whale talk by chris crutcher

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher: Exploring Themes, Characters, and Impact

whale talk by chris crutcher is a young adult novel that has resonated with readers since its
publication. It’s a story that dives deep into themes of identity, acceptance, and resilience, all woven
into the life of an unlikely high school swim team member. Chris Crutcher’s ability to blend humor with
serious social issues makes Whale Talk a compelling read for teenagers and adults alike, offering

insights into personal growth and the challenges of adolescence.

Understanding Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher

Whale Talk centers around T.J. Jones, a biracial teenager trying to find his place in a predominantly
white, upper-middle-class high school. T.J. is a talkative, witty character who initially seems like an
outsider but soon becomes a pivotal figure in his school’s swim team. The novel explores his struggles
with family, identity, and the pressure to conform, all while tackling heavier subjects such as racism,

disability, and bullying.

Chris Crutcher, known for his realistic and often gritty portrayal of teenage life, uses Whale Talk to
challenge stereotypes and encourage readers to think critically about social issues. The novel’s title
itself is metaphorical, relating to the concept of “whale talk” as a unique, coded language—much like
the way marginalized individuals often develop their own ways of communicating to cope with their

environment.

Plot Overview and Key Themes

At its core, Whale Talk tells the story of T.J.’s decision to start a swim team at his school after the



school decides to cut the existing one due to budget constraints. What makes this journey fascinating
is the diverse group of students T.J. recruits—each with their own struggles and backgrounds. From a

deaf swimmer to a gay athlete, the team becomes a symbol of unity and perseverance.
Several themes stand out in Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher:

- **Identity and Belonging:** T.J. grapples with his mixed-race heritage and what it means to belong in
a community that often judges by appearances.

- **Courage and Defiance:** The swim team represents resistance against societal norms and
expectations.

- **Disability and Acceptance:** The inclusion of a deaf swimmer sheds light on overcoming physical
challenges and the importance of inclusivity.

- **Bullying and Prejudice:** The novel does not shy away from addressing racism, homophobia, and

other forms of discrimination.

Character Development and Dynamics

One of the strengths of Whale Talk is its rich character development. Chris Crutcher doesn’t just

create characters; he breathes life into them with authentic voices and complex personalities.

T.J. Jones: The Reluctant Leader

T.J. is more than just the protagonist. His quick wit and sarcasm mask deeper insecurities and pain
from his family background. He often struggles with his father’s absence and the death of his brother,
which adds layers to his motivations and actions throughout the story. T.J.’s leadership style is

unconventional but effective, showing that leadership can come from unexpected places.



The Swim Team Members

Each member of the newly formed swim team brings a unique perspective:

- **Dwight:** A deaf swimmer who communicates through sign language, challenging assumptions
about disability.
- **Joe:** A gay athlete whose presence on the team confronts the homophobia prevalent in sports.

- **Clarence:** The school’s outcast who finds acceptance and confidence through swimming.

Their interactions with T.J. and each other illustrate the novel’s message about empathy and the

power of teamwork.

Why Whale Talk Resonates with Readers

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher is not just a sports story; it’s a narrative about finding one’s voice in a
world that often tries to silence it. Readers, especially teens, connect with the raw honesty of the
characters’ experiences. The novel’s humor and candid dialogue make it approachable, while the

serious themes provoke thought and discussion.

Educational Value and Classroom Use

Because of its meaningful content, Whale Talk is frequently included in school curricula and reading
lists for adolescents. It encourages critical thinking about social justice issues and promotes
discussions around race, sexuality, and disability. Teachers often use it as a tool to foster empathy

and inclusiveness among students.

For educators looking to incorporate Whale Talk into their lessons, here are some tips:



Encourage students to explore the symbolism behind the swim team and the title “Whale Talk.”

Discuss the importance of diversity and representation in literature.

Use the characters’ stories to prompt conversations about overcoming adversity.

Integrate activities that explore communication methods, such as sign language, to deepen

understanding of inclusivity.

The Impact of Chris Crutcher’s Writing Style

Chris Crutcher’s approach to writing in Whale Talk is characterized by straightforward, engaging prose
mixed with sharp humor and emotional depth. His use of first-person narration allows readers to

experience T.J.’s thoughts and feelings intimately, making the story more relatable.

The balance between light-hearted moments and serious topics is a hallmark of Crutcher’s style, which
helps maintain readers’ interest while addressing important issues. His characters are flawed but

likable, and his dialogue feels authentic, capturing the voice of contemporary youth.

Addressing Controversy

It's worth noting that Whale Talk has faced challenges and bans in some schools due to its frank
discussions of race, sexuality, and profanity. However, these controversies highlight the novel’s
importance in sparking conversations around topics that are often avoided. Crutcher’s unapologetic
storytelling pushes readers to confront uncomfortable realities, making Whale Talk a significant work in

young adult literature.



Whale Talk and Its Place in Young Adult Literature

Whale Talk stands out in the realm of young adult novels for its courageous examination of complex
social issues through the lens of sports and teenage life. It reflects the struggles many adolescents

face in defining their identity and finding acceptance.

In comparison to other young adult books, Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher offers:

- A diverse cast that challenges stereotypes.

- Realistic portrayals of family dynamics and personal trauma.

- A focus on communication and understanding beyond words.

- An inspiring message about resilience and community.

This novel’s lasting popularity attests to its ability to engage readers on multiple levels—emotionally,

intellectually, and socially.

Tips for Readers New to Whale Talk

If you’re picking up Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher for the first time, here are a few suggestions to

enhance your reading experience:
1. Pay attention to the ways communication is portrayed—not just spoken words but body language
and silence.
2. Reflect on the characters’ backgrounds and how they influence their actions and relationships.

3. Consider how humor is used to tackle serious themes without diminishing their importance.



4. Think about the broader message of inclusion and how it applies to your own community or

experiences.

Exploring these aspects will deepen your appreciation of the novel’s nuanced storytelling.

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher remains a powerful narrative that encourages readers to embrace
differences and stand up for what they believe in. Through T.J. Jones and his swim team, the novel

invites us all to listen carefully—to the “whale talk” happening beneath the surface in our own lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher?

The main theme of Whale Talk is overcoming prejudice and personal struggles through friendship,

acceptance, and standing up for oneself.

Who is the protagonist in Whale Talk and what challenges does he
face?

The protagonist is T.J. Jones, an African American teenager who faces challenges including racism,

family issues, and social exclusion.

How does the title 'Whale Talk' relate to the story?

The title 'Whale Talk' refers to the swim team that T.J. forms with other misfit students, symbolizing

their unity and strength despite being outsiders.



What role does the swim team play in Whale Talk?

The swim team serves as a place for acceptance and empowerment, helping the characters build
confidence, confront their fears, and challenge social norms.

How does Chris Crutcher address social issues in Whale Talk?

Chris Crutcher addresses social issues such as racism, disability, bullying, and identity by portraying

diverse characters who face and overcome these challenges.

What is significant about T.J.'s relationship with his family in the
novel?

T.J. has a complicated relationship with his family, particularly his father, which highlights themes of

abandonment, resilience, and the search for belonging.

Why is Whale Talk often recommended for young adult readers?

Whale Talk is recommended for young adults because it deals with realistic adolescent issues,

encourages empathy, and promotes discussions about diversity and self-acceptance.

What impact does Whale Talk have on readers’' understanding of
diversity and inclusion?

Whale Talk helps readers appreciate the value of diversity and the importance of inclusion by showing

how characters from different backgrounds come together and support each other.

Additional Resources

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher: A Deep Dive into Adolescence, Identity, and Social Challenges

whale talk by chris crutcher emerges as a compelling young adult novel that has garnered critical



acclaim for its unflinching portrayal of teenage struggles and the intricate dynamics of identity
formation. Published in 2001, this work stands out in Chris Crutcher’s oeuvre by blending humor, raw
emotion, and social commentary, crafting a narrative that resonates with both adolescents and adult
readers alike. As a significant contribution to young adult literature, Whale Talk explores themes such
as racial tension, disability, friendship, and the fight against prejudice, all woven through the lens of a

high school swim team.

In-Depth Analysis of Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher centers on the story of T.J. Jones, a biracial teenager navigating the
complexities of high school life while confronting personal and societal challenges. The narrative is set
against the backdrop of a high school swim team, which T.J. forms in an attempt to challenge the
status quo and foster inclusivity. Crutcher’s writing style is characterized by straightforward prose,

candid dialogue, and an authentic voice that captures adolescent vernacular without condescension.

One of the novel’s most notable features is its exploration of identity in multiple dimensions—racial,
social, and physical. T.J.’s biracial background places him at the intersection of conflicting cultural
expectations and prejudices, which Crutcher addresses with nuance. Moreover, the inclusion of
characters with disabilities, such as a deaf swimmer, expands the narrative’s exploration of diversity
and acceptance. This approach distinguishes Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher from many other young

adult books that tend to simplify or marginalize such experiences.

Thematic Exploration: Race and Prejudice

Race and prejudice are central themes in Whale Talk, presented through both overt and subtle
interactions. T.J.’s experiences reflect the challenges faced by individuals straddling different racial
identities, especially in a predominantly white environment. Crutcher does not shy away from depicting
racial slurs, microaggressions, and systemic bias, making the novel a valuable resource for

understanding adolescent perspectives on race.



The swim team itself becomes a microcosm for broader societal divisions. T.J.’s decision to recruit
unconventional swimmers—those rejected by the mainstream athletic programs—serves as a metaphor
for inclusivity and resistance to discrimination. This narrative choice underscores the importance of

solidarity and mutual respect across different social groups.

Character Development and Interpersonal Dynamics

The characters in Whale Talk are multi-dimensional and evolve significantly throughout the story. T.J.
Jones is portrayed as both vulnerable and resilient, grappling with his past traumas while striving to
create a supportive community. His leadership style is unconventional but effective, highlighting the

potential for empathy and understanding in team dynamics.

Supporting characters, such as the deaf swimmer and other marginalized athletes, receive substantial
development, allowing readers to engage with diverse perspectives. This inclusive characterization

enriches the narrative and challenges stereotypes commonly found in young adult fiction.

Portrayal of Disability and Communication

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher notably integrates discussions about disability, particularly through the
character of a deaf swimmer. The novel sensitively explores the challenges faced by individuals with
disabilities in competitive sports and social settings. Crutcher emphasizes themes of communication
barriers and the importance of adapting to diverse needs, fostering a deeper appreciation for inclusivity

among readers.

This portrayal is significant in the context of young adult literature, where disability is often
underrepresented or misrepresented. By providing an authentic voice to disabled characters, Whale

Talk contributes to broader conversations about accessibility and empathy.



Comparisons with Other Works by Chris Crutcher

When compared to other novels by Chris Crutcher—such as "Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes" and
"Running Loose"—Whale Talk maintains a consistent focus on adolescent struggles but distinguishes
itself through its emphasis on athletic team dynamics and racial identity. While Crutcher’s hallmark
style involves addressing tough topics head-on, Whale Talk’s unique setting within the swimming world

adds layers of symbolism related to perseverance, fluidity of identity, and the challenges of fitting in.

This novel also continues Crutcher’s tradition of controversial yet realistic storytelling, which has
occasionally led to challenges and bans in school libraries. Its candid treatment of sensitive issues

aligns with the author’s commitment to authentic representation.

Critical Reception and Educational Value

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher has been widely praised for its honest portrayal of teenagers dealing
with complex issues. Educators and librarians often recommend it for its potential to spark meaningful
discussions about race, disability, bullying, and friendship. The novel’s strong character-driven
narrative and accessible language make it suitable for high school curricula focused on social studies

or literature.

Some criticisms have emerged regarding the novel’s handling of racial stereotypes and the bluntness
of its dialogue. However, these critiques often acknowledge that the rawness of the language serves to

reflect the realities of adolescent speech and attitudes, thereby enhancing the novel’s authenticity.

Pros and Cons of Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher

¢ Pros: Realistic and relatable characters; addresses important social issues; promotes inclusivity



and empathy; engaging plot with sports as a unifying theme.

¢ Cons: Contains strong language and mature themes that may not be suitable for younger
readers; some readers might find certain portrayals of race or disability simplistic or

stereotypical.

Impact on Young Adult Literature

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher has had a notable impact on young adult literature by pushing the
boundaries of what subjects can be addressed in books aimed at teenagers. Its candid approach to
subjects such as racism, disability, and family dysfunction has paved the way for more inclusive and
honest storytelling in the genre. The novel encourages readers to confront uncomfortable realities and

promotes dialogue around acceptance and social justice.

In addition, the book’s focus on sports as a means of empowerment and community building offers an
alternative to the often-romanticized portrayal of athletics, presenting it instead as a complex arena for

personal growth and conflict resolution.

By intertwining themes of identity, adversity, and resilience, Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher remains a
relevant and insightful work that challenges and engages its audience beyond the surface level of a

typical young adult novel.

Whale Talk By Chris Crutcher

whale talk by chris crutcher: Whale Talk Chris Crutcher, 2009-09-22 “A truly exceptional
book.”—Washington Post There's bad news and good news about the Cutter High School swim team.
The bad news is that they don't have a pool. The good news is that only one of them can swim
anyway. Bestselling author Chris Crutcher’s controversial and acclaimed novel follows a group of
outcasts as they take on inequality and injustice in their high school. Crutcher's superior gifts as a
storyteller and his background as a working therapist combine to make magic in Whale Talk. The


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/whale-talk-by-chris-crutcher.pdf

thread of truth in his fiction reminds us that heroes can come in any shape, color, ability or size, and
friendship can bridge nearly any divide.”—Washington Post T.J. Jones hates the blatant preferential
treatment jocks receive at his high school, and the reverence paid to the varsity lettermen. When he
sees a member of the wrestling team threatening an underclassman, T.J. decides he’s had enough.
He recruits some of the biggest misfits at Cutter High to form a swim team. They may not have very
much talent, but the All-Night Mermen prove to be way more than T.]. anticipated. As the unlikely
athletes move closer to their goal, these new friends might learn that the journey is worth more than
the reward. For fans of Andrew Smith and Marieke Nijkamp. Crutcher offers an unusual yet
resonant mixture of black comedy and tragedy that lays bare the superficiality of the high-school
scene. The book's shocking climax will force readers to re-examine their own values and may cause
them to alter their perception of individuals pegged as 'losers.'—Publishers Weekly An American
Library Association Best Book for Young Adults New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age
Features a new afterword by Chris Crutcher

whale talk by chris crutcher: Chris Crutcher Bryan Gillis, Pam B. Cole, 2012-08-17 Chris
Crutcher is a literary icon in the field of young adult literature. With his first book, Running Loose
published in 1983, Crutcher established a reputation for giving young adults a voice in realistic
fiction. Since then, Crutcher has written a number of books with spot-on depictions of young adults
growing through hard times, including Ironman, Whale Talk, Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, and
Stotan! In Chris Crutcher: A Stotan for Young Adults, Bryan Gillis and Pam B. Cole examine the life,
career, and works of this young adult advocate. This volume opens with a never-before-published
comprehensive portrait of the author’s life, gleaned from numerous conversations with Crutcher.
The authors explore Crutcher’s childhood, his adolescent years, his life as an adult, and his career as
a family counselor and examine how those experiences became fodder for his stories. The authors
also discuss Crutcher's encounters with censorship and his philosophical stance. Gillis and Cole also
analyze Crutcher’s novels, short stories, and novellas, examining his literary craft and such social
themes as bigotry, identity, sexuality, relationships, and loss—themes almost always positioned
within a sports story. The most comprehensive study of Crutcher’s life and work to date, this book
benefits tremendously from the cooperation of Crutcher himself. Generally reserved about private
matters, Crutcher talks candidly about his life and how his experiences helped shape his character
and his stories. His cooperative spirit gives voice to a book that will appeal not only to teachers and
librarians but to students who have been enthralled by the works of this generous writer.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Literature Suppressed on Social Grounds Dawn B. Sova,
2014-05-14 Literature Suppressed on Social Grounds, Revised Edition discusses writings that have
been banned over the centuries because they offended or merely ignored official truths; challenged
widely held assumptions; or contained ideas or language unacceptable to a state, religious
institution, or private moral watchdog. The entries new to this edition include the Captain
Underpants series, We All Fall Down by Robert Cormier, and Jake and Honeybunch Go to Heaven by
Margaret Zemach. Also included are updates to the censorship histories of such books as To Kill a
Mockingbird and Of Mice and Men.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Chris Crutcher Michael A. Sommers, 2004-12-15 A recipient of
the 2000 Margaret A. Edwards Award, Chris Crutcher is best known for his books featuring athletic
male protagonists on the cusp of adulthood. This volume takes a look at his life and work.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Forbidden Fruit Sarah McNicol, 2008 Forbidden Fruit: The
Censorship of Literature and Information for Young People was a two day conference held in
Southport, UK in June 2008. This collection of papers from the conference will be of interest to
teachers, school and public librarians, publishers, and other professionals involved in the provision
of literature and information resources for young people, as well as to researchers and students. The
proceedings draw together some of the latest research in this area from a number of fields,
including librarianship, education, literature, and linguistics. The topics covered include translations
and adaptations, pre-censorship by authors, publishers and editors, LGBT (lesbian, gay, bi-sexual
and trans) materials, and the views of young people themselves. The papers included in the




proceedings deal with a wide range of issues. Research student Lucy Pearson takes a historical
perspective, considering the differences in the way in which two titles, Young Mother in the 1960s
and Forever in the 1970s, handle the theme of teenage sexuality. John Harer from the United States
and Elizabeth Chapman and Caroline Wright from the UK also deal with the controversial issue of
teenage sexuality. Both papers are concerned with the censorship of LGBT (lesbian, gay, bi-sexual,
and trans) materials for young people, especially referring to issues faced by librarians in dealing
with such resources in their respective countries. Another writer to examine the issue from a
librarianship perspective is Wendy Stephens, who reports on her action research into students'
reactions to book banning and censorship in the context of a twelfth-grade English literature
research project. Taking one step back from the question of access to controversial materials, Cherie
Givens reports on her doctoral research examining the often neglected issue of pre-censorship-- that
is, restrictions which take place, usually as a result of pressure from editors and publishers, before
materials reach the library shelves. Showing a different side of the publishing industry, Christopher
Gruppetta writes from the perspective of a publisher keen to promote young adult fiction in Malta.
His article demonstrates the huge strides which can take place in a relatively short period of time,
even in a religiously conservative country. Talks by young adult authors were also included in the
conference programme. Ioanna Kaliakatsou considers how self-censorship is exercised by authors
and how attitudes have changed since the early twentieth century. Yet another point at which works
might be censored is when they are translated or adapted. Evangelia Moula focuses on censorship in
adaptations of classic Greek tragedies, while Helen T. Frank examines Australian children's fiction
translated into French to highlight the process of 'purification' or 'sanitization' that can occur during
translations.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Silenced in the Library Zeke Jarvis, 2017-08-18 Censorship
has been an ongoing phenomenon even in the land of the free. This examination of banned books
across U.S. history examines the motivations and effects of censorship, shows us how our view of
right and wrong has evolved over the years, and helps readers to understand the tremendous
importance of books and films in our society. Books ranging from classics such as A Farewell to
Arms, Lord of the Rings, The Catcher in the Rye, and The Color Purple as well as best-selling books
such as Are You There, God? It's Me Margaret, titles in the Harry Potter series, and various books by
bestselling novelist Stephen King have all been on the banned books list. What was the content that
got them banned, who wanted them banned, and did the ban have the desired effect of minimizing
the number of people who read the title-or did it have the opposite effect, inadvertently creating an
even larger readership for the book? Silenced in the Library: Banned Books in America provides a
comprehensive examination of the challenges to major books as well as the final results of these
selections being deemed unfit for public consumption. Included in its discussion are explanations of
the true nature of the objections along with the motives of the authors, publishers, and major
proponents of the books. Content is organized based on why the books were banned, such as sexual
content, drug use, or religious objections. This approach helps readers to see trends in how people
have approached the challenge of evaluating what is proper and shows how our societal consensus
of what is acceptable has evolved over the years. Readers will come away with a fuller appreciation
of the immense power of words on a page-or an eReader device-to inflame and outrage, influence
opinion, incite thought, and even change the course of history.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Teen Programs with Punch Valerie Ott, 2006-06-30 Looking
for some fresh program ideas for your teen patrons? Want to change those bored expressions on
teen faces to eager smiles? This guide offers a stimulating selection of program ideas that will
appeal to teens between the ages of 12 and 18 throughout the year! Recognizing that there is no
such thing as a typical teenager, the programs represent a broad range of interests, from arts and
crafts workshops to educational programs to purely recreational activities—from serious to serious
fun. Programs for all seasons include Goth Gathering, Intolerance Forum, Night at the Oscars,
Library Fear Factor, Find Your Future, and Cyber-Safety. Everything you need to get started is
here—from the nitty gritty details like supply lists and approximate costs to practical, step-by-step



instructions. Collection connections and ideas for promotion enhance the guide. And there are also
suggestions for those times when time is short and money is tight. A wonderful combination of
inspiration and practicality, and of start-to-finish guidance for successful teen programming. Grades
6-12.

whale talk by chris crutcher: 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for Teens Nancy J. Keane,
2012-03-14 Building on the author's work in The Big Book of Teen Reading Lists, this book provides
101 new and revised reading lists created in consultation with teachers and public librarians—an
invaluable resource for any educator who plans activities for children that involve using literature.
Nancy J. Keane is the author of the award-winning website Booktalks—Quick and Simple
(nancykeane.com/booktalks), as well as the creator of the open collaboration wiki ATN Book Lists.
With her latest book, 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for Teens, she provides another
indispensable resource for librarians and teachers. The lists in this book are the result of careful
consultation with teachers and public librarians, and from discussions on professional email lists.
These indispensable lists can be utilized in many ways—for example, as handouts to teachers as
suggested reading, to create book displays, or as display posters in the library. This collection will
facilitate the creation of valuable reading lists to support the extended reading demands of today's
teens.

whale talk by chris crutcher: A Parent/Teacher Guide to Children's Books on Peace and
Tolerance Bob Blumenthal, 2005 How do you teach children to value peace and appreciate diversity?
One way is to provide them with books with themes that promote these ideas. The Parent / Teacher
Guide to Children's Books on Peace and Tolerance offers readers a wide variety of award-winning
titles along with annotations and grade level recommendations. The book is divided into the
following sections: Preschool - grade three Grades 4 - 6 Middle school, and High school. Each
section has over 100 listings. Topics include civil rights, the Holocaust, slavery, Native Americans,
bullying, war, child abuse, bigotry, cooperation, acceptance, apartheid, family relationships,
Arab/Israeli conflict, controlling anger, the Civil War, the Vietnam War, WWII, gays and lesbians,
and other social issues. Many of these books are the recipients of the following awards and honors:
Newbery Award, School Library Journal (starred review), Caldecott Award, Boston Globe Horn Book
Award, American Library Association Notable Book, Jane Addams Children's Book Award, American
Bookseller - Pick of the List, Kirkus Reviews (starred review), Publishers Weekly (starred review),
Booklist (starred review), Coretta Scott King Award, VOYA Top Picks, National Book Award, and the
Michael L. Printz Award. This guide is an excellent resource for parents who would like their
children to become peace-loving, accepting adults. Teachers who are looking for books to
supplement their curriculum will find the suggested titles to be among the best written works in the
designated areas. For example, one would be hard pressed to find a better written book on the
Holocaust for middle and high school students than I Have Lived One Thousand Years. The author
has done a great service by providing parents and teachers with a list of books that cannot be found
anywhere else.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Integrating Literature in the Content Areas Sharon Kane,
2017-05-12 This practical, accessible resource will help future and practicing teachers integrate
literature into their middle school or high school classrooms, while also addressing content area
standards and improving the literacy skills of their students. Two introductory chapters are followed
by five chapters that each cover a different genre: Chapter 3, Informational Books; Chapter 4,
Fiction; Chapter 5, Biography, Autobiography, and Memoir; Chapter 6, Poetry; and Chapter 7,
How-to and Hands-on Books. Each genre chapter consists of four parts: Part 1: Discusses the genre
and how content area teachers can use books within that genre to further content learning and
enhance literacy skills. Part 2: Offers hands-on instructional strategies and activities using
literature, with activities for use in a variety of disciplines. Part 3: Presents individual author studies
(three or four per chapter) with bibliographies and guidelines for using the authors' books in content
area courses. Part 4: Features an annotated bibliography of specially selected children and young
adult literature for that genre, organized by content area. The annotations provide information about




the book, which can be used to prepare booktalks, and teaching ideas for using in a specific content
area. Altogether these sections contain more than 600 annotated entries tabbed by subject area,
including art, English/language arts, languages and culture, math and technology, music, PE/health,
science, and social studies/history.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Controversial Books in K-12 Classrooms and Libraries
Randy Bobbitt, 2019-10-04 Controversial Books in K-12 Classrooms and Libraries: Challenged,
Censored, and Banned analyzes the history of controversy surrounding assigned reading in K-12
classrooms and books available in school libraries. Randy Bobbitt outlines the history of book
banning and controversy in the United States, stemming from 1950s conservative Cold War values of
patriotism and respect for authority and ramping up through the 1960s and onward as media
coverage and parental intervention into the inner workings of schools increased. The author claims
that sensitive topics, including sexuality, suicide, and drug use, do not automatically imply the
glorification of deviant behavior, but can be used constructively to educate students about the reality
of life. Bobbitt argues that in an effort to shield children from the dangers of controversial issues,
parents and administrators are depriving them of the ability to discover and debate values that are
inconsistent with their own and those around them, teaching instead that avoidance of different
viewpoints is the solution. Scholars of education, communication, literature, and policy will find this
book especially useful.

whale talk by chris crutcher: The King's English Pb Betsy Burton, 2006-08-09 Betsy Burton,
one of the owners of The King's English Bookshop in Salt Lake City, Utah, shares anecdotes from
throughout the history of the store, discussing employees, author visits, and the joys and challenges
of running an independent bookstore, and including reading lists in a range of subject areas.

whale talk by chris crutcher: The Teen-Centered Book Club Bonnie Kunzel, Constance
Hardesty, 2006-03-30 Vibrant, dynamic teen book clubs—the kind teens eagerly anticipate and
attend session after session—are teen-centered. With innovative, pragmatic ideas that will attract
and retain teen readers, this guide provides everything you need to run a successful, teen-centered
book club. Covering every step, from planning and promoting to how to prompt discussion and keep
it civilized, this is a one-stop source for the teen book club leader. Dozens of reproducibles for teens
include book lists, ground rules, and book-based activities. The book even has directions for
evaluating your club and lists of resources for more information. Whether you're starting a teen book
club, trying to revive a flagging program, or wish to build on past success, if you're involved in a
teen book club, this guide is a must. What's the difference between a teen book club and an adult
one? Too often, the answer is Not much. Like so many programs for teens, traditional book clubs
tend to be scaled-down versions of adult clubs. If book selection, taboo topics, and logistical details
are the most important things that set your teen book club apart from an adult one, you could be
missing a huge opportunity. Vibrant, dynamic teen book clubs—the kind teens eagerly anticipate and
attend session after session—are teen-centered. They're not merely by, for and about teens, but are
grounded in the admittedly radical idea that the club is not primarily about library programming or
even about books (!) but is all about teens—their interests and needs, their social habits and styles,
their initiative. Books are the medium and the club is the method to achieve the ultimate goal of
developing teen readers and leaders. Furthermore, the teen-centered book club has huge potential
to further a whole range of library goals, from bringing more teen patrons through the door, to
building community-wide awareness and support for the library itself. What sets this book apart
from the typical book club guide is that it is the only guide that addresses the unique constraints of
public and school libraries—budgeting, impact on the facility and the collection, and potential
attempts at censorship, to name just a few. It's also the only guide that takes a teen-centered
approach, putting front-and-center the idea that, as with so many other things, book clubs for teens
are not merely scaled-back versions of adult clubs. Whether you are starting a club, attempting to
revive a flagging program, or building on past success, this manual offers you innovative, pragmatic
ideas that will attract and retain teen readers. Grades 6-12. Teen Book Clubs offers a fresh new
approach for today's teen readers and clear instructions, along with tips and ideas, for building



teen-centered book clubs. In 12 brief chapters the book covers: the teen-centered book club: what it
is and what it takes to make it work putting it together: planning and putting the plan in action
going public: recruiting, boosting visibility, garnering support 15 cunningly creative types of teen
book clubs using book club to develop teen leaders scads of book lists, reproducibles, and sample
discussion prompters tweaking, troubleshooting, and tips for keeping it civilized evaluations beyond
measure resources for more information. Filled with practical checklists, figures, worksheets, and
reproducibles, this is the guide that all teen book club leaders should have.

whale talk by chris crutcher: The Joyful Reading Resource Kit Sally M. Reis, 2009-06-30
The Joyful Reading Resource Kit All children deserve a chance to learn to love reading. The Joyful
Reading Resource Kit offers teachers an impressive array of tools, resources, and activities for
getting students at all levels excited about reading while developing their proficiency in
comprehension. Serving as a companion to Joyful Reading, the book offers teachers everything they
need to implement the Schoolwide Enrichment Model in Reading (SEM-R), a differentiated
instructional approach that encourages students to read independently for a period of time each day
on books of their own choice. Implemented in three phases, the SEM-R program has been shown by
research to improve fluency and comprehension among at-risk students. The Joyful Reading
Resource Kit includes: Reproducible bookmarks for scaffolding students in critical thinking and
comprehension activities Extensive lists of recommended books Tips for supporting students in
selection of appropriately challenging books Materials for managing independent reading in the
classroom, including log sheets, five-minute conference tips, writing prompts, assessment rubrics,
and a reading growth chart Exciting enrichment resources to develop students' reading interests,
including a survey form, online books, Web-based activities, and Renzulli Learning resources
Hands-On Creativity activities that help students elaborate ideas, develop fluency, brainstorm, and
much more Reproducible X-ploration projects on varied topics that students can pursue
independently at their own pace The Joyful Reading Resource Kit is a vital compendium not only for
classroom teachers but also for parents and after-school educators who wish to support students in
discovering the rich rewards and delights of reading.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Discovering Voice Nancy Dean, 2013 Lessons on diction, detail,
figurative language, imagery, syntax, and tone help middle and early high school students
understand the concept of voice in what they read and develop a strong, personal voice in their own
writing. Each voice lesson takes only 10-20 minutes to complete and includes a quotation selected
from a wide range of literature, two discussion questions, and an exercise that encourages students
to practice what they have learned about the elements of voice. Discovering Voice also offers a
collection of quotations students can use to create their own voice lessons. Discussion suggestions
for each voice lesson and additional activities for teaching voice further promote critical analysis.
Each of the seven packs on the elements of voice--diction, detail, figurative language 1 (metaphors,
similes, and personification), figurative language 2 (hyperboles, symbols, and irony), imagery,
syntax, and tone--include an introduction, lessons with discussion questions and an exercise,
write-your-own voice lessons, a list of additional activities for teaching voice, and discussion
suggestions.

whale talk by chris crutcher: The Jumping Tree Rene Saldana, Jr., 2009-04-23 These lively
stories follow Rey Castaneda from sixth through eighth grade in Nuevo Penitas, Texas. One side of
Rey's family lives nearby in Mexico, the other half in Texas, and Rey fits in on both sides of the
border. In Nuevo Penitas, he enjoys fooling around with his pals in the barrio; at school, he's one of
the A list kids. As Rey begins to cross the border from childhood into manhood, he turns from jokes
and games to sense the meaning of work, love, poverty, and grief, and what it means to be a proud
Chicano-moments that sometimes propel him to show feelings un hombre should never express. It's
a new territory where Rey longs to follow the example his hardworking, loving father has set for
him.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Read These Banned Books American Library Association (ALA),
2022-09-20 The American Library Association presents a must-read banned book for every week of



the year in this beautiful book lover's reading log. Expand your reading list and stand against
literary censorship with this one-year reading challenge and book journal! Featuring 52 modern and
classic books that have been challenged or banned, from The Hunger Games to Maus, this book log
includes ALA's insights into each title as well as writing prompts for further reflection. A perfect
holiday stocking stuffer, birthday present, or gift for bibliophiles, librarians, teachers and educators,
activists, and rebel readers of all genres! Includes: 52 banned, censored, or challenged book
recommendations and the reasons they were banned Room to reflect on each book and how you can
relate to it as you complete the challenge Pages for your personal reading log, perfect for sharing on
social media or with friends An appendix highlighting the 100 Most Banned and Challenged Books
from 2010-2019 and information about how YOU can help fight book banning.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Knights of the Hill Country Tim Tharp, 2008-12-24 In a small
Oklahoma town, one star linebacker must decide what kind of man he wants to be--both on and off
the field. Welcome to Kennisaw--where Friday night high school football ranks right up there with
God and country, and sometimes even comes in first. This year, the Kennisaw Knights are going for
their fifth straight undefeated season, and if they succeed, they'll be more than the best high school
team in the eastern Oklahoma hill country--they'll be legends. But the Knights' legacy is a heavy
weight to carry for Hampton, linebacker and star of the team. On the field, he's so in control you'd
think he was able to stop time. But his life off the field is a different story. His father walked out on
him and his mom years ago, and now his mom has a new boyfriend every week. He's drawn to a
smart, quirky girl at school--the type a star athlete just isn't supposed to associate with. And
meanwhile, his best friend and teammate Blaine--the true friend who first introduced Hampton to
football back when he had nothing else--is becoming uncomfortably competitive, and he's demanding
Hampton's loyalty even as Hampton thinks he's going too far. This unforgettable novel is the story of
a boy whose choices will decide the kind of man he becomes, and raises powerful questions about
sportsmanship, loyalty, and the deceptiveness of legends.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Honoring Identities Donna L. Miller, 2021-02-15 Honoring
Identities argues that creating culturally responsive learning communities is a process which begins
with building community, cultivating certain student and teacher dispositions, nurturing social
justice, leveraging the power of talk and dialogic exchange, using Cultural Identity Literature (CIL)
to build bridges and to normalize difference, and fostering a culture of civil discourse. Honoring
Identities provides both theory and practice to advance the important mission of building culturally
responsive mindsets and to ensure that all students feel like they have a place at the learning table.
CIL reflects and honors the lives of all young people, and GREEN APPLE questions focus their
reading on key facets of identity, multiplying the effectiveness of the reading experience. GREEN
APPLE questions also provide a lens for anyone else wishing to select CIL. The questions not only
illuminate different perspectives of a text but make readers aware that individual experiences color
the reading of a text.

whale talk by chris crutcher: Library Confidential Don Borchert, 2012-05-31 The public
library - a haven of calm, source of information, home to the student, the geek and the aging
librarian. Or so you might think. Don Borchert's ten years as assistant librarian have taught him that
a library is more than just a place to borrow books, it's also a place where people hide from the law,
fall in love, fight, deal drugs, introduce their children to reading, look up porn and pursue their
dreams. Borchett's hilarious memoir delves behind the bookshelves as he discovers the weird,
dangerous and downright dirty world of a public library and the fearless civil servants who patrol its
aisles.
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