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The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o: Exploring Themes, Characters, and Cultural
Significance

the river between by ngugi wa thiong o is a seminal work in African literature that
delves deep into the clash between tradition and modernity, colonialism, and identity.
Written by the celebrated Kenyan author Ngugi wa Thiong'o, this novel paints a vivid
picture of life among the Kikuyu people during a tumultuous period of change and
upheaval. Through its rich narrative and compelling characters, The River Between offers
readers an insightful exploration of cultural conflict, resilience, and the quest for unity.

Understanding the Context of The River Between
by Ngugi wa Thiong'o

To fully appreciate the depth of The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o, it’s essential to
understand the historical and cultural backdrop against which the story unfolds. Set in
colonial Kenya, the novel captures the tensions experienced by the Kikuyu community as
they grapple with the intrusion of British colonial rule and Christian missionary influence.
This period was marked by significant disruption to indigenous beliefs, social structures,
and ways of life.

Ngugi wa Thiong'o, himself a native Kenyan, draws from his intimate knowledge of Kikuyu
traditions to present a narrative that highlights the struggles between preserving cultural
identity and adapting to new realities. The river in the title symbolically represents a
divide — both literal and metaphorical — between two communities and ideologies.

Plot Overview and Key Themes

At the heart of The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o is the story of two Kikuyu villages
separated by a river: Kameno and Makuyu. This river is more than a geographical
boundary; it embodies the ideological and religious chasm between traditionalists who
adhere to ancestral customs and those who embrace Christianity and Western education
introduced by missionaries.

Tradition versus Change

One of the novel’s central themes is the tension between maintaining traditional values
and embracing change. The elders in Kameno insist on keeping the ancestral practices
alive, including rituals, initiation ceremonies, and respect for the land and ancestors.
Conversely, the younger generation, influenced by missionaries, begins to question these
customs, leading to internal conflicts.



Colonialism and Its Impact

Ngugi wa Thiong'o masterfully illustrates how colonialism disrupts indigenous life. The
British colonial government’s policies and the missionaries’ efforts to convert the Kikuyu
people create divisions that threaten the community’s cohesion. The novel conveys the
psychological and social turmoil wrought by foreign rule and the imposition of alien belief
systems.

Identity and Unity

The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o also explores the complexities of identity during
times of upheaval. Characters struggle to reconcile their cultural heritage with the
pressures of modernization. The novel ultimately suggests the need for unity and
understanding to overcome external threats and internal divisions.

Characters That Bring The River Between by
Ngugi wa Thiong'o to Life

The strength of Ngugi wa Thiong'o’s novel lies in its richly drawn characters who embody
the novel’s themes and conflicts.

Waiyaki – The Protagonist

Waiyaki is a central figure representing hope and the possibility of bridging divides.
Educated in Western ways yet deeply respectful of his heritage, he dreams of uniting the
two villages and leading his people toward progress without sacrificing tradition. His
character reflects the complexities faced by many Africans during the colonial era—caught
between two worlds.

Mother and Father Figures

The elders in the community, especially Waiyaki’s parents, embody the traditional Kikuyu
worldview. They emphasize the importance of rituals, land stewardship, and ancestral
respect. Their perspectives highlight the resistance to change and the fear that cultural
erosion could lead to the loss of identity.

Religious Influences

The Christian missionaries play a significant role in shaping the narrative, illustrating the
powerful impact of religion as both a tool for colonial control and a source of new beliefs



for some community members. Their presence intensifies the cultural divide between the
villages.

The Symbolism of the River in The River Between
by Ngugi wa Thiong'o

The river itself serves as a potent symbol throughout the novel. It represents division but
also potential connection. Physically separating Kameno and Makuyu, it also signifies the
ideological rift between tradition and change. However, as the story progresses, the river
becomes a metaphor for the possibility of reconciliation and mutual respect.

Ngugi wa Thiong'o’s use of natural elements like the river, mountains, and land deepens
the narrative’s connection to Kikuyu cosmology and the spiritual significance of the
environment. For readers, understanding this symbolism enriches the appreciation of the
novel’s layered messages.

Why The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o
Remains Relevant Today

Despite being set in colonial Kenya, The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o resonates
with contemporary readers worldwide. Its exploration of cultural conflict, identity crises,
and the challenges of modernization are universal themes that continue to apply in many
societies.

In an age where globalization often threatens indigenous cultures, the novel’s message
about balancing respect for tradition with openness to change is particularly poignant. It
encourages dialogue, empathy, and the search for common ground amid diversity.

Educational Importance

The River Between is widely studied in schools and universities as a critical text in African
literature. Its rich language, cultural insights, and historical context provide valuable
learning opportunities. For students and educators alike, the novel offers a window into
colonial history and the enduring effects of cultural encounter.

Inspiring African Literature

Ngugi wa Thiong'o’s work has inspired generations of African writers and thinkers. The
River Between helped establish him as a leading voice advocating for African perspectives
in literature. His decision to write in Gikuyu and promote indigenous languages further
underscores his commitment to cultural preservation.



Tips for Reading and Analyzing The River
Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o

If you’re new to The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o or seeking deeper
understanding, here are some helpful approaches:

Contextualize historically: Familiarize yourself with Kenya’s colonial history and
Kikuyu culture to grasp the novel’s setting and conflicts.

Look for symbolism: Pay attention to recurring symbols like the river, mountains,
and rituals—they reveal deeper meanings.

Explore character motivations: Reflect on how characters’ backgrounds influence
their stances on tradition and change.

Consider multiple perspectives: The novel doesn’t present a simplistic good-
versus-evil narrative; instead, it highlights complex social dynamics.

Engage with themes: Think about how the novel’s themes connect to current issues
of cultural identity, colonial legacy, and social cohesion.

The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o in
Modern Literary Discussions

In literary circles, The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o continues to generate rich
discussions about postcolonial identity and resistance. Scholars analyze how Ngugi’s
narrative challenges colonial narratives by centering African voices and experiences. The
novel is often cited as a prime example of how literature can serve as a form of cultural
preservation and political commentary.

Moreover, Ngugi’s stylistic choices—such as blending oral traditions with written
storytelling—offer insight into the richness of African literary forms. This blending makes
the novel accessible yet deeply rooted in indigenous storytelling, inviting readers to
appreciate the diversity of narrative techniques.

Exploring The River Between also opens avenues to discuss the role of language in
colonial and postcolonial contexts. Ngugi’s later advocacy for African languages in
literature stems from themes first explored in this novel, emphasizing how language
shapes identity and power structures.

The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o remains a powerful and evocative novel that
continues to inspire readers and provoke thought about the delicate balance between
tradition and progress, the scars of colonialism, and the enduring spirit of a people
determined to define their own destiny. Whether approached as a historical novel, a



cultural document, or a literary masterpiece, it offers a rich tapestry of insights that
resonate across time and place.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The River Between' by
Ngugi wa Thiong'o?
'The River Between' primarily explores themes of cultural conflict and reconciliation,
focusing on the tension between traditional Kikuyu customs and the influence of
Christianity and colonialism.

Who are the main characters in 'The River Between'?
The main characters include Waiyaki, a young Kikuyu warrior and leader, Muthoni, a
strong-willed girl who embraces Christianity, and Joshua, a Christian convert who opposes
traditional beliefs.

How does Ngugi wa Thiong'o depict colonialism in 'The
River Between'?
Ngugi portrays colonialism as a disruptive force that challenges Kikuyu traditions and
social structures, creating divisions within the community and between generations.

What role does the river play in the novel 'The River
Between'?
The river symbolizes both division and connection; it physically separates two Kikuyu
communities but also represents the possibility of unity and reconciliation between
conflicting cultural values.

How does Waiyaki's character develop throughout the
novel?
Waiyaki evolves from a traditionalist youth into a leader striving to unite his people by
blending traditional beliefs with new ideas, though he ultimately faces tragedy due to
cultural conflicts.

What is the significance of education in 'The River
Between'?
Education is portrayed as a double-edged sword; it offers progress and empowerment but
also introduces Western values that challenge and sometimes undermine indigenous
traditions.



How does 'The River Between' address the theme of
identity?
The novel explores identity through characters who struggle to balance their Kikuyu
heritage with the pressures of colonial influence, highlighting the complexities of cultural
preservation and adaptation.

Additional Resources
The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o: An Analytical Review of Colonial Impact and
Cultural Conflict

the river between by ngugi wa thiong o stands as one of the seminal works in African
literature, encapsulating the tensions and transformations wrought by colonialism on
indigenous cultures. Written by the acclaimed Kenyan author Ngugi wa Thiong'o, this
novel offers a profound exploration of the clash between tradition and modernity, faith and
skepticism, and ultimately, identity and resistance within the Kenyan society during
British colonial rule. Through its vivid storytelling and rich symbolism, The River Between
continues to be a critical text for readers interested in post-colonial discourse, cultural
conflicts, and the socio-political dynamics of East Africa.

Context and Background of The River Between by
Ngugi wa Thiong'o

The River Between, published in 1965, was Ngugi wa Thiong'o’s first novel, marking the
beginning of his influential literary career. Set in the fictional Kikuyu community of Kenya,
the narrative unfolds against the backdrop of colonial incursion and Christian missionary
influence in the early 20th century. Ngugi, writing during the post-independence period,
drew heavily on his own experiences and observations to craft a story that reflects the real
struggles of the Kikuyu people.

This novel is often categorized under post-colonial literature, as it probes the impact of
European colonization on indigenous traditions and societal structures. The dual rivers in
the title symbolize not just the physical geography of the land but also the divisions within
the community—between the adherents of traditional beliefs and those embracing
Christianity, between colonial rulers and the colonized, and between conflicting visions of
cultural identity.

Thematic Depth in The River Between

At its core, The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o is an exploration of identity conflict
precipitated by colonialism. The narrative delves into themes such as:



Tradition versus Modernity

One of the most compelling aspects of the novel is its examination of the tension between
the preservation of indigenous customs and the pressures to conform to Western norms
introduced by colonial authorities and missionaries. The protagonist, Waiyaki, embodies
this struggle as he attempts to unify his divided people by bridging the gap between the
old ways and the new influences.

Religious Conflict and Conversion

Christianity's introduction creates a rift within the community, as seen in the division
between the followers of traditional Kikuyu beliefs and the converts. Ngugi meticulously
portrays the complexities of this religious conflict, highlighting how faith becomes a
battleground for cultural dominance and resistance.

Land and Identity

The novel poignantly addresses the relationship between land and identity. For the
Kikuyu, land is not just a physical resource but a sacred element tied to ancestry and
cultural heritage. The encroachment of colonial settlers and the alienation of land
symbolize the broader dispossession experienced under colonial rule.

Character Analysis and Symbolism

Ngugi wa Thiong'o uses his characters and symbolic elements to deepen the narrative’s
impact and convey broader socio-political messages.

Waiyaki: The Bridge and the Tragic Hero

Waiyaki is portrayed as a visionary leader who strives to unite his people. His efforts to
educate the youth and promote understanding between conflicting factions position him as
a symbol of hope. However, his eventual downfall underscores the tragic consequences of
colonial disruption and internal divisions.

The Two Rivers: Kamiri and Makuyu

The rivers Kamiri and Makuyu are more than geographical markers; they represent the
ideological and cultural divides within the community. Their separation mirrors the
fragmentation of the Kikuyu people, emphasizing the challenges of reconciliation.



Comparative Insights: The River Between and
Other Post-Colonial Works

When placed alongside other notable post-colonial novels such as Chinua Achebe’s Things
Fall Apart or Ayi Kwei Armah’s The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born, The River Between
offers a distinct Kenyan perspective on the effects of colonization. Unlike Achebe’s focus
on the Igbo society, Ngugi’s novel centers on the Kikuyu’s specific cultural and historical
context, providing valuable insights into East African colonial experiences.

Furthermore, Ngugi’s narrative is distinguished by its emphasis on education as a tool for
empowerment and resistance, a theme that resonates throughout his later works and
activism.

Critical Reception and Legacy

The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o has been widely acclaimed for its literary merit
and socio-political significance. It is frequently included in academic curricula worldwide,
particularly in African literature and post-colonial studies courses. Critics praise the novel
for its authentic portrayal of indigenous perspectives and its nuanced treatment of cultural
conflict.

However, some critiques point to the novel’s romanticized view of pre-colonial society and
its somewhat idealistic portrayal of Waiyaki’s role as a unifier. Nonetheless, these
critiques contribute to ongoing scholarly debates about the complexities of colonial
histories and indigenous responses.

Impact on Kenyan Literature and Society

The novel has had an enduring influence on Kenyan literature, inspiring subsequent
generations of writers to explore themes of identity, colonialism, and resistance. Ngugi
himself evolved from writing in English to embracing indigenous languages, reflecting his
commitment to cultural preservation and political activism.

Why The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o
Remains Relevant Today

In contemporary discussions about cultural heritage and post-colonial identities, The River
Between remains remarkably pertinent. The issues of cultural dislocation, religious
conversion, and land rights continue to resonate in many parts of Africa and beyond. For
readers and scholars interested in understanding the layered effects of colonialism,
Ngugi’s novel offers a compelling, multifaceted narrative.



Moreover, the novel’s exploration of leadership challenges in times of societal upheaval
provides timeless lessons on unity, resilience, and the cost of division.

Educational Value

The River Between is frequently used as a teaching tool to elucidate colonial history,
indigenous resistance, and the complexities of cultural change. Its accessible yet profound
storytelling makes it an effective medium for engaging students in critical reflection on
historical and contemporary issues.

Global Literary Significance

Ngugi wa Thiong'o’s work transcends its regional origins, contributing to global
conversations about identity, power, and resistance. The novel’s place in the canon of
world literature underscores the importance of diverse voices in shaping our
understanding of history and human experience.

The enduring power of The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong'o lies in its ability to
capture the human dimensions of colonial impact, weaving personal and communal
narratives into a rich tapestry that challenges readers to reconsider the legacies of the
past and their implications for the present.

The River Between By Ngugi Wa Thiong O

  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: The River Between Ngugi wa Thiong'o, 2015-04-28
A 50th-anniversary edition of one of the most powerful novels by the great Kenyan author and Nobel
Prize nominee A legendary work of African literature, this moving and eye-opening novel lucidly
captures the drama of a people and culture whose world has been overturned. The River Between
explores life in the mountains of Kenya during the early days of white settlement. Faced with a
choice between an alluring new religion and their own ancestral customs, the Gikuyu people are
torn between those who fear the unknown and those who see beyond it. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: The River Between Ngũgĩ wa Thiongʼo, 1965
Explores life on the Makuyu and Kameno ridges of Kenya in the early days of white settlement.
Faced with an alluring, new religion and magical customs, the Gikuyu people are torn between those
who fear the unknown and those who see beyond it.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: An Introduction to the African Prose Narrative
Lokangaka Losambe, 2004 This collection of essays introduces students of African literature to the
heritage of the African prose narrative, starting from its oral base and covering its linguistic and
cultural diversity. The book brings together essays on both the classics and the relatively new works
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in all subgenres of the African prose narrative, including the traditional epic, the novel, the short
story and the autobiography. The chapters are arranged according to the respective thematic
paradigms under which the discussed works fall.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Mapping the Sacred , 2021-11-15 Interweaving
the interpretative methods of religious studies, literary criticism and cultural geography, the essays
in this volume focus on issues associated with the representation of place and space in the writing
and reading of the postcolonial. The collection charts the ways in which contemporary writers
extend and deepen our awareness of the ambiguities of economic, social and political relations
implicated in “sacred space” - the sense of spiritual significance associated with those concrete
locations in which adherents of different religious traditions, past and present, maintain a ritual
sense of the sanctity of life and its cycles. Part I, “Land, Religion and Literature after Britain,”
explores how postcolonial writers dramatize the contested processes of colonization, resistance and
decolonization by which lands and landscapes may be viewed as now sacred, now desacralized, now
resacralized. Part II, “Sacred Landscapes and Postcoloniality across International Literatures,”
draws upon postcolonial theory to inquire into how contemporary fiction, drama and poetry
represent themes of divine dispensation, dispossession and reclamation in regions as diverse as
Haiti, Israel, Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Arctic, and the North American frontier. A critical “Afterword”
considers the implications of such multi-disciplinary approaches to postcolonial literatures for
present and future research in the field. Writers discussed in the essays include Russell Banks;
James K. Baxter; Ursula Bethell; Erna Brodber; Marcus Clarke; Allen Curnow; Edwidge Danticat;
Mak Dizdar; Sara Jeannette Duncan; Zee Edgell; “Grey Owl”; Haruki Murakami; Seamus Heaney;
Peter Høeg; Hugh Hood; Janette Turner Hospital; James Houston; Dany Laferrière; B. Kojo Laing;
Lee Kok Liang; K.S. Maniam; Mudrooroo; R.K. Narayan; Ngugi wa Thiong'o; Ben Okri; Chava
Pinchas-Cohen; Mary Prince; Nancy Prince; Nayantara Sahgal; Ken Saro-Wiwa; Ibrahim Tahir; Amos
Tutuola; W.D. Valgardson; Derek Walcott; and Rudy Wiebe. Maps accompany almost every essay.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Ngugi Wa Thiong'o, Gender, and the Ethics of
Postcolonial Reading Brendon Nicholls, 2010 This is the first comprehensive book-length study of
gender politics in Ngugi wa Thiong's fiction. Brendon Nicholls argues that the mechanisms of
gender subordination are strategically crucial to Ngugi's ideological project, but that his fiction also
creates transgressive spaces for women.Nicholls proposes a strategy of 'performative reading' that
offers an ethical basis for analyzing cultural difference and critiquing cultural practices, while
avoiding both cultural imperialism and cultural relativism.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Black African Literature in English, 1997-1999
Bernth Lindfors, 2003 This volume lists the work produced on anglophone black African literature
between 1997 and 1999. This bibliographic work is a continuation of the highly acclaimed earlier
volumes compiled by Bernth Lindfors. Containing about 10,000 entries, some of which are annotated
to identify the authors discussed, it covers books, periodical articles, papers in edited collections and
selective coverage of other relevant sources.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Approaches to the African Novel Charles E.
Nnolim, 2010 This Third Edition of Approaches to the African Novel is a child of necessity. Because
of the unfortunate death of the publisher of Saros International who issued the First Edition and
high demand this third, enlarged edition has become imperative. Three new essays (all previously
published) are added, two expectedly on Achebe (the father of the African novel) and one on Mongp
Betiís Mission to Kala which was partially anthologised in Contemporary Literary Criticism (Volume
27, 1984). Achebeís Things Fall Apart as an Igbo national epic has evoked a spate of reactions from
critics of African literature especially the troika Chinweizu et al. in Toward the Decolonization of
African Literature. It was also anthologised in Modern Black Literature edited by S. Okechukwu
Menu (1971). The essay on Arrow of God whose structure and meaning has been largely avoided by
other critics is included here for further airing. For gender balance, as the previous volume
contained no essays on women writers, an essay on Flora Nwapa has been added. Since the novels
discussed in this volume exclusively are on the African literature south of the Sahara, the last essay



on Peter Abrahams comes in to round out this collection of essays with a study of a south African
writer, for geographical balance.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: The Book in Africa C. Davis, D. Johnson,
2015-03-02 This volume presents new research and critical debates in African book history, and
brings together a range of disciplinary perspectives by leading scholars in the subject. It includes
case studies from across Africa, ranging from third-century manuscript traditions to twenty-first
century internet communications.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Reading the Abrahamic Faiths Emma Mason,
2014-12-18 Rethinking religion and literature in a series of chapters by leading international
scholars, Reading the Abrahamic Faiths opens up a dialogue between Jewish, Christian, Islamic and
Post-Secular literary cultures. Literary studies has absorbed religion as another interdisciplinary
mode of inquiry without always attending to its multifacted potential to question ideologically
neutral readings of culture, belief, emotion, politics and inequality. In response, Reading the
Abrahamic Faiths contributes to a reevaluation of the nexus between religion and literature that is
socially, affectively and materially determined in its sensitivity to the expression of belief. Each
section – Judaism, Christianity, Islam and Post-Secularism – is introduced by a specialist in these
respective areas to introduce the critical readings of the texts and discourses that follow.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: One Thousand Languages Peter Austin, 2008
Presents an overview of the living, endangered, and extinct languages of the world, providing the
total number of speakers of the language, its history, and maps of the geographic areas where it is
presently spoken or where it was spoken in the past.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: An Enemy of the People ,
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: River Fiction of India Subhadeep Ray, 2025-03-31
This book establishes river fiction as an identifiable genre-fiction. It argues that rivers and
riverbeds—through myths and legends, ecological and environmental concerns, geographical and
historical realities, politics and economics around them—can provide an underlying framework to
understand Indian prose fiction. With essays on river fiction across India, the volume presents a new
way of understanding and reading South Asian literature. The volume will be of great interest to
scholars and researchers of literature and literary criticism and South Asian studies.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Twelve African Writers Gerald Moore, 2024-04-01
Originally published in 1980, this book introduces the student to twelve of the most exciting and
significant African authors of the 20th Century, whose work represents Anglophone and
Francophone writing (with translation) drawn from West, East and Southern Africa. Twelve African
Writers was a revised, updated and extended edition of the pioneering Seven African Writers which
did so much to make students aware of African literature. The book also contains an extensive
bibliography of the works not just of the selected writers, but other important African authors and
recommendations of further critical works.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: After She Was Born a Girl Emmanuel Kaghondi,
2023-08-29 In these pages, the harrowing experiences of women in Tanzania are laid bare. Through
poignant and insightful narratives, the book delves into the intricate complexities of cultural
practices, memory, trauma, and spirituality. It offers a sobering account of the harsh realities
women endure, navigating deeply entrenched gendered cultures that assign lower cultural value to
womanhood. However, amidst these challenges, the book reveals the remarkable resilience
exhibited by women within Tanzanian society. Drawing from the author's personal background as a
descendant of traditional midwives, one who was a former practitioner of female genital mutilation
surgery, this raw and unflinching account provides an authentic portrayal of the realities faced by
Tanzanian women. The author's years spent as a rural pastor in Tanzanian villages have endowed
him with a unique perspective, enabling him to draw profound parallels between his mother's
journey into womanhood and his wife's relentless endeavors to combat gender inequality and
violence both within and beyond the church. Through this intimate and revealing lens, readers are
invited to explore the intricate intersections of gender, culture, and spirituality in Tanzania. The



evocative narratives within this book serve as catalysts, inspiring readers to challenge their
preconceptions and take a firm stance against the injustices that women endure. With its captivating
storytelling and powerful message, this thought-provoking work is an essential read for individuals
interested in delving into gender studies, cultural studies, and the pursuit of social justice.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: The Difference Place Makes Angeletta K. M.
Gourdine, 2002
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Cultural Perspectives on Shame Cecilea Mun,
2023-07-07 Each essay in this volume provides a cultural perspective on shame. More specifically,
each chapter focuses on the question of how a culture can differentially affect experiences of shame
for members of that culture. As a collection, this volume provides a cross-cultural perspective on
shame, highlighting the various similarities and differences of experiences of shame across cultures.
In Part 1, each contributor focuses primarily on how shame is theorized in a non-English-speaking
culture, and addresses how the science of shame ought to be pursued, how it ought to identify its
object of study, what methods are appropriate for a rigorous science of shame, and how a method of
study can determine or influence a theory of shame. In Part 2, each contributor is primarily
concerned with a cultural practice of shame, and address how shame is related to a normative
understanding of our self as a person and an individual member of a community, how culture and
politics affect the value and import of shame, and what the relationship between culture and politics
is in the construction of shamed identities. Cultural Perspectives on Shame will be of interest to
scholars and advanced students working in cross-cultural philosophy, philosophy of emotion, moral
psychology, and the social sciences.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Diplomatic Para-citations Sam Okoth Opondo,
2022-02-09 Taking seriously the critical conception of diplomacy as the mediation of estrangement,
Diplomatic Para-citations turns to the politics and laws that tie modern diplomacy to colonial
cultures and the ‘genres of Man’ that they privilege. In an attempt to read ‘the diplomatic’ from the
African postcolony, the book probes the injunction at the center of the law of genre that states that
“genres are not to be mixed.” This enables it to investigate the citational/recitational forms of
knowledge and practices of recognition that reproduce the diplomatic and colonial order of things in
the African context. Through a reading of literature, philosophy, and a multiplicity of everyday
practices in Africa and its diasporas, Sam Okoth Opondo explores amateur diplomatic practices that
provide a counterforce to laws that prescribe faithfulness to a norm/form while proscribing the
mixing of genres.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Coming to Birth Marjorie Oludhe Macgoye, 1986
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Cold War Literature Andrew Hammond,
2006-11-22 The Cold War was the longest conflict in a century defined by the scale and brutality of
its conflicts. In the battle between the democratic West and the communist East there was barely a
year in which the West was not organising, fighting or financing some foreign war. It was an
engagement that resulted – in Korea, Guatemala, Nicaragua and elsewhere – in some twenty million
dead. This collection of essays analyses the literary response to the coups, insurgencies and
invasions that took place around the globe, and explores the various thematic and stylistic trends
that Cold War hostilities engendered in world writing. Drawing together scholars of various cultural
backgrounds, the volume focuses upon such themes as representation, nationalism, political
resistance, globalisation and ideological scepticism. Eschewing the typical focus in Cold War
scholarship on Western authors and genres, there is an emphasis on the literary voices that emerged
from what are often considered the ‘peripheral’ regions of Cold War geo-politics. Ranging in focus
from American postmodernism to Vietnamese poetry, from Cuban autobiography to Maoist theatre,
and from African fiction to Soviet propaganda, this book will be of real interest to all those working
in twentieth-century literary studies, cultural studies, history and politics.
  the river between by ngugi wa thiong o: Wizard of the Crow Ngũgĩ wa Thiongʼo, 2007
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