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THe ORrIGINAL CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: A LIVING DOCUMENT THAT SHAPED A NATION

THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA STANDS AS ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS IN THE
HISTORY OF MODERN GOVERNANCE. CRAFTED IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY, IT LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE UNITED STATES'
POLITICAL FRAMEWORK AND ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLES THAT CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE THE NATION’S LAWS AND IDENTITY.
UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORIC DOCUMENT PROVIDES INSIGHT NOT ONLY INTO THE EARLY DAYS OF AMERICA BUT ALSO INTO
THE ENDURING VALUES OF DEMOCRACY, LIBERTY, AND JUSTICE THAT IT ENSHRINES.

THE BIRTH OF THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

THE JOURNEY TOWARD THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION BEGAN AMIDST THE CHALLENGES FACED BY THE YOUNG NATION FOLLOWING
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, AMERICA’S FIRST ATTEMPT AT A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, HAD
REVEALED GLARING WEAKNESSES—™MOST NOTABLY, A LACK OF STRONG FEDERAL AUTHORITY. DELEGATES FROM TWELVE
STATES CONVENED IN PHILADELPHIA IN THE SUMMER OF 1787 WITH THE GOAL OF REVISING THE ARTICLES BUT SOON FOUND
THEMSELVES DRAFTING AN ENTIRELY NEW FRAMEWORK FOR GOVERNMENT.

THe ConsTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1787

HeLo FrRoM MAY To SEPTEMBER 1787, THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION GATHERED SOME OF THE MOST PROMINENT FIGURES
OF THE ERA, INCLUDING GEORGE W/ ASHINGTON, JAMES MADISON, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, AND ALEXANDER HAMILTON. THEIR
DEBATES WERE INTENSE AND OFTEN CONTENTIOUS, AS THEY GRAPPLED WITH HOW TO BALANCE POWER BETWEEN LARGE AND
SMALL STATES, ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF SLAVERY, AND DEFINE THE SEPARATION OF POWERS AMONG THE EXECUTIVE,
LEGISLATIVE, AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES.

ONE OF THE KEY COMPROMISES THAT EMERGED WAS THE GREAT COMPROMISE, WHICH ESTABLISHED A BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE
WITH PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND EQUAL REPRESENTATION IN THE SENATE. THIS
DELICATE BALANCING ACT HELPED ENSURE THE CONSTITUTION’S ACCEPTANCE BY A DIVERSE GROUP OF STATES.

CorE PRINCIPLES EMBEDDED IN THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION

THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IS MORE THAN JUST A LEGAL DOCUMENT—IT EMBODIES
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES THAT CONTINUE TO GUIDE AMERICAN DEMOCRACY.

SEPARATION OF POWERS AND CHECKS AND BALANCES

ToO PREVENT ANY ONE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT FROM BECOMING TOO POWERFUL, THE FRAMERS DESIGNED A SYSTEM OF
SEPARATION OF POWERS. THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH ENFORCES LAWS, THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH MAKES LAWS, AND THE JUDICIAL
BRANCH INTERPRETS LAWS. EACH BRANCH HAS SPECIFIC CHECKS ON THE OTHERS, CREATING A DYNAMIC SYSTEM THAT
ENCOURAGES COOPERATION AND LIMITS THE POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE OF POWER.



FEDERALISM: BALANCING STATE AND NATIONAL AUTHORITY

ANOTHER CORNERSTONE OF THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION IS FEDERALISM, WHICH DISTRIBUTES POWER BETWEEN THE NATIONAL
GOVERNMENT AND THE STATES. THIS DIVISION ALLOWS STATES TO MAINTAIN CERTAIN POWERS AND AUTONOMY WHILE
ENSURING A UNITED NATIONAL POLICY ON CRITICAL ISSUES. THE TENTH AMENDMENT, PART OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS ADDED
LATER, EXPLICITLY RESERVES POWERS NOT DELEGATED TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO THE STATES OR THE PEOPLE.

PoPULAR SOVEREIGNTY AND REPUBLICANISM

THE CONSTITUTION IS ROOTED IN THE IDEA THAT GOVERNMENT DERIVES ITS AUTHORITY FROM THE PEOPLE. RATHER THAN A
MONARCHY OR ARISTOCRACY, THE FRAMERS ENVISIONED A REPUBLIC WHERE CITIZENS VOTE TO ELECT REPRESENTATIVES WHO
MAKE DECISIONS ON THEIR BEHALF. THIS CONCEPT OF POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY SOLIDIFIED THE ROLE OF THE ELECTORATE IN
SHAPING THE NATION’S LAWS AND LEADERSHIP.

Key FEATURES AND STRUCTURE OF THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION

THE DOCUMENT ITSELF IS ORGANIZED TO CREATE A CLEAR AND FUNCTIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR GOVERNANCE.

THE PREAMBLE: SETTING THE PURPOSE

THE CONSTITUTION OPENS WITH ITS FAMOUS PREAMBLE, WHICH DECLARES THE INTENTIONS BEHIND ITS CREATION: “TO FORM A
MORE PERFECT UNION, ESTABLISH_JUSTICE, INSURE DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY, PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON DEFENCE, PROMOTE THE
GENERAL \X/ELFARE, AND SECURE THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY.” THIS INTRODUCTION SUCCINCTLY CAPTURES THE ASPIRATIONS OF
THE NEW NATION.

THe ARTICLES: DEFINING GOVERNMENT POWERS

THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION CONTAINS SEVEN ARTICLES, EACH ADDRESSING DIFFERENT BRANCHES AND ASPECTS OF
GOVERNMENT:

1. ARTICLE |: ESTABLISHES THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH, DETAILING THE POWERS AND STRUCTURE OF CONGRESS.



