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the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new
york patricia cline cohen is a gripping tale that delves deep into one of the most
sensational crimes of the 1830s, while also offering a vivid portrait of the social and
cultural landscape of New York City during that era. Patricia Cline Cohen’s meticulous
research and nuanced storytelling bring to life not only the tragic fate of Helen Jewett, a
young woman who worked as a prostitute, but also the complexities of gender, class, and
morality in nineteenth-century urban America.

This article explores the multifaceted narrative of Helen Jewett’s murder, the public’s
reaction, and the broader implications of her life and death as presented in Cohen’s work.
Along the way, we’ll uncover the challenges faced by women like Jewett, the
sensationalized media coverage of the time, and how this case became a lens through
which society viewed issues of vice, violence, and female agency.

The Context of Nineteenth Century New York

Understanding the murder of Helen Jewett requires a grasp of the environment in which
she lived and worked. New York City in the 1830s was a rapidly growing metropolis
grappling with the pressures of industrialization, immigration, and social stratification.
The city’s population was swelling, and with it came a rise in poverty, crime, and the
visibility of prostitution as an economic reality for many women.

Life for Women in the Underbelly of the City

For many women in nineteenth-century New York, limited economic opportunities meant
turning to sex work as a means of survival. Prostitutes like Helen Jewett inhabited a
precarious world: often ostracized, vulnerable to violence, and subject to harsh moral
judgment by mainstream society. Yet, as Patricia Cline Cohen illustrates, these women
were not simply victims; they navigated complex social networks, wielded forms of agency,
and challenged dominant narratives about femininity and respectability.

The murder of Helen Jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century New York
Patricia Cline Cohen highlights how the city’s brothels and boarding houses were both
sites of exploitation and spaces where women carved out identities and communities.



The Murder: Facts and Immediate Aftermath

On April 10, 1836, Helen Jewett was discovered brutally murdered in her room at a
boarding house in Manhattan’s notorious Five Points district. The violent nature of the
crime—she had been stabbed multiple times—shocked the public and ignited intense
media coverage.

The Investigation and the Accused

Richard P. Robinson, a wealthy young man from a respectable family, was quickly
identified as the prime suspect. The circumstances around their relationship were murky,
complicated by social class differences and the secretive nature of Jewett’s profession. The
trial that followed became a media spectacle, pitting sensational journalism against legal
proceedings in a way that was unprecedented for the time.

Patricia Cline Cohen’s examination of the murder of Helen Jewett life and death a
prostitute in nineteenth century New York Patricia Cline Cohen reveals how the press
portrayed Jewett alternately as a fallen woman and a tragic victim, while Robinson was
defended as a gentleman wronged by scandal and rumor.

Media Sensation and Public Morality

One of the most fascinating aspects of the Helen Jewett case is how the newspapers of the
day sensationalized the story. This murder was among the first to be reported with lurid
detail, feeding a voracious public appetite for crime stories and scandal.

The Role of Sensational Journalism

Penny presses and early tabloids seized upon the murder, publishing dramatic headlines
and often contradictory stories. This coverage not only shaped public opinion but also
influenced the judicial process. Cohen’s work underscores how the media’s representation
of Jewett’s life and death reflected broader anxieties about urban vice, female sexuality,
and the erosion of traditional social norms.

Gender and Class in the Public Eye

The dichotomy between Helen Jewett as a prostitute and Richard Robinson as a patrician
young man highlighted the tensions of class and gender. While Jewett was stigmatized for
her occupation, she also garnered sympathy as a woman who had been victimized by a
man of privilege. This complex portrayal challenged simplistic moral binaries and revealed
the contradictions in nineteenth-century American society’s attitudes toward women and
sexuality.



Patricia Cline Cohen’s Contribution to Historical
Understanding

Patricia Cline Cohen’s book, "The Murder of Helen Jewett: Life and Death in a Prostitute’s
World," is more than a recounting of a crime. It is a profound exploration of the social
history of New York City and the lives of marginalized women.

Historical Methodology and Narrative Style

Cohen’s approach combines rigorous archival research with a compelling narrative style
that brings the era and its characters to vivid life. She uses court records, newspapers,
personal letters, and other documents to reconstruct not just the events surrounding
Jewett’s murder but the everyday realities of women who lived and worked in the margins.

Reframing the Story of Helen Jewett

Rather than reducing Helen Jewett to a mere victim or a stereotype, Cohen presents her
as a complex individual shaped by her circumstances and choices. This reframing
challenges readers to reconsider how history remembers women like Jewett and the social
forces that shaped their destinies.

Lessons from Helen Jewett’s Story

The murder of Helen Jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century New York
Patricia Cline Cohen provides valuable insights into how society deals with crime, gender,
and morality—issues that resonate even today.

The intersection of gender and justice: Jewett’s case exposes how women,
especially those involved in sex work, faced systemic biases in the legal system and
public opinion.

The power of media narratives: The sensationalist press played a significant role
in shaping perceptions of crime and morality, a phenomenon still relevant in modern
journalism.

The complexity of marginalized lives: Cohen’s work reminds us that historical
figures like Jewett were more than their labels—they had agency, resilience, and
multifaceted identities.

Urban transformation and social change: The story is a window into the
urbanization of America and the social challenges that accompanied rapid growth
and modernization.



Why the Helen Jewett Case Still Matters

More than a century and a half later, the murder of Helen Jewett continues to captivate
historians, writers, and readers. It stands as an early example of how crime stories can
illuminate broader social dynamics and cultural anxieties. Patricia Cline Cohen’s detailed
study enriches our understanding of the nineteenth century and offers a cautionary tale
about the consequences of social marginalization.

The life and death of Helen Jewett open a window onto a world where women’s bodies and
lives were sites of contestation—between survival and exploitation, public condemnation
and private suffering. Through Cohen’s scholarship, we gain a deeper appreciation for the
human stories behind sensational headlines and the enduring importance of empathy in
historical inquiry.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Helen Jewett and why is she a significant
historical figure?
Helen Jewett was a well-known prostitute in nineteenth-century New York whose brutal
murder in 1836 drew widespread public attention and highlighted issues of gender, class,
and the legal system in that era.

What is the main focus of Patricia Cline Cohen's book
'The Murder of Helen Jewett: Life and Death of a
Prostitute in Nineteenth-Century New York'?
The book explores Helen Jewett's life and murder within the social, cultural, and legal
context of nineteenth-century New York, examining the complexities of prostitution,
gender roles, and the media's portrayal of crime.

How did the murder of Helen Jewett impact public
perceptions of prostitution in nineteenth-century New
York?
The murder sparked sensational media coverage that both stigmatized and humanized
prostitutes, leading to debates about morality, women's vulnerability, and the hypocrisy of
societal attitudes toward sex work.

What role did the media play in shaping the narrative



around Helen Jewett's murder?
Newspapers sensationalized the case, often focusing on lurid details and moralizing
commentary, which influenced public opinion and highlighted the power of the press in
shaping crime narratives.

How does Patricia Cline Cohen challenge traditional
historical narratives in her book?
Cohen uses Helen Jewett's story to challenge simplistic views of prostitutes as merely
victims or villains, instead portraying them as complex individuals shaped by social and
economic forces.

What does the murder case reveal about the legal
system's treatment of women and prostitutes during the
nineteenth century?
The case exposes biases in the legal system, including the marginalization of prostitutes
and the challenges they faced in achieving justice, reflecting broader societal inequalities.

How does 'The Murder of Helen Jewett' contribute to
our understanding of gender and sexuality in historical
context?
The book provides insight into how gender and sexuality were policed and constructed in
nineteenth-century America, revealing the tensions between public morality and private
behavior.

Why is the story of Helen Jewett still relevant to
contemporary discussions on sex work and women's
rights?
Helen Jewett's story highlights enduring issues such as stigma, legal injustice, and
women's autonomy, offering historical perspective that informs modern debates about sex
work and gender equality.

Additional Resources
The Murder of Helen Jewett: Life and Death of a Prostitute in Nineteenth Century New
York by Patricia Cline Cohen

the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new
york patricia cline cohen offers a meticulously researched and profoundly insightful
exploration into one of the most sensational crimes of the 1830s, shedding light not only
on the brutal killing itself but also on the complex social fabric of nineteenth-century New



York. This book delves deeply into the life of Helen Jewett, a young woman whose tragic
death exposes the stark realities faced by prostitutes during an era marked by rigid social
hierarchies, rampant urbanization, and shifting cultural norms.

Patricia Cline Cohen’s work stands as a critical contribution to historical scholarship,
combining forensic investigation, social history, and gender studies to reconstruct both
the public spectacle of Jewett’s murder and the often-overlooked personal narrative of a
woman marginalized by her profession. The murder of Helen Jewett life and death a
prostitute in nineteenth century new york patricia cline cohen invites readers to
reconsider preconceived notions about crime, morality, and the urban underworld in
antebellum America.

The Historical Context of Helen Jewett’s Murder

To fully appreciate the significance of Helen Jewett’s murder, it is essential to understand
the socio-economic environment of New York City in the 1830s. As America’s largest
metropolis, New York was a bustling hub of wealth and poverty, opportunity and
exploitation. The rapid influx of immigrants and the growth of industry created a volatile
urban landscape where traditional social structures were challenged daily.

Helen Jewett was a prostitute operating in this complex milieu. Prostitution, while illegal
and stigmatized, was a widespread and, in many ways, tolerated facet of urban life.
Women like Jewett occupied a precarious social position: they were simultaneously vilified
and patronized, invisible yet central to the city’s nightlife economy.

The murder of Helen Jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen carefully contextualizes Jewett’s life within this framework,
illustrating how her profession shaped both her personal experiences and the public
reaction to her death.

The Crime and Its Immediate Aftermath

Helen Jewett was murdered in her brothel on April 10, 1836, in a case that quickly
captivated the city. The brutality of the crime—a young woman stabbed
repeatedly—shocked an era not accustomed to such graphic violence in public discourse.
The suspect, Richard P. Robinson, a young gentleman, was swiftly arrested, sparking a
sensational trial that gripped newspapers and the public alike.

Patricia Cline Cohen’s narrative highlights how the murder trial became a battleground
for competing narratives about gender, class, and morality. The press coverage was
extensive and often contradictory, revealing deep societal tensions. Newspapers portrayed
Jewett alternately as a victim and as a fallen woman, while Robinson’s defense cast doubt
on the character of the deceased to mitigate his client’s alleged guilt.



Analyzing Patricia Cline Cohen’s Approach

Cohen’s book distinguishes itself by employing a multidisciplinary methodology. She
combines legal records, contemporary newspaper accounts, and personal letters to
reconstruct not only the sequence of events but also the broader cultural implications.
This approach allows for a nuanced analysis of the murder of Helen Jewett life and death a
prostitute in nineteenth century new york patricia cline cohen, moving beyond
sensationalism toward a deeper understanding of historical realities.

Her use of primary sources is particularly noteworthy. By examining the trial transcripts
and media coverage, Cohen reveals how the press’s portrayal of both Jewett and Robinson
reflected prevailing gender biases and class prejudices. This media lens is crucial to
understanding how public opinion was shaped—a phenomenon that resonates with
contemporary discussions about crime reporting and victim representation.

Gender, Class, and Urban Morality

A central theme in the murder of Helen Jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth
century new york patricia cline cohen is the intersection of gender and class. Helen
Jewett’s identity as a prostitute made her vulnerable not only to physical violence but also
to social erasure. Cohen demonstrates that the public fascination with Jewett’s death was
as much about anxieties regarding urban vice and female sexuality as it was about justice.

The book explores how nineteenth-century New Yorkers grappled with the moral
complexities of cities undergoing rapid transformation. Prostitution was a contested site
where issues of economic survival, personal agency, and societal condemnation collided.
Cohen’s work reveals how Jewett’s murder became a symbol of these tensions, prompting
debates about reform and the role of women in public life.

The Trial of Richard P. Robinson: Justice or Social
Performance?

The legal proceedings following Helen Jewett’s murder are a focal point of Cohen’s
investigation. The trial of Richard P. Robinson was notable for its dramatic testimony and
the powerful role of defense attorney Henry Sedgwick, who skillfully undermined the
prosecution by attacking Jewett’s morality rather than presenting concrete evidence.

This strategy reflected broader societal patterns in which the victim’s character was
scrutinized to distract from the accused’s culpability. Cohen’s analysis of the trial
transcripts reveals how the courtroom became a stage where social prejudices were
enacted. The murder of Helen Jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new
york patricia cline cohen thus exposes the limitations of the legal system in addressing
crimes against marginalized women.



Trial evidence: Focused heavily on Jewett’s lifestyle rather than forensic details.

Media influence: Newspapers sensationalized the trial, influencing public
perception.

Outcome: Robinson was acquitted, highlighting challenges in prosecuting crimes
involving sex workers.

The Role of the Press in Shaping Public Opinion

One of the most compelling aspects of Cohen’s study is the examination of the press’s dual
role as informer and moral arbiter. The murder of Helen Jewett life and death a prostitute
in nineteenth century new york patricia cline cohen illustrates how newspapers,
particularly the penny press, capitalized on the story’s lurid details to boost circulation.

However, this sensationalism came at a cost. Coverage often perpetuated stereotypes
about women like Jewett, framing them as both dangerous and deserving of their fate.
Cohen critiques this approach, arguing that the media’s portrayal contributed to a social
climate in which violence against prostitutes was minimized or excused.

Legacy and Historical Significance

Beyond the immediate tragedy, the murder of Helen Jewett life and death a prostitute in
nineteenth century new york patricia cline cohen invites reflection on issues that remain
relevant today. The book highlights how gendered violence, media representation, and
urban marginality are intertwined phenomena with deep historical roots.

Cohen’s work encourages historians and readers alike to reconsider the lives of women
labeled as prostitutes, recognizing them as complex individuals shaped by their
environment rather than mere caricatures of vice. By bringing Helen Jewett’s story to the
fore, the author challenges us to confront uncomfortable truths about the costs of
urbanization, social inequality, and the persistent stigmatization of sex work.

In sum, Patricia Cline Cohen’s detailed and balanced account of the murder of Helen
Jewett offers a compelling window into the socio-legal dynamics of nineteenth-century
New York. It stands as a testament to the power of rigorous historical inquiry to illuminate
forgotten lives and to provoke critical dialogue about the intersections of crime, gender,
and society.

The Murder Of Helen Jewett Life And Death A Prostitute In
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Nineteenth Century New York Patricia Cline Cohen

  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: The Murder of Helen Jewett Patricia Cline Cohen, 1999-06-29 In 1836, the
murder of a young prostitute made headlines in New York City and around the country, inaugurating
a sex-and-death sensationalism in news reporting that haunts us today. Patricia Cline Cohen goes
behind these first lurid accounts to reconstruct the story of the mysterious victim, Helen Jewett.
From her beginnings as a servant girl in Maine, Helen Jewett refashioned herself, using four
successive aliases, into a highly paid courtesan. She invented life stories for herself that helped her
build a sympathetic clientele among New York City's elite, and she further captivated her customers
through her seductive letters, which mixed elements of traditional feminine demureness with sexual
boldness. But she was to meet her match--and her nemesis--in a youth called Richard Robinson. He
was one of an unprecedented number of young men who flooded into America's burgeoning cities in
the 1830s to satisfy the new business society's seemingly infinite need for clerks. The son of an
established Connecticut family, he was intense, arrogant, and given to posturing. He became Helen
Jewett's lover in a tempestuous affair and ten months later was arrested for her murder. He stood
trial in a five-day courtroom drama that ended with his acquittal amid the cheers of hundreds of
fellow clerks and other spectators. With no conviction for murder, nor closure of any sort, the case
continued to tantalize the public, even though Richard Robinson disappeared from view. Through
the Erie Canal, down the Ohio and the Mississippi, and by way of New Orleans, he reached the wilds
of Texas and a new life under a new name. Through her meticulous and ingenious research, Patricia
Cline Cohen traces his life there and the many twists and turns of the lingering mystery of the
murder. Her stunning portrayals of Helen Jewett, Robinson, and their raffish, colorful
nineteenth-century world make vivid a frenetic city life and sexual morality whose complexities,
contradictions, and concerns resonate with those of our own time.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: The Boardinghouse in Nineteenth-Century America Wendy Gamber,
2007-04-16 In nineteenth-century America, the bourgeois home epitomized family, morality, and
virtue. But this era also witnessed massive urban growth and the acceptance of the market as the
overarching model for economic relations. A rapidly changing environment bred the antithesis of
home: the urban boardinghouse. In this groundbreaking study, Wendy Gamber explores the
experiences of the numerous people—old and young, married and single, rich and poor—who made
boardinghouses their homes. Gamber contends that the very existence of the boardinghouse helped
create the domestic ideal of the single family home. Where the home was private, the boardinghouse
theoretically was public. If homes nurtured virtue, boardinghouses supposedly bred vice. Focusing
on the larger cultural meanings and the commonplace realities of women’s work, she examines how
the houses were run, the landladies who operated them, and the day-to-day considerations of food,
cleanliness, and petty crime. From ravenous bedbugs to penny-pinching landladies, from
disreputable housemates to boarder's beef, Gamber illuminates the annoyances—and the
satisfactions—of nineteenth-century boarding life.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: The First of Causes to Our Sex Daniel S. Wright, 2006-09-12 The First of
Causes to Our Sex is a study of the first movement in the United States for social change by and for
women. Female moral reform in the 1830s and '40s was a campaign to abolish sexual vice and the
sexual double standard, and to promote sexual abstinence among the young as they entered the
marriage market. The movement has earned a place in U.S. women's history, but most research has
focused on it as an urban phenomenon, and sought its significance in relation to the cause of
women's rights or to the regulation of prostitution. This study explores the appeal of moral reform to
rural women, who were the vast majority of its constituency, and sees it as a response to seminal
changes in family formation and family size in the context of an increasingly market-oriented and
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mobile society. It was led by Yankee women who were fired by Second Great Awakening revivals and
supported by reformist clergy.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Sex Trafficking, Scandal, and the Transformation of Journalism,
1885-1917 Gretchen Soderlund, 2013-06-03 In Sex Trafficking, Scandal, and the Transformation of
Journalism, Gretchen Soderlund offers a new way to understand sensationalism in both newspapers
and reform movements. By tracing the history of high-profile print exposés on sex trafficking by
journalists like William T. Stead and George Kibbe Turner, Soderlund demonstrates how
controversies over gender, race, and sexuality were central to the shift from sensationalism to
objectivity—and crucial to the development of journalism in the early twentieth century.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: The Kentucky Tragedy Dickson D. Bruce, Jr., 2006-10-01 A murder case
with all the elements of melodrama -- including seduction and betrayal, political intrigue, honor, and
greed -- the Kentucky Tragedy of 1825 riveted the attention of the nation. For decades afterward, its
themes resonated in American writing. With unprecedented objectivity, Dickson Bruce recounts the
events of the case and offers an innovative analysis of the poems, novels, dramas, and commentary it
inspired. He uncovers an intricate connection between public fascination with the Kentucky Tragedy
and changing ideas about gender roles, social identity, human motivation, and freedom in the years
leading up to the Civil War.Bruce provides a masterly narration of the Tragedy. Around 1819,
Colonel Solomon P. Sharp, one of Kentucky's leading politicians, allegedly seduced Ann Cooke, who
subsequently delivered a stillborn child she claimed was fathered by Sharp. During the summer of
1825, rumors of the scandal circulated, incensing both Cooke and her husband, Jereboam
Beauchamp, who decided, with the support of his wife, that honor compelled him to kill Sharp. He
did so, admitted to the act, and was tried, found guilty, and sentenced to die. On the morning of the
execution, the couple attempted suicide by stabbing in Beauchamp's jail cell. Cooke died, but
Beauchamp was merely wounded and met his date with the hangman later that day.The lurid story
appeared widely in the popular press and captured the imaginations of many antebellum writers,
including William Gilmore Simms and Edgar Allan Poe. Bruce reveals that the Kentucky Tragedy
elicited more literary works than did any other episode of the period. By exploring the
transformation of the Tragedy into literature, he illuminates the shifting social, political, and
intellectual forces that revolutionized American life in this era.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Dagger John John Loughery, 2018-03-15 Acclaimed biographer John
Loughery tells the story of John Hughes, son of Ireland, friend of William Seward and James
Buchanan, founder of St. John’s College (now Fordham University), builder of Saint Patrick’s
Cathedral on Fifth Avenue, pioneer of parochial-school education, and American diplomat. As
archbishop of the Archdiocese of New York in the 1840 and 1850s and the most famous Roman
Catholic in America, Hughes defended Catholic institutions in a time of nativist bigotry and church
burnings and worked tirelessly to help Irish Catholic immigrants find acceptance in their new
homeland. His galvanizing and protecting work and pugnacious style earned him the epithet Dagger
John. When the interests of his church and ethnic community were at stake, Hughes acted with
purpose and clarity. In Dagger John, Loughery reveals Hughes’s life as it unfolded amid turbulent
times for the religious and ethnic minority he represented. Hughes the public figure comes to the
fore, illuminated by Loughery’s retelling of his interactions with, and responses to, every major
figure of his era, including his critics (Walt Whitman, James Gordon Bennett, and Horace Greeley)
and his admirers (Henry Clay, Stephen Douglas, and Abraham Lincoln). Loughery peels back the
layers of the public life of this complicated man, showing how he reveled in the controversies he
provoked and believed he had lived to see many of his goals achieved until his dreams came
crashing down during the Draft Riots of 1863 when violence set Manhattan ablaze. To know Dagger
John Hughes is to understand the United States during a painful period of growth as the nation
headed toward civil war. Dagger John’s successes and failures, his public relationships and private



trials, and his legacy in the Irish Catholic community and beyond provide context and layers of detail
for the larger history of a modern culture unfolding in his wake.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Flush Times and Fever Dreams Joshua D. Rothman, 2012-11-01 In 1834
Virgil Stewart rode from western Tennessee to a territory known as the Arkansas morass in pursuit
of John Murrell, a thief accused of stealing two slaves. Stewart's adventure led to a sensational trial
and a wildly popular published account that would ultimately help trigger widespread violence
during the summer of 1835, when five men accused of being professional gamblers were hanged in
Vicksburg, nearly a score of others implicated with a gang of supposed slave thieves were executed
in plantation districts, and even those who tried to stop the bloodshed found themselves targeted as
dangerous and subversive. Using Stewart's story as his point of entry, Joshua D. Rothman details
why these events, which engulfed much of central and western Mississippi, came to pass. He also
explains how the events revealed the fears, insecurities, and anxieties underpinning the cotton boom
that made Mississippi the most seductive and exciting frontier in the Age of Jackson. As investors,
settlers, slaves, brigands, and fortune-hunters converged in what was then America's Southwest,
they created a tumultuous landscape that promised boundless opportunity and spectacular wealth.
Predicated on ruthless competition, unsustainable debt, brutal exploitation, and speculative financial
practices that looked a lot like gambling, this landscape also produced such profound disillusionment
and conflict that it contained the seeds of its own potential destruction. Rothman sheds light on the
intertwining of slavery and capitalism in the period leading up to the Panic of 1837, highlighting the
deeply American impulses underpinning the evolution of the slave South and the dizzying yet
unstable frenzy wrought by economic flush times. It is a story with lessons for our own day.
Published in association with the Library Company of Philadelphia's Program in African American
History. A Sarah Mills Hodge Fund Publication.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Seduced, Abandoned, and Reborn Rodney Hessinger, 2013-03-25
Seduced, Abandoned, and Reborn exposes the fears expressed by elders about young people in the
early American republic. Those authors, educators, and moral reformers who aspired to guide youth
into respectable stations perceived new dangers in the decades following independence. Battling a
range of seducers in the burgeoning marketplace of early America, from corrupt peers to licentious
prostitutes, from pornographic authors to firebrand preachers, these self-proclaimed moral
guardians crafted advice and institutions for youth, hoping to guide them safely away from harm and
toward success. By penning didactic novels and advice books while building reform institutions and
colleges, they sought to lead youth into dutiful behavior. But, thrust into the market themselves,
these moral guides were forced to compromise their messages to find a popular audience.
Nonetheless, their calls for order did have lasting impact. In urban centers in the Northeast,
middle-class Americans became increasingly committed to their notions of chastity, piety, and hard
work. Focusing on popular publications and large urban centers, Hessinger draws a portrait of
deeply troubled reformers, men and women, who worried incessantly about the vulnerability of
youth to the perils of prostitution, promiscuity, misbehavior, and revolt. Benefiting from new insights
in cultural history, Seduced, Abandoned, and Reborn looks at the way the categories of gender, age,
and class took rhetorical shape in the early republic. In trying to steer young adults away from
danger, these advisors created values that came to define the emerging middle class of urban
America.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Worth Robyn Schiff, 2002-07-31 These strong, multilayered poems test the
transformative powers of dressmakers, jewelers, actors, and Darwin’s darkest finches as they adapt
to a changing world where the same train hurtles past them toward marketplace and death camp
both. Throughout, many of the poems use inherited forms to tell their stories, but the inheritance
here comes down damaged and threadbare—yet full of power. In Worth Robyn Schiff inquires about
making, buying, selling, and stealing in the material world, the natural landscape, and the human



soul. Opening with the renowned couture house of Charles Frederick Worth, the father of high
fashion— “The dress was so big, / one's hand is useless to take glass from table; / the skirt
approaches while the hand is yet distanced” —and ending with the House of De Beers and a diamond
thief named Adam Worth— “You'll know me by my approach / I'm coming on foot with a diamond in
my mouth” —Schiff moves from Cartier and Tiffany to the Shedd Aquarium, from Marie Antoinette to
the Civil War, from Mary Pickford to Marilyn Monroe.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Emotional Experience and Microhistory Sigurður Gylfi Magnússon,
2020-05-11 Emotional Experience and Microhistory explores the life and death of Magnús Hj.
Magnússon through his diary, poetry and other writing, showing how best to use the methods of
microhistory to address complicated historical situations. The book deals with the many faces of
microhistory and applies it’s methodology to the life of the Icelandic destitute pauper poet Magnús
Hj. Magnússon (1873–1916). Having left his foster home at the age of 19 in 1892, he lived a
peripatetic existence in an unstinting struggle with poor health, together with a ceaseless quest for a
space to pursue writing and scholarship in accord with his dreams. He produced and accumulated a
huge quantity of sources (autobiography, diary, poems, reflections) which are termed by the author
as ‘egodocuments’. The book demonstrates how these egodocuments can be applied systematically,
revealing unexpected perspectives on his life and demonstrating how integration of diverse sources
can open up new perspectives on complex and difficult subjects. In so doing, the author offers an
understanding both of how Magnússon’s story has been told, and how it can give insight into such
matters as gender relations and sexual life, and the history of emotions. Highlighting how the
historiographical development of modern scholarship has shaped scholars’ ideas about
egodocuments and microhistory around the world, the book is of great use and interest to scholars
of microhistory, social and cultural modern history, literary theory, anthropology and ethnology.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: The Threshold of Manifest Destiny Laurel Clark Shire, 2016-09-05 Among
the many contentious frontier zones in nineteenth-century North America, Florida was an early and
important borderland where the United States worked out how it would colonize new territories.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: The CQ Press Guide to Urban Politics and Policy in the United States
Christine Kelleher Palus, Richardson Dilworth, 2016-02-11 The CQ Press Guide to Urban Politics and
Policy in the United States will bring the CQ Press reference guide approach to topics in urban
politics and policy in the United States. If the old adage that “all politics is local” is even partially
true, then cities are important centers for political activity and for the delivery of public goods and
services. U.S. cities are diverse in terms of their political and economic development, demographic
makeup, governance structures, and public policies. Yet there are some durable patterns across
American cities, too. Despite differences in governance and/or geographic size, most cities face
similar challenges in the management of public finances, the administration of public safety, and
education. And all U.S. cities have a similar legal status within the federal system. This reference
guide will help students understand how American cities (from old to new) have developed over time
(Part I), how the various city governance structures allocate power across city officials and agencies
(Part II), how civic and social forces interact with the organs of city government and organize to win
control over these organs and/or their policy outputs (Part III), and what patterns of public goods
and services cities produce for their residents (Part IV). The thematic and narrative structure allows
students to dip into a topic in urban politics for deeper historical and comparative context than
would be possible in either an A-to-Z encyclopedia entry or in an urban studies course text.
FEATURES: Approximately 40 chapters organized in major thematic parts in one volume available in
both print and electronic formats. Front matter includes an Introduction by the Editors along with
biographical backgrounds about the Editors and the Contributing Authors. Back matter includes a
compilation of relevant topical data or tabular presentation of major historical developments
(population grown; size of city budgets; etc.) or historical figures (e.g., mayors), a bibliographic



essay, and a detailed index. Sidebars are provided throughout, and chapters conclude with
References & Further Readings and Cross References to related chapters (as links in the e-version).
This Guide is a valuable reference on the topics in urban politics and policy in the United States. The
thematic and narrative structure allows researchers to dip into a topic in urban politics for a deeper
historical and comparative context than would be possible in either an A-to-Z encyclopedia entry or
in an urban studies course text.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Victoria Woodhull's Sexual Revolution Amanda Frisken, 2004-05-10
Annotation. Frisken examines the life & social campaigning of the flamboyant Victoria Woodhull, the
first woman to run for the US presidency & a leading advocate for women's rights. Woodhull used
political theatrics to bring the subject of female sexuality before a reluctant American public.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Sex among the Rabble Clare A. Lyons, 2012-12-01 Placing sexual culture at
the center of power relations in Revolutionary-era Philadelphia, Clare A. Lyons uncovers a world
where runaway wives challenged their husbands' patriarchal rights and where serial and casual
sexual relationships were commonplace. By reading popular representations of sex against actual
behavior, Lyons reveals the clash of meanings given to sex and illuminates struggles to recast
sexuality in order to eliminate its subversive potential. Sexuality became the vehicle for exploring
currents of liberty, freedom, and individualism in the politics of everyday life among groups of early
Americans typically excluded from formal systems of governance--women, African Americans, and
poor classes of whites. Lyons shows that men and women created a vibrant urban pleasure culture,
including the eroticization of print culture, as eighteenth-century readers became fascinated with
stories of bastardy, prostitution, seduction, and adultery. In the post-Revolutionary reaction, white
middle-class men asserted their authority, Lyons argues, by creating a gender system that
simultaneously allowed them the liberty of their passions, constrained middle-class women with
virtue, and projected licentiousness onto lower-class whites and African Americans. Lyons's analysis
shows how class and racial divisions fostered new constructions of sexuality that served as a
foundation for gender. This gendering of sexuality in the new nation was integral to reconstituting
social hierarchies and subordinating women and African Americans in the wake of the Revolution.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Walt Whitman's Selected Journalism Walt Whitman, 2015-05-01 Long before
he was a celebrated poet, Walt Whitman was a working journalist. By the time he published the first
edition of Leaves of Grass in 1855, Whitman had edited three newspapers and published thousands
of reviews, editorials, and human-interest stories in newspapers in and around New York City. Yet
for decades, much of his journalism has been difficult to access or even find. For the first time, Walt
Whitman’s Selected Journalism thematically and chronologically organizes a compelling selection of
Whitman’s journalism from the late 1830s to the Civil War. It includes writings from the poet’s first
immersion into the burgeoning democratic culture of antebellum America to the war that
transformed both the poet and the nation. Walt Whitman’s Selected Journalism covers Whitman’s
early years as a part-time editorialist and ambivalent schoolteacher between 1838 and 1841. After
1841, it follows his work as a dedicated full-time newspaperman and editor, most prominently at the
New York Aurora and the Brooklyn Daily Eagle between 1842 and 1848. After 1848 and up to the
Civil War, Whitman’s journalism shows his slow transformation from daily newspaper editor to poet.
This volume gathers journalism from throughout these early years in his career, focusing on
reporting, reviews, and editorials on politics and democratic culture, the arts, and the social debates
of his day. It also includes some of Whitman’s best early reportage, in the form of the short, personal
pieces he wrote that aimed to give his readers a sense of immediacy of experience as he guided
them through various aspects of daily life in America’s largest metropolis. Over time, journalism’s
limitations pushed Whitman to seek another medium to capture and describe the world and the
experience of America with words. In this light, today’s readers of Whitman are doubly indebted to
his career in journalism. In presenting Whitman-the-journalist in his own words here, and with useful



context and annotations by renowned scholars, Walt Whitman’s Selected Journalism illuminates for
readers the future poet’s earliest attempts to speak on behalf of and to the entire American republic.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Inventing American Exceptionalism Amalia D. Kessler, 2017-01-10 A highly
engaging account of the developments not only legal, but also socioeconomic, political, and cultural
that gave rise to Americans distinctively lawyer-driven legal culture When Americans imagine their
legal system, it is the adversarial trial dominated by dueling larger-than-life lawyers undertaking
grand public performances that first comes to mind. But as award-winning author Amalia Kessler
reveals in this engrossing history, it was only in the turbulent decades before the Civil War that
adversarialism became a defining American practice and ideology, displacing alternative, more
judge-driven approaches to procedure. By drawing on a broad range of methods and sources and by
recovering neglected influences (including from Europe) the author shows how the emergence of the
American adversarial legal culture was a product not only of developments internal to law, but also
of wider socioeconomic, political, and cultural debates over whether and how to undertake market
regulation and pursue racial equality. As a result, adversarialism came to play a key role in defining
American legal institutions and practices, as well as national identity.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: 1812 Nicole Eustace, 2012-06-28 As military campaigns go, the War of 1812
was a disaster. By the time it ended in 1815, Washington, D.C., had been burned to the ground, the
national debt had nearly tripled, and territorial gains were negligible. Yet the war gained so much
popular support that it ushered in what is known as the era of good feelings, a period of relative
partisan harmony and strengthened national identity. Historian Nicole Eustace's cultural history of
the war tells the story of how an expensive, unproductive campaign won over a young
nation—largely by appealing to the heart. 1812 looks at the way each major event of the war became
an opportunity to capture the American imagination: from the first attempt at invading Canada,
intended as the grand opening of the war; to the battle of Lake Erie, where Oliver Perry hoisted the
flag famously inscribed with Don't Give Up the Ship; to the burning of the Capitol by the British.
Presidential speeches and political cartoons, tavern songs and treatises appealed to the emotions,
painting war as an adventure that could expand the land and improve opportunities for American
families. The general population, mostly shielded from the worst elements of the war, could imagine
themselves participants in a great national movement without much sacrifice. Bolstered with
compelling images of heroic fighting men and the loyal women who bore children for the nation, war
supporters played on romantic notions of familial love to espouse population expansion and
territorial aggression while maintaining limitations on citizenship. 1812 demonstrates the
significance of this conflict in American history: the war that inspired The Star-Spangled Banner laid
the groundwork for a patriotism that still reverberates today.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: A History of Crime and the American Criminal Justice System Mitchel P.
Roth, 2018-10-10 This book offers a history of crime and the criminal justice system in America,
written particularly for students of criminal justice and those interested in the history of crime and
punishment. It follows the evolution of the criminal justice system chronologically and, when
necessary, offers parallels between related criminal justice issues in different historical eras. From
its antecedents in England to revolutionary times, to the American Civil War, right through the
twentieth century to the age of terrorism, this book combines a wealth of resources with keen
historical judgement to offer a fascinating account of the development of criminal justice in America.
A new chapter brings the story up to date, looking at criminal justice through the Obama era and the
early days of the Trump administration. Each chapter is broken down into four crucial components
related to the American criminal justice system from the historical perspective: lawmakers and the
judiciary; law enforcement; corrections; and crime and punishment. A range of pedagogical features,
including timelines of key events, learning objectives, critical thinking questions and sources, as well
as a full glossary of key terms and a Who’s Who in Criminal Justice History, ensures that readers are



well-equipped to navigate the immense body of knowledge related to criminal justice history.
Essential reading for Criminal Justice majors and historians alike, this book will be a fascinating text
for anyone interested in the development of the American criminal justice system from ancient times
to the present day.
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Taming Passion for the Public Good Mark E. Kann, 2013-04-01 “Kann's
latest tour de force explores the ambivalence, during the founding of our nation, about whether
political freedom should augur sexual freedom. Tracing the roots of patriarchal sexual repression
back to revolutionary America, Kann asks highly contemporary questions about the boundaries
between public and private life, suggesting, provocatively, that political and sexual freedom should
go hand in hand.” —Ben Agger, University of Texas at Arlington The American Revolution was
fought in the name of liberty. In popular imagination, the Revolution stands for the triumph of
populism and the death of patriarchal elites. But this is not the case, argues Mark E. Kann. Rather,
in the aftermath of the Revolution, America developed a society and system of laws that kept
patriarchal authority alive and well—especially when it came to the sex lives of citizens. In Taming
Passion for the Public Good, Kann contends that that despite the rhetoric of classical liberalism, the
founding generation did not trust ordinary citizens with extensive liberty. Under the guise of
paternalism, they were able simultaneously to retain social control while espousing liberal
principles, with the goal of ultimately molding the country into the new American ideal: a moral and
orderly citizenry that voluntarily did what was best for the public good. Mark E. Kann, Professor
Emeritus of Political Science and History, held the USC Associates Chair in Social Science at the
University of Southern California. He is the author of Republic of Men (NYU Press, 1998) and
Punishment, Prisons, and Patriarchy (NYU Press, 2005).
  the murder of helen jewett life and death a prostitute in nineteenth century new york
patricia cline cohen: Liberty on the Waterfront Paul A. Gilje, 2012-04-17 Through careful
research and colorful accounts, historian Paul A. Gilje discovers what liberty meant to an important
group of common men in American society, those who lived and worked on the waterfront and
aboard ships. In the process he reveals that the idealized vision of liberty associated with the
Founding Fathers had a much more immediate and complex meaning than previously thought. In
Liberty on the Waterfront: American Maritime Culture in the Age of Revolution, life aboard
warships, merchantmen, and whalers, as well as the interactions of mariners and others on shore, is
recreated in absorbing detail. Describing the important contributions of sailors to the resistance
movement against Great Britain and their experiences during the Revolutionary War, Gilje
demonstrates that, while sailors recognized the ideals of the Revolution, their idea of liberty was far
more individual in nature—often expressed through hard drinking and womanizing or joining a ship
of their choice. Gilje continues the story into the post-Revolutionary world highlighted by the Quasi
War with France, the confrontation with the Barbary Pirates, and the War of 1812.
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