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The Causes of the English Civil War: Unraveling the Complex Roots of Conflict

the causes of the english civil war are a fascinating subject that reveals
much about 17th-century England’s political, religious, and social fabric.
This tumultuous period saw a nation divided between the Royalists, who
supported King Charles I, and the Parliamentarians, who sought to limit the
monarchy's power. But what exactly led to this bitter conflict that reshaped
English governance and society? Let’s dive deep into the multiple factors
that fueled this historic war, exploring the interplay between political
tension, religious strife, economic pressures, and cultural clashes.

Political Causes: The Struggle for Power
Between King and Parliament

The English Civil War didn’t erupt overnight. It was the result of escalating
tensions between the monarchy and Parliament, which had been simmering for
decades. Understanding this power struggle is essential to grasping the root
causes of the war.

The Divine Right of Kings vs. Parliamentary Authority

King Charles I firmly believed in the divine right of kings, the idea that
monarchs were appointed by God and therefore had absolute authority over
their subjects. This belief put him on a collision course with Parliament,
which increasingly wanted a say in governance, especially concerning taxation
and laws. The king’s refusal to share power created a constitutional crisis.

Throughout the 1620s and 1630s, Charles often dissolved Parliament when it
challenged his authority and ruled without it for long periods—a phase known
as the “Personal Rule” or the “Eleven Years’ Tyranny.” This unilateral
exercise of power angered many, especially the landed gentry and merchants
who relied on Parliament to protect their interests.

Financial Struggles and Taxation Disputes

One of the key political grievances was over money. Charles I’s costly wars,
especially against Spain and France, drained the royal coffers. When
Parliament refused to grant new taxes without concessions, Charles resorted
to controversial methods of raising funds, including forced loans and “ship
money” – a tax traditionally levied on coastal towns but extended inland
during his reign.

These unpopular financial measures were seen as illegal and exploitative,
stoking resentment across the country. The refusal of Parliament to approve
funds without addressing grievances eventually led to a breakdown in trust,
making armed conflict more likely.



The Role of Parliament and its Divisions

It’s worth noting that Parliament itself was not a monolithic body. Divisions
between more radical members, who wanted sweeping reforms, and moderates who
sought compromise, complicated the political landscape. The Long Parliament
(1640–1660) became a battleground for these factions, with escalating demands
for limiting royal prerogative, culminating in the Grand Remonstrance of 1641
— a list of grievances against Charles I.

Religious Causes: Conflicts Over Faith and
Governance

Religion played a pivotal role in the causes of the English Civil War,
intertwining with politics in ways that deepened distrust and hostility.

Puritanism and Religious Reform

Many in England, particularly in Parliament, were Puritans who wanted to
“purify” the Church of England from what they saw as lingering Catholic
practices. They opposed the high Anglican rituals promoted by Archbishop
William Laud, who sought to enforce religious uniformity and strengthen the
authority of bishops.

This religious tension was not merely about worship styles but about who
controlled the church and its influence on society. Puritans feared a return
to Catholicism under Charles I’s rule, especially given his marriage to a
Catholic French princess, Henrietta Maria.

Charles I’s Religious Policies and Their Impact

Charles I and Laud’s attempts to impose the Anglican Book of Common Prayer on
Scotland triggered the Bishops’ Wars (1639-1640), which ended disastrously
for the king. The Scottish resistance highlighted the dangers of religious
authoritarianism and further weakened Charles’s position.

Additionally, harsh measures against Puritans and other dissenters alienated
a significant portion of the population, who saw the king as a tyrant
threatening their religious freedoms.

Economic and Social Factors: Underlying
Grievances of a Changing Society

Beyond politics and religion, economic and social changes contributed to the
unrest that sparked the English Civil War.



Economic Pressures on the Gentry and Merchants

The early 17th century saw shifts in economic power, with the rising merchant
class gaining influence. Many merchants and landowners supported Parliament
because they wanted a government that favored trade, property rights, and the
rule of law over royal absolutism.

Moreover, economic hardships such as poor harvests, inflation, and
unemployment increased dissatisfaction, especially among the lower classes.
While not the primary cause, these pressures created a volatile environment
ripe for conflict.

Social Divisions and Regional Differences

England was not uniform in its loyalties. The rural gentry in the North and
West often supported the king, while commercial centers in the South and East
leaned towards Parliament. These regional divides reflected different
economic interests, religious beliefs, and social structures.

The war, therefore, was as much about these social cleavages as about
political ideology. Understanding the distinct priorities of various groups
helps explain why the conflict was so intense and widespread.

Immediate Triggers: The Spark that Ignited the
War

While long-term causes set the stage, several immediate events pushed the
nation into civil war.

The Attempt to Arrest Five Members of Parliament

In January 1642, King Charles I made a fateful decision to enter the House of
Commons with armed guards to arrest five members of Parliament accused of
treason. This unprecedented breach of parliamentary privilege shocked many
and was seen as a blatant abuse of power.

The failure to capture the members and Charles’s subsequent departure from
London intensified fears that he intended to rule as a dictator, rallying
Parliamentarians to prepare for armed resistance.

Rising Militancy and the Formation of Armies

By mid-1642, both sides were raising armies. Parliament formed the New Model
Army, emphasizing discipline and meritocracy, while the Royalists gathered
loyalist forces. The country was effectively split, with neighbors and even
families divided over allegiance.

This militarization underscored how the underlying causes had evolved from
political disputes into outright warfare.



Understanding the Causes in a Broader
Historical Context

The causes of the English Civil War cannot be viewed in isolation. They
reflect broader trends in European history during the early modern period —
the struggle between emerging parliamentary systems and traditional
monarchies, religious conflicts sparked by the Reformation, and the social
transformations driven by economic change.

The war itself profoundly influenced the future of constitutional monarchy,
the rights of citizens, and religious tolerance in England and beyond. By
tracing its causes, we gain insight into how complex historical forces
converge to shape pivotal moments.

Exploring these roots also offers valuable lessons about the dangers of
political polarization, rigid ideological stances, and the failure to find
compromise in governance. The English Civil War serves as a potent reminder
that unresolved tensions in society can escalate dramatically if not
addressed with foresight and dialogue.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main political causes of the English
Civil War?

The main political causes included the struggle for power between King
Charles I and Parliament, disagreements over the extent of royal authority,
and Charles's attempts to rule without Parliament, which led to widespread
distrust and conflict.

How did religious tensions contribute to the outbreak
of the English Civil War?

Religious tensions played a significant role, as conflicts arose between
Anglicans, Puritans, and Catholics. King Charles I's support for high
Anglican practices and his marriage to a Catholic queen alarmed Puritans and
other Protestant groups, increasing divisions that fueled the war.

What economic factors led to the English Civil War?

Economic causes included disputes over taxation without parliamentary
consent, financial pressures from costly wars, and economic hardship among
different social classes, which increased dissatisfaction with the monarchy
and Parliament.

How did King Charles I's personal rule contribute to
the English Civil War?

King Charles I's eleven years of Personal Rule (1629-1640), during which he
governed without calling Parliament, alienated many political leaders and
escalated tensions, as he imposed unpopular taxes and religious reforms.



What role did the conflict between the monarchy and
Parliament play in causing the English Civil War?

The conflict centered on whether the king or Parliament held ultimate
authority. Parliament sought to limit royal power and protect its privileges,
while Charles I believed in the divine right of kings, leading to a power
struggle that triggered the war.

How did the issue of taxation without parliamentary
approval cause the English Civil War?

Charles I's attempts to raise revenue through taxes like ship money without
Parliament's consent were seen as illegal and tyrannical, causing widespread
resentment and contributing to the breakdown of trust between the king and
his subjects.

In what way did the Scottish and Irish conflicts
influence the causes of the English Civil War?

Charles I's attempts to impose Anglican practices in Scotland sparked the
Bishops' Wars, and unrest in Ireland further strained resources and political
stability, forcing Charles to summon Parliament to raise funds, which
intensified political conflicts leading to war.

How did social divisions in 17th-century England
contribute to the outbreak of the English Civil War?

Social divisions between the rural gentry, urban merchants, and the common
people, as well as differing religious and political loyalties, created fault
lines that were exploited during the conflict, making it easier for the war
to erupt.

What impact did Charles I's marriage to a Catholic
queen have on the causes of the English Civil War?

Charles I's marriage to Henrietta Maria, a Catholic French princess,
heightened fears of Catholic influence and absolutism among Protestant
English subjects, exacerbating religious fears and political opposition that
helped trigger the civil war.

Additional Resources
The Causes of the English Civil War: A Detailed Examination

the causes of the english civil war are complex and multifaceted, involving
political, religious, social, and economic factors that converged in the
mid-17th century. This pivotal conflict, which erupted between 1642 and 1651,
fundamentally reshaped the English monarchy, governance, and society.
Understanding the intricate causes behind this civil war offers critical
insights into the tensions that can arise when authority, belief, and power
collide.



Political Tensions and the Struggle for Power

At the heart of the causes of the English civil war was a profound political
crisis. The conflict stemmed largely from disputes between King Charles I and
Parliament over the extent and limits of royal authority. Charles I’s belief
in the divine right of kings—asserting that monarchs are answerable only to
God—clashed with Parliament's growing insistence on shared governance and
constitutional limits.

Royal Authority vs Parliamentary Power

During the early 17th century, England’s political landscape was marked by an
escalating power struggle. Charles I repeatedly dissolved Parliament when it
challenged his policies, ruling without it for eleven years in what is known
as the Personal Rule (1629–1640). This period intensified parliamentary
resentment, as the king sought to bypass legislative approval to raise funds
and impose unpopular taxes.

When Charles finally recalled Parliament in 1640 due to financial pressures
from wars in Scotland and Ireland, tensions flared. The Long Parliament,
convened in November 1640, pushed back against royal overreach, demanding
reforms and the curtailment of the king’s prerogatives. This confrontation
set the stage for armed conflict.

The Role of Key Political Figures

Prominent figures such as Oliver Cromwell and John Pym emerged as leaders
advocating parliamentary authority. Their influence helped to galvanize
opposition to the king’s policies. Conversely, royalist supporters championed
the preservation of traditional monarchical powers. The polarization between
these camps deepened political divisions, which were among the primary causes
of the English civil war.

Religious Divisions and Conflicts

Religion was another fundamental factor contributing to the outbreak of war.
The early 17th century in England was a period of intense religious tension,
marked by disputes between different Protestant factions, as well as fears of
Catholic influence.

Puritanism and Anglicanism

The rise of Puritanism, a movement advocating for a more rigorous and
simplified form of Protestantism, challenged the established Church of
England, which was closely aligned with royal authority. Many Puritans viewed
King Charles I’s religious policies and his support for Archbishop William
Laud’s reforms as attempts to reintroduce Catholic practices.

This religious friction fueled distrust and animosity toward the monarchy.



Parliament, with a strong Puritan presence, often opposed the king’s
religious policies, seeing them as threats to true Protestantism and
individual liberties.

Fear of Catholicism and Foreign Influence

Charles I’s marriage to Henrietta Maria, a Catholic French princess,
heightened fears of a Catholic resurgence. Anti-Catholic sentiment was
widespread, and any perceived tolerance or favoritism toward Catholics by the
king alarmed many English Protestants. The potential for foreign Catholic
influence over English affairs added another layer of suspicion and
contributed to the causes of the English civil war.

Economic Strains and Social Unrest

Economic factors also played a critical role in the causes of the English
civil war. The early 17th century saw significant social and economic changes
that exacerbated tensions between different classes and regions.

Taxation and Financial Pressures

Charles I’s need for revenue to fund military campaigns led to controversial
taxation measures, such as ship money, which was levied without parliamentary
consent. These fiscal policies were deeply unpopular and seen as illegal by
many, fueling resistance among the gentry and commoners alike.

Regional and Class Divides

Economic disparities between regions also influenced allegiances during the
conflict. For example, many rural areas and northern counties, where
traditional hierarchies were stronger, tended to support the king. In
contrast, prosperous urban centers in the south and east, with emerging
merchant classes and Puritan influences, often sided with Parliament.

Social unrest, driven by inflation, poor harvests, and unemployment, created
an environment ripe for conflict. Discontent with economic hardship and
governance failures helped transform political and religious grievances into
open rebellion.

Immediate Triggers and the Road to War

While long-term issues set the backdrop, several immediate events accelerated
the slide to civil war.



The Irish Rebellion of 1641

The outbreak of rebellion in Ireland in 1641 heightened fears of a Catholic
uprising and intensified mistrust between Charles I and Parliament. The
king’s hesitancy to allow parliamentary control over the army to suppress the
rebellion was interpreted as an attempt to raise forces against his
parliamentary opponents.

The Grand Remonstrance and Breakdown of Negotiations

In November 1641, Parliament issued the Grand Remonstrance, a detailed list
of grievances against the king’s policies. The document’s passage deepened
divisions, as it polarized opinion within both Parliament and the country.

Attempts at negotiation failed, culminating in Charles I’s decision to arrest
five members of Parliament in January 1642—an act seen as a gross violation
of parliamentary privilege and a point of no return. This event led directly
to the outbreak of hostilities later that year.

Summary of Key Causes

To encapsulate, the primary causes of the English civil war can be summarized
as follows:

Political Power Struggles: Conflicts between royal absolutism and
parliamentary authority.

Religious Conflicts: Tensions between Puritan reformers, the Anglican
Church, and fears of Catholic influence.

Economic Pressures: Unpopular taxation, regional disparities, and social
unrest.

Immediate Catalysts: The Irish rebellion, the Grand Remonstrance, and
failed negotiations.

These interwoven causes created a volatile environment that ultimately led to
a civil war, fundamentally altering the trajectory of English constitutional
history and laying the groundwork for modern parliamentary democracy.

The Causes Of The English Civil War

  the causes of the english civil war: The Causes of the English Civil War A. Hughes,
1998-12-14 The causes of the English civil war have provoked fierce controversy amongst historians
ever since the seventeenth century. The period is still one which matters to people, one over which
they take sides. Such an enormous amount of work is published on the civil war that it is impossible
for non-specialists to keep up with debates, hence the value of this synthesis. This book is intended
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as a guide and introduction to this massive outpouring of scholarship, including discussion of
revisionist and post-revisionist work. It is a vigorous overview which seeks to focus sharply on
original recent approaches. It examines English developments in a broader British and European
context, and explores current debates on the nature of the political process and the divisions over
religion and politics. Finally, it analyses controversial attempts to set the civil war in a social
context, and to connect social change to broad cultural cleavages in England.
  the causes of the english civil war: The Causes of the English Civil War Ann Hughes, 1991
  the causes of the english civil war: The Causes of the English Civil War Ann Hughes,
1998-12-14 This book is intended as a guide and introduction to recent scholarship on the causes of
the English civil war. It examines English developments in a broader British and European context,
and explores current debates on the nature of the political process and the divisions over religion
and politics. It then analyses renewed attempts to set the civil war in a social context, and to connect
social change to broad cultural cleavages in England. The author also provides her own positive
interpretation which takes account of the valuable insights of revisionist approaches, but concludes
that long term ideological divisions and tensions arising from social change were crucial in causing
the civil war.
  the causes of the english civil war: The Causes of the English Civil War Conrad Russell,
1990
  the causes of the english civil war: The Causes of the English Revolution, 1529-1642
Lawrence Stone, 2002 This anthology examines Love's Labours Lost from a variety of perspectives
and through a wide range of materials. Selections discuss the play in terms of historical context,
dating, and sources; character analysis; comic elements and verbal conceits; evidence of authorship;
performance analysis; and feminist interpretations. Alongside theater reviews, production
photographs, and critical commentary, the volume also includes essays written by practicing theater
artists who have worked on the play. An index by name, literary work, and concept rounds out this
valuable resource.
  the causes of the english civil war: The Causes of the English Civil War Robert J Acheson,
1991
  the causes of the english civil war: The Causes of the English Civil War Conrad Russell, 1990
Basing his study on extensive new research Professor Russell provides the fullest account yet
available of the origins of one of the most significant events in British history.
  the causes of the english civil war: The Economic Causes of the English Civil War
George Yerby, 2019-08-19 This is a coordinated presentation of the economic basis of revolutionary
change in 16th- and early-17th century England, addressing a crucial but neglected phase of
historical development. It traces a transformation in the agrarian economy and substantiates the
decisive scale on which this took place, showing how the new forms of occupation and practice on
the land related to seminal changes in the general dynamics of commercial activity. An integrated,
self-regulating national market generated new imperatives, particularly a demand for a right of
freedom of trade from arbitrary exactions and restraints. This took political force through the special
status that rights of consent had acquired in England, based on the rise of sovereign representative
law following the Break with Rome. These associations were reflected in a distinctive
merchant-gentry alliance, seeking to establish freedom of trade and representative control of public
finance, through parliament. This produced a persistent challenge to royal prerogatives such as
impositions from 1610 onwards. Parliamentary provision, especially legislation, came to be seen as
essential to good government. These ambitions led to the first revolutionary measures of the Long
Parliament in early 1641, establishing automatic parliaments and the normative force of freedom of
trade.
  the causes of the english civil war: English Civil War Kelly Mass, 2024-01-16 The English
Civil War (1642–1651) was a series of conflicts and political struggles between Parliamentarians
(Roundheads) and Royalists (Cavaliers) in England, with wider ramifications across Scotland and
Ireland. The primary issues at stake were England's governance and matters of religious freedom.[2]



The war consisted of three phases, with the first (1642–1646) and second (1648–1649) wars fought
between supporters of King Charles I and the Long Parliament, while the third (1649–1651) saw
battles between supporters of King Charles II and the Rump Parliament. The Scottish Covenanters
and Irish Confederates also played significant roles. Ultimately, the Parliamentarians emerged
victorious after the Battle of Worcester on 3 September 1651. The unique aspect of these civil wars
was that they were not solely about determining who would rule, but also concerned the governance
of the entire British Isles, including England, Scotland, and Ireland. The outcomes included the trial
and execution of Charles I in 1649, the exile of his son Charles II in 1651, and the establishment of
the Commonwealth of England under the personal rule of Oliver Cromwell from 1653 (as the
Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland) and briefly his son Richard (1658–1659). The
Church of England's monopoly on worship was ended in England, and the victors in Ireland
consolidated the Protestant Ascendancy. Additionally, the wars set the precedent that an English
monarch cannot govern without Parliament's consent, a concept further enshrined with
Parliamentary sovereignty during the Glorious Revolution in 1688.
  the causes of the english civil war: The English Civil War Martyn Bennett, 2009-11-02 This
comprehensive work of reference gives full consideration to the whole conflict, including its Welsh,
Scottish, and Irish dimensions. Entries include biographies of the key personalities, key events,
battles, military institutions of the conflict, the run-up to the conflict, the wars themselves, and the
aftermath. From the St. Giles riots in Edinburgh in 1637 to the restoration of Charles II on May 8,
1660, this book provides all the facts and figures that an armchair general would ever need.
  the causes of the english civil war: The English Civil Wars 1642–1651 Peter Gaunt,
2014-06-06 The period 1642-1651, one of the most turbulent in the history of mainland Britian, saw
the country torn by civil wars. Focusing on the English and Welsh wars this book examines the
causes, course and consequences of the conflicts. While offering a concise military account that
assesses the wars in their national, regional and local contexts, Dr Gaunt provides a full appraisal of
the severity of the wars and the true extent of the impact on civilian life, highlighting areas of
continued historical debate. The personal experiences and biographies of key players are also
included in this comprehensive and fascinating account.
  the causes of the english civil war: The English Civil War Peter Gaunt, 2014-05-09 Sir, God
hath taken away your eldest son by a cannon shot. It brake his leg. We were necessitated to have it
cut off, whereof he died.' In one of the most famous and moving letters of the Civil War, Oliver
Cromwell told his brother-in-law that on 2 July 1644 Parliament had won an emphatic victory over a
Royalist army commanded by King Charles I's nephew, Prince Rupert, on rolling moorland west of
York. But that battle, Marston Moor, had also slain his own nephew, the recipient's firstborn. In this
vividly narrated history of the deadly conflict that engulfed the nation during the 1640s, Peter Gaunt
shows that, with the exception of World War I, the death-rate was higher than any other contest in
which Britain has participated. Numerous towns and villages were garrisoned, attacked, damaged or
wrecked. The landscape was profoundly altered. Yet amidst all the blood and killing, the fighting was
also a catalyst for profound social change and innovation. Charting major battles, raids and
engagements, the author uses rich contemporary accounts to explore the life-changing experience of
war for those involved, whether musketeers at Cheriton, dragoons at Edgehill or Cromwell's
disciplined Ironsides at Naseby (1645).
  the causes of the english civil war: The English Civil War John Adamson, 2008-12-16 John
Adamson provides a new synthesis of current research on the political crisis that engulfed England
in the 1640s. Drawing on new archival findings and challenging current orthodoxies, these essays by
leading historians offer a variety of original perspectives, locating English events firmly within a
'three kingdoms' context.
  the causes of the english civil war: The English Civil War Nick Lipscombe, 2020-09-17 'The
English Civil War is a joy to behold, a thing of beauty... this will be the civil war atlas against which
all others will judged and the battle maps in particular will quickly become the benchmark for all
future civil war maps.' - Professor Martyn Bennett, Department of History, Languages and Global



Studies, Nottingham Trent University The English Civil Wars (1638–51) comprised the deadliest
conflict ever fought on British soil, in which brother took up arms against brother, father fought
against son, and towns, cities and villages fortified themselves in the cause of Royalists or
Parliamentarians. Although much historical attention has focused on the events in England and the
key battles of Edgehill, Marston Moor and Naseby, this was a conflict that engulfed the entirety of
the Three Kingdoms and led to a trial and execution that profoundly shaped the British monarchy
and Parliament. This beautifully presented atlas tells the whole story of Britain's revolutionary civil
war, from the earliest skirmishes of the Bishops' Wars in 1639–40 through to 1651, when Charles II's
defeat at Worcester crushed the Royalist cause, leading to a decade of Stuart exile. Each map is
supported by a detailed text, providing a complete explanation of the complex and fluctuating
conflict that ultimately meant that the Crown would always be answerable to Parliament.
  the causes of the english civil war: The Causes of the English Civil War Norah Carlin,
1999-02-05 This book provides students with the essential background to the English Civil War and
to the historical debates surrounding its causes.
  the causes of the english civil war: A Brief History of the English Civil Wars John Miller,
2013-02-07 Miller provides a clear and comprehensible narrative, a coherent and accurate synthesis,
intended as a guide for students and the general reader to an extremely complex period in British
history. His aim is to help readers avoid getting lost in a maze of detail and rather to maintain a
grasp of the big picture. Although the English Civil War is usually seen, in England at least, as a
conflict between two sides, it involved the Scots, the Irish and the army and the people of England,
especially London. At some points, events occurred and perspectives changed with such disorienting
rapidity that even those who lived through these events were confused as to where they stood in
relation to one another. As the 1640s wore on, events unfolded in ways which the participants had
not expected and in many cases did not want. Hindsight might suggest that everything led logically
to the trial and execution of the king, but these were in fact highly improbable outcomes. Since the
1980s, a 'three kingdoms' approach has become almost compulsory, but Miller's focus is
unashamedly on England. Events in Scotland and Ireland are covered only insofar as they had an
impact on events in England.
  the causes of the english civil war: English Civil War Hourly History, 2016-10-24 English
Civil War In 1642, King Charles I and the elected Parliament of England went to war over the future
of the Stuart kingdom. Over the next nine years three Civil Wars would be fought, devastating the
populations of England, Scotland and Ireland and claiming a death toll of an estimated 800,000
people, including King Charles I himself. Inside you will read about... - Reasons to go to War - The
First English Civil War: Choose Your Side - The First English Civil War: The War Begins - The First
English Civil War: The War Spreads - The First English Civil War: A New Model Army - The Second
Civil War - The Third Civil War With the authority of the monarchy, the freedom of Parliament and
the power of religion at stake, the English Civil Wars decided the future of the Great Britain and
influenced the future of politics around the world.
  the causes of the english civil war: The English Civil War 1640-1649 Martyn Bennett,
2014-05-12 The English Civil War (1642-53) is one of the most crucial periods in British history.
Martyn Bennett introduces the reader to the main debates surrounding the Civil War which continue
to be debated by historians. He considers the repercussions both on government and religion, of
Parliament's failure to secure stability after the Royalist defeat in 1646, and argues that this opened
the way for far more radical reforms. The book deals with the military campaigns in all four nations,
placing the war in its full British and Irish context.
  the causes of the english civil war: The English Civil War and Revolution Keith Lindley,
2013-11-05 The origins, nature and consequence of the English Civil War are subjects of continuing
historical controversy. The English Civil War and Revolution is a wide ranging, accessible
sourcebook covering the principal aspects of the mid-seventeenth century crisis. It presents a
comprehensive guide to the historiographical debates involved. Drawing on a variety of source
material such as official records, private correspondence, diaries, minutes of debates and petitions,



this text provides: * contextual introductions to documents * a comprehensive glossary of
seventeenth century terms * a chronology of events for reference * illustrations, including
contemporary woodcuts. While familiarising students with some of the main sources drawn upon by
historians working in the field, The English Civil War and Revolution contains many extracts from
unpublished, manuscript sources. By taking sources from all levels of society and grouping them
thematically, this book offers a number of viewpoints on the civil war and revolution, thus aiding
understanding of this complex period.
  the causes of the english civil war: The English Civil War, 1642-1651 Philip J.
Haythornthwaite, 1998 A detailed and compelling account of the English Civil War. The text in this
title, concentrates upon the military events of the Civil Wars, the armies, their composition,
equipment and life, but includes as much of the 'general' history of the Civil Wars as is necessary to
illuminate the causes and influences upon the military aspects. The published literature concerning
the wars is vast, and aided by the notes and bibliography the reader will be able to pursue in greater
depths those topics which are contained in this book.
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