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Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln is a phrase that encapsulates
one of the most fascinating political strategies in American history. Abraham Lincoln's
remarkable ability to unify a divided nation during its most turbulent era was not just the
product of luck or circumstance—it was a deliberate, masterful exercise in leadership and
political acumen. His leadership style, famously chronicled in Doris Kearns Goodwin’s
acclaimed book "Team of Rivals," reveals how Lincoln’s inclusion of political adversaries in
his cabinet helped him navigate the challenges of the Civil War and redefine the art of
governance.

The Concept Behind Team of Rivals

When Lincoln won the presidency in 1860, he faced a deeply fractured political landscape.
The country was on the brink of civil war, with strong factions vying for power and
influence. Instead of surrounding himself with loyalists or allies who shared his views,
Lincoln did something unconventional: he appointed his political rivals—men who had
competed against him for the Republican nomination—to key positions in his cabinet.

This approach was not without risks. These men had different, sometimes conflicting
ideologies and ambitions. Yet, Lincoln believed that by embracing this diversity of opinions
and talents, he could form a stronger, more effective leadership team. This concept of
"team of rivals" demonstrated Lincoln’s exceptional political genius in recognizing that
unity did not mean uniformity, but rather the ability to harness different perspectives
toward a common goal.

Why Embrace Rivals?

Lincoln’s decision to include his rivals was grounded in several key insights:

- **Dijverse Expertise:** Each rival brought unique skills and viewpoints that complemented
one another.

- ¥*Strength through Debate:** Conflicting opinions encouraged healthy debate, leading to
more robust decision-making.

- **Political Balance:** Including rivals helped broaden support across different factions
within the Republican Party and beyond.

- **Mutual Respect:** Lincoln’s humility and emotional intelligence allowed him to manage
egos and foster collaboration.

By building a cabinet that embodied this spirit of collaboration despite personal and
political differences, Lincoln created an environment where difficult decisions could be



debated openly, ultimately strengthening the Union’s resolve.

The Key Figures in Lincoin’s Cabinet

Understanding Lincoln’s team of rivals involves looking closely at the main figures who
shaped his administration. Each had their own ambitions and political histories, yet
together they formed the backbone of Lincoln’s presidency.

William H. Seward: The Secretary of State

Seward was perhaps Lincoln’s most formidable rival during the 1860 Republican
nomination. A seasoned politician with a national reputation, Seward was initially reluctant
to serve under Lincoln. However, Lincoln’s respect and willingness to listen helped Seward
become a crucial ally. As Secretary of State, Seward managed foreign affairs deftly,
ensuring European powers remained neutral during the Civil War.

Salmon P. Chase: The Secretary of the Treasury

Chase was another rival who once aspired to the presidency. Known for his strong anti-
slavery stance, Chase’s financial expertise was vital in stabilizing the Union’s economy
during wartime. While he sometimes clashed with Lincoln, their mutual respect allowed
them to work through disagreements effectively.

Edward Bates and Gideon Welles

Edward Bates served as Attorney General, and Gideon Welles as Secretary of the Navy,
both bringing valuable administrative skills and loyalty to the Union cause. Their inclusion
reflected Lincoln’s desire to balance regional and political interests within his cabinet.

How Lincoln’s Political Genius Shaped the Civil
War Era

The success of Lincoln’s "team of rivals" strategy was evident in how his administration
navigated the immense challenges of the Civil War. The cabinet was marked by vigorous
debates, but Lincoln’s leadership ensured that conflicts didn’t devolve into chaos.

Leadership Through Empathy and Listening



One of Lincoln’s greatest strengths was his ability to listen carefully to opposing viewpoints
without losing sight of his own principles. He encouraged open dialogue among his cabinet
members, making space for dissent while maintaining unity. This emotional intelligence
helped him manage a team of strong personalities and divergent opinions effectively.

Balancing Political Ambition and National Interest

Lincoln understood the ambitions of his rivals but prioritized the national interest above
personal gains. By giving his rivals meaningful roles, he turned potential adversaries into
partners. This not only strengthened his administration but also helped him maintain
political stability during a time when the country could easily have fractured further.

Decision-Making Amidst Crisis

The Civil War demanded swift and often difficult decisions. Lincoln’s cabinet debates were
intense, but his ability to synthesize differing views and make informed choices was crucial.
Whether it was the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation or military strategies,
Lincoln’s political genius lay in combining diverse advice with his own judgment.

Lessons from Lincoln’s Team of Rivals for Modern
Leadership

The concept of team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln continues to resonate
today, offering timeless lessons for leaders in politics, business, and beyond.

Embrace Diversity of Thought

Lincoln’s approach shows the power of bringing together individuals with varied
perspectives. Modern leaders can benefit from encouraging debate and dissent to foster
innovation and avoid groupthink.

Lead with Humility and Emotional Intelligence

Lincoln’s success was partly due to his humility and ability to manage egos. Recognizing
that leadership is about service and collaboration rather than domination helps build
strong, resilient teams.



Focus on Common Goals Over Personal Differences

By prioritizing the greater mission, Lincoln turned potential conflicts into productive
partnerships. This mindset is crucial for any leader managing diverse teams in high-
pressure environments.

Be Willing to Make Difficult Decisions

Leadership often involves making unpopular choices. Lincoln’s example teaches the
importance of balancing input from advisors with decisive action to navigate crises
effectively.

The Enduring Legacy of Lincoln’s Political Genius

More than 150 years after Lincoln’s presidency, the idea of a "team of rivals" remains a
powerful example of leadership in action. His political genius was not just about winning
elections or preserving the Union—it was about redefining how leaders can harness conflict
and difference to achieve extraordinary outcomes.

From historians and political scientists to corporate executives and everyday leaders,
Lincoln’s story inspires a deeper understanding of collaboration, resilience, and the courage
to lead inclusively. The political genius of Abraham Lincoln, illuminated through his team of
rivals, reminds us that true leadership is as much about bringing people together as it is
about guiding them forward.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Team of Rivals: The Political
Genius of Abraham Lincoln'?

The main theme of "Team of Rivals' is how Abraham Lincoln successfully managed a cabinet
composed of his political opponents, using their talents and perspectives to navigate the
challenges of his presidency during the Civil War.

Who is the author of 'Team of Rivals: The Political
Genius of Abraham Lincoln'?

The author of 'Team of Rivals' is Doris Kearns Goodwin, a renowned American biographer
and historian.



How does 'Team of Rivals' portray Abraham Lincoln's
leadership style?

The book portrays Lincoln as a humble, empathetic, and strategic leader who valued
collaboration and was adept at managing conflicting personalities and opinions to achieve
common goals.

Why did Abraham Lincoln choose his political rivals for
his cabinet, according to the book?

Lincoln chose his political rivals to create a balanced cabinet that represented different
factions within the Republican Party, believing their combined strengths would help unify
the nation and strengthen his administration.

What impact did 'Team of Rivals' have on popular
culture or media?

‘Team of Rivals' inspired the 2012 film 'Lincoln,' directed by Steven Spielberg, which
brought wider public attention to Lincoln's leadership and political acumen during the Civil
War.

How does 'Team of Rivals' contribute to our
understanding of the American Civil War?

The book provides in-depth insight into the political dynamics, leadership challenges, and
personal relationships that influenced key decisions during the Civil War, offering a nuanced
perspective on the era.

What lessons on leadership can readers learn from
'Team of Rivals'?

Readers can learn the importance of humility, inclusiveness, emotional intelligence, and the
ability to work with diverse viewpoints to overcome challenges and achieve effective
leadership.

Additional Resources

Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln is a phrase that encapsulates
one of the most remarkable aspects of Abraham Lincoln’s presidency. It refers to Lincoln’s
strategic brilliance in assembling a cabinet composed not of political allies or loyalists, but
rather of his fiercest competitors and ideological opponents. This unconventional approach,
meticulously chronicled in Doris Kearns Goodwin’s acclaimed book *Team of Rivals: The
Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln*, offers profound insights into Lincoln’s leadership style,
his political acumen, and the broader implications for governance during one of the most



turbulent periods in American history.

Understanding Lincoln’s Political Context

To fully appreciate the concept of Lincoln as a political genius organizing a “team of rivals,”
it is essential to situate his leadership within the pre-Civil War era’s volatile political
landscape. The United States was deeply divided over issues such as slavery, states’ rights,
and sectionalism. Lincoln emerged from the Republican Party as a relatively moderate
voice but faced intense rivalries from within his own ranks and from the opposing
Democratic Party.

Rather than marginalize his political adversaries, Lincoln adopted a unifying strategy. This
approach was not merely about power consolidation but reflected a nuanced understanding
of diverse viewpoints and the necessity to harness collective wisdom during a national
crisis. His cabinet appointments—comprising figures like William H. Seward, Salmon P.
Chase, and Edward Bates—illustrate a deliberate policy of inclusion aimed at transforming
rivalry into productive collaboration.

The Strategic Formation of Lincoln’s Cabinet

Balancing Rival Ambitions

One of the most compelling aspects of Lincoln’s political genius is his ability to balance the
ambitions and egos of his cabinet members. Many of these individuals had sought the
presidency themselves, making the cabinet a veritable assembly of political heavyweights
with conflicting agendas. For instance, William H. Seward, the former New York governor
and a leading contender for the Republican nomination in 1860, was appointed Secretary of
State. Salmon P. Chase, a fierce abolitionist and former Ohio governor, became Secretary of
the Treasury.

Lincoln’s decision to bring these rivals into his inner circle was a calculated risk. It required
exceptional interpersonal skills to manage tensions and foster cooperation. Rather than
suppress dissent, Lincoln encouraged open debate, creating an environment where diverse
opinions contributed to policy-making. This inclusive leadership style enhanced the
administration’s adaptability and resilience in facing the Civil War’s unprecedented
challenges.

Leadership Style and Decision-Making

Lincoln’s leadership was characterized by humility and pragmatism. Unlike many leaders
who might insist on absolute loyalty, he valued competence and principled disagreement.
His ability to listen and synthesize conflicting perspectives exemplified a collaborative
decision-making process that was rare among 19th-century political leaders.



Moreover, Lincoln’s emotional intelligence played a critical role. By acknowledging the
strengths of his rivals and giving them significant responsibilities, he earned their respect
and commitment. This approach minimized factionalism within the cabinet and allowed for
more effective governance, particularly in wartime.

Impact on the Civil War and American Politics

Managing a Nation Divided

The Civil War presented Lincoln with unparalleled challenges, not only militarily but
politically. His “team of rivals” approach enabled him to mobilize the best minds across the
political spectrum to address issues ranging from military strategy to economic policy. For
example, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, initially opposed to Lincoln, became one of his
most loyal and effective allies, demonstrating the transformative potential of Lincoln’s
inclusive leadership.

This coalition-building was fundamental in maintaining the Union and navigating the
complex dynamics of wartime governance. By integrating diverse viewpoints, Lincoln could
formulate policies that balanced competing interests, such as the emancipation of slaves
and the preservation of the Union.

Legacy in Modern Political Leadership

Lincoln’s political genius, as portrayed in *Team of Rivals*, has had a lasting influence on
contemporary leadership theories and practices. His model of inclusive leadership contrasts
sharply with more authoritarian or partisan approaches, underscoring the value of
embracing dissent and building consensus among ideological opponents.

Political analysts and historians often cite Lincoln’s cabinet as a benchmark for effective
leadership in divided times. The concept of assembling a “team of rivals” has been studied
extensively in leadership development programs, highlighting its relevance beyond
historical interest.

Key Features of Lincoln’s Political Strategy

Inclusivity: Embracing political opponents to foster diverse perspectives.

Emotional Intelligence: Managing egos and interpersonal dynamics skillfully.

Pragmatism: Prioritizing effective governance over ideological purity.

Open Dialogue: Encouraging debate to enhance decision-making quality.



e Strategic Risk-Taking: Willingness to appoint rivals to key positions despite
potential conflicts.

Pros and Cons of the Team of Rivals Approach

* Pros:

[¢]

Harnesses diverse expertise and viewpoints.

o

Reduces factionalism by integrating rivals into shared goals.

[¢]

Fosters innovation through constructive conflict.

[¢]

Demonstrates political maturity and confidence.

e Cons:
o Risk of internal discord and slow decision-making.
o Potential for power struggles and undermining authority.

o Challenges in managing competing ambitions.

Comparative Perspectives: Lincoln Versus Other
Leaders

When juxtaposed with other political leaders of his era, Lincoln’s approach stands out for its
sophistication and results. Many contemporaries preferred homogenous cabinets aligned
closely with their ideology, often leading to echo chambers and inflexibility. Lincoln’s
embrace of rivalry exemplifies a leadership paradigm that values adaptability and inclusion.

In modern politics, few leaders have replicated Lincoln’s success with a team of rivals.
However, the principle resonates in bipartisan efforts and coalition governments worldwide,
where bridging divides is essential for effective governance.

Lincoln’s ability to maintain unity among such a diverse cabinet also contrasts with leaders
who rely heavily on patronage or cronyism, often to the detriment of policy effectiveness
and institutional integrity.



Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Lincoln’s
Political Genius

The story of *Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln* is more than a
historical account; it is a study in leadership that transcends time. Lincoln’s capacity to
unite adversaries around a common purpose amidst a nation’s gravest crisis remains a
powerful example of how political genius involves not only vision but also empathy,
strategic thinking, and courage.

In an era marked by increasing polarization, revisiting Lincoln’s approach offers valuable
lessons for leaders seeking to bridge divides and govern effectively. The legacy of Lincoln’s
team of rivals continues to inform discussions on leadership, collaboration, and the art of
politics.

Team Of Rivals The Political Genius Of Abraham Lincoln

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Team of Rivals Doris Kearns
Goodwin, 2012-10-16 Presents an overview of the presidency of Abraham Lincoln, explaining the
genius of his political savvy, and describes the context in which he assigned a cadre of his fiercest
rivals as his closest cabinet advisors.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Team of Rivals Doris Kearns
Goodwin, 2009-02-12 In this monumental multiple biography, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Doris
Kearns Goodwin studies Abraham Lincoln's mastery of men. She shows how he saved Civil War-torn
America by appointing his fiercest rivals to key cabinet positions, making them help achieve his
vision for peace. As well as a thrilling piece of narrative history, it's an inspiring study of one of the
greatest leaders the world has ever seen. A book to bury yourself in.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Team of Rivals Doris Kearns
Goodwin, 2013 An analysis of Abraham Lincoln's political talents identifies the character strengths
and abilities that enabled his successful election, in an account that also describes how he used the
same abilities to rally former opponents in winning the Civil War.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Team of Rivals Doris Kearns
Goodwin, 2005-01-01 When the 1860 Republican National Convention chose Abraham Lincoln over
three seasoned politicians, his rivals were shocked and humilated. Lincoln immediately went about
mending fences by inviting them to join his cabinet. Historian Doris Kearns Godwin reveals how
Lincoln brilliantly converted former political foes and used them to strengthen his presidency.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Team of Rivals Doris Kearns
Goodwin, 2006-09-26 This brilliant multiple biography is centered on Lincoln's mastery of men and
how it shaped the most significant presidency in the nation's history.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Book Chapter-By-Chapter Study
Guide & Analysis Save Time Summaries, Save Time Summaries Staff, 2013-06-28 WARNING: This
is not the actual book Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns Goodwin. Do not buy this Summary, Review &
Analysis if you are looking for a full copy of this great book. Instead, we have already read Team of
Rivals and have pulled out some of the best insights and key events of the book to give you a
comprehensive, chapter-by-chapter analysis and summary. Our limited amount of space prevents us
from providing you with all of the important events and interesting information packed into Doris
Kearns Goodwin's incredible book. To receive the full scope of this fascinating historical story, you
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should order the complete book. Packaged together in an engaging format, this concise summary
best serves as an unofficial study guide and companion to read alongside Team of Rivals. TEAM OF
RIVALS: THE POLITICAL GENIUS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN -- DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN
Renowned presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin travels back in time and reaches into the
mind of one who many historians rate as America's greatest president. Follow the thoughts and
ideas of this great man from the Republican nomination contest in 1860 all the way to his
devastating assassination just five years later. You might be surprised to find out that Abraham
Lincoln was actually considered the underdog in the presidential election right from the start. Few
even expected him to win the Republican nomination. In this summary and analysis, you will also
learn: - Abraham Lincoln faced a variety of obstacles in his rise to the presidency. His upbringing
and background drastically differed from those of his opponents in the Presidential race. Discover
how he overcame numerous obstacles to rise to the esteemed title of President of the United States.
- Lincoln served only one term in Congress more than ten years before receiving the Republican
Party's nomination. Follow his political career and learn about the personal struggles he faced
during this time. - Throughout the turbulent 1850s, Lincoln devoted himself to the anti-slavery
movement as the Republican Party was formed. Travel back in time and delve into the thoughts and
ideas that formed one of the most recognized movements in Lincoln's Presidency. - The press played
an important role in the 1860 Presidential election. Learn how Abraham Lincoln won over even his
adversaries to receive positive promotion from the press. Without the positive press coverage,
Lincoln may never have made it to the White House. - Lincoln's Gettysburg Address has become a
fixture in history books across the nation. Follow the thought process behind the creation of this
great speech and the events that occurred after. All this and much more! FROM START-TO-FINISH
IN JUST 20 MINUTES! Here's your chapter-by-chapter guide to Doris Kearns Goodwin's Team of
Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln that you can start and finish right now!

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: 100 Statements about Team of
Rivals John Manning, 2013-03 In this book, we have hand-picked the most sophisticated,
unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot ), original and musing book reviews of Team of
Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln. Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews are
known to shock with their unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting
sincerity; others may be spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1.
You don't have nerves of steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've
heard it all.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: 100 Common Misconceptions about
Team of Rivals Emma Kimber, 2013-01 In this book, we have hand-picked the most sophisticated,
unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot!), original and musing book reviews of Team of
Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln. Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews are
known to shock with their unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting
sincerity; others may be spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1.
You don't have nerves of steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've
heard it all.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Doris Kearns Goodwin: The
Presidential Biographies Doris Kearns Goodwin, 2018-09-18 From America’s “Historian-in-Chief”
(New York magazine), The Presidential Biographies boxed set—featuring the Pulitzer Prize-winning
author’s beloved and bestselling biographies No Ordinary Time, Team of Rivals, and The Bully
Pulpit. After five decades of acclaimed studies of the presidency, Doris Kearns Goodwin stands as
America’s premier presidential historian. Now, for the first time, her three most esteemed books are
collected in one beautiful box set. No Ordinary Time: Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for History, No
Ordinary Time relates the story of how Franklin D. Roosevelt, surrounded by a small circle of
intimates, led the nation to victory in World War II and with Eleanor’s essential help, changed the
fabric of American society. Team of Rivals: The landmark biography of Abraham Lincoln, adapted by
Steven Spielberg into the Academy Award-winning film Lincoln, and winner of the prestigious



Lincoln Prize, illuminates Lincoln’s political genius as he brought disgruntled opponents together
and marshaled their talents to the task of preserving the Union. The Bully Pulpit: The prize-winning
biography of Theodore Roosevelt—a dynamic history of the first decade of the Progressive era when
the nation was coming unseamed and reform was in the air. Told through the friendship of Roosevelt
and William Howard Taft, Goodwin captures an epic moment in history.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Crucible Leadership Warwick
Fairfax, 2021-07-06 For leaders who believe they may not be maximizing their leadership potential,
Warwick Fairfax is the trusted leadership advisor who helps readers uncover their own unique path
to living and leading with significance, effectiveness, and authenticity in all areas of life. In Crucible
Leadership, he shares the power of embracing the crucible moments: those past trials, failures, and
setbacks that can be seen as either roadblocks or as jumping-off points to leading a life of
significance and purpose dedicated to serving others. Crucible Leadership comes alive through the
unique framework of Warwick’s own story: how his legacy shaped his worldview and drove decisions
that eventually led to his own crucible moment. He demonstrates to readers in an honest,
self-reflective way how they can make sense of their own talents and trials to lead with authenticity
in all areas of life. Warwick empowers readers to become the leader they were designed to be
through his unique perspective, which has been shaped by three powerful touchstones: Hard-won
insights and honest, self-reflective lessons learned from his own crucible moment, and the long road
back from it Inspiring and instructive stories from his rich and iconic family history Time-honored
leadership truths proven out by history’s greatest and most inspirational figures

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Prologue , 2006

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Armies of Deliverance Elizabeth R.
Varon, 2019-02-13 Loyal Americans marched off to war in 1861 not to conquer the South but to
liberate it. So argues Elizabeth R. Varon in Armies of Deliverance, a sweeping narrative of the Civil
War and a bold new interpretation of Union and Confederate war aims. Northerners imagined the
war as a crusade to deliver the Southern masses from slaveholder domination and to bring
democracy, prosperity, and education to the region. As the war escalated, Lincoln and his allies built
the case that emancipation would secure military victory and benefit the North and South alike. The
theme of deliverance was essential in mobilizing a Unionist coalition of Northerners and
anti-Confederate Southerners. Confederates, fighting to establish an independent slaveholding
republic, were determined to preempt, discredit, and silence Yankee appeals to the Southern
masses. In their quest for political unity Confederates relentlessly played up two themes: Northern
barbarity and Southern victimization. Casting the Union army as ruthless conquerors, Confederates
argued that the emancipation of blacks was synonymous with the subjugation of the white South.
Interweaving military and social history, Varon shows that everyday acts on the ground--from the
flight of slaves, to protests against the draft, the plundering of civilian homes, and civilian defiance
of military occupation--reverberated at the highest levels of government. Varon also offers new
perspectives on major battles, illuminating how soldiers and civilians alike coped with the physical
and emotional toll of the war as it grew into a massive humanitarian crisis. The Union's politics of
deliverance helped it to win the war. But such appeals failed to convince Confederates to accept
peace on the victor's terms, ultimately sowing the seeds of postwar discord. Armies of Deliverance
offers innovative insights on the conflict for those steeped in Civil War history and novices alike.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: High Crimes and Misdemeanors
Frank O. Bowman III, 2023-11-30 This indispensable work traces impeachment from its bloody
origins in medieval England, to its adoption in the Constitution, and through 250 years of American
experience culminating in the two impeachments of Donald Trump. Frank O. Bowman III tells the
stories, human and political, of nobles, commoners, colonists, judges, legislators, cabinet officers,
and Presidents who have faced impeachment. He demonstrates that the practice was designed to be
a flexible tool, informed by history, and adaptable to the needs of any age. The first edition was read
by Democrats and Republicans and cited extensively by the advocates in both Trump impeachments.
In this second edition, Bowman expands the first edition's deep historical and constitutional analysis.



He also draws on his involvement in both Trump impeachments as a congressional consultant and
frequent commentator, to assess Trump's aberrant presidency, his impeachments, and whether
impeachment remains a useful tool against an overreaching president.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Creativities Bilton, Chris, Cummings,
Stephen, ogilvie, dt, 2022-06-07 What is creativity and how can we best nurture creativity in
different contexts? Drawing on a wide range of cases from the arts, business, design, media and
sports, Creativities encourages readers to discover, mix, and adapt their own version of creativity,
rather than attempting to imitate or follow ‘best practice’.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political
History Andrew Whitmore Robertson, 2010 Annotation st1\: - {behavior:url(fieooui) } Unparalleled
coverage of U.S. political development through a unique chronological frameworkEncyclopedia of
U.S. Political History explores the events, policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and
movements that have created and shaped political life in the United States. With contributions from
scholars in the fields of history and political science, this seven-volume set provides students,
researchers, and scholars the opportunity to examine the political evolution of the United States
from the 1500s to the present day. With greater coverage than any other resource, the Encyclopedia
of U.S. Political History identifies and illuminates patterns and interrelations that will expand the
reader & BAD:rsquo;s understanding of American political institutions, culture, behavior, and
change. Focusing on both government and history, the Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and
depth to the topic with more than 100 essays for each of the critical time periods covered. With each
volume covering one of seven time periods that correspond to key eras in American history, the
essays and articles in this authoritative encyclopedia focus on thefollowing themes of political
history:The three branches of governmentElections and political partiesLegal and constitutional
historiesPolitical movements and philosophies, and key political figuresEconomicsMilitary
politicsInternational relations, treaties, and alliancesRegional historiesKey FeaturesOrganized
chronologically by political erasReader & BAD:rsquo;s guide for easy-topic searching across
volumesMaps, photographs, and tables enhance the textSigned entries by a stellar group of
contributorsVOLUME 1Colonial Beginnings through Revolution1500 & BAD:ndash;1783Volume
Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert H. Lehman CollegeThe colonial period witnessed the
transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into an independent federated republic. This volume
discusses the diversity of the colonial political experience & BAD:mdash;a diversity that modern
scholars have found defies easy synthesis & BAD:mdash;as well as the long-term conflicts, policies,
and events that led to revolution, and the ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2The Early
Republic1784 & BAD:ndash;1840Volume Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue UniversityNo period
in the history of the United States was more critical to the foundation and shaping of American
politics than the early American republic. This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the
shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and the development of the party system.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: The Obama Presidency Bert A.
Rockman, Andrew Rudalevige, Colin Campbell, 2011-07-26 In the latest volume in this classic series,
Rockman, Rudalevige, and Campbell once again bring together top-notch scholars, this time to take
a comprehensive look at the first two years of Barack Obama’s presidency. Assessing Obama’s
political strategy, as well as his administration’s successes and setbacks, chapter authors critically
examine a presidency marked by continued partisanship, major policy battles, and continued global
turmoil.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Finding History Christine Bombaro,
2012-09-06 In today’s world of modern research methods, the irony is that even though more
materials are readily available now than ever before, this proliferation of sources has actually made
the process more difficult for the novice researcher. In addition, today’s professors expect
high-quality sources to be used in students’ undergraduate research precisely because so much
information is available; however, without instruction, many students are not even aware of the
standard history sources that they should be using routinely for history research projects. Finding




History is a practical and modern guide to research for history projects, helping to sort through the
available resources and technology for students, scholars, and librarians. Finding History includes
practical, step-by-step instructions for discovering historical evidence using library catalogs,
databases, and websites. It simplifies and clarifies the research process so that students new to the
experience may locate appropriate research material with the same skill as seasoned historians. This
book addresses the information literacy skills defined by the American Library Association and the
American Historical Association, which include recognizing the need for scholarly historical
information;defining and identifying the need for primary, secondary, and tertiary sources;knowing
what finding tools are available to help locate historical sources;using history research tools
efficiently and effectively;learning research vocabulary as well as the vocabulary of the historical
profession;making evaluative judgments about the scholarly value of materials once they are
located;physically acquiring research materials;using research material effectively to support a
thesis or argument; andusing research material ethically and responsibly. Including search samples
and tables, Finding History is a valuable resource for anyone wanting to ensure their research draws
from the best available sources and those needing instruction in locating, obtaining, evaluating, and
using scholarly sources efficiently, directly, and ethically.

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: The Long Civil War John David
Smith, Raymond Arsenault, 2021-07-20 “Expands the range of what we consider the Civil
War—temporally, geographically, conceptually. It features exceptional, high-quality essays.”
—Patrick A. Lewis, author of For Slavery and Union In this wide-ranging volume, eminent historians
John David Smith and Raymond Arsenault assemble a distinguished group of scholars to build on the
growing body of work on the “Long Civil War” and break new ground. They cover a variety of related
subjects, including antebellum missionary activity and colonialism in Africa, the home front, the
experiences of disabled veterans in the US Army Veteran Reserve Corps, and Dwight D.
Eisenhower’s personal struggles with the war’s legacy amid the growing civil rights movement. The
contributors offer fresh interpretations and challenging analyses of topics such as ritualistic suicide
among former Confederates after the war and whitewashing in Walt Disney Studios’ historical Cold
War-era movies. Featuring many leading figures in the field, The Long Civil War meaningfully
expands the focus of mid-nineteenth-century history as it was understood by previous generations of
historians. “An excellent collection of original, well researched, lucidly written, and forceful essays
representing cutting edge scholarship that stretches the traditional boundaries of the American Civil
War era. Individually, the essays stand on their own as some of the very best work by talented
scholars. Taken together, the essays confirm the merit of approaching and interpreting the Civil War
era in the most expansive ways possible.” —Michael Parrish, Linden G. Bowers Professor of
American History at Baylor University

team of rivals the political genius of abraham lincoln: Chronology of the U.S.
Presidency Mathew Manweller, 2012-03-19 This engaging and authoritative four-volume resource
offers fascinating portrayals of the 44 men who have achieved the ultimate seat of power in the
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