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Slavery and Freedom in the Age of the American Revolution

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution represent one of the most complex
and paradoxical chapters in early American history. At a time when colonists were rallying for liberty
and self-governance, millions of African Americans remained enslaved, their bondage standing in
stark contrast to the revolutionary ideals of freedom and equality. Exploring this dynamic sheds light
not only on the contradictions of the era but also on the ways in which the struggle for independence
influenced—and was influenced by—the institution of slavery.

The Paradox of Liberty and Slavery

The American Revolution was fundamentally about freedom—from British rule, taxation without
representation, and political oppression. Yet, this quest for liberty existed alongside the deeply
entrenched system of slavery, which denied freedom to a significant portion of the population. This
paradox created tension within the revolutionary cause and forced both supporters and opponents of
slavery to confront the contradictions inherent in their fight for independence.

Slavery’s Role in Colonial America

Before and during the Revolution, slavery was a widespread institution, particularly in the southern
colonies but also present in the North. Enslaved Africans were integral to the colonial economy,
working plantations, farms, and households. Many colonists viewed slavery as a necessary evil or an
economic foundation, which complicated calls for universal liberty.

Revolutionary Ideals vs. Reality

The language of the Revolution, inspired by Enlightenment thinkers, emphasized natural rights and
equality. Documents like Thomas Jefferson’s original draft of the Declaration of Independence
famously condemned the slave trade. However, these principles were often selectively applied. For
many white colonists, “freedom” meant independence from British control, while the freedom of
enslaved people was not part of their immediate agenda.

The Impact of the American Revolution on Enslaved
People

The Revolution itself created opportunities and challenges for enslaved Africans. As the colonies
fought for their own freedom, enslaved individuals seized the moment to challenge their bondage,



sometimes by escaping, sometimes by fighting for either side in hopes of gaining freedom.

Promises of Freedom and Military Service

Both the British and the American sides offered freedom to enslaved people who would join their
cause. The British, in particular, issued proclamations promising liberation to slaves of rebel masters
who escaped and fought for the Crown, such as Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation in 1775. Thousands of
enslaved Africans fled to British lines, hoping for emancipation.

Meanwhile, the Continental Army gradually began to accept Black soldiers, with some states allowing
enslaved men to enlist with the promise of freedom after service. Though these offers were
inconsistent and sometimes insincere, they marked a significant shift in the relationship between
slavery and military service during the Revolution.

Self-Emancipation and Resistance

Beyond formal enlistment, many enslaved individuals took matters into their own hands. The chaos of
war and shifting allegiances provided opportunities to escape plantations or negotiate better
conditions. Some created maroon communities—settlements of runaway slaves—that resisted colonial
authorities.

This era also saw the emergence of early abolitionist sentiments among some revolutionary leaders
and religious groups, who began to question the morality of slavery in light of revolutionary ideals.

The Evolution of Abolitionist Thought

While slavery remained entrenched, the age of the American Revolution sparked new debates about
human rights and the legitimacy of slavery. The rhetoric of freedom encouraged some to advocate for
abolition, planting seeds that would grow in the decades to come.

Northern States Begin Emancipation

In the years following the Revolution, several northern states enacted gradual emancipation laws.
These laws reflected shifting attitudes and the influence of revolutionary principles, though they often
allowed slavery to persist in some form for years. States like Pennsylvania and Massachusetts became
leaders in this early abolitionist movement.

Contradictions in Founding Figures

The Revolution’s leaders embodied the contradictions of the era. George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and others publicly spoke of liberty but owned enslaved people themselves. Their personal



struggles with slavery mirrored the nation’s conflicted stance and influenced future debates on race
and freedom.

How Slavery and Freedom Shaped the New Nation

The unresolved tensions between slavery and freedom during the Revolution created long-lasting
impacts on American society, politics, and identity.

Slavery’s Entrenchment in the Constitution

When the new United States Constitution was written, compromises were made to protect slavery,
such as the Three-Fifths Compromise and clauses preventing Congress from banning the slave trade
for twenty years. These decisions institutionalized slavery while promoting the nation’s union,
reflecting the ongoing struggle to reconcile liberty and bondage.

Freedom’s Expanding Definition

Despite these compromises, the revolutionary era expanded the concept of freedom beyond colonial
subjects to include broader questions about individual rights. This expansion laid the groundwork for
future abolitionist movements, civil rights struggles, and the eventual abolition of slavery.

Lessons from the Age of Slavery and Freedom

Understanding slavery and freedom in the age of the American Revolution offers valuable insights
into how ideals and realities can conflict—and how social change often unfolds unevenly.

- The Revolution showed that language and ideals alone are insufficient without concrete action to
realize freedom for all.

- It highlighted the power of marginalized peoples to influence history through resistance and self-
advocacy.

- The era reminds us that freedom is a contested concept, shaped by economic interests, social
norms, and political power.

For those studying American history or grappling with questions of liberty and justice today, this
period offers a vivid example of the challenges in creating a genuinely free society.

The story of slavery and freedom during the American Revolution is not just one of contradiction but
also of hope, resistance, and the ongoing pursuit of equality. It encourages us to critically examine
the past while striving to build a future that honors the true meaning of freedom for all.



Frequently Asked Questions

How did the American Revolution impact the institution of
slavery?

The American Revolution created contradictions as ideals of liberty and freedom were promoted, yet
slavery persisted. It sparked debates about slavery, leading some Northern states to begin gradual
emancipation, while the South largely maintained the institution.

What role did enslaved people play during the American
Revolution?

Enslaved people contributed significantly, with some fighting for the British in exchange for promises
of freedom, while others fought for the American colonists. Their involvement highlighted the
complexities of slavery and freedom during the revolutionary era.

How did the rhetoric of freedom during the American
Revolution influence abolitionist movements?

The revolution's emphasis on liberty and natural rights inspired early abolitionists, who used
revolutionary ideals to argue against slavery, leading to increased activism and gradual emancipation
laws in some states.

Were there differences in how Northern and Southern
colonies approached slavery during the Revolution?

Yes, Northern colonies were more inclined toward gradual emancipation and reducing slavery,
influenced by economic changes and revolutionary ideals, whereas Southern colonies remained
heavily reliant on slavery due to their agricultural economies.

Did any enslaved individuals gain freedom as a direct result of
the American Revolution?

Yes, some enslaved individuals gained freedom by fighting for the British, who promised
emancipation, or through manumission by revolutionary leaders inspired by the ideals of liberty.
However, widespread freedom was limited and uneven.

How did Native American alliances during the Revolution
relate to slavery and freedom?

Many Native American tribes allied with the British, who promised to limit colonial expansion,
indirectly affecting slavery by influencing territorial control. Some tribes also practiced forms of
slavery, complicating the era's dynamics of freedom.



What legislative actions regarding slavery occurred during or
immediately after the American Revolution?

Several Northern states enacted gradual emancipation laws post-Revolution, such as Pennsylvania's
Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery (1780), marking early legislative steps toward ending slavery
influenced by revolutionary ideals.

How did the concept of freedom during the American
Revolution exclude enslaved Africans?

Despite revolutionary rhetoric, freedom was largely defined in ways that excluded enslaved Africans,
as legal and social systems maintained racial hierarchies and denied full rights, revealing
contradictions in the era's ideals.

In what ways did the American Revolution set the stage for
future civil rights struggles related to slavery?

The Revolution planted seeds for future civil rights movements by exposing the contradictions
between liberty and slavery, inspiring abolitionists and enslaved people to continue fighting for
emancipation and equality in the centuries that followed.

Additional Resources

**Slavery and Freedom in the Age of the American Revolution**

Slavery and freedom in the age of the American Revolution present a profound paradox that
shaped the very foundation of the United States. While the Revolution is often celebrated as a
moment of liberation and the birth of democratic ideals, it also unfolded against the stark reality of
slavery, a system that denied freedom to hundreds of thousands of African Americans. This era
exposes the contradictions between the revolutionary rhetoric of liberty and the entrenched
institution of human bondage, prompting a critical examination of how these conflicting forces
coexisted, influenced each other, and ultimately shaped the trajectory of American history.

Contextualizing Slavery and Freedom During the
Revolutionary Era

The American Revolution (circa 1765-1783) was primarily a political upheaval aimed at severing
colonial ties with Britain and establishing self-governance rooted in principles of freedom and
equality. However, these ideals were unevenly applied. Slavery was deeply embedded in the social,
economic, and political fabric of the colonies, especially in the Southern states where plantation
agriculture depended on enslaved labor.

The contradiction between the revolutionary ideals and the practice of slavery raises important
guestions: How did the rhetoric of freedom coexist with the reality of enslavement? How did enslaved
people themselves respond to the promises of liberty? And what impact did the revolution have on



the institution of slavery?

The Ideals of Freedom and the Reality of Enslavement

Revolutionary ideology was heavily influenced by Enlightenment principles that emphasized natural
rights, liberty, and justice. Key documents like the Declaration of Independence, penned by Thomas
Jefferson in 1776, proclaimed that “all men are created equal” and endowed with “unalienable Rights
such as “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” However, Jefferson himself was a slave owner,
illustrating the hypocrisy embedded in these declarations.
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The concept of freedom, as articulated by the revolutionaries, was often framed within the context of
white male property owners. Freedom was a political and legal status that excluded women,
Indigenous peoples, and notably, enslaved Africans. Slavery was justified through economic
arguments, racial ideologies, and legal frameworks that dehumanized African Americans and denied
them basic rights.

Impact of the American Revolution on Slavery

The Revolution triggered both challenges and reinforcements to slavery. On one hand, the upheaval
destabilized traditional power structures and opened spaces for questioning slavery’s legitimacy. On
the other hand, the economic reliance on enslaved labor, particularly in the Southern colonies,
ensured that slavery remained resilient.

* Northern States and Gradual Emancipation: The Northern colonies, where slavery was less
economically central, began to pass gradual emancipation laws in the years following the
Revolution. States like Pennsylvania and Massachusetts initiated legal frameworks that slowly
abolished slavery, reflecting a growing abolitionist sentiment.

e Southern States and Entrenchment of Slavery: The Southern economy, dependent on
tobacco, rice, and cotton plantations, continued to rely heavily on enslaved labor. The
Revolution did little to weaken slavery in these regions; instead, the institution became more
deeply entrenched as plantation owners sought to maintain economic dominance.

* Enslaved People’s Agency and Resistance: The Revolution provided opportunities for
enslaved Africans to seek their freedom. Some joined the British forces, which promised
emancipation to those who fled rebel masters, while others sought freedom by appealing to
revolutionary ideals. Their active resistance and demands for liberty complicated the simplistic
narrative of the Revolution as purely a fight for freedom.

Slavery, Freedom, and Political Debates

The age of the American Revolution saw intense political debates about the future of slavery in the



new nation. The founding fathers grappled with how to reconcile slavery with the ideals of the
Revolution, often resorting to compromise.

The Constitutional Compromises

During the Constitutional Convention of 1787, slavery was a contentious issue. Key compromises
included:

1. The Three-Fifths Compromise: Enslaved individuals were counted as three-fifths of a person
for purposes of representation and taxation, balancing power between slaveholding and non-
slaveholding states.

2. Slave Trade Clause: The Constitution allowed the international slave trade to continue for 20
years after ratification, delaying federal action against the trade until 1808.

These compromises institutionalized slavery within the legal framework of the United States,
embedding the contradiction of liberty and bondage into the nation’s governing documents.

The Role of Abolitionists and African American Voices

While many revolutionary leaders accepted or tolerated slavery, abolitionist voices began to emerge
with increasing clarity during this period. Quakers and other religious groups were among the earliest
organized opponents of slavery. African Americans, both free and enslaved, also contributed powerful
challenges to the institution.

Figures such as Phillis Wheatley, an enslaved poet, used their talents to critique the hypocrisy of
American freedom. Additionally, free Black communities in the North organized petitions and
conventions calling for emancipation and equal rights.

Economic and Social Dimensions of Slavery and
Freedom

The economic underpinnings of slavery in the Revolutionary era cannot be overstated. Enslaved labor
was integral to the prosperity of many colonies, especially in agriculture and trade.

The Southern Plantation Economy vs. Northern Economy

The Southern colonies’ dependence on cash crops like tobacco and indigo was heavily reliant on slave
labor. This created a rigid social hierarchy with enslaved Africans at the bottom and wealthy planters
at the top. The wealth generated by this system funded political power and resistance to abolitionist



pressures.

In contrast, the Northern colonies had a more diversified economy based on small-scale farming,
commerce, and industry. While slavery existed in the North, it was less central to economic life, which
contributed to regional disparities in attitudes toward slavery.

Social Impacts and Racial Hierarchies

Slavery created deeply ingrained social divisions. The Revolution’s promise of freedom was unevenly
distributed, reinforcing racial hierarchies. Enslaved Africans and Indigenous peoples were largely
excluded from the new nation’s promises, while white colonists consolidated their social and political
privileges.

This dynamic sowed seeds of future conflict, as the unresolved tensions over slavery and freedom
would erupt in the following decades, culminating in the Civil War.

The Paradox of Revolution: Liberty for Some,
Oppression for Others

Slavery and freedom in the age of the American Revolution reveal a foundational paradox of
American history. The Revolution championed liberty, but this liberty was limited by race, class, and
gender. The coexistence of slavery alongside revolutionary ideals of freedom underscored the
selective nature of American democracy.

The legacy of this paradox influenced subsequent debates on civil rights and justice. While the
Revolution did not abolish slavery, it ignited a discourse on human rights that would resonate through
the centuries. Enslaved people’s pursuit of freedom during this era also laid groundwork for future
abolitionist movements and the eventual dismantling of slavery.

The age of the American Revolution, therefore, is not only a story of political independence but also a
complex narrative of contested freedom, resistance, and the struggle to reconcile the nation’s ideals
with its realities. Understanding this nuanced history is essential to grasping the continuing impact of
slavery and the pursuit of freedom in the United States.

Slavery And Freedom In The Age Of The American Revolution

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: Slavery and freedom in the
age of the American Revolution Ira Berlin, 1983
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Nash, 1988 This book is the first to trace the fortunes of the earliest large free black community in
the U.S. Nash shows how black Philadelphians struggled to shape a family life, gain occupational
competence, organize churches, establish social networks, advance cultural institutions, educate
their children, and train leaders who would help abolish slavery.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: The debate on the American
Revolution Gwenda Morgan, 2024-06-04 This book is the first in-depth study of the way in which
historians have dealt with the coming of the American Revolution and the formation of the US
Constitution. The approach is thematic, examining how historians in different periods interpreted
these events and their causes and, more contentiously, their meaning. Making accessible to modern
readers the work of often-neglected early historians, this book examines how the emergence of
history as a professional discipline led to new and competing versions of the history of the
Revolution. It spans the entire period from the first generation of writers, whose ideas about history
were shaped by the Enlightenment, to those of the twenty-first century who drew on the rich legacy
provided by black studies, gender and women'’s studies, cultural studies and ethnohistory. This book
will be an invaluable resource for all students and scholars of the American Revolution.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: The Political Worlds of Slavery
and Freedom Steven Hahn, 2009-03-31 Pulitzer Prize-winner Steven Hahn’s provocative new book
challenges deep-rooted views in the writing of American and African-American history. Moving from
slave emancipations of the eighteenth century through slave activity during the Civil War and on to
the black power movements of the twentieth century, he asks us to rethink African-American history
and politics in bolder, more dynamic terms. Historians have offered important new perspectives and
evidence concerning the geographical expanse of slavery in the United States and the protracted
process of abolishing it. They have also uncovered a wealth of new material on the political currents
running through black communities from enslavement to the present day. Yet their scholarship has
failed to dislodge familiar interpretive frameworks that may no longer make much sense of the past.
Based on the Nathan I. Huggins Lectures at Harvard University, The Political Worlds of Slavery and
Freedom asks why this may be so and offers sweeping reassessments. It defines new chronological
and spatial boundaries for American and African-American politics during the first half of the
nineteenth century. It suggests, with historical comparisons, that we may have missed a massive
slave rebellion during the Civil War. And it takes a serious look at the development and appeal of
Garveyism and the hidden history of black politics it may help to reveal. Throughout, it presents
African Americans as central actors in the arenas of American politics, while emphasizing traditions
of self-determination, self-governance, and self-defense among them.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: The Negro in the American
Revolution Benjamin Quarles, 2012-12-01 Originally published in 1961, this classic work remains
the most comprehensive history of the many and important roles played by African Americans during
the American Revolution. With this book, Benjamin Quarles added a new dimension to the military
history of the Revolution and addressed for the first time the diplomatic repercussions created by
the British evacuation of African Americans at the close of the war. The compelling narrative brings
the Revolution to life by portraying those tumultuous years as experienced by Americans at all levels
of society. In an introduction, Gary B. Nash traces the evolution of scholarship on African Americans
in the American Revolution from its early roots with William C. Nell to this groundbreaking study.
Quarles’s work not only reshaped our thinking about the black revolutionary experience but also
invigorated the study of black history as we know it today. Thad W. Tate, in a foreword, pays tribute
to the importance of this work and explains its continuing relevance.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: The Oxford Handbook of the
American Revolution Edward G. Gray, Jane Kamensky, 2015 The Oxford Handbook of the
American Revolution introduces scholars, students and generally interested readers to the formative
event in American history. In thirty-three individual essays, the Handbook provides readers with
in-depth analysis of the Revolution's many sides.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: Slavery and Freedom in the



Mid-Hudson Valley Michael E. Groth, 2017-04-17 Slavery and Freedom in the Mid-Hudson Valley
focuses on the largely forgotten history of slavery in New York and the African American freedom
struggle in the central Hudson Valley prior to the Civil War. Slaves were central actors in the drama
that unfolded in the region during the Revolution, and they waged a long and bitter battle for
freedom during the decades that followed. Slavery in the countryside was more oppressive than
slavery in urban environments, and the agonizingly slow pace of abolition, constraints of rural
poverty, and persistent racial hostility in the rural communities also presented formidable
challenges to free black life in the central Hudson Valley. Michael E. Groth explores how Dutchess
County's black residents overcame such obstacles to establish independent community institutions,
engage in political activism, and fashion a vibrant racial consciousness in antebellum New York. By
drawing attention to the African American experience in the rural Mid-Hudson Valley, this book
provides new perspectives on slavery and emancipation in New York, black community formation,
and the nature of black identity in the Early Republic.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: Slavery, Freedom, and
Expansion in the Early American West John Craig Hammond, 2020-11-20 Most treatments of
slavery, politics, and expansion in the early American republic focus narrowly on congressional
debates and the inaction of elite founding fathers such as Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. In
Slavery, Freedom, and Expansion in the Early American West, John Craig Hammond looks beyond
elite leadership and examines how the demands of western settlers, the potential of western
disunion, and local, popular politics determined the fate of slavery and freedom in the West between
1790 and 1820. By shifting focus away from high politics in Philadelphia and Washington, Hammond
demonstrates that local political contests and geopolitical realities were more responsible for
determining slavery’s fate in the West than were the clashing proslavery and antislavery proclivities
of Founding Fathers and politicians in the East. When efforts to prohibit slavery revived in 1819 with
the Missouri Controversy it was not because of a sudden awakening to the problem on the part of
northern Republicans, but because the threat of western secession no longer seemed credible.
Including detailed studies of popular political contests in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Missouri that shed light on the western and popular character of conflicts over
slavery, Hammond also provides a thorough analysis of the Missouri Controversy, revealing how the
problem of slavery expansion shifted from a local and western problem to a sectional and national
dilemma that would ultimately lead to disunion and civil war.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: The Practice of U.S. Women's
History S. J. Kleinberg, Eileen Boris, Vicki Ruiz, 2007 In the last several decades, U.S. women's
history has come of age. Not only have historians challenged the national narrative on the basis of
their rich explorations of the personal, the social, the economic, and the political, but they have also
entered into dialogues with each other over the meaning of women's history itself. In this collection
of seventeen original essays on women's lives from the colonial period to the present, contributors
take the competing forces of race, gender, class, sexuality, religion, and region into account. Among
many other examples, they examine how conceptions of gender shaped government officials'
attitudes towards East Asian immigrants; how race and gender inequality pervaded the welfare
state; and how color and class shaped Mexican American women's mobilization for civil and labor
rights.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: Slavery and Freedom on the
Middle Ground Barbara Jeanne Fields, 1987-01-01 Examines the history of slavery in Maryland and
discusses the conditions of life of Maryland's slaves and free Blacks.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: Slavery, Freedom and
Culture Among Early American Workers Graham Russell Hodges, 1998 This text consists of six
chapters, all on the related subjects of black revolt, slavery, freemanship and labour. A short
introduction organizes the collection and argues its importance for historians of early American
labour, slavery, black studies and general history.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: The Unsteady March Philip A.



Klinkner, Rogers M. Smith, 2002-04 With its insights into contemporary racial politics, The Unsteady
March offers a penetrating and controversial analysis of American race relations across two
centuries.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: The Methodists and
Revolutionary America, 1760-1800 Dee Andrews, 2002-03-31 The Methodists and Revolutionary
America is the first in-depth narrative of the origins of American Methodism, one of the most
significant popular movements in American history. Placing Methodism's rise in the ideological
context of the American Revolution and the complex social setting of the greater Middle Atlantic
where it was first introduced, Dee Andrews argues that this new religion provided an alternative to
the exclusionary politics of Revolutionary America. With its call to missionary preaching, its
enthusiastic revivals, and its prolific religious societies, Methodism competed with republicanism for
a place at the center of American culture. Based on rare archival sources and a wealth of Wesleyan
literature, this book examines all aspects of the early movement. From Methodism's Wesleyan
beginnings to the prominence of women in local societies, the construction of African Methodism,
the diverse social profile of Methodist men, and contests over the movement's future, Andrews
charts Methodism's metamorphosis from a British missionary organization to a fully Americanized
church. Weaving together narrative and analysis, Andrews explains Methodism's extraordinary
popular appeal in rich and compelling new detail.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: Slavery, Freedom, and
Abolition in Latin America and the Atlantic World Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, 2011-08-16
Why slavery was so resilient and how people in Latin America fought against it are the subjects of
this compelling study.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: Slavery in America Kenneth
Morgan, 2005 Designed specially for undergraduate course use, this new textbook is both an
introduction to the study of American slavery and a reader of core texts on the subject. No other
volume that combines both primary and secondary readings covers such a span of time--from the
early seventeenth century to the Civil War. The book begins with a substantial introduction to the
entire volume that gives an overview of slavery in North America. Each of the twelve chapters that
follow has an introduction that discusses the leading secondary books and articles on the topic in
question, followed by an essay and three primary documents. Questions for further study and
discussion are included in the chapter introduction, while further readings are suggested in the
chapter bibliography. Topics covered include slave culture, the slave-based economy, slavery and
the law, slave resistance, pro-slavery ideology, abolition, and emancipation. The essays, by such
eminent historians as Drew Gilpin Faust, Don E. Fehrenbacher, Eric Foner, John Hope Franklin, and
Sylvia R. Frey, have been selected for their teaching value and ability to provoke discussion.
Drawing on black and white, male and female experiences, the primary documents come from a wide
variety of sources: diaries, letters, laws, debates, oral testimonies, travelers’ accounts, inventories,
journals, autobiographies, petitions, and novels.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: The Great Migration in
Historical Perspective Joe William Trotter, 1991-11-22 The essays collected in this book represent
the best of our present understanding of the African-American migration which began in the early
twentieth century. —Southern Historian As an overview of a field in transition, this is a valuable and
deeply thought-provoking anthology. —Pennsylvania History . . . provocative and informative . . .
—Louisiana History The papers themselves are uniformly strong, and read together cast interesting
light upon one another. —Georgia Historical Quarterly . . . well-written and insightful essays . . .
—Journal of American History This well-researched and well-documented collection represents the
latest scholarship on the black migration. —Illinois Historical Journal . . . an impressive balance of
theory and historical content . . . —Indiana Magazine of History Legions of black Americans left the
South to migrate to the jobs of the North, from the meat-packing plants of Chicago to the shipyards
of Richmond, California. These essays analyze the role of African Americans in shaping their own
geographical movement, emphasizing the role of black kin, friend, and communal network.



Contributors include Darlene Clark Hine, Peter Gottlieb, James R. Grossman, Earl Lewis, Shirley Ann
Moore, and Joe William Trotter, Jr.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: Revolutionary America,
1763-1815 Francis D. Cogliano, 2003-09-02 The American Revolution describes and explains the
crucial events in the history of the United States between 1763 and 1815, when settlers in North
America rebelled against British authority, won their independence in a long and bloddy stuggle and
created an enduring republic. Placing the political revolution at the core of the story, this book
considers: * the deterioration of the relationship between Britain and the American colonists * the
Wars of Independence * the creation of the republican government and the ratification of the United
States Constitution * the trials and tribulations of the first years of the new republic. The American
Revolution also examines those who paradoxically were excluded from the political life of the new
republic and the American claim to uphold the principle that all men are created equal. In particular
this book describes the experiences of women who were often denied the rights of citizens, Native
Americans and African Americans. The American Revolution is an important book for all students of
the American past.

slavery and freedom in the age of the american revolution: Runaway America David
Waldstreicher, 2004-08-18 Capturing the paradox of Benjamin Franklin on the issue of slavery, the
author chronicles Franklin's time as an indentured servant as well as his later work as a publisher,
where he profited from advertising notices about runaway slaves.
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