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Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons: The Visionary Force Behind Avant-Garde Fashion

rei kawakubo and comme des garcons represent a pioneering spirit in the world of fashion, one that

has consistently challenged conventions and reshaped the boundaries of style and design. As the

enigmatic founder of the Comme des Garçons label, Rei Kawakubo has become synonymous with

innovation, minimalism, and a fearless embrace of the unconventional. Her work is not just about

clothing; it’s about art, culture, and philosophy woven into fabric and form.

Exploring the world of Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons unveils a story of creative rebellion,

where traditional fashion norms are questioned and redefined. Whether you’re a fashion enthusiast, a

creative professional, or simply curious about what makes this brand so influential, understanding

Kawakubo’s journey and aesthetic opens a window into the transformative power of design.

The Origins of Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons

Rei Kawakubo launched Comme des Garçons in Tokyo in 1969, at a time when the fashion industry

was dominated by Western designers and conventional silhouettes. Unlike many of her

contemporaries, Kawakubo was not interested in following trends or creating wearable, commercial

pieces. Instead, her focus was on expressing abstract concepts and emotions through clothing.

The name “Comme des Garçons,” which translates to “like boys,” was a deliberate nod to androgyny

and a rejection of traditional feminine aesthetics. This philosophy would become a cornerstone of

Kawakubo’s brand identity, encouraging a fluid and experimental approach to gender and form.



Early Challenges and Breakthroughs

Starting out in Tokyo’s relatively conservative fashion scene posed challenges for Kawakubo. Her

designs were often misunderstood or considered too radical. However, her persistence paid off when

she debuted in Paris in 1981, shocking audiences with her monochromatic, deconstructed garments

that defied the opulence of the 1980s fashion landscape.

This Paris debut was a turning point, earning her critical acclaim and establishing Comme des

Garçons as a key player in the avant-garde fashion world. The runway shows were not just

presentations but performances that challenged viewers to rethink what fashion could represent.

The Aesthetic Philosophy of Rei Kawakubo and Comme des

Garçons

At the heart of Kawakubo’s work is a deep philosophical inquiry into beauty, imperfection, and identity.

Her designs often blur the lines between art and fashion, creating pieces that look more like sculptures

or abstract paintings than typical clothing.

Deconstruction and Reconstruction

One of the most defining aspects of Comme des Garçons is the use of deconstruction—a technique

where garments are taken apart and reassembled in unexpected ways. This approach questions the

traditional structure of clothing and invites wearers to engage with fashion beyond its surface.

For example, asymmetrical cuts, unfinished hems, and layered fabrics create a sense of movement

and unpredictability. These elements encourage wearers to see clothes as evolving entities rather than

fixed forms, adding a conceptual depth to everyday dressing.



Monochrome and Texture Play

While bold colors are a staple in many fashion houses, Kawakubo often opts for a restrained palette,

especially black, white, and shades of gray. This minimalist color scheme directs attention to the

shape, texture, and construction of the garments, highlighting the innovative tailoring and fabric

manipulation.

Texture becomes a key player—think rough, tactile materials juxtaposed with smooth silks or rigid

structures softened by draping. This interplay creates a tactile experience that makes Comme des

Garçons pieces stand out both visually and physically.

Impact and Influence on Global Fashion

Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons have not only influenced designers but have also reshaped

how consumers perceive fashion. The label’s impact can be seen across various facets of the industry,

from runway trends to retail strategies.

Redefining Gender Norms

One of Kawakubo’s most significant contributions is the challenge to gender binaries in fashion.

Through androgynous silhouettes and unisex collections, Comme des Garçons has played a vital role

in promoting inclusivity and fluidity in clothing.

This approach resonates strongly in today’s fashion environment, where gender-neutral and gender-

fluid designs are becoming increasingly popular. Kawakubo’s early advocacy for breaking down these

barriers paved the way for more diverse expressions of identity.



Collaborations and Cultural Crossovers

Comme des Garçons has engaged in numerous collaborations, bringing Rei Kawakubo’s vision into

new territories. From partnering with sportswear giants like Nike to working with artists and musicians,

these projects have expanded the brand’s reach and relevance.

These collaborations also highlight Kawakubo’s adaptability and openness to blending high fashion

with streetwear, art, and technology—factors that keep Comme des Garçons at the forefront of

contemporary culture.

Inside the Comme des Garçons Universe: Collections and Sub-

Brands

Comme des Garçons is not a monolith but a multifaceted brand with several sub-labels and

collections, each exploring different facets of Kawakubo’s creative vision.

Comme des Garçons Homme: Focuses on menswear, often featuring experimental tailoring and

layering.

Comme des Garçons Play: The most commercially accessible line, known for its iconic heart logo

designed by Filip Pagowski.

Comme des Garçons Noir: Emphasizes dark, minimalist designs with a focus on texture and

form.

Tricot Comme des Garçons: Specializes in knitwear with a playful yet sophisticated edge.



Each sub-brand maintains the overarching ethos of experimentation and innovation but caters to

different audiences and price points, allowing the brand to maintain relevance across the fashion

spectrum.

Seasonal Collections and Runway Shows

Comme des Garçons’ runway shows are legendary for their theatricality and conceptual depth.

Kawakubo often uses the runway as a medium for storytelling, incorporating unconventional models,

dramatic staging, and abstract themes.

These presentations are more than just displays of clothing—they are immersive experiences that invite

reflection and provoke emotion. For fashion insiders and fans alike, attending a Comme des Garçons

show is witnessing creativity at its most daring and profound.

Why Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons Matter Today

In an era dominated by fast fashion and fleeting trends, Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons

stand as a testament to the enduring power of artistic vision in fashion. The brand’s commitment to

pushing boundaries encourages both designers and consumers to think critically about clothing—not

just as a commodity but as a form of personal and cultural expression.

For aspiring designers, Kawakubo’s path offers invaluable lessons in authenticity, resilience, and the

importance of challenging norms. For fashion lovers, her work serves as a reminder that style can be a

powerful tool for storytelling, identity, and change.

Ultimately, Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons continue to inspire a global audience by proving

that fashion, at its best, is a bold, ever-evolving art form.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Rei Kawakubo?

Rei Kawakubo is a Japanese fashion designer and the founder of the avant-garde fashion label

Comme des Garçons, renowned for her innovative and unconventional designs.

What is Comme des Garçons known for?

Comme des Garçons is known for its avant-garde, experimental fashion that challenges traditional

concepts of beauty and garment construction, often featuring asymmetry, deconstruction, and unusual

fabrics.

When was Comme des Garçons founded?

Comme des Garçons was founded in 1969 by Rei Kawakubo in Tokyo, Japan.

How has Rei Kawakubo influenced the fashion industry?

Rei Kawakubo has influenced the fashion industry by pushing boundaries with her conceptual designs,

inspiring designers to explore new forms, silhouettes, and ideas beyond conventional fashion norms.

What are some signature design elements of Comme des Garçons?

Signature elements include deconstructed shapes, asymmetry, monochromatic color palettes,

oversized silhouettes, and a focus on texture and form rather than traditional beauty.

Has Rei Kawakubo collaborated with other brands?

Yes, Rei Kawakubo has collaborated with various brands, including a notable partnership with Nike on

the Nike x Comme des Garçons sneaker line.



What role does Rei Kawakubo play in the fashion world today?

Rei Kawakubo remains an influential figure in fashion as the creative director of Comme des Garçons,

continuing to innovate and challenge fashion conventions through her collections.

What is the significance of Comme des Garçons in contemporary

fashion?

Comme des Garçons is significant for redefining fashion as an art form, breaking away from

commercial trends, and inspiring generations of designers with its conceptual approach.

Where can one buy Comme des Garçons clothing?

Comme des Garçons clothing can be purchased at high-end department stores, designer boutiques

worldwide, and online through authorized retailers and the official Comme des Garçons website.

Additional Resources

Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons: Pioneers of Avant-Garde Fashion

Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons represent a profound force in the world of contemporary

fashion, embodying innovation, conceptual exploration, and a challenge to conventional aesthetics.

Since its inception in 1969, the Japanese brand Comme des Garçons, under the visionary leadership

of Kawakubo, has continuously redefined the boundaries of design, pushing the industry toward more

abstract and intellectual interpretations of clothing. This article delves into the trajectory of Rei

Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons, analyzing their impact, design philosophy, and enduring legacy

in the global fashion landscape.



The Genesis and Evolution of Rei Kawakubo and Comme des

Garçons

Rei Kawakubo founded Comme des Garçons in Tokyo during a period dominated by Western fashion

trends. From the outset, her approach was distinctively unconventional. Unlike many contemporaries

who sought commercial appeal, Kawakubo embraced a philosophy that prioritized artistic expression

over wearability. This ethos quickly set Comme des Garçons apart as a brand for those seeking

fashion as a form of intellectual dialogue rather than mere adornment.

Launching in Paris in 1981 marked a pivotal moment for the label. The debut collection stunned

audiences with its stark black palette, asymmetric shapes, and deconstructed silhouettes. Critics and

consumers alike were divided: some praised its boldness, while others found it alienating. However,

this bold departure from norms cemented Kawakubo’s reputation as an avant-garde designer who

challenged the status quo.

Over the decades, Comme des Garçons expanded into various sub-labels and collaborations,

including Play, Homme Plus, and partnerships with luxury brands such as Louis Vuitton and Nike.

These ventures demonstrated Kawakubo’s adaptability and her ability to merge conceptual rigor with

commercial viability.

Design Philosophy and Aesthetic Innovations

At the core of Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons lies a design philosophy that interrogates the

very nature of clothing. Kawakubo’s creations often feature asymmetry, unfinished hems, exaggerated

proportions, and a monochromatic color scheme dominated by black and white. These choices are

deliberate, reflecting themes of imperfection, ambiguity, and the rejection of traditional beauty

standards.

Unlike designers who focus on embellishment and decoration, Kawakubo’s work embraces minimalism



infused with complexity. Her garments invite viewers and wearers to reconsider clothing as a sculptural

form or a wearable piece of conceptual art. This approach has influenced a generation of designers

and continues to resonate in contemporary fashion discourse.

Impact on the Fashion Industry and Cultural Relevance

Rei Kawakubo’s influence extends beyond design aesthetics. Comme des Garçons challenged the

industry’s commercialization tendencies by prioritizing intellectual rigor. This has inspired designers to

explore fashion as a medium for social commentary and artistic experimentation.

Moreover, Kawakubo’s work intersects with cultural and philosophical themes, including gender fluidity

and identity. Her designs often blur the lines between masculine and feminine, questioning binary

constructs and aligning with broader movements toward inclusivity and diversity in fashion.

The brand’s ability to maintain relevance for over five decades is notable in an industry characterized

by rapid change. Kawakubo’s commitment to innovation and refusal to conform has earned her critical

acclaim, including prestigious awards and exhibitions at institutions like the Metropolitan Museum of

Art.

Key Collections and Signature Pieces

Analyzing some of Kawakubo’s most iconic collections reveals the evolution of Comme des Garçons’

aesthetic and conceptual focus.

The 1981 Paris Debut

The debut collection introduced the world to Kawakubo’s stark, black ensembles featuring



asymmetrical cuts and oversized shapes. This collection disrupted the fashion scene by rejecting

traditional notions of beauty and fit, setting a new tone for avant-garde design.

“Body Meets Dress, Dress Meets Body” (1997)

This collection is emblematic of Kawakubo’s exploration of the relationship between body and garment.

Featuring padded and distorted silhouettes, it challenged conventional ideas about the human form

and clothing’s role in shaping identity.

Collaboration Highlights

- **Comme des Garçons x Nike**: These collaborations have merged streetwear with high fashion,

producing limited-edition sneakers that balance performance and avant-garde aesthetics.

- **Comme des Garçons x Supreme**: This partnership exemplifies Kawakubo’s ability to engage with

subcultures, blending skatewear culture with high fashion.

- **Comme des Garçons x Louis Vuitton**: Although more subtle, this collaboration demonstrated a

melding of luxury craftsmanship with Kawakubo’s conceptual vision.

Challenges and Criticisms

While Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons have garnered widespread admiration, they have also

faced criticism. The brand’s abstract and often challenging designs are not universally accessible,

sometimes alienating mainstream consumers. The prioritization of concept over wearability can limit

commercial appeal, posing a challenge in balancing artistic integrity with business sustainability.

Additionally, the heavy reliance on black and monochrome palettes, while iconic, may be perceived as

limiting in terms of color diversity. However, this aesthetic consistency reinforces the brand’s identity



and philosophical underpinnings.

Pros and Cons of Comme des Garçons’ Approach

Pros: Pioneering avant-garde design, intellectual depth, cultural influence, and cross-industry

collaborations.

Cons: Limited mass-market appeal, sometimes polarizing aesthetics, and a niche audience

predominantly.

The Continuing Legacy and Future Prospects

As Rei Kawakubo approaches her sixth decade in fashion, the influence of Comme des Garçons

remains formidable. The brand continues to innovate, embracing new materials, techniques, and

cultural dialogues. Its presence in major fashion weeks and partnerships with diverse artists

underscore a commitment to evolution without compromising foundational principles.

The ongoing relevance of Kawakubo’s vision signals a broader shift in fashion towards embracing

complexity and intellectual engagement. As consumers increasingly seek authenticity and narratives in

their apparel, Comme des Garçons stands as a beacon of thoughtful, boundary-defying design.

In examining Rei Kawakubo and Comme des Garçons, it becomes evident that their contribution

transcends apparel; it is a cultural and artistic phenomenon that continues to inspire, provoke, and

redefine what fashion can be.



Rei Kawakubo And Comme Des Garcons

  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Rei Kawakubo and Comme Des Garçons Deyan
Sudjic, 1990
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Rei Kawakubo Rex Butler, 2022-12-15 The Japanese
fashion designer Rei Kawakubo of Comme des Garçons is undoubtedly one of the world's major
fashion designers. In 2017 she was the second living designer to ever be given a retrospective at the
renowned Costume Institute of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. Her work exerts an
extraordinary influence over succeeding generations of designers and is a major point of reference
for all those wishing to explore the place of fashion in contemporary culture. The 14 essays in this
collection, written by eminent fashion theorists from around the world, ask what is the relationship
of Kawakubo's work to art, philosophy and architecture, and ultimately illustrate how Kawakubo's
creative output allows us to understand the very notion of fashion itself.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Rei Kawakubo Comme des Garçons Andrew Bolton,
2017-05-01 Widely recognized as among the most important and influential designers of the past
forty years, Rei Kawakubo of Comme des Garçons has defined and transformed the visual language
of our time. Since her Paris debut in 1981, she has blurred the divide between art and fashion and
transformed customary notions of the body, beauty and identity. This lavishly illustrated publication
weaves an illuminating narrative around Kawakubo's revolutionary experiments in
interstitiality—the space between boundaries. Brilliant new photographs of more than 120 examples
of Kawakubo's womenswear for Comme des Garçons, accompanied by Kawakubo's commentary on
her designs and creative process, reveal her conceptual and challenging aesthetic as never before. A
chronology of Kawakubo's career provides additional context, and an insightful conversation with
the author offers a fascinating glimpse into the mind of this fashion visionary.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: The Genius of Rei Kawakubo: The woman who
founded Comme des Garçons Terry Newman, 2026-03-17 'The Genius of Rei Kawakubo: The woman
who founded Comme des Garçons' celebrates a designer that is revered as the most avant-garde and
experimental in the world. My approach is simple. It is nothing other than what I am thinking at the
time I make each piece of clothing…The result is something that other people decide. - Rei
Kawakibo, Interview Magazine, 2008 “Kawakubo’s will matches that of Coco Chanel and her
influence goes perhaps even further; she is a designer who sees a bigger picture and has impacted
the very shape of fashion, moving its foundations.” - Terry Newman The Genius of Rei Kawakubo:
The woman who founded Comme des Garçons celebrates a designer that is revered as the most
avant-garde and experimental in the world. Having created a fashion label that is a global inspiration
and one of the few independent brands still run by its founder, Kawakubo infuses her designs with
the philosophies of Mu-Ma and Wabi-Sabi to create clothes that are truly special. Beginning with
Kawakubo’s early days when she began developing her brand in Japan, The Genius of Rei Kawakubo:
The woman who founded Comme des Garçons goes on to look at her principles of anti-fashion and
the art of imperfection, including seminal design details from some of her key collections. With
chapters on Kawakubo’s collaborations with other designers, her shops, perfumes, and lots more,
this book presents the brand and its founder in all its glorious detail. Written by Terry Newman – the
bestselling author of Marilyn Monroe Style – we learn just how canny a businesswoman and creative
an artist Kawakubo is and how, through various avenues and alliances, she has created a vast
Comme des Garçons empire.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Rei Kawakubo , 2017
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Rei Kawakubo Metropolitan Museum of Art (New
York, N.Y.). Department of Communications, 2017
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Rei Kawakubo - Renegades of Fashion Charlie
O'Brien, Paul G. Roberts, 2021-06-08 The old guard of fashion despised her; the critics never
understood her. But for Rei Kawakubo, founder of the renowned fashion label Comme Des Garcons,

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/rei-kawakubo-and-comme-des-garcons.pdf


that was always the point. For the more polarising a collection was, the more success it accrued.
Kawakubo eschewed conventional standards of beauty, ushering in a new era of anti-fashion; a
deconstructed wonderland of noir, capable of creating strong, provocative pieces for women with a
defiant desire to dress in a way that reflected their own unique sensibilities. Kawakubo was born in
Tokyo in 1942, the eldest of three siblings and sole daughter of the family. Her father was an
administrator at Keio University; her mother, a trained English teacher whom remained at home to
raise the family. Though she insisted her home life was comfortable, even ordinary, Kawakubo came
from a family of divorce - a rarity in Japanese culture at the time. Her mother had wished to enter
the workforce when her children came of age; her father, however, expressly forbade it. In most
Japanese households during that time and of their social standing, this would have been the end of
discussion: the patriarchal law meant his word was final. But the Kawakubo's were no ordinary
family - their mother insisted on a divorce, leaving her husband to fulfill her dream of becoming a
high school teacher. It was an act that instilled a sense of defiance in her young daughter, teaching
the values of independence and determination, a defining moment that Kawakubo would look to for
resolve over the course of her life. In 1960, Kawakubo attended her father's university and
undertook a degree in the history of aesthetics, a course that considered both Eastern and Western
culture and art. When she graduated in 1964, she left home and without telling her parents, moved
into a shared apartment in the seamy Harajuku neighborhood of Tokyo. Kawakubo has always
asserted she owns a duality of personality, and her early adult years did much to cultivate this
notion: while the bohemian lifestyle of Harajuku spoke to her inherent desire to break the rules, the
other half - gifted through education and the affluent social circles she formed during university -
held a deep concern for both tradition and history.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: "Dress becomes body becomes dress" Alexander
O'Kane, 2012
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Rei Kawakubo Rex Butler, 2022-12-15 The Japanese
fashion designer Rei Kawakubo of Comme des Garçons is undoubtedly one of the world's major
fashion designers. In 2017 she was the second living designer to ever be given a retrospective at the
renowned Costume Institute of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. Her work exerts an
extraordinary influence over succeeding generations of designers and is a major point of reference
for all those wishing to explore the place of fashion in contemporary culture. The 14 essays in this
collection, written by eminent fashion theorists from around the world, ask what is the relationship
of Kawakubo's work to art, philosophy and architecture, and ultimately illustrate how Kawakubo's
creative output allows us to understand the very notion of fashion itself.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Fifty Years of Fashion Valerie Steele, 2000-01-01
Describes top trends and designers of the past fifty years, including their social and cultural contexts
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Rei Kawakubo, Comme Des Garçons Peter G. Rowe,
2002
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: The Berg Companion to Fashion Valerie Steele,
2015-08-01 - An essential reference for students, curators and scholars of fashion, cultural studies,
and the expanding range of disciplines that see fashion as imbued with meaning far beyond the
material. - Over 300 in-depth entries covering designers, articles of clothing, key concepts and
styles. - Edited and introduced by Valerie Steele, a scholar who has revolutionized the study of
fashion, and who has been described by The Washington Post as one of fashion's brainiest women.
Derided by some as frivolous, even dangerous, and celebrated by others as art, fashion is anything
but a neutral topic. Behind the hype and the glamour is an industry that affects all cultures of the
world. A potent force in the global economy, fashion is also highly influential in everyday lives, even
amongst those who may feel impervious. This handy volume is a one-stop reference for anyone
interested in fashion - its meaning, history and theory. From Avedon to Codpiece, Dandyism to the
G-String, Japanese Fashion to Subcultures, Trickle down to Zoot Suit, The Berg Companion to
Fashion provides a comprehensive overview of this most fascinating of topics and will serve as the
benchmark guide to the subject for many years to come.



  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Style Deficit Disorder Tiffany Godoy, 2007-12-13
The Harajuku neighbourhood of Tokyo has become an international style mecca, a street-level
fashion scene prowled by major designers looking for inspiration, and whose local, cutting-edge
labels enjoy global cachet. Style Deficit Disorder is the first book to explore this remixed,
fast-forward fashion hotbed, profiling its most daring and influential designers, labels, stylists, and
shops. Featuring nearly 200 photos, essays by key Japanese fashion editors, and commentary by
many western designers, this is a must-have, insider's look at an international fashion and pop
culture epicentre, past, present, and future.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: The Routledge Companion to Fashion Studies
Eugenia Paulicelli, Veronica Manlow, Elizabeth Wissinger, 2021-09-22 This collection of original
essays interrogates disciplinary boundaries in fashion, gathering fashion studies research across
disciplines and from around the globe. Fashion and clothing are part of material and visual culture,
cultural memory, and heritage; they contribute to shaping the way people see themselves, interact,
and consume. For each of the volume’s eight parts, scholars from across the world and a variety of
disciplines offer analytical tools for further research. Never neglecting the interconnectedness of
disciplines and domains, these original contributions survey specific topics and critically discuss the
leading views in their areas. They include discursive and reflective pieces, as well as discussions of
original empirical work, and contributors include established leaders in the field, rising stars, and
new voices, including practioner and industry voices. This is a comprehensive overview of the field,
ideal not only for undergraduate and postgraduate fashion studies students, but also for researchers
and students in communication studies, the humanities, gender and critical race studies, social
sciences, and fashion design and business.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: About Face Dorinne Kondo, 2014-09-03 From the
runways of Paris to the casting controversies over BMiss Saigon, from a local demonstration at the
Claremont Colleges in California to the gender-blending of BM. Butterfly, BAbout Face examines
representations of Asia and their reverberations in both Asia and Asian American lives. Japanese
high fashion and Asian American theater become points of entry into the politics of pleasure, the
performance of racial identities, and the possibility of political intervention in commodity capitalism.
Based on Kondo's fieldwork, this interdisciplinary work brings together essays, interviews with
designer Rei Kawakubo of Comme des Garcons and playwright David Henry Hwang, and personal
vignettes in its exploration of counter-Orientalisms.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: A Collection of Essays : After Appropriation by Salar
Bil Salar Bil, Appropriation in art challenges originality by reusing and recontextualizing existing
ideas. Conceptual artists use it to critique culture, shifting the focus from craftsmanship to
intellectual discourse. From Duchamp’s readymades to Pop Art, appropriation has shaped modern
art movements. Inspired by this, I explored artistic appropriation, wrote many articles, and have
published them as a book over the past five years.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: A Cultural History of Fashion in the 20th and
21st Centuries Bonnie English, 2013-08-01 This new edition of a bestselling textbook is designed
for students, scholars, and anyone interested in 20th century fashion history. Accessibly written and
well illustrated, the book outlines the social and cultural history of fashion thematically, and contains
a wide range of global case studies on key designers, styles, movements and events. The new edition
has been revised and expanded: there are new sections on eco-fashion, fashion and the museum,
major changes in the fashion market in the 21st century (including the impact of new media and
retailing networks), new technologies, fashion weeks, the rise of asian fashion centers and more.
There are twice as many illustrations. In its second edition, A Cultural History of Fashion in the 20th
and 21st Centuries is the ideal introductory text for all students of fashion.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Fashion and Motherhood Laura Snelgrove,
2024-01-25 Motherhood, whether achieved through biological or other means, is not a rare
experience; dressing oneself, even less so. The two phenomena are intimately linked, as both occur
on and to the private body, and are also fully subject to social pressures and the changing tides of



public opinion. They also, for anyone who experiences motherhood, define one another and work
together to shape an individual's identity and place in their culture. This rich collection explores the
essential question of how motherhood and fashion interact, interrogating their relationships to
power, misogyny, temporality, longing and embodiment, among other themes. The 13 essays
examine representations on film, in popular print and literature; they use images, narrative and
material evidence from the past to excavate the historical cleavages in how mothers have been
expected to hide, display, share and sacrifice their bodies. An international range of scholars
explores the 19th to the 21st centuries, tracing how fashion and motherhood have operated as
powerfully interdependent experiences and continue to determine how women are judged and
corralled, yet also find meaning, connection and strength.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: Critical design in Japan Ory Bartal, 2020-04-17
This book tells the story of critical avant-garde design in Japan, which emerged during the 1960s
and continues to inspire designers today. The practice communicates a form of visual and material
protest drawing on the ideologies and critical theories of the 1960s and 1970s, notably feminism,
body politics, the politics of identity, and ecological, anti-consumerist and anti-institutional critiques,
as well as the concept of otherness. It also presents an encounter between two seemingly
contradictory concepts: luxury and the avant-garde. The book challenges the definition of design as
the production of unnecessary decorative and conceptual objects, and the characterisation of
Japanese design in particular as beautiful, sublime or a product of ‘Japanese culture’. In doing so it
reveals the ways in which material and visual culture serve to voice protest and formulate a social
critique.
  rei kawakubo and comme des garcons: The New Frontiers of Fashion Law Rossella Esther
Cerchia, Barbara Pozzo, 2021-01-13 Fashion law encompasses a wide variety of issues that concern
an article of clothing or a fashion accessory, starting from the moment they are designed and
following them through distribution and marketing phases, all the way until they reach the end-user.
Contract law, intellectual property, company law, tax law, international trade, and customs law are
of fundamental importance in defining this new field of law that is gradually taking shape. This
volume focuses on the new frontiers of fashion law, taking into account the various fields that have
recently emerged as being of great interest for the entire fashion world: from sustainable fashion to
wearable technologies, from new remedies to cultural appropriation to the regulation of model
weight, from advertising law on the digital market to the impact of new technologies on product
distribution. The purpose is to stimulate discussion on contemporary problems that have the
potential to define new boundaries of fashion law, such as the impact of the heightened ethical
sensitivity of consumers (who increasingly require effective solutions), that a comparative law
perspective renders more interesting. The volume seeks to sketch out the new legal fields in which
the fashion industry is getting involved, identifying the new boundaries of fashion law that existing
literature has not dealt with in a comprehensive manner.
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