
legends and myths of hawaii
Legends and Myths of Hawaii: Exploring the Spiritual Tapestry of the Islands

legends and myths of hawaii weave a rich and colorful tapestry that reflects the deep spirituality
and cultural heritage of the Hawaiian Islands. These stories, passed down through generations, offer
fascinating insights into the beliefs, values, and natural wonders that have shaped Hawaii’s unique
identity. From powerful gods and goddesses to mysterious creatures and sacred places, the myths of
Hawaii invite us to explore a world where nature and the divine are intimately connected.

If you’ve ever been curious about the origins of Hawaiian customs or the stories behind iconic
landmarks, diving into these ancient legends will not only enrich your understanding but also
deepen your appreciation for the islands’ cultural landscape.

The Role of Legends and Myths in Hawaiian Culture

Hawaiian legends and myths are more than just entertaining tales; they serve as a vital link to the
past. In a society that traditionally relied on oral storytelling, these narratives preserved history,
taught moral lessons, and reinforced the sacredness of the land and sea. They explain natural
phenomena, legitimize social structures, and celebrate the gods and heroes who shaped the islands.

These stories were often recited by skilled storytellers known as kahuna, who held significant
spiritual authority. Understanding these myths is key to grasping Hawaiian values such as respect
for nature (aloha ʻāina), the importance of family (‘ohana), and the balance between humans and the
environment.

Famous Hawaiian Legends and Their Meanings

Hawaiian mythology is populated by a pantheon of gods and legendary figures, each with unique
stories that reveal essential aspects of island life and cosmology.

Pele: The Goddess of Fire and Volcanoes

Perhaps the most renowned figure in Hawaiian mythology is Pele, the fiery goddess of volcanoes and
creator of the Hawaiian Islands. According to legend, Pele resides in the Halemaʻumaʻu Crater of
Kīlauea volcano on the Big Island. She is both revered and feared for her power to create land
through lava flows and to destroy with volcanic eruptions.

Pele’s stories often highlight themes of passion, transformation, and respect for nature’s forces. One
popular tale recounts her rivalry with her sister, the beautiful ocean goddess Hi‘iaka. This myth
explains not only the creation of certain landscapes but also emphasizes the balance between fire
and water, destruction and renewal.



Kamapuaʻa: The Shape-Shifting Pig God

Kamapuaʻa is a demi-god known for his ability to transform into a wild boar. He is associated with
fertility, agriculture, and the forests. His adventures often involve romantic escapades, battles, and
alliances with other deities, especially Pele.

His legend reflects the Hawaiian connection to the natural world and the cycles of growth and life.
Kamapuaʻa’s story also teaches about adaptability and the importance of honoring both the land and
its creatures.

Hi‘iaka: The Goddess of Hula and Healing

Hi‘iaka, younger sister to Pele, is revered as the goddess of hula, chant, and medicine. Her journey
to retrieve Pele’s lover is a central narrative that showcases devotion, courage, and the healing
power of nature.

This legend also illustrates the cultural significance of hula as a sacred art form, not merely
entertainment, and how it connects practitioners with the spiritual realm.

Mythical Creatures and Spiritual Beings

Beyond gods and goddesses, Hawaiian folklore includes a variety of supernatural beings that
embody the island’s mysterious and sacred qualities.

Menehune: The Little People of Hawaii

The Menehune are mythical little people believed to live in hidden valleys and forests. According to
legend, they are master builders and craftsmen, responsible for constructing fishponds, temples, and
roads overnight.

Stories of the Menehune reflect themes of hidden knowledge, the magic of the unseen world, and
respect for the land’s mysteries. Many locals still share tales about encountering these elusive
beings, adding an enchanting layer to Hawaii’s folklore.

Moʻo: The Water Spirits and Dragon-like Creatures

Moʻo are legendary reptilian water spirits that often appear as giant lizards or dragons. They are
guardians of freshwater sources like ponds and streams and are associated with protection and
fertility.

Tales of moʻo warn of respecting sacred waters and the dangers of disturbing natural balance. These
myths emphasize the Hawaiian reverence for water as a life-giving and spiritual force.



Legendary Places and Their Stories

Many Hawaiian landmarks are steeped in myth, and learning their stories can transform a simple
visit into a profound cultural experience.

Waipiʻo Valley: The Valley of the Kings

Waipiʻo Valley on the Big Island is often called the “Valley of the Kings” because it was a royal
residence. Legend says that it is a place where the boundary between the earthly and spiritual
worlds is thin.

Myths about Waipiʻo include stories of ancient chiefs, sacred rituals, and even ghosts. The valley’s
lush beauty and sacred aura make it a living symbol of Hawaii’s mythic past.

Halemaʻumaʻu Crater: Pele’s Home

As the fiery abode of Pele, Halemaʻumaʻu Crater is more than a geological wonder. Local legends
warn visitors to show respect; leaving offerings such as flowers or food is a common practice to
honor the goddess.

Understanding the legends surrounding this crater helps visitors appreciate the cultural significance
behind volcanic activity, which is often seen not just as a natural event but as a spiritual dialogue.

How Hawaiian Legends Influence Modern Life

Even today, the legends and myths of Hawaii continue to influence art, music, dance, and local
customs. Hula performances often recount stories of gods and heroes, while traditional chants
preserve ancient language and history.

Tourism in Hawaii also embraces these myths by offering cultural tours, storytelling sessions, and
visits to sacred sites. For travelers, learning about these stories can deepen their connection to the
islands and encourage respectful engagement with Hawaiian culture.

Moreover, Hawaiian myths inspire environmental stewardship. The reverence for Pele and other
deities reminds residents and visitors alike to protect the fragile ecosystems and honor the land’s
mana (spiritual power).

Tips for Experiencing Hawaiian Mythology Respectfully

- When visiting sacred sites, always follow local guidelines and customs.
- Consider attending a traditional luau or hula show where stories are shared authentically.
- Support local storytellers and cultural practitioners who keep these myths alive.



- Approach the legends with an open mind, recognizing their spiritual and cultural significance
beyond mere entertainment.

The legends and myths of Hawaii offer a fascinating glimpse into a world where nature, spirituality,
and community intertwine. Exploring these stories not only enriches your understanding of the
islands’ past but also invites you to appreciate the enduring spirit that continues to shape Hawaii
today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the legend of Pele, the Hawaiian goddess of
volcanoes?
Pele is the Hawaiian goddess of volcanoes and fire, known for her passionate and fiery nature.
According to legend, she created the Hawaiian Islands through her volcanic eruptions and is both
revered and feared for her power to destroy and create land.

Who are the Menehune in Hawaiian mythology?
The Menehune are mythical dwarf-like people believed to be expert craftsmen and builders. Legends
say they lived in the forests and valleys of Hawaii, constructing temples, roads, and fishponds
overnight while humans were asleep.

What is the story behind the Hawaiian demigod Maui?
Maui is a legendary demigod known for his cleverness and magical feats. One famous myth tells how
he slowed down the sun by lassoing it, allowing longer daylight hours. He is also credited with
fishing up the Hawaiian Islands from the ocean floor.

What is the significance of the Night Marchers in Hawaiian
legends?
The Night Marchers are ghostly warriors who roam the islands at night, believed to be the spirits of
ancient Hawaiian chiefs and their armies. Encountering them is considered dangerous, and people
are advised to show respect by lying face down and avoiding eye contact.

How does the legend of the shark goddess Kaʻahupahau
influence Hawaiian culture?
Kaʻahupahau is a shark goddess who protected the people of Oʻahu. She is often depicted as a
guardian spirit, and her legend emphasizes respect for sharks and the ocean, which are considered
sacred in Hawaiian culture.

What role do myths about the Rainbow Goddess play in



Hawaiian folklore?
The Rainbow Goddess, often identified as the deity Anuenue, symbolizes hope and connection
between the heavens and the earth. Rainbows in Hawaiian myths are seen as messages from the
gods, and the goddess is believed to guide and protect people through difficult times.

Additional Resources
**Legends and Myths of Hawaii: Exploring the Island’s Rich Oral Traditions**

Legends and myths of Hawaii have long captured the imagination of locals and visitors alike.
These stories, passed down orally through generations, provide not only entertainment but also a
profound insight into the cultural, spiritual, and historical fabric of the Hawaiian Islands. Rooted in
Polynesian heritage, these narratives encompass gods, demigods, heroes, and supernatural
phenomena that reveal the values, beliefs, and natural phenomena that shaped Hawaiian life. In this
article, we will delve into the most significant legends and myths of Hawaii, analyzing their origins,
variations, and the cultural significance they hold today.

The Cultural Context of Hawaiian Legends and Myths

Hawaiian mythology is a vibrant tapestry that reflects the islands’ isolated yet interconnected
history with the broader Polynesian triangle. Unlike Western mythologies written in ancient texts,
Hawaiian legends were primarily conveyed through oral storytelling, chants (mele), and hula
performances, making them dynamic and adaptable. These stories were essential in preserving
knowledge about the environment, genealogy (mo‘okū‘auhau), and morality.

The term "kapu" or sacred law often underscores many Hawaiian myths, defining social order and
spiritual conduct. Many legends emphasize respect for nature, the gods’ influence on everyday life,
and the importance of community harmony. Understanding these narratives requires considering
their spiritual and educational roles rather than viewing them merely as folklore.

Key Deities and Their Stories

Central to the legends and myths of Hawaii are its pantheon of gods and goddesses, each
representing natural elements or human virtues. Among the most prominent:

- **Pele**: The goddess of volcanoes and fire, Pele is arguably the most famous figure in Hawaiian
mythology. Her fiery temper and creative destruction through lava flows are believed to shape the
islands continuously. The legend of Pele includes themes of love, jealousy, and transformation, often
illustrating the volatile yet life-giving power of volcanic activity.

- **Kanaloa**: Often considered the god of the ocean and the underworld, Kanaloa is associated with
the deep sea and navigation. His stories highlight the importance of the ocean both as a source of
sustenance and a mysterious realm.



- **Lono**: The god of fertility, agriculture, rainfall, and peace. The annual Makahiki festival honors
Lono, marking a time of harvest and rest from warfare. His mythos reflects the cyclical nature of life
and the environment.

- **Kāne**: As one of the four major Hawaiian gods, Kāne symbolizes creation, sunlight, and fresh
water. Many origin myths attribute the creation of man and the environment to Kāne’s divine
actions.

These deities’ stories are not isolated; they interact in complex ways, often representing natural
forces in conflict or harmony, which mirrors the islands’ ecological and social realities.

Exploring Famous Hawaiian Myths

Among the many legends and myths of Hawaii, several stand out for their cultural impact and
enduring popularity. These tales serve as windows into ancient Hawaiian cosmology and ethics.

The Legend of Pele and Hi‘iaka

Perhaps the most widely recounted story is that of Pele and her younger sister Hi‘iaka. According to
legend, Pele traveled across the islands in search of a lover, causing volcanic eruptions along her
path. Meanwhile, Hi‘iaka was tasked with retrieving Pele’s beloved from a distant island. The story
underscores themes of loyalty, jealousy, and the balance between destruction and renewal.

This myth also explains natural phenomena: volcanic eruptions are interpreted as Pele’s presence,
while the regrowth of vegetation after lava flows symbolizes Hi‘iaka’s healing powers. The tale has
been adapted into many forms, from traditional chants to modern literature, highlighting its
relevance in contemporary Hawaiian identity.

Kamapua‘a: The Pig Demigod

Kamapua‘a is a fascinating figure, often described as a shape-shifting demigod who could transform
into a pig. His stories reflect themes of transformation, fertility, and the tension between wild nature
and human society. Kamapua‘a is known for his romantic exploits and battles, particularly with Pele,
with whom he shared a complex relationship.

This myth offers insight into the Hawaiian understanding of duality and the fluid boundaries
between human and animal, the natural and supernatural. Kamapua‘a’s ability to control rain and
fertility also connects him to agricultural cycles, emphasizing the interdependence of humans and
the environment.

The Night Marchers (Huaka‘i Pō)

One of the more chilling legends involves the Night Marchers, ghostly apparitions said to be the



spirits of ancient Hawaiian warriors. According to belief, these spectral processions emerge on
certain nights, marching along sacred paths. Encountering them is considered dangerous, as it is
said that those who look upon them may be harmed or taken.

The Night Marchers myth serves as a cautionary tale about respecting sacred spaces and the
ancestors. It also reflects a broader Polynesian belief in the continued presence and power of
ancestors in daily life. This legend continues to influence local customs and tourism narratives,
blending fear with reverence.

The Role of Nature in Hawaiian Myths

A defining feature of the legends and myths of Hawaii is their profound connection to the natural
world. The islands’ dramatic landscapes—volcanoes, oceans, forests—are not mere backdrops but
active characters in these stories.

Volcanoes as Living Entities

Unlike many Western narratives that view natural disasters as random or purely destructive,
Hawaiian myths personify natural forces. For example, volcanic eruptions are seen as Pele’s
expression of power, anger, or grief. This anthropomorphism fosters a respectful and almost familial
relationship with the environment, encouraging sustainable coexistence.

Ocean and Navigation Lore

Given Hawaii’s geographic isolation, the sea has always been central to survival. Myths involving
ocean gods like Kanaloa or stories of ancient navigators emphasize humanity’s reliance on and
respect for the ocean’s unpredictability. These narratives also preserve practical knowledge of
navigation and marine ecology embedded within spiritual frameworks.

Contemporary Relevance and Interpretation

In modern Hawaii, these legends and myths continue to influence cultural practices, education, and
tourism. Efforts to preserve and revitalize native Hawaiian language and traditions have brought
renewed attention to these oral histories.

For example, the story of Pele is often invoked in environmental discourse, particularly concerning
volcanic activity and land stewardship. Similarly, the Night Marchers legend is a popular subject in
cultural tours, blending historical respect with engaging storytelling.

However, the commercialization of these myths presents challenges. Some argue that tourism-driven
retellings risk oversimplifying or distorting complex cultural narratives. Conversely, proponents
contend that sharing these stories globally fosters greater appreciation and support for Hawaiian
culture.



Preservation Through Education and Media

Hawaiian schools and cultural organizations increasingly incorporate traditional myths into curricula
to strengthen identity and connection to the land. Additionally, filmmakers, authors, and artists draw
upon these legends to create works that resonate both locally and internationally.

This blending of tradition and modernity demonstrates the adaptability of Hawaiian myths. They are
living stories, evolving while maintaining core values.

Comparative Perspectives: Hawaiian Myths and
Polynesian Traditions

Placing Hawaiian legends within the wider context of Polynesian mythology reveals shared themes
and unique adaptations. Like other Polynesian cultures, Hawaiian myths emphasize navigation,
respect for nature, and ancestor worship.

However, Hawaii’s volcanic landscape has given rise to distinctive stories, especially those centered
on Pele. While gods like Kāne and Kanaloa appear across Polynesia, their Hawaiian narratives often
carry specific local significance, shaped by the islands’ environment and history.

This comparative approach enriches understanding by highlighting both the common cultural
threads and the particularities that make Hawaiian mythology uniquely compelling.

---

The legends and myths of Hawaii remain a vital part of the islands’ identity and worldview. Far from
mere stories, they are vehicles of cultural memory, environmental respect, and spiritual guidance.
As Hawaii continues to navigate the complexities of modernity and cultural preservation, these
myths provide a timeless connection to an ancient past and an enduring sense of place.

Legends And Myths Of Hawaii

  legends and myths of hawaii: Legends & Myths of Hawaii King David Kalakaua, 2013-03-26
The Legends and Myths of Hawaii, by King David Kalakaua, who lived from 1836 to 1890, is a
remarkable work. It combines many traditional Hawaiian legends with stories about historical
incidents, such as the death of Captain James Cook at the hands of Hawaiians in 1779 and the
destruction of Hawaiian temples in 1819. No other collection of Hawaii's myths has come so directly
from a literate Hawaiian. King Kalakaua ruled his subjects with sympathy and understanding and
had a deep respect for their traditional knowledge. he was the initiator of a general renaissance of
Hawaiian culture that has continued to this day. His Hawaiian Majesty King David Kalakaua was a
fascinating writer and mythologist who captured in these stories the romance of old Polynesia. His
book is an early and significant contribution to the preservation of Hawaiian culture, as well as a
rich collection of Hawaiian lore.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii David Kalakaua, Kin,

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/legends-and-myths-of-hawaii.pdf


2014-08-07 This Is A New Release Of The Original 1888 Edition.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii David Kalakaua, The
legends following are of a group of sunny islands lying almost midway between Asia and America—a
cluster of volcanic craters and coral-reefs, where the mountains are mantled in perpetual green and
look down upon valleys of eternal spring; where for two-thirds of the year the trade-winds, sweeping
down from the northwest coast of America and softened in their passage southward, dally with the
stately cocoas and spreading palms, and mingle their cooling breath with the ever-living fragrance of
fruit and blossom. Deeply embosomed in the silent wastes of the broad Pacific, with no habitable
land nearer than two thousand miles, these islands greet the eye of the approaching mariner like a
shadowy paradise, suddenly lifted from the blue depths by the malicious spirits of the world of
waters, either to lure him to his destruction or disappear as he drops his anchor by the enchanted
shore. The legends are of a little archipelago which was unknown to the civilized world until the
closing years of the last century, and of a people who for many centuries exchanged no word or
product with the rest of mankind; who had lost all knowledge, save the little retained by the
dreamiest of legends, of the great world beyond their island home; whose origin may be traced to
the ancient Cushites of Arabia, and whose legends repeat the story of the Jewish genesis; who
developed and passed through an age of chivalry somewhat more barbarous, perhaps, but scarcely
less affluent in deeds of enterprise and valor than that which characterized the contemporaneous
races of the continental world; whose chiefs and priests claimed kinship with the gods, and step by
step told back their lineage not only to him who rode the floods, but to the sinning pair whose
re-entrance to the forfeited joys of Paradise was prevented by the large, white bird of Kane; who
fought without shields and went to their death without fear; whose implements of war and industry
were of wood, stone and bone, yet who erected great temples to their gods, and constructed barges
and canoes which they navigated by the stars; who peopled the elements with spirits, reverenced the
priesthood, bowed to the revelations of their prophets, and submitted without complaint to the
oppressions of the tabu; who observed the rite of circumcision, built places of refuge after the
manner of the ancient Israelites, and held sacred the religious legends of the priests and
chronological meles of the chiefs. As the mind reverts to the past of the Hawaiian group, and dwells
for a moment upon the shadowy history of its people, mighty forms rise and disappear—men of the
stature of eight or nine feet, crowned with helmets of feathers and bearing spears thirty feet in
length. Such men were Kiha, and Liloa, and Umi, and Lono, all kings of Hawaii during the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries; and little less in bulk and none the less in valor was the great Kamehameha,
who conquered and consolidated the several islands under one government, and died as late as
1819. And beside Umi, whose life was a romance, stands his humble friend Maukaleoleo, who, with
his feet upon the ground, could reach the cocoanuts of standing trees; and back of him in the past is
seen Kana, the son of Hina, whose height was measured by paces. To be continue in this ebook...
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii David Kalakaua, 2021-07-30
The legends are of a little archipelago which was unknown to the civilized world until the closing
years of the last century, and of a people who for many centuries exchanged no word or product with
the rest of mankind; who had lost all knowledge, save the little retained by the dreamiest of legends,
of the great world beyond their island home; whose origin may be traced to the ancient Cushites of
Arabia, and whose legends repeat the story of the Jewish genesis; who developed and passed
through an age of chivalry somewhat more barbarous, perhaps, but scarcely less affluent in deeds of
enterprise and valor than that which characterized the contemporaneous races of the continental
world; whose chiefs and priests claimed kinship with the gods, and step by step told back their
lineage not only to him who rode the floods, but to the sinning pair whose re-entrance to the
forfeited joys of Paradise was prevented by the large, white bird of Kane ; who fought without
shields and went to their death without fear; whose implements of war and industry were of wood,
stone and bone, yet who erected great temples to their gods, and constructed barges and canoes
which they navigated by the stars; who peopled the elements with spirits, reverenced the
priesthood, bowed to the revelations of their prophets, and submitted without complaint to the



oppressions of the tabu ; who observed the rite of circumcision, built places of refuge after the
manner of the ancient Israelites, and held sacred the religious legends of the priests and
chronological meles of the chiefs.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii Rollin Daggett, David
Kalakaua, 2020-03-16 The Legends and Myths of Hawaii is not all mythology. It is rich in historical
narrative. King Kalakaua relates the stories of certain great events with such verve that one can
readily imagine he was an eyewitness. No doubt he had heard the same tales from the sons and
daughters of those who had been present on occasions such as the death of Captain Cook. Since the
momentous Hawaiian rejection of the ancient gods took place only two decades before his birth,
many of the people about him as he grew to manhood had lived under the old system. His sources of
knowledge were direct indeed
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii David Kalakaua (King Of
Hawaii), 2014-02 This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have
occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that
were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this
work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print
as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We
appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy
this valuable book. ++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the
bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to ensure
edition identification: ++++ The Legends And Myths Of Hawaii: The Fables And Folk-lore Of A
Strange People David Kalakaua (King of Hawaii) Rollin Mallory Daggett C.L. Webster & Company,
1888 Fiction; Fairy Tales, Folklore & Mythology; Fiction / Fairy Tales, Folklore & Mythology;
Folk-lore; Folklore; Legends; Social Science / Folklore & Mythology
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii David Kalakaua (King of
Hawaii),
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii David Kalākaua, 2021-06-02
The Legends and Myths of Hawaii is not all mythology. It is rich in historical narrative. King
Kalakaua relates the stories of certain great events with such verve that one can readily imagine he
was an eyewitness. No doubt he had heard the same tales from the sons and daughters of those who
had been present on occasions such as the death of Captain Cook. Since the momentous Hawaiian
rejection of the ancient gods took place only two decades before his birth, many of the people about
him as he grew to manhood had lived under the old system. His sources of knowledge were direct
indeed.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii (Annotated) David Kalakaua,
2020-02 Differentiated book- It has a historical context with research of the time-David Kalakaua
(1836-San Francisco, 1891). Known as The Cheerful Monarch or Merrie Monarch. He was the last
king of the Kingdom of Hawaii. He ruled from February 12, 1874 until his death in San Francisco,
California on January 20, 1891. He dethroned Emma, widow of Kamehameha V. He ceded to the
United States. Pearl Harbor base and promulgated a liberal constitution. He was the third son, and
the oldest of those who survived, of the Great Chiefs César Kapaʻakea and Analea Keohokālole. At
the death of King Lunalilo I on February 3, 1874, David Kalākaua He was chosen by the Assembly to
replace him. Once on the throne, with the name of Kalākaua I, he named his brother, William Pitt
Leleiohoku, his heir, thus avoiding the problems that had led to the two previous elections. Kalākaua
I began his reign with a tour of the Hawaiian Islands which improved his popularity.In October 1874
the new King sent representatives to the United States to negotiate a reciprocity treaty that would
help end the economic depression affecting Hawaii. In November, Kalākaua I himself traveled to
Washington D.C. to meet President Ulysses S. Grant. An agreement was reached and the subsequent
treaty was signed on January 30, 1875. The agreement allowed certain Hawaiian products, mainly
sugar and rice, to be admitted, duty free, in the United States.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii: the Fables and



Folk-Lore of a Strange People King of Hawaii David Kalakaua, 2021-05-05 In the midst of these
scenes of blood the eye rests with relief upon numerous episodes of love, friendship and
self-sacrifice touching with a softening color the ruddy canvas of the past. We see Kanipahu, the
exiled king of Hawaii, delving like a common laborer on a neighboring island, and refusing to accept
anew the sceptre in his old age because his back had become crooked with toil and he could no
longer look over the heads of his subjects as became a Hawaiian king. We see Umi, a rustic youth of
royal mien and mighty proportions, boldly leap the palace-walls of the great Liloa, push aside the
spears of the guards, enter the royal mansion, seat himself in the lap of the king, and through the
exhibition of a forgotten token of love receive instant recognition as his son. And now Lono, the royal
great-grandson of Umi, rises before us, and we see him lured from self-exile by the voice of his
queen, reaching him in secret from without the walls of the sovereign court of Oahu, to return to
Hawaii and triumph over his enemies. These and many other romantic incidents present themselves
in connection with the early Hawaiian kings and princes, and are offered in the succeeding pages
with every detail of interest afforded by available tradition.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii David Kalakaua,
2021-03-02 A moving account of Hawaii’s most culturally significant stories, presented by King
David Kalākaua. The Legends and Myths of Hawaii introduces readers to the social, historical, and
religious customs of native Hawaiians, revealing the history of a culture that, for many years,
functioned without outside influence. Chapters on leaders such as “Hina, the Helen of Hawaii,”
“Hua, King of Hana,” and “Kelea, the Surf-Rider of Maui” illustrate Hawaii’s most important tales
and traditions. Originally published in 1888, King David Kalākaua’s book remains a compelling and
enduring collection of the archipelago's most memorable tales. With an eye-catching new cover and
professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of The Legends and Myths of Hawaii is specially
designed for modern readers. Add this beautiful edition to your bookshelf, or enjoy the digital edition
on any e-book device.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The legends and myths of Hawaii , 1980
  legends and myths of hawaii: Legends and Myths of Hawaii Carly Clem, 2025-03-26 Legends
and Myths of Hawaii: Timeless Tales of Gods, Spirits, and Heroes from Hawaii's Mythic PastDiscover
the ancient legends that shaped Hawaii's culture, identity, and spirit. Step into a world where gods
walk among mortals, heroic demigods battle powerful forces, and mystical creatures guard sacred
lands. Legends and Myths of Hawaii is a captivating collection of Hawaii's most treasured stories,
bringing to life the rich folklore passed down through generations. What You'll Find in This Book: ✔
Powerful Hawaiian Deities - Meet Pele, the fiery goddess of volcanoes, Kanaloa, the enigmatic god of
the ocean, and Lono, the god of peace and fertility. ✔ Epic Heroic Tales - Follow Maui, the legendary
trickster, as he slows the sun and fishes the islands from the sea. ✔ Mysterious Spirits & Creatures -
Uncover the lore of the Night Marchers, the ghostly warriors, and the Menehune, Hawaii's secretive
master builders. ✔ Forbidden Love & Tragic Fates - Experience the heartbreaking tale of Naupaka
and the prophecy of King Kamehameha's rise to power. ✔ Sacred Places & Ancient Temples - Journey
through Hawaii's heiau (temples), where divine energy still lingers. Why This Book? Perfect for
Mythology & Folklore Lovers - If you enjoy myths from around the world, you'll love these uniquely
Hawaiian stories. Rich Cultural Insight - Gain a deeper understanding of Hawaiian traditions,
beliefs, and spirituality. Beautifully Told & Engaging - Blending history and legend, each story
transports you into the heart of Hawaii's mystical past. Great for Readers of All Levels - Whether
you're new to Hawaiian mythology or well-versed in its lore, this book offers an enriching and
immersive experience. Whether you're a history enthusiast, a lover of mythology, or simply
fascinated by Hawaii's rich heritage, Legends and Myths of Hawaii will transport you to a land
where the past and present intertwine, and the echoes of ancient tales still whisper on the island
winds. Perfect for collectors, travelers, and anyone eager to explore the magic of Hawaiian folklore.
  legends and myths of hawaii: LEGENDS AND MYTHS OF HAWAII DAVID. KALAKAUA,
2018
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii David Kalakaua (King of



Hawaii), 2018 The legends are of a little archipelago which was unknown to the civilized world until
the closing years of the last century, and of a people who for many centuries exchanged no word or
product with the rest of mankind; who had lost all knowledge, save the little retained by the
dreamiest of legends, of the great world beyond their island home; whose origin may be traced to
the ancient Cushites of Arabia, and whose legends repeat the story of the Jewish genesis; who
developed and passed through an age of chivalry somewhat more barbarous, perhaps, but scarcely
less affluent in deeds of enterprise and valor than that which characterized the contemporaneous
races of the continental world; whose chiefs and priests claimed kinship with the gods, and step by
step told back their lineage not only to him who rode the floods, but to the sinning pair whose
re-entrance to the forfeited joys of Paradise was prevented by the large, white bird of Kane ; who
fought without shields and went to their death without fear; whose implements of war and industry
were of wood, stone and bone, yet who erected great temples to their gods, and constructed barges
and canoes which they navigated by the stars; who peopled the elements with spirits, reverenced the
priesthood, bowed to the revelations of their prophets, and submitted without complaint to the
oppressions of the tabu ; who observed the rite of circumcision, built places of refuge after the
manner of the ancient Israelites, and held sacred the religious legends of the priests and
chronological meles of the chiefs.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii David Kalakaua (King of
Hawaii), 1888
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii Various Authors,
2023-12-26 In The Legends and Myths of Hawaii, an anthology compiled from a rich tradition of
Hawaiian oral storytelling, readers are invited into a world where nature, spirituality, and history
intertwine. This work captures the essence of Hawaiian culture through a collection of enchanting
tales, exploring the creation of the islands, the exploits of demigods like Maui, and the deep
connection between the land and its people. The literary style oscillates between lyrical prose and
evocative poetry, illuminating the vibrant landscapes and mythology that have shaped Hawaii'Äôs
cultural heritage. The authors contributing to this anthology include both native Hawaiians and
scholars with a profound respect for the islands' traditions. Their backgrounds in anthropology,
folklore, and literature have equipped them to curate these stories with authenticity and insight.
Their collective aim is to preserve the rich tapestry of Hawaiian mythology for future generations,
highlighting themes of love, loss, triumph, and respect for nature ingrained in these narratives. This
book is highly recommended for anyone interested in indigenous cultures and mythology. It serves
not only as a captivating read but also as a scholarly resource that sheds light on the beliefs and
values of Hawaiian society, making it essential for both casual readers and serious students of
mythology.
  legends and myths of hawaii: LEGENDS & MYTHS OF HAWAII David King of Hawaii
Kalakaua, 1836-18, 2016-08-27 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends and Myths of Hawaii: The fables and
folk-lore of a strange people David King of Hawaii Kalakaua, 2019-11-19 In The Legends and
Myths of Hawaii: The Fables and Folk-Lore of a Strange People, David Kalakaua intricately weaves



an enchanting tapestry of Hawaiian oral traditions, legends, and folklore. His narrative celebrates
the rich cultural heritage of the Hawaiian Islands, employing a lyrical prose style that reflects the
rhythm of ancient Hawaiian chants. The book serves as a crucial exploration of the intersection
between myth and identity, capturing the ethnohistorical context of the late 19th century, a time
when Native Hawaiian culture was at risk of being overshadowed by European influences. David
Kalakaua, often referred to as the Merrie Monarch, was the last reigning king of Hawaii before its
annexation by the United States. His ardent desire to preserve and revitalize Hawaiian culture,
language, and traditions profoundly influenced his writings. Kalakaua, an able communicator and a
patron of the arts, was determined to assert Hawaiian identity during a period of colonization,
making his work a crucial counter-narrative to colonial histories. This book is highly recommended
for readers captivated by mythology, cultural studies, and Hawaiian history. Kalakaua's tales not
only entertain but also educate, offering invaluable insights into a resilient culture. Engaging with
this work enriches one's understanding of Hawaii's unique spiritual landscape and its enduring
legacy. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: -
A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the
central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical
Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough
Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection
questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern
life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. -
Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an
effortless, more informed read.
  legends and myths of hawaii: The Legends And Myths Of Hawaii Kalākaua, 2021-01-08
The legends following are of a group of sunny islands lying almost midway between Asia and
America a cluster of volcanic craters and coral-reefs, where the mountains are mantled in perpetual
green and look down upon valleys of eternal spring; where for two-thirds of the year the trade winds,
sweeping down from the northwest coast of America and softened in their passage southward, dally
with the stately cocoas and spreading palms, and mingle their cooling breath with the ever-living
fragrance of fruit and blossom. Deeply embosomed in the silent wastes of the broad Pacific, with no
habitable land nearer than two thousand miles, these islands greet the eye of the approaching
mariner like a shadowy paradise, suddenly lifted from the blue depths by the malicious spirits of the
world of waters, either to lure him to his destruction or disappear as he drops his anchor by the
enchanted shore.
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