hermaphrodites and the medical
invention of sex

**Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex: Exploring the Intersection
of Biology, Identity, and Medicine**

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex is a topic that unravels a
complex narrative woven through history, science, and culture. It challenges
our traditional understanding of binary sex and invites us to reconsider how
medicine has shaped the way we define and categorize human bodies. The story
of hermaphrodites—individuals born with both male and female biological
traits—and the medical invention of sex highlights not only the biological
diversity of human beings but also the social and medical frameworks that
have sought to control and define that diversity.

Understanding Hermaphroditism: More Than a
Biological Curiosity

The term “hermaphrodite” historically refers to people who possess both
ovarian and testicular tissue, or whose physical sex characteristics do not
fit typical male or female categories. However, the word itself is considered
outdated and often offensive in modern contexts. Today, the preferred term is
“intersex,” which encompasses a range of natural variations in sex
characteristics.

#### What Is Intersex?

Intersex conditions can manifest in various ways—differences in chromosomes,
gonads, hormones, or genitalia. For example, someone might have XY
chromosomes but develop female physical traits, or possess ambiguous
genitalia that resist neat categorization. This biological diversity is a
natural part of human variation, yet it has historically been misunderstood
and medicalized.

The Medical Invention of Sex: How Medicine Shaped
Gender Norms

The concept of sex as a strict binary-male or female—was not always so rigid.
In fact, the “medical invention of sex” refers to how scientific and medical
communities, especially from the 19th century onward, began to classify
bodies into two distinct categories, often erasing or pathologizing those who
did not fit the mold.

#### Medicine’s Role in Defining Sex and Gender



Before modern medicine, many cultures recognized more fluid understandings of
sex and gender. However, as medical science progressed, clinicians sought to
categorize bodies clearly for diagnosis and treatment. This binary
classification became deeply entrenched, influencing not only medical
practice but also social attitudes.

In the early 20th century, medical professionals often performed surgeries on
intersex infants and children to “normalize” their genitalia, aligning them
with male or female categories. These interventions were driven by the belief
that clear sex assignment was necessary for psychological well-being and
social integration. However, many intersex individuals have since spoken out
about the trauma and physical complications resulting from such surgeries.

The Intersection of Biology, Identity, and Medicine

The story of hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex is not just
about biology; it’s also about identity, human rights, and the evolving
understanding of what it means to be male, female, or something beyond.

#### Gender Identity vs. Biological Sex

While biological sex refers to physical characteristics, gender identity is
an individual’s deeply felt sense of being male, female, or another gender.
For many intersex people, their gender identity might not align with the sex
assigned to them at birth, especially if that assignment was medically or
surgically enforced.

Increasingly, medical ethics emphasize the importance of deferring
irreversible decisions until an individual can participate in choices about
their own bodies. This shift acknowledges the diversity of gender identities
and the limitations of a binary sex model.

Historical Perspectives: How Hermaphrodites Were
Viewed Across Cultures

Throughout history, hermaphrodites or intersex individuals have been
perceived in vastly different ways depending on cultural context.

- **Ancient Mythology and Symbolism:** In Greek mythology, the figure of
Hermaphroditus—born from Hermes and Aphrodite—embodied both male and female
traits, symbolizing unity and duality. Such stories often imbued
hermaphrodites with mystical or divine status.

- **Medieval and Early Modern Europe:** Intersex people were often
misunderstood, feared, or marginalized. Medical texts from these periods
sometimes describe attempts to diagnose and “correct” bodies that deviated
from norms.



- **Non-Western Cultures:** Many indigenous societies recognized non-binary
genders and intersex individuals with roles that transcended Western binary
classifications, highlighting the cultural relativity of sex and gender.

Modern Advances and Challenges in Intersex
Healthcare

Today, the healthcare community is gradually embracing more nuanced and
respectful approaches to intersex variations. This includes:

- **Multidisciplinary Care Teams:** Intersex individuals benefit from teams
that include endocrinologists, psychologists, surgeons, and social workers
who collaborate to provide holistic care.

- **Patient-Centered Decision Making:** The focus has shifted to supporting
informed consent, psychological support, and delaying non-essential surgeries
until the individual can participate.

- **Advocacy and Legal Protections:** Intersex activists advocate for bodily
autonomy, non-discrimination, and the right to self-identify, influencing
policy changes around the world.

The Language We Use Matters: Moving Beyond
“Hermaphrodite”

The term “hermaphrodite” carries historical baggage and misconceptions.
Modern discourse prefers “intersex” as a respectful, accurate term that
acknowledges biological diversity without myths or stigma.

Using correct and sensitive language helps reduce discrimination and fosters
understanding. It also challenges the simplistic binary view of sex that has
dominated medical and social frameworks for centuries.

The Broader Implications of the Medical Invention of
Sex

The medical invention of sex has far-reaching implications not only for
intersex individuals but also for society’s understanding of gender and
sexuality. It highlights how scientific knowledge is never neutral but shaped
by cultural and social forces.

#### Rethinking Sex and Gender Beyond Binaries

By examining cases of intersex individuals and the history of sex



classification, we open the door to more inclusive models of gender. This can
help dismantle rigid stereotypes and promote acceptance of diverse
identities.

Tips for Supporting Intersex Individuals and
Promoting Awareness

If you want to be an ally or simply learn more, consider the following:

- **Educate Yourself:** Learn about intersex variations and the history of
medical treatment to understand the challenges faced by intersex people.

- **Use Appropriate Language:** Respect preferred terms such as “intersex”
rather than outdated or offensive ones.

- **Listen to Intersex Voices:** Follow intersex activists and organizations
to hear firsthand accounts and perspectives.

- **Advocate for Rights:** Support policies that protect bodily autonomy and
oppose non-consensual medical interventions.

- **Promote Inclusive Spaces:** Encourage environments—whether in schools,
workplaces, or communities—that respect gender diversity.

The Continuing Journey Toward Understanding and
Respect

The narrative of hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex is still
unfolding. While we have made progress in recognizing and respecting intersex
individuals, many challenges remain—medical, social, and legal. By continuing
to question the binary framework of sex and prioritizing human dignity,
society can move toward a more inclusive future where all bodies and
identities are valued.

Exploring this topic invites us to embrace complexity and diversity,
reminding us that human biology and identity cannot be neatly boxed into

categories. In that space, there is room for empathy, knowledge, and profound
respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical medical perspective on



hermaphrodites and sex assignment?

Historically, medical professionals often viewed hermaphrodites (now more
commonly referred to as intersex individuals) through a binary lens, leading
to early sex assignment surgeries to conform bodies to male or female norms.

How did the medical invention of sex impact intersex
individuals?

The medical invention of sex, particularly through surgical and hormonal
interventions, often forced intersex individuals into male or female

categories, sometimes resulting in psychological trauma and loss of bodily
autonomy.

What role did John Money play in the medical
approach to hermaphrodites?

John Money was a psychologist who advocated for early sex assignment and
gender socialization of intersex children, influencing medical practices that
emphasized rearing intersex individuals strictly as male or female.

How are modern medical practices evolving regarding
intersex individuals and sex assignment?

Modern medicine is increasingly recognizing the importance of delaying
irreversible surgeries, promoting informed consent, and respecting the rights
of intersex individuals to self-identify their gender.

What ethical concerns surround the medical invention
of sex in relation to hermaphrodites?

Ethical concerns include the lack of consent from infants undergoing sex
assignment surgeries, potential physical and psychological harm, and the
imposition of binary gender norms on naturally diverse bodies.

How does the concept of 'sex as a medical invention'
challenge traditional views of gender?

Viewing sex as a medical invention highlights how biological sex categories
are not strictly natural but shaped by cultural, social, and medical
interventions, challenging rigid binary understandings of gender.

Additional Resources

Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex: Exploring the Intersection
of Biology, Medicine, and Identity



hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex represent a complex and often
misunderstood intersection of biology, medicine, and sociocultural
constructs. Historically, the term "hermaphrodite" referred to individuals
born with ambiguous or mixed sexual characteristics—both male and female
anatomical traits. In contemporary discourse, however, the terminology and
understanding have evolved significantly, often replaced with terms such as
"intersex" to recognize the diversity of human sex development without the
pejorative or outdated connotations. The "medical invention of sex"
encapsulates the ways in which medical science has shaped, categorized, and
sometimes imposed binary definitions of sex on bodies that do not fit neatly
into male or female categories. This article delves into the historical,
medical, and social dimensions of hermaphroditism and the medical
construction of sex, highlighting the ongoing challenges and debates in this
field.

Historical Context: From Mythology to Medicine

The concept of hermaphrodites has roots in ancient mythology, where figures
such as Hermaphroditus embodied both male and female traits. These stories
often symbolized unity or duality but rarely reflected an understanding of
biological diversity. In pre-modern medicine, hermaphroditism was viewed with
curiosity and sometimes fear, often considered a medical anomaly or a divine
sign.

It wasn’t until the 19th and early 20th centuries that medical professionals
began systematically studying individuals with ambiguous genitalia or
atypical sexual characteristics. This period marked the beginning of what
some scholars call the "medical invention of sex," wherein sex was
increasingly understood as a binary biological trait that could-and should-be
classified and corrected if ambiguous. Early medical interventions often
aimed to assign a definitive sex to intersex individuals through surgery or
hormonal treatments, reflecting broader societal desires for clear-cut gender
categories.

The Medicalization of Sex and Intersex Bodies

The medical invention of sex refers to the process by which medicine moved
from recognizing a spectrum of sexual development to enforcing a binary
framework. This shift was propelled by advances in endocrinology, genetics,
and surgery, which allowed clinicians to identify chromosomal, hormonal, and
anatomical markers of "male" and "female." However, these scientific tools
also contributed to a rigid binary sex model, often at the expense of
intersex individuals’ autonomy and well-being.



Diagnostic Categories and Terminologies

The terminology surrounding hermaphroditism has evolved to reflect more
precise medical understanding and to reduce stigma. The outdated label
"hermaphrodite" was replaced by "intersex," an umbrella term that encompasses
a wide variety of conditions where an individual’s reproductive or sexual
anatomy does not fit traditional definitions of male or female.

Some common intersex variations include:

e Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome (AIS)
e Congenital Adrenal Hyperplasia (CAH)
e 5-Alpha-Reductase Deficiency

e Mixed Gonadal Dysgenesis

Each condition presents unique challenges for medical classification and
treatment, demonstrating the complexity beyond a simple male-female
dichotomy.

Medical Interventions: Pros and Cons

Historically, medical protocols for intersex infants involved early surgical
interventions to "normalize" genital appearance, often without the informed
consent of the individual. These procedures aimed to align physical
characteristics with assigned gender, typically male or female, based on
social norms rather than individual identity.

While proponents argued that early interventions could prevent psychological
distress and social stigma, growing evidence reveals significant risks and
harms, including:

e Loss of sexual sensation or function

e Psychological trauma and identity conflicts

e Violation of bodily autonomy and human rights concerns

Increasingly, human rights organizations and intersex advocacy groups call
for delaying irreversible surgeries until individuals can participate in
decision-making, emphasizing patient-centered care and respect for bodily



integrity.

Sex as a Social and Medical Construct

The narrative of hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex underscores
a fundamental insight: sex is not solely a biological fact but also a social
and medical construct shaped by cultural norms, scientific paradigms, and
institutional practices.

Biological Diversity vs. Binary Classification

Biological sex exists on a spectrum rather than a strict binary. Variations
in chromosomes, hormones, gonads, and genitalia demonstrate that human sex
characteristics are diverse and multifaceted. Despite this complexity,
medical and legal systems often require categorization into male or female,
leading to challenges for intersex individuals.

This tension between biological diversity and binary classification raises
critical questions about the purposes and consequences of labeling and
medical intervention. The "invention" of sex as a binary concept has been
instrumental for societal organization but also exclusionary for those who do
not conform to these categories.

Impact on Identity and Rights

For many intersex individuals, the medical invention of sex has profound
implications for identity, health, and human rights. The imposition of binary
sex categories can conflict with personal gender identity and lead to
experiences of marginalization or erasure.

Legal recognition of non-binary or intersex identities is emerging in some
jurisdictions, reflecting a growing awareness of sex and gender diversity.
Yet, gaps remain in healthcare policies, legal protections, and social
acceptance.

Moving Forward: Rethinking Medicine and Sex

The evolving understanding of hermaphrodites—now intersex individuals—and the
critical examination of the medical invention of sex point toward a need for
more nuanced, ethical, and inclusive approaches in medicine and society.

e Patient-Centered Care: Prioritizing informed consent and individual



autonomy in medical decisions related to sex characteristics.

e Interdisciplinary Research: Integrating insights from biology, medicine,
sociology, and ethics to better understand sex diversity.

e Policy Reform: Developing legal frameworks that recognize intersex
rights and protect against non-consensual medical interventions.

e Education and Awareness: Promoting societal understanding of sex as a
spectrum to reduce stigma and discrimination.

Contemporary medicine increasingly acknowledges that sex and gender cannot be
neatly boxed into binary categories without overlooking the rich complexity
of human biology and identity. The story of hermaphrodites and the medical
invention of sex remains a vital case study in how science, society, and
individual lives intersect in shaping our concepts of human difference.

Hermaphrodites And The Medical Invention Of Sex

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Hermaphrodites and the Medical
Invention of Sex Alice Domurat Dreger, 2000-03-01 Punctuated with remarkable case studies, this
book explores extraordinary encounters between hermaphrodites and the medical and scientific
professionals who grappled with them in late 19th-century France and England. It takes us inside
the doctors’ chambers to see how and why medical and scientific men constructed sex, gender, and
sexuality.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Hermaphrodites and the Medical
Invention of Sex Alice Domurat Dreger, 2009-07-01 Punctuated with remarkable case studies, this
book explores extraordinary encounters between hermaphrodites--people born with ambiguous
sexual anatomy--and the medical and scientific professionals who grappled with them. Alice Dreger
focuses on events in France and Britain in the late nineteenth century, a moment of great tension for
questions of sex roles. While feminists, homosexuals, and anthropological explorers openly
questioned the natures and purposes of the two sexes, anatomical hermaphrodites suggested a
deeper question: just how many human sexes are there? Ultimately hermaphrodites led doctors and
scientists to another surprisingly difficult question: what is sex, really? Hermaphrodites and the
Medical Invention of Sex takes us inside the doctors' chambers to see how and why medical and
scientific men constructed sex, gender, and sexuality as they did, and especially how the material
conformation of hermaphroditic bodies--when combined with social exigencies--forced peculiar
constructions. Throughout the book Dreger indicates how this history can help us to understand
present-day conceptualizations of sex, gender, and sexuality. This leads to an epilogue, where the
author discusses and questions the protocols employed today in the treatment of intersexuals
(people born hermaphroditic). Given the history she has recounted, should these protocols be
reconsidered and revised? A meticulously researched account of a fascinating problem in the history
of medicine, this book will compel the attention of historians, physicians, medical ethicists,
intersexuals themselves, and anyone interested in the meanings and foundations of sexual identity.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Hermaphrodites and the Medical
Invention of Sex Gary Greenhouse, 2017-07-24 Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/hermaphrodites-and-the-medical-invention-of-sex.pdf

takes us inside the doctors' chambers to see how and why medical and scientific men constructed
sex, gender, and sexuality as they did, and especially how the material conformation of
hermaphroditic bodies--when combined with social exigencies--forced peculiar constructions.
Throughout the book Dreger indicates how this history can help us to understand present-day
conceptualizations of sex, gender, and sexuality. This leads to an epilogue, where the author
discusses and questions the protocols employed today in the treatment of intersexuals (people born
hermaphroditic). Given the history she has recounted, should these protocols be reconsidered and
revised?

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Hermaphrodites and the Medical
Invention of Sex Jude Smith, 2017-07-23 Bisexuals and the Medical Invention of Sex takes us inside
the specialists' chambers to perceive how and why restorative and logical men developed sex, sex,
and sexuality as they did, and particularly how the material compliance of androgynous bodies when
consolidated with social exigencies- - constrained curious developments. All through the book
Dreger shows how this history can help us to comprehend introduce day conceptualizations of sex,
sex, and sexuality. This prompts an epilog, where the creator talks about and questions the
conventions utilized today in the treatment of intersexuals (individuals conceived bisexual). Given
the history she has related, should these conventions be reevaluated and updated.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Gender J. Germon, 2009-12-07 This book
offers a rigorous analysis of the contemporary ideologies of gender and places the work of
controversial sexologist John Money at the center of its analysis, demonstrating the influence of his
ideas of what it means to be a sexed subject.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Bolshevik Sexual Forensics Dan
Healey, 2022-11-15 In an effort to modernize criminal and civil investigations, early Bolsheviks gave
forensic doctors—most of whom had been trained under the tsarist regime—new authority over
issues of sexuality. Revolutionaries believed that forensic medicine could provide scientific and
objective solutions to sexual disorder in the new society. Bolshevik Sexual Forensics explores the
institutional history of Russian and Soviet forensic medicine and examines the effects of its authority
when confronting sexual disorder. Healey compares sex crime investigations from Petrograd and
Sverdlovsk in the 1920s to the numerous publications by forensic doctors and psychiatrists of the
prerevolutionary and early Soviet periods to illustrate the role that these specialists played. In
addition, Healey presents a fascinating look at how doctors diagnosed and treated hermaphroditism,
showing how Soviet physicians revolutionized the standard scientific view in these cases by taking
into account individual desire. This study sheds light on unexplored radical and reactionary forces
that shaped the Bolshevik sexual revolution as lawmakers defined new ways of seeing sexual crime
and disorder. Forensic doctors struggled to interpret the replacement of the age of consent with a
standard of sexual maturity, a designation that made female sexuality a collective resource, not part
of an individual's personality. Innocence, experience, and virginity played a major role in the
expertise doctors furnished in rape and abuse trials. Psychiatrists recoiled from the language of
sexual psychology in their investigations of sex criminals. Yet in the clinic, Soviet physicians probed
the desires of the two-sexed citizen, whose psychology served as the basis for a distinctly modern
approach to the erasure of the hermaphrodite. Healey concludes that the vision of men and women
as equals after a sexual revolution was undermined from the outset of the Soviet experiment. Law
and medicine failed to protect women and girls from violence, and Soviet medicine's physiological
and biological model of sexual citizenship erased the vision of sexual self-expression, especially for
women. This groundbreaking study will appeal to Soviet historians and those interested in gender
studies, sexuality, medicine, and forensics.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Assessing Race, Ethnicity and Gender in
Health Sana Loue, 2006-12-22 This book deals specifically with the historical basis for use of terms
in race, gender, ethnicity, sex and sexual orientation. It brings much needed clarity to the debate by
identifying the ethical issues as well as the technical challenges inherent in measuring these elusive
concepts. The author expands on her work begun in Gender, Ethnicity, and Health Research by



paralleling the evolution of racial and sexual categories with the development of health research. In
addition, the book provides a salient guide to assessment tools currently used in measuring racial
and sexual constructs, identity, and experience.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Hermaphrodite Logic Juliana Gleeson,
2025-06-03 HERMAPHRODITE LOGIC is a bold examination of intersex liberation. Juliana Gleeson
reveals how a movement challenged systemic medical abuses to reshape our understanding of sex.
Blending philosophical insights and personal testimonies, Gleeson argues that intersex people have
been harmed not just for therapeutic reasons but to ease professional and parental anxieties.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Gender, Sex and the Shaping of
Modern Europe Annette F. Timm, Joshua A. Sanborn, 2016-03-10 Through a blend of history and
historiography, Gender, Sex and the Shaping of Modern Europe provides a clear and concise
introduction to gender history in the region. The detailed examples and engaging language make
this a useful overview for students not only of gender history, but also of European history more
widely, as considerations of gender illuminate our understanding of historical change and individual
experience. In six thematic chapters that cover democracy and capitalism, imperialism and war, the
authors explain how gender roles were socially constructed and how they influenced political and
economic developments during the period. This new edition has been thoroughly re-edited and
expanded to take account of ongoing methodological innovation and recent scholarship in the field.
The book also includes a brand new chapter on sexuality in the 21st century and extended material
on: - Scandinavia - The Mediterranean - Alternative Sexualities - Women's history and femininity
Gender, Sex and the Shaping of Modern Europe is a key text for all students of gender history and
the history of modern Europe in general.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: The Hermaphrodite Julia Ward Howe,
2004-12-01 Written in the 1840s and published here for the first time, Julia Ward Howe's novel
about a hermaphrodite is unlike anything of its time--or, in truth, of our own. Narrated by Laurence,
who is raised and lives as a man, is loved by men and women alike, and can respond to neither, this
unconventional story explores the understanding that fervent hearts must borrow the disguise of art,
if they would win the right to express, in any outward form, the internal fire that consumes them.
Laurence describes his repudiation by his family, his involvement with an attractive widow, his
subsequent wanderings and eventual attachment to a sixteen-year-old boy, his own tutelage by a
Roman nobleman and his sisters, and his ultimate reunion with his early love. His is a story unique in
nineteenth-century American letters, at once a remarkable reflection of a largely hidden inner life
and a richly imagined tale of coming of age at odds with one's culture. Howe wrote The
Hermaphrodite when her own marriage was challenged by her husband's affection for another
man--and when prevailing notions regarding a woman's appropriate role in patriarchal structures
threatened Howe's intellectual and emotional survival. The novel allowed Howe, and will now allow
her readers, to occupy a speculative realm otherwise inaccessible in her historical moment.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Meaning and Medicine Hilde
Lindemann Nelson, 1999-07-22 A chief aim of this resource is to rekindle interest in seeing health
care not solely as a set of practices so problematic as to require ethical analysis by philosophers and
other scholars, but as a field whose scrutiny is richly rewarding for the traditional concerns of
philosophy.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Sex Testing Lindsay Pieper, 2016-05-30
In 1968, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) implemented sex testing for female athletes at
that year's Games. When it became clear that testing regimes failed to delineate a sex divide, the
IOC began to test for gender--a shift that allowed the organization to control the very idea of
womanhood. Ranging from Cold War tensions to gender anxiety to controversies around doping,
Lindsay Parks Pieper explores sex testing in sport from the 1930s to the early 2000s. Pieper
examines how the I0OC in particular insisted on a misguided binary notion of gender that privileged
Western norms. Testing evolved into a tool to identify--and eliminate--athletes the I0C deemed too
strong, too fast, or too successful. Pieper shows how this system punished gifted women while



hindering the development of women's athletics for decades. She also reveals how the flawed
notions behind testing--ideas often sexist, racist, or ridiculous--degraded the very idea of female
athleticism.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Doubting sex Geertje Mak, 2013-01-18
An adolescent girl is mocked when she takes a bath with her peers, because her genitals look like
those of a boy. A couple visits a doctor asking to ‘create more space’ in the woman for intercourse. A
doctor finds testicular tissue in a woman with appendicitis, and decides to keep his findings quiet.
These are just a few of the three hundred European case histories of people whose sex was doubted
during the long nineteenth century that Geertje Mak draws upon in her remarkable new book. How
did people deal with such situations? How did they decide to which sex a person should belong? This
groundbreaking analysis of clinical case histories shows how sex changed from an outward
appearance inscribed in a social body to something to be found deep inside body and self. A
fascinating, easy to follow, yet sophisticated argument addressing major issues of the history of
body, sex, and self, this volume will fit advanced undergraduate courses, while challenging
specialists.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: The Kaleidoscope of Gender Joan Z.
Spade, Catherine G. Valentine, 2011 An accessible, timely, and stimulating introduction to the
sociology of gender, The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities, Third Edition,
provides a comprehensive analysis of key ideas, theories, and applications in this field as viewed
through the metaphor of a kaleidoscope. This collection of creative articles by top scholars explains
how the complex, evolving pattern of gender is constructed interpersonally, institutionally, and
culturally and challenges students to question how gender shapes their daily lives. Like the prior
edition, the Third Edition maintains a focus on contemporary contributions to the field while
incorporating classical and theoretical arguments to provide a broad framework. Integrating a
cross-cultural focus and intersectional inquiry, this unique text/reader vividly illustrates that gender
is a malleable continuum of prisms, patterns, and possibilities.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Sex Daniel Orrells, 2015-04-30 Sex is
fundamental to society. We cannot think about politics, power, identity or culture without also
thinking about sexuality. Despite this, the scientific study of sexual behaviour is a relatively recent
phenomenon. Doctors, legal experts and other intellectuals have all pondered challenging questions
in an attempt to stay abreast of the latest sexual research. How might we separate talking about sex
scientifically from discussing and consuming pornography? How do we speak objectively about
desire and pleasure? And how do the words that we use to talk about sex affect what we are able to
say about it? Such questions increasingly inform public discourse across a variety of media. Showing
how ancient words and ideas have left a significant imprint on present-day ideas about sex, Daniel
Orrells offers a bold new narrative of how the scientific study of sexuality came into being.
Uncovering the intriguing story of how the obscene and erotic verse of Roman epigram and love
poetry became the sanitised language of nineteenth-century sexual science, this divertingly readable
book demonstrates how the reception of both Latin and Greek texts was central to the development
of modernmsexology and psychoanalysis. Ranging from Sappho, Catullus and Martial to Michel
Foucault, Richard von Krafft-Ebing and Sigmund Freud, the author reveals just how profoundly
classics has shaped the landscape of sexual identity that we inhabit today.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Reclaiming Two-Spirits Gregory
Smithers, 2022-04-26 Winner of the 2023 Prose Award in Cultural Anthropology and
SociologyFinalist for the 2023 Publishing Triangle Randy Shilts Award for Gay Nonfiction A
sweeping history of Indigenous traditions of gender, sexuality, and resistance that reveals how,
despite centuries of colonialism, Two-Spirit people are reclaiming their place in Native nations.
Reclaiming Two-Spirits decolonizes the history of gender and sexuality in Native North America. It
honors the generations of Indigenous people who had the foresight to take essential aspects of their
cultural life and spiritual beliefs underground in order to save them. Before 1492, hundreds of
Indigenous communities across North America included people who identified as neither male nor



female, but both. They went by aakii’skassi, miati, okitcitakwe or one of hundreds of other tribally
specific identities. After European colonizers invaded Indian Country, centuries of violence and
systematic persecution followed, imperiling the existence of people who today call themselves
Two-Spirits, an umbrella term denoting feminine and masculine qualities in one person. Drawing on
written sources, archaeological evidence, art, and oral storytelling, Reclaiming Two-Spirits spans the
centuries from Spanish invasion to the present, tracing massacres and inquisitions and revealing
how the authors of colonialism’s written archives used language to both denigrate and erase
Two-Spirit people from history. But as Gregory Smithers shows, the colonizers failed—and
Indigenous resistance is core to this story. Reclaiming Two-Spirits amplifies their voices,
reconnecting their history to Native nations in the 21st century.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Serving LGBTIQ Library and Archives
Users Ellen Greenblatt, 2014-01-10 Building upon the legacy of Gay and Lesbian Library Service
(1990, invaluable--Library Journal; recommended--Booklist), this current anthology brings the
discussion into a 21st century context by broadening the community base served and by examining
the role of the Internet and Web 2.0 in libraries and archives. Many chapters include personal
accounts of individuals' experiences to illustrate the importance of library services to lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, intersex, and queer/questioning users. Specific topics include: library services
provided to LGBTIQ youth; collection assessment and the process of gauging user satisfaction; the
classification of LGBTIQ resources in the Dewey Decimal Classification system; attempts to restrict
access to LGBTIQ resources through challenges, censorship, and Internet filtering; and workplace
concerns of LGBTIQ library workers. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may
request an examination copy here.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: The Routledge History of Sex and the
Body Sarah Toulalan, Kate Fisher, 2013 The Routledge History of Sex and the Body provides an
overview of the main themes surrounding the history of sexuality from 1500 to the present day. The
history of sex and the body is an expanding field in which vibrant debate on, for instance, the history
of homosexuality, is developing. This book examines the current scholarship and looks towards
future directions across the field. The volume is divided into fourteen thematic chapters, which are
split into two chronological sections 1500 - 1750 and 1750 to present day. Focusing on the history of
sexuality and the body in the West but also interactions with a broader globe, these thematic
chapters survey the major areas of debate and discussion. Covering themes such as science, identity,
the gaze, courtship, reproduction, sexual violence and the importance of race, the volume offers a
comprehensive view of the history of sex and the body. The book concludes with an afterword in
which the reader is invited to consider some of the 'tensions, problems and areas deserving further
scrutiny'. Including contributors renowned in their field of expertise, this ground-breaking collection
is essential reading for all those interested in the history of sexuality and the body.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Intersex Morgan Holmes, 2008
Introduction: intersex/uality is trouble -- Making meaning: representations and misrepresentations --
Representations and misrepresentations -- Bodies, knowledge, and identity -- Rethinking the
meaning and management of intersexuality.

hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex: Medicalizing Difference Stephanie M.
Hilger, 2024-11-14 Exploring 18th-century medicine's construction of individuals with non-standard
sexual anatomy as “hermaphrodites”, this book focuses on the genre of the case history from three
different languages and national contexts-British, French, and German. Medicalizing Difference
examines case studies written about Anne Grandjean, Michel Anne Drouart, Maria Dorothea Derrier,
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one momentous epistemological shift in the eighteenth-century: an increasing focus on empiricism
and the related professionalization of medicine, the expanding market for popular scientific
literature, changing notions about generation and reproduction, and the exploration of foreign
territories. This book reads these case histories against the grain and historicizes 18th-century



medicine's construction of the category of the “hermaphrodite”, demonstrating that, rather than
describing a fact, these histories created their subject of study
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