
good old boy willie morris
Good Old Boy Willie Morris: A Literary Journey Through the American South

good old boy willie morris is a name that resonates deeply with enthusiasts of Southern literature
and American cultural history. Known for his evocative storytelling and vivid portrayal of the American
South, Morris’s work captures the essence of a region steeped in tradition, complexity, and
transformation. To explore his life and legacy is to embark on a journey through the heart of Southern
identity, seen through the eyes of one of its most eloquent narrators.

The Life and Times of Good Old Boy Willie Morris

Willie Morris was born in 1934 in Jackson, Mississippi, a city that would prominently feature in his
writings. Growing up in the Deep South during a time of significant social change, Morris absorbed the
cultural nuances and tensions that would later permeate his work. He attended the University of
Texas at Austin, where his writing skills flourished, and later became the youngest editor of Harper’s
Magazine, a prestigious position that marked his influence on American letters.

His upbringing as a “good old boy” — a term affectionately used to describe Southern men with
traditional values and a strong sense of community — shaped his perspective on the South’s
complexities. Morris navigated the contradictions of his heritage with a blend of affection, critique,
and nostalgia, offering readers an insider’s view that was both personal and universal.

Exploring Willie Morris’s Literary Contributions

Willie Morris’s body of work spans novels, memoirs, and essays, each reflecting different facets of
Southern life. Among his most celebrated books is *Good Old Boy: A Delta Boyhood*, which is often
considered a cornerstone for understanding his worldview and literary style.

Good Old Boy: A Delta Boyhood

In *Good Old Boy: A Delta Boyhood*, Morris recounts his childhood in Yazoo City, Mississippi, painting
a rich portrait of small-town Southern life. The memoir is an intimate reflection on family, friendship,
and the rhythms of rural America during the 1940s. It’s a deeply personal narrative that also serves
as a social document, capturing the innocence and contradictions of the South before the Civil Rights
Movement reshaped the region.

Through vivid descriptions and engaging storytelling, Morris brings to life the people, landscapes, and
cultural practices that defined his youth. The book is not just a nostalgic trip down memory lane; it’s
an exploration of identity and belonging that resonates with readers far beyond the Southern states.



Other Notable Works

Beyond *Good Old Boy*, Morris’s novels such as *My Dog Skip* and *The Last Southern Gentlemen*
further explore themes of loyalty, change, and tradition. *My Dog Skip*, in particular, has become
iconic, loved for its heartfelt portrayal of childhood and companionship.

His essays and editorial work often tackled social issues, capturing the evolving dynamics of the
South during the mid-20th century. Morris’s voice was one of both celebration and critique,
emphasizing the importance of understanding Southern culture in all its complexity.

The Significance of Willie Morris in Southern Literature

Willie Morris occupies a unique place in the canon of Southern literature. Unlike some contemporaries
who portrayed the South through a lens of harsh criticism or romantic idealism, Morris struck a
balance that highlighted both the charm and the challenges of his homeland.

A Bridge Between Tradition and Change

One of the defining aspects of Morris’s work is his ability to serve as a bridge between the traditional
“good old boy” culture and the progressive social changes that swept through the South during his
lifetime. His writings acknowledge the deep-rooted values and customs of the region while also
confronting the realities of racial segregation, economic hardship, and modernization.

This duality makes his work particularly valuable for readers seeking to understand the South not as a
monolithic entity but as a landscape of ongoing negotiation between past and present.

Influence on Future Generations

Morris’s storytelling has inspired countless writers who seek to capture regional authenticity without
resorting to stereotypes. His nuanced portrayal of Southern characters and settings has set a
standard for literary realism infused with warmth and empathy.

Moreover, his editorial leadership at Harper’s Magazine brought Southern voices into broader national
conversations, helping to diversify the literary scene and expand the understanding of American
culture.

Lessons from Good Old Boy Willie Morris’s Legacy

Reflecting on the life and work of good old boy Willie Morris offers several valuable insights, both for
readers and aspiring writers.



Embracing Complexity in Storytelling

Morris’s approach teaches us that authentic storytelling embraces complexity rather than simplifying
reality. His narratives reveal that cultural identity is multifaceted, shaped by history, personal
experience, and societal change. This serves as a reminder to writers and readers alike to appreciate
the shades of gray in any community or individual story.

The Power of Place in Writing

Another takeaway from Morris’s work is the profound influence of place. His vivid depictions of
Mississippi and Texas do more than set the scene—they become characters in their own right. For
writers, this underscores the importance of grounding stories in tangible settings that evoke emotion
and context.

Balancing Nostalgia and Critique

Morris’s ability to balance affectionate nostalgia with critical insight offers a model for engaging with
one’s heritage honestly. This balance invites readers to love their roots while also acknowledging
areas that need growth and change, fostering a more honest and productive dialogue about culture
and history.

Where to Start with Good Old Boy Willie Morris’s Work

For those new to Willie Morris, beginning with *Good Old Boy: A Delta Boyhood* is an excellent choice.
This memoir provides a heartfelt introduction to his voice and worldview. Following that, diving into
*My Dog Skip* offers a touching narrative that appeals to both young and mature audiences.

Exploring his essays and editorial work can deepen understanding of the social and political
environment that shaped his writing. Many of his books remain in print and are celebrated in Southern
literary circles, making them accessible to contemporary readers.

---

Willie Morris remains a treasured figure in American letters, embodying the spirit of a good old boy
who used his pen to capture the soul of the South. His stories continue to invite us into a world that is
at once familiar and complex, urging us to listen, reflect, and appreciate the rich tapestry of Southern
life.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Willie Morris, the author of 'Good Old Boy'?
Willie Morris was an American writer and editor known for his memoirs and Southern-themed books,
including 'Good Old Boy,' which reflects on his childhood and Southern heritage.

What is the main theme of Willie Morris's book 'Good Old
Boy'?
'Good Old Boy' explores themes of Southern identity, childhood memories, tradition, and the
complexities of growing up in the American South.

When was 'Good Old Boy' by Willie Morris published?
'Good Old Boy' was published in 1982 and is one of Willie Morris's most celebrated memoirs.

How does Willie Morris portray the American South in 'Good
Old Boy'?
Willie Morris portrays the American South with nostalgia and affection, while also acknowledging its
flaws and challenges during his youth.

What impact did 'Good Old Boy' have on Southern literature?
'Good Old Boy' is considered a significant work in Southern literature for its authentic and heartfelt
depiction of Southern life and culture.

Did Willie Morris write other notable books besides 'Good Old
Boy'?
Yes, Willie Morris wrote several other notable books, including 'My Dog Skip,' 'North Toward Home,'
and 'The Courting of Marcus Dupree.'

What is the writing style of Willie Morris in 'Good Old Boy'?
Willie Morris's writing style in 'Good Old Boy' is lyrical, reflective, and rich with vivid descriptions and
personal anecdotes.

Is 'Good Old Boy' a fictional novel or a memoir?
'Good Old Boy' is a memoir, recounting Willie Morris's own childhood experiences growing up in the
South.

How does Willie Morris address social issues in 'Good Old
Boy'?
While primarily nostalgic, 'Good Old Boy' also touches on social issues such as race relations and
economic hardships in the South during Morris's youth.



Where can readers find 'Good Old Boy' by Willie Morris?
'Good Old Boy' is available in most bookstores, libraries, and online platforms like Amazon and
Goodreads for purchase or borrowing.

Additional Resources
Good Old Boy Willie Morris: A Deep Dive into the Life and Legacy of a Southern Literary Icon

good old boy willie morris stands as a compelling figure in American literature, particularly within
the Southern literary tradition. Known for his evocative memoirs, insightful essays, and novels that
capture the complexities of Southern identity, Morris’s work offers a nuanced exploration of culture,
race, and change in the American South. His literary voice resonates with authenticity, shaped by his
upbringing in Yazoo City, Mississippi, and his lifelong engagement with the socio-political dynamics of
the region. This article delves into the life, career, and enduring influence of Willie Morris, providing
an analytical overview of his contributions to literature and his role as a chronicler of the South.

The Formative Years: Early Life and Influences

Willie Morris was born in 1934 in Yazoo City, Mississippi, a small town emblematic of the Deep South
with its rich but troubled history. The cultural milieu of his youth—marked by racial segregation,
economic hardship, and a strong sense of tradition—deeply informed his later writings. Morris’s
upbringing as a “good old boy” in the South provided him with an intimate perspective on the social
fabric of the region, enabling him to portray its contradictions with both affection and critical insight.

His early education and voracious reading habits fueled a passion for storytelling. Morris attended the
University of Texas at Austin, where he honed his literary skills and began publishing essays and short
stories. This period was crucial in shaping his voice, blending Southern charm with intellectual rigor.

Willie Morris’s Literary Contributions

Morris’s literary output is diverse, ranging from memoirs and essays to novels and magazine editing.
His works often reflect a deep engagement with themes of identity, nostalgia, and social justice.

Memoirs and Autobiographical Works

One of the most celebrated aspects of Morris’s oeuvre is his memoirs, particularly *My Dog Skip*
(1995) and *Good Old Boy: A Delta Boyhood* (1981). These writings offer readers an intimate glimpse
into his childhood and adolescence, portraying the South through the eyes of a young boy coming of
age during a period of great change.

In *Good Old Boy*, Morris captures the innocence and complexities of Southern life, blending personal
anecdotes with broader cultural observations. His nostalgic yet critical tone allows readers to



appreciate the nuances of Southern heritage without glossing over its darker aspects, such as racial
tensions and social inequalities.

Editorial Leadership at Harper’s Magazine

Beyond his writing, Morris made significant contributions to American letters through his editorial
work. As editor-in-chief of *Harper’s Magazine* from 1967 to 1971, he played a pivotal role in shaping
the magazine’s voice during a turbulent era marked by civil rights struggles and the Vietnam War.

Under Morris’s stewardship, *Harper’s* expanded its focus on social issues, championed emerging
voices, and maintained a commitment to literary excellence. His editorial vision reflected his belief in
the power of literature and journalism to influence public discourse and foster understanding.

Novels and Fiction

Morris’s fiction, though less widely known than his memoirs, further demonstrates his literary
versatility. Works like *North Toward Home* (1967) and *The Courting of Marcus Dupree* (1984)
explore themes of ambition, social change, and the complexities of Southern identity. His storytelling
often weaves humor with pathos, creating vivid characters who embody the contradictions of their
environment.

Thematic Exploration in Morris’s Work

The recurring themes in Willie Morris’s writing reveal much about both the man and the milieu he
sought to depict.

Southern Identity and Nostalgia

Morris’s portrayal of the South resists simplistic categorization. He captures the region’s warmth,
hospitality, and deep-rooted traditions while also confronting its history of racial injustice and
resistance to change. His nostalgic reflections are tempered by a critical awareness, avoiding
idealization in favor of a balanced perspective that acknowledges complexity.

Race and Social Justice

Operating as a “good old boy” with a progressive outlook, Morris did not shy away from addressing
racial issues. His work often highlights the challenges and contradictions of race relations in the
South, advocating for empathy and understanding. This nuanced approach distinguishes him from
contemporaries who either romanticized or condemned Southern culture outright.



Change and Modernization

Morris’s writings frequently grapple with the tension between tradition and progress. He documents
the South’s gradual transformation amid economic shifts and evolving social attitudes, capturing the
ambivalence of those caught between old ways and new realities.

Legacy and Impact

Willie Morris’s influence extends beyond his literary output. As a cultural commentator and editor, he
played a formative role in shaping how the South was represented in American literature and
journalism during the mid-20th century. His work paved the way for later Southern writers who sought
to explore the region’s complexities without resorting to stereotypes.

Comparisons with Contemporary Southern Writers

When compared to peers like William Faulkner or Eudora Welty, Morris’s style is often more accessible
and conversational, blending memoir with reportage. Unlike Faulkner’s often dense and symbolic
prose, Morris’s writing is characterized by clarity and directness, making his insights approachable to
a broader audience.

Critiques and Controversies

While widely praised, Morris’s work has not been without critique. Some scholars argue that his “good
old boy” persona sometimes leads to an overly sentimental view of the South. Others point out that
his progressive stance occasionally clashes with his nostalgic tone, creating tension in his narratives.
Nonetheless, these debates underscore the richness and complexity of his contributions.

Key Works and Recommended Reading

For those interested in exploring the life and work of good old boy Willie Morris, the following titles
provide essential insights:

Good Old Boy: A Delta Boyhood – A memoir reflecting on Morris’s childhood and the cultural
landscape of the Mississippi Delta.

My Dog Skip – A warm, evocative memoir about friendship and growing up in the South.

North Toward Home – A novel exploring themes of ambition and identity.

The Courting of Marcus Dupree – A nonfiction work examining the life of a famed Southern
football player.



These works collectively showcase Morris’s narrative range and his enduring fascination with the
South’s evolving identity.

---

Willie Morris’s legacy as a “good old boy” and literary figure is marked by his capacity to articulate
the contradictions, beauty, and struggles of the American South with honesty and depth. His writings
continue to resonate with readers seeking to understand the region’s past and present, making him a
vital voice in the canon of Southern literature.

Good Old Boy Willie Morris

  good old boy willie morris: Good Old Boy Willie Morris, 1980 GOOD OLD BOY: A DELTA
BOYHOOD is a novel for young readers about a boy's adventures growing up in post-WWII
Mississippi. Author Willie Morris, then editor of Harper's Magazine in New York, wrote GOOD OLD
BOY when his son David, age ten, asked, What was it like to grow up in Mississippi? Morris's
response turned into a timeless story of growing up in Yazoo City, Mississippi, in the early 1950s,
roaming the town with his friends and playing practical jokes and having adventures. GOOD OLD
BOY is recommended for sixth through ninth grade.
  good old boy willie morris: Conversations with Willie Morris Willie Morris, 2000 In this first
collection of interviews and profiles devoted to author Willie Morris, Bales compiles 25 fascinating
and incisive conversations (some never before published) with a man who confronted the turbulent
issues of his generation.
  good old boy willie morris: Willie Morris Jack Bales, 2015-06-14 William Weaks Morris was a
writer defined in large measure by his Southern roots. A seventh generation Mississippian, he grew
up in Yazoo City frequently reminded of his heritage. Spending his college years at the University of
Texas and at Oxford University in England gave Morris a taste of the world and, at the very least,
something to write home about. This volume is a comprehensive reference work dealing with Willie
Morris' life and works. It is also a literary biography based on hundreds of primary sources such as
letters, newspaper articles and interviews. The principal focus is on Morris' literary legacy, which
includes works such as North Toward Home, New York Days and My Dog Skip.
  good old boy willie morris: Mississippi Writers Dorothy Abbott, 1985 Fiction recounting the
experience of growing up in the Deep South
  good old boy willie morris: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Nancy Bercaw, Ted
Ownby, 2014-02-01 This volume of The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture reflects the dramatic
increase in research on the topic of gender over the past thirty years, revealing that even the most
familiar subjects take on new significance when viewed through the lens of gender. The wide range
of entries explores how people have experienced, understood, and used concepts of womanhood and
manhood in all sorts of obvious and subtle ways. The volume features 113 articles, 65 of which are
entirely new for this edition. Thematic articles address subjects such as sexuality, respectability, and
paternalism and investigate the role of gender in broader subjects, including the civil rights
movement, country music, and sports. Topical entries highlight individuals such as Oprah Winfrey,
the Grimke sisters, and Dale Earnhardt, as well as historical events such as the capture of Jefferson
Davis in a woman's dress, the Supreme Court's decision in Loving v. Virginia, and the Memphis
sanitation workers' strike, with its slogan, I AM A MAN. Bringing together scholarship on gender
and the body, sexuality, labor, race, and politics, this volume offers new ways to view big questions
in southern history and culture.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/good-old-boy-willie-morris.pdf


  good old boy willie morris: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Charles Reagan
Wilson, 2014-02-01 This volume of The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture addresses the
cultural, social, and intellectual terrain of myth, manners, and historical memory in the American
South. Evaluating how a distinct southern identity has been created, recreated, and performed
through memories that blur the line between fact and fiction, this volume paints a broad, multihued
picture of the region seen through the lenses of belief and cultural practice. The 95 entries here
represent a substantial revision and expansion of the material on historical memory and manners in
the original edition. They address such matters as myths and memories surrounding the Old South
and the Civil War; stereotypes and traditions related to the body, sexuality, gender, and family (such
as debutante balls and beauty pageants); institutions and places associated with historical memory
(such as cemeteries, monuments, and museums); and specific subjects and objects of myths,
including the Confederate flag and Graceland. Together, they offer a compelling portrait of the
“southern way of life” as it has been imagined, lived, and contested.
  good old boy willie morris: Willie Teresa Nicholas, 2016-03-10 In 2000, readers voted Willie
Morris (1934-1999) Mississippi's favorite nonfiction author of the millennium. After conducting over
fifty interviews and combing through over eighty boxes of papers in the archives at the University of
Mississippi, many of which had never been seen before by researchers, Teresa Nicholas provides
new perspectives on a Mississippi writer and editor who changed journalism and redefined what
being southern could mean. More than fifty photographs--some published here for the first time,
including several by renowned photographer David Rae Morris, Willie's son--enhance the
exploration. From an early age, Willie demonstrated a talent for words. At the University of Texas at
Austin, he became a controversial editor of the Daily Texan. He later studied history as a Rhodes
Scholar in Oxford, England, but by 1960 he was back in Austin, working as editor for the highly
regarded Texas Observer. In 1967 Willie became the youngest editor of the nation's oldest
magazine, Harper's. His autobiography, North Toward Home, achieved critical as well as artistic
success, and it would continue to inspire legions of readers for decades to come. In the final tally, he
published hundreds of newspaper and magazine articles, along with twenty-three books. His work
covered the gamut from fiction to nonfiction, for both adults and children, often touching on the
personal as well as the historical and the topical, and always presented in his lyrical prose. In 1980,
he returned to his home state as writer-in-residence at the University of Mississippi. In 1990, he
married his editor at the University Press of Mississippi, JoAnne Prichard, and they made a home in
Jackson. With his broad knowledge of history, his sensitivity, and his bone-deep understanding of the
South, he became a celebrated spokesman for and interpreter of the place he loved.
  good old boy willie morris: Perspectives on the American South Merle Black, John Shelton
Reed, 2021-11-10 First Published in 1981. In Perspectives on the American South we hope to gather,
yearly, essays that deal with the society, politics, and culture of the region. This first book in the
series contains 27 articles, representing the work of some 30 scholars, and including the disciplines
of history, sociology, anthropology, political science, and geography. The papers have been
organized around four broad topics: violence in the region, southern politics, comparative studies of
the region, and the South’s ethnic and cultural groups.
  good old boy willie morris: Yazoo John E. Ellzey, 2014 With a diverse past, from Native
American tribes to the first European explorers and settlers to the present day, Yazoo has always
been intriguing. French explorers first named the river that flows through the area the River of the
Yazous after the Yazoo Indian tribe, and the county and city were later named for the river. Yazoo
County, established in 1823, is the largest county in Mississippi, situated in the west-central part of
the state in the fertile valley formed by the Mississippi and Yazoo Rivers. After its organization,
Yazoo County was rapidly settled by pioneers from other parts of Mississippi and from the Carolinas,
Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, and Tennessee.
  good old boy willie morris: In Faulkner's Shadow Lawrence Wells, 2020-08-10 What
happens when you marry into a family that includes a Nobel Prize winner who is arguably the finest
American writer of the twentieth century? Lawrence Wells, author of In Faulkner’s Shadow: A



Memoir, fills this lively tale with stories that answer just that. In 1972, Wells married Dean Faulkner,
the only niece of William Faulkner, and slowly found himself lost in the Faulkner mystique. While
attempting to rebel against the overwhelming influence of his in-laws, Wells had a front-row seat to
the various rivalries that sprouted between his wife and the members of her family, each of whom
dealt in different ways with the challenges and expectations of carrying on a literary tradition.
Beyond the family stories, Wells recounts the blossoming of a literary renaissance in Oxford,
Mississippi, after William Faulkner’s death. Both the town of Oxford and the larger literary world
were at a loss as to who would be Faulkner’s successor. During these uncertain times, Wells and his
wife established Yoknapatawpha Press and the quarterly literary journal the Faulkner Newsletter
and Yoknapatawpha Review. In his dual role as publisher and author, Wells encountered and
befriended Larry Brown, Barry Hannah, Willie Morris, and many other writers. He became both
participant and observer to the deeds and misdeeds of a rowdy collection of talented authors living
in Faulkner’s shadow. Full of personal insights, this memoir features unforgettable characters and
exciting behind-the-scene moments that reveal much about modern American letters and the
southern literary tradition. It is also a love story about a courtship and marriage, and an ode to Dean
Faulkner Wells and her family.
  good old boy willie morris: The Read-Aloud Handbook Jim Trelease, 2006-07-25 A New
York Times and million copy bestseller, the classic handbook on reading aloud to children—revised
and updated Recommended by “Dear Abby”, The New York Times and The Washington Post, for
three decades, millions of parents and educators have turned to Jim Trelease's beloved classic to
help countless children become avid readers through awakening their imaginations and improving
their language skills. Now this new edition of The Read-Aloud Handbook imparts the benefits,
rewards, and importance of reading aloud to children of a new generation. Supported by delightful
anecdotes as well as the latest research, The Read-Aloud Handbook offers proven techniques and
strategies—and the reasoning behind them—for helping children discover the pleasures of reading
and setting them on the road to becoming lifelong readers.
  good old boy willie morris: The Mama Chronicles Teresa Nicholas, 2021-09-16 Winner of
the 2022 Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters Award for Life Writing Growing up in the Delta
town of Yazoo City, Mississippi, Teresa Nicholas believed that she and her country-born and -bred
mother weren’t close. She knew little of her mother’s early life as a sharecropper during the Great
Depression, but whenever she brought up the subject, her taciturn mother would snap, “You ask too
many questions, young’un.” Nicholas left Mississippi to attend college, then settled in New York to
work in the hard-driving world of commercial book publishing. Twenty-five years later, eager for a
change, she and her husband decided to shift careers to writing, trading their home in the New York
suburbs for a casita in the Mexican Highlands. But as her mother’s health deteriorated, Nicholas
found herself spending more time in the small town she thought she had left behind. Over long
afternoons in front of Turner Classic Movies, she grew closer to her mother, coaxing stories from her
about her hardscrabble past—until a major stroke threatened to silence her mother's newfound
voice. Torn between her new home in Mexico and her old home in Mississippi, Nicholas struggled to
find her place in the world. She discovered that the past isn’t always the way we remember it, and as
the years ticked by, that she and her mother could grow closer still. The Mama Chronicles: A
Memoir is a funny and poignant account of a mother-daughter relationship and, ultimately, a
meditation on acceptance and what it means to call a place home.
  good old boy willie morris: It Happened in Mississippi Marlo Carter Kirkpatrick,
2013-10-01 It Happened in Mississippi takes readers on a rollicking, behind-the-scenes look at some
of the characters and episodes from the Magnolia State's storied past. Including both famous tales,
and famous names--and little-known heroes, heroines, and happenings.
  good old boy willie morris: Mississippi Secrets Dr. Gary D. McDowell, Ruth A. McDowell,
2007-06-19 Delve into the fascinating history of one of the South's greatest states with Mississippi
Secrets: Facts, Legends, and Folklore. Authors Dr. Gary D. and Ruth A. McDowell offer an intriguing
collection of little-known events in Mississippi's history. Written in short, easy-to-read vignettes,



these tales uncover some of the state's most fascinating figures and legends from how the Choctaws
and Chickasaws settled the land to a UFO encounter in Pascagoula. You'll also read about famous
Mississippians, the American Civil War, the 1960s Civil Rights movement, living in Mississippi after
Hurricane Katrina, and other captivating tales that include: The U.S. president who stole another
man's wife, brought her to Mississippi, and married her before she was divorced The pirate who
helped win the Battle of New Orleans and then retired to Bay St. Louis The national hero who killed
a man in a knife fight in Natchez The blues singer who sold his soul to the devil in Clarksdale in
return for his talent An interview with James Meredith Whether you're a native of Mississippi or
simply curious, Mississippi Secrets will capture your imagination with what the history books never
tell you!
  good old boy willie morris: Read All about It! Jim Trelease, 1993-08-01 A treasury of fifty
sensational read-aloud pieces for young adults. From Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass to
Maniac Magee, sci-fi to op-ed, “Casey at the Bat” to a moving true story about the reunion of two
Holocaust survivors, this wonderfully diverse collection of excerpts from newspapers, magazines,
and books has been created by Jim Trelease especially to turn young people on to the many
pleasures of reading. Here are thought-provoking columns from Mike Royko and Pete Hamill;
excerpts from classics like To Kill a Mockingbird and “Rikki-tikki-tavi”; autobiographical sketches by
Maya Angelou, Moss Hart, and others, highlighting the importance of reading in their lives; and
much more. With selections representing many different cultures, genres, writing styles, and
interests, Read All About It! is a wonderful introduction to the riches of literature and to a lifetime of
reading.
  good old boy willie morris: The Southern Press Douglas O. Cumming, 2009 The Southern
journalist was more likely to be a Romantic and an intellectual. The region's journalism was
personal, colorful, and steeped in the classics. This title suggests that the South's journalism struck
a literary pose closer to the older English press than to the democratic penny press or bourgeois
magazines of the urban North.
  good old boy willie morris: Good Old Boy and the Witch of Yazoo Willie Morris, 1998-09
  good old boy willie morris: The Arts on Television, 1976-1990 Rebecca Krafft, 1991
  good old boy willie morris: Guide to the South's Quirkiest Roadside Attractions, A Kelly Kazek,
2022-10 If you're in Nashville or Austin or Mobile and you have the urge to see something strange,
connoisseur of the offbeat Kelly Kazek has you covered. Cruise the South, from Louisville's
enormous collection of the world's largest things to Miami's Burger Museum to Odessa's Stonehenge
replica. If you're around Hot Springs, Arkansas, you might want to bop into the Alligator Farm and
Petting Zoo to see where Babe Ruth's first five-hundred-foot homer came crashing down. And if
you're looking to make contact with the unusual, why not visit the UFO Welcome Center in Bowman,
South Carolina? Wherever you are in the South, there's something strange or stupendous nearby,
and this catalogue of noteworthy curiosities and significant landmarks makes sure you don't miss a
thing.
  good old boy willie morris: Touring Literary Mississippi Patti Carr Black, Marion Garrard
Barnwell, 2014-07-18 By taking the literary traveler on seven preplanned tours—through the Delta,
along Highway 61, to the heart of Faulkner’s Yoknapatawpha country, to sites near Interstate 55 and
the Natchez Trace, to the piney woods of East and South Mississippi, and along the sun-struck Gulf
Coast—this book captures the phenomenal abundance and diversity of Mississippi literature. More
than a guidebook, this book includes capsule biographies and well over a hundred photographs of
writers, their residences, and their literary environments. It also provides maps and gives explicit
directions to writers’ homes and other literary sites. The sheer number of writers discovered,
recovered, and claimed by Mississippi will astonish travelers both from within and from without the
state. Included are not only such major figures in the pantheon of American literature as William
Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Tennessee Williams, and Richard Wright but also the less well-known.
Every nook and cranny of the state claims a piece of Mississippi’s literary heritage. Literature
pervades Yazoo City, Jackson, Greenville, Oxford, Natchez, the Gulf Coast, and the Delta Blues



country. Willie Morris, Richard Ford, and Beverly Lowry have declared that a famous writer’s
presence in their hometowns convinced them that they too could be writers. As the locations bring
to life the connection of ordinary rituals with the stuff of fiction, poetry, and memoir, these hands-on
tours make evident the special cross-pollination of writer and community in Mississippi.
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