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Crown Hall Illinois Institute of Technology: A Masterpiece of Modern
Architecture

crown hall illinois institute of technology stands as a beacon of modernist
architectural brilliance and innovative educational design. Nestled on the
campus of the Illinois Institute of Technology (IIT) in Chicago, this iconic
building is more than just a physical structure; it represents a philosophy
of openness, creativity, and functionality that has inspired architects,
students, and educators alike for decades. Whether you are an architecture
enthusiast, a student considering IIT, or simply curious about architectural
landmarks, understanding Crown Hall offers fascinating insights into mid-
century design, the legacy of Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, and the evolving role
of academic spaces.

The Architectural Significance of Crown Hall

Crown Hall is widely regarded as one of the masterpieces of 20th-century
architecture. Designed by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, one of the leading
figures of modernist architecture, the building embodies his signature
minimalist style and his famous principle of "less is more." Completed in
1956, Crown Hall serves as the home for IIT’'s College of Architecture and
stands as a tangible representation of Mies' vision for an open, flexible
learning environment.

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe’s Vision

Mies van der Rohe’s design philosophy emphasized clarity, simplicity, and the
honest expression of structure. At Crown Hall, this is evident in the
building’s open-plan interior, free from internal columns, which was a
revolutionary concept at the time. The entire 220-by-240-foot space is a
vast, uninterrupted volume, achieved by suspending the roof from four steel
girders supported by eight steel columns on the building’s perimeter. This
innovative structural approach allows for maximum flexibility within the
interior, fostering collaborative learning and creative exploration.

Modernism and Minimalism 1in Action

The exterior of Crown Hall is as striking as its interior. The building’s
glass and steel facade creates a transparent envelope, literally opening up
the space to the surrounding campus and cityscape. The use of glass walls



invites natural light to flood the interior, blurring the boundaries between
inside and outside. This transparency not only symbolizes openness in
architectural design but also metaphorically reflects the openness of
academic inquiry and innovation encouraged within.

Crown Hall’s Role in Education at Illinois
Institute of Technology

Beyond its architectural allure, Crown Hall plays a vital role in shaping the
educational experience at IIT. Housing the College of Architecture, it
provides students and faculty with an environment tailor-made for
architectural education, design studios, lectures, and collaborative
projects.

Flexible Learning Spaces

One of the standout features of Crown Hall is its adaptability. The vast,
column-free interior allows for multiple configurations, accommodating large
studio classes, exhibitions, and events. This flexibility supports a dynamic
learning atmosphere where students can move freely between individual work,
group collaboration, and presentations, mirroring professional architectural
practice.

Inspiration from the Environment

The openness and transparency of Crown Hall inspire creativity by fostering a
strong connection to the outside world. Students benefit from panoramic views
of the Chicago skyline and the IIT campus, which serve as constant sources of
inspiration and context for their design work. The building itself acts as a
teaching tool, demonstrating principles of structure, materiality, and
spatial organization that students encounter in their studies.

Preservation and Renovation Efforts

Given its architectural importance, Crown Hall has been the focus of
meticulous preservation efforts to maintain its original integrity while
updating its facilities for modern use. In the early 2000s, a comprehensive
renovation project restored Crown Hall to its former glory, addressing
structural, mechanical, and accessibility improvements without compromising
Mies’ vision.



Balancing Preservation with Modern Needs

Maintaining the building’s historic character required careful planning. The
renovation team worked to preserve the iconic steel and glass facade while
upgrading energy efficiency with modern HVAC systems and enhanced lighting.
Accessibility improvements ensured that Crown Hall remained welcoming to all
students and visitors. These updates demonstrate how historic buildings can
be thoughtfully adapted to meet contemporary standards without losing their
essence.

Recognition and Landmark Status

Crown Hall’'s architectural and cultural significance has been recognized at
multiple levels. It is designated as a National Historic Landmark and is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. These honors underscore
its importance not only to the Illinois Institute of Technology but also to
the broader history of architecture and education in the United States.

Visiting Crown Hall: What to Expect

For those interested in experiencing Crown Hall firsthand, a visit to the
I1linois Institute of Technology campus offers a unique opportunity to
explore one of modern architecture’s gems. Whether you are touring Illinois
Institute of Technology or attending an event, Crown Hall’s open and inviting
spaces make it a memorable destination.

Architectural Tours and Educational Programs

IIT often offers guided tours of Crown Hall and other campus landmarks,
providing deeper insights into the building’s design, history, and role in
architectural education. These tours are ideal for students, architects,
historians, and tourists who want to understand how form and function
converge in this iconic structure.

Events and Exhibitions

Crown Hall also hosts exhibitions, lectures, and events related to
architecture and design. These programs leverage the building’s flexible
spaces, enriching the cultural life of the campus and connecting the academic
community with the public.



Why Crown Hall Remains Relevant Today

More than six decades after its completion, Crown Hall continues to influence
architectural practice and education. Its principles of openness, structural
clarity, and functional beauty resonate in contemporary design thinking. For
students and professionals alike, Crown Hall is a living example of how
architecture can shape human experience and foster innovation.

Lessons in Sustainable and Innovative Design

While modern sustainability practices have evolved, Crown Hall’s emphasis on
natural light, structural efficiency, and adaptable space aligns with today’s
green building concepts. Its straightforward design minimizes unnecessary
materials and promotes longevity, offering lessons in sustainable
architecture that remain relevant.

Inspiration for Future Architects

For aspiring architects studying at Illinois Institute of Technology or
elsewhere, Crown Hall is more than a classroom-it’s a mentor in steel and
glass. Its design encourages critical thinking about space, structure, and
the social role of architecture, helping students envision how their future
projects can combine aesthetics with practicality.

Exploring Crown Hall Illinois Institute of Technology reveals a rich story of
architectural innovation, educational philosophy, and cultural heritage.
Whether admired for its sleek modernist lines or appreciated as a dynamic
learning environment, this landmark continues to inspire all who step through
its transparent walls.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Crown Hall at the Illinois Institute of
Technology?

Crown Hall is the main academic building of the College of Architecture at
the Illinois Institute of Technology, designed by renowned architect Ludwig
Mies van der Rohe.

Who designed Crown Hall at IIT?

Crown Hall was designed by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, a pioneering modernist
architect.



Why is Crown Hall considered architecturally
significant?

Crown Hall is considered a masterpiece of modern architecture due to its
minimalist design, open interior space, and innovative use of steel and
glass.

When was Crown Hall completed?

Crown Hall was completed in 1956.

What architectural style does Crown Hall represent?

Crown Hall represents the International Style of modern architecture.

Can the public visit Crown Hall at Illinois
Institute of Technology?

Yes, Crown Hall is open to the public, especially during events, exhibitions,
and guided tours related to architecture.

What is the primary function of Crown Hall today?

Today, Crown Hall serves as the home to the College of Architecture at the
Illinois Institute of Technology, housing classrooms, studios, and faculty
offices.

Has Crown Hall received any historic designations?

Yes, Crown Hall is designated as a National Historic Landmark due to its
architectural significance.

What are some unique features of Crown Hall's
design?
Crown Hall features a large, column-free interior space supported by a steel

frame, extensive glass walls, and a flat roof, emphasizing openness and
flexibility.

How does Crown Hall reflect Ludwig Mies van der
Rohe's design philosophy?
Crown Hall embodies Mies van der Rohe's philosophy of 'less is more' with its

minimalist design, open plan, and emphasis on structural clarity and material
honesty.



Additional Resources

Crown Hall Illinois Institute of Technology: A Masterpiece of Modern
Architecture and Educational Excellence

crown hall illinois institute of technology stands as a monumental icon in
the world of architectural design and academic innovation. Designed by the
legendary Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, Crown Hall is not only a pivotal
structure on the Illinois Institute of Technology (IIT) campus but also a
seminal example of modernist architecture that continues to influence
architects and educators alike. This article delves into the architectural
brilliance, historical significance, and educational role of Crown Hall,
providing a comprehensive analysis that highlights why it remains a
cornerstone of both the Illinois Institute of Technology and architectural
study worldwide.

Architectural Significance of Crown Hall

One cannot discuss Crown Hall without acknowledging its transformative impact
on 20th-century architecture. Completed in 1956, Crown Hall is widely
regarded as one of Mies van der Rohe’s masterpieces and a definitive
statement of the International Style. The building’s minimalist aesthetic,
characterized by clean lines and open spaces, embodies Mies'’s famous motto,
“less 1is more.” Its design eliminates unnecessary structural elements to
create a vast, unobstructed interior space, which was revolutionary at the
time.

Structural Innovation and Design Features

Crown Hall'’s design is a marvel of engineering and simplicity. The building
is essentially a large steel frame suspended from four massive steel girders,
each weighing 40 tons. This ingenious structural system allows the entire
interior space to be column-free, stretching over 220 feet by 142 feet
without internal supports. The exterior walls are made of glass, suspended
from the steel frame, which creates a transparent box that blurs the boundary
between inside and outside.

This open-plan design was groundbreaking for educational buildings in the
mid-20th century. It fostered a flexible environment conducive to
collaboration, reflection, and innovation—key elements in architectural
education. The floor-to-ceiling glass walls invite natural light throughout
the day, enhancing the learning atmosphere and reinforcing the connection
between the built environment and its users.



Role Within Illinois Institute of Technology

Crown Hall is more than an architectural icon; it is the heart of Illinois
Institute of Technology’'s College of Architecture. Its design reflects the
institute’s commitment to forward-thinking education and innovation in
architecture and design disciplines.

An Educational Hub

The open and adaptable space inside Crown Hall accommodates studios,
classrooms, and critique areas, supporting an educational approach that
emphasizes design thinking and hands-on learning. Students are encouraged to
interact freely, engage in collaborative projects, and participate in
critiques where transparency-both literal and metaphorical-is a guiding
principle.

The building’s design also serves as a living case study for students, who
analyze its structure, materials, and spatial organization as part of their
curricula. This direct engagement with a seminal work of architecture
enriches the educational experience, grounding theoretical learning in
tangible reality.

Comparative Context in Architectural Education

When compared to other iconic architecture schools, such as the Harvard
Graduate School of Design’s Gund Hall or Yale School of Architecture’s
Rudolph Hall, Crown Hall stands out for its purity of form and uncompromising
adherence to modernist principles. While other institutions have embraced
postmodern or more eclectic architectural styles for their facilities, Crown
Hall remains a pristine exemplar of mid-century modernism, reflecting the
era’s optimism about technology and transparency.

Preservation and Renovation Efforts

Given its historical and architectural significance, Crown Hall has undergone
several preservation and renovation projects aimed at maintaining its
structural integrity while upgrading it to meet contemporary educational
needs.

Balancing Preservation with Modern Needs

The most notable renovation occurred in the early 21st century, focusing on



restoring original features such as the glass curtain walls, steel frame, and
interior finishes. At the same time, technological upgrades were integrated,
including enhanced HVAC systems and digital infrastructure, ensuring that the
building could support modern teaching methods without compromising its
architectural heritage.

This careful balance between preservation and modernization exemplifies the
challenges faced by institutions managing historic educational buildings. The
renovation efforts at Crown Hall have been widely praised for maintaining the
building’s authentic character while adapting it for 2lst-century use.

Visitor Experience and Public Accessibility

Crown Hall is not only a functional academic building but also an accessible
cultural landmark. It welcomes visitors interested in architecture, design,
and history, offering tours that explore its design philosophy, structural
innovations, and role within the Illinois Institute of Technology.

Educational Outreach and Events

Illinois Institute of Technology frequently hosts lectures, exhibitions, and
events within Crown Hall, leveraging the space to foster dialogue between
students, professionals, and the public. These events often focus on
architecture, urban planning, and sustainability, aligning with the
building’s ethos of transparency and innovation.

For architecture enthusiasts and scholars, visiting Crown Hall provides an

immersive experience that combines visual awe with intellectual engagement.
The transparency of the glass walls, the openness of the interiors, and the
building’s harmonious proportions all contribute to a profound appreciation
of Mies van der Rohe’s vision.

Impact on Architecture and Beyond

The influence of Crown Hall extends well beyond the Illinois Institute of
Technology campus. As a National Historic Landmark and an enduring symbol of
modernism, it has shaped architectural discourse and practice globally.

Legacy in Modern Architecture

Crown Hall'’s emphasis on structural honesty, openness, and simplicity has
inspired countless architects and educators. It has become a benchmark for
designing educational spaces that emphasize collaboration and flexibility,



principles that remain relevant in contemporary architectural pedagogy.

Moreover, its transparent design challenged traditional notions of
institutional architecture, demonstrating how educational buildings could
embody openness and accessibility both physically and metaphorically.

Broader Cultural and Educational Influence

Beyond architecture, Crown Hall’s philosophy resonates with broader
educational trends that prioritize interdisciplinary collaboration,
transparency, and innovation. Its design supports pedagogical approaches that
prepare students for the complexities of modern professional environments.

The building’s integration of form and function serves as a model for
institutions worldwide seeking to create spaces that inspire creativity and
foster community engagement.

Crown Hall Illinois Institute of Technology remains a testament to visionary
design and educational excellence. Its enduring presence on the IIT campus
continues to inspire new generations of architects, educators, and students,
standing as a beacon of modernism and a vibrant hub for architectural
innovation.

Crown Hall Illinois Institute Of Technology

crown hall illinois institute of technology: S.R. Crown Hall, Illinois Institute of
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Department of Planning and Development, 1996

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Crown Hall. Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, 2001-04

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Illinois Institute of Technology Crown Hall
Renovation Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1974

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Illinois Institute of Technology Franz Schulze,
2005-03-10 vii viii THE CAMPUS GUIDE Illinois Institute of Technology an architectural tour by
Franz Schulze with photographs by Richard Barnes foreword by Lew Collens Princeton Architectural
Press NEW YORK 2005 Princeton Architectural Press 37 East Seventh Street New York, New York
10003 For a free catalog of books, call 1.800.722 .6657. Visit our web site at www.papress.com.
Copyright © 2005 Princeton Architectural Press All rights reserved 08070605 54321 First edition
No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner without written permission from the
publisher, except in the context of reviews. Every reasonable attempt has been made to identify
owners of copyright. Errors or omissions will be corrected in subsequent editions. All images by
Richard Barnes unless otherwise noted. Photo credits: pp. vi-v: IIT Residence Halls © Chicago
Historical Society, HB 18783-D, photographer Hedrich Blessing pp. viii-ix: Alumni Memorial Hall ©
Chicago Historical Society, HB-9767-A, photographer Hedrich Blessing pp. xvi, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11,
29, 43, 48, 64, 72 top, 75, 79, 94: Reproduced by permission of University Archives, Paul V. Galvin
Library, Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago. IIT has made every reasonable attempt to identify
owners of copyright. Errors or omissions will be corrected in subsequent editions.


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/crown-hall-illinois-institute-of-technology.pdf

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Illinois Institute of Technology Crown Hall
Renovation Atelier Ten (Firm), Transsolar (Firm), 2003

crown hall illinois institute of technology: S. R. Crown Hall , 1956

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Verbalising the Visual Michael Clarke, 2019-01-10
Verbalising the Visual: Translating Art and Design into Words by Michael Clarke introduces readers
to a broad range of language and terminology: formal and informal, academic and colloquial, global
and local, all of which can be found in current art and design discourse. Exploring the complex
relationship between language, objects and meaning, Verbalising the Visual shows students how to
select and effectively employ language to present oral and written critical assessments of visual
culture. It includes a variety of examples and case studies that explore the many ways in which
language is used to discuss, describe, analyze and critically evaluate art and design.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Contemporary Architects Muriel Emanuel,
2016-01-23

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Encyclopedia of Twentieth Century
Architecture R. Stephen Sennott, 2004 For more information including the introduction, a full list
of entries and contributors, a generous selection of sample pages and more, visit the Encyclope dia
of 20th Century Architecture website. Focusing on architecture from all regions of the world, this
three-volume set profiles the twentieth century's vast chronicle of architectural achievements, both
within and well beyond the theoretical confines of modernism. Unlike existing works, this
encyclopedia examines the complexities of rapidly changing global conditions that have dispersed
modern architectural types, movements, styles, and building practices across traditional geographic
and cultural boundaries.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Steel Architecture Angus Macdonald,
2021-11-16 Steel Architecture offers a re-interpretation of Modernist design through an examination
of the history of metal-framed buildings, from the mills, warehouses and spectacular glasshouses of
the nineteenth century to the multi-form, tall towers which currently characterize the skylines of the
world's major cities. Based on extensive research, this insightful book reassesses the development of
a signature landscape of Modernism through the lens of contemporary issues, and critically
appraises some of the most prominent works of architecture of the Modern age, including Mies van
der Rohe's Barcelona Pavilion, Richard Neutra's Lovell Health House, and Frank Gehry's
Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao. Topics covered include: the early commercial steel buildings; steel
and mid twentieth-century consumerism; the Chicago skyscrapers of the 1970s; High Tech
architecture and finally the 'formalist' architecture of the late-Modern period. Extensively illustrated
and accessibly written, Steel Architecture discusses the meanings behind the visual vocabulary of
Modern steel architecture, and places the style in the broad context of the social, political and
economic preoccupations of its age.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: The Architecture of Jens Fredrick Larson Rod
Miller, 2024-08-19 After serving with the Canadian Artillery, and becoming an ace with the Royal
Flying Corps, American Jens Fredrick Larson settled into architecture. At age 28 he began work at
Dartmouth. As his reputation grew, he would go on to work with myriad clients and more than
thirty-five colleges and universities in America and elsewhere including Colby College, Bucknell
College, Wake Forest University, the City University of Paris, the University of New Brunswick, and
the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton. This text explores the history of Larson and his career,
with a look at his major projects, and the challenges faced late in his career when a nascent
Modernism denigrated and misunderstood the meaning and value of the Georgian style.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Understanding Architecture Leland M. Roth,
Amanda C. Roth Clark, 2024-07-18 The widely acclaimed and beautifully illustrated Understanding
Architecture is now revised and expanded in its fourth edition, vividly examining the structure,
function, history, and meaning of architecture, from prehistory to the present, in ways that are both
accessible and engaging. Significant features of the fourth edition include: Expanded global essays
outlining the encounters and interchanges, conflicts and accommodations, between disparate global



communities A brand-new final chapter addressing the twenty-first century during which Western
and global architectural developments have increasingly become one broad, interwoven expression.
This chapter includes sections on CAD, Contemporary Architecture of the Twenty-First Century,
Starchitects, Contemporary Architectural Prizes, Architecture and Energy Consumption, and
Architecture Integrated with Nature New sections on Frank Lloyd Wright and Late
Twentieth-Century Expressionism Thoroughly revised and expanded illustration, including over 700
images, over half of which are in full color, and 120 original line art drawings Understanding
Architecture continues to be the only text in the field to examine architecture as a cultural
phenomenon as well as an artistic and technological achievement with its straightforward, two-part
structure: The Elements of Architecture and the History and Meaning of Architecture.
Comprehensive and clearly written, Understanding Architecture is both a primer for visual
environmental literacy and a classic survey of architecture. This is an essential book for anyone
interested in our built environment and the layered historical meaning embodied within it.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Alvaro Siza Viera: A Pool in the Sea Kenneth
Frampton, Vincent Mentzel, 2022-03-11 This book documents a unique experience of a journey by
Alvaro Siza Vieira, Vincent Mentzel and Kenneth Frampton to the early work of Siza in Porto. This
book includes a vast collection of descriptions, drawings and photographs by Vincent Mentzel about
the project, as well as a writing by Siza Vieira himself and other texts. The book also includes an
analysis of the bathers’ course by Pedro Vieira de Almeida, as well as testimonies of the architects
Diogo Seixas Lopes, Manuel Aires Mateus, Michel Toussaint, Joao Manoel Gomes Da Silva, Luis
Urbano, Diogo Seixas Lopes and Pedro Vieira de Almeida. Alvaro Siza was the 1992 winner of The
Pritzker Architecture Prize.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Source Book of American Architecture G.E.
Kidder Smith, 2000-09 This comprehensive and insightful illustrated survey of 500 of America's most
distinguished buildings provides a unique overview of the thousand-year architectural development
of the United States. It examines our nation's architecture from its earliest days to the present,
ranging from cliff dwellings in Mesa Verde to Frank Lloyd Wright's Robie House in Chicago to James
Ingo Freed's Holocaust Museum in Washington. Indispensable in any library, it also serves as a
general introduction to American architecture or as a splendid guide for tourists.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Source Book of American Architecture
George Everard Kidder Smith, 1996 Scorched Earth is the first book to chronicle the effects of
chemical warfare on the Vietnamese people and their environment, where, even today, more than 3
million people—including 500,000 children—are sick and dying from birth defects, cancer, and other
illnesses that can be directly traced to Agent Orange/dioxin exposure. Weaving first-person accounts
with original research, Vietnam War scholar Fred A. Wilcox examines long-term consequences for
future generations, laying bare the ongoing monumental tragedy in Vietnam, and calls for the United
States government to finally admit its role in chemical warfare in Vietnam. Wilcox also warns
readers that unless we stop poisoning our air, food, and water supplies, the cancer epidemic in the
United States and other countries will only worsen, and he urgently demands the chemical
manufacturers of Agent Orange to compensate the victims of their greed and to stop using the
Earth’s rivers, lakes, and oceans as toxic waste dumps. Vietnam has chosen August 10—the day that
the US began spraying Agent Orange on Vietnam—as Agent Orange Day, to commemorate all its
citizens who were affected by the deadly chemical. Scorched Earth will be released upon the third
anniversary of this day, in honor of all those whose families have suffered, and continue to suffer,
from this tragedy.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: The Future Envelope 1 U. Knaack, T. Klein,
2008-01-28 Challenges the market and creates discussions on the basis of concrete material. This
book also focuses on non technological topics. It discusses items such as issues of strategy and the
analysis of customer desires and demands.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: American Architecture: 1860-1976 Marcus
Whiffen, Frederick Koeper, 1983 The second volume of a guide comprehensive guide to American



Architecture, covering developments between the years 1860 and 1976.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Building Type Basics for College and
University Facilities David ]J. Neuman, 2013-06-13 Essential information for the design of college
and university facilities Building Type Basics for College and University Facilities, Second Edition is
your one-stop reference for the essential information you need to confidently begin the planning
process and successfully complete the design of college and university buildings, large or small, on
time and within budget. Award-winning architect and planner David J. Neuman and a roster of
industry-leading contributors share their firsthand knowledge to guide you through all aspects of
planning higher education facilities, including learning centers, academic buildings and professional
schools, scientific research facilities, housing, athletics and recreation facilities, social and support
facilities, and cultural centers. The book combines up-to-date coverage of essential issues related to
campus planning, programming, and building design guidelines with detailed project examples. This
new edition offers: Numerous photographs, diagrams, plans, and sections Updated project examples,
including several buildings completed in the last decade Up-to-date coverage of sustainability and
technology issues A new chapter on historic preservation, rehabilitation, and adaptive use of existing
buildings New material on the influence of interdepartmental collaboration and renewed
communication on the built environment for campuses This conveniently organized quick reference
is an invaluable guide for busy, dedicated professionals who want to get educated quickly as they
embark on a new project. Like every Building Type Basics book, it provides authoritative, up-to-date
information instantly and saves professionals countless hours of research.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: Mies Van Der Rohe Dietrich Neumann,
2024-09-24 A landmark survey, offering a nuanced and deeply researched account of the career and
life of the iconic modern architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (1886-1969) was a German-born
American architect and designer whose work in Europe and North America has had an enduring
influence on modern and contemporary architecture worldwide. During his sixty-year career, he
fundamentally rethought architectural types that shaped modern life, including the office building,
apartment building, and private home. True to his alleged dictum less is more, Mies van der Rohe's
style is characterized by utmost simplicity, elegance of materials, and radical formal and functional
innovation, as exemplified by such iconic projects as the Farnsworth House in Plano, [llinois, and the
Seagram Building in New York. In this book, renowned architectural historian Dietrich Neumann
presents a new, critical look at Mies and complicates the established narrative about him. Diverging
from the reverential posture of many existing accounts, Neumann insists on the importance of the
contemporary context--social, political, and architectural--for understanding the architect's life and
work. The book draws on many overlooked archival and primary sources to demonstrate how and
why Mies's designs were shaped and received, foregrounding contemporary critics' responses and
the work of Mies's collaborators and peers. It presents several previously unknown buildings,
projects, and furniture designs and challenges long-established interpretations of key works.
Comprehensively illustrated and covering the entirety of Mies's career, this ambitious book is the
most substantial account to date of the life and work of one of the most important architects of the
twentieth century.

crown hall illinois institute of technology: The Contradiction Between Form and Function in
Architecture John Shannon Hendrix, 2013 Continuing the themes that have been addressed in The
Humanities in Architectural Design and The Cultural Role of Architecture, this book illustrates the
important role that a contradiction between form and function plays in compositional strategies in
architecture. The contradiction between form and function is seen as a device for poetic expression,
for the expression of ideas, in architecture. The book contributes to the project of re-establishing
architecture as a humanistic discipline, to re-establish an emphasis on the expression of ideas, and
on the ethical role of architecture to engage the intellect of the observer and to represent human
identity.
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