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Complete Kit Cars to Build: A Guide for Aspiring Builders and Enthusiasts

Complete kit cars to build have become increasingly popular among automotive enthusiasts who
crave a hands-on experience and a unique ride tailored to their tastes. Whether you’re a seasoned
mechanic or a passionate hobbyist, diving into the world of kit cars offers an exciting blend of
creativity, engineering, and personal satisfaction. In this guide, we’ll explore some of the best
complete kit cars to build, key considerations when choosing a kit, and valuable tips to ensure your
build journey is as smooth and rewarding as possible.

Understanding Complete Kit Cars to Build

When we talk about complete kit cars to build, we’re referring to vehicles sold as packages containing
all or most of the components you need to assemble a functioning automobile. Unlike restoration
projects or custom builds from scratch, these kits simplify the process by providing pre-fabricated
parts, detailed instructions, and often donor components like engines or transmissions.

Why Choose a Kit Car?

Building a kit car is more than just assembling parts—it’s about creating a vehicle that reflects your
personality. Kit cars offer several advantages:

- **Cost Efficiency:** Building your own car can be less expensive than purchasing a rare or exotic
model.
- **Customization:** You can tailor the car’s performance, aesthetics, and features to your liking.
- **Learning Experience:** The process enhances mechanical skills and automotive knowledge.
- **Unique Ownership:** Driving a kit car means owning a vehicle that’s truly one-of-a-kind.

Types of Kit Cars

Kit cars vary widely, but some of the most popular categories include:

- **Replica Kit Cars:** Faithful reproductions of classic or exotic cars like the Shelby Cobra, Lotus
Seven, or Ferrari Daytona.
- **Custom Sports Kit Cars:** Modern designs focused on performance and handling.
- **Off-Road and Buggy Kits:** Designed for rugged terrain and outdoor adventures.
- **Electric Kit Cars:** Embracing the shift toward sustainable motoring with electric powertrains.

Popular Complete Kit Cars to Build



Choosing the right kit car depends on your goals, skill level, and budget. Here’s a look at some
standout complete kit cars that have gained traction among builders.

1. Factory Five Racing MK4 Roadster

The Factory Five MK4 Roadster is a highly regarded kit replicating the classic Shelby Cobra 427. This
kit car is a favorite because it balances vintage style with modern engineering. It comes with a
detailed chassis and bodywork, allowing builders to select their own drivetrain, typically sourced from
a Ford Mustang. The kit’s comprehensive instructions and active community support make it
approachable, even for those new to kit cars.

2. Caterham Seven 160

If lightweight, nimble handling is your priority, the Caterham Seven 160 kit car is worth considering.
This minimalist roadster offers an exhilarating driving experience with a small engine and superb
agility. The kit is designed for quick assembly, often completed in just a few weekends. It’s an ideal
choice for enthusiasts seeking a pure, track-focused car that’s also street-legal.

3. Locost 7

The Locost 7 is a DIY favorite, inspired by the Lotus Seven. It’s not a factory-produced kit in the
traditional sense but rather a blueprint-based project that uses donor parts from cars like the Ford
Escort or Sierra. For those who want a challenge and don’t mind sourcing components themselves,
the Locost 7 offers immense satisfaction and a highly customizable build.

4. Westfield Sportscars

Westfield is well-known for producing high-quality kits that emphasize performance and
craftsmanship. Their kits range from beginner-friendly to advanced projects and include models such
as the Westfield SEiGHT, which boasts a powerful V8 engine option. The company provides extensive
support and parts availability, which is crucial for a smooth building process.

5. Volkswagen Beetle-Based Kits

For a more nostalgic or quirky build, kits based on the Volkswagen Beetle chassis are popular. Many
dune buggy-style kits utilize the Beetle’s simple and robust platform, making them accessible for
beginners. These kits often include fiberglass bodies and can be customized extensively, from off-
road buggies to street cruisers.



Key Considerations When Choosing Complete Kit Cars
to Build

Selecting the right kit car project requires thoughtful planning. Here are some factors to weigh before
committing.

Skill Level and Tools

Complete kit cars to build vary in complexity. Some kits come with pre-welded chassis and plug-and-
play components, while others require advanced welding, fabrication, and mechanical skills. Assess
your ability honestly and ensure you have access to necessary tools like welders, lifts, and specialty
equipment.

Budget and Time Commitment

While kit cars can be cost-effective, expenses can add up quickly through parts, tools, and unforeseen
challenges. Allocate a realistic budget, and factor in shipping costs, registration fees, and any
modifications you want to make. Building a kit car can take months or even years, so patience is
essential.

Legal and Registration Requirements

Before purchasing a kit, research your local laws regarding kit cars, home-built vehicles, and
emissions standards. Some kits come with documentation to simplify registration and inspection, but
requirements vary widely by region. Ensuring compliance early can save headaches later.

Donor Vehicle Availability

Many kit cars rely on donor parts such as engines, transmissions, and suspension components.
Confirm that compatible donor vehicles are readily available and affordable in your area. This will
affect not only the build process but also maintenance down the road.

Tips for a Successful Kit Car Build

Building complete kit cars to build is a rewarding but sometimes challenging endeavor. Here are some
strategies to help you succeed.



Plan Your Build Thoroughly

Take time to read all provided manuals, watch build videos, and join online forums or builder
communities. Planning your workspace, tools, and parts list before starting can prevent costly
mistakes.

Document Your Progress

Keep a build journal or photo log to track your assembly steps, modifications, and any issues
encountered. This documentation is invaluable for troubleshooting and future maintenance.

Don’t Rush the Process

Haste can lead to errors. Work methodically, double-check measurements, and test components as
you go. The satisfaction of a well-built kit car comes from quality craftsmanship.

Leverage Community Support

Many kit car brands have dedicated forums, Facebook groups, and local clubs. Engaging with fellow
builders provides troubleshooting help, motivation, and sometimes access to rare parts.

The Joy of Driving Your Own Creation

There’s something truly special about taking the wheel of a car you built yourself. Beyond the thrill of
construction, kit cars offer a chance to own a vehicle that stands out from the crowd, reflecting your
passion and dedication. Whether you’re revving a roaring V8 replica or enjoying a nimble lightweight
roadster, the journey from box to road is an adventure unlike any other.

Exploring complete kit cars to build opens doors to creativity, learning, and unforgettable driving
experiences. For anyone ready to roll up their sleeves and dive in, the world of kit cars awaits with
endless possibilities and stories to create.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a complete kit car to build?
A complete kit car to build is a package that includes all the necessary parts and components, along
with detailed instructions, allowing an individual to assemble their own car from scratch.



What are the benefits of building a complete kit car?
Building a complete kit car offers benefits such as customization options, cost savings compared to
buying a new car, the educational experience of learning about car mechanics, and the satisfaction of
creating a unique vehicle.

Which are some popular complete kit cars to build in 2024?
Popular complete kit cars to build in 2024 include the Factory Five Racing GTM, Caterham Seven,
Westfield SEiGHT, and the Ultima GTR, known for their performance, build quality, and community
support.

How long does it typically take to build a complete kit car?
The build time for a complete kit car varies depending on complexity and builder experience, but it
generally takes between 300 to 1,000 hours to complete.

What skills or tools are needed to build a complete kit car?
Basic mechanical skills, knowledge of automotive systems, and tools such as wrenches, screwdrivers,
drills, and sometimes welding equipment are needed to build a complete kit car successfully.

Are complete kit cars street legal?
Many complete kit cars can be made street legal, but this depends on local laws and regulations;
builders usually need to register the vehicle, pass inspections, and ensure it meets safety and
emissions standards.

Where can I buy reliable complete kit cars to build?
Reliable complete kit cars to build can be purchased from specialized manufacturers like Factory Five
Racing, Caterham, Westfield, and Ultima, as well as from reputable dealers and online marketplaces
dedicated to kit cars.

Additional Resources
Complete Kit Cars to Build: An In-Depth Exploration of the Best Options for Enthusiasts

Complete kit cars to build represent a fascinating niche within the automotive world, attracting
hobbyists, engineers, and car enthusiasts who seek a hands-on experience in creating a personalized
vehicle. These kits provide not only the components and instructions but also the opportunity to
customize, learn, and ultimately own a unique car built from the ground up. As interest in this sector
grows, understanding the best complete kit cars to build, their features, challenges, and the market
landscape becomes essential for anyone considering taking on such a project.



What Are Complete Kit Cars?

Complete kit cars to build are automotive kits that come with nearly all the parts necessary for the
construction of a fully functional vehicle. Unlike partial kits or restoration projects, these kits typically
include a chassis, body panels, drivetrain components, and sometimes even the wiring harness and
interior fittings. Buyers often source the engine and transmission separately, though some kits offer
turnkey options with powertrains included.

The appeal of complete kit cars lies in their accessibility and the satisfaction derived from assembling
a vehicle that reflects personal preferences and craftsmanship. This is particularly attractive in an era
where factory customization options can be limited, and mass-produced vehicles dominate the
market.

Popular Types of Complete Kit Cars to Build

Replica and Classic Car Kits

One of the most sought-after categories involves replica and classic car kits. These kits replicate
iconic models, such as the Shelby Cobra, Lotus Seven, or classic Porsche 356. Enthusiasts often
gravitate towards these options because they combine vintage aesthetics with modern reliability.

- Shelby Cobra Kits: Known for their aggressive styling and powerful V8 engines, Cobra replicas
offer both performance and a timeless design. Companies such as Factory Five Racing and
Superformance provide comprehensive kits with detailed instructions and quality components.
- Lotus Seven Replicas: Lightweight and nimble, these kits appeal to those who value driving
dynamics and simplicity. Caterham and Westfield are leading manufacturers in this space, offering
kits that range from beginner-friendly to highly advanced builds.

Sports and Performance-Oriented Kits

For builders interested in contemporary performance, complete kit cars with modern chassis and
suspension setups are increasingly popular. These vehicles often incorporate advanced materials like
aluminum or carbon fiber, ensuring weight reduction and improved handling.

- Factory Five GTM: A mid-engine sports car kit that allows builders to install a Corvette LS-series
engine, the GTM offers supercar-level performance with a fraction of the cost.
- Ultima Kits: Known for their track-ready performance, Ultima kits provide a blend of power and
aerodynamics, appealing to those who want a race-capable car built at home.

Electric Kit Cars

With the rise of electric vehicles, some manufacturers have begun offering electric complete kit cars.



These kits include battery packs, electric motors, and controllers, catering to environmentally
conscious builders.

- Electric Roadster Kits: Models like the eROCKIT or electric versions of classic roadsters are
gaining traction, though the market is still emerging and often requires advanced technical
knowledge.

Key Factors to Consider When Choosing Complete Kit
Cars to Build

Building a kit car is a significant investment of time, money, and skill. Several critical factors should
guide the decision-making process:

Skill Level and Technical Expertise

Complete kit cars vary widely in complexity. Some kits are designed for novices, with pre-fabricated
parts and thorough documentation, while others demand advanced mechanical skills, welding, and
fabrication knowledge. For first-time builders, it’s advisable to start with kits that have strong
community support and step-by-step guides.

Budget Constraints

The total cost of building a kit car can exceed the initial purchase price of the kit. Additional expenses
include tools, paint, engine and transmission, registration, and unexpected parts. Comparing kits on
both upfront and long-term costs is crucial.

Intended Use and Driving Experience

Builders should consider whether the kit car will serve as a weekend toy, a daily driver, or a track car.
This will influence the choice of powertrain, suspension setup, and safety features. For instance,
lightweight roadsters offer fantastic handling but may lack creature comforts for daily use.

Legal and Regulatory Compliance

Different regions have varying laws regarding kit car registration, emissions, and safety inspections.
Ensuring the kit complies with local regulations can prevent costly delays and complications.



Advantages and Drawbacks of Complete Kit Cars to
Build

Advantages

Customization: Builders have control over design, components, and performance
specifications.

Educational Value: Building a kit car fosters mechanical skills and automotive knowledge.

Cost-Effectiveness: Compared to purchasing comparable high-performance cars, kit cars can
be more affordable.

Community and Support: Many kit car manufacturers and owners’ clubs provide extensive
resources and forums.

Drawbacks

Time-Intensive: Projects can take hundreds or thousands of hours to complete.

Technical Challenges: Not all kits are beginner-friendly; some require specialized tools and
expertise.

Resale and Insurance: Valuing and insuring kit cars can be complicated.

Reliability Concerns: Assembling a car from parts may lead to unforeseen mechanical issues.

Top Brands Offering Complete Kit Cars to Build

Several manufacturers dominate the complete kit car market, each with its unique offerings and
reputations.

Factory Five Racing

Known for their Shelby Cobra replicas and GTM sports cars, Factory Five Racing combines quality
components with detailed manuals. Their kits are popular among Americans seeking high-



performance builds.

Caterham Cars

Caterham specializes in lightweight, minimalist sports cars based on the Lotus Seven design. Their
kits cater to both newcomers and seasoned builders, emphasizing driving purity.

Westfield Sportscars

A UK-based company, Westfield offers a range of Lotus Seven-style kits with a reputation for excellent
build quality and a strong enthusiast community.

Ultima Sports

Ultima produces high-performance kits aimed at track enthusiasts. Their cars are known for
exceptional speed and handling, often rivaling professional race cars.

Building Process and Tips for Success

Undertaking a complete kit car build requires careful planning and organization:

Research Thoroughly: Understand the kit’s requirements, reviews, and community feedback.1.

Set a Realistic Timeline: Allocate consistent time slots rather than rushing to completion.2.

Maintain an Organized Workspace: Keep parts labeled and tools accessible.3.

Engage with Online Forums and Clubs: Experienced builders can provide invaluable advice.4.

Consider Professional Help: Some stages like painting or engine installation may benefit5.
from specialists.

Future Trends in Complete Kit Cars to Build

As technology advances, the landscape of complete kit cars is evolving. The integration of electric
powertrains and autonomous driving aids may soon become standard options. Additionally, advances
in 3D printing and modular design could simplify assembly and customization. Environmental
concerns also encourage the development of sustainable materials and efficient drivetrains.



Advocates of complete kit cars to build remain passionate about the hands-on aspect and the joy of
creation, ensuring that despite technological shifts, the culture of building and customizing cars will
persist.

The world of complete kit cars to build offers a compelling blend of creativity, engineering, and
automotive enthusiasm. Whether replicating a classic icon or crafting a modern performance
machine, these kits provide a rewarding challenge for those willing to invest the time and effort. With
a growing range of options and supportive communities, the kit car scene continues to thrive as a
unique facet of automotive culture.

Complete Kit Cars To Build

  complete kit cars to build: How to Build Cobra Kit Cars + Buying Used D. Brian Smith, 2012
The Shelby Cobra is one of the most legendary sports cars in automotive history. Only about 1,000 of
the original Cobras were ever built, and many enthusiasts wanted to own and drive one of these
ultimate sports cars yet could not afford to.
  complete kit cars to build: Build Your Own Kit Car Steve Hole, 2013-08-31 In Build Your
Own Kit Car, renowned kit car expert Steve Hole presents a comprehensive guide to planning,
managing and executing a kit car build. The first part of the book covers the history of kit cars;
detailing the innovations the kit car industry has made in car building technology, and how
companies like Westfield and Caterham have become household names. The second half of the book
takes you through a full build project, from chassis, brakes, suspension and engine through to
trimming and interiors. Other topics include: Types of kit cars, including the differences between
kits, replicas and one-off builds; Choosing the right car for you; Budgeting for your build; Setting up
your workspace, tools needed and workshop safety; Building techniques; List of useful contacts to
help find the best resources for your kit car build. Whether you are planning on building a
blisteringly quick trackday car, classic roadster or eccentric road car, Build Your Own Kit Car has all
the resources and information you need to build and enjoy your own unique automotive creation. A
comprehensive and instructional guide to planning, managing and executing a kit car build, superbly
illustrated with 300 colour photographs. Steve Hole is one of the UK's leading authorities on the
world of kit cars and is editor of tkc magazine.
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Mechanics , 1982-10 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Science , 1979-03 Popular Science gives our readers the
information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
  complete kit cars to build: TVR 1946-1982 Matthew Vale, 2017-10-23 This fascinating book
tells the complete story of the early days of TVR, from Trevor Wilkinson establishing the company in
1946 through to the Martin Lilley years, which came to an end in 1982. The design and development
of these classic British sports cars, with their defining characteristics of tubular backbone chassis
and glass fibre bodywork, are described in detail. Illustrated with over 200 colour and black and
white photographs the book covers all the early years, including the Sports Saloon, the Jomar, the
Open Sports, TVR's first true production car the Grantura from 1958, Griffith models with their
remarkable 289 cu in Ford V8 motors, the Vixen and Tuscan range of the late 1960s, the M Series
models launched in 1972 and finally, the Tasmin range introduced in 1980.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/complete-kit-cars-to-build.pdf


  complete kit cars to build: Black Enterprise , 1984-11 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the ultimate
source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Mechanics , 1982-04 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  complete kit cars to build: The Definitive Plymouth Barracuda and Dodge Challenger
Guide: 1970-1974 Scott Ross, 2016-06-15 The 1970–1974 Plymouth Barracudas and Dodge
Challengers are compact, lightweight, and extremely powerful pony cars; some are considered to be
the greatest Mopar muscle cars of the era. The platform, known as the E-Body for this generation,
was Chrysler’s response to the competition from the Ford Mustang and Chevy Camaro. Today, the
E-Body Barracudas and Challengers are some of the most valuable and popular muscle cars ever
built. In The Definitive Plymouth Barracuda and Dodge Challenger Guide: 1970-1974, seasoned
journalist Scott Ross has unearthed new information from the key personnel involved in designing,
engineering, and building these brash muscle cars. Ross provides comprehensive engine,
transmission, and interior options as well as essential trim package and color code information. You
learn the bottom line on original equipment packages and options. Ross covers Special Edition, R/T,
Gran Coupe, and Rapid Transit System packages. And of course, the preeminent models in the
lineup, Hemi Cuda, Challenger 440 six pack, AAR Cuda, and Challenger TA are covered in extensive
detail. The large option list (and which options were available on which cars) is covered in great
detail, which will greatly assist you with authentication. Plymouth Barracudas and Dodge
Challengers are some of the most powerful and valuable Mopar muscle cars ever built. If you have
been searching for the comprehensive story and vital option information for these classic Mopar
muscle cars, you don’t need to look any further.
  complete kit cars to build: Field & Stream , 1980-11 FIELD & STREAM, America’s largest
outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Mechanics , 1991-02 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  complete kit cars to build: A to Z of Sports Cars, 1945-1990 Mike Lawrence, 1996 More
than 1,000 photographs in b&w and color illustrate the extraordinary variety of sports cars that have
been offered to the public. All the great names are featured, including cars from Israel, Egypt,
Spain, Switzerland, Norway and Brazil.
  complete kit cars to build: How To Build a Cheap Sports Car Keith Tanner, Share in the trials
and tribulations of turning a bare frame and wrecked Miata into a racetrack demon, and learn how
to build a sports car of your own along the way. This book provides specific answers to common
questions and covers the entire building process, including the post-build fine-tuning of the car that
is necessary to extract the car's full performance (and fun) potential.
  complete kit cars to build: Collecting Model Car and Truck Kits Tim Boyd, New from the
Nostalgic Treasures series: a comprehensive guide for modelers or would-be modelers. Discover
histories and descriptions of some of the more significant collectible groups of kits including AMT's
Trophy Series double kits, 1953-62 Corvette kits, Mopar B-body kits, Classic kits, and more. Find out
how to get started collecting model cars, what to look for, and the pros and cons of collecting versus
building vintage kits. A superb addition to your modeling library.
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Mechanics , 1980-08 Popular Mechanics inspires, instructs
and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY



home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Science , 1979-08 Popular Science gives our readers the
information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Mechanics , 1981-11 Popular Mechanics inspires, instructs
and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Mechanics , 1979-07 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  complete kit cars to build: Car and Driver , 1987
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Mechanics , 1981-01 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  complete kit cars to build: Popular Science , 1981-08 Popular Science gives our readers the
information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
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COMPLETE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster full, complete, plenary, replete mean
containing all that is wanted or needed or possible. full implies the presence or inclusion of
everything that is wanted or required by something or that
COMPLETE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary COMPLETE definition: 1. to make whole
or perfect: 2. to write all the details asked for on a form or other document. Learn more
COMPLETE Definition & Meaning | Something that is complete has all its parts or elements, or
has been finished or concluded
Complete - definition of complete by The Free Dictionary 1. To bring to a finish or an end: She
has completed her studies. 2. To make whole, with all necessary elements or parts: A second child
would complete their family. Fill in the blanks to
COMPLETE definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary If something is complete, it
has been finished. The work of restoring the farmhouse is complete. It'll be two years before the
process is complete
Complete: Definition, Meaning, and Examples   The word "complete" signifies the state of being
whole, finished, or absolute. It is used widely across various contexts, from everyday conversation to
technical and academic
complete adjective - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage Definition of complete
adjective in Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example
sentences, grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
complete - Dictionary of English Complete implies that a certain unit has all its parts, fully
developed or perfected, and may apply to a process or purpose carried to fulfillment: a complete
explanation
complete - Wiktionary, the free dictionary   complete (comparative more complete or completer,
superlative most complete or completest) My life will be complete once I buy this new television. She
offered me complete
COMPLETE Synonyms: 390 Similar and Opposite Words - Merriam-Webster Some common



synonyms of complete are close, conclude, end, finish, and terminate. While all these words mean "to
bring or come to a stopping point or limit," complete implies the removal
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