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Chevy Engine Test Stand Plans: Build Your Own Engine Testing Setup

chevy engine test stand plans are a fantastic starting point for anyone looking to get
hands-on with engine diagnostics, tuning, or simply to ensure their Chevy engine runs at
peak performance. Whether you're a hobbyist mechanic, a professional builder, or just a car
enthusiast who loves working on Chevy engines, having a reliable engine test stand can
make your projects more efficient, accurate, and enjoyable.

If you’ve ever wondered how to test an engine outside the vehicle or how to safely run a
Chevy motor for performance tuning, understanding the basics of test stand construction
and the best plans available is essential. Let’s dive into what these plans entail and how
you can approach building your own.

Why Invest in Chevy Engine Test Stand Plans?

Before jumping into the specifics, it’s important to understand what an engine test stand
offers. Unlike testing an engine inside a vehicle, an engine test stand allows you to mount
the engine securely while it runs under controlled conditions. This setup is invaluable for:

- Diagnosing engine problems without the distractions of road tests
- Performing break-in procedures on rebuilt or new engines
- Tuning carburetors, fuel injection, and ignition timing with precision
- Measuring horsepower, torque, and other performance metrics effectively

Chevy engines, from small-blocks to LS series, are popular candidates for engine test
stands because of their widespread use and availability of parts. Having a dedicated test
stand tailored specifically for Chevy engines ensures compatibility and ease of use.

Key Components of Chevy Engine Test Stand
Plans

When looking at chevy engine test stand plans, several critical components and design
choices come into play. Understanding these will help you select or customize plans that
suit your needs.

1. Framework and Mounting

A sturdy frame is the backbone of any engine test stand. Most plans suggest building the
stand from steel tubing or angle iron for durability and stability. The frame must be capable
of handling the engine’s weight and the forces generated during operation.



Mounting points are another consideration. Chevy engines have standardized bolt patterns
for engine mounts, so your test stand should incorporate adjustable or fixed mounts that
align perfectly with Chevy motor blocks. This alignment prevents engine movement and
vibration from compromising test results.

2. Engine Cooling System Integration

Running an engine outside its vehicle means you lose the original cooling system’s
benefits. Including a radiator, electric fans, or a water pump bypass in your test stand plans
is essential to prevent overheating during testing sessions.

Some builders opt for a simple radiator and fan setup, while others integrate a cooling loop
using a reservoir and hoses. It depends on how long and how hard you plan to run the
engine.

3. Fuel Delivery and Electrical Setup

Test stands need fuel supply systems compatible with the engine’s needs, whether it’s
carbureted or fuel-injected. Many plans include space or mounting points for fuel pumps,
filters, and fuel tanks.

Similarly, the electrical system must power the ignition, starter motor, and any sensors you
want to monitor. Providing an accessible wiring harness and a control panel can enhance
usability.

4. Exhaust Management

To keep your workspace safe and free from harmful fumes, a proper exhaust system or
venting mechanism is necessary. Some plans recommend attaching headers with exhaust
pipes leading outside the shop or into a ventilation hood.

Popular Chevy Engine Test Stand Plans and
Where to Find Them

Finding comprehensive and reliable chevy engine test stand plans can be challenging, but
several resources stand out for quality and detail.

DIY Forums and Online Communities

Websites like LS1Tech, Chevy Hardcore, and various automotive forums often have user-
submitted plans, build logs, and advice. These communities are invaluable for learning from



others’ experiences, modifications, and troubleshooting tips.

YouTube Tutorials

Many enthusiasts and professional builders document their test stand builds on YouTube.
These videos often provide step-by-step instructions, visual aids, and real-world examples
of different plan adaptations.

Specialized Websites and Plans Vendors

Some companies and individual designers sell detailed blueprints or CAD files for engine
test stands built specifically for Chevy motors. These paid plans usually offer more precise
measurements, parts lists, and construction tips than free resources.

Tips for Building and Using Your Chevy Engine
Test Stand

As you embark on building your test stand, keeping certain tips in mind can save you time,
money, and frustration.

Prioritize Safety

Engines running at high RPMs produce vibration, heat, and exhaust gases. Ensure your
stand is securely anchored, use protective barriers or shields, and always ventilate your
workspace properly.

Plan for Adjustability

Engines come in different sizes and configurations. Incorporating adjustable mounts or
modular components in your design can accommodate multiple Chevy engine types, from
small blocks to big blocks and LS engines.

Include Measurement Tools

Integrate mounts for sensors like tachometers, temperature gauges, and torque meters if
possible. This will give you real-time data and make your testing more productive.



Test in Stages

When running a freshly built test stand for the first time, start with short runs at low RPMs.
Check for leaks, electrical shorts, or mechanical issues before pushing the engine harder.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Building a chevy engine test stand isn’t without hurdles. Some common issues include:

- **Engine Mount Misalignment:** Double-check measurements and use adjustable mounts
to ensure proper fit.
- **Cooling Inefficiency:** If your engine overheats quickly, consider upgrading to a larger
radiator or adding more powerful fans.
- **Fuel Delivery Problems:** Ensure your fuel pump delivers the correct pressure and flow
rate for your engine.
- **Excessive Vibration:** Reinforce the frame and use vibration-damping materials to
reduce noise and wear.

Each challenge is an opportunity to improve your setup and learn more about engine
dynamics.

Enhancing Your Engine Test Stand Experience

Once your test stand is operational, you can explore advanced features to maximize its
utility:

- **Data Logging:** Connect your engine to a data acquisition system to record
performance metrics.
- **Remote Monitoring:** Use cameras or wireless sensors to monitor the engine from a
safe distance.
- **Variable Load Testing:** Incorporate a dynamometer or load device to simulate real
driving conditions.

These upgrades transform a simple test stand into a powerful diagnostic and tuning tool.

Building your own Chevy engine test stand using well-thought-out plans unlocks new
possibilities for engine maintenance, rebuilds, and performance tuning. With a bit of
patience and attention to detail, you can create a setup that not only fits your specific
Chevy engine but also enhances your mechanical skills and automotive knowledge.
Whether you’re breaking in a new build or fine-tuning a classic, a well-designed engine test
stand is an investment that pays dividends in engine reliability and performance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are Chevy engine test stand plans?
Chevy engine test stand plans are detailed blueprints or guides designed to help
enthusiasts and mechanics build a test stand specifically for testing and tuning Chevrolet
engines outside of a vehicle.

Where can I find reliable Chevy engine test stand plans?
Reliable Chevy engine test stand plans can be found on automotive forums, specialized
engine building websites, YouTube channels, and sometimes in DIY automotive books or
magazines focused on engine testing and rebuilding.

What materials are typically required to build a Chevy
engine test stand?
Common materials include steel tubing or angle iron for the frame, heavy-duty bolts and
mounts, an engine stand plate compatible with Chevy engines, a drivetrain coupling, and
safety equipment such as a fire extinguisher and proper wiring for engine operation.

Can I use generic engine test stand plans for a Chevy
engine?
While generic engine test stand plans might work, it’s best to use plans specifically
designed for Chevy engines to ensure proper mounting points, balance, and compatibility
with Chevy engine configurations.

What safety features should be included in Chevy
engine test stand plans?
Safety features should include sturdy engine mounts, secure fastening of all components,
proper ventilation, fire suppression equipment, shielding to protect from moving parts, and
electrical safety measures to prevent shorts or sparks.

Are there any free Chevy engine test stand plans
available online?
Yes, there are free Chevy engine test stand plans available on various car enthusiast
forums, YouTube tutorials, and DIY project websites, although paid plans may offer more
detailed instructions and professional designs.

How do Chevy engine test stand plans help in engine
tuning?
Test stand plans provide a stable and accessible platform to run the engine at various



speeds and loads, allowing for precise tuning, troubleshooting, and performance testing
without the need to install the engine in a vehicle.

What tools are necessary to build a Chevy engine test
stand according to these plans?
Essential tools include a welder, angle grinder, drill, wrenches, screwdrivers, measuring
tape, and possibly a hoist or engine crane to safely mount the engine onto the test stand.

Can I modify Chevy engine test stand plans for different
engine sizes or types?
Yes, many plans can be modified to accommodate different Chevy engine sizes or types,
but modifications should ensure the stand remains structurally sound and the engine
mounts align correctly for safe and effective testing.

Additional Resources
Chevy Engine Test Stand Plans: A Professional Exploration

chevy engine test stand plans are essential resources for automotive enthusiasts,
mechanics, and engineers who aim to build a reliable and efficient setup for testing Chevy
engines outside of a vehicle. Whether for performance tuning, troubleshooting, or routine
maintenance, having a well-designed engine test stand can save significant time and
provide invaluable data on engine behavior under various conditions. This article offers a
detailed examination of Chevy engine test stand plans, highlighting key components,
design considerations, and practical applications relevant to both hobbyists and
professionals.

Understanding Chevy Engine Test Stands

At its core, a Chevy engine test stand is a sturdy framework designed to securely hold an
engine in place while it runs independently of a vehicle. It allows access to all engine
components for diagnostics, modifications, and performance testing. The importance of
accurate and robust test stand plans cannot be overstated, as improper design can lead to
unsafe conditions or inaccurate test results.

The plans typically include detailed schematics for the frame, engine mounts, fuel delivery
systems, electrical wiring, cooling components, and instrumentation essential for
monitoring engine parameters such as RPM, temperature, and oil pressure. Given the
variety of Chevy engines—from small-block V8s to LS-series engines—plans often need to
be adjusted in scale or specification to accommodate different sizes and configurations.



Key Components in Chevy Engine Test Stand Plans

When reviewing or creating Chevy engine test stand plans, several components merit
particular attention:

Engine Mounting Brackets: These are critical for securely fastening the engine to
the stand. Plans usually specify bolt patterns and reinforcement points tailored to
Chevy engine blocks.

Structural Frame: The frame must be constructed from heavy-gauge steel or other
durable materials to withstand engine vibrations and torque.

Drive System Attachments: Provisions for coupling a dynamometer or load device
are often included, facilitating performance measurements and load testing.

Fuel Supply Setup: A safe and adjustable fuel delivery system is essential, often
involving a fuel pump, filter, and regulator integrated into the stand.

Cooling Mechanism: To prevent overheating during prolonged runs, fans or radiator
mounts may be incorporated into the design.

Instrumentation Panel: Plans frequently recommend mounting points for gauges
and sensors to monitor critical engine data.

Analyzing Popular Chevy Engine Test Stand Plans

Numerous Chevy engine test stand plans are available online, ranging from free blueprints
shared by enthusiasts to professionally engineered kits sold commercially. An analytical
approach to these plans reveals common trends and differences that can influence the
choice of a plan for a particular project.

DIY vs. Commercial Plans

DIY plans often emphasize cost-effectiveness and simplicity. They typically use standard
steel tubing and straightforward welding techniques to create a functional stand. For
example, a common approach involves a rectangular steel frame with adjustable engine
mounts to accommodate various Chevy engine models. These plans are generally well-
suited for hobbyists with basic fabrication skills and access to welding equipment.

On the other hand, commercial plans or pre-fabricated test stands often include modular
features, such as quick-release mounting systems and integrated instrumentation with
digital readouts. These options provide greater convenience and accuracy but come at a
higher price point and require more space.



Adaptability for Different Chevy Engines

One important consideration when selecting or designing test stand plans is the
compatibility with specific Chevy engine families. The classic small-block Chevy V8, for
example, has established mounting patterns that many plans accommodate. However, the
LS engine series, with its compact design and distinct mounting points, may require
alterations to standard plans.

Some advanced plans offer adjustable or interchangeable mounting brackets, allowing
users to test multiple engine types on a single stand. This flexibility is particularly valuable
for automotive shops or enthusiasts working with various Chevy engines.

Design Considerations for Effective Chevy Engine
Test Stands

Building or selecting the right engine test stand involves more than just following a set of
plans. Practical considerations during design and construction can significantly affect
safety, functionality, and data reliability.

Structural Integrity and Safety

The engine stand must withstand the dynamic forces generated by the engine's operation,
including torque reactions and vibrations. A robust frame with cross-bracing and reinforced
joints reduces the risk of failure. Materials selection is equally important; steel with a
minimum thickness of 3/16 inch is commonly recommended.

Safety features such as engine containment shields or barriers to protect the operator from
moving parts are also advisable. Additionally, the stand should be anchored or weighted to
prevent tipping during high-RPM testing.

Instrumentation and Data Acquisition

Modern engine test stands benefit greatly from integrated monitoring systems. Plans that
incorporate mounting locations for sensors, or that specify wiring routes for
instrumentation, enable real-time data collection. Common parameters monitored include:

Engine RPM

Oil pressure and temperature

Coolant temperature

Exhaust gas temperature



Fuel pressure

Some enthusiasts integrate digital data loggers or connect the test stand to a computer
interface for detailed analysis, a feature often referenced in advanced Chevy engine test
stand plans.

Fuel and Exhaust Management

Efficient and safe fuel delivery is paramount. Plans typically include mounting points for
electric fuel pumps and recommendations for fuel line routing to avoid hazards. Similarly,
exhaust gases generated during engine runs must be safely vented. Plans might suggest
attaching exhaust headers with clamps to direct gases away from the workspace,
sometimes integrating flexible exhaust piping or mufflers to reduce noise.

Practical Applications of Chevy Engine Test Stand
Plans

Chevy engine test stands serve multiple purposes across various contexts:

Performance Tuning and Modifications

For tuners and engine builders, test stands provide an environment to evaluate how
modifications affect engine output without the variables introduced by installation in a
vehicle. This controlled setting allows for precise adjustments to fuel maps, ignition timing,
and boost levels, particularly for LS-series engines popular in aftermarket tuning.

Diagnostics and Repair Verification

Mechanics use test stands to diagnose engine issues such as misfires, oil leaks, or cooling
system failures. Running the engine on a stand enables inspection of components under
load without the complexity of vehicle systems. Post-repair testing confirms that issues
have been resolved before reinstallation.

Educational and Research Use

Automotive training programs and engineering research facilities often employ engine test
stands as teaching tools. Detailed plans that include instrumentation and data acquisition
features support experimental studies and hands-on learning about engine mechanics and
thermodynamics.



Challenges and Limitations

While Chevy engine test stand plans offer a roadmap to functional setups, building or using
these stands comes with challenges:

Fabrication Skills Required: Welding and mechanical assembly skills are necessary
to successfully construct a durable and safe stand.

Space and Ventilation: Operating an engine outside a vehicle requires adequate
space and ventilation to manage exhaust and fuel vapors.

Cost and Complexity: More sophisticated plans with integrated instrumentation and
load devices can be expensive and complicated to assemble.

Balancing these factors with intended use is crucial when selecting or designing Chevy
engine test stand plans.

---

In summary, the landscape of chevy engine test stand plans offers a spectrum of options
tailored to various needs—from simple DIY builds for hobbyists to advanced, instrumented
stands for professional environments. A thoughtful approach to design, emphasizing safety,
adaptability, and accurate data acquisition, ensures that these plans serve as valuable tools
in the development, maintenance, and enhancement of Chevy engines.

Chevy Engine Test Stand Plans

  chevy engine test stand plans: Building the Chevy LS Engine HP1559 Mike Mavrigian,
2010-12-07 This is an engine rebuilding and modification guide that includes sections on history,
engine specs, disassembly, cylinder block and bottom end reconditioning, cylinder heads and
valvetrain reconditioning, balancing, step-by-step engine reassembly, torque values, and OEM part
numbers for the popular Chevy LS series of engines.
  chevy engine test stand plans: Modern Engine Blueprinting Techniques Mike Mavrigian, 2013
Engine production for the typical car manufactured today is a study in mass production. Benefits in
the manufacturing process for the manufacturer often run counter to the interests of the end user.
What speeds up production and saves manufacturing costs results in an engine that is made to fall
within a wide set of standards and specifications, often not optimized to meet the original design. In
short, cheap and fast engine production results in a sloppy final product. Of course, this is not what
enthusiasts want out of their engines. To maximize the performance of any engine, it must be
balanced and blueprinted to the exact tolerances that the factory should have adhered to in the first
place. Four cylinder, V-8, American or import, the performance of all engines is greatly improved by
balancing and blueprinting. Dedicated enthusiasts and professional racers balance and blueprint
their engines because the engines will produce more horsepower and torque, more efficiently use
fuel, run cooler and last longer. In this book, expert engine builder and veteran author Mike

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/chevy-engine-test-stand-plans.pdf


Mavrigian explains and illustrates the most discriminating engine building techniques and perform
detailed procedures, so the engine is perfectly balanced, matched, and optimized. Balancing and
blueprinting is a time consuming and exacting process, but the investment in time pays off with
superior performance. Through the process, you carefully measure, adjust, machine and fit each part
together with precision tolerances, optimizing the design and maximizing performance. The book
covers the block, crankshaft, connecting rods, pistons, cylinder heads, intake manifolds, camshaft,
measuring tools and final assembly techniques. For more than 50 years, balancing and blueprinting
has been an accepted and common practice for maximi
  chevy engine test stand plans: The Engineering Record, Building Record & the Sanitary
Engineer , 1895
  chevy engine test stand plans: Diesel Progress North American , 1981
  chevy engine test stand plans: Engineering Record, Building Record and Sanitary Engineer
Henry Coddington Meyer, Charles Frederick Wingate, 1895
  chevy engine test stand plans: How to Build a Hot Rod Model A Ford Dennis Parks,
  chevy engine test stand plans: McLaren Roger Meiners, 2020-03-13 McLaren: The Engine
Company is the previously untold story of McLaren Engines, an American company founded in 1969
by Bruce McLaren and his partners to build engines for McLaren's legendary Can-Am and Indy Cars.
From this base in suburban Detroit were born the mighty big-block Chevrolet V8s that powered the
iconic orange cars to two of their five consecutive Cam-Am championships. McLaren's busy dyno
rooms also spawned the howling turbo Offenhausers that put Mark Donahue and Johnny Rutherford
in Victory Lane at Indianapolis three times between 1972 and 1976. For decades this non-descript
shop was the hotbed of horsepower for factories and top independents alike. McLaren Engines
developed the turbocharged Cosworth DFV Formula 1 engine that powered Indy cars for both Team
McLaren and Penske Racing. It rendered BMW's turbo engine for U.S. IMSA racing that later
became BMW's Formula 1 weapon. The long list of race engines developed here powered Buick Indy
and IMSA cars, BMW GTP cars, Cadillac LeMans prototypes, Porsche Trans-Am 944s and David
Hobbs' F5000 single seaters. There were McLaren-built big-block turbo V8s for offshore boat racing
and even a Cosworth-Vega engine for American dirt tracks! Author Roger Meiners combines his
life-long passion for motor racing and technology with his historian's sensibilities to make the
engines, cars, and key personalities come alive within this book's pages. Ride along with Meiners as
he uncovers little-known details of the company's transition from a race shop to an engineering
company, developing lust-worthy performance cars such as the sensational 1987 Buick GNX, the
1989 Pontiac Grand Prix Turbo, the FR500 Ford Mustang concept, and other projects that the public
never saw. Today the company, known as McLaren Engineering, is a subsidiary of Canada-based
Linamar Corporation, and is sought after by global automakers for its unrivaled testing,
development and manufacturing capability.
  chevy engine test stand plans: Annual Historical Report Rock Island Arsenal (Ill.), 1969
  chevy engine test stand plans: Sport Aviation and the Experimenter , 1994
  chevy engine test stand plans: MotorBoating , 1973-05
  chevy engine test stand plans: Popular Science , 1972-05 Popular Science gives our readers
the information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
  chevy engine test stand plans: Popular Mechanics , 1982-04 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  chevy engine test stand plans: How to Build High-Performance Chevy Small-Block
Cams/Valvetrains Graham Hansen, 2005 Graham Hansen, author of the best-selling SA Design title
How To Build Big-Inch Chevy Small Blocks, takes the mystery out of camshaft and valvetrain
function, selection, and design. He covers camshaft basics, including a thorough explanation of how



a cam operates in conjunction with the rest of the engine and valvetrain. He discusses technical
terms like overlap, lobe centerline, duration, lift, and cam profiling. Comparisons between roller and
flat-tappet cams are addressed and analyzed. This book covers rocker arms, lifters, valves,
valvesprings, retainers, guideplates, pushrods, and cam drives, as well as detailed information on
how to degree a cam and choose the proper cam for your application. Finally, matching cams to
cylinder heads, analyzing port flow, and proving it all through dyno tests round out this informative
volume.
  chevy engine test stand plans: Ford Engine Buildups HP1531 Evan J. Smith, Muscle
Mustangs Fast Fords Magazine, 2008-08-05 A guide of more than 35 complete engine buildups
offering a wide variety of performance levels for several generations of Ford V8 engine families.
  chevy engine test stand plans: John Lingenfelter on Modifying Small-Block Chevy
Engines John Lingenfelter, 1996-01-01 John Lingenfelter has been building, racing, and winning
with small-block Chevy engines since 1972, when he arrived on the drag racing scene. This book
offers many of his trademark power-producing techniques that have led to victory on the drag strip
as well as on the Bonneville salt flats, where he set top speed records in his class.
  chevy engine test stand plans: How to Build a Small Block Chevy Jim Richardson, Learn how
to rebuild a small-block Chevy in your own garage with this full-color guide, written in layperson's
terms.Chapters show you how to assess and choose an engine for rebuilding; how to tear it down
and inspect it; and how to decide what needs to be done, whether you plan a basic restoration or a
performance build. If you need specialized machine work, learn how to find a good machine shop,
and what questions to ask the machinist. It also shows what the machine shop does, as it applies to
what you must know to make the right decisions when dealing with a machine shop. It even includes
information on how to get the best street performance on a reasonable budget, including what
engine to start with, what parts to buy, and what combinations work best. Great tips show you
where to spend your money to get the best deal.
  chevy engine test stand plans: Elon Musk Walter Isaacson, 2023-09-12 The #1 New York
Times and global bestseller from Walter Isaacson—the acclaimed author of Steve Jobs, Einstein: His
Life and World, Benjamin Franklin, and Leonardo da Vinci—is the astonishingly intimate story of the
most fascinating, controversial innovator of modern times. For two years, Isaacson shadowed Elon
Musk as he executed his vision for electric vehicles at Tesla, space exploration with SpaceX, the AI
revolution, and the takeover of Twitter and its conversion to X. The result is the definitive portrait of
the mercurial pioneer that offers clues to his political instincts, future ambitions, and overall
worldview. When Elon Musk was a kid in South Africa, he was regularly beaten by bullies. One day a
group pushed him down some concrete steps and kicked him until his face was a swollen ball of
flesh. He was in the hospital for a week. But the physical scars were minor compared to the
emotional ones inflicted by his father, an engineer, rogue, and charismatic fantasist. His father’s
impact on his psyche would linger. He developed into a tough yet vulnerable man-child, prone to
abrupt Jekyll-and-Hyde mood swings, with an exceedingly high tolerance for risk, a craving for
drama, an epic sense of mission, and a maniacal intensity that was callous and at times destructive.
At the beginning of 2022—after a year marked by SpaceX launching thirty-one rockets into orbit,
Tesla selling a million cars, and him becoming the richest man on earth—Musk spoke ruefully about
his compulsion to stir up dramas. “I need to shift my mindset away from being in crisis mode, which
it has been for about fourteen years now, or arguably most of my life,” he said. It was a wistful
comment, not a New Year’s resolution. Even as he said it, he was secretly buying up shares of
Twitter, the world’s ultimate playground. Over the years, whenever he was in a dark place, his mind
went back to being bullied on the playground. Now he had the chance to own the playground. For
two years, Isaacson shadowed Musk, attended his meetings, walked his factories with him, and
spent hours interviewing him, his family, friends, coworkers, and adversaries. The result is the
revealing inside story, filled with amazing tales of triumphs and turmoil, that addresses the question:
are the demons that drive Musk also what it takes to drive innovation and progress?
  chevy engine test stand plans: Popular Mechanics , 1964-04 Popular Mechanics inspires,



instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  chevy engine test stand plans: Armor , 1962
  chevy engine test stand plans: Backpacker , 2001-03 Backpacker brings the outdoors
straight to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go more places and enjoy nature
more often. The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled
magazine, and the only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and
survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry honor recognizing
design, feature and product innovation, has become the gold standard against which all other
outdoor-industry awards are measured.
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