
bill bryson neither here nor there
Bill Bryson Neither Here Nor There: A Journey Through Europe with Wit and Warmth

bill bryson neither here nor there is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the delightful
travelogue penned by one of the most beloved contemporary travel writers. Bill Bryson’s “Neither
Here Nor There: Travels in Europe” is not just a book about traversing the continent—it’s a humorous
and insightful exploration of culture, history, and the often unexpected realities of travel. In this
article, we’ll dive deep into what makes this travel memoir stand out, how Bryson’s unique style
captivates readers, and why “Neither Here Nor There” remains a timeless guide for anyone curious
about Europe.

Understanding Bill Bryson’s Unique Travel Narrative

Bill Bryson’s travel books are renowned for their blend of humor, historical nuggets, and personal
anecdotes. In “Neither Here Nor There,” Bryson takes readers on a journey across Europe, revisiting
cities he first saw as a young man in the 1970s and comparing them to the Europe of the early 1990s
when the book was written.

What Sets “Neither Here Nor There” Apart?

Unlike conventional travel guides that focus on practical tips for tourists, Bryson’s narrative is deeply
personal and often self-deprecating. He doesn’t just describe the landmarks; he shares his reactions,
cultural misunderstandings, and the quirky characters he encounters. This approach makes the book
feel more like a conversation with a witty friend than a dry travel manual.

His observations range from the charming to the absurd—from getting lost in the winding streets of
Venice to navigating the sometimes bewildering customs of Eastern European countries. This human
element is what makes “Neither Here Nor There” resonate with readers who yearn for authentic travel
experiences rather than postcard-perfect snapshots.

The Journey Through Europe: Highlights from “Neither
Here Nor There”

Bill Bryson’s travels cover a broad swath of Europe, with each city and country offering its own unique
flavor and stories. Here are some of the notable stops and insights that Bryson shares.

From Paris to Prague: A Contrast in Cities

In Paris, Bryson captures the city’s elegance and enduring allure but also pokes fun at the sometimes
brusque attitude of Parisians toward tourists. His candid reflections offer a nuanced portrait that goes



beyond clichés.

Prague, on the other hand, is depicted as a city caught between its communist past and a hopeful
future. Bryson’s visit to Prague is marked by a sense of discovery and fascination with how history
shapes the present, especially in post-Cold War Europe.

Unexpected Adventures and Cultural Quirks

One of the book’s strengths is Bryson’s ability to notice the little things that define a place—whether
it’s the taste of local food, the peculiarities of public transportation, or the strange customs that leave
him baffled. For example, his humorous take on the challenges of communicating in foreign
languages and the misunderstandings that arise is both relatable and entertaining.

His adventures sometimes border on misadventure, providing a refreshing honesty about the ups and
downs of travel. These stories create a sense of companionship for readers who have faced similar
travel trials.

Bill Bryson’s Writing Style: Why Readers Keep Coming
Back

Bill Bryson’s prose in “Neither Here Nor There” is characterized by clarity, wit, and a warm,
approachable tone. His writing invites readers to see the world through his eyes—curious, amused,
and occasionally exasperated.

The Power of Humor in Travel Writing

Humor serves as a powerful tool in Bryson’s storytelling. It breaks down cultural barriers and makes
even the most mundane details engaging. His use of self-deprecation also endears him to readers; he
doesn’t position himself as an expert but as a fellow traveler learning along the way.

This comedic approach transforms what could be a straightforward travel journal into a lively,
memorable experience. It encourages readers to embrace the imperfections and surprises inherent in
travel.

Blending History with Personal Experience

Another hallmark of Bryson’s style is his seamless integration of historical context with his modern-
day observations. By weaving in fascinating facts and background stories, he enriches the reader’s
understanding and appreciation for each destination.

This blend of history and humor appeals to those who want more than just sightseeing tips—they
want to connect with the spirit and stories of a place.



Why “Neither Here Nor There” Remains Relevant
Today

Though published in the early 1990s, “Neither Here Nor There” continues to be a favorite among
travel enthusiasts and readers alike. Its timeless appeal lies in its honest portrayal of travel’s joys and
challenges, as well as its celebration of cultural diversity.

A Guide for the Modern Traveler

In an age dominated by sleek travel apps and Instagram-ready snapshots, Bryson’s book offers a
refreshing reminder that travel is as much about the unexpected moments and personal growth as it
is about ticking off landmarks. His candid accounts encourage today’s travelers to slow down, observe
carefully, and embrace the quirks of each place they visit.

Inspiration for Aspiring Travel Writers

For those interested in travel writing, “Neither Here Nor There” serves as a masterclass in balancing
humor, narrative, and informative content. Bryson’s ability to engage readers with his voice and
perspective is a valuable lesson in storytelling.

Tips for Reading and Enjoying “Neither Here Nor
There”

If you’re planning to pick up Bill Bryson’s travelogue, here are a few suggestions to get the most out
of the experience:

Read with a map handy: Following Bryson’s route across Europe can enhance your
appreciation of his journey and the geographical context.

Take note of the historical insights: Bryson’s snippets of history add depth to the travel
narrative and often explain cultural nuances.

Embrace the humor: Don’t just skim the funny bits—Bryson’s humor is often layered with
thoughtful commentary.

Compare past and present: Consider how Europe has changed since Bryson’s travels and
how those changes reflect broader social and political shifts.



Exploring More of Bill Bryson’s Travel Works

If you find yourself captivated by “Neither Here Nor There,” you might want to explore other books by
Bill Bryson that showcase his signature style and curiosity:

A Walk in the Woods – An entertaining chronicle of Bryson’s attempt to hike the Appalachian
Trail.

Notes from a Small Island – A humorous and affectionate exploration of Britain.

In a Sunburned Country – Bryson’s account of his travels in Australia, filled with his trademark
wit and observations.

Each of these books offers a unique lens on travel, combining personal experience with cultural and
historical insights.

Bill Bryson’s “Neither Here Nor There” remains a beloved classic for those who cherish travel writing
that entertains as much as it enlightens. Whether you’re an armchair traveler or a seasoned
adventurer, Bryson’s journey across Europe invites you to see the continent through a lens of humor,
curiosity, and heartfelt observation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Bill Bryson's 'Neither Here Nor
There'?
'Neither Here Nor There' is a travel memoir that explores Bryson's journey through Europe,
highlighting the cultural contrasts, personal reflections, and humorous observations he encounters
along the way.

When was 'Neither Here Nor There: Travels in Europe' by Bill
Bryson first published?
The book was first published in 1991.

Which countries does Bill Bryson visit in 'Neither Here Nor
There'?
Bryson travels through several European countries including France, Germany, Italy, Austria, and
Belgium, among others.



What writing style does Bill Bryson use in 'Neither Here Nor
There'?
Bryson employs a humorous and conversational writing style, combining witty anecdotes with
insightful cultural observations.

Is 'Neither Here Nor There' more of a travel guide or a
personal memoir?
'Neither Here Nor There' is primarily a personal travel memoir, focusing on Bryson's experiences and
reflections rather than serving as a traditional travel guide.

How does Bill Bryson's 'Neither Here Nor There' differ from his
other travel books?
Unlike some of Bryson's later works, this book reflects his earlier travels and presents a more raw,
candid perspective on European travel, often highlighting the challenges and absurdities he
encounters.

What is the significance of the title 'Neither Here Nor There'?
The title reflects the feeling of being in-between places or states, capturing Bryson's sense of
displacement and the often ambiguous nature of travel experiences.

Has 'Neither Here Nor There' by Bill Bryson been well received
by readers and critics?
Yes, the book has been praised for its humor, engaging storytelling, and insightful observations,
making it a beloved classic in the travel literature genre.

Additional Resources
Bill Bryson Neither Here Nor There: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

bill bryson neither here nor there stands as a seminal work in the travel literature genre,
showcasing Bryson’s unique blend of humor, cultural insight, and keen observation. Originally
published in 1991, this travel memoir chronicles Bryson’s journey across Europe, offering readers not
only a vivid portrayal of various cities and countries but also a reflective and often witty commentary
on the experience of travel itself. As one of Bryson’s earlier works, it set the tone for his subsequent
popularity as a writer capable of transforming ordinary travel experiences into engaging narratives.

In the crowded field of travel writing, Bryson’s ability to balance informative content with a
conversational, approachable style makes "Neither Here Nor There" an enduring favorite. This article
will explore the book’s themes, narrative style, and cultural impact while also examining why it
continues to resonate with readers and travel enthusiasts alike.



Exploring the Essence of “Neither Here Nor There”

At its core, “Neither Here Nor There” is a travelogue that transcends mere destination descriptions.
Bill Bryson neither here nor there captures the essence of travel as a means of self-discovery and
cultural exploration. The book traces Bryson’s journey from his native United States to Europe,
highlighting the contrasts between the old world and new world, the familiar and the foreign.

Bryson’s writing style is marked by a sharp wit and a sometimes self-deprecating humor that invites
readers to laugh along with his misadventures. Unlike conventional travel guides, the book places
equal emphasis on the journey’s subjective experience and the objective exploration of landmarks,
cuisine, and local customs. This dual approach enriches the narrative, providing depth and variety
that appeal to diverse readerships.

Narrative Structure and Style

The structure of “Neither Here Nor There” is loosely chronological, following Bryson’s footsteps from
city to city. However, the narrative is interspersed with flashbacks and anecdotes that add texture
and background to the journey. This non-linear approach reflects the often unpredictable nature of
travel, where plans change and unexpected experiences arise.

Bill Bryson neither here nor there employs a conversational tone that mimics a dialogue between the
author and the reader. This tone serves to break down barriers, making the travel experiences
relatable regardless of the reader’s familiarity with the destinations. The lively prose and vivid
descriptions allow readers to visualize bustling European streets, quaint cafes, and historic landmarks
without overwhelming them with excessive detail.

Comparative Insights with Other Travel Memoirs

When compared to other travel memoirs, “Neither Here Nor There” distinguishes itself through its
balance of humor and cultural critique. While traditional travelogues often adopt a reverent or
idealized portrayal of places, Bryson injects a refreshing dose of realism and skepticism. His candid
observations about the challenges of language barriers, tourist traps, and cultural misunderstandings
provide a grounded perspective that resonates with many travelers.

Authors like Paul Theroux or Elizabeth Gilbert offer travel narratives with introspective or romanticized
undertones, whereas Bryson’s work leans more toward observational comedy and pragmatic
reflection. This distinction broadens the appeal of “Neither Here Nor There,” attracting readers who
appreciate travel stories that are both entertaining and insightful.

Use of LSI Keywords in Context

In discussing Bill Bryson neither here nor there, it is important to consider related terms that
frequently surface in conversations about the book. Keywords such as “European travel memoir,”
“travel humor writing,” “cultural observations,” and “travel storytelling” naturally align with the



book’s content and style. The integration of these LSI keywords helps frame the book within its genre
and highlights its unique contributions.

Additionally, phrases like “Bryson’s travel anecdotes,” “humorous travel experiences,” and “travel
narrative style” capture the essence of the author’s approach and the appeal of the book. These
terms not only optimize the article for search engines but also provide readers with clear signposts to
understand what makes the book noteworthy.

Strengths and Limitations of “Neither Here Nor There”

Any comprehensive review must address both the strengths and limitations of a work. Bill Bryson
neither here nor there excels in several areas:

Engaging Prose: Bryson’s witty and accessible writing style keeps readers entertained
throughout.

Relatability: The candid depiction of travel mishaps and cultural differences makes the book
approachable for all kinds of travelers.

Cultural Insight: Observations about European cities, history, and social norms add depth
beyond surface-level descriptions.

However, some critics argue that the book occasionally relies on stereotypes or presents a somewhat
Western-centric viewpoint. For instance, Bryson’s humorous critiques of certain European customs
may feel overly simplistic to some readers familiar with the regions discussed. Additionally, the
episodic nature of the narrative may leave those seeking comprehensive travel guides wanting more
practical information.

Impact on Travel Literature and Popular Culture

Since its publication, “Neither Here Nor There” has influenced both travel writing and popular
perceptions of Europe. It helped popularize the travel memoir as a genre that blends personal
narrative with cultural commentary. Bill Bryson neither here nor there also contributed to a rise in
interest in traveling to Europe’s lesser-known spots, as Bryson often highlights places off the typical
tourist trail.

The book’s success paved the way for Bryson’s later works, such as “A Walk in the Woods” and “In a
Sunburned Country,” which similarly blend humor with travel and nature exploration. Its enduring
popularity is evident in the many reader reviews and academic discussions that cite the book as a
model for approachable and insightful travel writing.



Practical Takeaways for Travel Enthusiasts

Readers of Bill Bryson neither here nor there can glean multiple practical insights:

Embrace Imperfection: Travel is often messy and unpredictable; Bryson’s humor encourages1.
readers to enjoy the journey despite setbacks.

Observe Thoughtfully: Beyond sights and monuments, understanding local customs and2.
people enriches the travel experience.

Value Storytelling: Sharing travel stories with humor and honesty can create lasting3.
memories and connections.

These takeaways resonate with modern travelers who seek authentic experiences rather than
polished itineraries. Bryson’s approach serves as a reminder that travel is as much about personal
growth as it is about visiting new places.

Bill Bryson neither here nor there remains a compelling read for anyone interested in travel literature,
cultural exploration, and the art of storytelling. Its blend of humor, insight, and candid narrative
continues to inspire readers to look beyond the tourist façade and engage with the complexities of
travel in a meaningful way.

Bill Bryson Neither Here Nor There

  bill bryson neither here nor there: Neither Here Nor There Bill Bryson, 2012-09-25 Bryson
brings his unique brand of humour to travel writing as he shoulders his backpack, keeps a tight hold
on his wallet and heads for Europe. Travelling with Stephen Katz—also his wonderful sidekick in A
Walk in the Woods—he wanders from Hammerfest in the far north, to Istanbul on the cusp of Asia.
As he makes his way round this incredibly varied continent, he retraces his travels as a student
twenty years before with caustic hilarity.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Neither Here Nor There Bill Bryson, 2001-10-09 Bryson
brings his unique brand of humour to travel writing as he shoulders his backpack, keeps a tight hold
on his wallet and heads for Europe. Travelling with Stephen Katz—also his wonderful sidekick in A
Walk in the Woods—he wanders from Hammerfest in the far north, to Istanbul on the cusp of Asia.
As he makes his way round this incredibly varied continent, he retraces his travels as a student
twenty years before with caustic hilarity.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: The Global Politics of Contemporary Travel Writing
Debbie Lisle, 2006-11-02 This book brings the 'serious' world of politics to the 'superficial' world of
contemporary travel writing.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: The Bells in Their Silence Michael Gorra, 2009-01-10
Nobody writes travelogues about Germany. The country spurs many anxious volumes of investigative
reporting--books that worry away at the German problem, World War II, the legacy of the Holocaust,
the Wall, reunification, and the connections between them. But not travel books, not the
free-ranging and impressionistic works of literary nonfiction we associate with V. S. Naipaul and
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Bruce Chatwin. What is it about Germany and the travel book that puts them seemingly at odds?
With one foot in the library and one on the street, Michael Gorra offers both an answer to this
question and his own traveler's tale of Germany. Gorra uses Goethe's account of his Italian journey
as a model for testing the traveler's response to Germany today, and he subjects the shopping
arcades of contemporary German cities to the terms of Benjamin's Arcades project. He reads
post-Wende Berlin through the novels of Theodor Fontane, examines the role of figurative language,
and enlists W. G. Sebald as a guide to the place of fragments and digressions in travel writing.
Replete with the flaneur's chance discoveries--and rich in the delights of the enduring and the
ephemeral, of architecture and flood--The Bells in Their Silence offers that rare traveler's tale of
Germany while testing the very limits of the travel narrative as a literary form.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Suddenness and the Composition of Poetic Thought Paul
Magee, 2024-04-08 Interrogating the much-cherished concept of “poetic thinking,” this book focuses
on what interview and draft materials reveal of how poets actually do think, when in the act of
writing. The interviews confirm what findings from cognitive science and linguistics make clear: we
rarely know exactly what words we are going to say, until we have said them. Suddenness and the
Composition of Poetic Thought draws out the implications of a radically curtailed view of
consciousness on how we understand the drafting and revision of lines of poetry, with implications
for our theorisation of the composition of prose. Henrich von Kleist’s assertion that “it is not we, but
a certain condition of ours which knows” emerges as central to this reassessment of the nature of
the written word. Employing an extensive archive of interview materials with major Anglophone
poets, discussing how they think in the moments of composition, this book also provides a lucid
account of the links between poetic composition and live performative thinking in the contexts of
Romantic compositional practice and the early (pre)textual history of ancient Greek epic. A
transdisciplinary study at the crossroads of philosophy, cognitive psychology, literary studies, and
linguistics, this book reconceptualizes the wellsprings of poetic thought and advances our
understanding of thinking’s complex but vital link to improvised speech.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: I'm a Stranger Here Myself Bill Bryson, 2008-05-13 A
classic from the New York Times bestselling author of A Walk in the Woods and The Body. After
living in Britain for two decades, Bill Bryson recently moved back to the United States with his
English wife and four children (he had read somewhere that nearly 3 million Americans believed
they had been abducted by aliens—as he later put it, it was clear my people needed me). They were
greeted by a new and improved America that boasts microwave pancakes, twenty-four-hour
dental-floss hotlines, and the staunch conviction that ice is not a luxury item. Delivering the brilliant
comic musings that are a Bryson hallmark, I'm a Stranger Here Myself recounts his sometimes
disconcerting reunion with the land of his birth. The result is a book filled with hysterical scenes of
one man's attempt to reacquaint himself with his own country, but it is also an extended if at times
bemused love letter to the homeland he has returned to after twenty years away.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Essential Cataloguing J. H. Bowman, 2003 This book is
designed for library school students, beginning cataloguers, and any information professionals who
find they have to be cataloguers and have forgotten how.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: From Here to Tierra Del Fuego Paul Magee, 2000 Reading
these self-superior texts through the theories and commentaries of Karl Marx, Sigmund Freud,
Walter Benjamin, Michael Taussig, Theodor Adorno, and others, Magee explores the West's
obsession with seeing its commodities, from Coke bottles to cakes of Pears' Soap, as objects of
native fascination and fetishism..
  bill bryson neither here nor there: The Global Nomad Greg Richards, Julie Wilson,
2004-01-01 Backpackers have shifted from the margins of the travel industry into the global
spotlight. This volume explores the international backpacker phenomenon, drawing together
different disciplinary perspectives on its meaning, impact and significance. Links are drawn between
theory and practice, setting backpacking in its wider social, cultural and economic context.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Lexical Priming Michael Hoey, 2012-10-12 Lexical



Priming proposes a radical new theory of the lexicon, which amounts to a completely new theory of
language based on how words are used in the real world. Here they are not confined to the
definitions given to them in dictionaries but instead interact with other words in common patterns of
use. Using concrete statistical evidence from a corpus of newspaper English, but also referring to
travel writing and literary text, the author argues that words are 'primed' for use through our
experience with them, so that everything we know about a word is a product of our encounters with
it. This knowledge explains how speakers of a language succeed in being fluent, creative and
natural.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Corpus-Based Translation Studies Alet Kruger, Kim
Wallmach, Jeremy Munday, 2011-06-16 This is a collection of leading research within corpus-based
translation studies (CTS). CTS is now recognized as a major paradigm that has transformed analysis
within the discipline of translation studies. It can be defined as the use of corpus linguistic
technologies to inform and elucidate the translation process, something that is increasingly
accessible through advances in computer technology. The book pulls together a wide range of
perspectives from respected authors in the field. All the chapters deal with the implementation of
the basic concepts and methodologies, providing the reader with practical tools for their own
research. The book addresses key issues in corpus analysis, including online corpora and corpus
construction, and covers both translation and interpreting. The authors look at various languages
and utilize a variety of approaches, qualitative and quantitative, reflecting the breadth of the field
and providing many valuable examples of the methodology at work.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Bill Bryson Scott P. Richert, Carmen Bredeson,
2011-01-15 A biography of writer Bill Bryson that describes his era, major works, and life.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Autoethnographic Perspectives on Multilingual Life
Stories Hancı-Azizoglu, Eda Başak, Şahinkarakaş, Şehnaz, Tannacito, Dan J., 2022-05-13
Storytelling is an ideal avenue for language learners to share their experiences and journeys and
find a sense of identity. Everyone who has learned an additional language has a story to tell, but
there is a unique type of autoethnographic and linguistic story that can be read in scholarly
platforms. Autoethnographic Perspectives on Multilingual Life Stories presents the life stories of
multilingual people and their experiences by using autoethnography as a research method. It
proposes narrative as an autobiographical research method that provides the technique and
opportunity to express how transnationals construct their identities in foreign and new contexts
through partial or full life stories. Covering topics such as identity, life stories, and self-discovery,
this reference work is ideal for academicians, researchers, scholars, practitioners, instructors, and
students.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Quicklet on Bill Bryson's Shakespeare Britt Keller,
2012-04-04 ABOUT THE BOOK Armed with colorful paintings, drawings, portraits, documents and
photographs, Bryson creates a playful narration and careful examination of the elusive, ever-famous
playwright in Shakespeare: The Illustrated And Updated Edition. Published in 2009, the book pays
homage to William Shakespeares continued and remarkable relevance, especially as his history is
rewritten once again. Bryson originally published in the Fall of 2007 as William Shakespeare: The
World As Stage soon became obsolete as a result of a few exciting discoveries: revelation of a
portrait, the unearthing of Londons earliest theater in Shoreditch, and rediscovery of missing copy
of an original First Folio from the Durham University Library. As such, Bryson was prompted to
create a new, updated edition. MEET THE AUTHOR With a wide variety of interests, Britt enjoys
writing on any number of topics in order to share her understanding and perspective with others.
She went to school for design, but has lately become more interested in reading, writing, and
philosophy. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK Richard Plantagenet Temple Nugent Brydges Chandos
Grenvilles earlier life was rather uneventful. The second Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, he
fathered an illegitimate child in Italy, spoke here and there in Houses of Parliament, and became
interested in plumbing. After inheriting his money, titles, and estates in 1839, he managed to lose
every last bit within nine years. Leaving his estate to the creditors, a grand auction was held, one



item selling for 355 guineas that would come to be known as the Chandos Portraitsupposedly of
Shakespeare. While the authenticity is dubious, according to curator Dr. Tanya Cooper, we know its
from the correct period. The implications of his earring are bohemian, combined with a sign of
prosperitythe black clothing. Being the only portrait that may have been done from life, well never
know for sure after such passage of time with no documentation of provenance. However, we also
have the copperplate engraving from his collected works from 1623, the First Folio. The artist,
Martin Droeshout, created the portrait seven years after Shakespeares death. The third likeness is
that of the statue where he is buried at Holy Trinity Church in Stratford-upon-Avon, executed by
mason Gheerart Janssen, also in 1623. Between these three portraits we have an idea of how
Shakespeare may have appeared, but that we dont really know what he looked like, which parallels
our unclear understanding of his life as well. CHAPTER OUTLINE Quicklet on Bill Bryson's
Shakespeare + About the Book: The Illustrated And Updated Edition + About Bill Bryson + Overall
Summary + Chapter-by-Chapter Commentary & Summary + ...and much more
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Oxford Dictionary of Humorous Quotations Ned Sherrin,
2008-09-25 This hilarious collection of humorous quotations, full of wisecracks and wit, snappy
comments and inspired fantasy, has been specially compiled by the late broadcaster and raconteur
Ned Sherrin, with a foreword by leading British satirist, Alistair Beaton. Now packed with even more
quotes and covering more subjects than before, from Weddings to the Supernatural, Australia to
Headlines. Find the best lines from your favourite jokesters and wordsmiths, add that extra
something to a speech or presentation, or just enjoy a good laugh. 'A chair is a piece of furniture. I
am not a chair because no one has ever sat on me.' Ann Widdecombe on the announcement that
Parliamentary language will now be gender-neutral. 'No wonder Bob Geldof is such an expert on
famine. He's been feeding off 'I don't like Mondays' for 30 years.' Russell Brand On deciding to run
for governor of California: 'The most difficult decision I've ever made in my entire life, except for the
one in 1978 when I decided to get a bikini wax.' Arnold Schwarzenegger 'Wanting to know an author
because you like his work is like wanting to know a duck because you like p--acirc--;t--eacute--;.'
Margaret Atwood 'I am so sorry. We have to stop there. I have just come to the end of my
personality.' Quentin Crisp, closing down an interview
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Quicklet on Bill Bryson's A Short History of Nearly
Everything (CliffNotes-like Summary) Nicole Cipri, 2012-02-24 ABOUT THE BOOK In his
introduction to A Short History of Nearly Everything, author Bill Bryson describes a childhood
experience common to many of us: a brief infatuation with science, with all its potential and
possibility. For Bryson, it was inspired by a textbook’s cut-away illustration of the interior strata of
the Earth, with the molten core at the center. For myself, it was a children’s biography of Jacques
Cousteau. Excited by the nearly endless prospects of science, the questions that could finally satisfy
a child’s curiosity, we both reached for more books, and found our budding passions firmly squashed
by an impenetrable wall of unfathomable writing. As Bryson writes in his introduction, “there
seemed to be a mystifying universal conspiracy among textbook authors to make certain the material
they dealt with never strayed too near the realm of the mildly interesting.” Bryson wrote A Short
History of Nearly Everything as an antidote to the dry-as-dust science tomes that weigh down
students’ backpacks. It is a layman’s love song to science, to its strange history and stranger
characters. Published in 2003, it has been become a popular addition to the popular science genre.
MEET THE AUTHOR Nicole Cipri is a restless wanderer and passionate writer. A graduate of the
Evergreen State School in Olympia, WA, Nicole has since written about such varied topics as modern
urban farming, the role of glitterbombing as political theater, and the economic impacts of natural
disasters. You can follow her adventures on Twitter, @nicolecipri. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK
Drama abounded in the 19th century. After the discovery of the first dinosaur fossil in 1784, and
with subsequent uncovering of massive bones that belonged to other extinct species, there was an
uncomfortable public debate concerning extinctions. Why, after all, would an omniscient God create
species of animals only to casually wipe them out? Throughout history, the sciences have routinely
butted heads with the Church, a trend that continues today. From geology and paleontology, Bryson



moves to chemistry. With its origins in the enigmatic studies of alchemy, chemistry evolved along its
own strange path. Bryson tells one exemplifying story, in which an amateur alchemist became
convinced the he could distill gold from human urine. “The similarity of color,” Bryson explains,
“seems to have been a factor in his conclusion.” In an attempt to prove his hypothesis, the man
collected fifty buckets of human urine, which he kept in his cellar. After a few months, the man
noted, the substance in the buckets began to glow or explode into flames when exposed to air. He
had failed in distilling gold from urine, but he had succeeded in creating phosphorous. Buy a copy to
keep reading!
  bill bryson neither here nor there: GCSE English for AQA B John Law, David Stone, 2002
Matching the AQA/B specification, this text aims to help students develop the skills needed for the
AQA/B GCSE English exam. It includes exam practice questions with guidance on how to answer
them.
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Quicklet on Bill Bryson's Notes From a Small Island
(CliffNotes-like Summary) Vivian Wagner, 2012-02-29 ABOUT THE BOOK Bill Bryson’s Notes
from a Small Island is a quirky, funny book filled with amazing and intriguing details about Britain. I
love this book, just as I love all of Bryson’s writing. It reminds me of the first book I read by him – A
Walk in the Woods – because it, too, is a travel story that has him ambling around the countryside
and reporting his observations. In fact, he has such a likable voice and an engaging manner that he
could walk around the block and still make it fun to read. That’s the wonderful thing about Bryson,
and it’s why I love him. He has a wry sense of humor that makes anything interesting, funny, and
endearing, and this book about Britain is no exception. You’ll read it and laugh, and at the same time
you’ll learn a lot about this country, its history, its politics, and its people. You’ll also learn a lot
about Bryson himself, and that’s enjoyable, as well. The thing about Bryson is that he sees
everything through the lens of his own perspective, but that personal perspective never obscures the
subject that he’s looking at. The more you learn about him, the more you understand his take on his
subject matter. That is exactly what happens in Notes from a Small Island. MEET THE AUTHOR
professional writer Vivian Wagner has wide-ranging interests, from technology and business to
music and motorcycles. She writes features regularly for ECT News Network, and her work has also
appeared in American Profile, Entrepreneur, Bluegrass Unlimited, and many other publications. She
is also the author of Fiddle: One Woman, Four Strings, and 8,000 Miles of Music (Citadel 2010). For
more about her, visit her website at www.vivianwagner.net. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK Notes from
a Small Island was published in 1997 as a kind of love story about the country Bryson was getting
ready to leave. It’s told as a travel narrative, and in order to write it as such, he travels around the
country as a tourist, trying to see it with fresh eyes after having lived there for a number of years as
a resident. The book opens with him arriving in England via Calais, just as he arrived years before,
and it continues by following him on his journey through the country. As Publisher’s Weekly says in a
review of the book, “his trenchant, witty and detailed observations of life in a variety of towns and
villages will delight Anglophiles. Traveling only on public transportation and hiking whenever
possible, Bryson wandered along the coast through Bournemouth and neighboring villages that
reinforced his image of Britons as a people who rarely complain and are delighted by such small
pleasures as a good tea. In Liverpool, the author's favorite English city, he visited the Merseyside
Maritime Museum to experience its past as a great port. Interweaving descriptions of landscapes
and everyday encounters with shopkeepers, pub customers and fellow travelers, Bryson shares what
he loves best about the idiosyncrasies of everyday English life in this immensely entertaining travel
memoir.” Buy a copy to keep reading!
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Europe , 2000
  bill bryson neither here nor there: Books Out Loud , 2007
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