big history from the big bang to the present

**Big History from the Big Bang to the Present: A Journey Through Time and Space**

big history from the big bang to the present is a fascinating exploration of everything that has
ever happened—from the very origin of the universe to the complex civilizations we see today. It's a
grand narrative that combines insights from astronomy, geology, biology, anthropology, and history
to reveal how the cosmos, Earth, life, and humanity are all connected. Understanding this sweeping
story not only satisfies our curiosity but also helps us appreciate our place in the vast timeline of
existence.

The Birth of the Universe: The Big Bang and Cosmic
Evolution

The story of big history from the big bang to the present begins roughly 13.8 billion years ago with
the Big Bang. This event wasn’t an explosion in space but rather an expansion of space itself from an
incredibly hot, dense state. In the first moments after the Big Bang, the universe underwent rapid
inflation, cooling as it expanded, allowing fundamental particles and forces to emerge.

From Quarks to Atoms

Within the first few minutes, protons, neutrons, and electrons formed, eventually combining to create
simple atoms like hydrogen and helium. These primordial elements set the stage for everything that
followed. Over hundreds of millions of years, gravity pulled clouds of gas together, forming the first
stars and galaxies.

The Formation of Stars and Galaxies

Stars are the universe’s furnaces, forging heavier elements through nuclear fusion. When massive
stars exhaust their fuel, they explode as supernovae, scattering these elements into space. This
cosmic recycling enriched the universe with the building blocks for planets and life.

Our Solar System and the Formation of Earth

About 4.6 billion years ago, a giant molecular cloud collapsed under gravity, giving birth to our Sun
and the surrounding planets. Earth formed from debris orbiting the new star, initially as a molten
mass that gradually cooled into a solid crust.



Early Earth and the Hadean Eon

During the Hadean Eon, Earth’s surface was hostile, marked by volcanic activity, frequent impacts
from space debris, and a toxic atmosphere. Yet, it was during this chaotic period that the planet
began to develop the conditions necessary for life, including liquid water.

The Rise of the Atmosphere and Oceans

Volcanic outgassing and comet impacts contributed gases that formed Earth’s early atmosphere. As
the planet cooled, water vapor condensed to form the oceans, creating a cradle for the emergence of
life.

The Origins and Evolution of Life on Earth

Life's beginnings are still shrouded in mystery, but evidence suggests that simple, single-celled
organisms appeared around 3.5 to 4 billion years ago. These microscopic life forms paved the way for
the incredible diversity of life that followed.

From Microbes to Multicellular Organisms

For billions of years, life remained microscopic. Then, around 600 million years ago, multicellular
organisms started to appear. This shift allowed for greater complexity and specialization, eventually
leading to plants, animals, and fungi.

The Cambrian Explosion: A Burst of Biodiversity

Approximately 540 million years ago, the Cambrian Explosion marked a rapid increase in the variety
of life forms, including the first animals with hard shells and complex body structures. This event set
the foundation for modern ecosystems.

The Emergence of Humans and Human Civilization

Fast forward to a relatively recent chapter in big history from the big bang to the present—the
appearance of Homo sapiens around 300,000 years ago. Our species’ journey from hunter-gatherers
to builders of complex societies is one of adaptation, innovation, and cultural evolution.

Human Evolution and Cognitive Revolution



Human ancestors went through a long process of evolution, developing larger brains and advanced
tool-making skills. The Cognitive Revolution, about 70,000 years ago, enabled humans to
communicate, imagine, and collaborate in unprecedented ways.

The Agricultural Revolution and Settled Societies

Around 12,000 years ago, humans began domesticating plants and animals, leading to the
Agricultural Revolution. This transition from nomadic lifestyles to settled farming communities allowed
populations to grow and complex societies to form.

The Rise of Civilization and Technological Progress

From the first cities in Mesopotamia to the empires of Egypt, China, and beyond, civilizations
developed systems of governance, writing, and trade. Technological innovations like the wheel,
metallurgy, and later, the printing press, transformed human life and culture.

Big History in the Modern Era: Science and Global
Connections

The modern era of big history from the big bang to the present is characterized by rapid scientific
discovery and global interconnectedness. The Enlightenment sparked a new age of reason and
inquiry, leading to breakthroughs in physics, biology, and technology.

Understanding Our Cosmic Origins

Modern cosmology, powered by telescopes and particle accelerators, continues to refine our
understanding of the Big Bang, dark matter, and the fate of the universe. These discoveries deepen
our appreciation of the grand timeline that started it all.

Human Impact on Earth and the Anthropocene

As human societies have expanded, so has their impact on the planet. The Anthropocene, a proposed
geological epoch, marks the profound changes humans have caused, from climate change to
biodiversity loss. Recognizing this era reminds us of our responsibility within the broader story of
Earth’s history.

Looking Forward: The Future of Big History

Big history from the big bang to the present is not just about the past; it also informs our future. By



understanding the interconnectedness of cosmic, biological, and cultural evolution, we can better
navigate challenges like sustainability, technological ethics, and space exploration.

Exploring big history offers a unique lens to view our existence—not as isolated moments, but as part
of a continuous, unfolding narrative. It connects the dots between galaxies forming in the early
universe and the rise of civilizations, showing us that everything is linked in the vast tapestry of time
and space. Whether you're curious about how atoms forged in stars became the elements of life, or
how ancient human innovations shaped today’s world, big history provides a compelling story that
invites everyone to be part of the universe’s ongoing adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Big History?

Big History is an interdisciplinary approach to history that examines the past from the Big Bang to the
present, integrating insights from astronomy, geology, biology, anthropology, and traditional history.

When did the Big Bang occur?

The Big Bang is estimated to have occurred about 13.8 billion years ago, marking the origin of the
universe.

How did the first stars and galaxies form after the Big Bang?

After the Big Bang, the universe cooled, allowing hydrogen and helium gas to condense under gravity,
forming the first stars and galaxies roughly 200 to 400 million years later.

What role does nucleosynthesis play in Big History?

Nucleosynthesis is the process by which new atomic nuclei are created inside stars, producing
elements heavier than hydrogen and helium that are essential for planet formation and life.

When did life first appear on Earth according to Big History?

Life on Earth first appeared around 3.5 to 4 billion years ago, starting with simple single-celled
organisms.

What marks the transition from natural history to human
history in Big History?

The transition is marked by the emergence of Homo sapiens and their ability to create complex
societies, use language, and develop culture, roughly 200,000 to 300,000 years ago.

How does Big History explain the development of agriculture?

Big History situates the development of agriculture about 12,000 years ago as a pivotal moment
when humans began to domesticate plants and animals, leading to settled societies and complex



civilizations.

What is the significance of the Anthropocene in Big History?

The Anthropocene refers to the current geological epoch where human activity has become a
dominant influence on the environment and climate, highlighting humanity's impact on Earth.

How does Big History integrate scientific disciplines with
traditional history?

Big History integrates scientific findings from cosmology, geology, biology, and anthropology with
historical analysis to provide a unified narrative of the past across all scales of time.

Why is Big History important for understanding the present
and future?

Big History helps contextualize human existence within the vast timeline of the universe, fostering a
deeper understanding of our origins, interconnectedness, and the challenges we face today and in the
future.

Additional Resources

**Big History from the Big Bang to the Present: An Analytical Overview**

big history from the big bang to the present offers a sweeping narrative that encompasses the
origins of the universe, the formation of galaxies and planets, the emergence of life on Earth, and the
development of human civilization. This interdisciplinary framework bridges cosmology, geology,
biology, anthropology, and history to trace the interconnected events shaping everything from
subatomic particles to complex societies. By exploring big history, scholars and enthusiasts alike gain
a holistic understanding of the processes that underpin existence itself, while also appreciating the
profound scale of time and change involved.

Understanding Big History: Scope and Significance

Big history is distinguished by its vast temporal and spatial scale, starting approximately 13.8 billion
years ago with the Big Bang — the singular event that created space, time, matter, and energy.
Unlike traditional historical studies focused solely on human activity over millennia, big history
integrates insights from astrophysics, chemistry, evolutionary biology, and social sciences to present
a unified timeline of existence.

This comprehensive approach has gained traction in academic circles and education systems
worldwide, not only for its interdisciplinary richness but also for its capacity to foster a deeper
appreciation of humanity’s place within the cosmos. The discipline underscores themes such as
complexity, emergence, and thresholds of increasing order, revealing how simple beginnings
eventually gave rise to the intricate phenomena experienced today.



The Big Bang: The Beginning of Time and Space

The Big Bang theory remains the cornerstone of modern cosmology, explaining how the universe
expanded from an extremely hot, dense state. Approximately 13.8 billion years ago, this expansion
began, setting the stage for the formation of fundamental particles and forces. Within the first few
minutes, light elements like hydrogen and helium formed through nucleosynthesis, creating the
primordial matter from which stars and galaxies would later emerge.

Key data supporting the Big Bang include the cosmic microwave background radiation—relic radiation
detectable in all directions—and the observed redshift of distant galaxies indicating universal
expansion. These empirical findings align with theoretical models and help benchmark the timeline of
cosmic history.

From Stars to Planets: Formation of Cosmic Structures

Following the Big Bang, the universe entered a phase of gradual cooling that allowed matter to
coalesce under gravity. Over hundreds of millions of years, hydrogen and helium gas clouds collapsed
to form the first stars, initiating nuclear fusion processes that created heavier elements like carbon,
oxygen, and iron. These elements are crucial for planetary formation and life.

Galaxies assembled from star clusters, with our own Milky Way forming around 13.6 billion years ago.
The solar system, including Earth, emerged about 4.6 billion years ago from a protoplanetary disk
orbiting the young Sun. This period marked a crucial threshold in big history, as planetary
environments became viable sites for chemical complexity and eventually biological activity.

Life’s Origins and Evolution on Earth

Life's emergence on Earth is another pivotal milestone in big history from the big bang to the present.
The earliest evidence of life dates back approximately 3.5 to 4 billion years, with simple single-celled
organisms appearing in the primordial oceans. These organisms set the stage for billions of years of
biological evolution, shaped by natural selection and environmental changes.

The Cambrian Explosion and Biodiversity

About 541 million years ago, the Cambrian Explosion marked a dramatic increase in the complexity
and diversity of life forms. Multicellular organisms developed specialized structures and behaviors,
leading to the first ancestors of modern plants, animals, and fungi. This evolutionary leap was enabled
by increasing oxygen levels in the atmosphere and genetic innovations.

Throughout Earth’s history, mass extinctions periodically reset the evolutionary landscape, each time
reshaping biodiversity and paving the way for new dominant species. The last major extinction event,
66 million years ago, famously ended the reign of non-avian dinosaurs and allowed mammals to
flourish.



Human Evolution: From Primates to Civilization

The appearance of Homo sapiens roughly 300,000 years ago represents a significant threshold in big
history. Human evolution involved the development of complex brains, language, and culture,
enabling unprecedented levels of cooperation and adaptation. The cognitive revolution, occurring
approximately 70,000 years ago, allowed humans to create abstract ideas, art, and technology.

The agricultural revolution around 12,000 years ago marked another major transformation by shifting
societies from hunter-gatherer lifestyles to settled farming communities. This transition led to
surpluses in food production, population growth, and the rise of cities and states. Over millennia,
human civilizations expanded their technological capabilities, social structures, and global
interactions, shaping the modern world.

Interconnections and Contemporary Relevance

Big history from the big bang to the present is not merely a chronological recounting but an
exploration of causal relationships and emergent phenomena. It highlights how fundamental physical
laws govern cosmic evolution, how geological processes influence biological systems, and how
cultural innovations impact societal development.

Understanding this continuum offers valuable perspectives on current challenges, such as climate
change, resource management, and technological ethics. Recognizing humanity as a product of

cosmic evolution encourages stewardship of the planet and a long-term view of progress and
sustainability.

Advantages of the Big History Framework

* Integrative Perspective: Combines multiple scientific disciplines, fostering comprehensive
education and research.

e Enhanced Critical Thinking: Encourages analysis of complex systems and interconnected
causes.

» Global Context: Promotes awareness of shared origins, reducing ethnocentrism and
enhancing cooperation.

e Long-Term Vision: Supports sustainable decision-making by situating human actions within
deep time.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its strengths, big history faces challenges, including:



e Complexity of Content: Integrating diverse fields can be overwhelming for learners.

e Speculative Elements: Early universe and origins of life involve hypotheses that are difficult
to verify.

e Balance of Detail: Risk of oversimplifying or overgeneralizing to fit large narratives.

Nonetheless, ongoing research and pedagogical innovations continue to refine the approach,
broadening its applicability.

The narrative of big history from the big bang to the present illuminates the extraordinary journey
from the universe’s inception to the intricacies of modern life. By examining this grand timeline, we
gain a richer understanding of the forces shaping reality and the delicate interplay of chance and
necessity that has culminated in the world we inhabit today.

Big History From The Big Bang To The Present

big history from the big bang to the present: Big History Cynthia Stokes Brown, 2007 An
epic for our time, Big History begins when the universe is no more than a single point the size of an
atom, squeezed together in unimaginable density, and ends with a 21st century planet inhabited by
6.1 billion people. It's a story that takes in prehistoric geology, human evolution, the agrarian age,
the Black Death, the voyages of Columbus, the industrial revolution, and global warming; it
represents a new kind of history, one which skillfully interweaves historical knowledge and
cutting-edge science.

big history from the big bang to the present: Big History[Jfrom the Big Bang to the Present
Cynthia Stokes Brown, 2024-12-05 Traditional Chinese edition of Big History[JFrom the Big Bang to
the Present

big history from the big bang to the present: Big History, Small World Cynthia Stokes
Brown, 2016-12-30 The newest way to think about the universe becomes engaging and personal in
Big History, Small World: From the Big Bang to You by Cynthia Stokes Brown. Her clear
introduction to big history, divided into eight thresholds of time, is the perfect starting point for any
reader intrigued by this rich blend of history and science. Big History, Small World is also the first
book about big history specifically designed to be used in high school courses and with the free
curriculum available from the Big History Project cofounded by Bill Gates and David Christian. Big
History, Small World is organized into twelve chapters. In the first chapter, Brown discusses the
scientific method. In the last chapter she discusses the different ways people interpret big history
and find meaning in it. The other ten chapters are based on eight major turning points, or
thresholds, in the cosmic story. One threshold, the emergence of life, gets two chapters, while a
discussion of the future fills chapter eleven. This book is not formatted as a traditional textbook,
although it can easily be used as one. Each chapter has questions on the frontier of knowledge, as
well as suggestions of how the content applies directly to the reader, to answer the perennial
question: “Why do I have to learn this?” There are illustrations, charts, diagrams, a glossary and
timeline, and short biographies of scientists and historians who have been influential in developing
big history. Cynthia Stokes Brown has taught world history in high-school and trained high-school
teachers at Dominican University of California, where she piloted big history courses and helped


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/big-history-from-the-big-bang-to-the-present.pdf

initiate the big history program now required for all freshmen. She is the author of the
general-interest book on big history, Big History: From the Big Bang to the Present (New York: New
Press, 2nd ed. 2012) and also wrote a university-level textbook with David Christian and Craig
Benjamin, Big History: Between Nothing and Everything (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2014). She is a
founding member of the International Big History Association and associate editor of its publication,
Origins.

big history from the big bang to the present: The Late Eocene Earth Christian Koeberl,
Alessandro Montanari, 2009 The Late Eocene and the Eocene-Oligocene (E-O) transition mark the
most profound oceanographic and climatic changes of the past 50 million years of Earth history,
with cooling beginning in the middle Eocene and culminating in the major earliest Oligocene Oi-1
isotopic event. The Late Eocene is characterized by an accelerated global cooling, with a sharp
temperature drop near the E-O boundary, and significant stepwise floral and faunal turnovers. These
global climate changes are commonly attributed to the expansion of the Antarctic ice cap following
its gradual isolation from other continental masses. However, multiple extraterrestrial bolide
impacts, possibly related to a comet shower that lasted more than 2 million years, may have played
an important role in deteriorating the global climate at that time. This book provides an up-to-date
review of what happened on Earth at the end of the Eocene Epoch.

big history from the big bang to the present: Big History and the Future of Humanity
Fred Spier, 2015-03-04 big history and the future of humanity This remains the best single attempt
to theorize big history as a discipline that can link core concepts and paradigms across all historical
disciplines, from cosmology to geology, from biology to human history. With additional and updated
material, the Second Edition also offers a fine introduction to the history of big history and a superb
introductory survey to the big history story. Essential reading for anyone interested in a rapidly
evolving new field of scholarship that links the sciences and the humanities into a modern,
science-based origin story. —David Christian, Macquarie University Notable for its theoretic
approach, this new Second Edition is both an indispensable contribution to the emerging big history
narrative and a powerful university textbook. Spier defines words carefully and recognizes the limits
of current knowledge, aspects of his own clear thinking. —Cynthia Brown, Emerita, Dominican
University of California Reflecting the latest theories in the sciences and humanities, this new
edition of Big History and the Future of Humanity presents an accessible and original overview of
the entire sweep of history from the origins of the universe and life on Earth up to the present day.
Placing the relatively brief period of human history within a much broader framework - one that
considers everything from vast galaxy clusters to the tiniest sub-atomic particles - big history is an
innovative theoretical approach that opens up entirely new multidisciplinary research agendas.
Noted historian Fred Spier reveals how a thorough examination of patterns of complexity can offer
richer insights into what the future may have in store for humanity. The second edition includes new
learning features, such as highlighted scientific concepts, an illustrative timeline and comprehensive
glossary. By exploring the cumulative history from the Big Bang to the modern day, Big History and
the Future of Humanity, Second Edition, sheds important historical light on where we have been -
and offers a tantalizing glimpse of what lies ahead.

big history from the big bang to the present: BIG HIST TIMELINE POSTERBOOK
Christopher Lloyd, 2017-07-05 JOURNEY THROUGH the incredible 13.7 billion-year story of the
entire history of the world from the Big Bang to the present day on a laminated 10-foot timeline
wallchart. Ever wondered what on earth was going on at the time of Henry VIII? Follow your
curiosity and see what else was happening at the time: Martin Luther is protesting against the Pope,
Columbus has navigated his way to the Americas, Copernicus is expounding his radical theory about
the universe, and the Incas are inhabiting their summer palace called Machu Picchu! This giant
edition is specially designed to be unfolded and stuck up on a wall and makes a spectacular display
for any library, bedroom, classroom, or anywhere curious people dwell. What on Earth? Posterbooks
are fully laminated for extra durability and are easy to mount on a wall.

big history from the big bang to the present: Science, Religion and Deep Time Lowell



Gustafson, Barry Rodrigue, David Blanks, 2022-07-05 This book examines the meaning of religion
within the scientific, evidence-based history of our known past since the big bang. While our current
major religions are only centuries or millennia old, our volume discusses the origins and
development of human religious practice and belief over our species’ existence of 300,000 years.
The volume also connects the scientific approach to natural and social history with ancient truths of
our religious ancestors using new lines of inquiry, new technologies, new modes of expression, and
new concepts. It brings together insights of natural scientists, social scientists, philosophers,
writers, and theologians to discuss narratives of the universe. The essays discuss that to apprehend
religion scientifically, or to interpret and explain science theologically, the subject must be examined
through a variety of disciplinary lenses simultaneously and raise several theoretical, philosophical,
and moral problems. With a singular investigation into the meaning of religion in the context of the
13.8 billion-year history of our universe, this book will be indispensable for scholars and students of
religious studies, big history, sociology and social anthropology, philosophy, and science and
technology studies.

big history from the big bang to the present: Kondrarieff waves Brian ]J. L. Berry, Leonid
E. Grinin, Andrey V. Korotayev, Philippe Jourdon, Lucas Bernard, Aleksandr V. Gevorkyan, Tom
Palley, Willi Semmler, William R. Thompson, Arno Tausch, Denis ]. Dean, Euel Elliott, Jonas Van
Vossole, Peter Herrmann, Stephen I. Ternyik, Leo Nefiodow, Simone Nefiodow, Anton L. Grinin,
Valentina M. Bondarenko, Nikolai D. Kondratieff, Barry K. Gills, Robert A. Denemark, 2015-05-29 In
the period from the 1920s to 1930s the theory of economic cycles underwent dramatic changes. Due
to the research of such famous economists as Nikolay Kondratieff, Joseph Kitchin, Wesley Mitchell,
Simon Kuznets, and Joseph Schumpeter the idea of a whole system of economic cycles (with
characteristic periods between two and sixty years) was developed. The idea of a system of
intertwined economic cycles is nowadays paramount to the school of evolutionary economics and its
development promises rather interesting future outcomes. That is why this issue of our ‘Kondratieff
Waves’ Yearbook is devoted to the interconnections between various economic cycles. As to the
subtitle of this volume, one should note that many of the contributors refer to the system of cycles
and the fact that real economic cycles make up a system, whereas among different types of cycles,
the Juglar, Kuznets, and Kondratieff cycles are the most important ones for the present-day
economic dynamics. Although Kondratieff himself considered long waves as above all an economic
phenomenon, the theory of the long waves became, however, very actively developed in connection
with their political and geopolitical aspects. In this Yearbook, the political aspect of Kondratieff
waves is the subject of several articles in the second section. The last section of this Yearbook is
devoted to the heritage of Kondratieff and other prominent economists. The year 2015 marks the
150th anniversary of the outstanding Russian economist, one of the most prominent researchers of
medium-term economic cycles, Mikhail Tugan-Baranovsky, and the volume is concluded with
Kondratieff's article about him. Concerning 2015, we should mention another anniversary, namely,
30 years since the death of Simon Kuznets (1901-1985). This edition will be useful for economists,
social scientists, as well as for a wide range of those interested in the problems of the past, present,
and future of global economy and globalization.

big history from the big bang to the present: The Routledge Companion to Animal-Human
History Hilda Kean, Philip Howell, 2018-09-03 The Routledge Companion to Animal-Human History
provides an up-to-date guide for the historian working within the growing field of animal-human
history. Giving a sense of the diversity and interdisciplinary nature of the field, cutting-edge
contributions explore the practices of and challenges posed by historical studies of animals and
animal-human relationships. Divided into three parts, the Companion takes both a theoretical and
practical approach to a field that is emerging as a prominent area of study. Animals and the Practice
of History considers established practices of history, such as political history, public history and
cultural memory, and how animal-human history can contribute to them. Problems and Paradigms
identifies key historiographical issues to the field with contributors considering the challenges posed
by topics such as agency, literature, art and emotional attachment. The final section, Themes and



Provocations, looks at larger themes within the history of animal-human relationships in more depth,
with contributions covering topics that include breeding, war, hunting and eating. As it is
increasingly recognised that nonhuman actors have contributed to the making of history, The
Routledge Companion to Animal-Human History provides a timely and important contribution to the
scholarship on animal-human history and surrounding debates.

big history from the big bang to the present: Hormones and Reality John S. Torday,
2022-04-08 Cellular-molecular approach to evolution has led to radical changes in our
understanding of biologic principles ranging from the Cell, to the Life Cycle, Development,
Homeostasis, Senescence/Aging, Heterochrony, Pleiotropy, Phenotype, and perhaps the purpose of
life itself. Much of this new way of thinking about biology and medicine emanates from experimental
evidence for epigenetic inheritance. This leads one to question whether our unicellular state is the
actual primary level of selection. One particular system that is now recognized as being under the
auspices of epigenetic inheritance is the endocrine system, which is conventionally thought to
regulate physiologic homeostasis. However, because the sex hormones play such a major role in
behaviors related to the acquisition of epigenetic data, and the processing of such epigenetic data by
the gonads during meiosis, their role in the evolution of the organism become tractable. The
composite of the activities of the individual over the course of its lifetime can now be understood
causally, resulting from the orchestration of its physiology by hormones, prenatally, postnatally and
during the aging process, across the entire life span of the organism. Specific behaviors over the
course of the life cycle during childhood, adolescence, puberty, adulthood and aging can now be
understood mechanistically rather than merely as milestones in the various stages of life. With the
above considerations in mind, this book presents the cellular-evolutionary perspective towards the
relationship of the organism with its surroundings, human and non-human alike renders biology and
medicine a continuum instead of fragmented, un-related anecdotes.

big history from the big bang to the present: Whose History: Essays in Perception
Caroline Ellwood, 2016-06-21 Today, more than ever, students and teachers should be better able to
address questions of perspective with more original sources at their fingertips. Whose History?
raises and addresses important questions about how history is perceived, not only through aspects
of historiography but by teachers deciding how and what to teach in this modern world. A wide
range of respected contributors with a vast experience in education cover topics such as: Coming to
terms with the past: Germany's changing view of the Second World War; Dangerous interpretations
in post conflict history teaching; and Is the past such a foreign country? Rediscovering history as a
way to understanding the micropolitics of the present. Contributors include: Dinos Aristidou;
Richard Caston; Dr Richard Caffyn; Dr Rebecca Conway; Malcolm Davis; Dr Caroline Ellwood; Terry
Haywood; Dr Walther Hetzer; Jack Higginson; Dr Siva Kumari; Roger Moorhouse; Professor Olukoya
Ogen; Dr Malcolm Pritchard; Dr Rauni Rasanen; Paul Regan

big history from the big bang to the present: This Fleeting World David Christian, 2008 A
great historian can make clear the connections between the first Homo sapiens and today's version
of the species, and a great storyteller can make those connections come alive. David Christian is
both, and This Fleeting World: A Short History of Humanity, makes the journey--from the earliest
foraging era to the agrarian era to our own modern era--a fascinating one. Ready to help your
students give up their preconceptions that anything old is probably boring? Enter This Fleeting
World.--From publisher description.

big history from the big bang to the present: Kondratieff Waves: Dimensions and Prospects
at the Dawn of the 21st Century Leonid Grinin, Tessaleno Devezas, Andrey Korotayev, 2012-05-30
Kondratieff waves constitute a sort of mystery that has been haunting economic and social
researchers for almost a century. Why do we observe such regularity in the long-term behavior of
economic and non-economic indicators? Why in certain periods do we observe prolonged upswings,
whereas in other periods - notwithstanding all the enormous efforts of interested macroeconomic
actors - economic development is accompanied by prolonged depressions? What gets out of order in
social and economic mechanisms? Since the seminal works published by Kondratieff, a number of



outstanding researchers have made significant contributions to our understanding of the possible
factors affecting and provoking long-term fluctuations of human economic affairs. On the other
hand, it has become more and more clear that K-waves influence many social-related processes.
However, nobody appears to have found yet an entirely satisfactory solution of ‘Kondratieff's
mystery’, and it continues to attract researchers. That is why we have decided to try to unite the
forces of such researchers around the new almanac. This first issue offers a wide panorama of views
on the Kondratieff waves' phenomenon; here one can also find information on Kondratieff’s life and
works. This edition will be useful for economists, social scientists, as well as for a wide circle of
those interested in the problems of the past, present, and future of world economics and
globalization.

big history from the big bang to the present: Globalization and Global Citizenship Irene
Langran, Tammy Birk, 2016-06-10 Globalization and Global Citizenship examines the meaning and
realities of global citizenship as a manifestation of recent trends in globalization. In an
interdisciplinary approach, the chapters outline and analyse the most significant dimensions of
global citizenship, including transnational, historical, and cultural variations in its practice; foreign
and domestic policy influences; and its impact on personal identities. The contributions ask and
explore questions that are of immediate relevance for today’s scholars, including: How does
globalization in its current form present a new set of challenges for states, non-state actors, and
individual citizens? How has globalization diminished, expanded, or complicated notions of
citizenship? What rights could exist outside the context of state sovereignty? How can social
accountability be imagined beyond the borders of towns, cities, or states? What forms of political
representational legitimacy could be productive on the global level? When is it useful, possible or
desirable for individuals to identify with global political communities? Drawing together a broad
range of contributors and cutting edge research the volume offers chapters that seek to reflect the
full spectrum of approaches and topics, providing a valuable resource which highlights the value of
an extended and thoughtful study of the idea and practice of global citizenship within a broader
consideration of the processes of globalization. It will be of great use to graduates and scholars of
international relations, sociology, and global studies/affairs, as well as globalization.

big history from the big bang to the present: Architects of World History Kenneth R. Curtis,
Jerry H. Bentley, 2014-02-05 Architects of World History presents an innovative collection of original
essays by leading scholars associated with World History, exploring through intellectual
autobiography the ideas, challenges, and inspirations that are shaping the field Features original,
accessible contributions from pioneering scholars in the field Offers insights into the process of
developing a workable world history research topic and the experience of professional life as a world
historian. Points to methodological challenges; the scholar’s current research agenda in relation to
the development of world history; and future directions anticipated for key areas within world
history

big history from the big bang to the present: Edwards the Exegete Douglas A. Sweeney,
2017 Scholars have long recognized that Jonathan Edwards loved the Bible. But preoccupation with
his role in Western public life and letters has resulted in a failure to see the significance of his
biblical exegesis. Douglas A. Sweeney offers the first comprehensive history of Edwards'
interpretation of the Bible.

big history from the big bang to the present: The History Manifesto Joanna Guldi, David
Armitage, 2014-10-02 A call to arms to historians and everyone interested in history in
contemporary society. This title is also available as Open Access.

big history from the big bang to the present: Read On...History Tina Frolund, 2013-10-21
Make history come alive! This book helps librarians and teachers as well as readers themselves find
books they will enjoy—titles that will animate and explain the past, entertain, and expand their
minds. This invaluable resource offers reading lists of contemporary and classic non-fiction history
books and historical fiction, covering all time periods throughout the world, and including practically
all manner of human endeavors. Every book included is hand-selected as an entertaining and




enlightening read! Organized by appeal characteristics, this book will help readers zero in on the
history books they will like best—for instance, titles that emphasize character, tell a specific type of
historical story, convey a mood, or are presented in a particular setting. Every book listed has been
recommended based on the author's research, and has proved to be a satisfying and worthwhile
read.

big history from the big bang to the present: Evolutionary History in Theological
Perspective Mario Anthony Russo, 2024-06-10 Evolutionary History in Theological Perspective:
Exploring the Scientific Story of the Cosmos develops a new theological interpretation of
evolutionary history. Exploring both secular and theological interpretations of evolutionary history,
this new interpretation hinges on the similarities between individual redemption and the
eschatological story of cosmic redemption as mediated by the Holy Spirit throughout evolutionary
history. This new lens is then applied to relevant questions raised by the evolutionary process
(especially suffering), and helps overcome the current shortcomings of contemporary interpretations
of evolutionary history.

big history from the big bang to the present: The Third Law of Evolution and The Future of
Life Gerard A. J. M. Jagers op Akkerhuis, 2024-11-25 This book offers a step-by-step introduction to
an integrated theory of physical and biological evolution, from the early universe to the world we
know today. To this end, the well-known laws of variation and selection are supplemented by a third
law. This law describes the increase in complexity based on the transitions from quarks to hadrons,
to atoms, to molecules, to bacteria, to eukaryotic cells, and so on. These insights revolutionize
existing theoretical frameworks for analyzing organization in nature, accelerating developments in
natural philosophy. In this way, the author develops a basic framework for thinking about evolution,
which can be applied to current debates in various research fields. For example, the new approach
finally helps to find the systems-based definitions of organism and life that have been sought for so
long. By extrapolating the framework one can even hypothesize about future evolution and our place
as humans in it. An exciting read for both philosophers and scientists.
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