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Aphra Behn The Disappointment Analysis: Exploring Themes, Characters, and Literary Significance

aphra behn the disappointment analysis opens a fascinating window into one of the earliest works of English
literature that boldly addresses themes of love, gender, and societal expectations through a witty and
satirical lens. Aphra Behn, often celebrated as one of the first professional female writers in England, uses her
poem "The Disappointment" to challenge prevailing norms and offer a candid exploration of sexual politics in
the Restoration period. In this article, we will delve deeply into the layers of Behn’s poem, uncovering its
thematic richness, stylistic features, and historical context to understand why "The Disappointment" remains a
significant piece for literary scholars and enthusiasts alike.

Understanding Aphra Behn and Her Literary Context

Before we dive into the poem itself, it’s crucial to understand who Aphra Behn was and the environment in which
she wrote. Living in the late 17th century, Behn was a trailblazer—writing plays, poetry, and prose at a time
when female authorship was often frowned upon or outright dismissed. Her boldness in addressing topics like
female desire and autonomy marked her as a revolutionary figure.

Behn’s works often reflect the tensions of the Restoration era, a period known for its loosened social morals
and revived interest in theater and literature after the Puritanical Interregnum. “The Disappointment,” believed
to be one of her earliest works, captures these themes vividly.

Plot Overview and Summary of “The Disappointment”

At its core, “The Disappointment” narrates the story of a man named Lysander who attempts to seduce a
woman named Cloris. However, Lysander is thwarted by his premature ejaculation, which Behn uses as a
metaphor for male failure and impotence—not just physically but also socially and emotionally. The poem
explores the consequences of this failure for both characters, especially highlighting Cloris’s response to the
situation.

This narrative allows Behn to subvert traditional romantic tropes by portraying a woman’s sexual experience
and disappointment from a perspective rarely heard during her time. Rather than depicting Cloris as a passive
participant, she emerges as a figure with agency and critical insight.

The Role of Humor and Satire in the Poem

One of the most striking features of “The Disappointment” is its use of humor and satire. Behn uses witty
language and ironic twists to both entertain the reader and critique societal attitudes toward sex and gender.
The poem’s candid treatment of male sexual dysfunction was scandalous for its era but also served to
humanize the male character, exposing vulnerabilities that were typically hidden behind masculine bravado.

Through satire, Behn challenges the double standards that exalt male desire while often dismissing or
controlling female sexuality. The poem’s humor invites readers to question these norms rather than accept them
unquestioningly.

Thematic Exploration in Aphra Behn’s “The Disappointment”



Gender and Sexual Politics

Central to the aphra behn the disappointment analysis is the theme of gender dynamics and sexual politics. Behn’s
poem disrupts the traditional power imbalance often seen in Restoration literature, where men were portrayed
as dominant and women as submissive. Instead, Cloris is given a voice and a complex emotional response to
Lysander’s failure, emphasizing female sexual frustration and autonomy.

Behn’s portrayal of male impotence is particularly groundbreaking. It not only symbolizes physical failure but
also critiques the societal expectations placed on men to perform and dominate sexually. This dual perspective
invites a more nuanced understanding of gender roles during the 17th century.

Disillusionment and Emotional Complexity

Beyond the immediate sexual context, “The Disappointment” reflects broader themes of disillusionment and
emotional vulnerability. The poem captures the tension between desire and reality, a universal human experience.
Both Lysander and Cloris face disappointment—not just in physical terms but emotionally, highlighting the
complexities of intimate relationships.

This emotional depth adds richness to the poem, allowing readers to empathize with both characters and see
beyond simple stereotypes.

Literary Devices and Style in “The Disappointment”

Aphra Behn’s mastery of language and poetic form is evident throughout “The Disappointment.” Her use of vivid
imagery, metaphor, and carefully crafted rhyme schemes contributes to the poem’s impact.

Imagery: Behn uses sensory details to convey the physical and emotional states of her characters, from
the anticipation to the moment of failure, creating a vivid scene that resonates with readers.

Irony: The poem’s ironic tone underscores the contrast between Lysander’s expectations and the actual
outcome, enhancing its satirical edge.

Symbolism: Lysander’s impotence serves as a symbol for broader societal and personal failings, making
the poem’s message multifaceted.

The conversational tone and straightforward language make the poem accessible, while the subtle complexity
rewards close reading.

Structure and Form

The poem’s structure supports its themes effectively. Behn employs a lyrical style that alternates between
narrative progression and reflective moments. This interplay allows the reader to engage with the plot while
also contemplating the underlying messages about love, power, and disappointment.

Why “The Disappointment” Matters Today

Although rooted in the 17th century, aphra behn the disappointment analysis reveals themes that remain



relevant in contemporary discussions about gender and sexuality. Behn’s honest portrayal of human
imperfection and her challenge to societal norms resonate with modern audiences seeking authentic
representations of relationships.

Moreover, the poem is a landmark in feminist literary history, showcasing a woman writer’s courage to address
taboo subjects. It invites ongoing conversation about how literature can reflect and influence cultural
attitudes toward sex and gender.

Tips for Approaching Behn’s Work

For readers new to Aphra Behn or “The Disappointment,” here are some helpful tips to deepen your appreciation:

Consider the historical context: Understanding Restoration England’s social and cultural environment1.
enriches your interpretation of the poem’s themes.

Pay attention to tone and irony: Behn’s humor is key to grasping her critique of gender roles.2.

Look beyond the surface plot: The poem’s real power lies in its symbolic meanings and emotional insights.3.

Explore related works: Reading other Aphra Behn poems or plays can provide a broader perspective on her4.
literary style and concerns.

Exploring Aphra Behn’s Legacy Through “The Disappointment”

While "The Disappointment" may initially appear as a simple erotic poem, its layers of meaning and cultural
critique offer a powerful testament to Aphra Behn’s literary genius. She paved the way for future generations
of women writers by boldly addressing issues of female desire, sexual politics, and emotional authenticity.

Through this poem, Behn not only entertains but also invites readers to question and redefine the narratives
surrounding love and gender. Engaging with aphra behn the disappointment analysis helps uncover the enduring
significance of her work and its place in the canon of English literature.

Whether you’re a student, scholar, or casual reader, diving into “The Disappointment” provides a rewarding
experience—highlighting how literature can challenge societal conventions and give voice to often silenced
perspectives.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Aphra Behn and why is she significant in literature?

Aphra Behn was a 17th-century English playwright, poet, and novelist, recognized as one of the first English
women to earn a living through writing. She is significant for breaking gender barriers in literature and for her
pioneering contributions to early English drama and prose.

What is the central theme of Aphra Behn's poem 'The Disappointment'?

The central theme of 'The Disappointment' is the exploration of sexual desire and the complexities of male
impotence, highlighting vulnerability, shame, and the societal expectations surrounding masculinity and sexual
performance.



How does Aphra Behn portray the male protagonist in 'The Disappointment'?

In 'The Disappointment,' Aphra Behn portrays the male protagonist as a figure beset by impotence at a crucial
moment of passion, emphasizing human frailty and challenging traditional notions of male virility and dominance.

What literary devices does Aphra Behn use in 'The Disappointment' to convey
its themes?

Aphra Behn employs vivid imagery, irony, and a candid tone in 'The Disappointment' to convey themes of sexual
frustration and vulnerability, using metaphor and detailed description to evoke both humor and pathos.

How does 'The Disappointment' reflect Aphra Behn's views on gender and
sexuality?

'The Disappointment' reflects Aphra Behn's progressive views on gender and sexuality by candidly addressing
male sexual failure and highlighting female desire, thereby challenging the male-centric narratives of her time.

In what ways does 'The Disappointment' challenge societal norms of the
17th century?

'The Disappointment' challenges 17th-century societal norms by openly discussing sexual impotence and desire,
topics typically taboo, and by presenting a nuanced portrayal of sexual relationships that undermines male
dominance and celebrates female agency.

How is irony used in Aphra Behn's 'The Disappointment'?

Irony in 'The Disappointment' arises from the contrast between the protagonist's anticipated virility and his
actual failure, highlighting human weakness and critiquing the unrealistic expectations placed on male
sexuality.

What is the significance of 'The Disappointment' in the context of early
English literature?

'The Disappointment' is significant in early English literature as it represents one of the earliest candid poetic
explorations of sexual vulnerability, contributing to a more honest and complex portrayal of human
sexuality and influencing later literary treatments of similar themes.

Additional Resources
**Aphra Behn The Disappointment Analysis: Unpacking the Layers of a Restoration Satire**

aphra behn the disappointment analysis invites a closer look into one of the earliest known English operas and a
significant work by Aphra Behn, a pioneering female playwright of the Restoration era. This piece, officially
titled *The Disappointment, or The Force of Credulity*, stands out not only for its literary merit but also
for its complex interplay of themes such as love, deception, and societal expectations. A thorough examination
of this work reveals Behn’s deft manipulation of genre and her subtle commentary on gender and power dynamics
in 17th-century England.

Contextual Background of Aphra Behn and The Disappointment

Aphra Behn, often celebrated as one of the first professional female writers in English literature, produced



*The Disappointment* around 1680. This period witnessed the Restoration of the monarchy under Charles II, a
time notable for its flourishing arts scene and a loosening of previous Puritanical restrictions. Behn’s work
fits into the broader context of Restoration theatre, characterized by its wit, sexual frankness, and satirical
edge.

*The Disappointment* is frequently described as a semi-opera or a short dramatic piece accompanied by music,
which was a relatively novel form at the time. It explores the theme of virginity and male anxiety around
sexual conquest, offering a comedic yet critical perspective on the societal pressures surrounding sexual
relationships.

Literary and Thematic Analysis of The Disappointment

At the heart of *The Disappointment* lies the exploration of desire and the consequences of unfulfilled
expectations. The plot centers on the character Lysander, a lovesick suitor whose anticipation of
consummating his love affair is thwarted by a mysterious inability to perform sexually. This leads to a
cascade of misunderstandings and ultimately a public humiliation that underscores the fragility of male pride
and the performative nature of masculinity.

Satire and Social Commentary

Behn’s treatment of Lysander’s impotence serves as a sharp satire of male bravado and the cultural obsession
with virility. In portraying Lysander’s failure, Behn challenges the traditional heroic and romantic ideals
commonly upheld in the literature of the time. This subversion is significant because it shifts the narrative focus
from male conquest to a more nuanced critique of gender roles.

Moreover, the play’s focus on a woman’s virginity as both a commodity and a source of power reflects
Restoration anxieties about female sexuality. Behn’s nuanced depiction hints at the double standards women
faced—valued for chastity yet often commodified or controlled by patriarchal structures.

Genre and Structure

*The Disappointment* blurs the boundaries between opera, masque, and play, integrating music and spoken
dialogue to enhance its dramatic effect. This hybrid form allows Behn to experiment with tone and pacing,
balancing moments of humor with more reflective passages. The musical elements, interspersed throughout the
text, function not only as entertainment but also as a means to underscore emotional states and thematic
motifs.

The relatively short length of the piece contributes to its intensity, forcing the narrative to focus tightly on
the central conflict without extraneous subplots. This conciseness can be seen as a strength, highlighting
Behn’s skill in crafting a pointed, cohesive work that remains engaging and thought-provoking.

Characterization and Gender Dynamics

Behn’s characters in *The Disappointment* serve as vehicles for exploring complex social dynamics,
particularly around gender and power.

Lysander: His impotence is not merely physical but symbolic of a deeper impotence within the patriarchal
system that demands male dominance.



Climene: The female lead, whose virginity becomes a focal point of the plot, embodies both vulnerability
and control, reflecting the paradoxical position of women in Restoration society.

Supporting characters: Various secondary figures add layers to the narrative, embodying societal
attitudes and magnifying the central themes through their interactions.

The interplay between these characters reveals the tensions inherent in Restoration gender politics. Behn’s
portrayal of Climene is particularly noteworthy, as she is neither a passive victim nor a simplistic symbol;
instead, she exhibits agency within the constraints imposed upon her.

Language and Style

Behn’s language in *The Disappointment* is marked by wit, irony, and a certain lyrical quality that
complements the musical components of the work. Her dialogue often employs double entendre and clever
wordplay, enhancing the satirical impact. This stylistic choice aligns with the Restoration penchant for
sophisticated humor while also serving to critique societal norms subtly.

The tone oscillates between lighthearted and serious, reflecting the complexity of the issues Behn addresses.
This tonal versatility is a testament to her skill as a writer and her ability to engage audiences on multiple
levels.

Comparative Perspectives: The Disappointment Among Restoration
Works

When situated alongside other Restoration plays, *The Disappointment* distinguishes itself through its
intimate focus on personal failure rather than broader political or social upheaval. While contemporaries like
William Congreve and Aphra Behn herself in later works often emphasize witty dialogue and sexual politics in a
more overt manner, *The Disappointment* adopts a more nuanced and symbolic approach.

In comparison to other operatic or semi-operatic pieces of the era, Behn’s work is pioneering in its integration of
music with a strong narrative centered on psychological complexity. This positions *The Disappointment* as a
precursor to later developments in English opera and musical theatre.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths: The play’s brevity and sharp focus allow for a concentrated exploration of themes. Behn’s
subversion of gender norms and her satirical edge make the work both entertaining and intellectually
stimulating.

Limitations: Some modern readers might find the pacing uneven due to the interplay between music and
dialogue. Additionally, the work’s reliance on contemporary social contexts may obscure certain
nuances for those unfamiliar with Restoration culture.

Despite these limitations, *The Disappointment* remains an essential text for understanding Aphra Behn’s
contribution to literature and the evolving discourse on gender and sexuality in early modern England.



Legacy and Influence

Aphra Behn’s *The Disappointment* holds a pivotal place in literary history as an early example of a woman
writer engaging with complex social themes through innovative dramatic forms. The work’s exploration of male
vulnerability and female agency continues to resonate in contemporary discussions of gender performance and
power.

Its influence extends beyond literature into music and theater studies, highlighting the interdisciplinary nature
of Restoration art forms. Modern revivals and scholarly interest in *The Disappointment* attest to its
enduring relevance and the richness of Behn’s artistic vision.

In sum, aphra behn the disappointment analysis reveals a multilayered work that challenges conventions and
invites ongoing interpretation. Through its blend of satire, music, and sharp social insight, *The
Disappointment* exemplifies the dynamic creativity of Restoration literature and the groundbreaking role of
Aphra Behn as a female voice in a male-dominated cultural landscape.

Aphra Behn The Disappointment Analysis

  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Quantitative Literary Analysis of the Works of
Aphra Behn Laura L. Runge, 2023-05-09 Aphra Behn (1640–1689), prolific and popular playwright,
poet, novelist, translator, has a fascinating and extensive corpus of literature that plays a key role in
literary history. Quantitative Literary Analysis of the Works of Aphra Behn: Words of Passion offers
what no book has done to date, an analysis of all Behn’s literary output. It examines the author’s use
of words in terms of frequencies and distributions and stacks the words in context to read Behn’s
word usage synchronically. Using this experimental method, the book brings digital humanities into
literary criticism, to enhance our understanding and appreciation of literature beyond what is
possible in diachronic reading and scholarship less supported by digital means. The empirical
approach works in collaboration with existing scholarship to understand Behn’s distinct language of
love and extreme passions across her genres.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: "And Never Know the Joy" , 2016-08-29 “And
Never Know the Joy” : Sex and the Erotic in English Poetry promises the reader much to enjoy and
to reflect on: riddles and sex games; the grammar of relationships; the cunning psychology of bodily
fantasies; sexuality as the ambiguous performance of words; the allure of music and its instruments;
the erotics of death and remembrance, are just a few of the initial themes that emerge from the
twenty-five articles to be found in this volume, with many an invitation “to seize the day”.
Reproduction, pregnancy, and fear; discredited and degraded libertines; the ventriloquism of sexual
objects; the ease with which men are reduced to impotence by the carnality of women; orgasm and
melancholy; erotic mysticism and religious sexuality; the potency and dangers of fruit and flowers;
the delights of the recumbent male body and of dancing girls; the fertile ritual use of poetic texts;
striptease and revolution; silent women reclaimed as active vessels, are amongst the many engaging
topics that emerge out of the ongoing and entertaining scholarly discussion of sex and eroticism in
English poetry.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Sexual Freedom in Restoration Literature
Warren Chernaik, 1995-03-30 Sexual freedom and ideology explored in the works of
seventeenth-century English literature.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Rereading Aphra Behn Heidi Hutner, 1993 Aphra
Behn was the first Englishwoman to earn her living from writing. This collection of critical essays
explores the different genres in Behn's canon, including her plays, criticism, fiction and poetry, from
a wide variety of feminist theoretical approaches.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-180/aphra-behn-the-disappointment-analysis.pdf


  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Admired and Understood Michael L. Stapleton,
2004 Admired and Understood analyzes Behn's only pure verse collection, Poems upon Several
Occasions (1684), and situates her in her literary milieu as a poet. Behn's book demonstrates her
desire for acceptance in her literary culture, to be admired and understood, as she puts its, the
antitheses of what many surmise from reading her other works - that she saw herself primarily as a
guerilla critic of her culture's views on race, class, and gender. The introduction to Admired and
Understood argues that her colleagues thought of her as poet first, rather than as a dramatist,
reviews current criticism about Behn, and provides a brief overview of late seventeenth-century
poetical theory. The first chapter explains the intricately interwoven structure of Behn's collection.
The next two chapters concern intertextual linkages between Behn and Abraham Cowley, as well as
the influence of Thomas Creech's translations of Horace, Theocritus, and Lucretius on her poetics.
The ensuing chapters concern Behn's response to Rochester's libertine aesthetic, a close reading of
On a Juniper-Tree (a poem central to her collection), Katherine Philips as Behn's most important
predecessor as a woman writin
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Oroonoko and Other Writings Aphra Behn,
2009-02-26 Aphra Behn (1640-89) achieved both fame and notoriety in her own time, enjoying
considerable success for her plays and for her short novel Oroonoko, the story of a noble slave who
loves a princess. Acclaimed by Virginia Woolf as the first English woman to earn her living by the
pen, Behn's achievements as a writer are now acknowledged less equivocally than in the
seventeenth century. As well as Oroonoko, this volume contains five other works of fiction ranging
from comedy and high melodrama to tragedy. The Fair Jilt, Memoirs of the Court of the King of
Bantam, The History of the Nun, The Adventure of the Black Lady, and The Unfortunate Bride are
complemented by a generous selection of her poetry, ranging from public political verse to lyrics and
witty conversation poems. This selection demonstrates Behn's range, as well as her wit, compassion,
and interest in the question of identity and self-representation.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Aphra Behn Mary Ann O'Donnell, 2017-03-02 This
annotated bibliography constitutes a thoroughly revised and more easily readable study of Behn's
publications, of those edited or translated by her, of publications that included her works, and of
writings ascribed to her, along with an annotated bibliography of over 1600 works about her from
1671 to 2001, with an unannotated update covering 2002. The augmented primary bibliography
describes all known editions and issues of her works to 1702, and adds a catalogue of editions to
2002, including on-line sources. The secondary bibliography adds close to 1000 items published
since 1984 to the original 600 of the first edition along with about 175 more from 1671 to 1984, with
attention to materials not in English. New appendices include a list of dedicatees, actors, recent
productions (with reviews), and provenances. This volume will be invaluable for book dealers,
collectors and librarians, as well as students and scholars of Aphra Behn and of Restoration
literature.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Excitable Imaginations Kathleen Lubey,
2012-09-27 Excitable Imaginations offers a new approach to the history of pornography. Looking
beyond a counter-canon of bawdy literature, Kathleen Lubey identifies a vigilant attentiveness to sex
across a wide spectrum of literary and philosophical texts in eighteenth-century Britain. Esteemed
public modes of writing such as nationalist poetry, moral fiction, and empirical philosophy, as well as
scandalous and obscene writing, persistently narrate erotic experiences—desire, voyeurism,
seduction, orgasm. The recurring turn to sexuality in literature and philosophy, she argues, allowed
authors to recommend with great urgency how the risqué delights of reading might excite the
imagination to ever greater degrees of educability on moral and aesthetic matters. Moralists such as
Samuel Richardson and Adam Smith, like their licentious counterparts Rochester, Haywood, and
Cleland, purposefully evoke salacious fantasy so that their audiences will recognize reading as an
intellectual act that is premised on visceral pleasure. Eroticism in texts like Pamela and Memoirs of
a Woman of Pleasure, in Lubey’s reading, did not compete with instructive literary aims, but rather
was essential to the construction of the self-governing Enlightenment subject.



  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Who's who in Gay and Lesbian History Robert
Aldrich, Garry Wotherspoon, 2001 500 entries from more than 100 contributors, profiling gay and
lesbians throughout history, ranging from Sappho to Andre Gide; most entries are accompanied by a
bibliography.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Aphra Behn Studies Janet Todd, 1996-03-28
Aphra Behn was England's first professional woman writer, but her status as a major author has only
recently become clear. Between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries, Behn was denigrated for
her 'unwomanly' subject matter and intellectual immodesty. In the twentieth century she has been
increasingly viewed as an important dramatist and poet of the Restoration and a founder of the
English novel. This book sets Behn firmly in an historical context of political factions, theatre
developments and colonial encounters, and includes chapters on each of the genres in which she
wrote: drama, fiction, poetry and translation, and on other aspects of her life, from her publishing
struggles to her involvement in American slavery. It is an important resource for those studying
seventeenth-century English literature and drama, and to those interested in the development of
women's writing.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Character and Caricature, 1660-1820 Jennifer
Buckley, Montana Davies-Shuck, 2024-05-28 This edited collection offers a reappraisal of character
as a precondition for caricature and addresses how the two began to merge, becoming increasingly
interlinked over the course of the long eighteenth century. It emphasises the need to understand
character more fully, arguing that the nuances and origins of caricature can only be appreciated in
light of the genre’s prehistory and reliance on popular character types. Interdisciplinary and
multidisciplinary in approach, the collection makes use of a variety of theories and addresses fiction
in its broadest sense, expanding and reconceptualising critical, historical and theoretical discussion
of character. Chapters draw from disability studies, cultural materialism, gender studies and the
history of sexuality, spatial theory and performance studies.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Literature and class Andrew Hadfield,
2021-08-24 This book explores the intimate relationship between literature and class in England
(and later Britain) from the Peasants’ Revolt at the end of the fourteenth century to the impact of the
French Revolution at the end of the eighteenth century and beginning of the nineteenth. The book
argues throughout that class cannot be seen as a modern phenomenon that occurred after the
Industrial revolution but that class divisions and relations have always structured societies and that
it makes sense to assume a historical continuity. The book explores a number of themes relating to
class: class consciousness; class conflict; commercialisation; servitude; rebellion; gender relations;
and colonisation. After outlining the history of class relations, five chapters explore the ways in
which social class consciously and unconsciously influenced a series of writers: Chaucer,
Shakespeare, Behn, Rochester, Defoe, Duck, Richardson, Burney, Blake and Wordsworth.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: The Impotency Poem from Ancient Latin to
Restoration English Literature Dr Hannah Lavery, 2014-12-28 The first book length study of the
motif of impotency in poetry from early antiquity through to the late Restoration, this book explores
the impotency poem as a recognisable form of poetry in the longer tradition of erotic elegy. Hannah
Lavery’s central claim is that the impotency motif is adopted by poets in recognition of its potential
to signify satirically through its use as symbol and allegory. By drawing together analysis of works in
the tradition, Lavery shows how the impotency motif is used to engage with anxieties as to what it
means to enact ‘service’ within political and social contexts. She demonstrates that impotency
poems can be seen on one level to represent bawdy escapism, but on the other to offer positions of
resistance and opposition to social and political concerns contemporary to a particular time. Whilst
the link between the 'Imperfect Enjoyment' poems by Ovid and Rochester is well known, Lavery here
looks further back to the origins of the concept of male impotency as degradation in the works of
earlier Roman poets. This is an important context for considering how the impotency poem then first
appears in the French and English vernaculars during the sixteenth century, leading to translations
and adaptations throughout the seventeenth century. Lavery's close readings of the poems consider



both the nature of the literary form, and the political and social contexts within which the works
appear, in order to chart the intertextual development of the impotency poem as a distinct form of
writing in the early modern period.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: The Female Baroque in Early Modern English
Literary Culture Gary Waller, 2025-10-01 The Female Baroque in Early Modern English Literary
Culture is a contribution to the revival of early modern women's writings and cultural production in
English that began in the 1980s. Its originality is twofold: it links women's writing in English with
the wider context of Baroque culture, and it introduces the issue of gender into discussion of the
Baroque. The title comes from Julia Kristeva's study of Teresa of Avila, that 'the secrets of Baroque
civilization are female'. The book is built on a schema of recurring Baroque characteristics —
narrativity, hyperbole, melancholia, kitsch, and plateauing, pointing less to surface manifestations
and more to underlying ideological tensions. The crucial concept of the book is developed in detail.
Particular attention is given to Gertrude More, Mary Ward, Aemilia Lanyer, The Ferrar/Collet
women, Mary Wroth, the Cavendish sisters, Hester Pulter, Anne Hutchinson, and finally Margaret
Cavendish and Aphra Behn, whose lives and writings point to the developing cultural transition to
the Enlightenment.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: The Oxford History of Poetry in English Laura L.
Knoppers, 2024-08-08 Beginning with the last years of the reign of Elizabeth I and ending late in the
seventeenth century, this volume traces the growth of the literary marketplace, the development of
poetic genres, and the participation of different writers in a century of poetic continuity, change, and
transformation.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: The Practice of Quixotism S. Gordon,
2006-11-13 Using postmodern theory, The Practice of Quixotism explores eighteenth-century
women's texts that use quixote narratives, which typically demand that individuals purge their minds
of internalized fictions to insist instead that the reality we encounter is inevitably mediated by the
texts we have read.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Aphra Behn: A Secret Life Janet Todd, 2013-09-19
'All women together ought to let flowers fall upon the tomb of Aphra Behn; for it was she who earned
them the right to speak their minds,' said Virginia Woolf. Yet that tomb, in Westminster Abbey,
records one of the few uncontested facts about this Restoration playwright, poet, novelist and spy:
the date of her death, 16 April 1689. For the rest secrecy and duplicity are almost the key to her life.
She loved codes, making and breaking them; writing her life becomes a decoding of a passionate but
playful woman. Janet Todd draws on documents she has rediscovered in the Dutch archives, and on
Behn's own writings, to tell a story of court, diplomatic and sexual intrigue, and of the rise from
humble origins of the first woman to earn her living as a professional writer. Aphra Behn's first
notable employment was as a Royal spy in Holland; she had probably also spied in Surinam. It was
not until she was in her thirties that she published the first of the 19 plays and other works which
established her fame (though not riches) among her 'good, sweet, honey-candied readers'. Many of
her works were openly erotic, indeed as frank as anything by her friends Wycherley and Rochester.
Some also offered an inside view of court and political intrigues, and Todd reveals the historical
scandals and legal cases behind some of Behn's most famous 'fictions'.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: The Oxford History of Poetry in English ,
2024-08-08 The Oxford History of Poetry in English (OHOPE) is designed to offer a fresh,
multi-voiced, and comprehensive analysis of 'poetry': from Anglo-Saxon culture through
contemporary British, Irish, American, and Global culture, including English, Scottish, and Welsh
poetry, Anglo-American colonial and post-colonial poetry, and poetry in Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, the Caribbean, India, Africa, Asia, and other international locales. OHOPE both synthesizes
existing scholarship and presents cutting-edge research, employing a global team of expert
contributors for each of the fourteen volumes. By taking as its purview the full seventeenth century,
1603-1700, this volume re-draws the existing literary historical map and expands upon recent
rethinking of the canon. Placing the revolutionary years at the centre of a century of poetic



transformation, and putting the Restoration back into the seventeenth century, the volume registers
the transformative effects on poetic forms of a century of social, political, and religious upheaval. It
considers the achievements of a number of women poets, not yet fully integrated into traditional
literary histories. It assimilates the vibrant literature of the English Revolution to what came before
and after, registering its long-term impact. It traces the development of print culture and of the
literary marketplace, alongside the continued circulation of poetry in manuscript. It places John
Milton, Andrew Marvell, Margaret Cavendish, and Katherine Philips and other mid-century poets
into the full century of specifically literary development. It traces continuity and change, imitation
and innovation in the full-century trajectory of such poetic genres as sonnet, elegy, satire, georgic,
epigram, ode, devotional lyric, and epic. The volume's attention to poetic form builds on the current
upswing in historicist formalism, allowing a close focus on poetry as an intensely aesthetic and social
literary mode. Designed for maximum classroom utility, the organization is both thematic and (in the
authors section) chronological. After a comprehensive Introduction, organizational sections focus on
Transitions; Materiality, Production, and Circulation; Poetics and Form; Genres; and Poets.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: Triumphant Bodies Emily Smith, 2009-03-26
Triumphant Bodies: Sexual-Political Conquest in British Women's Published Writing, 1660-1769
builds on recent scholarship such as Ros Ballaster's Seductive Forms and Catherine Gallagher's
Nobody's Story in order to draw attention to professional female authors' use of a pliant vocabulary
of sexuality and politics during the eighteenth century. Throughout the study, Smith emphasizes the
blending of gendered, sexed, and politicized language a blending that allowed women to
provocatively challenge, undermine, and rearticulate the terms of power and authority that were
available to them in the literary marketplace. Triumphant Bodies centers on Aphra Behn, Mary
Wortley Montagu, Charlotte Lennox, and Frances Brooke, with additional glances toward their
contemporaries, including John Dryden, John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, Delarivier Manley, Henry
Fielding, Anne Finch, Mary Leapor, Alexander Pope, Jonathan Swift, and Horace Walpole. Smith
positions women's writing within dominant traditions but argues that women writers simultaneously
understood themselves s part of a gendered trajectory. By drawing together a diverse and expansive
range of texts by women, this study suggests the complexity of any attempt to define women's
authorial triumphs during this period of tremendous vigor and transformation in the literary
marketplace.
  aphra behn the disappointment analysis: The Scriblerian and the Kit-Cats , 1998
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