what was the communist manifesto about

What Was the Communist Manifesto About? Exploring Its Core Ideas and
Historical Impact

what was the communist manifesto about is a question that often arises when
delving into the history of political thought, social movements, and
revolutionary ideas. Authored by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in 1848, the
Communist Manifesto stands as one of the most influential political documents
in modern history. It not only laid the foundation for communist ideology but
also provided a critical analysis of capitalism and class struggles. To truly
grasp the significance of this manifesto, it’s essential to explore its
content, context, and the lasting legacy it has left on societies around the
world.

The Historical Context Behind the Communist
Manifesto

Before diving into the manifesto’s content, understanding the backdrop
against which it was written helps clarify its urgency and revolutionary
tone. The mid-19th century was a period of rapid industrialization,
especially in Europe, which led to profound social and economic changes. The
rise of factories and mechanized production transformed how people worked and
lived, often worsening conditions for the working class or proletariat.

The Industrial Revolution and Class Divisions

The Industrial Revolution, which had started in the late 18th century,
created new wealth but also stark inequalities. While factory owners and
capitalists amassed fortunes, many laborers faced exploitation, long working
hours, and unsafe environments. The traditional feudal structures were
breaking down, replaced by a capitalist system that prioritized profit over
people.

Marx and Engels observed these dynamics and recognized a growing conflict
between two main social classes:

- The Bourgeoisie: The owners of the means of production, such as factories,
land, and capital.
- The Proletariat: The working class, who sold their labor to survive.

The Communist Manifesto was written to expose these class antagonisms and
advocate for the proletariat’s emancipation.



What Was the Communist Manifesto About? Key
Themes and Ideas

At its core, the Communist Manifesto is a political pamphlet that calls for
the overthrow of capitalist societies and the establishment of a classless,
stateless society where the means of production are communally owned. But
let’s break down its central themes to better understand what Marx and Engels
were communicating.

1. The History of Class Struggles

The manifesto famously begins by declaring that “The history of all hitherto
existing society is the history of class struggles.” This statement
encapsulates the idea that throughout history, societies have been divided
into classes with conflicting interests, often leading to social upheaval and
revolution.

Marx and Engels argue that the current conflict was between the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat, and this struggle would inevitably result in the
proletariat rising up to dismantle capitalist structures.

2. The Role of Capitalism

Far from merely describing capitalism, the manifesto critiques it as a system
that exploits workers and creates instability. Marx and Engels point out how
capitalism, while innovative and productive, leads to:

- Concentration of wealth in the hands of a few.

- Alienation of workers from their labor.

- Cycles of economic crises.

- Global expansion that disrupts traditional societies.

They assert that capitalism sows the seeds of its own destruction because its
contradictions become unbearable.

3. The Call for Proletarian Revolution

One of the manifesto’s most famous sections is its call to action. Marx and

Engels urge workers worldwide to unite, transcending national boundaries, to
overthrow the bourgeoisie. This internationalism emphasizes solidarity among
workers regardless of country, race, or ethnicity.

The concluding rallying cry, “Workers of the world, unite! You have nothing
to lose but your chains!” encapsulates this revolutionary spirit.



4. The Vision of a Communist Society

The manifesto sketches an outline of what a post-capitalist society might
look like. In this vision:

- Private property, particularly ownership of the means of production, 1is
abolished.

- The state, seen as an instrument of class oppression, will eventually
wither away.

- Class distinctions disappear, creating equality in economic and social
life.

- Production is planned and organized to meet human needs rather than
generating profit.

This vision was radical at the time and continues to inform communist and
socialist movements today.

Understanding the Structure of the Communist
Manifesto

The manifesto is concise but tightly packed with ideas. It is divided into
four main sections that guide the reader through its argument.

1. Bourgeois and Proletarians

This opening section outlines the historical development of capitalism and
the rise of the bourgeoisie as the dominant class. It explains how capitalism
revolutionizes society but also creates the proletariat class that will
challenge it.

2. Proletarians and Communists

Here, Marx and Engels clarify the relationship between the communist movement
and the working class. They distinguish communists from other socialist or
labor movements and emphasize their ultimate goal of abolishing private
property.

3. Socialist and Communist Literature

In this section, the authors critique various existing socialist and
communist ideas of their time, distinguishing their scientific socialism from
utopian versions that lacked a clear revolutionary program.



4. Position of the Communists in Relation to the
Various Existing Opposition Parties

The final part discusses how communists relate to other political groups and
movements, advocating alliances where appropriate but maintaining their
revolutionary objectives.

The Influence and Legacy of the Communist
Manifesto

Understanding what the Communist Manifesto was about also means looking at
its profound impact on history, politics, and ideology.

A Catalyst for Revolutions and Political Movements

The manifesto inspired many labor movements, socialist parties, and
revolutions across the globe. From the 1917 Russian Revolution to various
anti-colonial struggles, its ideas fueled demands for social justice and
equality.

Shaping Modern Political Thought

Even critics of communism acknowledge the manifesto’s role in shaping debates
about capitalism, class, and social change. It introduced concepts like class
consciousness and historical materialism, which remain relevant in sociology,
economics, and political science.

Controversies and Criticisms

The manifesto has also been deeply controversial. Critics argue that its
vision leads to authoritarianism or economic inefficiency. Historical
attempts to implement communist regimes have had mixed and often tragic
results, which continue to shape perceptions of Marxist ideas.

Why Does the Communist Manifesto Still Matter
Today?

More than 170 years after its publication, many wonder why the Communist



Manifesto remains a topic of discussion. The answer lies in its enduring
relevance to ongoing conversations about inequality, workers’ rights, and the
nature of capitalism.

In an age marked by globalization, technological disruption, and economic
uncertainty, questions about who benefits from economic systems and how
wealth is distributed are as pressing as ever. The manifesto’s call to
critically examine these structures encourages readers to think deeply about
social justice and collective action.

Moreover, terms like “class struggle,” “capitalist exploitation,” and
“proletariat” continue to appear in academic discourse, political debates,
and popular culture, demonstrating the manifesto’s lasting influence.

Tips for Engaging with the Communist Manifesto

For readers interested in exploring the manifesto themselves:

- Approach it with an open mind, considering both historical context and
contemporary interpretations.

- Study the biographies and other works of Marx and Engels for deeper
insights.

- Compare the manifesto’s ideas with other political philosophies to develop
a nuanced understanding.

- Reflect on current social and economic issues to see how some concepts
resonate today.

The Communist Manifesto remains a powerful text not only because of its
revolutionary zeal but also because it challenges us to think critically
about power, economics, and society. Whether one agrees with its
prescriptions or not, understanding what the Communist Manifesto was about
enriches our grasp of history and the ongoing quest for a fairer world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Communist Manifesto about?

The Communist Manifesto is a political pamphlet by Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels that outlines the principles of communism and calls for the working
class to rise against capitalist societies.

Who wrote the Communist Manifesto?

The Communist Manifesto was written by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels and
first published in 1848.



What are the main ideas presented in the Communist
Manifesto?

The main ideas include the class struggle between the bourgeoisie and
proletariat, the critique of capitalism, and the advocacy for a classless
society through proletarian revolution.

Why is the Communist Manifesto considered important?

It is considered important because it laid the foundation for modern
communist theory and inspired numerous social and political movements
worldwide.

What historical context influenced the writing of
the Communist Manifesto?

The manifesto was influenced by the Industrial Revolution, which created
significant class disparities and harsh working conditions for laborers,
prompting calls for social change.

How does the Communist Manifesto view capitalism?

The manifesto views capitalism as an exploitative system that benefits the
bourgeoisie at the expense of the proletariat and predicts its eventual
downfall due to internal contradictions.

What solution does the Communist Manifesto propose
to address social inequalities?

It proposes the overthrow of capitalist systems through a proletarian
revolution, leading to the establishment of a classless, communist society
where the means of production are communally owned.

Has the Communist Manifesto influenced modern
political movements?

Yes, the Communist Manifesto has profoundly influenced socialist and
communist movements worldwide, shaping political ideologies and revolutions
in various countries.

Additional Resources

The Communist Manifesto: An Analytical Review of Its Core Ideas and
Historical Impact

what was the communist manifesto about serves as a fundamental question for



understanding one of the most influential political documents in modern
history. Authored by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in 1848, the Communist
Manifesto laid the groundwork for communist ideology and profoundly shaped
political thought and movements worldwide. This article delves into the
manifesto’s key themes, its historical context, and its enduring
significance, offering a professional and analytical perspective on what
makes this text a cornerstone of political discourse.

The Historical Context of the Communist
Manifesto

To appreciate what the Communist Manifesto was about, it is essential to
situate it within the industrial and social upheavals of 19th-century Europe.
The mid-1800s witnessed rapid industrialization, the rise of capitalist
economies, and widening social inequalities. The proletariat, or working
class, faced poor working conditions, low wages, and limited political power,
while the bourgeoisie, or capitalist class, accumulated significant wealth
and influence.

Marx and Engels authored the manifesto as a political pamphlet commissioned
by the Communist League, aiming to unify various socialist and communist
factions under a common program. It was not merely a call for revolution but
also a systematic critique of capitalism and a vision for a new social order.

Core Themes Explored in the Communist Manifesto

The Communist Manifesto lays out several interrelated themes that define its
revolutionary essence and theoretical foundation.

Class Struggle and Historical Materialism

Central to the manifesto is the concept of class struggle, which Marx and
Engels argue is the driving force of historical development. They describe
history as a series of conflicts between opposing social classes — for
example, slaves and masters, serfs and nobles, proletariat and bourgeoisie.
This dialectical materialism posits that societal change emerges from these
economic and social contradictions.

The Bourgeoisie and Proletariat Dichotomy

The manifesto identifies two primary classes in capitalist society: the
bourgeoisie, who own the means of production, and the proletariat, the



working class who sell their labor. Marx and Engels assert that the
bourgeoisie’s pursuit of profit leads to exploitation and alienation of
workers, exacerbating social inequalities and fostering revolutionary
potential among the proletariat.

Capitalism’s Revolutionary Role

Interestingly, the manifesto acknowledges capitalism’s historical role in
dismantling feudal structures and advancing productive forces. The
bourgeoisie’s aggressive expansion has globalized markets and revolutionized
industry, setting the stage for socialism. However, this progress is double-
edged, leading to crises, overproduction, and deepening class antagonisms.

Call for Proletarian Revolution

The manifesto culminates in a call for the proletariat to unite and overthrow
the bourgeoisie. It advocates for the abolition of private property in the
means of production and the establishment of a classless society. The famous
rallying cry, “Workers of the world, unite!” encapsulates this vision of
international solidarity.

Analyzing the Communist Manifesto’s Structure
and Rhetoric

The manifesto’s concise yet potent structure contributes to its lasting
power. Divided into four sections, it moves from historical analysis to the
critique of existing socialist movements and finally to a programmatic call
for action.

* Bourgeois and Proletarians: Examines class dynamics and capitalism’s
contradictions.

e Proletarians and Communists: Differentiates communists from other
socialist groups and outlines communist goals.

e Socialist and Communist Literature: Critiques other contemporary
socialist ideologies.

e Position of the Communists in Relation to the Various Existing
Opposition Parties: Defines the communists’ stance vis-a-vis political
parties across Europe.



Marx and Engels employ a direct, urgent tone designed to mobilize readers,
using historical evidence and economic theory to legitimize their arguments.
The manifesto’s polemical style was crafted to resonate with the working
classes and intellectuals alike.

Comparing the Communist Manifesto to Other Political
Texts

When compared to other political treatises of the time, such as Adam Smith’s
"Wealth of Nations" or John Stuart Mill’'s writings on liberty, the Communist
Manifesto stands out for its radical approach to social change. Unlike
liberal or reformist texts advocating gradual improvements within capitalism,
Marx and Engels propose wholesale systemic transformation.

The Legacy and Contemporary Relevance of the
Communist Manifesto

Understanding what the Communist Manifesto was about also involves assessing
its long-term impact. The manifesto inspired numerous revolutionary
movements, notably the Russian Revolution of 1917 and various socialist
uprisings throughout the 20th century. It has been both celebrated for its
vision of social justice and critiqued for the authoritarian regimes that
emerged under the banner of communism.

Despite shifts in global politics and the decline of traditional communist
states, the manifesto’s analysis of capitalism’s inherent tensions remains
relevant. Contemporary discussions about income inequality, labor rights, and
global capitalism continue to echo the concerns raised by Marx and Engels.

Furthermore, the manifesto’s emphasis on class struggle and economic
determinism has influenced academic fields such as sociology, economics, and
political science. Its concepts have been adapted and reinterpreted in light
of globalization, technological change, and new forms of labor.

Pros and Cons of the Communist Manifesto’s
Ideological Framework

e Pros:

o Provides a clear critique of capitalist exploitation and social
inequality.



o Encourages solidarity and collective action among marginalized
groups.

o 0ffers a comprehensive historical and economic analysis of societal
change.

e Cons:

o Some argue it oversimplifies complex social dynamics by reducing
them to class struggle.

o The manifesto’s vision has been associated with authoritarianism in
practice.

o Its prescription for revolution may overlook potential for reform
within capitalist systems.

These nuanced evaluations highlight why the Communist Manifesto remains both
influential and controversial.

Exploring the Manifesto’s Influence on Modern
Political Thought

The Communist Manifesto’s influence extends beyond communist parties and
revolutionary movements. Its ideas have permeated various leftist ideologies,
including socialism, social democracy, and critical theory. Intellectual
movements like the Frankfurt School and contemporary critiques of
neoliberalism owe a debt to Marxist analysis initiated by the manifesto.

Moreover, the manifesto has been a touchstone for debates about the role of
the state, the nature of labor, and the distribution of wealth. Its challenge
to capitalist orthodoxy continues to inspire activists and scholars seeking
alternatives to economic inequality.

The question of what the Communist Manifesto was about ultimately resolves
into a rich tapestry of historical critique, revolutionary vision, and
ongoing dialogue about justice and power. Far more than a mere historical
document, it remains a living text for examining how societies organize
themselves and envision change in the face of systemic challenges.



What Was The Communist Manifesto About

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx, Friedrich
Engels, 1992 One of the most important and influential political theories ever formulated, The
Communist Manifesto is a revolutionary summons to the working class-an incisive account of a new
theory of communism that would be brought about by a proletarian revolution. Arguing that
increasing exploitation of industrial workers will eventually lead to a rebellion in which capitalism
will be overthrown, Marx and Engels propose a vision of a society without classes, private property,
or a state. The theoretical basis of political systems in Russia, China, Cuba, and Eastern Europe, The
Communist Manifesto continues to influence and provoke debate on capitalism and class.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx, Friedrich
Engels, 2004-08-31 A spectre is haunting Europe - the spectre of Communism. So begins one of
history's most important documents, a work of such magnitude that it has forever changed not only
the scope of world politics, but indeed the course of human civilization. The Communist Manifesto
was written in Friedrich Engels's clear, striking prose and declared the earth-shaking ideas of Karl
Marx. Upon publication in 1848, it quickly became the credo of the poor and oppressed who longed
for a society in which the free development of each is the condition for the free development of all.
The Communist Manifesto contains the seeds of Marx's more comprehensive philosophy, which
continues to inspire influential economic, political, social, and literary theories. But the Manifesto is
most valuable as an historical document, one that led to the greatest political upheaveals of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries and to the establishment of the Communist governments that
until recently ruled half the globe. This Bantam Classic edition of The Communist Manifesto includes
Marx and Engels's historic 1872 and 1882 prefaces, and Engels's notes and prefaces to the 1883 and
1888 editions.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx,
Friedrich Engels, 1992-05-01 A spectre is haunting Europe - the spectre of Communism. So begins
one of history's most important documents, a work of such magnitude that it has forever changed
not only the scope of world politics, but indeed the course of human civilization. The Communist
Manifesto was written in Friedrich Engels's clear, striking prose and declared the earth-shaking
ideas of Karl Marx. Upon publication in 1848, it quickly became the credo of the poor and oppressed
who longed for a society in which the free development of each is the condition for the free
development of all. The Communist Manifesto contains the seeds of Marx's more comprehensive
philosophy, which continues to inspire influential economic, political, social, and literary theories.
But the Manifesto is most valuable as an historical document, one that led to the greatest political
upheaveals of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and to the establishment of the Communist
governments that until recently ruled half the globe. This Bantam Classic edition of The Communist
Manifesto includes Marx and Engels's historic 1872 and 1882 prefaces, and Engels's notes and
prefaces to the 1883 and 1888 editions.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx,
2016-12-11 The Communist Manifesto (officially Manifesto of the Communist Party) is an 1848
political manifesto by German philosophers Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels that laid out the
programme of the Communist League. Originally published in German (as Manifest der
kommunistischen Partei) just as the revolutions of 1848 began to erupt, the Manifesto has since
been recognized as one of the world's most influential political manuscripts. It presents an analytical
approach to the class struggle (historical and present) and the problems of capitalism and the
capitalist mode of production, rather than a prediction of Communism's potential future forms. The
Communist Manifesto contains Marx and Engels' theories about the nature of society and politics,
that in their own words, The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles. It
also briefly features their ideas for how the capitalist society of the time would eventually be
replaced by socialism, and then finally Communism.


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/what-was-the-communist-manifesto-about.pdf

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx, Frederick
Engels, 2015-01-22 The Manifesto was published as the platform of the Communist League, a
workingmen's association, first exclusively German, later on international, and, under the political
conditions of the Continent before 1848, unavoidably a secret society. At a Congress of the League,
held in London in November, 1847, Marx and Engels were commissioned to prepare for publication
a complete theoretical and practical party programme.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx, Frederick
Engels, 2006-01-01 This title is the cloth hardcover collectors edition of the classic communist party
manifesto which started this one and a half decade political movement. The seven rarely published
prefaces, mostly written by Frederick Engels after the death of Karl Marx, are included making this
publication the complete communist manifesto. Although this title is known as one of the most
famous left-wing propagandist publications, it serves as a lesson for those of all political
philosophies. The Communist Manifesto should be required reading when studying political science,
radicalism and radical pol itical thought.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx, Friedrich
Engels, 2013-07-17 The Communist Manifesto, originally titled Manifesto of the Communist Party, is
a short 1848 book written by the German Marxist political theorists Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.
It has since been recognized as one of the world's most influential political manuscripts.
Commissioned by the Communist League, it laid out the League's purposes and program. It presents
an analytical approach to the class struggle (historical and present) and the problems of capitalism,
rather than a prediction of communism's potential future forms.The book contains Marx and Engels'
Marxist theories about the nature of society and politics, that in their own words, The history of all
hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles. It also briefly features their ideas for how
the capitalist society of the time would eventually be replaced by socialism, and then eventually
communism.A spectre is haunting Europe, Karl Marx and Frederic Engels wrote in 1848, the spectre
of Communism. Marx and Engels's critique of capitalism and its deleterious effect on all aspects of
life, from the increasing rift between the classes to the destruction of the nuclear family, has proven
remarkably prescient. Their spectre, manifested in the Manifesto's vivid prose, continues to haunt
the capitalist world, lingering as a ghostly apparition even after the collapse of those governments
which claimed to be enacting its principles

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto and Its Relevance
for Today Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, 1998

what was the communist manifesto about: Karl Marx: the Communist Manifesto Karl
Marx, 2010-07-08 The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx sits atop a larger body of work which
forms Marx's philosophy. Beyond the manifesto, Marx has been extremely influential in the areas of
philosophy, psychology, ethics, aesthetics as well as the more obvious areas such as political
economy. The Communist Manifesto is a consequence, then, of a much more complex philosophical
analysis of his times. Readers continue to be amazed at how clearly Marx wrote and what an
effective piece of propaganda The Communist Manifesto was and still is. Reading through Marx's
ideas, it is fascinating to know that some of the major platforms he promoted included the abolition
of child labor, the creation of a progressive income tax, and free education. The modern notion of
Communism stems more from Stalin and Lenin than Marx, who wrote at a time when the only
democratic country in Europe was France. England, Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empire all
had limited franchises and Russia was an autocracy. One of the major reforms Karl Marx battled for
was the introduction of democracy. It was his belief that the implementation of his program would
flow from that. Communism as a modern political phenomena dates from 1917 when splinter Social
Democrats followed Russia's lead and developed small conspiratorial parties who were committed to
the seizure of power by force. Stalinism is an offshoot of this system and is a form of state terror
aimed at ensuring the survival of unpopular anti democratic regimes. Reading through The
Communist Manifesto, one can see a system which was not only an effective for mobilizing political
movements, but came to influence intellectual debate for the next century.



what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto - Complete Version
Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Mountain Waters Pty Ltd, 2012-11-01 The Communist Manifesto.
Complete Version. By Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels. A spectre is haunting Europe, the spectre of
Communism. All the Powers of old Europe have entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this spectre:
Pope and Czar, Metternich and Guizot, French Radicals and German police-spies. Where is the party
in opposition that has not been decried as Communistic by its opponents in power? Where is the
Opposition that has not hurled back the branding reproach of Communism, against the more
advanced opposition parties, as well as against its reactionary adversaries? The Communist
Manifesto

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Frederick Engels, Karl
Marx, 2024-03-12 The definitive introduction to history’s most influential and controversial political
document, updated for a new generation of readers. Since it was first written in 1848, The
Communist Manifesto has been translated into more languages than any other modern text. All
across the world—in countless places and idioms—it has been debated, shared, brandished, invoked,
banned, burned, and even declared “dead.” But in an era of escalating political, economic, health,
and environmental crises, Marx and Engels’ fierce indictment of capitalism is more relevant than
ever, and their Manifesto remains required reading from the classroom to the picket line. Scholar
Phil Gasper draws on his decades of teaching and organizing experience to produce a beautifully
organized edition of the Manifesto that brings the text to life. By fully annotating the Manifesto with
clear historical references and explication, a glossary, and including additional related texts, Gasper
provides an accessible and comprehensive reference edition suited to first-time readers and
dedicated partisans alike.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto (with an
Introduction by Algernon Lee) Karl Marx, 2016-09 This is Marx and Engel's landmark treatise - in
a graphic deluxe edition. One of the most important and influential political theories ever
formulated, The Communist Manifesto is a revolutionary summons to the working class - an incisive
account of a new theory of communism that would be brought about by a proletarian revolution.
Arguing that increasing exploitation of industrial workers will eventually lead to a rebellion in which
capitalism will be overthrown, Marx and Engels propose a vision of a society without classes, private
property, or a state. The theoretical basis of political systems in Russia, China, Cuba, and Eastern
Europe, The Communist Manifesto continues to influence and provoke debate on capitalism and
class.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx Friedrich
Engels, 2011-10-01 The Communist Manifesto written by Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels is widely
considered by many to be one of the top books of all time. This classic will surely attract a whole
new generation of readers. For many, The Communist Manifesto is required reading for various
courses and curriculums. And for others who simply enjoy reading classic literature, this work by
Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels is highly recommended. Published by Classic Books America and
beautifully produced, The Communist Manifesto would make an ideal gift and it should be a part of
everyone's personal library.

what was the communist manifesto about: Communist Manifesto Karl Marx, Frederick
Engels, 2014-07-18 The Communist Manifesto (Das Kommunistische Manifest), originally titled
Manifesto of the Communist Party, is a short 1848 publication written by the political theorists Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels. It has since been recognized as one of the world's most influential
political manuscripts. Commissioned by the Communist League, it laid out the League's purposes
and program. It presents an analytical approach to the class struggle (historical and present) and
the problems of capitalism, rather than a prediction of communism's potential future forms. Full
Text.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx, Frederick
Engels, 2010-12 This title is the classic communist party manifesto which started this one and a half
decade political movement. The seven rarely published prefaces, mostly written by Frederick Engels



after the death of Karl Marx, are included making this publication the complete communist
manifesto. Although this title is known as one of the most famous left-wing propagandist
publications, it serves as a lesson for those of all political philosophies. The Communist Manifesto
should be required reading when studying political science, radicalism and radical political thought.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Friedrich Engels, Karl
Marx, 2015-12-31 The Classic Political Treatise The Communist Manifesto Manifesto of the
Communist Party by Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx The Communist Manifesto (originally Manifesto
of the Communist Party) is an 1848 political pamphlet by German philosophers Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels. Commissioned by the Communist League and originally published in London (in
the German language as Manifest der kommunistischen Partei) just as the revolutions of 1848 began
to erupt, the Manifesto was later recognised as one of the world's most influential political
manuscripts. It presents an analytical approach to the class struggle (historical and present) and the
problems of capitalism and the capitalist mode of production, rather than a prediction of
communism's potential future forms. The Communist Manifesto summarises Marx and Engels'
theories about the nature of society and politics, that in their own words, The history of all hitherto
existing society is the history of class struggles. It also briefly features their ideas for how the
capitalist society of the time would eventually be replaced by socialism, and then finally communism.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx, Fredrick
Engels, 2013-07-29 With 6 alternate language edition prefaces. One of the most important and
influential political theories ever formulated, The Communist Manifesto is a revolutionary summons
to the working class-an incisive account of a new theory of communism that would be brought about
by a proletarian revolution. Arguing that increasing exploitation of industrial workers will eventually
lead to a rebellion in which capitalism will be overthrown, Marx and Engels propose a vision of a
society without classes, private property, or a state. The theoretical basis of political systems in
Russia, China, Cuba, and Eastern Europe, The Communist Manifesto continues to influence and
provoke debate on capitalism and class.

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto and Das Kapital
Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Robert Weick, 2019-02-12 The unabridged versions of these definitive
works are now available together as a highly designed paperback with flaps with a new introduction
by Robert Weick. Part of the Knickerbocker Classics series, a modern design makes this timeless
book a perfect travel companion. Considered to be one of the most influential political writings, The
Communist Manifesto is as relevant today as when it was originally published. This pamphlet by the
German philosophers Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, published in 1884 as revolutions were
erupting across Europe, discusses class struggles and the problems of a capitalist society. After
being exiled to London, Marx published the first part of Das Kapital, a theoretical text that argues
that capitalism will create greater and greater division in wealth and welfare and ultimately be
replaced by a system of common ownership of the means of production. After Marx's death, Engels
completed and published the second and third parts from his colleague's notes. The Knickerbocker
Classics bring together the essential works of classic authors from around the world in stunning
editions to be collected and enjoyed.

what was the communist manifesto about: Karl Marx Communist Manifesto Karl Marx,
2010-02-06 Karl Marx Communist Manifesto is also known as the Manifesto of the Communist Party.
This Reader's Choice Edition was first published on February 21st, 1848. It is one of the most
popular and influential books on politics and communism in the world.It was written by Karl Marx
but then later edited by Friedrich Engels in 1888. This special edition includes Marx's original
thoughts but also edits and updates by Engels.Karl Marx Communist Manifesto makes an ideal gift
but it should also be a part of your own personal library. This is an excellent book for casual readers
and scholars alike!

what was the communist manifesto about: The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx,
2015-09-27 The Communist Manifesto (originally Manifesto of the Communist Party) is an 1848
political pamphlet by German philosophers Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. Commissioned by the



Communist League and originally published in London (in the German language as Manifest der
kommunistischen Partei) just as the revolutions of 1848 began to erupt, the Manifesto was later
recognised as one of the world's most influential political manuscripts. It presents an analytical
approach to the class struggle (historical and present) and the problems of capitalism and the
capitalist mode of production, rather than a prediction of communism's potential future forms. The
Communist Manifesto summarises Marx and Engels' theories about the nature of society and
politics, that in their own words, The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class
struggles. It also briefly features their ideas for how the capitalist society of the time would
eventually be replaced by socialism, and then finally communism.

Related to what was the communist manifesto about

Communism - Wikipedia Communists often seek a voluntary state of self-governance but disagree
on the means to this end

Communism | Definition, History, Varieties, & Facts | Britannica communism, political and
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