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ut austin acceptance rate computer science is a phrase on the minds of many
aspiring tech students aiming to join one of the most prestigious public
universities in the United States. The University of Texas at Austin (UT
Austin) boasts a highly regarded Computer Science program, known for its
rigorous curriculum, cutting-edge research opportunities, and strong industry
connections. However, with its growing popularity and the explosive demand
for computer science professionals, gaining admission has become increasingly
competitive. In this article, we’ll explore the nuances behind UT Austin’s
acceptance rate for computer science, what it means for prospective students,
and how to strengthen your application.

Understanding the UT Austin Acceptance Rate for
Computer Science

The acceptance rate for UT Austin’s Computer Science program is notably lower
than the university’s overall acceptance rate, reflecting the high demand for
this major. While UT Austin’s general undergraduate acceptance rate hovers
around 30-35%, the computer science department typically admits a much
smaller percentage of applicants due to the program’s limited capacity and
elevated standards.

The exact acceptance rate can fluctuate each year based on the volume of
applications and the strength of the applicant pool. Recent trends have shown
the computer science acceptance rate dipping to around 10-15%, a significant
contrast to the broader university acceptance figures. This means for every
100 applicants, only about 10 to 15 students might be admitted directly into
the computer science major.

Why is the UT Austin Computer Science Acceptance
Rate So Competitive?

Several factors contribute to the intense competition for spots in the UT
Austin computer science program:

- **Exploding Popularity of Computer Science:** The tech industry’s rapid
growth has led to a surge in students interested in computer science majors
nationwide.



- **Limited Resources and Faculty:** To maintain quality education and
research, UT Austin caps enrollment in computer science, limiting the number
of incoming students.
- **Strong Reputation:** Being consistently ranked among the top computer
science programs attracts top-tier applicants, raising the admission bar.
- **Direct Admission vs. Internal Transfer:** UT Austin offers direct
admission into computer science for a select number of freshmen. Others may
start in a different major and apply for internal transfer later, which is
also highly competitive.

How UT Austin Evaluates Computer Science
Applicants

Getting a grasp on how UT Austin reviews computer science applications can
help prospective students tailor their applications effectively.

Academic Excellence is a Must

Given the technical rigor of computer science, UT Austin places significant
emphasis on academic performance, especially in math and science courses.
Successful applicants often have:

- High GPA, particularly in honors or advanced placement (AP) STEM courses
- Strong standardized test scores (if submitted), especially in math sections
of the SAT or ACT
- Demonstrated excellence in relevant subjects such as calculus, physics, or
computer programming

Relevant Experience and Passion

Beyond grades, UT Austin looks for genuine interest and engagement in
computer science, which can be demonstrated through:

- Participation in coding competitions or hackathons
- Personal or school projects involving programming
- Internships or work experience in tech-related fields
- Involvement in computer science clubs or organizations

Holistic Review: Essays and Recommendations

Applicants are also evaluated on personal statements and recommendation
letters. These provide insight into the applicant’s motivation, problem-



solving skills, and potential for contributing to the UT Austin community.

Tips to Improve Your Chances for UT Austin
Computer Science Admission

While the acceptance rate might seem daunting, there are strategic steps
applicants can take to enhance their prospects:

Focus on STEM Coursework Early

Aim to build a strong academic foundation by taking challenging math and
science courses from early high school years. Excelling in AP Computer
Science, calculus, and physics signals readiness for the program.

Develop a Portfolio of Projects

Showcase your passion through tangible projects. Whether it’s an app you
developed, a website you built, or contributions to open-source software, a
portfolio can set you apart.

Engage in Extracurriculars Related to Tech

Being active in coding clubs, robotics teams, or technology camps reflects
commitment and leadership in your interests.

Craft a Compelling Personal Statement

Use your essays to tell a unique story about why you want to study computer
science at UT Austin. Highlight specific experiences, challenges overcome, or
future goals that align with the program.

Consider the Internal Transfer Route

If direct admission is challenging, some students choose to enter UT Austin
undeclared or in a related major and apply for computer science later.
Although competitive, this pathway offers another opportunity.



What Happens After Admission? Opportunities
Within UT Austin’s Computer Science Program

Getting accepted into UT Austin’s computer science program opens doors to a
vibrant academic and professional ecosystem.

Cutting-Edge Research and Faculty Expertise

Students have access to renowned faculty members engaged in diverse research
areas like artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, data science, and software
engineering.

Industry Connections and Internship Opportunities

Austin’s booming tech scene and UT’s strong ties to companies such as Dell,
IBM, Google, and Apple provide valuable internships, co-op programs, and job
prospects for graduates.

Student Organizations and Networking

Groups like the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) and Women in
Computer Science offer networking, mentorship, and skill-building events that
enrich the college experience.

Additional Considerations: Graduate Admissions
and Beyond

While this article focuses on undergraduate acceptance rates, it’s worth
noting that UT Austin’s graduate computer science programs are also highly
selective. Prospective graduate students typically require a strong academic
record, research experience, and solid letters of recommendation.

For those who may not gain admission initially, exploring other pathways such
as community college transfers or applying to less competitive programs
before transferring can be viable alternatives.

Ut Austin’s computer science acceptance rate reflects its status as a top-
tier program attracting ambitious, talented applicants. With careful
planning, dedication, and showcasing your authentic passion for technology,
you can maximize your chances of becoming part of this dynamic academic
community.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the acceptance rate for the Computer Science
program at UT Austin?
The acceptance rate for the Computer Science program at UT Austin is highly
competitive, typically around 10-15% for undergraduate admissions.

How does UT Austin's Computer Science acceptance
rate compare to other top schools?
UT Austin's Computer Science acceptance rate is relatively low, reflecting
its competitive nature, but it is generally higher than elite private
universities like Stanford or MIT, which have acceptance rates below 10%.

What factors influence acceptance into UT Austin's
Computer Science program?
Factors influencing acceptance include high GPA, strong standardized test
scores, relevant extracurricular activities, computer science-related
experience, and compelling essays.

Is the acceptance rate for in-state applicants
higher for UT Austin Computer Science?
Yes, UT Austin tends to have a slightly higher acceptance rate for in-state
applicants due to state residency preferences and admissions policies.

Has the acceptance rate for UT Austin Computer
Science changed recently?
Yes, the acceptance rate has become more competitive in recent years due to
increased application volume and the growing popularity of computer science
programs.

What is the acceptance rate for graduate Computer
Science programs at UT Austin?
The acceptance rate for graduate Computer Science programs at UT Austin
varies by specialization but generally ranges between 15-25%, depending on
the applicant pool and program capacity.

How can applicants improve their chances of



acceptance into UT Austin's Computer Science
program?
Applicants can improve their chances by maintaining a strong academic record,
gaining relevant experience, submitting well-crafted essays, obtaining strong
recommendation letters, and demonstrating passion for computer science.

Does UT Austin have a separate acceptance rate for
its Computer Science major versus general admission?
Yes, UT Austin uses a direct admission process for some majors, including
Computer Science, which often has a lower acceptance rate compared to general
admission due to its popularity and limited capacity.

Additional Resources
Ut Austin Acceptance Rate Computer Science: An In-Depth Analysis of
Admissions Trends and Implications

ut austin acceptance rate computer science has become a focal point of
interest for prospective students aiming to join one of the most prestigious
computer science programs in the United States. As the demand for computer
science education surges nationwide, the University of Texas at Austin (UT
Austin) continues to attract a large pool of highly qualified applicants.
Understanding the acceptance rate, admission criteria, and competitive
landscape of UT Austin’s computer science department provides valuable
insight for applicants, educators, and industry observers alike.

Overview of UT Austin’s Computer Science
Acceptance Rate

The acceptance rate for the computer science major at UT Austin is notably
lower than the university’s overall undergraduate acceptance rate, reflecting
intensified competition and the program’s growing prestige. While UT Austin’s
general undergraduate acceptance rate hovers around 30-35%, the computer
science program’s acceptance rate is substantially more selective, often
reported to be in the range of 10-15%. This discrepancy underscores the
program’s high demand and rigorous selection process.

In recent years, the acceptance rate for computer science applicants has
trended downward, influenced by an increasing number of applications and the
program’s limited capacity. For example, in the 2022 admissions cycle, the
computer science major received over 10,000 applications, with fewer than
1,500 students admitted directly into the program. This reflects not only the
rising popularity of computer science but also UT Austin’s commitment to
maintaining high standards of academic excellence.



Factors Influencing the Acceptance Rate

Several key factors contribute to the relatively low acceptance rate for
computer science at UT Austin:

Application Volume: The surge in interest in technology careers has led
to exponential growth in applications, intensifying competition.

Program Capacity: Physical resources, faculty availability, and
infrastructure limit the number of students that can be effectively
supported.

Academic Standards: UT Austin’s computer science department maintains
rigorous admission standards, emphasizing strong quantitative skills,
programming experience, and problem-solving ability.

Holistic Review Process: Beyond grades and test scores, admissions
committees consider essays, extracurricular activities, and letters of
recommendation to ensure well-rounded candidates.

Comparative Context: UT Austin Versus Other Top
Computer Science Programs

When evaluating the ut austin acceptance rate computer science, it is
essential to place it in the broader context of admissions competitiveness at
peer institutions. For instance, the acceptance rates for computer science
majors at other elite universities are often even lower. Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) and Stanford University, for example, report
acceptance rates below 10% for their computer science programs, reflecting
the hypercompetitive nature of these fields.

However, UT Austin distinguishes itself by combining rigorous academics with
a relatively larger program size and more accessible public university
tuition rates, making it a compelling choice for many students. Additionally,
the university’s location in Austin—a burgeoning tech hub—provides unique
internship and employment opportunities that can be pivotal for career
development.

Impact of Test-Optional Policies and Holistic
Admissions

Recent changes in standardized testing policies, such as the test-optional



movement accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic, have also affected the ut
austin acceptance rate computer science landscape. While UT Austin initially
moved to a test-optional model, it has since adapted its admissions criteria,
placing greater emphasis on other elements such as GPA, coursework rigor,
personal essays, and demonstrated interest.

This shift has led to a more holistic evaluation of applicants but also
increased the unpredictability of acceptance rates. Applicants with strong
academic records but less traditional backgrounds or fewer extracurricular
achievements may find new opportunities, while competition remains fierce for
all candidates.

Admissions Strategies for Prospective Computer
Science Students

Given the competitive nature of UT Austin’s computer science admissions,
prospective students must carefully strategize to improve their chances of
acceptance. Understanding the nuances behind the acceptance rate can guide
applicants in strengthening their profiles.

Academic Preparation

Strong academic credentials are foundational. High GPA, particularly in STEM-
related courses such as mathematics, physics, and computer science, is
crucial. Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses
in computer science and calculus demonstrate readiness for rigorous
coursework.

Standardized Testing and Alternative Credentials

Although test-optional policies offer flexibility, submitting strong SAT or
ACT scores can still bolster an application. In addition, certifications such
as coding bootcamps, online courses from platforms like Coursera or edX, and
participation in programming competitions (e.g., ACM or USACO) can showcase
technical aptitude.

Personal Statements and Extracurriculars

Admissions committees value applicants who exhibit passion and initiative
beyond academics. Writing compelling essays that articulate genuine interest
in computer science, problem-solving experiences, and future goals can make a
candidate stand out. Participation in tech clubs, internships, research



projects, or community service related to technology also adds depth to the
application.

Transfer and Internal Admission Considerations

UT Austin permits students to apply to computer science after enrolling, via
an internal transfer process. However, this pathway is also highly
competitive, with acceptance rates often mirroring or exceeding those of
direct admissions. Students must maintain strong academic performance during
their first year and demonstrate commitment to the field to be considered.

Trends and Future Outlook for UT Austin
Computer Science Admissions

The ut austin acceptance rate computer science is expected to remain
competitive in the near future, driven by the continuous expansion of the
tech industry and increasing student interest. However, UT Austin is also
actively investing in expanding its computer science department through
hiring faculty, enlarging facilities, and increasing class sizes, which may
gradually moderate acceptance rate pressures.

Additionally, the university’s efforts to broaden access and diversity in
STEM fields are shaping admissions policies to foster inclusion without
compromising academic standards. This balance aims to attract a diverse
cohort of talented students who can thrive in the dynamic technological
landscape.

Implications for Prospective Students

For applicants, the evolving admissions environment means that early
preparation, authentic self-presentation, and strategic application choices
are more important than ever. Prospective students should monitor updates
from UT Austin’s admissions office, engage with current students or alumni,
and leverage available resources such as college counseling and preparatory
programs.

Start building a strong academic foundation early, focusing on STEM
subjects.

Gain practical experience through internships or coding projects.

Craft thoughtful essays that highlight unique perspectives and
motivations.



Consider applying both as a freshman and through internal transfer
pathways if applicable.

Stay informed about departmental capacity and policy changes affecting
admissions.

In summary, the UT Austin acceptance rate for computer science reflects the
program’s high standing and the competitive nature of computer science
education today. While the numbers may appear daunting, a well-rounded
application that showcases both academic prowess and personal passion can
open doors to one of the nation’s leading computer science programs.
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  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Colleges Worth Your Money Andrew
Belasco, Dave Bergman, Michael Trivette, 2024-06-01 Colleges Worth Your Money: A Guide to What
America's Top Schools Can Do for You is an invaluable guide for students making the crucial
decision of where to attend college when our thinking about higher education is radically changing.
At a time when costs are soaring and competition for admission is higher than ever, the
college-bound need to know how prospective schools will benefit them both as students and after
graduation. Colleges Worth Your Moneyprovides the most up-to-date, accurate, and comprehensive
information for gauging the ROI of America’s top schools, including: In-depth profiles of 200 of the
top colleges and universities across the U.S.;Over 75 key statistics about each school that cover
unique admissions-related data points such as gender-specific acceptance rates, early decision
acceptance rates, and five-year admissions trends at each college. The solid facts on career
outcomes, including the school’s connections with recruiters, the rate of employment
post-graduation, where students land internships, the companies most likely to hire students from a
particular school, and much more. Data and commentary on each college’s merit and need-based aid
awards, average student debt, and starting salary outcomes. Top Colleges for America’s Top Majors
lists highlighting schools that have the best programs in 40+ disciplines. Lists of the “Top Feeder”
undergraduate colleges into medical school, law school, tech, journalism, Wall Street, engineering,
and more.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: InfoWorld , 1988-09-19 InfoWorld is targeted
to Senior IT professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also
celebrates people, companies, and projects.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Improving Technology Through Ethics
Simona Chiodo, David Kaiser, Julie Shah, Paolo Volonté, 2024-02-24 This book deals with the ethics
of technology and addresses specific ethical problems related to some emerging technologies,
mainly in the field of computer science (from machine learning models to extracting value from data
to human–robot interaction). The contributions are authored mainly by scholars in ICT and other
engineering fields who reflect on ethical and societal issues emerging from their own research
activity. Thus, rather uniquely, the work overcomes the traditional divide between pure ethical
theory that disregards what practitioners do and mere R&D practice that ignores what theorists
conceptualize. Conversely, the reader is enabled to understand what ethics means when it is actually
put into work by engineering researchers. The book arises from a joint program between MIT and
Politecnico di Milano aimed at training early career researchers in addressing the ethical issues of
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technology and critically reflecting on the social impacts of the emerging, and even disruptive,
technologies they are currently developing through their novel research. Overall, it aims at
spreading the task of developing technologies that, from the beginning, are designed to be
responsible for human life, society, and nature.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Peterson's Graduate Programs in Computer
Science & Information Technology, Electrical & Computer Engineering, and Energy & Power
Engineering 2011 Peterson's, 2011-05-01 Peterson's Graduate Programs in Computer Science &
Information Technology, Electrical & Computer Engineering, and Energy & Power Engineering
contains a wealth of information on colleges and universities that offer graduate work these exciting
fields. The profiled institutions include those in the United States, Canada and abroad that are
accredited by U.S. accrediting bodies. Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey
of Graduate and Professional Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings,
professional accreditation, jointly offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs,
postbaccalaureate distance degrees, faculty, students, degree requirements, entrance requirements,
expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and application contact information.
Readers will find helpful links to in-depth descriptions that offer additional detailed information
about a specific program or department, faculty members and their research, and much more. In
addition, there are valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice
for international and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of
accrediting agencies.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Applications of Machine Learning and
Artificial Intelligence in Education Khadimally, Seda, 2022-02-18 Modes and models of learning
and instruction have shown a significant shift from yesterday's conventional learning and teaching
given this era’s current educational and social contexts. Learners are no longer learning and
communicating with human-generated, computed, and mediated—or traditional—learning and
instructional practices, paving the way for machine-facilitated communication, learning, and
teaching tools. Learning and instruction, communication and information exchange, as well as
gathering, coding, analyzing, and synthesizing data have proven to be in need of even more
innovative technology-moderated tools. Applications of Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence
in Education focuses on the parameters of remote learning, machine learning, deep learning, and
artificial intelligence under 21st-century learning and instructional contexts. Covering topics such as
data coding and social networking technology, it is ideal for learners with an interest in the deep
learning discipline, educators, educational technologists, instructional designers, and data
evaluators, as well as special interest groups (SGIs) in the discipline.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: ACM ... Administrative Directory of College
and University Computer Science/data Processing Programs and Computer Facilities , 1986
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Developing a Digital National Library for
Undergraduate Science, Mathematics, Engineering and Technology Education National
Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Board on Science
Education, Steering Committee for Developing a Digital National Library for Undergraduate
Science, Mathematics, Engineering, and Technology Education, 1998-01-29 In 1996, the National
Science Foundation (NSF) released a report about ways to improve undergraduate science,
mathematics, engineering, and technology (SME&T) education. One recommendation called for
establishing a digital library, similar to those that are being constructed for many research
communities, that would make available electronically a wide variety of materials for improving
teaching and learning of SME&T. The NSF asked the National Research Council to examine the
feasibility of and issues associated with establishing such a digital national library. In response, an
NRC steering committee commissioned a series of papers and convened a workshop to consider
these issues. This resulting book delineates the issues that should be considered and provides
recommendations to resolve them prior to committing funds.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: The Alcalde , 2001-07 As the magazine of the



Texas Exes, The Alcalde has united alumni and friends of The University of Texas at Austin for nearly
100 years. The Alcalde serves as an intellectual crossroads where UT's luminaries - artists,
engineers, executives, musicians, attorneys, journalists, lawmakers, and professors among them -
meet bimonthly to exchange ideas. Its pages also offer a place for Texas Exes to swap stories and
share memories of Austin and their alma mater. The magazine's unique name is Spanish for mayor
or chief magistrate; the nickname of the governor who signed UT into existence was The Old
Alcalde.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: NBS Special Publication , 1978
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: The Alcalde , 2003-11 As the magazine of the
Texas Exes, The Alcalde has united alumni and friends of The University of Texas at Austin for nearly
100 years. The Alcalde serves as an intellectual crossroads where UT's luminaries - artists,
engineers, executives, musicians, attorneys, journalists, lawmakers, and professors among them -
meet bimonthly to exchange ideas. Its pages also offer a place for Texas Exes to swap stories and
share memories of Austin and their alma mater. The magazine's unique name is Spanish for mayor
or chief magistrate; the nickname of the governor who signed UT into existence was The Old
Alcalde.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Fostering Innovation in Math and Science
Education United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Subcommittee on Technology, Innovation, and Competitiveness, 2006
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: The Whisper Within: Zen and Self Margaret
Syverson, 2015-05-04 Nineteen college students encountered Zen practice and study in
Non-Argumentative Rhetoric in Zen, a course taught by professor Peg Syverson at the University of
Texas at Austin. This refreshing collection of chapters written by students describes their
experiences with the unique language of Zen: paradox, contradiction, negation, silence, gesture, and
story.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: The User's Directory of Computer
Networks Tracy Laquey, 2014-06-28 Your map through the network jungle. Here's how to track
down virtually every network available to academics and researchers. This new book, with its
detailed compilation of host- level information, provides everything you need to locate resources,
send mail to colleagues and friends worldwide, and answer questions about how to access major
national and international networks. Extensively cross- referenced information on
ARPANET/MILNET, BITNET, CSNET, Esnet, NSFNET, SPAN, THEnet, USENET, and loads of others
is all provided. Included are detailed lists of hosts, site contacts, administrative domains, and
organizations. Plus, a tutorial chapter with handy reference tables reveals electronic mail 'secrets'
that make it easier to take advantage of networking.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Learning Engineering for Online
Education Chris Dede, John Richards, Bror Saxberg, 2018-10-12 Learning Engineering for Online
Education is a comprehensive overview of the emerging field of learning engineering, a form of
educational optimization driven by analytics, design-based research, and fast-paced, large-scale
experimentation. Chapters written by instructional design and distance learning innovators explore
the theoretical context of learning engineering and provide design-based examples from top
educational institutions. Concluding with an agenda for future research, this volume is essential for
those interested in using data and high-quality outcome evidence to improve student engagement,
instructional efficacy, and results in online and blended settings.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Runtime Verification Borzoo Bonakdarpour,
Scott A. Smolka, 2014-09-12 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 5th International
Conference on Runtime Verification, RV 2014, held in Toronto, ON, Canada in September 2014. The
28 revised full papers presented together with 2 tool papers, and 8short papers were carefully
reviewed and selected from 70 submissions. The scope of the conference was on following topics:
monitoring and trace slicing, runtime verification of distributed and concurrent systems, runtime
Verification of real-time and embedded systems, testing and bug finding, and inference and learning.



  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Science, Technology, and Global Economic
Competitiveness United States. Congress. House. Committee on Science, 2006
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: The Alcalde , 1982-05 As the magazine of the
Texas Exes, The Alcalde has united alumni and friends of The University of Texas at Austin for nearly
100 years. The Alcalde serves as an intellectual crossroads where UT's luminaries - artists,
engineers, executives, musicians, attorneys, journalists, lawmakers, and professors among them -
meet bimonthly to exchange ideas. Its pages also offer a place for Texas Exes to swap stories and
share memories of Austin and their alma mater. The magazine's unique name is Spanish for mayor
or chief magistrate; the nickname of the governor who signed UT into existence was The Old
Alcalde.
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Information Technology R&D , 1985
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Mastering ITSM: Architecting Scalable
SaaS Solutions for the Enterprise Venkata Subramanya Vedagiri, 2025-06-23 The purpose of
Mastering ITSM: Architecting Scalable SaaS Solutions for the Enterprise is to provide a
comprehensive guide for IT architects, software engineers, product managers, and enterprise
leaders who are interested in comprehending and putting into practice scalable IT Service
Management (ITSM) solutions in the contemporary Software-as- a-Service (SaaS) environment. IT
Service Management (ITSM) platforms have grown beyond their conventional functions, becoming
strategic instruments for automation, service innovation, and organizational agility as digital
transformation advances across sectors. In this book, the author tackles the rising need for IT
service management (ITSM) systems that are not only user-centric and resilient, but also capable of
meeting the dynamic scalability, security, compliance, and multi-tenancy requirements of business
contexts. This paper presents a realistic path for creating cloud- native IT service management
platforms that are aligned with the complexity of today's business IT ecosystems. The roadmap is
based on real-world architectural patterns, deployment techniques, and case studies. The readers of
this book are given the capacity to construct IT service management (ITSM) systems that are robust,
value-driven, and ready for the future. The book places an emphasis on modular design, service
observability, automation, and continuous improvement
  ut austin acceptance rate computer science: Preconditioned Conjugate Gradient
Methods Owe Axelsson, Lily Yu. Kolotilina, 2006-11-14
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