
the end of ideology daniel bell
The End of Ideology: Daniel Bell’s Vision of a Post-Ideological Society

the end of ideology daniel bell is a phrase that has sparked considerable debate among political
theorists, sociologists, and historians since the mid-20th century. Daniel Bell, an influential
American sociologist and intellectual, introduced this concept in his 1960 book, *The End of
Ideology: On the Exhaustion of Political Ideas in the Fifties*. Bell argued that the grand ideological
battles that defined much of the 19th and early 20th centuries were waning, giving way to a new era
characterized by pragmatism and consensus rather than radical ideological conflict. But what
exactly did Bell mean by the "end of ideology," and how does this idea resonate today?

Understanding Daniel Bell’s "End of Ideology" Thesis

Daniel Bell’s thesis emerged during the Cold War, a period dominated by ideological rivalry between
capitalism and communism. Yet Bell observed something paradoxical: despite the rhetoric of
ideological extremism, Western societies were moving away from passionate ideological
commitments. Instead, politics had become more technocratic, pragmatic, and focused on managing
complex social and economic problems rather than revolutionary change.

Bell suggested that the major ideological frameworks—liberalism, socialism, and communism—had
reached a form of exhaustion. The utopian visions or radical critiques that once energized mass
political movements were giving way to more moderate, incremental approaches to governance. This
shift reflected changes in social structure, education, and economic development, which made
sweeping ideological promises less plausible or appealing.

The Historical Context Behind Bell’s Argument

To fully appreciate Bell’s thesis, it’s important to grasp the historical landscape of the 1950s and
early 1960s. After World War II, Western democracies experienced unprecedented economic growth,
rising standards of living, and expanding welfare states. This period, sometimes called the “Golden
Age of Capitalism,” created conditions that diminished social unrest and ideological polarization.

At the same time, the horrors of totalitarian regimes in Nazi Germany and Stalinist Soviet Union
discredited extremist ideologies. Voters and intellectuals alike sought practical solutions rather than
radical transformations. Bell saw this as a sign that traditional ideological battles were losing their
power to mobilize societies.

Why Ideology Was Perceived as "Exhausted"

Bell identified several reasons for the perceived exhaustion of ideology:

Increased Social Complexity: Modern societies became more complex, with diverse
interests and groups that made sweeping ideological solutions less feasible.



Technocratic Governance: Experts and specialists increasingly managed policy areas,
emphasizing evidence-based solutions over ideological purity.

Rise of Welfare States: Social democratic policies became mainstream, blurring the lines
between capitalism and socialism.

Cold War Stalemate: The ideological clash between the West and the Soviet bloc seemed
static, with no clear victory in sight.

Together, these trends contributed to what Bell called a "post-ideological" or "post-utopian" political
climate.

The Impact of “The End of Ideology” on Political
Thought

Bell’s concept of the end of ideology influenced how scholars and policymakers viewed political
debate. Rather than framing politics as a battle between conflicting ideologies, many began to see it
as a process of negotiation and compromise.

Shift Toward Pragmatism and Consensus Politics

One of the most important outcomes of Bell’s thesis was the rise of pragmatism in politics.
Governments focused on managing economies, improving social welfare, and addressing practical
problems like urbanization and technological change. Ideological rhetoric was often toned down in
favor of technocratic expertise and incremental reforms.

This shift helped stabilize Western democracies during the Cold War by reducing polarization and
fostering cross-party cooperation. It also paved the way for new political approaches that
emphasized policy effectiveness over ideological purity.

Critiques and Limitations of Bell’s Thesis

However, Bell’s idea did not go unchallenged. Critics argued that ideology never truly disappeared
but rather adapted to new circumstances. For instance, the rise of identity politics,
environmentalism, and neoliberalism suggested that new ideological frameworks were emerging
rather than old ones fading away.

Moreover, the political upheavals of the late 1960s, including civil rights movements, anti-war
protests, and the resurgence of radical leftist and right-wing groups, contradicted the notion of a
peaceful post-ideological era.



Revisiting the End of Ideology: Is It Still Relevant
Today?

Fast forward to the 21st century, and the question arises: does the end of ideology still hold water in
our contemporary political landscape? While Bell’s prediction about the decline of traditional
ideological battles was insightful for its time, recent decades have seen a resurgence of ideological
conflict in many parts of the world.

New Ideologies and Polarization

The rise of populism, nationalism, and political polarization in the US, Europe, and beyond indicates
that ideology remains a powerful force. Debates over globalization, immigration, economic
inequality, and climate change are deeply ideological, often dividing societies sharply.

At the same time, the political center that Bell envisioned as dominant seems to be under pressure.
Instead of consensus politics, many countries experience gridlock, fragmentation, and ideological
entrenchment.

Understanding Ideology in a Postmodern World

Perhaps the takeaway is that ideology has not ended but evolved. Bell’s analysis was rooted in the
context of mid-20th-century modernity, whereas today’s societies are grappling with postmodern
challenges—fragmented identities, digital communication, and complex global interdependencies.

In this sense, ideology is more diffuse, multifaceted, and sometimes less explicit, but still very much
alive. Understanding this evolution helps explain why political discourse can be both highly
polarized and sometimes seemingly superficial.

Lessons from Daniel Bell’s End of Ideology for Today’s
Political Climate

While the end of ideology may not be a literal description of current political realities, Bell’s insights
offer valuable lessons:

Embrace Pragmatism: In a world of complex problems, pragmatic policy-making that
focuses on solutions rather than ideological battles can foster progress.

Recognize Ideological Evolution: Ideologies may change form and content but continue to
shape political behavior and social values.

Promote Dialogue and Compromise: Avoiding extreme polarization by fostering
conversation across ideological divides is essential for democratic stability.



Stay Critical of Simplistic Narratives: Beware of claims that ideology is dead or irrelevant,
as political identities and beliefs remain powerful drivers of action.

Daniel Bell’s *The End of Ideology* remains a pivotal work that challenges us to think deeply about
how ideas shape societies and how political life adapts over time. While the ideological landscape
continues to shift, Bell’s call for thoughtful, informed approaches to governance resonates as
strongly as ever.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument of Daniel Bell's 'The End of
Ideology'?
Daniel Bell argues that the grand ideological battles of the 19th and early 20th centuries are over,
and modern societies are moving towards pragmatism and technical problem-solving rather than
adherence to rigid ideological doctrines.

When was 'The End of Ideology' by Daniel Bell published?
'The End of Ideology' was first published in 1960.

How does Daniel Bell define 'ideology' in his work?
Bell defines ideology as a comprehensive system of ideas that offers a blueprint for political and
social action, often characterized by utopian visions and revolutionary ambitions.

Why does Daniel Bell believe ideology is ending?
Bell believes ideology is ending because post-World War II societies have become more pragmatic,
focusing on managing complex social problems through consensus and expert knowledge rather
than through ideological confrontation.

What impact did 'The End of Ideology' have on political
thought?
The book influenced scholars and policymakers by promoting the idea that ideological conflicts were
becoming obsolete, encouraging a shift towards technocratic governance and policy-making based
on empirical evidence rather than ideological dogma.

How does Daniel Bell's concept of the end of ideology relate to
the Cold War context?
During the Cold War, Bell's thesis suggested that the binary ideological struggle between capitalism
and communism might be giving way to more moderate, pragmatic approaches within societies,



though this view was debated given the ongoing ideological tensions of the time.

Has Daniel Bell's prediction about the end of ideology been
challenged?
Yes, many scholars argue that ideology has not ended but transformed, with new forms of
ideological conflict emerging, especially in the context of identity politics, globalization, and the
resurgence of populism.

Additional Resources
The End of Ideology Daniel Bell: A Critical Examination of Post-Ideological Thought

the end of ideology daniel bell stands as a seminal concept in sociopolitical discourse, marking a
pivotal moment in the analysis of political thought and social change in the mid-20th century. Daniel
Bell, an influential American sociologist, introduced this idea in his landmark work "The End of
Ideology," published in 1960. Bell argued that the grand ideological battles of the 19th and early
20th centuries—rooted in Marxism, liberalism, and conservatism—were giving way to a more
pragmatic, technocratic approach to governance and policy-making. This article delves into Bell’s
thesis, its historical context, its implications for contemporary political theory, and the ongoing
debates it has sparked within academic and political circles.

The Historical Context of "The End of Ideology"

To understand the significance of Daniel Bell’s argument, it is essential to situate it within the socio-
political landscape of the post-World War II era. The devastation wrought by the war and the horrors
of totalitarian regimes led many intellectuals to question the viability of rigid ideological dogmas.
During the 1950s and 1960s, the Cold War dominated global politics, pitting the capitalist West
against the communist East. However, Bell contended that this binary opposition masked a deeper
political evolution.

Bell observed that the working classes in Western democracies no longer adhered strictly to Marxist
or socialist ideologies. Instead, there was a growing acceptance of welfare states, mixed economies,
and a consensus-driven political culture. This, he claimed, marked the decline of ideological fervor
and the rise of a more pragmatic, policy-oriented approach. The "end of ideology" did not mean the
disappearance of political thought but rather a shift away from utopian visions toward practical
problem-solving.

Daniel Bell’s Core Thesis

At the heart of Bell’s argument lies the assertion that the great ideological conflicts had become
obsolete because they failed to address the complexities of modern industrial society. He suggested
that:



Traditional ideologies were overly simplistic and failed to accommodate pluralism and social
complexity.

The post-war consensus around welfare capitalism and mixed economies rendered ideological
extremes less attractive.

A new class of intellectuals and technocrats emerged, emphasizing empirical analysis and
incremental reform over revolutionary change.

Bell’s perspective was informed by empirical sociological research, which showed a decline in
working-class radicalism and a preference for moderate political parties. In this sense, the "end of
ideology" was not merely a theoretical proposition but a reflection of observable social trends.

The Impact on Political Science and Sociological
Theory

The publication of "The End of Ideology" significantly influenced political science and sociology by
challenging traditional frameworks that prioritized ideological conflict as the primary driver of
political behavior. Bell’s work encouraged scholars to reconsider the role of ideology in shaping
political identities and policy preferences.

Shifts in Political Behavior and Policy-Making

Bell’s thesis anticipated several key developments in political behavior:

Rise of Technocracy: The increasing reliance on experts and bureaucrats in policy1.
formulation signals a move away from ideological debates toward evidence-based decision-
making.

Consensus Politics: The political center gained prominence as parties sought broad appeal,2.
often compromising on ideological purity to achieve practical governance.

Decline of Mass Ideological Movements: Traditional ideological movements, especially3.
those based on class struggle, saw diminished influence in Western democracies.

These developments resonate with Bell’s view that pragmatic governance, rather than ideological
confrontation, would characterize modern societies.

Critiques and Reappraisals



While Daniel Bell’s concept of the end of ideology was widely influential, it also attracted criticism.
Critics argued that:

Ideology had not ended but merely transformed, adapting to new social realities rather than
disappearing.

Emerging political movements in the 1960s and beyond—such as civil rights,
environmentalism, and identity politics—demonstrated the enduring power of ideological
commitment.

The Cold War itself was an ideological struggle, suggesting that ideology remained central to
global conflict.

Moreover, the resurgence of populism, nationalism, and polarized politics in recent decades
challenges the notion that ideological confrontation is obsolete. These developments prompt ongoing
debate about the relevance of Bell’s thesis in the 21st century.

The End of Ideology in Contemporary Perspective

In the context of today’s political landscape, revisiting Bell’s "end of ideology" offers valuable
insights and raises important questions about the nature of political engagement and governance.

Technocracy versus Populism

One of the most striking contrasts to Bell’s vision is the simultaneous rise of technocratic
governance and populist movements. On one hand, governments and international institutions
increasingly rely on experts to navigate complex issues such as climate change, public health, and
economic globalization. This trend aligns closely with Bell’s prediction of a pragmatic, post-
ideological governance model.

On the other hand, populist leaders and movements invoke strong ideological narratives centered on
nationalism, identity, and anti-elitism. These forces challenge technocracy and suggest a
reemergence of ideological polarization. The tension between technocratic pragmatism and
ideological populism illustrates the ongoing relevance and limits of Bell’s thesis.

The Role of Ideology in a Postmodern Age

Contemporary political theorists often argue that ideology has not ended but fragmented into
multiple, competing narratives. The rise of identity politics, cultural debates, and alternative media
ecosystems indicates that ideological frameworks continue to shape political behavior and social
movements, albeit in more diffuse and decentralized forms.



This evolution complicates Bell’s original thesis, suggesting that while grand ideological systems
may have declined, smaller-scale ideological conflicts persist across diverse social domains.

Key Features of Daniel Bell’s "The End of Ideology"

To better appreciate the nuances of Bell’s argument, it is helpful to outline its key features:

Pragmatism over Utopianism: Focus on practical solutions to social problems rather than
grand ideological blueprints.

Consensus Over Conflict: Emphasis on political compromise and social stability.

Technocratic Governance: Increasing importance of experts and empirical knowledge in
policy-making.

Decline of Class-Based Politics: Reduced significance of class struggle and Marxist ideology
in shaping political alignments.

Shift in Intellectual Culture: Move away from ideological polemics toward social science-
informed analysis.

These features collectively depict a transformed political landscape, one that prioritizes adaptation
and management of complex social realities.

Pros and Cons of Bell’s Thesis

Understanding the strengths and limitations of the end of ideology thesis is crucial for a balanced
appraisal:

Pros:

Accurately identified shifts in Western political behavior during the mid-20th century.

Encouraged a more empirical and pragmatic approach to political analysis.

Helped explain the rise of welfare states and consensus politics.

Cons:

Underestimated the persistence and adaptability of ideology in political life.



Did not foresee the ideological intensity of later social movements and global conflicts.

Overlooked non-Western political dynamics where ideology remained central.

These considerations underscore the importance of contextualizing Bell’s work within its historical
moment while recognizing its limitations in explaining ongoing political developments.

The concept of "the end of ideology daniel bell" remains a foundational reference point for scholars
exploring the evolution of political thought in modern societies. While the mid-20th century
appeared to validate Bell’s claims with the triumph of welfare capitalism and relative political
moderation, subsequent decades have revealed a more complex and contested political terrain.
Nonetheless, Bell’s insights into the interplay between ideology, pragmatism, and social change
continue to inform contemporary debates about the role of ideas in shaping the future of governance
and democracy.

The End Of Ideology Daniel Bell

  the end of ideology daniel bell: The End of Ideology Daniel Bell, 2000 Indeed, he argues
that as the world undergoes greater economic integration, it is also experiencing great political
fragmentation, as people retreat to more primordial units for the purposes of self-identity.--BOOK
JACKET.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Daniel Bell and the Decline of Intellectual Radicalism
Howard Brick, 1986 What causes a generation of intellectuals to switch its political allegiances--in
particular, to move from the opposition to the mainstream? In U.S. history, it is the experience of the
Old Left intellectuals, who swung from avowal of socialism or Communism in the 1930s to apology
for American liberalism in the 1950s, that raises this question pointedly. In this highly original and
broadsweeping study, Howard Brick focuses on the career of Daniel Bell as an illustrative case of
political transformation, combining intellectual history, biography, and the history of sociology to
explain Bell's emerging thought in terms of the tensions between socialists and sociological theory.
The resulting work will be of compelling interest to Marxists and American intellectual historians, to
sociologists, and to all students of twentieth-century American thought and culture. Daniel Bell's
route to political reconciliation was a tortuous one. While it is common wisdom to cite World War II
as the force that welded national unity and brought Depression-era radicals to an appreciation of
democratic institutions, the war actually turned the young Bell to the left. Opposing the centralized
power of American business and military elites at war's end, Bell shared the new radicalism that
infused Dwight MacDonald's Politics Magazine and motivated C. Wright Mills' early work.
Nonetheless, by the early 1950s, Bell had declared the demise of American socialism and endorsed
the welfare reforms of the Fair Deal. Brick's study finds, however, that the new radicalism of the
mid-1940s helped to shape Bell's mature perspective, giving it a richness and critical edge often
unrecognized. Brick finds that the heritage of modernism, as manifested in social theory, knit
together the process of political transformation, combining disdain for the false promises of liberal
progress, estrangement from society at large, and reconciliation with a reality perceived to be full of
unconquerable tensions. Brick locates the foundations of Bell's mature social theory in the historical
context of his early work--particularly in the political concessions made by the social-democratic
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movement, in the face of the Cold War, to the reconstruction of capitalist order in the West. The
crucial turning point, in World politics as in Bell's thinking, can be located in the years 1947-49.
After that point, the different strands of Bell's thinking came together to represent the
contradictions in the perspective of a social democrat trapped by the iron cage of capitalism, who
saw in his political accommodation both the road to progress and the rupture of his hopes. This
peculiar paradigm, shaped by the experiences of deradicalization, lies at the heart of Daniel Bell's
social theory, Brick finds. At the present critical point in American history, as a new generation of
leftist intellectuals undergoes a process similar to that of Bell's generation, Brick's work will be
especially important in understanding the historical phenomenon of deradicalization.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: The End of Ideology Daniel Bell, 1988
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Daniel Bell, the End of Ideology , Features excerpts from The
End of Ideology, by American sociologist Daniel Bell (b. 1919), provided online by Al Filreis. Offers
access to the full-text of chapter 13, a biographical profile of Bell, and parts of the conclusion.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Daniel Bell Malcolm Waters, 1996 Daniel Bell is perhaps the
most famous sociologist of his generation. In this invaluable introduction, Malcolm Waters presents
Bell's arguments clearly and fairly.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: The End of Ideology Daniel Bell, 1965 USA. Sociological
study of American behaviour and thought - covers mass society and mass media, political leadership,
the capitalist regime and work (including trade unionism), the decline in criminality (offenders),
minority groups, failure of the socialist movement in the usa, historical and political aspects of
communist social theory and political theory in the USSR. Annotated bibliography pp. 379 to 397.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Consensus and Conflict Seymour Martin Lipset, 1985-01-01
The first of two volumes of Seymour Martin Lipsit's major papers deals with social and political
conflict and, to a lesser extent, the way in which value systems and political institutions maintain
order and consensus. Together these papers expound Lipset's thesis that, although all complex
societies are characterized by a high degree of internal tension and conflict, consensual institutions
and values are necessary conditions for their persistence.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: The New York Intellectuals Reader Neil Jumonville,
2013-10-31 In the early 1930’s in a small alcove at City College in New York a group of young,
passionate, and politically radical students argued for hours about the finer points of Marxist
doctrine, the true nature of socialism, and whether or not Stalin or Trotsky was the true heir to
Lenin. These young intellectuals went on to write for and found some of the most well known
political and literary journals of the 20th century such as The Masses, Politics, Partisan Review,
Encounter, Commentary, Dissent and The Public Interest. Figures such as Daniel Bell, Nathan
Glazer, Sidney Hook, Susan Sontag, Dwight MacDonald, and Seymour Lipset penned some of the
most important books of social science in the mid-twentieth century. They believed, above all else, in
the importance of argument and the power of the pen. They were a vibrant group of engaged
political thinkers and writers, but most importantly they were public intellectuals committed to
addressing the most important political, social and cultural questions of the day. Here, with helpful
head notes and a comprehensive introduction by Neil Jumonville, The New York Intellectuals Reader
brings the work of these thinkers back into conversation.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Beyond the Gray Flannel Suit David Castronovo,
2004-09-01 Discusses the major literary works of the 1950s, which introduced new forms and dealt
with such controversial topics as racial discrimination, religious differences, and social class.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Age of Contradiction Howard Brick, 2000 In Age of
Contradiction, Howard Brick provides a rich context for understanding historical events, cultural
tensions, political figures, artistic works, and trends of intellectual life. His lucid and comprehensive
book combines the best methods of historical analysis and assessment with fascinating subject
matter to create a three-dimensional portrait of a complicated time. In one of the only books on the
1960s to put ideas at the center of the period's history, Brick carefully explores the dilemmas, the
promise, and the legacy of American thought in that time.



  the end of ideology daniel bell: The Future of the World Jenny Andersson, 2018-07-25 The
Future of the World is devoted to the intriguing field of study which emerged after World War Two,
futurism or futurology. Jenny Andersson explains how futurist scholars and researchers imagined the
Cold War and post Cold War world and the tools and methods they would use to influence and
change that world. Futurists were a motley crew of Cold War warriors, nuclear scientists,
journalists, and peace activists. Some argued it should be a closed sphere of science defined by
delimited probabilities. They were challenged by alternative notions of the future as a potentially
open realm. Futurism also drew on an eclectic range of repertoires, some of which were deduced
from positivist social science, mathematics, and nuclear physics, and some of which sprung from
alternative forms of knowledge in science fiction, journalism, or religion. These different forms of
prediction laid very different claims to how accurately futures could be known, and what kind of
control could be exerted over what was yet to come. The Future of the World carefully examines
these different engagements with the future, and inscribes them in the intellectual history of the
post war period. Using unexplored archival collections, The Future of the World reconstructs the
Cold War networks of futurologists and futurists.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Critical Crossings Neil Jumonville, 2023-11-15 The period
immediately following the Second World War was a time, observed Randall Jarrell, when many
American writers looked to the art of criticism as the representative act of the intellectual.
Rethinking this interval in our culture, Neil Jumonville focuses on the group of writers and thinkers
who founded, edited, and wrote for some of the most influential magazines in the country, including
Partisan Review, Politics, Commentary, and Dissent. In their rejection of ideological, visionary, and
romantic outlooks, reviewers and essayists such as Sidney Hook, Irving Howe, Lionel Trilling,
Harold Rosenberg, and Daniel Bell adopted a pragmatic criticism that had a profound influence on
the American intellectual community. By placing pragmatism at the center of intellectual activity,
the New York Critics crossed from large belief systems to more tentative answers in the hope of
redefining the proper function of the intellectual in the new postwar world. Because members of the
New York group always valued being intellectuals more than being political leftists, they adopted a
cultural elitism that opposed mass culture. Ready to combat any form of absolutist thought, they
found themselves pitted against a series of antagonists, from the 1930s to the present, whom they
considered insufficiently rational and analytical to be good intellectuals: the Communists and their
sympathizers, the Beat writers, and the New Left. Jumonville tells the story of some of the paradoxes
and dilemmas that confront all intellectuals. In this sense the book is as much about what it means
to be an intellectual as it is about a specific group of thinkers. This title is part of UC Press's Voices
Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s mission to seek out and
cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating
to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using
print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1991.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Why Americans Hate Politics E.J. Dionne, 2013-10-08 In this
new edition of his national bestseller, E. J. Dionne brings up to date his influential proposals for a
politics that can and must find a balance between rights and obligations, between responsibility and
compassion. All over the United States, Americans are deserting the political process. Why? In this
national bestseller, one of our shrewdest political observers traces thirty years of volatile political
history and finds that on point after point, liberals and conservatives are framing issues as a series
of false choices, making it impossible for politicians to solve problems, and alienating voters in the
process. Now with a new afterword discussing the Clarence Thomas confirmation hearings and the
1992 presidential election, Dionne explores what has gone wrong with the American system and
offers a back-to-basics approach to politics designed to respond to the anger of America's restive
majority. From the New, Updated Introduction: At the heart of Why Americans Hate Politics is the
view that ideas shape politics far more than most accounts of public life usually allow. I believe ideas
matter not only to elites and intellectuals, but also to rank and file voters. Indeed, I often think that
the rank and file see the importance of ideas more clearly than the elites, who often find themselves



surprised by the rise of the movements that arise from the bottom up and shape our politics.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Transatlantic Intellectual Networks, 1914-1964 Hans
Bak, Céline Mansanti, 2019-11-13 The twelve essays in this book – by scholars from the U.S., France,
Germany, the Netherlands and the Czech Republic – offer new transnational perspectives in
transatlantic historical, literary, and cultural studies. They explore the special role of American and
European intellectuals as agents of transatlantic cultural transfer, and examine the mechanisms and
instruments through which artists, writers and intellectuals communicated across oceans and
national borders, in the half century between 1914 and 1964. Their focus is on transatlantic
networks and the instruments of culture through which such networks become operative as sites of
cross-cultural exchange, circulation and interaction: magazines, cafés, publishing houses, book fairs,
agents, translators, and mediators – and last but not least, transatlantic personal friendships.
Contending that the dynamics of transatlantic cultural transfer need to be understood as reciprocal
and multi-directional, they also exemplify the shift within transatlantic intellectual history from a
traditional concern with European-U.S. relations to a multidirectional, triangular exploration of
cultural, political and intellectual relations between Europe, the United States, and Latin America.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Self-Determination & Constitution Making in Nepal Surendra
Bhandari, 2014-04-28 This book systematically analyzes why constitutions do not survive in Nepal,
despite sixty years of constitutional history. The author discusses the epistemology of ethnic
federalism in Nepal and examines the challenges of nation building and post-nation
constitutionalism. The work addresses the connection between ethnic identity, right to
self-determination, constitution making and state restructuring, offering possible ways forward for
Nepal. Chapters consider lessons to be drawn from the past and examine reasons for the abolition of
monarchy in Nepal. The book highlights the major problems that the first elected Constituent
Assembly (CA) faced in promulgating a new constitution, before it was dissolved in 2012. The
concept of right to self-determination and its complexities at the domestic level are all explored,
along with ways forward to address the problem of constitutionalism, ethnic federalism and
democracy. The author offers solutions as to how the second CA could address problems to
promulgate a new constitution. The book elaborates on the role that constitutionalism plays in
constitution making and the survival of a constitution. Scholars of politics and international studies,
policy makers and those with an interest in law and constitution in Asia will all find this work of
interest.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Mercy, Mercy Me James C. Hall, 2001-10-19 Using an
interdisciplinary approach, this book argues that American artistry in the 1960s can be understood
as one of the most vital and compelling interrogations of modernity. James C. Hall finds that the
legacy of slavery and the resistance to it have by necessity made African Americans among the most
incisive critics and celebrants of the Enlightenment inheritance. Focusing on the work of six
individuals--Robert Hayden, William Demby, Paule Marshall, John Coltrane, Romare Bearden, and
W.E.B. DuBois--Mercy, Mercy Me seeks to recover an American tradition of evaluating the dialectic
of the Enlightenment.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: The Tragedy of Political Science David M. Ricci, 1984-01-01
This book is both a comprehensive review and a thoughtful critique of the development of political
science as an academic discipline in this century. David Ricci eloquently describes the tragic
dilemma of political science in America: when political scholars deal with politics in a scientific
fashion, they reveal facts that contradict democratic expectations; when the same scholars seek to
justify those expectations, their moral arguments carry little professional weight.--Jacket.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: The Dunayevskaya-Marcuse-Fromm Correspondence,
1954–1978 Kevin B. Anderson, Russell Rockwell, 2012-04-13 This book presents for the first time
the correspondence during the years 1954 to 1978 between the Marxist-Humanist and feminist
philosopher Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-87) and two other noted thinkers, the Hegelian Marxist
philosopher and social theorist Herbert Marcuse (1898-1979) and the psychologist and social critic
Erich Fromm (1900-80), both of the latter members of the Frankfurt School of Critical Theory. In



their introduction, editors Kevin B. Anderson and Russell Rockwell focus on the theoretical and
political dialogues in these letters, which cover topics such as dialectical social theory, Marxist
economics, socialist humanism, the structure and contradictions of modern capitalism, the history of
Marxism and of the Frankfurt School, feminism and revolution, developments in the USSR, Cuba,
and China, and emergence of the New Left of the 1960s. The editors’ extensive explanatory notes
offer helpful background information, definitions of theoretical concepts, and source references.
Among the thinkers discussed in the correspondence – some of them quite critically-- are Karl Marx,
G. W. F. Hegel, Rosa Luxemburg, Georg Lukács, Theodor Adorno, Max Horkheimer, Jean-Paul
Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, V. I. Lenin, Nikolai Bukharin, Sigmund Freud, Leon Trotsky, Mao
Zedong, Daniel Bell, and Seymour Martin Lipset. As a whole, this volume shows the deeply Marxist
and humanist concerns of these thinkers, each of whom had a lifelong concern with rethinking Marx
and Hegel as the foundation for an analysis of capitalist modernity and its forces of opposition.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Imaginary Futures Richard Barbrook, 2007-04-20 This book
is a history of the future. It shows how our contemporary understanding of the Internet is shaped by
visions of the future that were put together in the 1950s and 1960s. At the height of the Cold War,
the Americans invented the only working model of communism in human history: the Internet. Yet,
for all of its libertarian potential, the goal of this hi-tech project was geopolitical dominance: the
ownership of time was control over the destiny of humanity. The potentially subversive theory of
cybernetics was transformed into the military-friendly project of 'artificial intelligence'. Capitalist
growth became the fastest route to the 'information society'. The rest of the world was expected to
follow America's path into the networked future. Today, we're still being told that the Internet is
creating the information society - and that America today is everywhere else tomorrow. Thankfully,
at the beginning of the twenty-first century, the DIY ethic of the Internet shows that people can
resist these authoritarian prophecies by shaping information technologies in their own interest.
Ultimately, if we don't want the future to be what it used to be, we must invent our own, improved
and truly revolutionary future.
  the end of ideology daniel bell: Americans Thinking America Charles Lemert, 2025-01-31
In this dynamic book, Charles Lemert elaborates a vigorous, distinctive, and creative American
tradition in social thought. American social theory has tended to be overshadowed by European
social thought. Yet, looking deeper, Americans have always made important contributions to social
theory. Drawing upon the work of a dazzling array of both seminal and unjustly overlooked
philosophers, sociologists, litterateurs, and political activists, Lemert constructs a coherent yet
variegated intellectual framework for understanding American social theory and culture from the
colonial era to the present. In doing so, Lemert analyses American intellectual attitudes on race,
gender, popular culture, political thought, capitalism, and social movements, while also exploring
schools of thought from transcendentalism and pragmatism to interactionism and intersectionality.
In his inimitable style, Charles Lemert, a master of finding theory where you’d least expect it, offers
a masterful rendering of the American tradition in social theory. In doing so, Lemert shines new
light on social theory and American history. Both authoritative and accessible, this indispensable
work will be essential reading for students, scholars, and general readers with interests in social
theory and American social history.
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