
the canterbury tales a reading

The Canterbury Tales: A Reading Journey Through Medieval England

the canterbury tales a reading offers a fascinating glimpse into medieval life, culture, and storytelling.

Geoffrey Chaucer’s iconic work, written in the late 14th century, remains one of the most celebrated

pieces of English literature. Its vivid characters, engaging narratives, and rich use of Middle English

make it a rewarding experience for readers who dive into its pages. Whether you’re a student, a

literature enthusiast, or simply curious about medieval storytelling, exploring The Canterbury Tales can

be both enlightening and entertaining.

Understanding The Canterbury Tales: A Reading Experience

Embarking on the canterbury tales a reading journey means more than just following the plot. It

involves immersing yourself in a vibrant tapestry of voices, each telling their own story on a pilgrimage

to Canterbury Cathedral. Chaucer’s work is structured as a frame narrative, where a group of pilgrims

travel together and share tales. This setup not only provides variety but also offers a window into the

social dynamics of 14th-century England.

Why The Canterbury Tales Remain Relevant Today

One of the reasons the canterbury tales a reading continues to captivate audiences is its timeless

exploration of human nature. Themes such as love, greed, faith, and social satire resonate even

centuries after the tales were first penned. Chaucer’s clever use of humor and irony invites readers to

reflect on society’s complexities while enjoying compelling storytelling.

Moreover, the characters in The Canterbury Tales represent a cross-section of medieval society —



from knights and nuns to merchants and peasants. This diversity allows readers to see multiple

perspectives and understand the social hierarchy of the time. For modern readers, this diversity offers

an engaging way to learn about history through narrative rather than dry facts.

Tips for Approaching The Canterbury Tales A Reading

Reading The Canterbury Tales can be challenging due to its original Middle English language and the

sometimes unfamiliar context. Here are some tips to make your reading experience more enjoyable

and insightful:

1. Choose the Right Edition

There are many editions of The Canterbury Tales available, ranging from the original Middle English

text to modern English translations. If you’re new to Chaucer, starting with a modern translation or a

side-by-side edition can help you grasp the meaning without getting lost in the language.

2. Understand the Historical Context

Knowing a bit about medieval England’s society, religion, and politics can enhance your appreciation

of the tales. For instance, understanding the significance of pilgrimage during the Middle Ages adds

depth to the frame narrative. Many online resources and annotated editions provide helpful background

information.

3. Take Your Time with Each Tale

Each tale within The Canterbury Tales has its own tone and style — some are humorous, others



moralistic, and some even bawdy. Don’t rush through them; instead, savor the language and reflect on

the themes presented. This approach helps you connect with the stories on a deeper level.

Exploring Key Themes Through The Canterbury Tales A

Reading

Chaucer’s work is rich with themes that continue to spark discussion and analysis. Here are a few key

themes you’ll encounter during a canterbury tales a reading:

Social Satire and Critique

Many tales serve as a critique of the social and religious institutions of Chaucer’s time. Through witty

characters like the Pardoner or the Friar, Chaucer exposes hypocrisy and corruption. This satirical

edge invites readers to question authority and societal norms, making the work surprisingly

progressive.

The Complexity of Human Nature

Characters in The Canterbury Tales are far from one-dimensional. They possess flaws, virtues, and

contradictions, making them relatable even today. For example, the Wife of Bath challenges traditional

gender roles with her bold personality and views on marriage, offering a nuanced look at medieval

womanhood.

Religion and Morality



Religion plays a central role in the tales, both as a subject of genuine faith and as a target of satire.

The pilgrimage itself is a religious journey, but many characters’ behaviors reflect personal ambitions

and weaknesses. This duality explores the tension between ideal morality and human imperfection.

Techniques to Enhance Your The Canterbury Tales A Reading

To fully appreciate Chaucer’s artistry, consider these reading strategies:

Read Aloud: Chaucer’s rhythmic verse comes alive when spoken. Reading aloud can help you

appreciate the poetic structure and humor.

Use Annotations: Footnotes and annotations can clarify archaic words and cultural references,

making the text more accessible.

Discuss with Others: Joining a reading group or online forum allows you to share interpretations

and gain new insights.

The Impact of The Canterbury Tales on English Literature

The canterbury tales a reading is not only a journey through stories but also a journey through the

evolution of the English language and literature. Chaucer is often called the “Father of English

literature” because he was one of the first writers to use the English vernacular instead of Latin or

French, making literature accessible to a broader audience.

His work influenced countless writers and helped shape narrative storytelling in English. The use of

diverse characters and interwoven stories established a literary model that continues to inspire authors



today. For readers interested in literary history, understanding The Canterbury Tales is essential.

The Language of The Canterbury Tales

One of the most intriguing aspects of the canterbury tales a reading is Chaucer’s Middle English,

which differs significantly from modern English. While this can initially seem daunting, it also provides a

fascinating linguistic snapshot of the time.

Many modern editions include glossaries or side-by-side translations to bridge the gap. Exploring the

original language can deepen appreciation for Chaucer’s poetic skill and the evolution of English.

Personal Reflections on The Canterbury Tales A Reading

Engaging with The Canterbury Tales invites a personal connection to history and storytelling. Readers

often find themselves laughing at the humor, contemplating moral questions, or marveling at the vivid

character portraits. The variety of tales means there is something for everyone — from romance and

comedy to tragedy and social commentary.

For many, the canterbury tales a reading becomes more than just an academic exercise; it becomes a

conversation across time. It’s a reminder that storytelling is a universal human experience,

transcending centuries and cultures.

As you delve into Chaucer’s world, you might find yourself relating to the pilgrims’ hopes, flaws, and

dreams, making the medieval journey surprisingly contemporary. Whether you read the tales in small

pieces or in one immersive session, the richness of the text will continue to unfold with each revisit.

The Canterbury Tales remains a vibrant literary treasure, inviting readers to explore the complexities of

human nature and society through a joyous pilgrimage of stories.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'The Canterbury Tales' in English

literature?

'The Canterbury Tales' by Geoffrey Chaucer is significant because it is one of the earliest and most

important works written in Middle English, showcasing a wide range of characters and stories that

provide insight into medieval society and culture.

How does 'The Canterbury Tales' structure its narratives?

The work is structured as a frame narrative, where a group of pilgrims traveling to Canterbury each tell

stories to entertain one another, resulting in a diverse collection of tales across various genres.

What themes are commonly explored in 'The Canterbury Tales'?

Common themes include social class and hierarchy, morality and virtue, religion and corruption, love

and marriage, and human folly, all explored through the varied stories of the pilgrims.

Why is reading 'The Canterbury Tales' challenging for modern readers?

Modern readers often find 'The Canterbury Tales' challenging due to its Middle English language,

archaic vocabulary, and cultural references that require historical context for full understanding.

How can readers approach 'The Canterbury Tales' to better understand

it?

Readers can use annotated editions, modern English translations, and supplementary historical

analyses to better understand the language, context, and themes of 'The Canterbury Tales'.



What role does humor play in 'The Canterbury Tales'?

Humor in 'The Canterbury Tales' serves to critique societal norms and human behaviors, often using

satire and irony to expose corruption, hypocrisy, and folly among different social classes.

Additional Resources

The Canterbury Tales: A Reading That Bridges Medieval and Modern Perspectives

the canterbury tales a reading invites readers into a vibrant tapestry of medieval life, culture, and

storytelling. Geoffrey Chaucer's seminal work, penned in the late 14th century, remains a cornerstone

of English literature, offering a multifaceted glimpse into the social dynamics and human nature of its

time. This article explores the enduring relevance of The Canterbury Tales by analyzing its narrative

structure, thematic depth, and linguistic innovation, while also considering how contemporary readers

approach this classic text.

Understanding The Canterbury Tales: A Reading of Its Core

Elements

The Canterbury Tales is not merely a collection of stories; it is a complex narrative framework where

individual tales are embedded within a larger pilgrimage journey. This layered storytelling approach

creates a rich interplay between narrator and characters, allowing for a diverse range of voices and

perspectives. The text’s fragmented yet cohesive structure challenges readers to engage with each

tale both independently and as part of a broader social commentary.

From a literary perspective, the work stands out for its use of Middle English, which at the time marked

a significant departure from the dominance of Latin and French in scholarly and courtly writings. This

linguistic choice democratizes the stories, making them accessible to a wider audience and preserving

vernacular speech patterns that illuminate the era’s cultural nuances.



The Narrative Framework: Pilgrimage as a Literary Device

At the heart of The Canterbury Tales is the pilgrimage to Canterbury Cathedral, a setting that serves

as both literal journey and metaphorical exploration of human experience. Each pilgrim recounts a tale,

reflecting their social status, personality, and worldview. This framing device is crucial in understanding

the work’s thematic complexity. It allows Chaucer to juxtapose characters from different strata of

society—knights, merchants, clergy, and peasants—thereby providing a panoramic view of 14th-century

England.

The pilgrimage setting also introduces an element of performative storytelling, where each narrator

consciously crafts their tale to entertain, instruct, or persuade the audience. This meta-narrative aspect

enhances the reading experience, prompting readers to consider the reliability and intentions behind

each story.

Thematic Diversity Within The Canterbury Tales

A comprehensive reading of The Canterbury Tales reveals a spectrum of themes, ranging from love

and chivalry to corruption and hypocrisy. These themes resonate through individual tales and

collectively critique societal norms.

Social Satire: Many tales expose the moral failings and pretensions of various social classes,

particularly the clergy. The Pardoner’s Tale and the Summoner’s Tale, for instance, use irony

and humor to highlight ecclesiastical corruption.

Human Nature and Morality: The work frequently grapples with questions of virtue, vice, and

redemption. The Wife of Bath’s Tale, with its focus on gender roles and power dynamics,

challenges traditional medieval perspectives on marriage and authority.



Religious Faith and Skepticism: While the pilgrimage itself is a religious act, several tales reveal

the tension between genuine piety and cynical manipulation of faith.

This thematic richness encourages multiple interpretations and has made The Canterbury Tales a

fertile ground for scholarly analysis and pedagogical use.

How Modern Readers Engage with The Canterbury Tales

The canterbury tales a reading experience today often involves navigating the challenges posed by

Middle English language and historical context. Modern editions frequently include glossaries,

annotations, and translations to bridge the gap between Chaucer’s time and present-day audiences.

These tools are essential in making the text approachable without diluting its linguistic artistry.

Comparisons with Contemporary Storytelling

Modern readers may find parallels between Chaucer’s narrative approach and contemporary anthology

formats or multi-perspective storytelling seen in film and literature. The use of distinct voices to reveal

character through personal narrative predates and arguably influences modern techniques such as

unreliable narrators and metafiction.

Moreover, the blend of humor, social critique, and moral inquiry in The Canterbury Tales mirrors

ongoing literary traditions that question societal values through accessible storytelling. This continuity

underscores the text’s lasting appeal and relevance.



Pros and Cons of Different Editions and Translations

When approaching The Canterbury Tales, readers encounter a variety of editions that vary in fidelity to

the original Middle English, readability, and scholarly apparatus.

Original Middle English Texts: Offer authenticity and linguistic challenge but require prior1.

knowledge or supplementary resources.

Modern English Translations: Enhance accessibility and comprehension but may lose some of2.

the original’s poetic rhythm and wordplay.

Annotated Editions: Provide valuable context, historical background, and interpretive guidance,3.

making them ideal for academic study.

Each approach serves different reader needs, from casual interest to in-depth scholarship.

The Impact of The Canterbury Tales on English Literature and

Culture

The canterbury tales a reading is not only an exploration of medieval narratives but also a gateway to

understanding the evolution of English literature. Chaucer’s work laid foundational elements for

narrative poetry and character-driven storytelling that influenced subsequent generations of writers.

Its cultural impact extends beyond literature; the tales have inspired adaptations in theater, film, and

visual arts, reflecting its versatility and enduring significance. The characters’ vivid portrayals and

ethical dilemmas continue to resonate, prompting reflection on human behavior across centuries.



Engaging with The Canterbury Tales today offers more than historical insight—it connects readers to

the universal themes of storytelling itself, illustrating how narratives can shape and reflect social

realities.

The Canterbury Tales A Reading

  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales Derek Traversi, 1983
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 1982-02-01 Lively,
absorbing, often outrageously funny, Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales is a work of genius, an
undisputed classic that has held a special appeal for each generation of readers. The Tales gathers
twenty-nine of literature’s most enduring (and endearing) characters in a vivid group portrait that
captures the full spectrum of medieval society, from the exalted Knight to the humble Plowman. This
new edition includes a comprehensive introduction that summarizes some of the most important
historical events and movements that defined the world of Chaucer and his pilgrims; two additional
tales (Reeve’s and Shipman’s); introductions for each tale designed to prepare the reader for a
better understanding and enjoyment of the tale; newly written and conveniently placed explanatory
notes; and a new, more easily understood system for learning to pronounce Chaucerian Middle
English.
  the canterbury tales a reading: Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 2011-10 Four Canterbury
Tales: For venturesome readers only All in the original Middle English made reader-friendly with
modern spelling and every possible aid right on the page. Not for those afraid of a little mental work
or a lot of hearty laughter. The Miller's Tale: Bawdy, well-plotted, uproariously funny. The first great
short story in English. The Pardoner's Tale: A professional televangelist before TV, the most dubious
character on the pilgrimage boasts of his confidence tricks but tells a powerful tale of greed and
treachery. The Wife of Bath's Tale: The first and funniest feminist manifesto and handbook in
English. How to marry money and manage men for fun and profit. The Wife shows: 1. How to marry
wealthy older men and how to deny them sex and overwhelm them with it in turn. 2. When they die
of starvation or exhaustion, how to get new husbands meeke, young and fresh a-bed. Your tutor:
Alison Masterman, the Wife of Bath, veteran of five marriages and no divorces. The Nun's Priest's
Tale: The delightful barnyard fable by that merry preacher the Nun's Priest will set you cheering as
it does Harry Bailly, host of the tale-telling contest & Host of the Tabard Inn. About the Editor:
Michael Murphy, Professor Emeritus at the City University of New York, has edited several editions
of Chaucer.
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 1991 Lively,
absorbing, often outrageously funny, Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales is a work of genius, an
undisputed classic that has held a special appeal for each generation of readers. The Canterbury
Tales gather twenty-nine of literature's most enduring (and endearing) characters in a vivid group
portrait that captures the full spectrum of medieval society, from the exalted Knight to the humble
plowman. A graceful modren translation facing each page of the text allows the contemporary
reader to enjoy the fast pace of these selections from The Canterbury Tales with the poetry of the
Middle English original always at first hand.
  the canterbury tales a reading: Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 2015-05-05 Join a band
of curious cats for an adorable reading of Geoffrey Chaucer's the Canterbury Tales. Explore these
funny, sad, and bizarre tales from the father of English literature. Learn the significance of these
classic stories and read fun facts about the writer and poet, 14th century Europe and the very
beginning of the English language.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/the-canterbury-tales-a-reading.pdf


  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales in Plain and Simple English
(Translated) Geoffrey Chaucer, 2012-12-21 Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales is epic in
everyway; it have love, humor, history, religion--it has it all! Who wouldn't want to read this true
classic? Unfortunately, reading it and understanding it can be two very different things because the
English often just does not make sense to the modern reader. Let BookCaps help with this modern
translation. If you have struggled in the past reading old English, then BookCaps can help you out.
We all need refreshers every now and then. Whether you are a student trying to cram for that big
final, or someone just trying to understand a book more, BookCaps can help. We are a small, but
growing company, and are adding titles every month.
  the canterbury tales a reading: Holt McDougal Library, High School with Connections
Geoffrey Chaucer, 1998-02-17
  the canterbury tales a reading: A Chaucer Reader Geoffrey Chaucer, 1952
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 2017-07-12 This
classic book is always read again and again.What is the classic book?Why is the classic book?READ
READ READ.. then you'll know it's so cool.
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 2011-07-12 A clear
modern prose translation of Chaucer’s masterpiece of Middle English storytelling by the acclaimed
poet David Wright. The Canterbury Tales has entertained readers for centuries, with its comic
animal fables, moral allegories, miniature epics of courtly love, and rollicking erotic farces that bring
fourteenth-century England to life on every page. The gloriously varied stories, narrated by a group
of pilgrims on their way to Canterbury, are peopled with saints, sinners, and ordinary mortals in a
vivid panorama of the medieval world. This prose translation renders these tales as accessible and
irresistible to modern readers as they were to Chaucer’s contemporaries.
  the canterbury tales a reading: An Introduction to the Canterbury Tales Helen Phillips,
2000 This introduction to the Canterbury Tales for students is accessible to first time readers of
Chaucer and is also a significant critical study in its own right. It gives full separate readings of each
tale, together with clear expositions of the historical and literary backgrounds. Using modern
theoretical perspectives, the book focuses particularly on gender, political and narratological
approaches. The humour in the Tales and Chaucer's gifts for story telling and dialogue are rooted in
an extraordinary perceptiveness about timeless subjects such as human vanity, class consciousness,
snobbery, rivalry, robust honesty and self-sacrificing love. This book provides both a clear guide to
all aspects of the Canterbury Tales and insight into why it continues to be of importance to modern
readers.
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Franklin's Tale from the Canterbury Tales Geoffrey
Chaucer, 1992 This new edition of one of Chaucer's most popular Canterbury Tales will enable the
modern reader to participate fully in the imaginative experience it has to offer. Lexical notes are
provided at the foot of each page of text to help those approaching Chaucer for the first time to read
his poetry as it is intended to be read. The Introduction sets that poetry in its historical context, and
suggests the kind of imaginative adjustment that today's reader of medieval literature needs to make
in any critical response to it. Laying the emphasis on medieval rather than modern conceptions of
unity, character and style, the editor suggests that the organising principles of the tale are to be
found in the pattern of moral and philosophical ideas that are contained within it. The general issues
considered in the Introduction are developed in greater detail in the Commentary that follows the
text. A Select Bibliography concludes the book.
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales, and Other Poems Geoffrey
Chaucer, 2017-12-11 Geoffrey Chaucer's fourteenth-century masterpiece The Canterbury Tales is
such a rollicking good read that you'll forget many critics and scholars also regard it as one of the
most important literary works in English. A group of pilgrims are traveling together to visit a holy
shrine at the Canterbury Cathedral. Along the way, they decide to hold a storytelling contest to pass
the time, with the winner to be awarded a lavish feast on the return trip. The tales offered up in turn
by each of the travelers run the full gamut of human emotion, ranging from raucous and ribald jokes



to heartrending tales of doomed romance. Even if you don't consider yourself a fan of classic
literature, The Canterbury Tales is worth a read.
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales Derek A. TRAVERSI, 1983
  the canterbury tales a reading: Chaucer Geoffrey Chaucer, Steve Ellis, 2014-06-11 This new
addition to the Longman Critical Readers Series provides an overview of the various ways in which
modern critical theory has influenced Chaucer Studies over the last fifteen years. There is still a
sense in the academic world, and in the wider literary community, that Medieval Studies are
generally impervious to many of the questions that modern theory asks, and that it concerns itself
only with traditional philological and historical issues. On the contrary, this book shows how
Chaucer, specifically the Canterbury Tales, has been radically and excitingly 'opened up' by feminist,
Lacanian, Bakhtinian, deconstructive, semiotic and anthropological theories to name but a few. The
book provides an introduction to these new developments by anthologising some of the most
important work in the field, including excerpts from book-length works, as well as articles from
leading and innovative journals. The introduction to the volume examines in some detail the relation
between the individual strengths of each of the above approaches and the ways in which a
'postmodernist' Chaucer is seen as reflecting them all. This convenient single volume collection of
key critical analyses of Chaucer, which includes work from some journals and studies that are not
always easily available, will be indispensable to students of Medieval Studies, Medieval Literature
and Chaucer, as well as to general readers who seek to widen their understanding of the forces
behind Chaucer's writing.
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales in Modern Verse Geoffrey Chaucer,
2005 Readers of this witty and fluent new translation of The Canterbury Tales should find
themselves turning page after page: by recasting Chaucer's ten-syllable couplets into eight-syllable
lines, Joseph Glaser achieves a lighter, more rapid cadence than other translators, a four-beat
rhythm well-established in the English poetic tradition up to Chaucer's time. Glaser's shortened lines
make compelling reading and mirror the elegance and variety of Chaucer's verse to a degree rarely
met by translations that copy Chaucer beat for beat. Moreover, this translation's full, Chaucerian
range of diction--from earthy to Latinate--conveys the great scope of Chaucer's interests and effects.
The selection features complete translations of the majority of the stories, including all of the more
familiar tales and narrative links along with abridgments or summaries of the others. To reflect
Chaucer's interest in poetic technique, Glaser presents the tales written in non-couplet stanzas in
their original forms. An Introduction, marginal glosses, bibliography, and notes are also included.
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales Walter William Skeat,
Geoffrey Chaucer, 2018-10-07 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in
the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely
copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of
the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Tales Derek Antona Traversi, 1983
  the canterbury tales a reading: The Canterbury Geoffrey Chaucer, 2017-08-14 The
procession that crosses Chaucer's pages is as full of life and as richly textured as a medieval
tapestry. The Knight, the Miller, the Friar, the Squire, the Prioress, the Wife of Bath, and others who
make up the cast of characters -- including Chaucer himself -- are real people, with human emotions
and weaknesses. When it is remembered that Chaucer wrote in English at a time when Latin was the
standard literary language across western Europe, the magnitude of his achievement is even more
remarkable. But Chaucer's genius needs no historical introduction; it bursts forth from every page of



The Canterbury Tales. If we trust the General Prologue, Chaucer intended that each pilgrim should
tell two tales on the way to Canterbury and two tales on the way back. He never finished his
enormous project and even the completed tales were not finally revised. Scholars are uncertain
about the order of the tales. As the printing press had yet to be invented when Chaucer wrote his
works, The Canterbury Tales has been passed down in several handwritten manuscripts. When
confronted with the painful choice of whether or not to read Chaucer in the original Middle English,
I agonised for precisely four seconds and decided to read Nevill Coghill's modern translation in
lovely Penguin paperback. In the same way I wouldn't learn German to read Goethe, or unlearn
English to read Dan Brown, I refuse to learn archaic forms of English for pointless swotty
scholar-points, and grope instead for selfish readerly pleasure, two-fingering the purists and bunking
down with Mr. Nevill for nights of sumptuous moral homily, proto-feminist romantic comedy, and
high courtly drama. For Chaucer neophytes like me, this text captures the bouncy humour and
devilish cleverness of the original (not that I would know!), and hopefully will turn a generation of
frightened and unenlightened readers on to this master of verse. (And if you must know, my rhyming
homage review was lost due to a power failure and a more tempting invitation to eat pilaf rice with
Brian. Street children! Wives of Bath! Go forth and Chaucerize!) My biggest fear about this book was
that it would be like The Pilgrim's Progress. Although they followed a similar format, they couldn't
have been more different for me. The Pilgrim's Progress was boring and preachy, whereas this was
delightfully bawdy. There are many translations, from Middle English, to Victorian verse, to modern
day prose. So sample a few and read what you're comfortable with. Then dive in and enjoy the
stories. They can be read independently of one another, but often play off each other so they're best
read in order, though this differs between editions. If you happen to hit one you don't like, feel free
to skip it, as there'll be another riotous tale along soon enough. These can be read lightly, laughing
at the rudeness and humour, or studied more in depth, to find hidden subtleties and meanings. It's
the sort of book that re-reading will enrich your experience and it's one I'm glad to have tried for my
first time. So don't be scared of stuffy or complex tales because it's 600 years old. Really, not that
much has changed today. ABOUT GEOFFREY CHAUCER: Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1343 - October 25,
1400?) was an English author, poet, philosopher, bureaucrat, courtier and diplomat. Although he
wrote many works, he is best remembered for his unfinished frame narrative The Canterbury Tales.
Sometimes called the father of English literature, Chaucer is credited by some scholars as being the
first author to demonstrate the artistic legitimacy of the vernacular English language, rather than
French or Latin.
  the canterbury tales a reading: A Reading of the Canterbury Tales Bernard F. Huppé,
1964
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£500,000 renovation (Hosted on MSN22d) Owners of a “tired” pub say it will reopen later this
year after a £500,000 revamp – while its 17th-century boozer nearby continues to gather dust. The
Canterbury Tales pub, opposite The Marlowe
The Canterbury Tales pub near The Marlowe Theatre set to reopen thanks to Star Pubs
£500,000 renovation (Hosted on MSN22d) Owners of a “tired” pub say it will reopen later this
year after a £500,000 revamp – while its 17th-century boozer nearby continues to gather dust. The
Canterbury Tales pub, opposite The Marlowe
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