temple interview questions lds

Temple Interview Questions LDS: What to Expect and How to Prepare

Temple interview questions LDS members encounter are an important step in
preparing for temple ordinances. These interviews are deeply personal and
sacred, designed to help individuals reflect on their spiritual readiness and
commitment to the teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. If you or someone you know is preparing for a temple interview,
understanding what kinds of questions might be asked and the purpose behind
them can help ease any anxiety and foster a meaningful experience.

In this article, we'll explore the nature of temple interviews, common
questions asked during these sacred conversations, and how to prepare for
them with confidence and faith.

Understanding the Purpose of Temple Interviews

Temple interviews are not just routine checklists. They serve as a spiritual
preparation tool, ensuring that individuals are living in harmony with church
standards before entering the temple. These interviews are conducted by a
bishop or stake president and focus on worthiness, commitment, and
understanding of church teachings.

Unlike regular worthiness interviews, temple interviews delve deeper because
the temple ordinances are sacred and require a higher level of spiritual
readiness. The intent is to provide guidance, support, and clearance for
members to participate in temple worship, which includes ceremonies such as
baptisms for the dead, endowments, and sealings.

What Are Temple Recommend Interviews?

When members prepare to attend the temple, they must obtain a temple
recommend—a document that certifies their worthiness and is typically valid
for two years. To receive this recommend, members undergo two interviews: one
with their bishop and another with their stake president. Both interviews
cover similar questions but serve to confirm the individual’s commitment and
worthiness.

The questions asked are rooted in the Church’s standards, covering areas like
faith, repentance, honesty, chastity, and adherence to the Word of Wisdom
(the Church’s health code).



Common Temple Interview Questions LDS Members
Should Expect

The questions asked in temple interviews are designed to be straightforward
yet thought-provoking. They invite members to consider their spiritual
standing sincerely. While the exact wording might vary slightly depending on
the interviewer, the essential themes remain consistent.

Here are some examples of typical temple interview questions LDS members can
expect:

Faith and Beliefs

- Do you have faith in and a testimony of God the Eternal Father, His Son
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost?

- Do you have a testimony of the Atonement of Jesus Christ and of His role as
your Savior and Redeemer?

- Do you sustain the President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints as the prophet, seer, and revelator?

These questions assess your spiritual foundation and belief in core doctrines
of the Church.

Obedience to Commandments

- Do you keep the commandments of God, including the Word of Wisdom?
- Are you honest in your dealings with your fellowmen?
- Do you keep the law of chastity?

This set of questions ensures members live according to the Church’s moral
and behavioral standards.

Church Participation and Service

- Are you a full-tithe payer?
- Do you support and sustain the leaders of the Church?
- Are you living the law of the fast and paying your fast offerings?

These questions check commitment to Church responsibilities and service.



Personal Worthiness and Repentance

- Have you been honest in your personal conduct?
- Are there any sins or transgressions for which you have not repented?
- Do you strive to live the gospel principles taught by the Church?

These questions give members the opportunity to acknowledge areas where they
may need to repent or improve.

How to Prepare for Your Temple Interview

Preparation for a temple interview is more than memorizing answers; it's
about personal reflection and genuine commitment. Here are some tips to help
you prepare effectively:

Self-Reflection

Spend time in prayer and meditation before your interview. Reflect on your
spiritual journey, your adherence to Church commandments, and your personal
testimony. Being honest with yourself will help you answer questions
sincerely.

Study Church Teachings

Review scriptures, General Conference talks, and Church manuals that
emphasize temple worthiness and gospel principles. Understanding why certain
standards exist can deepen your commitment and clarify your answers during
the interview.

Be Honest and Open

Interviewers are there to help, not to judge. If you struggle with any
question or personal challenge, be honest. The interview is a safe space to
discuss your spiritual progress and receive guidance.

Know the Standards

Familiarize yourself with specific Church standards, such as the Word of
Wisdom, law of chastity, and tithing. Knowing these will help you feel
confident that you are meeting the requirements for temple worship.



What Happens During the Temple Interview?

Typically, the temple interview is a one-on-one meeting in a private setting,
lasting about 15 to 30 minutes. The bishop or stake president will ask you
the standard questions and may follow up with additional inquiries tailored
to your circumstances.

The tone is usually calm, respectful, and supportive. The leader's role is to
help you prepare spiritually, not to interrogate. After the interview, if you
meet the standards, the leader will sign your temple recommend, allowing you
access to temple ordinances.

Interview for Youth and New Converts

Youth preparing for their first temple recommend, often before missions or
significant life milestones, might have additional questions about their
commitment to living gospel standards. Similarly, new converts may be asked
about their understanding of temple covenants and their readiness to
participate.

Common Misconceptions About Temple Interviews

Many members feel nervous about temple interviews, sometimes fearing judgment
or thinking they must have “perfect” answers. However, it’s important to
remember:

- Temple interviews are not about perfection but worthiness. They focus on
sincere effort and repentance.

- You are encouraged to be honest about struggles and questions. Leaders are
there to help you grow spiritually.

- The interview is confidential, sacred, and designed to strengthen your
relationship with God.

Understanding these truths can transform apprehension into a sacred
opportunity for personal spiritual growth.

Additional Resources for Preparation

The Church provides many resources to help members prepare for temple
interviews:

- The official Church website offers the list of temple recommend questions
and guidelines.
- Scripture study guides and General Conference talks focus on gospel



standards and temple worship.
- Church leaders and family members can provide support and guidance based on
their experience.

Taking advantage of these resources can make your preparation more
comprehensive and meaningful.

Temple interview questions LDS members face are a meaningful step in a
lifelong spiritual journey. By approaching the interview with honesty,
preparation, and faith, members can experience peace and confidence as they
prepare to enter the sacred blessings of the temple. This process is less
about a test and more about a personal commitment to live gospel principles
and draw closer to Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a temple recommend interview
in the LDS Church?

The purpose of a temple recommend interview is to determine if a member is
spiritually prepared and living in accordance with Church standards to enter
the temple.

Who typically conducts the temple recommend
interview?

Temple recommend interviews are typically conducted by a member's bishop and
stake president or their authorized counselors.

What kind of questions are asked during a temple
recommend interview?

Questions typically focus on faith in Jesus Christ, adherence to Church
teachings, moral cleanliness, honesty, support of Church leaders, and
compliance with the Word of Wisdom.

How often do members need to have a temple recommend
interview?

Members usually have temple recommend interviews annually or before attending
the temple if their recommend has expired.



Are temple recommend interview questions different
for youth and adults?

Yes, youth preparing for their first temple recommend often have simplified
or age-appropriate questions compared to adults.

What should I do to prepare for my temple recommend
interview?

Review the standard temple recommend questions, live in harmony with Church
standards, pray for guidance, and be honest and thoughtful in your responses.

Can someone be denied a temple recommend after the
interview?

Yes, if the interviewers determine the member is not living according to
Church standards or is not prepared spiritually, they may withhold a temple
recommend.

Are temple recommend interview questions published
for members to review?

Yes, the LDS Church publishes the standard temple recommend interview
gquestions in official Church materials and on their website.

What topics are covered in the temple recommend
interview related to personal conduct?

Topics include honesty, chastity, adherence to the Word of Wisdom (no
alcohol, tobacco, coffee, or tea), and following Church moral standards.

Is it necessary to answer all temple recommend
questions honestly?

Yes, honesty is essential during the interview to ensure spiritual readiness
and maintain integrity within the Church.

Additional Resources

**Temple Interview Questions LDS: An In-Depth Exploration**

temple interview questions lds are a significant and often discussed aspect
of the Latter-day Saints’ religious practice. These interviews serve as a
prerequisite for members seeking to enter LDS temples, which are considered
sacred spaces reserved for specific ordinances and covenants. Understanding
the nature, purpose, and typical content of these interviews can provide



valuable insight into the spiritual and communal expectations upheld by The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

The temple interview is more than a procedural step; it reflects the church’s
emphasis on personal worthiness, spiritual readiness, and adherence to
doctrinal standards. This article delves into what these interviews entail,
the common questions asked, and the broader context of temple worthiness from
both theological and practical perspectives.

The Purpose and Context of Temple Interviews in
the LDS Church

Temple interviews function as confidential conversations between a church
member and a church leader, typically a bishop or a stake president. Their
primary purpose is to assess an individual'’s readiness to participate in
temple ordinances, such as the endowment ceremony, sealing ordinances, and
baptisms for the dead. The temple itself holds a special place in LDS
theology, regarded as a house of the Lord where sacred covenants are made.

The interview process is deeply rooted in the broader LDS principle of
worthiness. Worthiness interviews are not unique to temples but are conducted
for various church responsibilities and privileges, emphasizing moral
conduct, faithfulness, and commitment to church teachings. Preparing for the
temple interview often involves self-reflection and spiritual review,
encouraging members to align their lives with the standards set forth by
church leaders.

Who Conducts Temple Interviews and When?

Typically, temple recommend interviews are conducted by local ecclesiastical
leaders. The two primary figures involved are the bishop (or branch
president) and the stake president. The process generally involves two
separate interviews: one with the bishop and one with the stake president.
This dual-interview approach provides a comprehensive evaluation of the
candidate’s worthiness.

Members usually undergo these interviews prior to entering the temple for the
first time and periodically thereafter — often every two years — to renew
their temple recommend, ensuring ongoing adherence to church standards.

Common Themes in Temple Interview Questions LDS
Members Encounter



The questions posed during temple interviews are designed to cover a broad
range of spiritual and behavioral criteria. While specific questions may vary
slightly depending on local leaders or cultural context, the core themes
remain consistent. These include:

e Faith and Testimony: Interviewers often ask about an individual’s belief
in God, Jesus Christ, the Atonement, and the restoration of the gospel
through Joseph Smith.

e Adherence to Commandments: Questions may probe adherence to commandments
such as the Word of Wisdom (health code), chastity, honesty, and Sabbath
observance.

e Moral and Ethical Behavior: Interviewers inquire about honesty in
dealings, avoidance of substance abuse, and living a clean and virtuous
life.

e Church Participation: Active attendance at church meetings, fulfillment
of callings, and a commitment to service are often discussed.

e Personal Conduct and Repentance: Questions regarding past transgressions

and the individual'’s repentance process are common, reflecting the LDS
emphasis on forgiveness and change.

Examples of Specific Temple Interview Questions LDS
Members May Face

Though the exact questions may not be publicly published by the church,
commonly reported examples include:

1. Do you have a testimony of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ?

2. Are you honest in your dealings with your fellowmen?

3. Do you keep the Word of Wisdom, including abstaining from alcohol,
tobacco, coffee, and tea?

4. Are you living the law of chastity?
5. Have you been honest in paying your tithing?

6. Do you sustain the leaders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints?

7. Have you sustained the current prophet as the Lord’s mouthpiece on the



earth?

8. Have you been involved in any serious transgressions that require
repentance?

These questions are framed to gently encourage self-examination and spiritual
integrity rather than to intimidate or judge.

Analyzing the Impact and Critiques of Temple
Interview Practices

The temple interview process has its advocates and critics, reflecting
diverse perspectives within and outside the LDS community. Supporters
highlight the interviews as a meaningful spiritual checkpoint that fosters
personal growth, accountability, and reverence for sacred ordinances. The
process is seen as a protective measure to maintain the sanctity of temple
worship and ensure participants are spiritually prepared.

Conversely, some critics argue that temple interviews can be perceived as
intrusive or stressful, especially for younger members or those struggling
with personal issues. The private nature of the questions and the requirement
for full honesty may create discomfort or anxiety. Additionally, the emphasis
on worthiness can sometimes be misunderstood as exclusionary rather than
supportive.

It is important to note that the LDS Church emphasizes confidentiality and
sensitivity during interviews. Leaders receive training to conduct these
interviews respectfully and compassionately, focusing on encouragement rather
than condemnation.

Comparisons with Other Religious Worthiness or
Membership Interviews

While temple interviews are unique to LDS temples, other religious traditions
incorporate similar practices to assess readiness for sacraments or rites of
passage. For example, Catholic confession and confirmation interviews involve
self-examination and spiritual preparation. In some evangelical churches,
pastoral counseling before baptism or marriage serves a comparable function.

What distinguishes LDS temple interviews is their systematic, formalized
approach linked directly to temple access and ongoing membership privileges.
This structure underscores the LDS Church’s emphasis on continual spiritual
progression and covenant fidelity.



Preparing for a Temple Interview: Guidance and
Best Practices

Members preparing for temple interviews often engage in a period of
reflection and study. Church resources, including the “For the Strength of
Youth” pamphlet and official church handbooks, provide guidelines on
standards of worthiness. Additionally, personal prayer and scripture study
are encouraged to deepen testimony and readiness.

Effective preparation tips include:

Reviewing personal adherence to the Word of Wisdom and the law of
chastity.

Assessing participation in church meetings and fulfillment of callings.

Reflecting honestly on any past mistakes and the repentance process.

Being open and truthful during the interview to build trust with
leaders.

e Seeking guidance from trusted mentors or family members when needed.

Approaching the interview as a positive spiritual milestone rather than a
mere formality can transform the experience significantly.

Digital and Remote Trends in LDS Temple Interviews

In recent years, particularly following global events like the COVID-19
pandemic, the LDS Church has adapted some interview procedures to accommodate
remote or digital formats. While temple recommend interviews traditionally
occur in person, some leaders have conducted interviews via phone or video
calls to maintain safety and accessibility.

This adaptation raises questions about how the tone and effectiveness of such
spiritually sensitive conversations translate in virtual settings. Although
physical presence can enhance rapport, remote interviews offer convenience
and broaden access, especially in geographically isolated areas.

The Church continues to evaluate best practices to balance reverence,
confidentiality, and practical considerations in evolving circumstances.

Understanding temple interview questions LDS members encounter provides a



window into the LDS Church’s approach to spiritual accountability and
covenant making. These interviews are carefully designed to uphold the
sanctity of temple worship while supporting members’ spiritual growth. As
with many religious practices, the balance between doctrinal standards and
compassionate pastoral care remains essential to the ongoing experience of
those seeking to enter the temple.

Temple Interview Questions Lds

temple interview questions lds: Kirtland Temple David J. Howlett, 2014-05-30 The only
temple completed by Mormonism's founder, Joseph Smith Jr., the Kirtland Temple in Kirtland, Ohio,
receives 30,000 Mormon pilgrims every year. Though the site is sacred to all Mormons, the temple’s
religious significance and the space itself are contested by rival Mormon dominations: its owner, the
relatively liberal Community of Christ, and the larger Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
David J. Howlett sets the biography of Kirtland Temple against the backdrop of religious rivalry. The
two sides have long contested the temple's ownership, purpose, and significance in both the courts
and Mormon literature. Yet members of each denomination have occasionally cooperated to
establish periods of co-worship, host joint tours, and create friendships. Howlett uses the temple to
build a model for understanding what he calls parallel pilgrimage--the set of dynamics of
disagreement and alliance by religious rivals at a shared sacred site. At the same time, he
illuminates social and intellectual changes in the two main branches of Mormonism since the 1830s,
providing a much-needed history of the lesser-known Community of Christ.

temple interview questions lds: Mormonism 2010 Handbook on Mormonism ,

temple interview questions lds: Holiness to the Lord Jonathan A. Stapley, 2025 Temple
worship in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, commonly called the Mormon Church, is
kept virtually secret from outsiders. And even Mormons themselves might find certain aspects of
worship confusing. Holiness to the Lord offers a comprehensive overview of Mormon temple
worship. This deep dive into Mormon history, cosmology, and ritual provides an insightful analysis of
contemporary Mormonism.

temple interview questions lds: Seeking the Promised Land David E. Campbell, John C.
Green, ]. Quin Monson, 2014-07-31 Mormons have long had an outsized presence in American
culture and politics, but they remain largely unknown to most Americans. Recent years have seen
the political prominence of Mormons taken to a new level - including the presidential candidacy of
Republican Mitt Romney, the prominent involvement of Mormons in the campaign for California's
Proposition 8 (anti-gay marriage), and the ascendancy of Democrat Harry Reid to the position of
Senate Majority Leader. This book provides the most thorough examination ever written of
Mormons' place in the American political landscape - what Mormons are like politically and how
non-Mormons respond to Mormon candidates. However, this is a book about more than Mormons. As
a religious subculture in a pluralistic society, Mormons are a case study of how a religious group
balances distinctiveness and assimilation - a question faced by all faiths.

temple interview questions lds: The Mormon Quest for Glory Melvyn Hammarberyg,
2013-06-03 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has 6 million members in the United
States today (and 13 million worldwide). Yet, while there has been extensive study of Mormon
history, comparatively little scholarly attention has been paid to contemporary Mormons. The best
sociological study of Mormon life, Thomas O'Dea's The Mormons, is now over fifty years old. What is
it like to be a Mormon in America today? Melvyn Hammarberg attempts to answer this question by
offering an ethnography of contemporary Mormons. In The Mormon Quest for Glory, Hammarberg
examines Mormon history, rituals, social organization, family connections, gender roles, artistic
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traditions, use of media, and missionary work. He writes as a sympathetic outsider who has studied
Mormon life for decades, and strives to explain the religious world of the Latter-day Saints through
the lens of their own spiritual understanding. Drawing on a survey, participant observation,
interviews, focus groups, attendance at religious gatherings, diaries, church periodicals, lesson
manuals, and other church literature, Hammarberg aims to present a comprehensive picture of the
religious world of the Latter-day Saints.

temple interview questions lds: The Palgrave Handbook of Global Mormonism R. Gordon
Shepherd, A. Gary Shepherd, Ryan T. Cragun, 2020-11-12 This handbook explores contemporary
Mormonism within a global context. The authors provide a nuanced picture of a historically
American religion in the throes of the same kinds of global change that virtually every conservative
faith tradition faces today. They explain where and how the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints has penetrated national and cultural boundaries in Latin America, Oceania, Europe, Asia, and
Africa, as well as in North America beyond the borders of Mormon Utah. They also address
numerous concerns within a multinational, multicultural church: What does it mean to be a
Latter-day Saint in different world regions? What is the faith’s appeal to converts in these places?
What are the peculiar problems for members who must manage Mormon identities in conjunction
with their different national, cultural, and ethnic identities? How are leaders dealing with such
issues as the status of women in a patriarchal church, the treatment of LGBTQ members, increasing
disaffiliation of young people, and decreasing growth rates in North and Latin America while
sustaining increasing growth in parts of Asia and Africa?

temple interview questions lds: Changing World Religions, Cults & Occult ,

temple interview questions lds: A Case for Latter-Day Christianity Robert Starling,
2019-08-26 Can a Mormon be a Christian? How does that work? That’s the idea behind this personal
book by Robert Starling, a lifelong member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who
grew up in the heart of the Bible Belt. Some folks there (and elsewhere) believe that Mormons are
members of a non-Christian “cult”. Robert’s purpose for this book is not to convert anyone, but to
give his “strong reasons” to dispel that misconception. As a child of converts to Mormonism whose
uncle is a retired Methodist pastor, Robert has a unique perspective to share with Mormons and
non-Mormons alike. He attended a Baptist vacation Bible school as a child (and so did his own
children) and his best friend in college at Georgia Tech was the president of the Catholic student
Newman Club. Having resided in Utah for twenty years where he worked as a media producer for
the LDS Church at its worldwide headquarters, Robert has lived “really inside Mormonism” for
decades. While Robert is not an official spokesman for the LDS Church, he has trained local church
leaders in how to work with news media. He’s been active in defending his faith from critics (he’s
been sued by them twice for a total of $30 million) and sharing his knowledge with anyone
interested in learning what Mormons really believe. For instance: Do Mormons believe in a
“different” Jesus? What do Mormons believe about the Trinity? How are Mormons “saved”? Do
Mormons baptize dead people? Is there only “one true church”? What happens in Mormon temples?
Do Mormons wear “magic underwear”? Do Mormons worship Joseph Smith? Is the Bible God’s word
for Mormons? Do Mormons want to become like God? What kind of evidences does Robert use to
make his case? Whether you're a Mormon or not, you'll be surprised. Take a look inside and find out!
(and be sure to read the introduction)

temple interview questions lds: Temple Reflections: Insights into the House of the Lord
Alonzo L. Gaskill, 2023-02-02 Understanding the Temple in a New Light To help you on your journey
of understanding the temple, bestselling author Alonzo L. Gaskill has compiled this collection of
temple insights. With inspired thoughts on ¢ The holy garment, ancient and modern ¢ The veil and
finding hope in images of the Judgment Day ¢ The meaning of becoming God’s covenant people
The role of women in temple ceremonies THIS ENLIGHTENING BOOK will help you see the temple
in a new light and open your heart and mind to its divine messages.

temple interview questions lds: Shadows of the Heart Sharinda L. Coltrin, 2011-07-01 What
secrets do you keep? What shadows lie buried within your heart? Shadows of the Heart is the



unforgettable story of Katherine Alexander, a young woman, whose mother remarried after losing
her husband at a young age. Just a few years later, Katherine watches as her mother withers away
from cancer. As Katherine graduates from high school she finds it impossible to continue to hide her
past as she becomes romantically involved with Brandon Howard. Brandon has loved Katherine
since they were children, but has never been able to get past the barriers she seems to wrap around
herself. Without understanding what he's done, Brandon triggers feelings in Katherine that take
them on a journey that will plumb the depths of their hearts and souls. In time Katherine realizes she
must risk losing Brandon as she faces the horrors of her past, and that his decisions will determine if
their love really can last forever. As her life unfolds, Katherine comes to realize that no matter where
her footsteps may take her, the atonement of Jesus Christ can heal even the most battered heart and
soul.

temple interview questions lds: Unveiling Grace Lynn K. Wilder, 2013-08-20 A gripping
story of how an entire family, deeply enmeshed in Mormonism for thirty years, found their way out
and found faith in Jesus Christ. For thirty years, Lynn Wilder, once a tenured faculty member at
Brigham Young University, and her family lived in, loved, and promoted the Mormon Church. Then
their son Micah, serving his Mormon mission in Florida, had a revelation: God knew him personally.
God loved him. And the Mormon Church did not offer the true gospel. Micah's conversion to Christ
put the family in a tailspin. They wondered, Have we believed the wrong thing for decades? If we
leave Mormonism, what does this mean for our safety, jobs, and relationships? Is Christianity all that
different from Mormonism anyway? As Lynn tells her story of abandoning the deception of
Mormonism to receive God's grace, she gives a rare look into Mormon culture, what it means to
grow up Mormon, and why the contrasts between Mormonism and Christianity make all the
difference in the world. Whether you are in the Mormon Church, are curious about Mormonism, or
simply are looking for a gripping story, Unveiling Grace will strengthen your faith in the true God
who loves you no matter what.

temple interview questions lds: Religion, Attire, and Adornment in North America Marie
W. Dallam, Benjamin E. Zeller, 2023-05-23 Clothing, dress, and ornamentation are crucial parts of
individual and communal religious life and practice, yet they are too often overlooked. This book
convenes leading scholars to explore the roles of attire and adornment in the creation and
communication of religious meaning, identity, and community. Contributors investigate aspects of
religious dress in North America in the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries, considering
adornment practices in a wide range of religious traditions and among individuals who straddle
religious boundaries. The collection is organized around four frameworks for understanding the
material culture of religion: theological interpretation, identity formation, negotiation of tradition,
and activism. Religion, Attire, and Adornment in North America features essays on topics such as
Black Israelites’ use of African fabrics, Christian religious tattoos, Wiccan ritual nudity, Amish “plain
dress,” Mormon sacred garments, Hare Krishna robes, and the Church of Body Modification.
Spanning the diversity of religious practice and expression, this book is suitable for a range of
undergraduate courses and offers new insights for scholars in many disciplines.

temple interview questions lds: House of Faith House of Cards Eric N. Davis, 2010-05
Concise. Vivid. Honest. - Dan Barker, critically acclaimed author of 'Godless' and 'Losing Faith in
Faith' Brutally honest, insightful, and compelling storytelling. - Lyndon Lamborn, author of '‘Standing
for Something More' When a young couple searched for clues connecting them to a famous ancestor,
their journey led them on a path they never expected - converting to Mormonism. House of Faith
House of Cards tells the turbulent life story of their son, Eric, including all the typical Mormon
experiences, and some extraordinary episodes no Mormon will ever encounter. He participated with
family members in his first secret temple ritual - normally reserved for adults - at the age of four,
only to be excluded from a similar ceremony, involving his family, thirteen years later. In 1857, a
company of 120 immigrants set out from a small Arkansas town, toward California. In a tragic twist
of fate, they never reached their destination. While encamped in southern Utah, local Mormons and
Paiute Indians launched an ambush, brutally slaughtering the group, in what became known as the



Mountain Meadows massacre. 125 years later, Eric would be raised as a Mormon in the same
Arkansas community where this wagon train initially departed. There, he learned just how much
some people still despised that faith. While training for and serving a church mission in Canada, in
the mid-1990s, Eric shared a room and became acquainted with a fellow missionary named Mark
Hacking. Less than a decade later, when the disappearance and murder of Hacking's wife became
highly publicized, several international media outlets approached Eric, searching for any juicy detail
of the man's troubled past. These stories are just the tip of the iceberg.

temple interview questions lds: Latter-day Saint Family Encyclopedia Christopher Kimball
Bigelow, Jonathan Langford, 2019-08-20 A home reference guide to key terms in Mormon culture. A
one-volume compendium of Mormon culture, this handy reference book covers key doctrinal terms,
beliefs, ordinances, church history and growth, and more. You'll find extensive entries on the
prophets and personalities from all four standard works accepted by the church, and many
interesting anecdotes and facts on a wide array of topics. Teens and adults will appreciate the fresh,
innovative approach this encyclopedia takes as it culls the vast sea of LDS information available into
a manageable book suitable for the whole family.

temple interview questions lds: Angels on Temple Square Joyce K. Goodrich, 2002 This
inspirational work offers insight into the lives of Mormon missionaries who have served on historic
Temple Square in Salt Lake City, Utah. This compilation of personal experiences from young women
near and far lifts the spirit and instills peace.

temple interview questions lds: Tiki and Temple Marjorie Newton, 2012-04-01 2013 Best
International Book Award, Mormon History Association From the arrival of the first Mormon
missionaries in New Zealand in 1854 until stakehood and the dedication of the Hamilton New
Zealand Temple in 1958, Tiki and Temple tells the enthralling story of Mormonism’s encounter with
the genuinely different but surprisingly harmonious Maori culture. Mormon interest in the Maori can
be documented to 1832, soon after Joseph Smith organized the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in America. Under his successor Brigham Young, Mormon missionaries arrived in New
Zealand in 1854, but another three decades passed before they began sustained proselytising among
the Maori people—living in Maori pa, eating eels and potatoes with their fingers from communal
dishes, learning to speak the language, and establishing schools. They grew to love—and were loved
by—their Maori converts, whose numbers mushroomed until by 1898, when the Australasian Mission
was divided, the New Zealand Mission was ten times larger than the parent Australian Mission. The
New Zealand Mission of the Mormon Church was virtually two missions—one to the
English-speaking immigrants and their descendants, and one to the tangata whenu—“people of the
land.” The difficulties this dichotomy caused, as both leaders and converts struggled with cultural
differences and their isolation from Church headquarters, make a fascinating story. Drawing on
hitherto untapped sources, including missionary journals and letters and government documents,
this absorbing book is the fullest narrative available of Mormonism'’s flourishing in New Zealand.
Although written primarily for a Latter-day Saint audience, this book fills a gap for anyone interested
in an accurate and coherent account of the growth of Mormonism in New Zealand.

temple interview questions lds: Brigham Young University Studies , 1996

temple interview questions lds: Interpreter: A Journal of Mormon Scripture, Volume 27
(2017) Daniel C. Peterson, Daniel T. Ellsworth, Matthew L. Bowen, Noel B. Reynolds, Dominic Kent,
Richard Dilworth Rust, Elliott Jolley, Steven T. Densley, Jr., Louis Midgley, Stephen O. Smoot, Gary
P. Gillum, Stanford Carmack, Jeff Lindsay, Craig L. Foster, Jenny Oaks Baker, 2018-03-02 This is
volume 27 of Interpreter: A Journal of Mormon Scripture published by The Interpreter Foundation. It
contains articles on a variety of topics including: The Book of Mormon Witnesses and Their
Challenge to Secularism, Their Imperfect Best: Isaianic Authorship from an LDS Perspective, “I
Kneeled Down Before My Maker”: Allusions to Esau in the Book of Enos, Two New Studies of
Biblical Repentance A Modern Translation of Genesis 1-11 in the Traditional Sense, “How long can
rolling waters remain impure?”: Literary Aspects of the Doctrine and Covenants, Gazelem the
Jaredite, Should We Apologize for Apologetics?, Marjorie Newton on “The Mormons in Australia” —



A Retrospective Review, The Divine Council in the Hebrew Bible and the Book of Mormon Miracles
in the Book of Mormon, Barlow on Book of Mormon Language: An Examination of Some Strained
Grammar, “He Did Go About Secretly”: Additional Thoughts on the Literary Use of Alma’s Name,
Janus Parallelism in the Book of Job: A Review of Scott B. Noegel’s Work, An Important Year in
History, Heralding a New Age of Book of Mormon Scholarship Jacob’s Protector, Christmastime:
When Our Souls Can Sing.

temple interview questions lds: Mormon Crises James A Beverley, 2013-03-12 Mitt Romney's
run for President of the United States and the recent success of the Broadway play “Book of
Mormon” has created enormous interest in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In spite
of enormous media focus during this so-called Mormon Moment, coverage has been often shallow
and misleading, even from the LDS Church. Few reporters dug deep enough to deal with the
evidence that the Mormon Church is in a deep crisis, not only because of members leaving but
because of increasing proof of lies, fraud, false teaching, and criminality at the start of Mormonism.
In Mormon Crisis Jim Beverley deals with major issues about Joseph Smith, the first LDS prophet.
He provides a sustained critique of Mormon Scripture, examines flaws in the LDS understanding of
Church leadership, and probes unique doctrines and practices, including the secret temple
ceremonies. The book offers a serious indictment of the LDS belief system but also presents a way
out of the current crisis facing one of America’s most famous and controversial religions.

temple interview questions lds: The ~ANext Mormons Jana Riess, 2019-02-01 About
three-quarters of people who grew up Mormon used to remain in the LDS Church, but in recent
years, this number has dropped to about half. This book draws on survey research and interviews to
explain why so many young adults are leaving the faith, placing the Mormon story in the broader
context of rising secularism in America. Along the way it gives personal stories of Mormons'
missionary and temple experiences, unpacks changing understandings of the family, and explores
the generational fallout of the religion's political conservatism.
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