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Ted Hughes Poems for Children: Exploring Nature and Imagination Through Verse

ted hughes poems for children hold a special place in the world of children’s literature, captivating young minds
with their vivid imagery, rhythmic language, and deep connection to nature. Known primarily as one of the major
poets of the 20th century, Ted Hughes brought a unique voice to children’s poetry that combines raw natural
power with a playful, imaginative spirit. His poems invite children to explore the animal kingdom, the changing
seasons, and the mysteries of the natural world, all while encouraging curiosity and emotional growth.

If you’re a parent, teacher, or simply someone who loves sharing poetry with kids, understanding what makes
Ted Hughes poems for children so appealing can enrich how you introduce poetry to young readers. From the
wildness of animals to the magic of everyday life, Hughes’s work offers a rich tapestry of themes and styles
that continue to inspire children and adults alike.

The Unique Appeal of Ted Hughes Poems for Children

Ted Hughes’s poetry stands out because of his ability to write with honesty and intensity about the natural
world, without watering down his language for a younger audience. His poems don’t shy away from the
rawness of life—predators and prey, survival and death, the beauty and brutality of nature. Yet, this
honesty is presented in a way that is accessible and engaging for children.

Connection to Nature and Wildlife

One of the most compelling aspects of Ted Hughes poems for children is his profound connection to animals and
landscapes. Poems like “The Jaguar” and “The Thought-Fox” showcase his fascination with wildlife and the
wildness within all creatures. For young readers, these vivid depictions spark imagination and foster a deeper
appreciation for animals beyond the typical cute-and-cuddly portrayals.

Hughes’s poetry often features animals as central characters, giving children a chance to see the world from
different perspectives. This approach not only enhances empathy but also nurtures a sense of wonder about
biodiversity and ecology.

Imaginative Language and Rhythmic Flow

Ted Hughes had an extraordinary command of language, and his poems for children often feature rhythmic
patterns and sound devices that make reading aloud a joy. The musicality in his lines helps children develop
listening skills and an ear for poetry’s natural rhythms. His use of alliteration, repetition, and vivid verbs
brings poems to life, making them memorable and enjoyable.

This sonic quality also aids in language development, encouraging children to experiment with words and
sounds themselves. Engaging with Hughes’s poetry can be a stepping stone for young poets and storytellers to
find their own voice.

Popular Ted Hughes Poems for Children

While Ted Hughes’s body of work is extensive, certain poems have become favorites among children and
educators for their accessibility and thematic richness.



“The Iron Giant” and Storytelling Through Poetry

Though originally a prose story, Hughes’s adaptation of “The Iron Giant” and related poems showcase his
ability to blend narrative and poetry. This fusion makes the material approachable for children who enjoy
stories but are new to poetry. It demonstrates how poetry can tell stories, not just express feelings,
broadening children’s understanding of the art form.

“The Hawk in the Rain” and Exploring Emotional Depth

In poems like “The Hawk in the Rain,” Hughes captures the raw power of nature intertwined with deeper emotions.
While these poems might be better suited for older children, they offer opportunities to discuss themes like
strength, resilience, and the awe-inspiring force of the natural world.

Teachers can use these poems to encourage critical thinking and emotional intelligence, guiding children to
interpret metaphors and imagery in ways that relate to their own experiences.

Incorporating Ted Hughes Poems into Children’s Learning

Bringing Ted Hughes poems for children into classrooms or homes can be both fun and educational. Here are some
tips on how to integrate his poetry effectively:

Use Visuals and Animal Studies

Since many of Hughes’s poems focus on animals, pairing poetry readings with pictures, videos, or visits to zoos
and nature reserves can deepen understanding. Children can observe the animals described, compare their
behaviors, and discuss how Hughes captures their essence in words.

Encourage Creative Expression

After reading a poem, invite children to create their own animal-inspired poems or drawings. This exercise not
only reinforces comprehension but also empowers kids to express their own creativity, inspired by Hughes’s
style.

Read Aloud with Dramatic Flair

The rhythmic and vivid language of Ted Hughes’s poetry lends itself to dramatic reading. Use different voices,
pauses, and emphasis to bring poems alive. This practice can boost children’s confidence in reading aloud and help
them appreciate the musicality of poetry.

Why Ted Hughes Poems for Children Remain Relevant Today

In an age where digital distractions are abundant, Ted Hughes poems for children offer a valuable opportunity
to slow down and connect with the natural world and language in a meaningful way. His poetry encourages
mindfulness, observation, and emotional reflection—skills that are essential for well-rounded development.



Moreover, Hughes’s poems often highlight environmental themes and the importance of respecting wildlife, making
them particularly relevant in today’s context of climate change and conservation awareness. Through his
work, children can learn to see themselves as part of a larger ecosystem, fostering a sense of responsibility
and care.

Building a Lifelong Love of Poetry

Introducing children to Ted Hughes poems early can plant the seeds for a lifelong appreciation of poetry. His
dynamic and sometimes challenging style invites repeated readings and discussions, which can grow with a
child’s maturity. The poems serve as gateways to explore complex ideas through language, emotion, and
imagination.

Recommended Ted Hughes Poetry Collections for Children

For those interested in exploring Hughes’s poetry with children, several collections stand out as excellent
resources:

“The Iron Man” – A poetic narrative that combines fantasy and adventure, perfect for middle-grade
readers.

“Collected Poems for Children” – A curated anthology featuring many of Hughes’s animal poems and
nature-inspired verses.

“The Dreamfighter and Other Creation Tales” – Poems and stories that blend mythology and imagination,
sparking creativity.

These collections often come with illustrations that complement Hughes’s vivid descriptions, making them
visually appealing to children as well.

Engaging with Ted Hughes poems for children offers a rich literary experience that goes beyond simple enjoyment.
It opens doors to understanding the world’s wild beauty, the power of language, and the magic found in
everyday life. Whether through reading, listening, or creative activities, Hughes’s poetry continues to inspire
generations of young readers to look at the world with curiosity and wonder.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ted Hughes and why are his poems popular among children?

Ted Hughes was a British poet and children's writer known for his vivid imagery and connection with nature. His
poems are popular among children because they often explore animals, nature, and emotions in a way that is
accessible and engaging for young readers.

What are some famous Ted Hughes poems suitable for children?

Some famous Ted Hughes poems suitable for children include "The Thought-Fox," "The Jaguar," "The Iron Man,"
and his collection "The Iron Woman." These poems often contain themes of adventure, animals, and the natural
world, which appeal to children.



How can Ted Hughes poems be used in the classroom for children?

Ted Hughes poems can be used in the classroom to teach children about nature, emotions, and creative
expression. They can be used for reading comprehension, creative writing prompts, and discussions about wildlife
and environmental themes.

Are Ted Hughes' poems written specifically for children or adapted for them?

While Ted Hughes wrote some poems specifically for children, many of his poems were originally intended for a
general audience but have been adapted or selected for children due to their themes and language that resonate
with young readers.

What themes in Ted Hughes' poetry resonate with children?

Themes such as animals, nature, adventure, bravery, and the natural environment resonate strongly with
children in Ted Hughes' poetry, making his work both educational and entertaining.

Where can parents find collections of Ted Hughes poems for children?

Parents can find collections of Ted Hughes poems for children in bookstores, libraries, and online retailers.
Notable collections include "The Iron Man" and "The Animal Poems," which are often available in editions
tailored for young readers.

How do Ted Hughes poems help in developing children's language skills?

Ted Hughes' poems help develop children's language skills by introducing rich vocabulary, rhythm, and
imaginative imagery. His use of vivid descriptions and varied sentence structures encourages children to expand
their language and fosters a love for poetry and reading.

Additional Resources
Ted Hughes Poems for Children: Exploring Nature and Imagination Through Verse

ted hughes poems for children occupy a distinctive niche in the landscape of children's literature. Renowned
primarily for his intense and often dark poetic explorations of nature and human experience, Ted Hughes also
crafted works that resonate deeply with younger audiences. His ability to channel the raw vitality of the
natural world into accessible and evocative poetry makes his contributions to children’s literature both
unique and enduring. This article delves into the characteristics, themes, and educational value of Ted Hughes
poems for children, while considering their place within the broader context of children’s poetry.

Understanding Ted Hughes’ Approach to Children’s Poetry

Ted Hughes is widely celebrated for his visceral and vivid portrayals of animals and the environment. While
much of his poetry is targeted at adult readers, his children’s collections reveal a deliberate effort to engage
young minds with the natural world’s wonders and mysteries. Unlike typical nursery rhymes or lighthearted
children’s poems, Hughes’ work challenges children to confront the rawness of life and the power of nature
without diluting complexity.

His poems often feature straightforward yet evocative language, vivid imagery, and dynamic rhythms that
invite repeated readings and oral performance. Importantly, Hughes does not shy away from themes of survival,
transformation, and instinct, which serve to introduce children to fundamental aspects of life and the
environment in a way that is both compelling and respectful of their intelligence.



Key Themes in Ted Hughes Poems for Children

Several recurring themes characterize Ted Hughes’ poetry for children, reflecting his lifelong fascination with
animals and natural phenomena:

Nature and Wildlife: Hughes’ poems frequently center on animals, from birds and foxes to insects and
other creatures, portraying them as powerful, sometimes mysterious entities.

Instinct and Survival: Many poems explore the primal urges and survival mechanisms inherent in animals,
fostering an appreciation for the natural cycle of life and death.

Imagination and Myth: Hughes often weaves mythological and fantastical elements into his poems,
encouraging imaginative engagement while grounding stories in nature’s realities.

Connection to Environment: The poems emphasize an intimate, almost spiritual connection between humans
and the natural world, urging children to observe and respect their surroundings.

Popular Collections and Poems for Children

Among Hughes’ most celebrated works for children are collections such as *“The Iron Man”* (also known as
*“The Iron Giant”*) and *“The Dreamfighter and Other Creation Tales.”* These works combine narrative and
poetic elements, taking readers on journeys that blend folklore, environmental themes, and heroic adventure.

Additionally, individual poems like “The Jaguar,” “Hawk Roosting,” and “The Thought-Fox,” while sometimes
included in anthologies aimed at older children or teenagers, showcase Hughes’ capacity to blend accessibility
with depth. For younger readers, selections such as “The Rain” and “Wind” from his children’s poetry
collections highlight natural elements through simple yet powerful language.

The Educational Impact of Ted Hughes Poems for Children

Ted Hughes poems for children have been incorporated into educational curricula in various countries,
particularly in the UK, where his works are considered an essential part of literary study in schools. The
poems’ vivid imagery and strong rhythmic qualities make them excellent tools for enhancing language skills,
fostering creative thinking, and encouraging environmental awareness.

Benefits in Classroom Settings

Language Development: The use of concrete imagery and dynamic verbs aids vocabulary acquisition and
comprehension.

Critical Thinking: The often ambiguous or layered meanings invite discussion and interpretation, enhancing
analytical skills.

Environmental Education: By personifying animals and natural elements, Hughes’ poems help children
develop empathy and a sense of stewardship for the environment.

Creative Expression: The imaginative scenarios and mythic undertones inspire storytelling and creative
writing exercises.



However, educators sometimes debate the suitability of Hughes’ more intense or somber themes for very young
children. While his poems avoid overt frightening content, the complex emotions and naturalistic depictions may
require guided reading and contextual explanation.

Comparing Ted Hughes to Other Children’s Poets

In the realm of children’s poetry, Ted Hughes stands apart from contemporaries such as A.A. Milne or Shel
Silverstein, whose works often lean toward humor and whimsy. Hughes’ poetry is more akin to that of Roald
Dahl’s darker storytelling or Michael Morpurgo’s nature-focused narratives, blending realism with fantasy.

Unlike classic nursery rhymes or didactic verses, Hughes’ poems do not simplify nature into moral lessons but
rather present it as a force to be observed and respected. This approach offers a more authentic and less
sanitized view of the world, which can be both a strength and a challenge in children’s literature.

The Stylistic Features of Ted Hughes Poems for Children

Ted Hughes’ distinctive style in children’s poetry is marked by several notable features:

Use of Language and Imagery

Hughes employs concise, concrete language that evokes vivid mental images. His choice of words tends to be
direct yet evocative, often using onomatopoeia and alliteration to mirror natural sounds and movements. This
stylistic choice makes his poetry particularly effective in oral readings and performances, engaging children’s
auditory and imaginative senses.

Rhythm and Structure

While not confined to strict metrical patterns, Hughes’ poems often utilize a strong rhythmic pulse that mimics
natural phenomena—like the beating of wings or the rush of wind—enhancing the sensory experience of the poem.
This fluidity in structure allows for creative freedom that appeals to children’s dynamic attention spans.

The Role of Animals as Protagonists

Animals are central to Hughes’ children’s poems, serving as protagonists, narrators, or symbolic figures. His
portrayals move beyond cute or anthropomorphized depictions by emphasizing their instinctual behaviors and
survival strategies. This realistic yet poetic treatment fosters a deeper understanding and respect for wildlife.

Challenges and Criticisms of Ted Hughes Poems for Children

Despite their acclaim, Ted Hughes poems for children are not without criticism. Some educators and parents
express concerns regarding the intensity and sometimes dark undertones present in his work. The vivid depiction of
predation, death, and natural violence—common in Hughes’ poetry—may be unsettling for sensitive readers or
very young children.

Moreover, the absence of overt moralizing or simplified narratives can make his poems less immediately accessible



compared to more traditional children’s poetry. This necessitates adult mediation to help children unpack the
poems’ meanings and themes, which may limit their independent enjoyment for some.

Nevertheless, many literary scholars argue that Hughes’ approach respects children’s intellectual capacity
and emotional depth, encouraging a mature engagement with poetry and the natural world.

Legacy and Influence in Children’s Literature

Ted Hughes’ contributions to children’s poetry continue to influence contemporary writers and educators. His
integration of myth, nature, and raw emotion has opened pathways for more nuanced and ecologically
conscious children’s literature. Contemporary poets and authors often cite Hughes as a source of inspiration
for blending poetic craft with environmental advocacy.

Collections of his children’s poems remain popular in schools, libraries, and homes, testament to their enduring
appeal. His ability to ignite curiosity and wonder about the natural world resonates strongly in an era
increasingly focused on environmental awareness and conservation.

In sum, Ted Hughes poems for children offer a compelling blend of imagination, raw nature, and poetic mastery.
They challenge young readers to see the world through a lens that is at once beautiful, powerful, and
complex—inviting continual discovery with each reading.

Ted Hughes Poems For Children

  ted hughes poems for children: Collected Poems for Children Ted Hughes, Raymond Briggs,
2005 This collection brings together the poems Ted Hughes wrote throughout his life for children,
with the illustrations of Raymond Briggs. They are arranged by volume, beginning with those for
younger readers and progressing to the more complex and sophisticated poems.
  ted hughes poems for children: Collected Poems Ted Hughes, 2005-07-13 All the poems of a
great 20th-century poet.
  ted hughes poems for children: The Voice of Nature in Ted Hughes’s Writing for
Children Lorraine Kerslake, 2018-06-12 Despite the fame Ted Hughes’s poetry has achieved, there
has been surprisingly little critical writing on his children’s literature. This book identifies the
importance of Hughes’s children’s writing from an ecocritical perspective and argues that the
healing function that Hughes ascribes to nature in his children’s literature is closely linked to the
development of his own sense of environmental responsibility. This book will be the first sustained
examination of Hughes’s greening in relation to his writing for children, providing a detailed reading
of Hughes’s children’s literature through his poetry, prose and drama as well as his critical essays
and letters. In addition, it also explores how Hughes’s children’s writing is a window to the poet’s
own emotional struggles, as well as his environmental consciousness and concern to reconnect a
society that has become alienated from nature. This book will be of great interest to not only those
studying Ted Hughes, but also students and scholars of environment and literature, ecocriticism,
children’s literature and twentieth-century literature.
  ted hughes poems for children: A Study Guide for Ted Hughes's "The Horses" Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Ted Hughes's The Horses, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry
for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
  ted hughes poems for children: Collected Poems of Ted Hughes Ted Hughes, 2012-12-20
For the first time, the vast canon of the poetry of Ted Hughes - winner of the Whitbread and

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/ted-hughes-poems-for-children.pdf


Forward Prizes and former Poet Laureate - together in a single e-book. The Collected Poems spans
fifty years of work, from Hawk in the Rain to the best-selling Birthday Letters. It also includes the
complete texts of such seminal publications as Crow and Tales from Ovid as well as those children's
poems that Hughes felt crossed over into adult poetry. Most significantly it also includes small press
publications and editions that, until now, remain uncollected and have never before been available
to a general readership. 'A guardian spirit of the land and language.' Seamus Heaney
  ted hughes poems for children: Reading Ted Hughes: New Selected Poems Neil Roberts,
2016-10-09 A brilliant new study of one of the great English poets of the 20th Century, by a
distinguished critic and scholar.This book opens with a section on Hughes's life, including the
relationship with Sylvia Plath and the effect of her suicide on his poetry and reputation, followed by
a review of Hughes's artistic strategies, his poetic language, and influences on his work. including
the poets of Eastern Europe. The body of the book offers an approach to reading New Selected
Poems (1995), taking in turn each of the remarkable and remarkably varied works from which the
poems were selected - The Hawk in the Rain, Lupercal, Wodwo, Crow, Cave Birds, Season Songs,
Gaudete, Remains of Elmet, Moortown Diary, River and Wolfwatching. It concludes with a review of
Hughes's reception, and a six-page bibliography. Professor Roberts's books include Ted Hughes: A
Critical Study (with Terry Gifford, Faber, 1981), D. H. Lawrence, Travel and Cultural Difference
(Palgrave, 2004), and Ted Hughes: A Literary Life (Palgrave, 2006.
  ted hughes poems for children: Ted Hughes: New Selected Poems Neil Roberts,
2007-01-01 This book opens with a section on Hughes's life, including an authoritative treatment of
the relationship with Sylvia Plath and the effect of her suicide on his poetry and reputation, followed
by a review of Hughes's artistic strategies, his poetic language, and influences on his work,
including his openness to mythology and the poets of Eastern Europe. The body of the book offers an
approach to reading New Selected Poems (1995), taking in turn each of the remarkable and
remarkably varied works from which the poems were selected - The Hawk in the Rain, Lupercal,
Wodwo, Crow, Cave Birds, Season Songs, Gaudete, Remains of Elmet, Moortown Diary, River and
Wolfwatching. It concludes with a review of Hughes's reception, and a six-page bibliography.
  ted hughes poems for children: Ecocritical Perspectives on Children's Texts and
Cultures Nina Goga, Lykke Guanio-Uluru, Bjørg Oddrun Hallås, Aslaug Nyrnes, 2018-06-11 This
volume presents key contributions to the study of ecocriticism in Nordic children’s and YA literary
and cultural texts, in dialogue with international classics. It investigates the extent to which texts for
children and young adults reflect current environmental concerns. The chapters are grouped into
five thematic areas: Ethics and Aesthetics, Landscape, Vegetal, Animal, and Human, and together
they explore Nordic representations and a Nordic conception, or feeling, of nature. The textual
analyses are complemented with the lived experiences of outdoor learning practices in preschools
and schools captured through children’s own statements. The volume highlights the growing
influence of posthumanist theory and the continuing traces of anthropocentric concerns within
contemporary children’s literature and culture, and a non-dualistic understanding of nature-culture
interaction is reflected in the conceptual tool of the volume: The Nature in Culture Matrix.
  ted hughes poems for children: The Aesthetics of Children's Poetry Katherine
Wakely-Mulroney, Louise Joy, 2017-11-01 This collection gives sustained attention to the literary
dimensions of children’s poetry from the eighteenth century to the present. While reasserting the
importance of well-known voices, such as those of Isaac Watts, William Blake, Lewis Carroll,
Christina Rossetti, A. A. Milne, and Carol Ann Duffy, the contributors also reflect on the aesthetic
significance of landmark works by less frequently celebrated figures such as Richard Johnson, Ann
and Jane Taylor, Cecil Frances Alexander and Michael Rosen. Scholarly treatment of children’s
poetry has tended to focus on its publication history rather than to explore what comprises – and
why we delight in – its idiosyncratic pleasures. And yet arguments about how and why poetic
language might appeal to the child are embroiled in the history of children’s poetry, whether in
Isaac Watts emphasising the didactic efficacy of “like sounds,” William Blake and the Taylor sisters
revelling in the beauty of semantic ambiguity, or the authors of nonsense verse jettisoning sense to



thrill their readers with the sheer music of poetry. Alive to the ways in which recent debates both
echo and repudiate those conducted in earlier periods, The Aesthetics of Children’s Poetry
investigates the stylistic and formal means through which children’s poetry, in theory and in
practice, negotiates the complicated demands we have made of it through the ages.
  ted hughes poems for children: Timmy the Tug Jim Downer, Ted Hughes, 2010-05-18 A
literary coup: the publication of a recently discovered and specially illustrated Ted Hughes poem for
children, lost for over fifty years. Timmy was a paddle-boat, sound as a gong, Not a worm in his
timbers, fresh paint all over. He was hale as a whale and twice as strong, And he sailed on the
peaceful river. So begins the tale of Timmy the Tug and his subsequent adventures as he escapes his
moorings and explores the high seas. Timmy struggles to be helpful but doesn’t always succeed
despite his best efforts. However, by trying and trying and trying again, he at last saves a beautiful
ship in distress and so rediscovers his sense of pride. Originally written in the mid-1950s and only
recently rediscovered, this lyrical poem by Ted Hughes, created to accompany a story that was
conceived and delightfully illustrated in watercolor by his friend Jim Downer, is presented here as a
facsimile of the original manuscript.
  ted hughes poems for children: What is the Truth? Ted Hughes, 2019-01-01 First published in
1984, this book of prose-linked animal poems won both the Guardian Children's Fiction Award and
the Signal Poetry Award. This new, illustated edition remains 'a very beautiful book: God and his son
go to visit mankind and ask a few simple questions . . . the poems are pure enchantment' (The
School Librarian).
  ted hughes poems for children: Children's Literature Pat Pinsent, 2016-04-08 This
invaluable Guide surveys the key critical works and debates in the vibrant field of children's
literature since its inception. Leading expert Pat Pinsent combines a chronological overview of
developments in the genre with analysis of key theorists and theories, and subject-specific
methodologies.
  ted hughes poems for children: Teaching Poetry in the Primary Classroom Gervase Phinn,
2009-01-05 When asked by the school inspector what he thought of poetry, an eleven year old
replied that it's all la-dida and daffodils, isn't it? In his primary school the boy had come across very
little poetry apart from nursery rhymes, snatches of rhyming verse and a few comic pieces and
nonsense poems. Poetry to him was something arcane, not really related to his own life. He had
studied no powerful, challenging, contemplative, arresting, quirky poems and had written very few
poems himself. His teacher admitted that he was no English specialist, had received few ideas at
college on the teaching of poetry and didn't really know where to start. As children progress through
the primary school they need to be exposed to a rich diet of poetry and encouraged to read, perform
and write it themselves. Providing a varied and stimulating environment is essential if is to flourish.
In addition, children need specifi c guidance and ideas to start them off writing their own poems.
This book, written by a former teacher and school inspector, and popular and widely published
children's poet, offers an accessible, practical and structured programme for the teaching of this
sometimes neglected aspect of the English curriculum.
  ted hughes poems for children: Season Songs Ted Hughes, 1975 A collection of 24 poems
grouped to represent the four seasons.
  ted hughes poems for children: Choosing and Using Fiction and Non-Fiction 3-11 Margaret
Mallett, 2010-07-02 Winner of the United Kingdom Literacy Association's Author Award 2011 for its
contribution to extending children's literacy. Praise for the book: 'This book is about making readers.
A compact summary of its contents would not do it justice. It is the accountof a life's work and it
deserves thanks and readers. *****'. - Margaret Meek, Books for Keeps on-line, Number 185,
November 2010. 'This book is a cornucopia of varied pleasures, offering something for all tastes,
presented with an awareness of the complexities of the field and communicated with commitment,
enthusiasm and deep knowledge'. - Eve Bearne, English 4-11, the primary school journal of The
English Association, Number 42, Summer 2011. Choosing and Using Fiction and Non-Fiction 3-11 is
a guide to the many kinds of text we want children to encounter, use and enjoy during their nursery



and primary school years. So children’s non-fiction literature – including autobiography, biography,
information and reference texts – is given equal status with fiction – nursery rhymes, picturebooks,
novels, traditional tales, playscripts and poetry. The author addresses important issues and allows
the voices of teachers, reviewers and children to be heard. The book supports teachers as they help
children on their journey to becoming insightful and critical readers of non-fiction and sensitive and
reflective readers of fiction. It also contains suggestions for practice which are in the spirit of the
more flexible and creative approach to learning towards which primary schools are moving. It
includes: help on using criteria to select quality texts of all kinds; annotated booklists for each kind
of text for different age groups; suggestions for keeping a balance between print and screen-based
texts; case studies showing teachers and children using texts in interesting and imaginative ways to
support learning in English lessons and across the curriculum; advice on developing children’s visual
and multimodal literacy; guidance on using the school library and embedding study skills in
children’s wider purposes and learning; critiques of key theoretical perspectives and research
projects. Although the main readership will be primary and student teachers, it is hoped that the
book will be of interest and use to anyone concerned with the role of texts in children’s learning.
  ted hughes poems for children: The Oxford Companion to Children's Literature Daniel
Hahn, 2015-03-26 The last thirty years have witnessed one of the most fertile periods in the history
of children's books: the flowering of imaginative illustration and writing, the Harry Potter
phenomenon, the rise of young adult and crossover fiction, and books that tackle extraordinarily
difficult subjects. The Oxford Companion to Children's Literature provides an indispensable and
fascinating reference guide to the world of children's literature. Its 3,500 entries cover every genre
from fairy tales to chapbooks; school stories to science fiction; comics to children's hymns. Originally
published in 1983, the Companion has been comprehensively revised and updated by Daniel Hahn.
Over 900 new entries bring the book right up to date. A whole generation of new authors and
illustrators are showcased, with books like Dogger, The Hunger Games, and Twilight making their
first appearance. There are articles on developments such as manga, fan fiction, and non-print
publishing, and there is additional information on prizes and prizewinners. This accessible A to Z is
the first place to look for information about the authors, illustrators, printers, publishers,
educationalists, and others who have influenced the development of children's literature, as well as
the stories and characters at their centre. Written both to entertain and to instruct, the highly
acclaimed Oxford Companion to Children's Literature is a reference work that no one interested in
the world of children's books should be without.
  ted hughes poems for children: From Tongue to Text: A New Reading of Children's Poetry
Debbie Pullinger, 2017-05-04 The connection between childhood and poetry runs deep. And yet,
poetry written for children has been neglected by criticism and resists prevailing theories of
children's literature. Drawing on Walter Ong's theory of orality and on Iain McGilChrist's work on
brain function, this book develops a new theoretical framework for the study of children's poetry.
From Tongue to Text argues that the poem is a multimodal form that exists in the borderlands
between the world of experience and the world of language and between orality and literacy – places
that children themselves inhabit. Engaging with a wide range of poetry from nursery rhymes and
Christina Rossetti to Michael Rosen and Carol Ann Duffy, Debbie Pullinger demonstrates how these
'tactful' works are shaped by the dynamics of orality and textuality.
  ted hughes poems for children: Understanding Children′s Books Prue Goodwin, 2008-06-24
Children′s books play a vital role in education, and this book helps you to choose books that have the
most to offer young children. Each chapter reflects on a different theme or genre and their role in
educational settings, and recommends ten ′must reads′ within each one. The themes covered
include: - books for babies - literature for the very young - narrative fiction - books in translation -
poetry - picture books - graphic texts. Early years professionals, childcare professionals and teachers
working from nursery to Key Stage 3 will find this book a fascinating and useful resource.
  ted hughes poems for children: Meet My Folks! Ted Hughes, 1977 In fantastical verse the
author introduces his sister, brother, mother, father, and other members of his family.



  ted hughes poems for children: Written for Children John Rowe Townsend, 1996-05-01 This
revised and updated edition provides children's and young adult librarians, teachers, literature
classes, and library school classes with an authoritative history and analysis of the best British and
American children's literature through 1994, with a new 2003 postscript including such recent
phenomenons as J.K.Rowling and Philip Pullman. Written for Children traces the development of
children's literature from its origins through the beginnings of the multimedia revolution. In
effortless and entertaining style, Townsend, a world-renowned authority in the field, examines the
changing attitudes toward children and their literature and analyzes the various strands that make
up this important field. While examining many well-known American classics, Townsend also looks at
British works that American audiences may have overlooked. With illustrations and bibliography.
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