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Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore: A Deep Dive into the Play’s Intrigue and Legacy

Pack of lies hugh whitemore is a phrase that resonates deeply with lovers of British theatre and dramatic
storytelling. This phrase points directly to the acclaimed play "Pack of Lies," penned by the talented
playwright Hugh Whitemore. Known for its tense narrative and exploration of trust, deception, and espionage
within the confines of a seemingly ordinary suburban setting, "Pack of Lies" stands as a remarkable theatrical
work that captivates audiences while unraveling the complexities of human relationships and moral ambiguity.

Understanding Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore

At its core, "Pack of Lies" by Hugh Whitemore is a dramatic retelling of the true story involving the British
couple, the Blunt family, who were espionage agents during the Cold War. Whitemore masterfully adapts real
historical events into a gripping stage play that blends suspense with intimate character studies. The title
itself, "Pack of Lies," cleverly alludes both to the web of deceit spun by the characters and the emotional
turmoil that lies beneath surface calm.

The Playwright: Hugh Whitemore’s Signature Style

Hugh Whitemore, a distinguished British playwright and screenwriter, is celebrated for his nuanced character
development and ability to transform historical events into compelling dramas. His writing style in "Pack of
Lies" is marked by sharp dialogue and psychological depth, allowing audiences to connect with characters who
are morally conflicted yet deeply human. Whitemore’s skill lies in balancing the tension of a spy thriller with
the subtleties of interpersonal dynamics, a hallmark that has earned "Pack of Lies" critical acclaim.

The Historical Context Behind Pack of Lies

Understanding the historical backdrop enriches one’s appreciation of Whitemore’s work. The play is based on the
real-life espionage activities of the Blunt family, particularly Anthony Blunt, a member of the notorious
Cambridge Spy Ring. During the Cold War, espionage was a shadowy battlefield, and Whitemore’s play captures
the paranoia and betrayal endemic to this period. By situating the drama in a typical British household,
Whitemore highlights how the global conflict permeated everyday life, making the personal political.

The Plot and Characters of Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore

The plot of "Pack of Lies" revolves around the discovery of a shocking secret by a suburban couple, Bob and
Barbara Jackson. Their close friends, the Phillips family, turn out to be spies, leading to a narrative filled with
suspense, ethical dilemmas, and emotional upheaval.

Key Characters and Their Roles

Bob Jackson: A British businessman whose world is turned upside down after uncovering the truth about
his neighbors.

Barbara Jackson: Bob’s wife, whose resilience and moral compass guide much of the emotional narrative.



Peter and Helen Phillips: The seemingly ordinary couple living next door, who are revealed to be Soviet
spies.

Each character is portrayed with layers of complexity, illustrating Whitemore’s talent for crafting
believable personalities caught in extraordinary circumstances. The tension between friendship, loyalty, and
betrayal serves as the play’s emotional engine.

Exploring Themes: Trust, Betrayal, and Moral Ambiguity

"Pack of Lies" dives into themes that remain relevant today. Trust is central, not just between characters but
also in the audience’s engagement with the narrative. The play probes the thin line between appearance and
reality, challenging viewers to question how well they truly know the people around them. Betrayal is
examined not just as a political act but as a deeply personal wound that affects relationships and identity.
Whitemore also explores moral ambiguity, refusing to paint characters as purely good or evil, which adds to
the dramatic complexity.

Theatrical Impact and Adaptations

Since its debut, "Pack of Lies" has enjoyed various productions and adaptations, attesting to its enduring
appeal.

Stage Productions and Critical Reception

Premiering in the 1980s, the play quickly attracted attention for its intense storytelling and strong
performances. Theatre critics praised Whitemore’s script for its tight pacing and emotional depth. The
juxtaposition of domestic normalcy with espionage thriller elements created a unique theatrical experience
that challenged audiences’ expectations of the spy genre.

Television Adaptation

The play’s success led to a notable television adaptation starring prominent actors, which brought "Pack of
Lies" to a wider audience. This adaptation retained the essence of Whitemore’s writing while utilizing the visual
medium to heighten suspense. It remains a reference point in British television drama for its faithful portrayal of
Cold War tensions and interpersonal drama.

Why Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore Still Matters

Decades after its initial release, "Pack of Lies" continues to resonate with modern audiences for several
reasons.

Lessons on the Nature of Deception

In an era where misinformation and hidden agendas are prevalent, Whitemore’s examination of lies and truth feels
particularly prescient. The play encourages viewers to reflect on how deception operates not only in politics



but also within personal relationships, making it timeless in its relevance.

Humanizing Historical Events

By focusing on the human stories behind espionage, "Pack of Lies" bridges the gap between history books and
lived experience. It reminds us that behind every headline or historical fact, there are real people grappling with
fear, loyalty, and complicated emotions.

Inspiration for Contemporary Playwrights and Writers

Whitemore’s work inspires new generations of playwrights to explore historical narratives through intimate,
character-driven storytelling. The balance he strikes between factual basis and dramatic invention serves as a
model for effective historical drama.

Exploring Related Themes and Keywords

While discussing "Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore," it’s helpful to consider related terms and themes that often
surface in conversations about this work:

British espionage drama: The genre encompassing plays and films about spy stories set in Britain, often
during the Cold War.

Cold War theatre: Plays that explore the political and social tensions of the Cold War era.

Historical adaptations in drama: The process of turning real events into plays or screenplays.

Psychological thriller in theatre: A genre focusing on the mental and emotional states of characters in
suspenseful narratives.

These keywords help contextualize "Pack of Lies" within broader theatrical and literary traditions, showing
its place among works that blend history and drama.

Tips for Experiencing Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore

If you’re interested in exploring "Pack of Lies" yourself, whether through reading the script, watching a
production, or studying its themes, here are some suggestions to deepen your appreciation:

Research the historical background: Familiarizing yourself with the Cambridge Spy Ring and Cold War1.
espionage adds layers to the story.

Focus on character interactions: Pay attention to dialogue and subtle shifts in relationships to catch2.
Whitemore’s nuanced writing.

Reflect on the moral questions: Consider how you would react if faced with similar dilemmas of trust3.
and betrayal.



Watch different adaptations: Comparing stage and screen versions can reveal new dimensions of the4.
narrative.

Engaging with "Pack of Lies" actively can transform it from just a story to a thought-provoking experience.

---

"Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore" remains a compelling exploration of espionage, friendship, and moral complexity.
Its gripping narrative and richly drawn characters invite audiences to question the nature of truth and
deception, making it a significant work in the landscape of British drama and Cold War storytelling. Whether
you are a theatre enthusiast, history buff, or lover of psychological thrillers, this play offers a powerful
window into a world where lies are currency and trust is fragile.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Pack of Lies' by Hugh Whitemore about?

'Pack of Lies' is a play by Hugh Whitemore based on a true story about a British couple who unknowingly
befriend Soviet spies during the Cold War.

When was 'Pack of Lies' first performed?

'Pack of Lies' was first performed in 1983.

Who are the main characters in 'Pack of Lies'?

The main characters are Bob and Barbara Jackson, a British couple who host the Soviet spies in their home, and
the spies themselves, Morris and Lona Cohen.

Is 'Pack of Lies' based on a true story?

Yes, 'Pack of Lies' is based on the true story of the British couple who unknowingly befriended Soviet spies
Morris and Lona Cohen.

What themes are explored in 'Pack of Lies'?

The play explores themes of trust, betrayal, espionage, and the personal impact of political conflicts.

Has 'Pack of Lies' been adapted into other formats?

Yes, 'Pack of Lies' was adapted into a television film in 1987, starring Rosemary Harris and Denholm Elliott.

Who wrote 'Pack of Lies'?

'Pack of Lies' was written by British playwright Hugh Whitemore.

What is the significance of the title 'Pack of Lies'?

The title 'Pack of Lies' refers to the deception and espionage at the heart of the story, highlighting the lies
told by the spies and the impact on those around them.



Where is the story of 'Pack of Lies' set?

The story is set in suburban London during the Cold War era.

What impact did 'Pack of Lies' have on audiences and critics?

'Pack of Lies' was praised for its suspenseful storytelling and emotional depth, providing a human perspective
on Cold War espionage.

Additional Resources
Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore: A Compelling Exploration of Truth and Deception

pack of lies hugh whitemore remains a notable work in British drama, captivating audiences with its intricate
examination of truth, betrayal, and the complexity of human relationships. Written by Hugh Whitemore, this
play delves into the unsettling world of espionage and domestic duplicity, weaving a narrative that challenges
perceptions of trust and reality. Since its debut, "Pack of Lies" has been critically acclaimed for its taut
storytelling and profound psychological insights, securing its place as a significant piece in the canon of 20th-
century theatre.

Background and Context of "Pack of Lies"

Originally penned for the stage, "Pack of Lies" debuted in the early 1980s, during a period rife with Cold War
tensions and public paranoia about espionage. Hugh Whitemore, known for his adeptness at adapting real-life
stories into gripping dramas, drew inspiration from an actual espionage case involving British citizens who
unknowingly sheltered Soviet spies. This historical underpinning lends the play an authentic edge, blurring the
lines between fact and fiction.

The narrative centers on the Raines, a seemingly ordinary British family, whose lives are upended when they
discover their neighbors are Soviet agents. Whitemore’s script masterfully captures the emotional turmoil
arising from this revelation, exploring themes of loyalty, secrecy, and moral ambiguity.

Thematic Exploration: Truth, Loyalty, and Betrayal

At its core, "Pack of Lies" interrogates the nature of truth and the consequences of deception. Whitemore does
not merely present espionage as a political act but examines its personal fallout. The characters grapple with
betrayal not only on a national level but also within the intimate sphere of neighborly trust.

The play raises essential questions: How much can one trust their perceptions? Can loyalty to one’s country
override personal bonds? These inquiries resonate beyond the Cold War context, making the play relevant to
contemporary audiences faced with issues of misinformation and fractured relationships.

Characterization and Dramatic Technique

Whitemore’s skillful characterization is a defining feature of "Pack of Lies." The Raines family is portrayed
with nuance, avoiding caricature or simplistic moral judgments. This complexity allows the audience to
empathize with the characters’ internal conflicts, enhancing the dramatic tension.

The dialogue is meticulously crafted, often revealing more through subtext than explicit statements.
Whitemore employs a restrained style that mirrors the underlying suspense, using silence and pauses effectively



to heighten emotional impact. This technique is a testament to his understanding of theatrical pacing and
audience engagement.

Comparison with Other Espionage Dramas

When juxtaposed with other espionage-themed plays and films from the same era, such as John Le Carr�
adaptations or "The Spy Who Came in from the Cold," "Pack of Lies" distinguishes itself through its intimate
focus. Rather than emphasizing political intrigue or action, it zeroes in on the domestic and psychological
ramifications of espionage.

This approach provides a fresh perspective within the genre, highlighting the personal cost of geopolitical
conflicts. It also allows for a deeper character study, which can be less prevalent in more plot-driven
espionage narratives.

Adaptations and Legacy

"Pack of Lies" achieved further recognition through its adaptation into a 1987 television film, which brought
the story to a broader audience. The adaptation remained faithful to Whitemore’s original script, maintaining
the play’s tense atmosphere and emotional depth.

The work’s enduring appeal lies in its timeless themes and meticulous construction. Scholars and critics often
cite "Pack of Lies" as an exemplar of how theatre can illuminate complex historical and moral issues without
sacrificing dramatic engagement.

Impact on British Theatre

Hugh Whitemore’s contribution via "Pack of Lies" extends beyond this single work. His ability to translate real
events into compelling drama paved the way for subsequent playwrights focusing on historical and political
subjects. The play’s success reinforced the viability of serious, issue-driven theatre in a commercial landscape
often dominated by lighter fare.

Moreover, the play’s exploration of trust and deception has influenced contemporary playwrights dealing with
similar themes in the context of modern-day surveillance and privacy concerns.

Critical Reception and Audience Response

Upon its initial release, "Pack of Lies" received favorable reviews for its gripping narrative and thoughtful
character development. Critics praised Whitemore’s balanced portrayal of morally ambiguous characters and
the play’s capacity to provoke reflection on complex ethical dilemmas.

Audiences were drawn to the play’s suspenseful unfolding and relatable portrayal of ordinary people caught
in extraordinary circumstances. The emotional resonance and intellectual challenge presented by the work have
contributed to its sustained popularity in theatre repertoires.

Pros and Cons of the Play

Pros:



Engaging and realistic characters that avoid clich�s

Thought-provoking themes that transcend the Cold War era

Effective use of dialogue and pacing to build suspense

Strong emotional and psychological depth

Cons:

Some viewers may find the slow burn pacing less immediately gripping

Limited action scenes may not appeal to audiences expecting traditional espionage thrills

Context-specific references might require background knowledge of Cold War history

Relevance of "Pack of Lies" in Contemporary Society

In today’s era of information overload and widespread disinformation, the core concerns of "Pack of Lies"
resonate anew. The play’s focus on the fragile nature of trust—whether between neighbors, nations, or
individuals—speaks to ongoing societal challenges.

The psychological impact of discovering betrayal within one’s closest circles, as depicted by Whitemore,
mirrors modern anxieties about privacy breaches and the erosion of social cohesion. This enduring relevance
ensures that "Pack of Lies" remains a meaningful and insightful work for current and future audiences.

---

Hugh Whitemore’s "Pack of Lies" stands as a powerful investigation into the intersection of personal and
political deception. By focusing on the human dimensions of espionage, the play transcends its historical
moment, offering a timeless meditation on trust, loyalty, and the often-painful search for truth. Its lasting
influence in theatre circles and continued audience engagement underscore its significance in both dramatic and
cultural discourse.

Pack Of Lies Hugh Whitemore

  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore, 1985
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Pack of Lies Hugh Whitemore, 2017-04-11 In 1961, Peter and
Helen Kroger, two Americans living in a London suburb, were convicted of spying for the Russians
and sentenced to twenty years’ imprisonment. From these facts Hugh Whitemore has written a
powerfully moving fictional account of the events leading up to their arrest with the action centered
on the totally unsuspecting Jackson household – Bob, Barbara and their daughter Julie. The Jacksons
live opposite the Krogers, believing them to be a convivial Canadian couple and their closest friends.
Then a mysterious stranger arrives, announcing he is from MI5 and quietly coerces the Jacksons into
allowing their house to be used as a surveillance post. In the nightmare months that follow, the

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/pack-of-lies-hugh-whitemore.pdf


Jacksons’ decent, happy life is shattered as the truth about their much-loved friends is gradually
revealed to them and, helpless in an alien, sordid world of deception and treachery, Barbara reaches
breaking point with the agonizing realization that the Krogers have betrayed her and she, in turn,
has betrayed the Krogers. Includes notes for teachers and those studying the play, written by
Anthony Banks.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Blood on the Stage, 1975-2000 Amnon Kabatchnik, 2012
Describes more than 80 full-length plays produced in the last quarter of the 20th century, with an
emphasis on New York and London performances.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Pack of Lies, Written by Hugh Whitemore , 2002 Thursday
22nd to Saturday 24th August - Wednesday 28th to Saturday 31 August 2002 8 pm _ Preview:
Wednesday 21st August 8 pm - Matinees: Both Saturdays at 2 pm - on cover.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: A Spy's London Roy Berkeley, 1994-11-14 A different kind of
tour guide, to 136 sites in London associated with spies and spycatchers in the last century of
English history.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: The Villainous Stage Marvin Lachman, 2014-11-14 Live
theatre was once the main entertainment medium in the United States and the United Kingdom. The
preeminent dramatists and actors of the day wrote and performed in numerous plays in which crime
was a major plot element. This remains true today, especially with the longest-running shows such
as The Phantom of the Opera, Les Miserables and Sweeney Todd. While hundreds of books have
been published about crime fiction in film and on television, the topic of stage mysteries has been
largely unexplored. Covering productions from the 18th century to the 2013-2014 theatre season,
this is the first history of crime plays according to subject matter. More than 20 categories are
identified, including whodunits, comic mysteries, courtroom dramas, musicals, crook plays, social
issues, Sherlock Holmes, and Agatha Christie. Nearly 900 plays are described, including the
reactions of critics and audiences.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: London Theatres (New Edition) Michael Coveney,
2020-09-29 Leading drama critic Michael Coveney invites you on a tour of over 50 of London's most
iconic and important theatres, with stories of the architecture and the productions which have
defined each one. Sumptuous photographs by Peter Dazeley of the public areas, auditoriums and
backstage areas complete the picture.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Let's Go to the Grand! Sheila M. F. Johnston, 2001-10-26 This
lavishly illustrated book lovingly documents 100 years in the life of the Grand Theatre of London,
Ontario, which opened in 1901.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Historical Dictionary of British Spy Fiction Alan Burton,
2016-04-04 The Historical Dictionary of British Spy Fiction is a detailed overview of the rich history
and achievements of the British espionage story in literature, cinema and television. It provides
detailed yet accessible information on numerous individual authors, novels, films, filmmakers,
television dramas and significant themes within the broader field of the British spy story. It contains
a wealth of facts, insights and perspectives, and represents the best single source for the study and
appreciation of British spy fiction. British spy fiction is widely regarded as the most significant and
accomplished in the world and this book is the first attempt to bring together an informed survey of
the achievements in the British spy story in literature, cinema and television. The Historical
Dictionary of British Spy Fiction contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 200 cross-referenced entries on individual
authors, stories, films, filmmakers, television shows and the various sub-genres of the British spy
story. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know
more about British spy fiction.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: At This Theatre Louis Botto, 2010-12-01 Theatregoers' favorite
history of Broadway is back in an updated and expanded 2010 edition including more than 500 color
production photos, vintage archival photos, and Playbill covers from all forty currently operating
Broadway theatres. Thirty-eight of the original chapters have been expanded to cover all the shows



that have opened in the ten years since the popular 2000 edition, with two new chapters added to
include Broadway theatres recently refurbished and returned to life. This unique chronicle is the
first work to present a detailed theatre-by-theatre roundup of players and productions that have
enchanted audiences at Broadway's great playhouses from 1900 to 2010. The work is an expanded
treatment of “At This Theatre ” the popular feature in Playbill's Broadway theatre programs. “At This
Theatre” offers playgoers instant nostalgia by listing notable hits (and some famed fiascos) that have
played through the years in the theatre that they are attending. The book also pays tribute to the
distinguished impresarios who built and managed these houses, and the brilliant architects and
interior designers who created them. The original 1984 edition was created by Playbill senior editor
Louis Botto. Botto worked with editor Robert Viagas on the 2000 update. With the third edition,
Botto has passed the author torch to Viagas, who founded Playbill.com and the acclaimed Playbill
Broadway Yearbook series, and who has written the updates in Botto's style.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Engel's England Matthew Engel, 2014-10-23 England, says
Matthew Engel, is the most complicated place in the world. And, as he travels through each of the
historic English counties, he discovers that's just the start of it. Every county is fascinating, the
product of a millennium or more of history: still a unique slice of a nation that has not quite lost its
ancient diversity. He finds the well-dressers of Derbyshire and the pyromaniacs of Sussex; the
Hindus and huntsmen of Leicestershire; the goddess-worshippers of Somerset. He tracks down the
real Lancashire, hedonistic Essex, and the most mysterious house in Middlesex. In Durham he goes
straight from choral evensong to the dog track. As he seeks out the essence of each county - from
Yorkshire's broad acres to the microdot of Rutland - Engel always finds the unexpected . Engel's
England is a totally original look at a confused country: a guidebook for people who don't think they
need a guidebook. It is always quirky, sometimes poignant and often extremely funny.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: The Best Plays of 1993-1994 Otis L. Guernsey, Jeffrey Sweet,
2004-08 Featuring scenes from the ten best plays--Jacket.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Rise of the English Actress Sandra Richards, 1993-06-18 An
account of the English actress's view of her own rise up to social and professional prominence from
1600 to the present. Examining the actress's experience as distinct from the actor's, this book charts
her influence on each age's views of women's nature and their role in society.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: And Furthermore Judi Dench, 2025-09-23 I can hardly believe
that it is more than half a century since I first stepped on to the stage of the Old Vic Theatre and into
a way of life that has brought me the most rewarding professional relationships and friendships. I
cannot imagine now ever doing anything else with my life except acting... – Judi Dench From
London's glittering West End to Broadway's bright lights, from her Academy Award-winning role as
Elizabeth I in Shakespeare in Love to M in the James Bond films, Judi Dench has treated audiences
to some of the greatest performances of our time. She made her professional acting debut in 1957
with England's Old Vic theatre company playing Ophelia in Hamlet , Katherine in Henry V (her New
York debut), and then, Juliet. In 1961, she joined the Royal Shakespeare Company playing Anya in
The Cherry Orchard with John Gielgud and Peggy Ashcroft. In 1968, she went beyond the classical
stage to become a sensation as Sally Bowles in Cabaret, adding musical comedy to her repertoire.
Over the years, Dench has given indelible performances in the classics as well as some of the
greatest plays and musicals of the twentieth century including Noël Coward's Hay Fever, Stephen
Sondheim's A Little Night Music, Kaufman and Hart's The Royal Family and David Hare's Amy's
View (for which she won the Tony Award). Recently, she made a triumphant return to A Midsummer
Night's Dream as Titania, a role she first played in 1962, now played as a theatre-besotted Queen
Elizabeth I. Her film career has been filled with unforgettable performances of some unforgettable
women: Queen Victoria in Mrs. Brown, the terrifying schoolteacher Barbara Covett in Notes on a
Scandal and the writer Iris Murdoch in Iris. And, for the BBC, Dench created another unforgettable
woman when she brought her great comic timing and deeply felt emotions to the role of Jean
Pargetter in the long-running BBC series As Time Goes By. And Furthermore is, however, more than
the story of a great actress's career. It is also the story of Judi Dench's life: her early days as a child



in a family that was in love with the theatre; her marriage to actor Michael Williams; the joy she
takes in her daughter, the actress Finty Williams, and her grandson, Sammy. Filled with Dench's
impish sense of humor, diamond-sharp intelligence and photos from her personal archives, And
Furthermore is the book every fan of the great Judi Dench will cherish.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: New York Magazine , 1985-02-25 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: AQA GCSE Drama Joy Morton, Ron Price, Rob Thomson, 2001
Written for students taking the AQA GCSE drama specification, this text aims to develop the skills,
knowledge and understanding students need to succeed in the course. The book takes a hands-on
approach with activities and practice in both the written and practical elements of the exam.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: The Blunt Affair Jonathan Bolton, 2020-12-15 The case of the
Cambridge spies has long captured the public’s attention, but perhaps never more so than in the
wake of Anthony Blunt’s exposure as the fourth man in November 1979. With the Cold War
intensifying, patriotism running high during the Falklands War and the AIDS crisis leading to
widespread homophobia, these notorious traitors were more relevant than ever. This book explores
how they were depicted in literature, television and film throughout the 1980s. Examining works by
an array of distinguished writers, including Dennis Potter, Alan Bennett, Tom Stoppard and John le
Carré, it sheds new light on the affair, asking why such privileged young men chose to betray their
country, whether loyalty to one’s friends is more important than patriotism and whether we can
really trust the intelligence services.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Plays from the Contemporary British Theater Brooks
McNamara, 1992 Introduction by Brooks McNamara - What the Butler Saw by Joe Orton; The
Changing Room by David Storey; Plenty by David Hare; Betrayal by Harold Pinter; and Pack of Lies
by Hugh Whitemore.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: British Playwrights, 1956-1995 William W. Demastes,
1996-10-23 The year 1956 marked a point when British drama and theater fell into the hands of a
group of young playwrights who revolutionized the stage. During that time, playwrights such as
Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter made the British theater as rich, varied, and vital as any national
theater in history. This reference chronicles the history of British theater from 1956 to 1995 by
providing detailed information about the playwrights of that period. Included are entries for some
three dozen British playwrights active between 1956 and 1995. Entries are arranged alphabetically
to facilitate use. Each entry supplies biographical information, the production history for particular
plays, a survey of the playwright's critical reception, an assessment of the dramatist's work, and
primary and secondary bibliographies. A selected, general bibliography at the end of the volume
directs the reader to important sources of additional information about this period in theater history.
  pack of lies hugh whitemore: Stage Right John Bull, 1994-05-24 Stage Right is a refreshingly
abrasive account of the state of British theatre since 1979, offering an account of the development of
a new mainstream formed in conscious opposition to the work of the politically committed
dramatists of the 70s and an analysis of the plays of the most successful playwrights of the new
mainstream: Nichols, Gray, Frayn, Bennett, Ayckbourn and Stoppard.
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