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New York Jets Quarterback History: A Journey Through the Franchise’s Signal Callers

new york jets quarterback history is a fascinating tale filled with highs, lows, and moments of
gridiron glory. From the early days of the franchise to modern times, the Jets have seen a diverse
array of quarterbacks take the helm, each bringing their own style and impact to the team. This
journey through the Jets’ quarterback lineage provides insight not only into the players themselves
but also into the evolution of the team and its strategy over the decades.

The Early Years: Establishing a Foundation

The New York Jets, originally known as the Titans of New York, entered the American Football League
(AFL) in 1960. Their quarterback situation in those formative years was marked by experimentation
and searching for a franchise cornerstone.

Al Dorow and Dick Wood: The First Quarterbacks

In the Jets’ inaugural seasons, Al Dorow and Dick Wood were among the primary quarterbacks.
Neither managed to provide long-term stability, but they laid the groundwork for the team’s offensive
identity. These early years were challenging, as the franchise struggled to find consistent success and
a true leader under center.

Joe Namath: The Legend Who Changed Everything

No discussion of the New York Jets quarterback history is complete without highlighting Joe Namath.
Drafted in 1965, “Broadway Joe” became the face of the franchise and one of the most iconic
quarterbacks in NFL history. Namath’s charisma and skill elevated the Jets’ profile nationally.

Namath famously guaranteed a Jets victory in Super Bowl III and then delivered on that promise by
leading the Jets to a stunning upset over the heavily favored Baltimore Colts. This victory remains one
of the most celebrated moments in NFL history and cemented Namath’s legacy as the Jets’ greatest
quarterback.

Post-Namath Era: Searching for Stability

After Namath’s retirement in the late 1970s, the Jets faced a prolonged period of quarterback
instability. The team cycled through numerous starters, often struggling to find a player who could
replicate Namath's magic.



The 1980s and 1990s: From Ken O’Brien to Boomer Esiason

Ken O’Brien, who played from 1983 to 1992, is often remembered as one of the better Jets
quarterbacks during this era. Known for his strong arm and mobility, O’Brien had several productive
seasons, including leading the Jets to the playoffs in 1985 and 1986.

In the early 1990s, the Jets acquired Boomer Esiason, a proven veteran who brought experience and
leadership. Though Esiason had success with the Cincinnati Bengals, his tenure with the Jets was
marred by inconsistency and injuries, reflecting the broader quarterback quandary the franchise
faced.

The Struggle for a Franchise Quarterback

Throughout the 1990s and early 2000s, the Jets tried various quarterbacks, including Vinny
Testaverde and Chad Pennington. Testaverde, a strong passer, had flashes of brilliance but was also
prone to turnovers. Pennington, on the other hand, was known for his accuracy and poise but
struggled with injuries that limited his impact.

This period highlights a common theme in the Jets’ quarterback history: flashes of potential often
derailed by inconsistency or health issues, making it difficult for the franchise to maintain continuity
at the position.

The Modern Era: New Faces and New Hope

The 2000s and 2010s saw the Jets continue to search for a quarterback who could lead the team back
to consistent playoff contention.

Mark Sanchez and the “Butt Fumble” Era

Mark Sanchez was the Jets’ first-round pick in 2009 and initially brought hope to the franchise. He led
the Jets to back-to-back AFC Championship games in his first two seasons, showing promise as a
young quarterback.

However, Sanchez’s career became synonymous with inconsistency and infamous moments like the
“Butt Fumble” against the New England Patriots. His struggles underscored the challenges the Jets
faced in finding a franchise quarterback who could reliably perform under pressure.

Geno Smith, Ryan Fitzpatrick, and the Quarterback Carousel

After Sanchez, the Jets cycled through several quarterbacks, including Geno Smith and Ryan
Fitzpatrick. Fitzpatrick, a journeyman quarterback known for his gunslinger mentality, had moments
of brilliance but often couldn’t provide long-term stability.



Geno Smith, drafted in 2013, showed flashes of talent but also struggled with turnovers and injuries,
further emphasizing the Jets’ ongoing quarterback woes.

Joe Flacco and the Search for Veteran Leadership

In 2019, the Jets signed Joe Flacco, a former Super Bowl MVP, hoping his experience would bring
stability. While Flacco’s presence provided veteran leadership, he was unable to elevate the Jets to
playoff contention, and his tenure was short-lived.

Recent Developments: Zach Wilson and Beyond

The Jets made headlines by selecting Zach Wilson with the second overall pick in the 2021 NFL Draft.
Wilson represented a new chapter in the franchise’s quarterback history—a young, mobile
quarterback with a strong arm and the potential to be the Jets’ next franchise cornerstone.

Wilson’s rookie season had ups and downs, reflecting the typical growing pains for a young
quarterback adjusting to the NFL level. The Jets’ coaching staff and front office remain hopeful that he
can develop into a leader who will guide the team back to playoff relevance.

Developing a Franchise Quarterback: Challenges and
Opportunities

The Jets’ history shows that developing a franchise quarterback is rarely straightforward. It requires
not only talent but also the right coaching, offensive scheme, supporting cast, and a bit of luck.

Fans and analysts alike recognize that the Jets must continue to build around Wilson, improving the
offensive line and adding weapons to maximize his potential. Patience and strategic planning will be
key to breaking the cycle of quarterback instability that has long plagued the team.

Legacy and Impact: The Quarterbacks Who Shaped the
Jets

Looking back on the New York Jets quarterback history, several names stand out for their impact. Joe
Namath remains the gold standard, a Hall of Famer who transformed the franchise. Other
quarterbacks like Ken O’Brien and Chad Pennington provided memorable moments and helped the
Jets stay competitive.

The story of Jets quarterbacks is also a lesson in resilience. Despite struggles, the franchise has
continually sought to find the right leader, adapting to the changing landscape of the NFL and the
evolving role of the quarterback position.



For fans, the quarterback position is always a central focus, a source of hope and occasional
frustration. The Jets’ quarterback history is a testament to the highs and lows that come with building
a successful NFL franchise.

Key Takeaways from Jets Quarterback History

Stability is rare: The Jets have often struggled to maintain a consistent starting quarterback
over multiple seasons.

Impact of leadership: Quarterbacks like Namath and Pennington showed how leadership can
elevate the entire team.

Development matters: Young quarterbacks need supportive coaching and team
infrastructure to succeed.

Fan expectations are high: The quarterback position carries immense pressure, especially in
a passionate market like New York.

As the Jets continue their journey with new quarterbacks, their rich history provides both lessons and
inspiration, reminding us that every era brings new opportunities to write unforgettable chapters in
the franchise’s story.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the New York Jets?
The first starting quarterback for the New York Jets, then known as the New York Titans, was Al Dorow
in 1960.

Which New York Jets quarterback led the team to its only
Super Bowl victory?
Joe Namath led the New York Jets to their only Super Bowl victory in Super Bowl III in 1969.

How long did Joe Namath play as the Jets' quarterback?
Joe Namath played as the New York Jets' quarterback from 1965 to 1976.

Who holds the record for the most passing yards in New York
Jets history?
Joe Namath holds the record for the most passing yards in New York Jets history.



Which Jets quarterback was drafted first overall and had a
controversial tenure?
Mark Sanchez was drafted first overall by the Jets in 2009 and had a controversial tenure with mixed
success and playoff appearances.

Has any New York Jets quarterback been inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame?
Yes, Joe Namath, the Jets' legendary quarterback, was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in
1985.

Who was the Jets quarterback before Zach Wilson?
Sam Darnold was the starting quarterback for the New York Jets before Zach Wilson.

What notable achievements did Ken O'Brien have as a Jets
quarterback?
Ken O'Brien was a two-time Pro Bowler and set several franchise records during his tenure with the
Jets from 1983 to 1992.

How has the Jets quarterback position evolved in recent
years?
The Jets have gone through multiple starting quarterbacks in recent years, focusing on rebuilding
through the draft with young QBs like Sam Darnold and Zach Wilson, aiming for long-term stability.

Additional Resources
New York Jets Quarterback History: A Comprehensive Review

new york jets quarterback history offers a fascinating lens through which to examine one of the
NFL’s most storied franchises. Since their inception in 1960 as the Titans of New York, the Jets have
experienced a fluctuating quarterback landscape marked by legendary highs, periods of
inconsistency, and ongoing quests for stability under center. This article delves into the evolution of
the Jets’ quarterback play over the decades, highlighting key figures, pivotal moments, and the
impact of quarterback performance on the franchise’s fortunes.

Tracing the Origins: Early Quarterbacks and
Foundation Years

In the early years, the Jets struggled to find a consistent quarterback, a challenge that would
characterize much of their history. The franchise’s first notable quarterback was Dick Wood, but it was



Joe Namath who would redefine the position for the Jets and the league.

Joe Namath: The Franchise Quarterback and Cultural Icon

Joe Namath remains the most iconic figure in new york jets quarterback history. Drafted in 1965,
Namath brought both skill and charisma to the position. His bold guarantee and subsequent victory in
Super Bowl III in 1969 not only secured the Jets’ lone championship but also elevated the quarterback
role in the AFL-NFL merger era. Namath’s career stats—27,663 passing yards, 173 touchdowns, and a
passer rating of 65.5—reflect a player whose impact transcended numbers. Despite injuries and
fluctuations in performance, Namath’s leadership and swagger left a lasting imprint on the franchise.

Post-Namath Era: Searching for Stability

After Namath’s retirement in 1977, the Jets entered a prolonged period marked by quarterback
instability. This era saw a revolving door of starters, often hampering the team’s offensive continuity
and success.

Key Quarterbacks of the 1980s and 1990s

The 1980s featured quarterbacks such as Richard Todd and Ken O’Brien, both of whom had moments
of promise. Todd, who succeeded Namath, demonstrated leadership but also inconsistency, finishing
with a career passer rating of 66.2. Ken O’Brien, drafted in 1983, displayed solid arm talent and
durability, with a career passer rating of 76.3 and two Pro Bowl selections. Despite these efforts,
neither quarterback elevated the Jets to playoff prominence consistently.

The 1990s introduced a new wave of quarterbacks, including Boomer Esiason and Neil O’Donnell, who
contributed to intermittent playoff appearances. Esiason’s tenure was brief but notable for his veteran
leadership, while O’Donnell’s modest stats reflected the challenges of sustaining success in a highly
competitive AFC East.

The 2000s: Quarterback Carousel and Franchise
Challenges

The turn of the millennium witnessed continued struggles at quarterback. The Jets cycled through
numerous starters, including Chad Pennington, Vinny Testaverde, and Brett Favre, with varying
degrees of success.

Chad Pennington: A Beacon of Efficiency

Chad Pennington stands out as one of the more efficient quarterbacks in Jets history during the



2000s. Known for his accuracy and decision-making, Pennington posted a career passer rating of 87.7
with the Jets and led the team to multiple playoff berths. His leadership and low interception rate
were positives, though recurring injuries hindered his ability to sustain peak performance.

Brett Favre’s Brief Stint and Its Impact

In 2008, the Jets acquired Brett Favre, a future Hall of Famer, in an attempt to catalyze a deep playoff
run. Favre’s presence brought veteran experience and a temporary boost, but his tenure was marred
by injuries and inconsistency, culminating in an early playoff exit. Favre’s time with the Jets
highlighted the challenges veteran quarterbacks face adapting to new systems late in their careers.

Recent Developments: The Quest for a Franchise
Quarterback

In the 2010s and beyond, the Jets continued their pursuit of a reliable quarterback, a quest that has
become central to the franchise’s rebuilding efforts.

Mark Sanchez and the Gang Green Playoff Runs

Mark Sanchez, drafted in 2009, initially showed promise, leading the Jets to back-to-back AFC
Championship Games in 2009 and 2010. Despite these playoff appearances, Sanchez’s career was
marred by turnovers and inconsistent play, with a career touchdown-to-interception ratio of 65:67. His
tenure exemplifies the thin margin between success and struggle at the quarterback position.

Recent Quarterbacks: Sam Darnold, Zach Wilson, and the
Future

More recently, the Jets have invested in young talent, drafting Sam Darnold in 2018 and Zach Wilson
in 2021. Both quarterbacks have shown potential but have faced setbacks due to injuries and team
instability. Darnold’s career passer rating hovered around 75.9, while Wilson’s early career has been a
mix of flashes of brilliance and developmental challenges.

This ongoing search for a franchise quarterback underscores how critical the position is to the Jets’
aspirations and reflects the broader NFL trend where quarterback effectiveness often dictates team
success.

Analyzing the Jets’ Quarterback Legacy

The new york jets quarterback history is marked by a dichotomy of legendary highs and persistent
struggles. Joe Namath’s era remains the franchise’s golden age, while subsequent decades have been



characterized by frequent changes and inconsistent quarterback play.

Factors Influencing Quarterback Success in Jets History

Several factors have influenced the Jets’ quarterback trajectory:

Coaching Changes: Frequent coaching turnover has often disrupted offensive continuity.

Offensive Line Performance: Protection issues have limited quarterback development.

Drafting and Development: Challenges in scouting and nurturing quarterback talent have
impacted long-term stability.

Injury History: Injuries to key quarterbacks have stalled promising careers.

Comparative Perspective

When compared to peer NFL franchises, the Jets have struggled to maintain a franchise quarterback
longer than a few seasons. Teams with sustained success often feature quarterbacks with higher
passer ratings, better touchdown-to-interception ratios, and longer tenures. The Jets’ statistical data
reflects the volatility and inconsistency that have defined much of their quarterback history.

The Road Ahead: Building Around the Quarterback
Position

As the Jets continue to rebuild, their approach to quarterback acquisition and development remains a
pivotal focus. With the evolving dynamics of the NFL emphasizing mobile, high-efficiency
quarterbacks, the Jets’ success will hinge on identifying and supporting a player capable of
transforming the offense and leading the team to playoff contention.

In summary, the new york jets quarterback history is a complex narrative of iconic moments and
ongoing challenges. Understanding this history provides crucial insight into the franchise’s identity
and its persistent quest for quarterback excellence.

New York Jets Quarterback History

  new york jets quarterback history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started
Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has it
all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/new-york-jets-quarterback-history.pdf


American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.
  new york jets quarterback history: The Best NFL Quarterbacks of All Time Matt Scheff,
2014-09-01 They?re the best the NFL has ever seen! This title introduces the NFL?s biggest stars,
past and present. Readers of all levels will be drawn in by easy-to-read stories, quick-hit sidebars
and high-impact photos that tell each player?s story. With spotlight stats, info boxes, a glossary,
additional resources, and more, this series is jam-packed with information fit for any football fan.
Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of
ABDO Publishing Company.
  new york jets quarterback history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Sports History & Trivia
Mike McGovern, 2001-09-01 For the sports fan, this guide offers fascinating facts and tidbits on
baseball, football, basketball, hockey, the Olympic Games, tennis, figure skating, soccer, and more.
It contains special sections on women's sports, young people's sports, and the Special Olympics, and
includes listings of winners of the World Series, the Super Bowl, the Stanley Cup, and other major
competetions.
  new york jets quarterback history: A History of Basketball in Fifteen Sneakers Russ
Bengtson, 2023-10-10 A celebration of the iconic shoes and superstars who have defined the sport
for decades, A History of Basketball in Fifteen Sneakers tells the story of hoops as only shoes can.
The ultimate book for both hoops fans and sneaker obsessives, A History of Basketball in Fifteen
Sneakers is an exciting and fascinating look at the sport written with authority and experience by
former Complex and SLAM magazine editor Russ Bengtson. From primeval Converse Chuck Taylor
All Stars to baroque Reebok Pumps and myth-making Air Jordans to super-high-tech Nike Adapt BBs,
each chapter breaks down how a specific sneaker defined an era of basketball, transformed the
culture, or changed the game. With full-color sneaker photographs and detailed illustrations
throughout, the book is a kaleidoscopic celebration of the players, styles, and iconic moments that
have shaped hoops both on and off the court. Topics include: Walt Frazier's PUMA Clydes and the
New York City street game; Michael Jordan's first signature Air Jordan and the birth of the modern
global basketball superstar; Nike Air Swoopes and the evolution of the women’s game; sneaker tech
and the rise of retro; and much more.
  new york jets quarterback history: The Oxford Handbook of Sports History Robert
Edelman, Wayne Wilson, 2017-04-06 Orwell was wrong. Sports are not war without the shooting, nor
are they war by other means. To be sure sports have generated animosity throughout human history,
but they also require rules to which the participants agree to abide before the contest. Among other
things, those rules are supposed to limit violence, even death. More than anything else, sports have
been a significant part of a historical civilizing process. They are the opposite of war. As the
historical profession has taken its cultural turn over the last few decades, scholars have turned their
attention to subject once seen as marginal. As researchers have come to understand the centrality of
the human body in human history, they have come to study this most corporeal of human activities.
Taking early cues from physical educators and kinesiologists, historians have been exploring sports
in all their forms in order to help us answer the most fundamental questions to which scholars have
devoted their lives. We have now seen a veritable explosion excellent work on this subject, just as
sports have assumed an even greater share of a globalizing world's cultural, political and economic
space. Practiced by millions and watched by billions, sports provide an enormous share of content on
the Internet. This volume combines the efforts of sports historians with essays by historians whose
careers have been devoted to more traditional topics. We want to show how sports have evolved
from ancient societies to the world we inhabit today. Our goal is to introduce those from outside this
sub-field to this burgeoning body of scholarship. At the same time, we hope here to show those who
may want to study sport with rigor and nuance how to embark on a rewarding journey and tackle
profound matters that have affected and will affect all of humankind.



  new york jets quarterback history: THE HISTORY OF THE NFL James Bren, The History of
the NFL by James Bren is a must-read for football fans and sports enthusiasts alike. This book
chronicles the remarkable story of the National Football League, from its origins as a rag-tag
collection of teams in the 1920s to the powerhouse that it is today. Bren's meticulous research and
engaging writing style bring to life the iconic moments, players, and coaches that have shaped the
league. From the dynasties of the Green Bay Packers, Pittsburgh Steelers, and San Francisco 49ers
to the rise of modern-day superstars like Tom Brady and Patrick Mahomes, Bren covers it all. The
book is organized chronologically, starting with the early days of the NFL and moving through each
decade. Bren provides context for each era, discussing the social, political, and cultural events that
influenced the league's development. He also delves into the game itself, analyzing the strategic
innovations, rule changes, and technological advances that have made the NFL what it is today.
Bren's attention to detail is impressive. He not only covers the major events in NFL history but also
shines a light on lesser-known stories and forgotten heroes. From the first NFL draft in 1936 to the
groundbreaking TV contracts of the 1960s, from the rise of Monday Night Football to the scandals
that have rocked the league, Bren leaves no stone unturned. The History of the NFL is more than
just a retelling of past events. It's a celebration of the game, its players, and its fans. Bren captures
the passion and excitement that make football the most popular sport in America, and his book is
sure to be a hit with anyone who loves the game.
  new york jets quarterback history: Indianapolis Colts Lew Freedman, 2013-08-15 A complete
illustrated history of the National Football League's Indianapolis Colts, including the team's early
era in Baltimore--Provided by publisher--
  new york jets quarterback history: Blood, Sweat, and Never a Playoff: A Wild and Wacky
History of the NFL's Most Frustrated Franchise Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-22 **Blood, Sweat, and
Never a Playoff: A Wild and Wacky History of the NFL's Most Frustrated Franchise** The New York
Jets are one of the most storied franchises in the history of professional football, but they are also
one of the most frustrating. Despite their rich history and passionate fan base, the Jets have never
won a Super Bowl, a fact that has earned them the unfortunate distinction of being the only AFL
team to never win a league championship. In this comprehensive and entertaining book, we take a
deep dive into the history of the New York Jets, from their early days in the AFL to their current
status as a perennial also-ran. We explore the team's many triumphs and tribulations, including their
Super Bowl III victory, their heartbreaking loss in the Heidi Game, and their struggles to find
sustained success in recent years. We also take a close look at some of the most iconic players and
coaches in Jets history, including Joe Namath, Weeb Ewbank, Bill Parcells, and Rex Ryan. We
examine their contributions to the team and the impact they had on the franchise's fortunes.
Through a combination of historical research, interviews with former players and coaches, and
analysis of game footage, we paint a vivid picture of the Jets' rich history. We explore the factors
that have contributed to their successes and failures, and we assess the team's prospects for future
success. Whether you are a lifelong Jets fan or simply a casual observer of the NFL, this book is sure
to provide you with a deeper understanding of one of the most fascinating and frustrating teams in
professional football. So sit back, relax, and enjoy the ride as we journey through the history of the
New York Jets. If you like this book, write a review!
  new york jets quarterback history: Dan Marino Jon Sterngass, 2015-05-27 Tells the life story
of football player Dan Marino, discussing his childhood in Pittsburgh, the challenges and highlights
of his football career, his family, and his foundation for children with special needs.
  new york jets quarterback history: Where the Boys (and Girls) Were!: The Fun and Sun
History of Fort Lauderdale Beach Dan Santoro, 2015-11-19 Once upon a time there was a sleepy
oceanside town in South Florida that came to life for only two weeks every springtime. Then a
midwestern English professor wrote a cheeky novel based on his observations of college guys and
girls on Spring Break 1959 as they chased each other across the surf and sand in search of that
perfect someone. When the novel Where the Boys Are was released in early 1960 and the movie
version debuted at the end of that year, it put Fort Lauderdale on the lips and to-do lists of millions



of North American college students and other fun-seekers for much of the next three decades. The
city dubbed The Venice of America welcomed everyone and the party still hasn't stopped!
  new york jets quarterback history: Tom Brady, Revised Edition Samuel Crompton, Martha
Hewson, 2021-06-01 Tom Brady’s rise to fame started early in the 2001 season when an injury
forced Patriots quarterback Drew Bledsoe out of the game. Enter Brady, the 24-year-old kid from the
University of Michigan. Only his second year in the NFL, Brady had spent his rookie year as a
fourth-string quarterback. But that year he proved he could be something more. He pulled the
Patriots from a losing record to win the playoffs. Much to football’s surprise, he expertly navigated
his team to victory in Super Bowl XXXVI—and six more Super Bowl victories over a decades-long.
Tom Brady, Revised Edition is the inspiring story of how one man captivated millions of hearts in
America. Covering Brady's childhood, influences, setbacks, and triumphs, this exciting, full-color
biography is sure to become a favorite for loyal football fans.
  new york jets quarterback history: The Pittsburgh Steelers Playbook Steve Hickoff,
2015-09-01 The X's and O's behind the Steelers' most memorable moments For serious football fans
wanting to relive the most unforgettable, extraordinary, and gut-wrenching plays in Pittsburgh
Steelers history, this account explores the team's greatest calls, providing context, back story,
relevant circumstances, and comments from those directly involved in each play. Dozens of color
photos help to reanimate each memory, including the Immaculate Reception, Willie Parker's 75-yard
Super Bowl XL run from scrimmage, quarterback Mark Malone's record-setting catch of 90 yards
from Terry Bradshaw, and John Henry Johnson running for a 45-yard score to help the Steelers upset
the Browns.
  new york jets quarterback history: The American Football League Ed Gruver, 2011-01-14
Unable to buy into an existing team and rebuffed by National Football League owners who had no
desire to expand, 27-year-old Lamar Hunt, the son of Texas billionaire H.L. Hunt, formed the
American Football League in 1959. He placed his team in Dallas, called them the Texans, and invited
other young entrepreneurs to join him. The seven men who did called themselves members of the
Foolish Club, but on September 9, 1960, the AFL made its regular season debut and went on to
change the face of football forever. Unlike the NFL, the American Football League featured wide
open offenses and innovative coaching strategies, capturing a new generation of fans dedicated to
the league and its players. The AFL aggressively pursued college stars--Heisman Trophy winner Billy
Cannon in its inaugural season and Joe Namath in 1965. The eight teams signed a collective
television agreement that split the money equally among the franchises, thus providing far more
stability and balance than earlier start-up leagues. Based on interviews with owners, coaches,
players, scouts, broadcasters and writers from the era, this is a colorful account of the AFL and its
place in sports history.
  new york jets quarterback history: Gridiron Fred Bowen, 2020-07-28 This accessible,
informative, and beautifully illustrated book celebrates the 100th anniversary of the NFL and is the
perfect keepsake for football fans of all ages. The National Football League is the most popular
sports league in the United States. Its championship game, the Super Bowl, is watched by millions of
people every year. But it wasn’t always like this. In the last one hundred years, football has changed
from a poorly organized, often overlooked sport to America’s favorite pastime. Here are the stories
of that remarkable transformation. The stories of the greatest players, the most successful coaches,
the most memorable games—and the amazing plays that made us gasp as we watched them in
stadiums and on televisions all over America. Discover the league’s scrappy beginnings in an
automobile showroom, and early players like Red Grange, the Galloping Ghost. Relive the very first
championship game, played indoors after a circus had visited, and famous games like the Ice Bowl.
See the NFL at war, and meet some of the remarkable athletes who helped desegregate the league.
Learn how the draft came into existence, and about the teams that strove for that almost impossible
goal—a perfect season. Veteran sportswriter Fred Bowen brings his in-depth knowledge and lively
prose to these fascinating stories, and award-winning artist James E. Ransome has created stunning
full-page illustrations that bring the sport of football to life like never before.



  new york jets quarterback history: The Scrapbook History of Pro Football, 1893-1979 , 1979
  new york jets quarterback history: Title Quests: A Complete History of the National Football
League’s Championship Series Kelly Bell, 2024-05-24 Title Quests: A Complete History of the
National Football League’s Championship Series is a retelling of a fascinating series of
championship NFL Football contests that have seen scores ranging from 7–0 to 73–0, dark
suspicions of underworld interference, a game played just inshore from a roiling Gulf of Mexico
hurricane, featuring teams with names such as the Boston Redskins, Chicago Cardinals, and
Cleveland Rams. These games have been played in blizzards, downpours, and deserts, interrupted by
power failures, featuring brothers versus brothers, witnessing wild comebacks and collapses, with a
team winning the title in its very first year in the league, and marking the birth and death of
dynasties. Expect the unexpected.
  new york jets quarterback history: A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition Games Mark L.
Ford, 2014-10-08 For fans of professional football who thought they had read everything about the
history of the game, Mark L. Ford breaks new ground with this account of the NFL preseason.
Described as “test labs” by Ford, preseason games are a time for trying out new strategies,
considering future rule changes, and implementing television coverage innovations. For thousands
of players who vie for a spot in the league every summer, the preseason is also the defining moment
where careers can be made or broken. A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition Games: 1986 to
2013 is one of two books by Ford on professional football’s preseason. Along with its companion
volume—which covers 1960 to 1985—these resources provide information on every NFL and AFL
preseason game played since the AFL was launched in 1960. All the interesting events and people
that were part of these summer battles are detailed, as well as the first outings for new teams, new
rules, and new stars. Ford also includes amusing anecdotes and mishaps, such as a last-minute
defeat in 2000 when a player tackled his own teammate. Along the way, Ford recounts key
off-season developments that would transform professional football from a modest enterprise into a
global monopoly with annual revenues and assets worth billions. A History of NFL Preseason and
Exhibition Games is a unique and important reference for pro football fans and cultural historians
alike.
  new york jets quarterback history: A Graphic History of Sport Andrew Janik, 2017-02-28
Every sport has its legends . . . THE RUMBLE IN THE JUNGLE THE BATTLE OF THE SEXES THE
PINE TAR INCIDENT THE STEEL CURTAIN PHI SLAMA JAMA A Graphic History of Sport presents
artist Andrew Janik’s survey of the weird and wonderful world of athletic competition. The
unforgettable plays and over-the-top personalities, the heated rivalries and storied dynasties— all
come to vivid life in a series of illustrations filled with subtle wit and a modern design aesthetic.
Each illustration is paired with a detailed historic overview as well as surprising stats and trivia,
capturing a true sports fan’s delight in the games we love to love and the players we love to hate.
  new york jets quarterback history: The 50 Greatest Players in Cincinnati Bengals History
Robert W. Cohen, 2024-10-01 The 50 Greatest Players in Cincinnati Bengals History examines the
careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the National Football League's most
dynamic franchises. Using as measuring sticks the degree to which they impacted the fortunes of the
team, the extent to which they added to the Bengals legacy, and the levels of statistical compilation
and overall dominance they attained while wearing a Bengals uniform, The 50 Greatest Players in
Cincinnati Bengals History ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes from
opposing players and former teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries of each
player’s greatest season, most memorable performances, and most notable achievements.
  new york jets quarterback history: The 50 Most Dynamic Duos in Sports History Robert
W. Cohen, 2012-11-15 Who comprised the most productive pairs in the history of professional team
sports? Joe Montana and Jerry Rice of the San Francisco 49ers? Michael Jordan and Scottie Pippen
of the Chicago Bulls? What about the prolific hockey tandem of Wayne Gretzky and Mark Messier?
And that all-time great New York Yankees twosome of Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig certainly can't be
excluded. Using various selection criteria—including longevity, level of statistical compilation,



impact on one’s team, and overall place in history—The 50 Most Dynamic Duos in Sports History
attempts to ascertain which twosome truly established itself as the most dominant tandem in the
history of the four major professional team sports: baseball, basketball, football, and hockey.
Arranged and ranked by sport, this work takes an in-depth look at the careers of these men,
including statistics, quotes from opposing players and former teammates, and career highlights.
Finally, all 50 duos are placed in an overall ranking. Covering every decade since the 1890s, this
book will find widespread appeal among sports fans of all generations. And with photographs of
many of the tandems, The 50 Most Dynamic Duos in Sports History is a wonderful addition to any
sports historian’s collection.
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