
judith butler gender is burning
**Judith Butler Gender Is Burning: Exploring the Intersection of Gender Theory and Queer
Performance**

judith butler gender is burning is a phrase that brings together two powerful forces in
the discourse around gender, identity, and performance. Judith Butler, a pioneering
philosopher and gender theorist, has profoundly influenced how we understand gender as a
fluid and performative construct. Meanwhile, *Gender Is Burning* is a groundbreaking
documentary that captures the vibrant, defiant spirit of New York’s drag and ballroom
culture in the late 1980s and early 1990s, a subculture where gender performance is not
only an art form but a radical act of identity and survival.

This article delves into how Judith Butler’s theories connect with the themes and realities
presented in *Gender Is Burning*, highlighting the intersections of gender performativity,
queer identity, and cultural resistance. Whether you’re new to gender theory or curious
about queer cultural expressions, this exploration will offer insights into why the phrase
“judith butler gender is burning” resonates in academic and activist circles alike.

Understanding Judith Butler’s Concept of Gender
Performativity

To appreciate the relationship between Judith Butler and *Gender Is Burning*, it’s essential
to grasp the core of Butler’s philosophy. In her seminal work, *Gender Trouble* (1990),
Butler challenges the traditional notion that gender is a fixed, biological binary. Instead, she
argues that gender is performative — meaning it is something we do repeatedly through
our actions, behaviors, and language, rather than something we inherently are.

What Does Gender Performativity Mean?

Butler’s idea of gender performativity suggests that gender identity is constructed through
a series of acts and performances that society reads as “masculine” or “feminine.” These
performances are not inherently tied to biological sex but are culturally regulated and
reinforced through repetition.

- Gender is not a stable identity but a continuous performance.
- Social norms dictate the “acceptable” ways to perform gender.
- Subverting or disrupting these performances can challenge societal understandings of
gender.

This concept revolutionized feminist and queer theory by opening space for the recognition
of transgender, non-binary, and gender-nonconforming identities as legitimate and
authentic.



Gender Is Burning: A Lens Into Queer
Performance and Identity

*Gender Is Burning* is a documentary directed by Peaches Christ and Nefertiti Austin that
vividly portrays the ballroom scene in New York City—a subcultural world where LGBTQ+
individuals, primarily Black and Latinx queer and trans people, create spaces to express
and affirm their identities through elaborate performances and competitions.

The Ballroom Scene as a Site of Gender Expression

In the ballroom culture, participants “walk” in various categories that mimic and
exaggerate traditional gender roles, such as “realness,” “voguing,” and “face.” These
performances are not just entertainment; they are profound acts of self-definition and
defiance against societal marginalization.

- Drag balls provide a community and chosen family for many queer people.
- The scene celebrates fluidity, creativity, and resilience against systemic oppression.
- Performance challenges the rigid binaries of gender and race imposed by mainstream
culture.

By highlighting this world, *Gender Is Burning* offers a real-life example of Butler’s theory
in action — where gender is a practiced, lived experience rather than a fixed essence.

Connecting Judith Butler’s Theory to Gender Is
Burning’s Reality

The synergy between Judith Butler’s gender theory and the lived experiences depicted in
*Gender Is Burning* is striking. The ballroom community exemplifies performativity by
intentionally playing with gender norms and expectations, often to survive and thrive in
hostile environments.

Performing Resistance and Survival

For many ballroom participants, performance isn’t just theatrical—it’s a survival tactic. In a
society that often excludes or criminalizes queer and trans identities, the ballroom offers a
radical space to assert existence and dignity.

- Gender performances become political acts.
- Subversion of gender norms challenges dominant cultural narratives.
- The ballroom serves as a sanctuary against violence and marginalization.

Judith Butler’s framework helps us understand these performances as more than just self-
expression—they are deeply intertwined with social power structures and resistance.



Fluidity and the Breakdown of Binary Thinking

Both Butler’s philosophy and the ballroom scene reject the binary understanding of gender.
Through voguing and other ballroom categories, participants embody multiple gender
expressions, blurring lines between masculinity and femininity.

- This fluidity destabilizes fixed identities.
- It reflects the lived realities of many queer and trans individuals.
- It expands the possibilities of what gender can mean in society.

Why Judith Butler Gender Is Burning Matters
Today

The conversation around Judith Butler and *Gender Is Burning* continues to be relevant as
contemporary movements push for greater recognition of gender diversity and LGBTQ+
rights. Understanding this intersection can illuminate ongoing struggles and celebrations
within queer communities worldwide.

Lessons for Activism and Social Change

- Recognizing gender as performative encourages empathy for diverse gender expressions.
- Supporting queer cultural spaces like ballrooms fosters community resilience.
- Challenging gender norms can dismantle oppressive systems of discrimination.

Influence on Popular Culture and Academia

Butler’s theories and the visibility of ballroom culture have influenced everything from
academic gender studies to mainstream media. Shows like *Pose* and artists like Madonna
and Beyoncé have drawn inspiration from ballroom aesthetics and themes, bringing queer
gender performance into broader public awareness.

Practical Insights on Gender Performativity and
Queer Identity

If you are exploring your own gender identity or seeking to understand others better, the
interplay between Judith Butler’s ideas and *Gender Is Burning* offers valuable guidance.

Embrace Fluidity: Gender is not a static label but a spectrum of possibilities that can
be explored and expressed differently over time.



Value Performance: How you present yourself can be a powerful form of self-
affirmation and communication.

Seek Community: Spaces that celebrate diverse gender expressions provide vital
support and validation.

Question Norms: Reflect on societal expectations around gender and consider ways
to disrupt or expand them.

These insights encourage a more inclusive and compassionate understanding of gender
beyond binary constraints.

---

Exploring the phrase *judith butler gender is burning* reveals a rich dialogue between
academic theory and lived queer experience. Butler’s groundbreaking ideas about gender
performativity find vibrant expression in the ballroom culture documented in *Gender Is
Burning*, together illustrating how gender is both a social construct and a deeply personal
performance. This intersection not only broadens our understanding of identity but also
highlights the ongoing power of queer communities to resist, innovate, and celebrate the
complexity of human expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument in Judith Butler's 'Gender is
Burning'?
In 'Gender is Burning,' Judith Butler explores the performativity of gender, arguing that
gender is not a fixed identity but rather an ongoing performance shaped by societal norms
and cultural practices.

How does Judith Butler relate drag culture to gender in
'Gender is Burning'?
Butler uses drag culture as a key example to demonstrate how gender can be performed
and subverted, showing that drag exposes the imitative nature of gender and challenges
traditional binary norms.

What does Judith Butler mean by 'gender
performativity' in 'Gender is Burning'?
'Gender performativity' refers to the concept that gender identity is constructed through
repeated behaviors, gestures, and enactments, rather than stemming from an innate or
biological essence.



How does 'Gender is Burning' contribute to queer
theory?
'Gender is Burning' is a foundational text in queer theory, highlighting the fluidity of gender
and sexuality and advocating for the disruption of fixed identities and heteronormative
structures.

In 'Gender is Burning,' how does Butler discuss the
relationship between power and gender?
Butler argues that power operates through the regulation of gender norms, enforcing
conformity, but also that these norms can be resisted and redefined through performative
acts that challenge dominant power structures.

What role does the ballroom scene play in Butler's
'Gender is Burning'?
The ballroom scene is used as a cultural site where marginalized LGBTQ+ individuals create
alternative spaces to experiment with and perform diverse gender expressions, thereby
resisting societal norms.

How does Judith Butler's 'Gender is Burning' challenge
traditional views of identity?
Butler challenges the notion of a stable, coherent identity by emphasizing that identities
are fluid, socially constructed, and continuously reshaped through performative acts.

Why is 'Gender is Burning' considered a significant work
in gender studies?
Because it fundamentally shifts the understanding of gender from a biological or fixed
category to a performative and socially constructed phenomenon, influencing
contemporary gender discourse.

Can 'Gender is Burning' be applied to contemporary
discussions about transgender identities?
Yes, Butler's ideas about gender as performative and fluid provide a valuable framework for
understanding and validating transgender experiences beyond binary categories.

What critiques or controversies surround Judith Butler's
views in 'Gender is Burning'?
Some critics argue that Butler's theory of performativity is overly abstract and difficult to
apply in practical contexts, and that it may overlook the material realities of gendered
oppression.



Additional Resources
**Judith Butler and the Concept of "Gender Is Burning": An Analytical Review**

judith butler gender is burning represents a compelling intersection of contemporary
gender theory and cultural critique. Butler, a preeminent philosopher and gender theorist,
has long been influential in shaping how gender identity and performativity are understood
in academic and activist circles. The phrase "gender is burning" evokes both a metaphorical
and literal sense of transformation, resistance, and the deconstruction of normative gender
binaries, which aligns closely with Butler’s groundbreaking work on gender performativity
and the politics of identity.

This article explores the significance of Judith Butler’s contributions to gender theory,
particularly in relation to the evocative concept of “gender is burning.” It offers an in-depth
analysis of Butler’s theories, their cultural resonance, and how they intersect with
contemporary discussions on gender fluidity, queer identity, and social change. Through an
investigative lens, the piece unpacks the nuances of Butler’s philosophy and its enduring
impact on feminist and queer discourse.

Understanding Judith Butler’s Gender Theory

Judith Butler’s theoretical framework challenges traditional conceptions of gender as a
fixed, biological, or innate characteristic. Instead, Butler posits gender as a fluid,
performative act—something that is continuously created and reinforced through social
behavior and cultural practices. Her seminal work, *Gender Trouble* (1990), introduces the
idea that gender is not an expression of some inner truth but rather a repeated
performance shaped by societal norms.

The phrase “gender is burning” can be interpreted metaphorically as the dismantling or
“burning away” of rigid gender norms and the binary understanding of male and female
identities. This aligns with Butler’s assertion that gender is not a stable identity but a series
of acts that can be subverted or reconfigured. In this sense, “burning” symbolizes both
destruction and renewal, a process through which oppressive gender structures are
deconstructed to make way for more inclusive and diverse expressions.

The Performative Nature of Gender

At the heart of Butler’s theory lies the performativity of gender. According to Butler, gender
is not something one is; it is something one does. This performativity is a set of repetitive
acts, gestures, and behaviors that conform to societal expectations. By performing these
acts, individuals reinforce the notion of gender as binary and natural. However, Butler also
emphasizes the potential to disrupt and challenge these norms through alternative
performances.

“Gender is burning” can thus be seen as a call to ignite this disruption—to “burn” through
the conventional performances of gender and create spaces where non-normative gender
identities can thrive. This concept resonates deeply within queer theory and activism,



where the breaking of binary gender models is a critical theme.

The Cultural Impact of “Gender Is Burning” in
Contemporary Discourse

The cultural implications of Judith Butler's theories extend far beyond academic circles. The
phrase “gender is burning” has been adopted in various contexts to express the urgency
and intensity of gender politics today. From LGBTQ+ rights movements to artistic
expressions in film and literature, this idea reflects ongoing struggles against gender-based
oppression.

In popular culture, for instance, the documentary *Paris is Burning* (1990) captures the
vibrant, defiant performances of drag culture in New York City’s ballroom scene, illustrating
how marginalized communities “burn” through the constraints of traditional gender roles.
Butler’s theories provide a critical lens through which to understand such phenomena,
emphasizing the performative construction of gender and the power of subversion.

Intersectionality and Gender Fluidity

Judith Butler’s work also intersects with the concept of intersectionality, which examines
how various social identities—such as race, class, and sexuality—overlap and impact
experiences of oppression. “Gender is burning” acknowledges not only the fluidity of
gender but also the diverse ways in which different identities experience and resist gender
norms.

Moreover, Butler’s ideas have contributed to the growing recognition of gender fluidity and
non-binary identities in both academic and public discourse. The “burning” of gender
binaries calls attention to the limitations of categorizing people strictly as male or female
and encourages a more inclusive understanding of identity.

Pros and Cons of Butler’s Gender Theory in
Relation to “Gender Is Burning”

Pros: Butler’s framework empowers marginalized groups by validating non-normative
gender expressions and encouraging critical reflection on societal norms. It provides
tools for activists and theorists to challenge oppressive structures and promotes
inclusivity in gender discourse.

Cons: Critics argue that Butler’s dense academic language and abstract concepts can
be inaccessible to wider audiences. Some also contend that emphasizing
performativity risks overlooking the material realities and lived experiences of gender-
based discrimination.



Despite these critiques, Butler’s contributions remain pivotal in advancing the conversation
about gender as a dynamic and contested social construct.

Comparisons with Other Gender Theorists

Judith Butler’s perspective can be contrasted with essentialist theories that view gender as
biologically determined and immutable. Unlike theorists who emphasize the naturalness of
gender differences, Butler argues for the socially constructed nature of gender identities.

Furthermore, Butler’s emphasis on performativity differs from earlier feminist frameworks
that focused primarily on gender roles or inequalities. Her work aligns more closely with
post-structuralist and queer theory traditions, which prioritize fluidity, ambiguity, and
resistance against normativity.

Judith Butler’s Influence on Activism and Policy

The ripple effects of Butler’s theories, encapsulated by the metaphor “gender is burning,”
extend into activism and policy-making. By challenging binary gender frameworks, Butler’s
work has influenced advocacy for transgender rights, non-binary recognition, and inclusive
anti-discrimination laws.

In educational settings, Butler’s ideas have prompted a reevaluation of gender curricula,
encouraging the inclusion of diverse gender identities and expressions. Activists harness
the concept of “burning” traditional gender norms to argue for more expansive definitions
of gender in legal documents and social services.

Challenges in Mainstream Adoption

However, mainstream adoption of Butler’s concepts faces challenges. Societal resistance to
expanding gender categories remains strong in many regions, and legal systems often lag
behind in recognizing non-binary or fluid identities. Additionally, some communities find
Butler’s theories too abstract, which complicates their practical application outside
academic or activist milieus.

Final Reflections on “Judith Butler Gender Is
Burning”

The phrase “judith butler gender is burning” encapsulates a dynamic and transformative
approach to understanding gender. Judith Butler’s scholarship ignites critical debates about
the constructed nature of gender, the power of performance, and the possibilities for
resistance against normative constraints. As gender continues to be a central topic in



contemporary culture and politics, Butler’s insights remain as relevant as ever, encouraging
ongoing dialogue and reimagining of identity.

By viewing gender as a site of constant flux and contestation, the metaphor of “burning”
captures both the destructive and creative energies at play in gender politics today. Judith
Butler’s work challenges us to rethink entrenched categories and embrace a more inclusive
and fluid vision of human identity.

Judith Butler Gender Is Burning

  judith butler gender is burning: Beyond Personhood Talia Mae Bettcher, 2025-03-18 A bold
intervention in the philosophical concepts of gender, sex, and self Beyond Personhood provides an
entirely new philosophical approach to trans experience, trans oppression, gender dysphoria, and
the relationship between gender and identity. Until now, trans experience has overwhelmingly been
understood in terms of two reductive frameworks: trans people are either “trapped in the wrong
body” or they are oppressed by the gender binary. Both accounts misgender large trans
constituencies while distorting their experience, and neither can explain the presentation of trans
people as make-believers and deceivers or the serious consequences thereof. In Beyond Personhood,
Talia Mae Bettcher demonstrates how taking this phenomenon seriously affords a new perspective
on trans oppression and trans dysphoria—one involving liminal states of “make-believe” that bear
positive possibilities for self-recognition and resistance. Undergirding this account is Bettcher’s
groundbreaking theory of interpersonal spatiality—a theory of intimacy and distance that requires
rejection of the philosophical concepts of person, self, and subject. She argues that only
interpersonal spatiality theory can successfully explain trans oppression and gender dysphoria, thus
creating new possibilities for thinking about connection and relatedness. An essential contribution to
the burgeoning field of trans philosophy, Beyond Personhood offers an intersectional trans feminism
that illuminates transphobic, sexist, heterosexist, and racist oppressions, situating trans oppression
and resistance within a much larger decolonial struggle. By refusing to separate theory from its
application, Bettcher shows how a philosophy of depth can emerge from the everyday experiences of
trans people, pointing the way to a reinvigoration of philosophy.
  judith butler gender is burning: Film Theory Philip Simpson, Andrew Utterson, Karen J.
Shepherdson, 2004 This major new collection identifies the critical and theoretical concepts which
have been most significant in the study of film and presents a historical and intellectual context for
the material examined.
  judith butler gender is burning: The Queer Turn in Feminism Anne Emmanuelle Berger,
2013-12-02 More than any other area of late-twentieth-century thinking, gender theory and its
avatars have been to a large extent a Franco-American invention. In this book, a leading
Franco-American scholar traces differences and intersections in the development of gender and
queer theories on both sides of the Atlantic. Looking at these theories through lenses that are both
“American” and “French,” thus simultaneously retrospective and anticipatory, she tries to account
for their alleged exhaustion and currency on the two sides of the Atlantic. The book is divided into
four parts. In the first, the author examines two specifically “American” features of gender theories
since their earliest formulations: on the one hand, an emphasis on the theatricality of gender (from
John Money’s early characterization of gender as “role playing” to Judith Butler’s appropriation of
Esther Newton’s work on drag queens); on the other, the early adoption of a “queer” perspective on
gender issues. In the second part, the author reflects on a shift in the rhetoric concerning sexual
minorities and politics that is prevalent today. Noting a shift from efforts by oppressed or
marginalized segments of the population to make themselves “heard” to an emphasis on rendering

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/judith-butler-gender-is-burning.pdf


themselves “visible,” she demonstrates the formative role of the American civil rights movement in
this new drive to visibility. The third part deals with the travels back and forth across the Atlantic of
“sexual difference,” ever since its elevation to the status of quasi-concept by psychoanalysis. Tracing
the “queering” of sexual difference, the author reflects on both the modalities and the effects of this
development. The last section addresses the vexing relationship between Western feminism and
capitalism. Without trying either to commend or to decry this relationship, the author shows its
long-lasting political and cultural effects on current feminist and postfeminist struggles and
discourses. To that end, she focuses on one of the intense debates within feminist and postfeminist
circles, the controversy over prostitution.
  judith butler gender is burning: The Postcolonial Body in Queer Space and Time Rebecca
Fine Romanow, 2009-03-26 The Postcolonial Body in Queer Space and Time examines the ways in
which the notion of the postcolonial correlates to Judith Halberstam’s idea of queer space and time,
the non-normative path of Western lifestyles and hegemonies. Emphasizing authors from Africa and
Southeast Asia in the diaspora in London from the mid-1960s through 1990, the reading of both
postcolonial lands and subjects as “queer counterproductive” space reveals a depiction of bodies in
these texts as located in and performing queer space and time, redefining and relocating the
understanding of the postcolonial. The first wave of postcolonial literature produced by diasporics
presents the body as the site where the non-normative is performed, revealing the beginnings of a
corporeal resistance to the re-colonization of the diasporic individual residing in England from the
Wilson through the Thatcher regimes. This study emphasizes the ways in which early postcolonial
literature embodies and encounters the topics of race, gender and sexuality, proving that a rejection
of subjectifying processes through the representation of the body has always been present in
diasporic postcolonial literature. Reading through postcolonial theory as well as the works of
Foucault, Deleuze and Guattari, Hardt and Negri, Homi Bhabha, and Giorgio Agamben, as well as
Halberstam and queer theory, The Postcolonial Body in Queer Space and Time discusses the poetry
and journals of Arthur Nortje, Hanif Kureishi’s The Buddha of Suburbia and his film Sammy and
Rosie Get Laid, and Tayeb Salih’s Season of Migration to the North, tracing a geographic arc from
homeland to London to the return to the homeland, traveling through the queer space and time of
the postcolonial.
  judith butler gender is burning: The Transgender Studies Reader Susan Stryker, Stephen
Whittle, 2006 First Published in 2006. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
  judith butler gender is burning: Deviant Eyes, Deviant Bodies Chris Straayer, 1996 On
homosexuality in cinema.
  judith butler gender is burning: Heidegger, Dasein, and Gender Patricia Glazebrook,
Susanne Claxton, 2024-10-15 Heidegger, Dasein, and Gender takes Heidegger to task on gender by
assessing his views on women as thinkers and exploring what his work offers to contemporary
LGBTQ+ and women’s studies. Scholars come together whose Heidegger research engages
bioethics, pregnancy, motherhood and maternal Dasein; whether Dasein can be gender neutral or
non-binary, and what it means when ‘neutrality’ and gender are defined by patriarchy rather than
the spectrum of lived genders; the question of human capacity for transcendence in the immanence
of flesh; and the possibility of re-imaging Dasein as gendered, i.e., born into embodiment and bound
to memory, and the capacity to create new futures by transitioning the present as it slips into
history. Authors ask who and what, including animals, can be Dasein and bring Heidegger to issues
of sexual abuse and violence, men’s experience when thrust into women’s daily (and not so daily)
routine, and the intersection of queerness and death. The book aims not to provide final answers,
but to open possibilities for further thinking with, on, against, through and because of Heidegger.
  judith butler gender is burning: Feminist Film Theory Sue Thornham, 1999-04 For the past
twenty-five years, cinema has been a vital terrain on which feminist debates about culture,
representation, and identity have been fought. This anthology charts the history of those debates,
bringing together the key, classic essays in feminist film theory. Feminist Film Theory maps the



impact of major theoretical developments on this growing field-from structuralism and
psychoanalysis in the 1970s, to post-colonial theory, queer theory, and postmodernism in the 1990s.
Covering a wide range of topics, including oppressive images, woman as fetishized object of desire,
female spectatorship, and the cinematic pleasures of black women and lesbian women, Feminist
Film Theory is an indispensable reference for scholars and students in the field. Contributors include
Judith Butler, Carol J. Clover, Barbara Creed, Michelle Citron, Mary Ann Doane, Teresa De Lauretis,
Jane Gaines, Christine Gledhill, Molly Haskell, bell hooks, Claire Johnston, Annette Kuhn, Julia
Lesage, Judith Mayne, Tania Modleski, Laura Mulvey, B. Ruby Rich, Kaja Silverman, Sharon Smith,
Jackie Stacey, Janet Staiger, Anna Marie Taylor, Valerie Walkerdine, and Linda Williams.
  judith butler gender is burning: Bisexual Spaces Clare Hemmings, 2013-11-12 A largely
unexplored area, this is an innovative and original examination of bisexual spaces as places that are
defined by both geographical boundaries and cultural significance. Hemmings applies the ideas of
queer theory as well as social and cultural geography in her fascinating investigation into the spaces
and places of bisexual life. Specifically focusing on Northhampton, MA and San Francisco, she draws
on interviews with community members and the town histories showing how and why they have
developed into safe places for the gay, lesbian, and bisexual communities. By mapping out a space of
bisexuality, Bisexual Spaces provides a new and provocative understanding of the concept.
  judith butler gender is burning: The Melancholy of Race Anne Anlin Cheng, 2001 Cheng
proposes that racial identification is itself already a melancholic act--a social category that is
imaginatively supported through a dynamic of loss and compensation, by which the racial other is at
once rejected and retained. Using psychoanalytic theories on mourning and melancholia as inroads
into her subject, Cheng offers a closely observed and carefully reasoned account of the minority
experience as expressed in works of art by, and about, Asian-Americans and African-Americans. She
argues that the racial minority and dominant American culture both suffer from racial melancholia
and that this insight is crucial to a productive reimagining of progressive politics.
  judith butler gender is burning: Liturgy with a Difference Stephen Burns, Bryan Cones,
2019-05-30 Christian churches in recent decades have taken some steps in their practices of liturgy
and worship toward acknowledging the graced dignity of human variety. But who is still excluded?
What pernicious norms still govern below the surface, and how might they be revealed? How do
texts, gestures, and space abet and enforce such norms? How might Christian assemblies gather
multiple expressions of human difference to propose through Christian liturgy patterns of graced
interaction in the world around them? Liturgy with a Difference gathers a broad range of
international theologians and scholars to interrogate current practices of liturgy and worship in
order to unmask ways in which dehumanizing majoritarianisms and presumed norms of gender,
culture, ethnicity, and body, among others, remain at work in congregations. Together, the chapters
in this collection call for a liturgical practice that recognizes and rehearses the vivid richness of
God’s image found in the human community and glimpsed, if only for a moment, in liturgical
celebration. They point a way beyond mere inclusion toward a generous embrace of the many
differences that make up the Christian community. With contributions from Rachel Mann, Teresa
Berger, Susannah Cornwall, Miguel A. DeLa Torre, Edward Foley, W. Scott Haldeman, Michael
Jagessar, Bruce T. Morrill, Kristine Suna-Koro and Frank Senn. Foreword by Ann Loades.
  judith butler gender is burning: Dysphoria Mundi Paul B. Preciado, 2025-04-15 A
revolutionary book tracing the collapse of the paradigms that have organized the world for centuries
In Dysphoria Mundi, Paul B. Preciado, best known for his 2013 cult classic Testo Junkie, has written
a mutant text assembled from essays, philosophy, poetry, and autofiction that captures a moment of
profound change and possibility. Rooted in the isolation of the COVID-19 pandemic, and taking
account of the societal convulsions that have ensued, Preciado tries to make sense of our times from
within the swirl of a revolutionary present moment. The central thesis of this monumental work is
that dysphoria, to be understood properly, should not be seen as a mental illness but rather as the
condition that defines our times. Dysphoria is an abyss that separates a patriarchal, colonial, and
capitalist order hurtling toward its end from a new way of being that, until now, has been seen as



unproductive and abnormal but is in fact the way out of our current predicament. With echoes of
visionaries such as William S. Burroughs and Kathy Acker, Preciado’s theoretical writing is propelled
by lyric power while providing us with a critical toolbox full of new concepts that can guide our
thinking and our actions: transition, cognitive emancipation, denormalization, disidentification,
“electronic heroin,” digital coups, necro-kitsch. Dysphoria Mundi is Preciado’s most accessible and
significant work to date, in which he makes sense of a world in ruins around us and maps a joyous,
radical way forward.
  judith butler gender is burning: Queering the Middle Ages Glenn Burger, Steven F.
Kruger, 2001 The essays in this volume present new work that, in one way or another, queers
stabilized conceptions of the Middle Ages, allowing us to see the period and its systems of sexuality
in radically different, off-center, and revealing ways. While not denying the force of gender and
sexual norms, the authors consider how historical work has written out or over what might have
been non-normative in medieval sex and culture, and they work to restore a sense of such
instabilities. At the same time, they ask how this pursuit might allow us not only to re-envision
medieval studies but also to rethink how we study culture from our current set of vantage points
within postmodernity. The authors focus on particular medieval moments: Christine de Pizan's
representation of female sexuality; chastity in the Grail romances; the illustration of the sodomite in
manuscript commentaries on Dante's Commedia; the complex ways that sexuality inflected English
national politics at the time of Edward II's deposition; the construction of the sodomitic Moor by
Reconquista Spain. Throughout, their work seeks to disturb a logic that sees the past as significant
only insofar as it may make sense for and of a stabilized present.
  judith butler gender is burning: Body Impossible Ariel Osterweis, 2024 Body Impossible
theorizes the concept of virtuosity in contemporary dance and performance through a study of the
career of dancer Desmond Richardson. Focusing on Richardson's creative insistence on
improvisatory fun and excellence throughout the decades approaching the millennium (shaped by
Reaganism, the Culture Wars, the AIDS epidemic, the New Jim Crow, and MTV), this book brings
dance into conversation with paradigms of blackness, queerness, masculinity, and class in order to
generate a socio-culturally attentive understanding of virtuosity.
  judith butler gender is burning: Masculinities in Austrian Contemporary Literature Matthias
Eck, 2020-03-04 Masculinities in Austrian Contemporary Literature: Strategic Evasion shows the
important contribution that literature can make to the understanding of masculinities, by offering
insights into the mental structures of hegemonic masculinity. It argues that while there is evidence
of frustrating hegemonic masculinities, contemporary Austrian literature offers few positive images
of alternative masculinity. The texts simultaneously criticize and present fantasies of hegemonic
masculinity and as such provide a space for ambiguity and evasion. While providing readers with an
in-depth study of the works of the authors Daniel Kehlmann, Doron Rabinovici and Arno Geiger,
Matthias Eck elaborates the concept of strategic evasion. In order to bridge the gap between the
ideal of masculinity and reality the male characters adopt two strategies of evasion: evasion to hide
a softer and gentler side, and evasion into a world of fantasy where they pretend to live up to the
ideal of hegemonic masculinity.
  judith butler gender is burning: Theory in Contemporary Art since 1985 Zoya Kocur, Simon
Leung, 2012-09-11 Updated and reorganized to offer the best collection of state-of-the-art readings
on the role of critical theory in contemporary art, this second edition of Theory in Contemporary Art
since 1985 brings together scholarly essays, artists’ statements, and art reproductions to capture
the vibrancy and dissonance that define today’s art scene. Incorporates new and updated topics that
have become central to art theory and practice over the past decade New and updated chapters
cover such topics as: international biennials, historicizing of the term “contemporary art”,
aesthetics, art and politics, feminism and pornography, ecology and art, the Middle East and conflict
studies, Eastern European art and politics, gender and war, and technology Features a thematic
reconfiguration of sections and new introductions to make readings user–friendly Extensively
illustrated throughout with an expanded color-plate section New contributions to this edition include



those by Alexander Alberro, Claire Bishop, T.J. Demos, Anthony Downey, Liam Gillick, Marina
Gr?iniæ, Mary Kelly, Chantal Mouffe, Beatriz Preciado, Jacques Ranciere, Blake Stimson, and
Chin-Tao Wu.
  judith butler gender is burning: In Between Subjects Amelia Jones, 2020-11-09 This volume is
a study of the connected ideas of queer and gender performance or performativity over the past
several decades, providing an ambitious history and crucial examination of these concepts while
questioning their very bases. Addressing cultural forms from 1960s–70s sociology, performance art,
and drag queen balls to more recent queer voguing performances by Pasifika and Māori people from
New Zealand and pop culture television shows such as RuPaul’s Drag Race, the book traces how and
why queer and performativity seem to belong together in so many discussions around identity,
popular modes of gender display, and performance art. Drawing on art history and performance
studies but also on feminist, queer, and sexuality studies, and postcolonial, indigenous, and critical
race theoretical frameworks, it seeks to denaturalize these assumptions by questioning the
US-centrism and white-dominance of discourses around queer performance or performativity. The
book’s narrative is deliberately recursive, itself articulated in order performatively to demonstrate
the specific valence and social context of each concept as it emerged, but also the overlap and
interrelation among the terms as they have come to co-constitute one another in popular culture and
in performance and visual arts theory, history, and practice. Written from a hybrid art historical and
performance studies point of view, this will be essential reading for all those interested in art,
performance, and gender, as well as in queer and feminist theory.
  judith butler gender is burning: No Tea, No Shade E. Patrick Johnson, 2016-10-13 The
follow-up to the groundbreaking Black Queer Studies, the edited collection No Tea, No Shade brings
together nineteen essays from the next generation of scholars, activists, and community leaders
doing work on black gender and sexuality. Building on the foundations laid by the earlier volume,
this collection's contributors speak new truths about the black queer experience while exemplifying
the codification of black queer studies as a rigorous and important field of study. Topics include raw
sex, pornography, the carceral state, gentrification, gender nonconformity, social media, the
relationship between black feminist studies and black trans studies, the black queer experience
throughout the black diaspora, and queer music, film, dance, and theater. The contributors both
disprove naysayers who believed black queer studies to be a passing trend and respond to critiques
of the field's early U.S. bias. Deferring to the past while pointing to the future, No Tea, No Shade
pushes black queer studies in new and exciting directions. Contributors. Jafari S. Allen, Marlon M.
Bailey, Zachary Shane Kalish Blair, La Marr Jurelle Bruce, Cathy J. Cohen, Jennifer DeClue, Treva
Ellison, Lyndon K. Gill, Kai M. Green, Alexis Pauline Gumbs, Kwame Holmes, E. Patrick Johnson,
Shaka McGlotten, Amber Jamilla Musser, Alison Reed, Ramón H. Rivera-Servera, Tanya Saunders, C.
Riley Snorton, Kaila Story, Omise'eke Natasha Tinsley, Julia Roxanne Wallace, Kortney Ziegler
  judith butler gender is burning: Five Irish women Emer Nolan, 2019-09-16 Five Irish
Women is comprised of five interlinked portraits of exceptional Irish women from various fields –
literature, journalism, music, politics – who have achieved outstanding reputations since the 1960s:
Edna O’Brien, Sinéad O’Connor, Nuala O’Faolain, Bernadette McAliskey and Anne Enright. Several
of these could claim to be among the best-known Irish people of their day. The book looks at their
achievements -- works of art in some cases, but also life-writing, interviews and speeches – and at
their reception in Ireland and elsewhere, shedding light on some of their shared preoccupations,
including equality, sexuality and nationalism. The main focus is on the ways in which these
distinguished women make sense of their formative experiences as Irish people and how they in turn
have been understood as representative figures in modern Ireland.
  judith butler gender is burning: Religion and Popular Culture in America Bruce David
Forbes, Jeffrey H. Mahan, 2005-11-17 The connection between American popular culture and
religion is the subject of this multifaceted and innovative collection. In fourteen lively essays whose
topics range from the divine feminine in The Da Vinci Code to Madonna's Like a Prayer, and from
the world of sports to the ways in which cyberculture has influenced traditional religions, this book



offers fascinating insights into what popular culture reveals about the nature of American religion
today. Revised throughout, this new edition features three new essays—including a fascinating look
at the role of women in apocalyptic fiction such as the Left Behind series—and editor Bruce David
Forbes has written a new introduction. In addition to the new textual material, each chapter
concludes with a set of suggested discussion questions.
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