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Jason Statham Lock Stock and Two Smoking Barrels: The Breakout Role That Changed Everything

jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels is a phrase that instantly takes fans back to
the gritty streets of London in the late 1990s, where a stylish crime caper unfolded with razor-sharp
wit, memorable characters, and an unmistakable British flair. This film not only marked a pivotal
moment in Jason Statham’s career but also became a cult classic that continues to influence crime
comedies and gangster films worldwide. If you’re curious about how Statham’s early work in *Lock,
Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* helped launch him into stardom and why this movie remains so
beloved, you’re in the right place.

The Genesis of a Cult Classic: Lock Stock and Two
Smoking Barrels

Before Jason Statham became known as the quintessential tough guy in Hollywood action movies like
*The Transporter* and *Crank*, he was a relatively unknown actor starring in Guy Ritchie’s debut
feature film *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* (1998). This film was a game changer—not just
for Statham but for British cinema as a whole.

Set in London’s East End, the movie tells the story of four friends who find themselves deep in debt
after a rigged card game. What follows is a chaotic and comedic series of events involving gangsters,
stolen antique guns, and a whole lot of misadventures. Statham played Bacon, one of the friends
caught in this whirlwind, delivering a performance filled with charisma and street-smart bravado that
instantly caught the audience’s attention.

Jason Statham’s Role as Bacon

Bacon, the character played by Jason Statham, is witty, sharp, and a bit rough around the
edges—traits that would become trademarks of Statham’s later roles. His portrayal was believable
and effortlessly cool, blending humor with toughness. This role proved that Statham was more than
just an action star in the making; he was a natural actor with a unique screen presence.

Why Jason Statham Lock Stock and Two Smoking
Barrels Is Still Relevant

More than two decades after its release, *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* remains a beloved
film, and Jason Statham’s involvement is a significant part of that legacy. Here’s why the movie, and
Statham’s role in it, continue to resonate with audiences today.



An Authentic Representation of British Crime Comedy

The film’s script, direction, and performances combine to create a perfect storm of dark humor,
suspense, and cultural authenticity. The dialogue is packed with British slang and streetwise banter,
which gives the film a genuine feel. Jason Statham’s natural accent and mannerisms added to this
authenticity, helping audiences connect with the story on a deeper level.

The Launchpad for Jason Statham’s Career

For anyone tracking Jason Statham’s career trajectory, *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* is the
undeniable starting point. The film showcased his ability to handle complex characters and action
sequences with ease, setting the stage for future roles that would cement his place in Hollywood. His
success story is often cited as an inspiration for actors breaking into the industry without traditional
training, as Statham himself came from a non-acting background, including a career as a professional
diver and model.

The Impact of Guy Ritchie’s Direction and Style

Jason Statham’s breakout role wouldn’t have been the same without Guy Ritchie’s distinctive
directorial style. Ritchie’s knack for fast-paced storytelling, interwoven narratives, and quirky
characters gave *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* its unique edge.

The Signature Visual and Narrative Style

The movie’s quick cuts, witty voiceovers, and nonlinear storytelling were relatively fresh at the time,
influencing countless filmmakers afterward. This style not only built tension but also added a layer of
entertainment and engagement that made the film a cult favorite. Statham’s ability to adapt to this
style contributed to his standout performance.

The Collaborative Chemistry

Guy Ritchie and Jason Statham developed a creative synergy during this film, which later led to
collaborations in other hits like *Snatch* and *Revolver*. This dynamic helped Statham refine his craft
and allowed Ritchie to craft memorable characters who walked the line between danger and charm.

LSI Keywords and Related Topics Explored

When discussing *jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels*, it’s natural to touch upon
related terms that fans and film enthusiasts often search for:



British gangster movies

Guy Ritchie films

Jason Statham early movies

Lock Stock soundtrack

1990s crime comedies

British slang in movies

Bacon character analysis

Iconic UK crime films

These topics provide a broader context for understanding the cultural and cinematic significance of
the film, as well as Jason Statham’s role within it.

The Soundtrack and Atmosphere: Music That Defines
the Era

One of the standout elements of *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* is its soundtrack, which
perfectly complements the film’s tone. The music blends rock, electronic, and trip-hop influences,
capturing the rebellious and edgy vibe of late 90s London. This soundtrack helped set the mood and
became iconic in its own right, further elevating the film’s status.

How the Soundtrack Enhances Jason Statham’s Scenes

In many scenes involving Statham’s character, the music intensifies the action or underlines the
humor, creating a memorable viewing experience. The synergy between the soundtrack and the
narrative is a key reason the film feels so immersive and engaging.

Tips for New Viewers: How to Appreciate Jason
Statham Lock Stock and Two Smoking Barrels

If you’re new to *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels*, here are some tips to get the most out of
your viewing:

Pay attention to the dialogue. The witty banter is a highlight and full of clever British slang1.
that enriches the characters.



Watch for interconnected storylines. The plot threads weave together in surprising ways,2.
rewarding careful observation.

Notice the character development. Even in a fast-paced crime comedy, the characters,3.
including Bacon, have depth and motivation.

Appreciate the setting. The East End London backdrop adds authenticity and charm.4.

These insights will help you appreciate why the film remains a standout piece in Jason Statham’s
filmography and British cinema.

The Lasting Legacy of Jason Statham Lock Stock and
Two Smoking Barrels

Looking back, *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* wasn’t just a film; it was a cultural moment. It
introduced audiences to a fresh style of storytelling, memorable characters, and an actor who would
go on to define a genre. Jason Statham’s role as Bacon was the first step in a remarkable career filled
with action-packed blockbusters and fan-favorite roles.

This film holds a special place not only for Statham fans but also for cinephiles who appreciate the
blend of humor, crime, and British grit. Its continuing popularity on streaming platforms and frequent
references in pop culture prove that *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* remains as relevant and
entertaining as ever—showcasing the early brilliance of Jason Statham and the visionary direction of
Guy Ritchie.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Jason Statham play in 'Lock, Stock and Two
Smoking Barrels'?
Jason Statham played the role of Bacon, one of the four main friends involved in the risky card game
and ensuing chaos in 'Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels.'

How did 'Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels' contribute to
Jason Statham's acting career?
The film was Jason Statham's breakout role, showcasing his talent and leading to more prominent
roles in action movies, establishing him as a notable action star.

Who directed 'Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels' starring



Jason Statham?
Guy Ritchie directed 'Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels,' marking his feature film debut and
launching both his and Jason Statham's careers.

What is the main plot of 'Lock, Stock and Two Smoking
Barrels' involving Jason Statham's character?
The plot revolves around four friends, including Jason Statham's character Bacon, who lose a high-
stakes card game and must come up with money to pay off a debt, leading to a series of comedic and
criminal misadventures.

How was Jason Statham's performance received in 'Lock,
Stock and Two Smoking Barrels'?
Jason Statham's performance was widely praised for its charisma and authenticity, helping him gain
recognition and a strong fan base early in his career.

What genre does 'Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels'
belong to and how does Jason Statham fit into it?
'Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels' is a British crime comedy film, and Jason Statham's portrayal of
Bacon fits perfectly into the gritty yet humorous tone of the movie.

Additional Resources
Jason Statham Lock Stock and Two Smoking Barrels: A Deep Dive into a Cult Classic

jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels is a phrase that instantly evokes the gritty,
fast-paced energy of Guy Ritchie’s 1998 breakout film, *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels*. This
British crime comedy-drama not only launched Statham’s career but also redefined the style and tone
of late 1990s British cinema. The film’s unique blend of sharp dialogue, interwoven narratives, and
dark humor has cemented it as a cult classic, with Jason Statham’s portrayal of Bacon standing out as
one of the essential elements that contributed to the movie’s enduring appeal.

The Genesis of a Star: Jason Statham’s Breakthrough Role

Before *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels*, Jason Statham was relatively unknown in the acting
world, having made a name for himself as a model and competitive diver. The film marked his first
significant acting role, presenting him as a charismatic and street-smart character embroiled in
London’s underground crime scene. Statham’s performance as Bacon—a cocky, quick-witted
hustler—captured audiences with his natural charisma and sharp delivery. This role laid the
foundation for Statham’s trademark screen persona: tough, resourceful, and often morally
ambiguous.

The film itself was directed by Guy Ritchie, who crafted a narrative filled with intertwined storylines,



brash characters, and a distinct London flavor. Statham’s authentic portrayal of a working-class
Londoner helped ground the film in reality despite its stylized dialogue and exaggerated scenarios.

Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels: Plot and Style

At its core, *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* is a tale of friendship, debt, and survival. The story
follows four friends who become entangled in a high-stakes card game that goes disastrously wrong.
To repay a hefty debt to a ruthless crime lord, they devise a plan involving stolen antique
shotguns—“the two smoking barrels” of the title—leading to a cascade of violent and comedic events.

The film’s narrative structure is notable for its intricate plotting and rapid pacing. Guy Ritchie employs
quick cuts, stylized camera work, and a pulsating soundtrack to build tension and maintain
momentum. The dialogue is peppered with Cockney slang and witty banter, giving the film an
unmistakable voice that resonates with authenticity and humor.

Jason Statham’s Role and Impact

Jason Statham’s character, Bacon, is integral to the film’s dynamic. He is not the central protagonist
but serves as a vital catalyst in the unfolding chaos. Bacon’s street smarts and bravado highlight
Statham’s ability to bring layered toughness to his roles. His chemistry with co-stars such as Vinnie
Jones and Dexter Fletcher adds depth to the ensemble, creating a believable camaraderie among the
group.

Statham’s performance in *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* showcased his potential as an
action star, leading to subsequent roles in films like *Snatch* (also directed by Guy Ritchie), *The
Transporter* series, and *Crank*. His rise from this breakout role exemplifies how *Lock, Stock*
served as a launching pad for British actors transitioning into Hollywood.

Cinematic Techniques and Cultural Significance

Guy Ritchie’s directorial style in *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* introduced a fresh energy to
British cinema, blending elements of crime, comedy, and thriller genres. The film’s editing style,
characterized by rapid-fire cuts and freeze frames, became a hallmark of Ritchie’s early work. This
approach influenced subsequent British and international filmmakers, contributing to a broader
revival of British gangster films.

The use of London’s East End as the backdrop adds a gritty authenticity, while the
soundtrack—featuring a mix of rock, ska, and electronic music—complements the film’s urban vibe.
This combination of visual and auditory elements creates an immersive experience that has helped
the film maintain its popularity over two decades.

Comparing Jason Statham’s Performance with Other Cast



Members

While Jason Statham’s Bacon is memorable, the ensemble cast’s performances collectively elevate
the film. Vinnie Jones as Big Chris delivers a menacing yet humorous portrayal of a debt collector,
while Nick Moran’s Eddie serves as the reluctant leader whose desperation drives the plot. Dexter
Fletcher’s Soap and Jason Flemyng’s Tom round out the group, each bringing unique traits to the
story.

Statham’s strength lies in his understated yet compelling presence. Unlike some cast members who
display overt aggression or comedic flair, Statham’s Bacon is more grounded, providing a balance to
the film’s chaotic energy. This nuanced performance helped establish Statham’s reputation as an
actor capable of combining toughness with subtlety.

Legacy and Influence on Jason Statham’s Career

The success of *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* had a profound influence on Jason Statham’s
career trajectory. The film’s cult status ensured that Statham remained a sought-after talent,
particularly for roles requiring physicality and a streetwise edge. His collaborations with Guy Ritchie
continued, most notably in *Snatch* (2000), further solidifying his association with British gangster
cinema.

Statham’s later work expanded beyond the crime genre, moving into action and thriller films that
capitalized on his athleticism and screen presence. Movies like *The Transporter* trilogy and *The
Mechanic* series built upon the foundation laid by his debut, turning him into a global action star.

Pros and Cons of Jason Statham’s Early Acting Style in Lock,
Stock

Pros: Natural charisma and authentic portrayal of a London street hustler; strong chemistry
with ensemble cast; laid groundwork for future action roles.

Cons: Limited range shown due to the role’s focus on toughness and bravado; early-career
inexperience occasionally visible in delivery; secondary character status meant less screen time
compared to leads.

The Film’s Enduring Appeal in Contemporary Cinema

More than two decades after its release, *Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels* remains relevant to
audiences and film scholars alike. Its influence can be seen in the resurgence of stylized crime
comedies and the continued popularity of British gangster narratives. For Jason Statham enthusiasts
and cinephiles, the film offers an essential glimpse into the formative years of a major star.



The movie’s blend of humor, tension, and cultural specificity allows it to transcend its genre,
appealing not only to crime film fans but also to those who appreciate sharp writing and inventive
storytelling. Jason Statham’s involvement adds an additional layer of interest as viewers trace the
evolution of his screen persona from this early performance.

Final Thoughts

Exploring the phrase *jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels* is not just an exercise in
nostalgia but an opportunity to understand how a single film can shape careers and cinematic trends.
The synergy between Guy Ritchie’s direction and Statham’s breakout role created a perfect storm
that propelled both to international recognition. This film continues to be a touchstone for British
cinema, highlighting how talent, style, and storytelling converge to create a lasting impact.

Jason Statham Lock Stock And Two Smoking Barrels

  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Jason Statham Len Brown, 2011-02-17
Hollywood's favourite action hero After an exhilirating ten years, Jason Statham has finally
confirmed his place in the Hollywood elite. And starring alongside his childhood heroes Stallone,
Schwarznegger, Willis and Jet Li, it is hard to imagine him anywhere else. Born in south London,
Jason Statham has always been an action-man. As a boy, Jason chose not to follow in the footsteps of
his parents and instead cultivated his thirst for adrenaline in athletics and diving - a skill that took
him to the World Championships in 1992. But it was on the athlectics track that he was first
discovered by a modelling scout for Tommy Hilfiger and French Connection, which eventually led
Jason to the then fledgling director Guy Ritchie. A string of Hollywood blockbusters - Lock Stock,
Revolver, Snatch - followed. But perhaps his best known role came in 2002 when Jason was cast as
Frank Martin in The Transporter. Statham's background in martial arts defies the norm of the
action-hero as he performs his own scenes and stunts in some of Hollywood's most death-defying
action scenes. A huge box office hit, The Transporter spawned two sequels and has earned the
reputation of a cult classic. Len Brown's biography is an insightful, comprehensive and gripping
account of Britain's all-action hero.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Have a Butcher's Stephen Marcus,
2017-11-20 When Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels was released in 1998, few would have
prophesied quite the impact this low-budget crime comedy would have. Almost overnight it became
a cultural phenomenon, launched the careers of Guy Ritchie, Matthew Vaughn and Jason Statham,
amongst others, and spawned a television series and numerous British gangster film rip-offs in the
process. But box office gold didn't come without huge upheaval, and the making of the film was
often fraught. In Have a Butcher's, actor Stephen Marcus (Nick The Greek in the film) recounts the
on-set dramas, the behind-the-scenes banter, his initial meeting with Guy Ritchie, the subsequent
trips to Hollywood as the boys basked in success and critical acclaim, and the numerous financial
problems that were only solved when Sting and Trudie Styler came on board. Drawing upon
interviews with his co-stars, never-before-seen photos and original storyboards, Stephen tells the
story of a film that has become a firm cult favourite.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Jason Statham A Short Unauthorized
Biography Fame Life Bios, 2022-02-18 Jason Statham: A Short Unauthorized Biography is a short
unauthorized biography produced from electronic resources researched that includes significant
events and career milestones. Ideal for fans of Jason Statham and general readers looking for a

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/jason-statham-lock-stock-and-two-smoking-barrels.pdf


quick insight about one of today's most intriguing celebrities. This must-read short unauthorized
biography chronicles: Who is Jason Statham Things People Have Said about Jason StathamJason
Statham is BornGrowing Up with Jason StathamJason Statham Personal RelationshipsThe Rise of
Jason StathamSignificant Career MilestonesJason Statham Friends and FoesFun Facts About Jason
StathamHow The World Sees Jason Statham Jason Statham A Short Unauthorized Biography is one
of the latest short unauthorized biographies from Fame Life Bios. Check it out now!
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Movies of the 90s Jürgen Müller, 2001
This book's 140 A-Z entries include synopses, film stills, and production photos.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Black Belt , 2003-02 The oldest and
most respected martial arts title in the industry, this popular monthly magazine addresses the needs
of martial artists of all levels by providing them with information about every style of self-defense in
the world - including techniques and strategies. In addition, Black Belt produces and markets over
75 martial arts-oriented books and videos including many about the works of Bruce Lee, the
best-known marital arts figure in the world.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: 1000 Facts about Actors Vol. 3 James
Egan, 2016-09-19 Arnold Schwarzenegger's father fought with the Nazis. Danny DeVito was the first
choice to play the title character in the 1993 film, Super Mario Bros. Although Fred Astaire is most
well-known for his tap-dancing, a lot of people don't know that the sound of his tap-dancing was
dubbed in. Carrie Fisher was paid to fix plot holes in dozens of movies. Charlie Sheen debuted in a
film with George Clooney that has never been released. Haley Joel Osment was nearly cast in the
title role in the Harry Potter series when the films were going to be directed by Steven Spielberg.
Michael J. Fox's middle name is... Andrew. Both of Jack Black's parents are rocket scientists.
Matthew Broderick was involved in a car crash that killed somebody.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: 3000 Facts about Actors James Egan,
2016-06-12 Benedict Cumberbatch was kidnapped while in South Africa. He convinced the
kidnappers to let him go by pretending to be brain-damaged. Brad Pitt has a condition that prevents
him from recognising faces. Michael Fassbender's character in Prometheus is based on David Bowie.
Tom Cruise's real name is Thomas Mapother IV. Tom Hardy comes up with characters by watching
reality tv shows. Morgan Freeman is a private pilot. During interviews with Robert De Niro,
journalists are forbidden to talk to about wine. Until Jack Nicholson was 37, he thought his mother
was his sister and his grandmother was his mother. Alan Rickman was 42 when he starred in his
first movie. Robin Williams was voted the Least Likely to Succeed while he was in high school.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Crank it up Steven Gerrard, Robert
Shail, 2019-09-23 Jason Statham has risen from street seller through championship diving and
modelling to become arguably the biggest British male film star of the twenty-first century. This is
the first book to offer a critical analysis of his work across a variety of media, including film,
television, video games and music videos. Each chapter focuses on a particular aspect of Statham’s
career, from his distinctive screen presence to his style, branding and celebrity. Accessibly written,
and featuring a contribution from Hollywood director Paul Feig, who worked with Statham on the
2015 action-comedy Spy, the collection will appeal to a wide audience of scholars, students and fans.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Stanley Kubrick Gary D. Rhodes,
2015-09-03 Seventeen essays examine the career and films of director Stanley Kubrick from a
variety of perspectives. Part I focuses on his early career, including his first newsreels, his
photography for Look magazine, and his earliest films (Fear and Desire, Killer's Kiss). Part II
examines his major or most popular films (Paths of Glory, The Shining, 2001: A Space Odyssey). Part
III provides a thorough case study of Eyes Wide Shut, with four very different essays focusing on the
film's use of sound, its representation of gender, its carnivalesque qualities, and its
phenomenological nature. Finally, Part IV discusses Kubrick's ongoing legacy and his impact on
contemporary filmmakers. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an
examination copy here.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: 100 Best Video Games (That Never



Existed) Nate Crowley, 2017-09-07 THE WORLD’S FIRST POST-TRUTH GAMING BOOK After
rashly tweeting he would dream up an imaginary computer game for every ‘like’ received, Nate
Crowley found himself on an epic quest to conjure up hundreds of entirely fictional titles. From
1980s hits like BeastEnders to modern classics like 90s Goth Soccer and BinCrab Destiny, this
beautiful retrospective takes the reader on a lavish tour of the most memorable and groundbreaking
games never made. Brought to hilarious life by a team of genuine videogame industry concept artists
and written by a professional over-imaginer, this book doesn’t just throw out silly ideas – it expands
on them in relentless, excruciating detail.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: The Routledge Companion to Cinema &
Gender Kristin Hole, Dijana Jelača, E. Kaplan, Patrice Petro, 2016-11-10 Comprised of 43 innovative
contributions, this companion is both an overview of, and intervention into the field of cinema and
gender. The essays included here address a variety of geographical contexts, from an analysis of
cinema. Islam and women and television under Eastern European socialism, to female audience
reception in Nigeria, to changing class and race norms in Bollywood dance sequences. A special
focus is on women directors in a global context that includes films and filmmakers from Asia, Africa,
Australia, Europe, North and South America. The collection also offers a solid overview of feminist
contributions to thinking on genre from the chick flick to the action or Western film, to film noir and
the slasher. Readers will find contributions on a variety of approaches to spectatorship, reception
studies and fandom, as well as transnational approaches to star studies and essays addressing the
relationship between feminist film theory and new media. Other topics include queer and trans*
cinema, eco-cinema and the post-human. Finally, readers interested in the history of film will find
essays addressing the methodological dimensions of feminist film history, essays on silent and studio
era women in film, and histories of female filmmakers in a variety of non-Western contexts.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Don't Fall For It Ben Carlson,
2019-12-31 Learn financial and business lessons from some of the biggest frauds in history Why does
financial fraud persist? History is full of sensational financial frauds and scams. Enron was forced to
declare bankruptcy after allegations of massive accounting fraud, wiping out $78 billion in stock
market value. Bernie Madoff, the largest individual fraudster in history, built a $65 billion Ponzi
scheme that ultimately resulted in his being sentenced to 150 years in prison. People from all walks
of life have been scammed out of their money: French and British nobility looking to get rich quickly,
farmers looking for a miracle cure for their health ailments, several professional athletes, and some
of Hollywood’s biggest stars. No one is immune from getting deceived when money is involved. Don’t
Fall For It is a fascinating look into some of the biggest financial frauds and scams ever. This
compelling book explores specific instances of financial fraud as well as some of the most successful
charlatans and hucksters of all-time. Sharing lessons that apply to business, money management,
and investing, author Ben Carlson answers questions such as: Why do even the most intelligent
among us get taken advantage of in financial scams? What make fraudsters successful? Why is it
often harder to stay rich than to get rich? Each chapter in examines different frauds, perpetrators,
or victims of scams. These real-life stories include anecdotes about how these frauds were carried
out and discussions of what can be learned from these events. This engaging book: Explores the
business and financial lessons drawn from some of history’s biggest frauds Describes the conditions
under which fraud tends to work best Explains how people can avoid being scammed out of their
money Suggests practical steps to reduce financial fraud in the future Don’t Fall For It: A Short
History of Financial Scams is filled with engrossing real-life stories and valuable insights, written for
finance professionals, investors, and general interest readers alike.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Crime Wave Howard Hughes,
2006-05-26 Crime movies inhabit dark and desperate worlds, yet they account for many of
Hollywood's most triumphant successes. In full acknowledgement of this achievement, Crime Wave
offers an authoritative and informative, stimulating and entertaining guide to the crime movie
phenomenon, from its early days to the present, charting its history and celebrating the people who
have given it a special and enduring place in cinema goers' affections. Chapters focus on landmark



Hollywood films - from 1931's The Public Enemy, through The Maltese Falcon, Point Blank, Dirty
Harry, The Godfather trilogy and Goodfellas, to LA Confidential and Oceans 11 - telling their stories
and on the way discussing many more crime movies, both major and lesser known. Crime Wave
represents and investigates gangster and heist movies, blaxploitation and noir, murder mysteries,
vehicles for vigilante or buddy cops, even a gangster love story. It features biographies and
filmographies detailing the key participants and background details of the film's making, locations
and sets. It also explores each film's sources and influences, its impact on the crime genre and
current fashion, including spin-offs, copies and sequels. It examines the films' themes, style and box
office fortunes. Detailed cast list information is provided for each of the main featured films. Written
with passion, for those who love this cinema, Crime Wave is the perfect partner in crime.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Ultimate Book of Gangster Movies
George Anastasia, Glen Macnow, 2011-09-27 The gangster movie is one of the most popular genres
in film. From the Italian, Irish, and Russian families in America to similarly sinister groups in
Europe, Japan, and beyond, the cinema has never shied away from portraying the evil exploits of
these brutal outfits. In this highly entertaining and informative book, two accomplished and apropos
authors put the genre in perspective like no other author or documentarian has done before. The
Ultimate Book of Gangster Movies provides extensive reviews of the Top 100 gangster films of all
time, including sidebars like Reality Check, Hit and Miss, I Know That Guy, Body Count, and other
fun and informative features. Also included are over a dozen stand-alone chapters such as Sleeper
Hits, Fugazi Flops, Guilty Pleasures, Lost Treasures, Q&A Interviews with top actors and directors
(including Chazz Palinteri, Michael Madsen, Joe Mantagna, and more), plus over 50 compelling
photographs. Foreword by Joe Pistone, the FBI agent and mob infiltrator who wrote the bestselling
book and acclaimed movie, Donnie Brasco.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: A Companion to the Gangster Film
George S. Larke-Walsh, 2018-11-12 A companion to the study of the gangster film’s international
appeal spanning the Americas, Europe, and Asia A Companion to the Gangster Film presents a
comprehensive overview of the newest scholarship on the contemporary gangster film genre as a
global phenomenon. While gangster films are one of America’s most popular genres, gangster
movies appear in every film industry across the world. With contributions from an international
panel of experts, A Companion to the Gangster Film explores the popularity of gangster films across
three major continents, the Americas, Europe, and Asia. The authors acknowledge the gangster
genre’s popularity and examine the reasons supporting its appeal to twenty-first century audiences
across the globe. The book examines common themes across all three continents such as production
histories and reception, gender race and sexuality, mafia mythologies, and politics. In addition, the
companion clearly shows that no national cinema develops in isolation and that cinema is a truly
global popular art form. This important guide to the gangster film genre: Reveals how the gangster
film engages in complex and contradictory themes Examines the changing face of the gangster film
in America Explores the ideas of gangsterism and migration in the Hispanic USA, Latin America and
the Caribbean Discusses the wide variety of gangster types to appear in European cinema Contains
a review of a wide-range of gangster films from the Americans, Europe, and Asia Written for
academics and students of film, A Companion to the Gangster Film offers a scholarly and
authoritative guide exploring the various aspects and international appeal of the gangster film
genre.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: TLA Film, Video, & DVD Guide,
2002–2003 David Bleiler, 2025-09-23 The TLA Film, Video & DVD Guide 2002-2003 is the absolutely
indispensible guide for the true lover of cinema. By focusing on independent and international films,
and avoiding much of the made-for-TV/made-for-cable/made-for-video dreck, this guide offers more
comprehensive coverage of the films the reader may actually want to rent and see. The guide
includes: * Reviews of more than 10,000 films * Four detailed indexes - by star, director, theme,
genre, and country of origin * More than 450 photos throughout * A listing of all the major film
awards, TLA Bests and recommended films * A comprehensive selection of cinema from over 50



countries From one of the finest names in video retailing and a growing rental chain comes the
latest edition of one of the most respected film, video, and DVD guides. The TLA Film, Video & DVD
Guide is perfect for anyone whose tastes range from All About My Mother to Fight Club; from This Is
Spinal Tap to Ma Vie en Rose.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: England in the 1990s: A Decade of
Transition and Innovation Laura Logan, Explore the vibrant and transformative 1990s in England
with England in the 1990s: A Decade of Transition and Innovation. This detailed guide delves into
the political, economic, cultural, and technological changes that defined the decade. Witness the end
of Thatcherism and the rise of New Labour under Tony Blair. Understand the impact of the
Maastricht Treaty, the Good Friday Agreement, and the significant political events that reshaped the
nation. Dive into the economic challenges and recovery, from the early 90s recession to the dot-com
boom. Celebrate the cultural explosion with Britpop, iconic bands like Oasis and Blur, and influential
films and literature. Discover how technological innovations such as the internet, mobile phones,
and digital television began to change everyday life. Learn about the social shifts, from immigration
and multiculturalism to education reforms and the modernization of the NHS. Relive noteworthy
events like the death of Princess Diana, the IRA ceasefire, and the opening of the Channel Tunnel.
Enjoy the sporting triumphs and entertainment highlights, including England's World Cup
performances, Wimbledon champions, and top TV shows and music hits. Whether you're a history
buff, a fan of 90s culture, or curious about the roots of modern Britain, this book offers a
comprehensive and engaging exploration of a remarkable decade. Join us in revisiting the legacy of
the 1990s and its enduring influence on the present day.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: A Comprehensive Encyclopedia of
Film Noir John Grant, 2023-09-21 Featuring rumpled PIs, shyster lawyers, corrupt politicians,
double-crossers, femmes fatales, and, of course, losers who find themselves down on their luck yet
again, film noir is a perennially popular cinematic genre. This extensive encyclopedia describes
movies from noir's earliest days – and even before, looking at some of noir's ancestors in US and
European cinema – as well as noir's more recent offshoots, from neonoirs to erotic thrillers. Entries
are arranged alphabetically, covering movies from all over the world – from every continent save
Antarctica – with briefer details provided for several hundred additional movies within those entries.
A copious appendix contains filmographies of prominent directors, actors, and writers. With
coverage of blockbusters and program fillers from Going Straight (US 1916) to Broken City (US
2013) via Nora Inu (Japan 1949), O Anthropos tou Trainou (Greece 1958), El Less Wal Kilab (Egypt
1962), Reportaje a la Muerte (Peru 1993), Zift (Bulgaria 2008), and thousands more, A
Comprehensive Encyclopedia of Film Noir is an engrossing and essential reference work that should
be on the shelves of every cinephile.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Exploring Seriality on Screen Ariane
Hudelet, Anne Crémieux, 2020-10-25 This collective book analyzes seriality as a major phenomenon
increasingly connecting audiovisual narratives (cinematic films and television series) in the 20th and
21st centuries. The book historicizes and contextualizes the notion of seriality, combining
narratological, aesthetic, industrial, philosophical, and political perspectives, showing how seriality
as a paradigm informs media convergence and resides at the core of cinema and television history.
By associating theoretical considerations and close readings of specific works, as well as diachronic
and synchronic approaches, this volume offers a complex panorama of issues related to seriality
including audience engagement, intertextuality and transmediality, cultural legitimacy, authorship,
and medium specificity in remakes, adaptations, sequels, and reboots. Written by a team of
international scholars, this book highlights a diversity of methodologies that will be of interest to
scholars and doctoral students across disciplinary areas such as media studies, film studies,
literature, aesthetics, and cultural studies. It will also interest students attending classes on serial
audiovisual narratives and will appeal to fans of the series it addresses, such as Fargo, Twin Peaks,
The Hunger Games, Bates Motel, and Sherlock.
  jason statham lock stock and two smoking barrels: Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2002



Roger Ebert, 2001-10 When America wants to know movies, it turns to Roger Ebert, the only film
critic to be awarded the Pulitzer Prize for criticism.Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2002 presents all
of Ebert's reviews from January 1999 to mid-June 2001. This annual volume-required reading for film
fans-also contains all of his interviews and essays for the year, the biweekly Questions for the Movie
Answer Man, his daily notebooks from major film festivals, plus a list of all movies and star ratings
ever appearing in an edition of this annual collection.
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