
duchess of windsor
Duchess of Windsor: The Woman Who Changed Royal History

duchess of windsor is a title that carries with it a story of love,
controversy, and a dramatic chapter in British royal history. When people
hear the name, they often think of Wallis Simpson, the American divorcée
whose relationship with King Edward VIII led to one of the most extraordinary
abdications in the 20th century. But the duchess’s story is far more nuanced,
involving themes of personal freedom, societal expectations, and the complex
dynamics of monarchy and public opinion. Let’s explore the life and legacy of
the duchess of windsor in depth.

The Origins of the Duchess of Windsor

The woman who became the duchess of windsor was born Bessie Wallis Warfield
in 1896 in Baltimore, Maryland. From early on, Wallis was known for her
charm, ambition, and social grace—qualities that would later captivate one of
the most powerful men in the world. Her early life was marked by two
marriages before her acquaintance with Edward, then Prince of Wales.

Wallis Simpson’s Path to Royalty

Wallis’s first marriage was to Earl Winfield Spencer Jr., a U.S. Navy
aviator, which ended in divorce. She later married Ernest Simpson, a British-
American businessman. It was during her marriage to Ernest that Wallis met
Edward, Prince of Wales. Their connection quickly evolved into a romantic
relationship that would ultimately force the prince to choose between the
throne and the woman he loved.

The Abdication Crisis and the Role of the
Duchess of Windsor

The title duchess of windsor only came into existence after Edward VIII
abdicated the British throne in 1936. The crisis surrounding Edward’s desire
to marry Wallis Simpson was unprecedented. At the time, Wallis was twice
divorced, and the Church of England, of which the monarch is the Supreme
Governor, did not permit remarriage if a former spouse was still alive.



Why the Abdication Was Unavoidable

Edward VIII was deeply in love with Wallis Simpson and wished to marry her
despite the opposition from the government, the Church, and the royal family.
The British establishment saw the marriage as unacceptable, fearing it would
undermine the monarchy’s moral authority. Faced with the choice between his
crown and his bride, Edward chose love, leading to his abdication on December
11, 1936.

The Creation of the Duke and Duchess of Windsor

Upon abdication, Edward was given the title Duke of Windsor, and Wallis
became the duchess of windsor. However, their new titles did not come with
the privileges that typically accompanied royal titles. For instance, Wallis
was not granted the style of "Her Royal Highness," which was a significant
slight by royal standards.

Life as the Duchess of Windsor

The duchess of windsor’s life post-abdication was a mix of glamour, exile,
and social intrigue. The couple spent much of their time abroad, living in
France and the United States, far from the traditional centers of British
royalty.

Social Life and Public Perception

Despite their exile, the duke and duchess maintained an active social
calendar, mingling with celebrities, politicians, and aristocrats worldwide.
Wallis was known for her impeccable fashion sense and was considered a style
icon of her era. Yet, public opinion in Britain remained divided. Many viewed
her as a home-wrecker who had caused the king to abdicate, while others
admired her independence and strength.

The Duchess’s Influence on Fashion and Culture

Wallis Simpson, as the duchess of windsor, became a muse for many leading
fashion designers, including Mainbocher, who created her famous wedding
dress. Her elegant style combined American modernity with European
sophistication, influencing trends well beyond royal circles. For those
interested in vintage fashion or royal style evolution, the duchess remains a
fascinating figure.



Controversies and Conspiracy Theories

The duchess of windsor’s life was not without shadows. Over the decades,
various rumors and conspiracy theories have surrounded her and the duke,
ranging from alleged Nazi sympathies to espionage.

Allegations of Nazi Sympathies

One of the most persistent controversies involves accusations that the duke
and duchess sympathized with Nazi Germany during the 1930s and World War II.
While some historical documents and testimonies suggest they had pro-German
leanings, definitive proof remains elusive. Scholars continue to debate the
extent and nature of their political views during that turbulent period.

Impact on Royal Reputation

These controversies contributed to the royal family’s cautious relationship
with the duchess of windsor. Even after Edward’s death in 1972, Wallis
remained a polarizing figure, often excluded from official royal events. Her
memoirs and private letters have since provided additional insights but also
fueled further speculation.

The Duchess of Windsor’s Legacy in Modern Royal
History

Despite the scandal and controversy, the duchess of windsor’s story has had a
lasting impact on how the British monarchy navigates personal freedom and
public duty.

A Precedent for Future Royals

The abdication crisis highlighted the tension between personal happiness and
the expectations placed on members of the royal family. In recent decades,
the monarchy has seen other high-profile relationships and marriages that
challenge traditional norms, from divorces to marriages outside the
aristocracy. The duchess of windsor’s place in history serves as an early
example of these evolving dynamics.



Inspiration for Books, Films, and Documentaries

Wallis Simpson’s life has inspired numerous biographies, films, and
documentaries, reflecting ongoing public fascination with the duchess of
windsor. These portrayals often explore themes of love against all odds,
sacrifice, and the complexities of royal life. For anyone interested in the
interplay between personal choices and public roles, her story remains
compelling.

Understanding the Duchess of Windsor Today

To fully appreciate the duchess of windsor’s role in history, it’s important
to look beyond the headlines and scandals. She was a woman who defied
convention and changed the course of British monarchy forever.

Lessons from Her Life

- The importance of personal agency, even in the face of immense societal
pressure
- The complexities of love and duty within institutional frameworks
- How public opinion can shape and sometimes distort personal narratives

What Historians Say

Many historians now approach the duchess of windsor with a more balanced
view, acknowledging both her flaws and her strengths. They recognize her as a
pivotal figure whose life story offers valuable insights into the 20th-
century monarchy and the evolving role of women in society.

The tale of the duchess of windsor continues to captivate and provoke
thought, offering a glimpse into a world where love, power, and history
intersect in unforgettable ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Duchess of Windsor?
The Duchess of Windsor was Wallis Simpson, an American socialite who married
Edward VIII after he abdicated the British throne in 1936.



Why did Edward VIII abdicate the throne to marry
Wallis Simpson?
Edward VIII abdicated the throne because the Church of England and the
British government opposed his marriage to Wallis Simpson, a twice-divorced
American, as it was considered unacceptable for a monarch to marry a divorcée
with living ex-spouses.

What title did Wallis Simpson hold after marrying
Edward VIII?
After marrying Edward VIII, Wallis Simpson was given the title Duchess of
Windsor.

How did the British public view the Duchess of
Windsor?
The British public had mixed views about the Duchess of Windsor; some saw her
as a controversial figure responsible for Edward VIII's abdication, while
others viewed her as a sympathetic woman caught in difficult circumstances.

Did the Duchess of Windsor have any political
influence?
The Duchess of Windsor was rumored to have had some political influence,
particularly during World War II, but there is no concrete evidence of her
direct involvement in political matters.

Where did the Duchess of Windsor and Edward VIII
live after his abdication?
After the abdication, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor lived primarily in
France and the United States, often residing in Paris and the United States.

When did the Duchess of Windsor die?
The Duchess of Windsor died on April 24, 1986.

Are there any notable biographies or films about the
Duchess of Windsor?
Yes, there are several biographies and films about the Duchess of Windsor,
including the 2011 film "W.E." directed by Madonna, which explores her life
and relationship with Edward VIII.



Additional Resources
Duchess of Windsor: The Controversial Figure Who Redefined Royal History

duchess of windsor is a title forever entwined with one of the most
fascinating, controversial, and scrutinized narratives within British royal
history. Wallis Simpson, the American divorcée who became the Duchess of
Windsor, played a pivotal role in a constitutional crisis that led to the
unprecedented abdication of King Edward VIII. The story of the duchess is not
merely a tale of romance and scandal; it offers deep insights into the
cultural, social, and political dynamics of early 20th-century Britain and
the evolving nature of monarchy.

Understanding the Duchess of Windsor:
Background and Early Life

Wallis Simpson was born Bessie Wallis Warfield in 1896 in Baltimore,
Maryland. Before assuming the title of Duchess of Windsor, she was an
unconventional figure by the standards of the British aristocracy, primarily
due to her two previous divorces and her American nationality. Her personal
history was met with skepticism and disdain by the British establishment,
which heavily influenced the perception of her character and intentions.

The duchess’s background plays a critical role in understanding the
complexities of her position. At a time when the British monarchy was
expected to embody tradition and moral rectitude, Wallis’s persona symbolized
modernity, independence, and defiance of convention. This stark contrast
between the duchess's identity and royal expectations fueled much of the
controversy surrounding her.

The Abdication Crisis: A Royal Scandal Unfolds

Wallis Simpson’s relationship with Edward VIII sparked a constitutional
crisis that rocked the British monarchy. Edward’s desire to marry Wallis, a
twice-divorced woman, was unacceptable to the Church of England and the
British government. The conflict culminated in Edward’s abdication in
December 1936, making him the only British monarch to voluntarily relinquish
the throne.

Impact of the Abdication on the Monarchy

The abdication forced Edward’s younger brother to ascend the throne as King
George VI, altering the line of succession and reshaping the monarchy’s
future. The duchess’s role in this event has been debated extensively by



historians, some portraying her as a manipulative figure, while others argue
she was a victim of the rigid social mores of the era.

The abdication crisis also highlighted the intersection of personal desires
and constitutional duty. It underscored the monarchy’s vulnerability to
public opinion and institutional pressures, setting precedents for how royal
conduct would be scrutinized in subsequent decades.

The Life and Influence of the Duchess of
Windsor

After the abdication, Wallis and Edward were granted the titles Duke and
Duchess of Windsor. However, their new status came with significant
restrictions. They lived mostly in exile, moving between France and the
United States, and were largely ostracized from official royal functions.

Social and Cultural Impact

Despite their exile, the duchess became a prominent socialite and fashion
icon. Her elegant style, characterized by tailored suits, gloves, and
signature accessories, influenced fashion trends on both sides of the
Atlantic. The duchess’s image challenged traditional notions of aristocratic
femininity and introduced a modern, cosmopolitan flair to royal fashion.

Political Controversies and Speculations

The duchess and the duke were also subjects of political speculation,
particularly during World War II. Accusations of Nazi sympathies and
espionage circulated, fueled by their travels and associations. While much of
this remains speculative, it added another layer of complexity to the
duchess’s public persona and legacy.

Legacy and Historical Reassessment

Over time, the narrative surrounding the duchess of Windsor has evolved.
Modern historians and biographers have sought to reassess her life beyond the
sensational headlines, considering the broader context of her choices and the
societal constraints she faced.



Reevaluating the Duchess’s Role

Recent scholarship tends to view Wallis Simpson as a woman asserting agency
in a male-dominated world. Her influence on Edward VIII was significant, but
not necessarily detrimental; rather, it exposed the inflexibility of
monarchical institutions. The duchess’s story invites discussions about
gender, power, and nationality within the framework of royal history.

The Duchess of Windsor in Popular Culture

The duchess’s life has inspired numerous books, films, and documentaries,
reflecting enduring public fascination. These portrayals range from
vilification to sympathetic character studies, illustrating the complexity of
her legacy.

Key Features Defining the Duchess of Windsor’s
Historical Significance

Symbol of Modernity: Wallis Simpson represented a break from traditional
royal norms, embodying changing social attitudes towards marriage and
divorce.

Fashion Icon: Her distinctive style left a lasting imprint on fashion,
influencing designers and trends worldwide.

Political Catalyst: Her relationship with Edward VIII triggered a
constitutional crisis that reshaped British monarchy and governance.

Exile and Social Ostracism: Despite royal titles, the duchess lived much
of her life outside mainstream royal acceptance, highlighting the limits
of royal tolerance.

Comparisons with Other Royal Figures

When compared to other controversial royal consorts, the duchess of Windsor’s
story is unique due to the direct political consequences of her marriage.
Unlike consorts who married into royalty under accepted circumstances,
Wallis’s status as a twice-divorced American placed her at odds with the
entrenched British establishment.

This contrast is evident when examining figures such as Princess Diana or



Meghan Markle, who also challenged royal conventions but within different
historical and cultural contexts. The duchess’s experience underscores the
evolving nature of royal acceptance and the ongoing tension between personal
freedom and institutional expectations.

The Duchess’s Enduring Relevance in Royal
Discourse

Today, discussions about the duchess of Windsor continue to resonate,
especially within conversations about monarchy modernization, public
perception, and the role of women in royal families. Her life story serves as
a case study in how personal relationships can influence political structures
and public sentiment.

Moreover, the duchess’s legacy informs contemporary debates on monarchy
reform, highlighting the challenges of balancing tradition with societal
change. As the British monarchy faces new pressures in the 21st century, the
duchess’s narrative remains a poignant reminder of the complexities inherent
in royal life.

The duchess of Windsor remains an enigmatic figure whose life encapsulated
romance, controversy, and transformation. Her story offers an unparalleled
lens through which to examine the intersection of personal agency and
institutional power within one of the world’s most enduring monarchies.

Duchess Of Windsor

  duchess of windsor: Wallis and Edward, Letters:1931-37 Michael Bloch, 2012-05-28 When
Wallis & Edward was first published in 1986, weeks after the death of the Duchess of Windsor, it
caused a sensation: this was the story the world had been waiting for. For the first time, the story of
Wallis Simpson and King Edward VIII was revealed in their own words. Michael Bloch's edition of
their intimate correspondence takes us from the moment they met in 1931 up to their marriage in
1937, and includes Wallis Simpson's diary of their affair in form of her weekly letters to her aunt in
Washington. It sheds a wealth of fascinating new light on 'the greatest love story of the century' and
the mysteries of King Edward's abdication.
  duchess of windsor: The Duchess of Windsor Michael Bloch, 2012-05-28 Royal scandal is
nothing new. In 1936, the royal family was rocked by events that threatened its very existence.
Edward VIII, King of the United Kingdom and the Dominions of the British Empire, Emperor of India,
gave up his throne. A constitutional crisis ensued. The reason? He intended to marry Wallis Simpson
- a divorcee. In The Duchess of Windsor, Michael Bloch tells her fascinating story. This is the
definitive biography of the woman Edward prized above his crown. Drawing on first-hand access to
their intimate correspondence, it paints a picture of Simpson which was often startlingly at variance
with the official story as reported at the time. It brings vividly to life the qualities which captivated
her royal suitor, and on publication caused outrage and surprise by uncovering the great mysteries
of her life.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/duchess-of-windsor.pdf


  duchess of windsor: That Woman Anne Sebba, 2012-02-14 Acclaimed biographer Sebba offers
the first full scale biography of Wallis Simpson, exploring the mind of one of the most glamorous and
reviled figures of the 20th century--and one of the most talked about women of her generation.
  duchess of windsor: The Duchess Of Windsor Greg King, 2011-05-01 “A sympathetic and
believable portrait” of the American woman for whom King Edward VIII gave up the throne, with
photos included (Christian Science Monitor). A woman's life can really be a succession of lives, each
revolving around some emotionally compelling situation or challenge, and each marked off by some
intense experience. It was the love story of the century—the king and the commoner. In December
1936, King Edward VIII abdicated the throne to marry “the woman I love,” Wallis Warfield Simpson,
a twice-divorced American who quickly became one of the twentieth century's most famous
personalities, a figure of intrigue and mystery, both admired and reviled. Wrongly blamed for the
abdication crisis, Wallis suffered hostility from the Royal Family and much of the world. Yet interest
in her story has remained constant, resulting in a small library of biographies that convey a thinly
veiled animosity toward their subject. The truth, however, is infinitely more fascinating than the
shallow, pathetic portrait that has often been painted. Using previously untapped sources, acclaimed
biographer Greg King presents a complete and, for the first time, sympathetic portrait of the
Duchess that sifts the decades of rumor and accusation to reveal the woman behind the legend.
From her birth in Pennsylvania during the Gilded Age to her death in Paris in 1986, King takes the
reader through a world of privilege, palaces, high society, and love with the accompaniment of
hatreds, feuds, conspiracies, and lies. The cast of characters is vast: politicians and presidents,
dictators and socialites. Twenty-four pages of photographs reveal the life of the Duchess in all its
incomparable glamour and romance. “A wide, absurd cast of characters—led by the British royal
family . . . Wallis’ lavish decorati
  duchess of windsor: The Duchess of Windsor Greg King, 1999 In 1936, King Edward VIII
renounced the throne to marry Wallis Simpson, a twice-divorced American divorcee. From her birth
in Pennsylvania to her lonely end in Paris, this book traces the life of the Duchess of Windsor.'
  duchess of windsor: Wallis in Love Andrew Morton, 2018-02-13 A NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER. Wallis in Love is a vivid, fresh and frankly amazing portrait of Wallis Simpson, the
Duchess of Windsor. Morton draws on interviews, secret letters, diaries and never before seen or
heard primary sources.
  duchess of windsor: The Duchess of Windsor Diana Mitford (Lady Mosley), 2019-07
  duchess of windsor: The Last of the Duchess Caroline Blackwood, 2012-10-02 The Last of
the Duchess is the account of Caroline Blackwood's attempts to write a final article on The Duchess
of Windsor, who spent her last years under the thumb of her eccentric lawyer. • “A sharply observed
(and sometimes very funny) portrait of the frivolous world of wealth and luxury inhabited by the
Windsors.” —Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times In 1980, Lady Caroline Blackwood was given
what she thought would be a simple task: write a Sunday Times article on the aging Duchess of
Windsor, who was said to be convalescing in her rambling French mansion. Unknown to Blackwood,
what began as an easy assignment would become one of the most troubling experiences of her
writing career, and would launch her into a cat-and-mouse game of wits with the Duchess's grande
dame of a protector, Suzanne Blum. Fiercely protective of her client, Maitre Blum refused to let
Blackwood near the Duchess, spinning elaborate excuses as to why she was unavailable but
threatening to sue anyone who dared suggest that the woman who once inspired a king to abdicate
his crown was in less than the best of health. Blackwood turned her experiences into this riveting
and excoriating modern classic about the frailties of old age, the foibles of society, and the
dual-edged nature of celebrity. “Beguiling. . . . Blackwood is witty, understated and perceptive.”
—The Washington Post
  duchess of windsor: The Duchess of Windsor Diana Mosley, Jack Le Vien, 1981
  duchess of windsor: Wallis Charles Higham, 1988
  duchess of windsor: The Shadow Queen Rebecca Dean, 2012-08-14 King Edward VIII
abdicated his throne for her in one of the world’s great love stories – but who was Wallis Simpson?



Born into a poor southern family but taken in by rich relatives, Wallis Simpson was raised as a
socialite. Between family conflicts and debutante balls, she and her friends dream of their future
husbands, and like millions of girls worldwide, dream of Prince Edward, the heir to the British
throne who would someday be king. Beloved author Rebecca Dean imagines the early life of Wallis
Simpson, her triumphs and heartbreaks, and the making of the twice divorced, nearly destitute
woman who captured a king’s heart and changed the course of history. Set against a background of
high society, royal circles, and diplomatic intrigue, The Shadow Queen features one of the most
fascinating and controversial women of the 20th century.
  duchess of windsor: Wallis and Edward - Letters, 1931-1937 Michael Bloch, 1988 A collection
of love letters written by Edward VIII and Wallis Simpson to each other between 1931 and 1937.
  duchess of windsor: The Woman Who Would Be Queen ,
  duchess of windsor: The Duchess of Windsor Charles Higham, 1988 Offers an intimate
portrait of the American woman for whom a British King gave up his throne, and the glamour,
rumor, and secrets associated with the Duke and Duchess of Windsor.
  duchess of windsor: The Real Wallis Simpson Anna Pasternak, 2019 A New York Times
Bestselling AuthorAt the center of the most scandalous love affair of the 20th century, Wallis
Simpson was accused of entrapping Prince Edward in a seductive web in order to achieve her
audacious ambition to become Queen of England. But in this surprising new biography, Anna
Pasternak tells a different story. Although flattered by the prince's infatuation, Wallis never expected
it to last. She never wanted to divorce her husband or marry Edward. But she hadn't anticipated his
absolute refusal to let her go. Caught in Edward's obsession, Wallis became the perfect scapegoat
for those who wished to dethrone a king they deemed unworthy to rule.
  duchess of windsor: The American Duchess Anna Pasternak, 2019-03-05 Wallis Simpson is
known as the woman at the center of the most scandalous love affair of the 20th century, but in this
“unputdownable…lively and detailed” (The Times, London) biography, discover a woman wronged by
history with new information revealed by the latest research and those who were close to the couple.
The story that has been told repeatedly is this: The handsome, charismatic, and popular Prince
Edward was expected to marry a well-bred virgin who would one day become Queen of England
when he ascended the throne. But when the prince was nearly forty, he fell in love with a divorced
American woman—Wallis Simpson. No one thought the relationship would last, and when the prince
did become king, everyone assumed that was the end of the affair. But to the shock of the British
establishment, the new king announced his intention to marry the American divorcée. Overnight,
Wallis was accused of entrapping the prince in a seductive web in order to achieve her audacious
ambition to be queen. After declaring that he could not rule without the woman he loved, the king
abdicated, and his family banished him and his new wife from the country. The couple spent the rest
of their days in exile, but happy in their devoted love for each other. Now, Anna Pasternak’s The
American Dutchess tells a different story: that Wallis was the victim of the abdication, not the villain.
Warm, well-mannered, and witty, Wallis was flattered by Prince Edward’s attention, but like
everyone else, she never expected his infatuation to last. She never anticipated his jealous,
possessive nature—and his absolute refusal to let her go. Edward’s true dark nature, however, was
no secret to the royal family, the church, or the Parliament; everyone close to Edward knew that
beyond his charming façade, he was utterly unfit to rule. Caught in Edward’s fierce obsession, she
became the perfect scapegoat for those who wished to dethrone the troubled king. With profound
insight and evenhanded research, Pasternak pulls back the curtain on one of the darkest fairy tales
in recent memory and effortlessly reveals “a host of intriguing insights into a misunderstood woman”
(Kirkus Reviews).
  duchess of windsor: Mrs Simpson Charles Higham, 2004 The romance of the Duke and
Duchess of Windsor has been called the greatest love story of the 20th Century. But with the recent
release of previously declassified secret intelligence files and extensive research by the author
Charles Higham, a darker side to their forty-year relationship has since been uncovered. Wallis
throws new light on how without the aid of beauty, money or background the illegitimate Bessie



Wallis Warfield from Baltimore came to marry the world's most eligible bachelor. It reveals how the
amorous techniques she learnt in China awakened the Duke's dormant sexuality and left him
helpless in her power and details her involvement in international espionage, to include her
treacherous attempts to bring about the fall of Britain to Hitler. But, most sensationally of all, it
provides a new insight into her recently disclosed love affairs, including the motor salesman Guy
Marcus Trundle, and provides a wealth of information about the government, the royal family and
the secret intelligence service all of which has recently become available to author Charles Higham
since the book's first publication.
  duchess of windsor: The Jewels of the Duchess of Windsor John Culme, Nicholas Rayner, 1987
...an enduring record of the most remarkable jewellery sale of our time, each piece of the Windsor
collection is fully described not only im gemological terms but also in relation to the lives of the
celebrated couple--book jacket flap.
  duchess of windsor: Noblesse Oblige Richard Silvin, 2011-10-14 All British Royal watchers and
Windsor aficionados know about the only voluntary abdication in British history when, on December
10, 1936, the handsome, young, beloved King Edward Vlll handed over his three hundred twenty-five
day reign to his brother; who, on that foggy night, became King George Vl. The famous abdication
speech, delivered in a radio address to the nation, contained the memorable words I cannot
undertake the heavy burden of state without the love and support of the woman I love and became
one of the era's most repeated phrases. The historic act catapulted the relatively obscure,
twice-divorced Wallis Simpson to international fame as she became both demonized and intriguing.
Within weeks and in an unprecedented act, Time Magazine named Mrs. Simpson the first Woman of
the Year. Now, twenty-five years after the Duchess of Windsor's death, the first personal description
of the legendary lady is available. Readers of Noblesse Oblige, the Duchess of Windsor as I knew her
by Richard Rene Silvin will learn intimate details of the Duchess as Silvin refutes most of the
defamatory and scurrilous rumors which surrounded the legendary lady and which, she herself,
abhorred but never discussed. The Duchess of Windsor Silvin describes is anything but the
detached, cold ruthless, superficial lady history has heretofore portrayed. Instead, readers will meet
a clever, funny, profound and loving woman. Noblesse Oblige begins in 1973, when the-then
twenty-five year old author was appointed by US AID, a branch of the State Department, to
restructure a famous Parisian hospital, which was the lonely, recently widowed Duchess' only
charity and reputed to be the sole beneficiary of her estate. In keeping with her largely
unrecognized tradition of charity work, the Duchess took it upon herself to study the inner workings
- and intrigues - of a modern hospital. She took a keen interest in Silvin who would become her
protegee and certainly the object of her final, well thought out public battle. Noblesse Oblige's
readers are also exposed to a researched history of the Duke and Duchess of Windsor beginning with
their early lives and which follows them to their deaths. The book contains newly revealed details of
the Duke's peaceful demise, in May of 1972, when he serenely passed away in his Paris home,
surrounded by his completely devoted Duchess, competent nurses, favorite Pug, Black Diamond, and
treasured items. Sadly, and in stark contrast, Silvin describes the Duchess' decade-long illness
during which, in an undiagnosed form of dementia, she gradually lost control of her arms and legs,
was inhumanely kept alive for six years, slowly isolated from friends, stripped of her dignity and
even her nurturing child-substitutes - her dogs. The book both begins and ends with vivid and
detailed descriptions of the hospital Board of Governor's meetings where a still keen-minded
Duchess brilliantly strategizes to save the author from being terminated. In her own words, quoted
in the book's first chapter (God knows I can appreciate being the victim of a plot!) she embarks on
her last quest for what she thought was justice. As the story reaches its climax and wearing her
chalcedony sapphire jewelry, which she claimed has mystical powers to assist us she uses the tragic
death of Aristotle Onassis to further her agenda while quoting the motto of the highly revered British
Most Noble Order of the Garter Honi soit qui mal y pense (Shame on those with evil thoughts.)
Noblesse Oblige (another one of the Duchess' favorite expressions) contains amusing accounts of
famous Parisian physicians, high-level French politicians, international socialites and even a vulgar



and notorious American Congressman. Because of the book's famous characters and venues, some
names and facts have been altered. Noblesse Oblige is the author's third book following I Survived
Swiss Boarding Schools and Walking the Rainbow, an Arc to Triumph.
  duchess of windsor: The King and Mrs. Simpson Erin Frances Schulz, 2008-06
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