dictionary for theological interpretation
of the bible

**Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible: Unlocking Sacred Texts with
Clarity**

Dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible serves as an indispensable tool
for students, pastors, theologians, and anyone interested in diving deeper into the rich
meanings found within Scripture. Unlike a standard dictionary or Bible concordance, this
specialized resource focuses on clarifying complex theological terms, hermeneutical
concepts, and historical contexts that shape how the Bible is read and understood from a
faith-centered perspective. If you’'ve ever felt overwhelmed navigating theological jargon or
wondered how scholars unpack the layers of biblical texts, exploring such a dictionary can
greatly enhance your study and appreciation.

What Is a Dictionary for Theological
Interpretation of the Bible?

At its core, this type of dictionary is more than just a list of definitions. It is a
comprehensive reference guide that explains key theological concepts, doctrinal terms, and
interpretative frameworks that come into play when engaging with biblical texts
theologically. The goal is to bridge the gap between ancient writings and contemporary
understanding, helping readers grasp how Scripture has been and can be interpreted within
the Christian tradition.

Whereas a general Bible dictionary might focus more on historical information about places,
people, and events in the Bible, a dictionary for theological interpretation zeroes in on
terms like “covenant,” “justification,” “eschatology,” or “typology.” It often includes entries
on theological movements, interpretive methods, and influential biblical scholars, providing
a layered understanding that informs one’s reading of the Bible not just historically, but
spiritually and doctrinally as well.

Why Is It Important for Biblical Study?

When approaching the Bible, readers often encounter words or concepts that carry deep
theological weight but aren’t immediately clear. For example, words like “atonement,”
“sanctification,” or “propitiation” have nuances that affect how entire passages are
understood. Without grasping these terms fully, biblical interpretation can become shallow
or even misleading.

A dictionary for theological interpretation helps:

- Decode complex theological vocabulary
- Highlight the historical development of key doctrines



- Provide insight into different interpretive traditions (e.g., Reformed, Catholic, Orthodox)
- Encourage thoughtful and faithful engagement with Scripture

This encourages readers to move beyond a surface-level reading and appreciate the living,
breathing nature of biblical texts as they speak into matters of faith, morality, and
existence.

Key Features of a Good Theological Interpretation
Dictionary

Not all dictionaries are created equal, especially in a specialized field like theological
interpretation. Here are some features that make a dictionary particularly valuable:

1. Clear and Accessible Language

Theological terms can be intimidating. The best dictionaries explain concepts in
straightforward language without sacrificing accuracy. This makes the resource
approachable for both beginners and advanced readers.

2. Broad Coverage of Terms and Concepts

From foundational doctrines like the Trinity and salvation to interpretive methods such as
typology or narrative criticism, a comprehensive dictionary covers a wide range of entries.
It also includes terms from biblical languages (Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic) that impact
theological understanding.

3. Integration of Historical and Contemporary
Perspectives

Understanding how theological terms have evolved over time enriches interpretation. Good
dictionaries often trace the development of ideas from early church fathers through to
modern theologians, showing the living tradition behind biblical interpretation.

4. Cross-Referencing and Related Entries

A helpful dictionary links related concepts and suggests further reading, enabling readers to
explore topics in depth and see connections between different theological themes.



How to Use a Dictionary for Theological
Interpretation of the Bible Effectively

Having access to such a dictionary is only the first step. To maximize its benefits, consider
these practical tips:

1. Use It Alongside Your Bible Reading

When you encounter unfamiliar theological terms while reading Scripture, pause and look
them up. This immediate context helps solidify understanding and enriches your study.

2. Explore Entries Systematically

Don’t just rely on random look-ups. Take time to browse through entries related to a
particular theme or biblical book. This structured approach can reveal new insights and
deepen your grasp of theological frameworks.

3. Take Notes and Reflect

Jot down key definitions and cross-references. Reflect on how the theological concepts
influence your interpretation and what they reveal about the biblical message.

4. Compare Different Interpretations

Many dictionaries highlight varying theological viewpoints. Use these differences to
broaden your perspective and appreciate the richness of biblical interpretation across
traditions.

Popular Dictionaries and Resources for
Theological Interpretation

Several resources have become standard references for those interested in theological
biblical studies. Some notable examples include:

The Dictionary of Theological Interpretation of the Bible

This comprehensive work brings together essays and entries from leading scholars,



covering a wide array of theological themes and interpretative methods. It’s widely praised
for its scholarly depth and accessibility.

The IVP Dictionary of Biblical Theology

Focusing on the theological coherence of biblical texts, this dictionary explores key themes
such as covenant, kingdom, and redemption, helping readers understand Scripture’s unified
message.

Baker’s Dictionary of Theological Terms

Though broader in theological scope, this dictionary provides clear explanations of terms
critical for theological interpretation, making it a handy companion for Bible study.

Common Theological Terms You’ll Encounter

To give you a taste of what a dictionary for theological interpretation of the Bible might
help clarify, here are a few essential terms often explored:

e Covenant: A sacred agreement between God and humans, foundational to
understanding biblical relationships and promises.

* Justification: The act by which God declares a sinner righteous through faith, central
to Christian soteriology.

e Typology: The interpretation of events, persons, or statements in the Old Testament
as foreshadowing Christ or the New Testament fulfillment.

e Eschatology: The study of last things or the end times, influencing how prophetic
and apocalyptic passages are understood.

e Sanctification: The ongoing process of spiritual growth and becoming holy in the
Christian life.

Each of these terms carries layers of meaning that impact how entire portions of Scripture
are read and preached.

The Role of Theological Interpretation in Modern



Bible Study

In today’s world, where biblical literacy varies widely and interpretative methods abound,
theological interpretation serves as a guiding compass. It invites readers not just to analyze
texts but to encounter them as living words that speak to faith, practice, and community.

By employing a dictionary for theological interpretation of the Bible, students and teachers
alike gain access to a treasure trove of insights. This approach encourages respect for the
historical roots of Christianity while allowing for fresh engagement with Scripture’s timeless
truths.

Furthermore, theological interpretation helps bridge academic scholarship and devotional
reading, making the Bible accessible and meaningful across contexts. Whether preparing

sermons, writing theological papers, or simply seeking spiritual growth, this tool supports a
richer, more informed interaction with the sacred text.

Enhancing Your Study with Complementary Tools

While a dictionary for theological interpretation is invaluable, pairing it with other resources
amplifies your study:

e Commentaries: Offer verse-by-verse explanations that often incorporate theological
insights.
* Bible Concordances: Help locate passages and understand keyword usage.

e Lexicons: Provide meanings of original biblical languages, enriching theological
terms’ nuances.

e Systematic Theologies: Organize doctrines in a structured way that complements
dictionary entries.

Together, these tools create a holistic approach that nurtures both intellectual
understanding and spiritual formation.

Exploring the rich world of theological interpretation through the aid of a specialized

dictionary opens doors to profound discovery. It transforms Bible reading from a simple
exercise into an engaging journey through faith, history, and divine revelation.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the 'Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of
the Bible'?

The 'Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible' is a comprehensive reference
work that offers scholarly articles on key theological concepts, biblical texts, and
interpretive methods, aiming to bridge biblical scholarship and theological reflection.

Who are the primary contributors to the 'Dictionary for
Theological Interpretation of the Bible'?

The dictionary features contributions from a wide range of biblical scholars, theologians,
and experts in theological interpretation, representing various Christian traditions and
academic perspectives.

How does the dictionary differ from traditional biblical
dictionaries?

Unlike traditional biblical dictionaries that focus mainly on historical and linguistic aspects
of biblical terms, this dictionary emphasizes the theological significance and interpretive
approaches to biblical texts within the context of Christian faith.

Can the dictionary be used for both academic and
church settings?

Yes, the dictionary is designed to be a resource for both academic scholars and church
leaders, providing accessible yet scholarly insights that aid in preaching, teaching, and
theological study.

What theological traditions are represented in the
'Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible'?

The dictionary includes perspectives from a variety of Christian traditions, including
Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, and ecumenical viewpoints, fostering a broad and inclusive
approach to theological interpretation.

How can this dictionary assist in understanding
complex biblical themes?

By offering in-depth theological explanations and interpretive frameworks, the dictionary
helps readers grasp complex biblical themes such as covenant, salvation, eschatology, and
Christology in a nuanced and contextually informed way.

Is the 'Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the
Bible' updated regularly?

While the core editions are published at specific intervals, updates and new editions may be



released to incorporate recent scholarship and evolving interpretive methodologies.

Where can one access or purchase the 'Dictionary for
Theological Interpretation of the Bible'?

The dictionary is available through academic publishers, theological bookstores, and online
platforms such as Amazon and publisher websites, both in print and digital formats.

How does the dictionary contribute to contemporary
biblical scholarship?

It fosters dialogue between biblical studies and theology, encouraging integrative
approaches that enrich both disciplines and promote a deeper understanding of scripture in
contemporary contexts.

Additional Resources

Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible: An In-Depth Exploration

Dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible serves as an invaluable resource
for scholars, clergy, and lay readers seeking to deepen their understanding of scripture
through a theological lens. Unlike conventional biblical dictionaries that primarily focus on
historical or linguistic aspects, this specialized dictionary emphasizes the interpretative
frameworks that connect biblical texts with doctrinal beliefs, ethical reflections, and faith
traditions. This article investigates the significance, scope, and applications of such
dictionaries, shedding light on their unique contribution to biblical scholarship and
theological education.

Understanding the Dictionary for Theological
Interpretation of the Bible

At its core, a dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible offers definitions,
explanations, and contextual backgrounds for key theological terms, concepts, and figures
encountered in scripture. It bridges the gap between academic biblical studies and faith-
based interpretation by addressing how biblical narratives, laws, prophecies, and teachings
resonate within theological discourse.

This dictionary differs from standard biblical lexicons that typically emphasize original
language meanings (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek). Instead, it prioritizes how terms function
within the broader theological narrative—highlighting themes such as covenant, salvation,
incarnation, eschatology, and ecclesiology. As such, it is an essential tool for those engaged
in preaching, teaching, or studying the Bible with an eye toward its theological implications
rather than solely historical-critical analysis.



Key Features and Structure

Comprehensive dictionaries for theological interpretation are often structured
alphabetically but incorporate cross-references that guide users through interconnected
theological themes. Entries commonly include:

e Term Definitions: Clear, theologically informed explanations of terms like “grace,”
“justification,” or “kingdom of God.”

e Scriptural References: Citations of pertinent biblical passages illustrating the term’s
usage and significance.

* Theological Context: Discussion of how various Christian traditions (e.g., Catholic,
Protestant, Orthodox) understand the term.

e Historical Development: Insights into how theological interpretations of the term
have evolved over time.

e Contemporary Relevance: Reflection on the term’s application in modern
theological debates or pastoral practice.

For example, an entry on “Messiah” would not only define the term as “anointed one” but
would also explore its Old Testament roots, New Testament fulfillment claims, and
divergent interpretations across Christian denominations.

Comparative Analysis: Theological vs. Traditional
Biblical Dictionaries

When comparing a dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible to traditional biblical
dictionaries, several distinctions become apparent:

e Focus: Traditional dictionaries prioritize linguistic and historical data, while
theological dictionaries emphasize interpretive meanings and doctrinal significance.

e Audience: Theological dictionaries target readers interested in faith-based
understanding, including pastors and theology students, whereas traditional
dictionaries often serve biblical linguists and historians.

* Content Depth: Theological dictionaries delve into systematic theology, ethics, and
ecclesial contexts, whereas traditional dictionaries concentrate on etymology, textual
variants, and archaeological findings.



Both types of dictionaries complement each other, and many scholars recommend using
them in tandem to gain a holistic grasp of biblical texts.

Popular Editions and Contributors

Several notable dictionaries have shaped the field of theological interpretation of the Bible.
Among them:

1. Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible (edited by Kevin ).
Vanhoozer, Daniel ). Treier, and Hans R. Frei): This multi-author volume is widely
regarded for its scholarly rigor and ecumenical approach, featuring contributions from
leading theologians and biblical scholars.

2. The New Dictionary of Biblical Theology: Offers a concise yet rich theological
perspective on biblical themes and figures.

3. Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament (TDOT) and New Testament
(TDNT): Although primarily linguistic, these volumes have significant theological
insights and are often consulted alongside strictly theological dictionaries.

These works collectively enhance the interpretive strategies available to those committed
to understanding scripture theologically.

Applications in Academic and Pastoral Contexts

The utility of a dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible extends beyond
academic study, influencing preaching, counseling, and religious education.

Enhancing Sermon Preparation

Preachers often grapple with balancing historical context and theological meaning. A
theological dictionary aids sermon preparation by clarifying complex doctrinal terms and
offering theological nuances that enrich homiletic content. This allows for sermons that
resonate both intellectually and spiritually with congregations.

Supporting Theological Education

Seminary students and theological educators find such dictionaries indispensable for
coursework that requires integrating biblical exegesis with theological reflection. By
providing authoritative definitions and thematic discussions, these dictionaries support the



development of critical thinking and doctrinal coherence.

Facilitating Interdenominational Dialogue

Given the diversity within Christianity, theological dictionaries help bridge interpretive gaps
by presenting multiple denominational perspectives on key biblical terms. This promotes
informed dialogue and mutual understanding among different faith communities.

Challenges and Considerations

While dictionaries for theological interpretation offer significant benefits, users should
remain aware of certain limitations:

e Interpretive Bias: Entries may reflect particular theological traditions, potentially
leading to partial interpretations.

 Complexity: The language and concepts can be dense for lay readers without
theological training.

e Scope Limitations: No single dictionary can encompass the full diversity of
theological thought or emerging biblical scholarship.

Selecting a dictionary that aligns with one’s theological background and study goals is
crucial for maximizing its effectiveness.

Integrating Digital Resources

In the digital age, many dictionaries for theological interpretation are available in online or
app formats, offering searchable texts, hyperlinked references, and multimedia
supplements. These features enhance accessibility and enable dynamic study experiences,
especially for remote learners and busy clergy.

The integration of digital platforms also facilitates regular updates, ensuring that users
have access to the latest scholarship and interpretive trends, which is particularly
important given the evolving nature of theological discourse.

Exploring the dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible reveals its role as more
than a mere reference tool—it is a bridge connecting scripture with lived faith, tradition,
and contemporary theological inquiry. Whether for academic research, pastoral ministry, or
personal study, this specialized dictionary enriches the ongoing conversation between
ancient texts and modern believers.



Dictionary For Theological Interpretation Of The Bible

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Dictionary for Theological
Interpretation of the Bible Kevin J. Vanhoozer, 2005-11 This groundbreaking reference tool
introduces key names, theories, and concepts for interpreting Scripture.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Dictionary for Theological
Interpretation of the Bible Kevin ]J. Vanhoozer, Craig G. Bartholomew, Daniel Treier, N. T. Wright,
2024-06-04 For the pastor or serious layperson, the realm of biblical interpretation can be a
confusing maze of personalities, communities, methods, and theories. This maze can often result in
obscuring the main goal of interpreting Scripture: hearing and knowing God better. The Dictionary
for Theological Interpretation of the Bible is a groundbreaking reference tool that introduces
readers to key names, theories, and concepts in the field of biblical interpretation. It discusses these
approaches and evaluates their helpfulness in enabling Christians to hear what God is saying to the
church through Scripture. The contributors come from a variety of backgrounds, and the dictionary
covers a broad range of topics with both clarity and depth.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Theological Interpretation of the Old
Testament , 2008-11-01 The groundbreaking Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible
(DTIB) introduced readers to key names, theories, and concepts in the field of biblical interpretation.
It has been well received by pastors and students, won book awards from Christianity Today and the
Catholic Press Association, and was named the ECPA 2006 Christian Book of the Year. Theological
Interpretation of the Old Testament features key articles from DTIB, providing readers with a
book-by-book theological reading of the Old Testament. The articles are authored by leading
scholars, including Daniel I. Block, Tremper Longman III, J. Gordon McConville, Walter Moberly,
Richard Schultz, and Gordon J. Wenham. This handy and affordable text will work particularly well
for students in Old Testament/Bible survey courses, pastors, and lay readers.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Theological Interpretation of the
New Testament Kevin J. Vanhoozer, 2008-11 Utilizes material from the award-winning Dictionary
for Theological Interpretation of the Bible to introduce theological interpretation through a
book-by-book survey of the New Testament.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Introducing Theological
Interpretation of Scripture Daniel J. Treier, 2008-07-01 Theological interpretation of Scripture is a
growing trend in biblical interpretation, with an emphasis on the contexts of canon, creed, and
church. This approach seeks to bridge the gap between biblical studies and theology, which grew
wide with the ascendancy of critical approaches to Scripture. Introducing Theological Interpretation
of Scripture is the first clear, systematic introduction to this movement for students. The book
surveys the movement's history, themes, advocates, and positions and seeks to bring coherence to
its various elements. Author Daniel Treier also explores what he sees as the greatest challenges the
movement will have to address as it moves into the future. This helpful book is appropriate for
pastors and lay readers interested in biblical interpretation.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Theological Interpretation of the
0Old Testament Kevin J. Vanhoozer, 2014-05-14 This handy reference book, featuring key articles
from the award-winning Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible, provides a
book-by-book theological reading of the Old Testament.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Evangelical Dictionary of Theology
Daniel J. Treier, Walter A. Elwell, 2017-11-07 This bestselling reference tool has been a trusted
resource for more than 25 years with over 165,000 copies sold. Now thoroughly updated and
substantially revised to meet the needs of today's students and classrooms, it offers cutting-edge
overviews of key theological topics. Readable and reliable, this work features new articles on topics
of contemporary relevance to world Christianity and freshened articles on enduring theological
subjects, providing comprehensive A-Z coverage for today's theology students. The author base


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/dictionary-for-theological-interpretation-of-the-bible.pdf

reflects the increasing diversity of evangelical scholars. Advisory editors include D. Jeffrey Bingham,
Cheryl Bridges Johns, John G. Stackhouse Jr., Tite Tiénou, and Kevin J. Vanhoozer.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Hermeneutics Anthony C. Thiselton,
2009-10-09 Here, Anthony Thiselton brings together his encyclopedic knowledge of hermeneutics
and his nearly four decades of teaching on the subject to provide an ideal textbook which takes the
reader through the time-honoured interpretation techniques of the past and on to modern times.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Elements of Biblical Exegesis Michael
J. Gorman, 2020-11-03 World-renowned scholar Michael Gorman presents a straightforward
approach to the complex task of biblical exegesis. This third edition of Gorman's widely used and
trusted textbook (over 60,000 copies sold) has been thoroughly updated and revised to reflect
developments in the academy and the classroom over the past decade. The new edition explains
recent developments in theological interpretation and explores missional and non-Western readings
of the biblical text. Adaptable for students in various settings, it includes clear explanations,
practical hints, suggested exercises, and sample papers.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: New Dictionary of Theology Martin
Davie, Tim Grass, Stephen R. Holmes, John McDowell, Thomas A. Noble, 2016-04-27 This classic
one-volume reference work is now substantially expanded and revised to focus on a variety of
theological themes, thinkers and movements. From African Christian Theology to Zionism, this
volume of historical and systematic theology offers a wealth of information and insight for students,
pastors and all thoughtful Christians.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Theological Interpretation of
Scripture Stephen E. Fowl, 2009-08 Christians have been interpreting Scripture with an aim of
deepening their life with God and each other from the very beginning of the church. The past twenty
years or so have witnessed an explosion of scholarly writing devoted to the theological interpretation
of Scripture. Stephen Fowl, as an active participant in and contributor to the burgeoning literature,
has written an ideal companion for guests at the large and somewhat chaotic party, introducing
them to important people, texts, and issues. The companion explores some of the connections
between the long-running and essential Christian practice of theological interpretation and the more
recent body of scholarly literature. Ultimately, the companion hopes to encourage readers to join the
party in their own right. Steve Fowl has been both a pioneer and a leader in the return to theological
interpretation. In this concise book, he offers us a truly theological and ecclesial account of
theological interpretation. It is an inspiring, liberating, and practical work, encouraging all
Christians to interpret Scripture so as to find our proper end in ever-deeper communion with God
and one another in anticipation of the fullness of God's reign. --Michael J. Gorman, author of Reading
Paul (Cascade Books) and Inhabiting the Cruciform God In this brief companion we find a focused,
clear account of major themes in Steve Fowl's approach as well as gracious interaction with the
work of others and numerous illustrative appeals to Scripture itself. This is definitely a case in which
less is more: attention to this little book will prove very fruitful for engagement in biblical
interpretation as a theological practice. --Daniel J. Treier, author of Introducing Theological
Interpretation of Scripture: Recovering a Christian Practice Fowl here plays the role not only of
companion but guide and host in this clear and compelling introduction to the most important
turn-of-the-twentieth-century development in biblical interpretation. He argues that Christian
readers should interpret the Bible with an overriding interest in God's interest in using the Bible to
promote communion. He practices what he preaches: he is generous towards those with whom he
disagrees and gives fair descriptions of other approaches to theological interpretation. --Kevin ].
Vanhoozer, general editor of the Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible Stephen E.
Fowl's latest, Theological Interpretation of Scripture, displays gems in the treasure trove of the
new-yet-venerable task: reading the Bible as Scripture of the Church. Fowl helps us to think
theologically about reading Christian Scripture as the living voice of God. Fowl invites us into a
'cocktail party' with his conversation partners in this renewal of reading sacra scriptura for the
Church's life and witness. Entirely accessible, thoroughly convincing, with a sense of adventure and




hope. May his tribe increase! --Rev. Kathryn Greene-McCreight, author of Galatians in the Brazos
Theological Commentary Series (forthcoming). Stephen E. Fowl is the Chair of the Department of
Theology at Loyola College in Maryland. He is the author of several books, including Engaging
Scripture: A Model for Theological Interpretation (Wipf & Stock, 2008); Reading in Communion:
Scripture and Ethics in Christian Life (with L. Gregory Jones; Wipf & Stock, 1998); and the Two
Horizons commentary on Philippians.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Biblical Theology Andreas ]J.
Kostenberger, Gregory Goswell, 2023-02-23 A Clear, Careful Textbook to Help Bible Students
Interpret Scripture Pastors, thoughtful Christians, and students of Scripture must learn how to
carefully read and understand the Bible, but it can be difficult to know where to start. In this clear,
logical guide, Andreas J. Kostenberger and Gregory Goswell explain how to interpret Scripture from
three effective viewpoints: canonical, thematic, and ethical. Biblical Theology is arranged book by
book from the Old Testament (using the Hebrew order) through the New Testament. For each text,
Kostenberger and Goswell analyze key biblical-theological themes, discussing the book's place in the
overall storyline of Scripture. Next, they focus on the ethical component, showing how God seeks to
transform the lives of his people through the inspired text. Following this technique, readers will
better understand the theology of each book and its author. A Clearly Written Guide on Biblical
Theology: Analyzes all 66 books of the Bible, with emphasis on the coherent, unified framework of
Scripture Helps Readers Thoughtfully Interpret Scripture: Provides an essential foundation for a
valid theological understanding of Scripture that informs Christian doctrine and ethics Ideal for
Pastors, Academics, and Other Serious Students of Scripture: This clear, thoroughly researched
guide can be used as a textbook in seminary classes studying biblical theology or the Old and New
Testaments

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Scripture's Doctrine and Theology's
Bible Markus Bockmuehl, Alan J. Torrance, 2008-11 A team of world-renowned scholars explores on
what grounds and to what extent the New Testament shapes and prescribes Christian theology.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Introducing Evangelical Theology
Daniel J. Treier, 2019-07-16 2020 Christian Book Award® Winner (Bible Reference Works) This
textbook offers students a biblically rich, creedally structured, ecumenically evangelical, and
ethically engaged introduction to Christian theology. Daniel Treier, coeditor of the popular
Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, discusses key Scripture passages, explains Christian theology
within the structure of the Nicene Creed, explores the range of evangelical approaches to contested
doctrines, acquaints evangelicals with other views (including Orthodox and Catholic), and integrates
theological ethics with chapters on the Ten Commandments and the Lord's Prayer. The result is a
meaty but manageable introduction to the convictions and arguments shaping contemporary
evangelical theology.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Theology and the Mirror of
Scripture Kevin J. Vanhoozer, Daniel J. Treier, 2015-12-09 In this inaugural volume in the Studies in
Christian Doctrine and Scripture, Daniel J. Treier and Kevin J. Vanhoozer set forth a programmatic
proposal for evangelical theology, rooted in the claim that the church's vocation is to mirror the
witness of Scripture in its doctrine and discipleship.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: An Ethiopian Reading of the Bible
Keon-Sang An, 2015-10-01 This book explores the biblical interpretation of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahido Church (EOTC). In doing so, it illuminates the interpretation of the Bible in a particular
historical and cultural context and presents a compelling example of the contextual nature of biblical
interpretation. Those who visit Ethiopia experience its unique spirituality, which is significantly
informed by the presence of the EOTC. The EOTC has existed from earliest years of the Christian
church. It has also developed and maintained its own ecclesiastic tradition in the Ethiopian context
and has its own distinctive way of reading the Bible. It is noteworthy, particularly in the African
context, that it has its own commentaries on the Scriptures, which continue to serve as a vital
tradition in the EOTC's interpretation of the Bible. This is evident in the contemporary hermeneutics




and sermons of EOTC preachers. In its comprehensive consideration of the EOTC's past and present,
this book examines the interplay between tradition and context in biblical interpretation and
contributes to current biblical scholarship.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Handbook for Biblical
Interpretation W. Randolph Tate, 2012-11-01 This handbook provides a comprehensive guide to
methods, terms, and concepts used by biblical interpreters. It offers students and non-specialists an
accessible resource for understanding the complex vocabulary that accompanies serious biblical
studies. Articles, arranged alphabetically, explain terminology associated with reading the Bible as
literature, clarify the various methods Bible scholars use to study biblical texts, and illuminate how
different interpretive approaches can contribute to our understanding. Article references and topical
bibliographies point readers to resources for further study. This handbook, now updated and revised
to be even more useful for students, was previously published as Interpreting the Bible: A Handbook
of Terms and Methods. It is a suitable complement to any standard hermeneutics textbook.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Reading Scripture in the Fellowship
of the Spirit Trevor Reynolds, 2019-02-19 How does the Holy Spirit guide the Christian community
in its custodianship and interpretation of Scripture? How does the fact that the Spirit is
characterized by koinonia impact upon this task? In light of this, do we read Scripture with too much
of an individualistic mindset? In this new book, Dr Trevor Reynolds addresses these questions,
seeking answers primarily from within Scripture itself. He explores in depth what Jesus and the New
Testament community taught concerning the interpretive role of the Holy Spirit. How did they
interpret Scripture, with the help of the Spirit? He highlights their corporate/Spirit-led hermeneutic,
with its challenge to our individualistic approaches. The New Testament writers interpreted the Old
Testament in a way that revealed communal methods of interpretation. These were informed by
Jewish pneumatic and corporate solidarity notions, as reshaped by Jesus’ own Spirit-given example
and legacy. In this book, New Testament extracts are discussed which contain either specific
examples of how Old Testament Scripture is interpreted by members of the New Testament
community, with the Spirit’s help, or speak of the Spirit’s work of interpretation in a more general
way. Trevor Reynolds seeks to uncover their implications for biblical hermeneutics, as well as for the
doctrine, use and custodianship of Scripture in the life and witness of the church today. The book
concludes by pointing to the wide-ranging implications that reading Scripture in the fellowship of
the Spirit poses for today’s church.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: Interpreting the Gospels and Acts
David L. Turner, 2019-05-28 A comprehensive handbook for understanding and communicating the
Gospels and Acts In this final volume of the Handbooks for New Testament Exegesis series, David
Turner provides a comprehensive guide for interpreting and conveying the lives of Jesus and his
early followers. Key background information such as literary genres, historical setting, and
theological themes lay the groundwork for properly reading these five books. This is followed by
practical guidance on textual issues and original-language exegesis passages from the Gospels and
Acts. The final chapter offers an extensive bibliography of books and digital resources useful for
instructors, students, and church leaders alike. Interpreting the Gospels and Acts is an essential
resource for anyone teaching and preaching these foundational books.

dictionary for theological interpretation of the bible: T&T Clark Handbook of Asian
American Biblical Hermeneutics Uriah Y. Kim, Seung Ai Yang, 2019-05-30 The first reference
resource on how Asian Americans are currently reading and interpreting the Bible, this volume also
serves a valuable role in both developing and disseminating what can be termed as Asian American
biblical hermeneutics. The volume works from the important background that Asian Americans are
the fastest growing ethnic/racial minority population in the USA, and that 42% of this group
identifies as Christian. This provides a useful starting point from which to examine what may be
distinctive about Asian American approaches to the Bible. Part 1 of the Handbook describes six
major ethic groups that make up 85% of Asian population (by country of origin: China, Philippines,
Indian Subcontinent, Vietnam, Korea, Japan) and outlines the specific concerns each group has when



its members read the Bible. Part 2 of the Handbook examines major critical methods in biblical
interpretation and suggests adjustments that may be helpful for Asian Americans to make when they
are interpreting the Bible. Finally, Part 3 provides 25 interpretations by Asian American biblical
scholars on specific texts in the Bible, using what they consider to be Asian American hermeneutics.
Taken together the Handbook interprets the Bible both with and for the Asian American
communities.
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