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Constitutional History of the United States: A Journey Through Time

constitutional history of the united states is a fascinating tale that traces the evolution of the nation's

fundamental legal framework. This history is not just about documents and laws; it reflects the

struggles, compromises, and ideals that have shaped the United States into the democracy it is today.

Understanding this history offers valuable insights into how the government functions, how rights have

been protected and expanded, and how the Constitution remains a living document adapting to

changing times.

The Foundations: From Colonial Charters to Declaration of

Independence

Before the United States had a Constitution, the thirteen colonies were governed by a patchwork of

colonial charters granted by the British Crown. These charters established early forms of self-rule and

legal order, but they also sowed the seeds of dissatisfaction as colonists sought greater autonomy.

The American Revolution was sparked not only by taxation and governance disputes but also by

differing interpretations of rights and freedoms. The Declaration of Independence in 1776 was the first

bold assertion that the colonies were no longer subjects of British rule but free and sovereign states.

Though it was not a constitution in the legal sense, the Declaration laid the ideological groundwork for

the nation’s constitutional development by articulating principles of liberty and equality.

The Articles of Confederation: America’s First Constitution



After independence, the newly formed United States adopted the Articles of Confederation in 1781 as

its first constitution. This document created a loose confederation of states with a weak central

government that lacked the power to tax or regulate commerce effectively.

Limitations of the Articles

The Articles reflected the colonists’ fear of centralized authority, a reaction to British tyranny. However,

the lack of a strong federal government soon revealed serious challenges:

Economic Disarray: Without power to regulate trade or impose taxes, the federal government

struggled to pay debts and fund operations.

Interstate Conflicts: States often acted in their own interests, leading to disputes over borders

and trade policies.

Weak National Defense: The government could not effectively raise a standing army to protect

the country.

These weaknesses highlighted the urgent need for a more robust constitutional framework.

The Constitutional Convention and the Birth of the U.S.

Constitution

In 1787, delegates from twelve states convened in Philadelphia to revise the Articles of Confederation.

Instead, they decided to draft an entirely new document—the United States Constitution.



Major Debates and Compromises

The constitutional history of the United States is marked by intense debates over how to balance

power between the states and the federal government, as well as how to ensure fair representation.

The Great Compromise: This resolved the dispute between large and small states by creating a

bicameral legislature with proportional representation in the House and equal representation in

the Senate.

Three-Fifths Compromise: A deeply controversial agreement that counted enslaved individuals as

three-fifths of a person for purposes of representation and taxation.

Separation of Powers: The Constitution established three branches of government—legislative,

executive, and judicial—to prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful.

Ratification and the Federalist Papers

After the Constitution was drafted, it required ratification by nine states to become effective. The

process sparked fierce debates between Federalists, who supported a strong central government, and

Anti-Federalists, who feared it would endanger individual liberties and states’ rights.

To address concerns, Federalist leaders like Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay wrote

a series of essays known as the Federalist Papers. These essays remain essential reading for

understanding the Constitution’s intent.



The Bill of Rights and the Expansion of Individual Liberties

One of the key factors that facilitated the Constitution’s acceptance was the promise to add a Bill of

Rights. Ratified in 1791, the first ten amendments guaranteed fundamental freedoms, such as freedom

of speech, religion, and the press, as well as protections against unreasonable searches and cruel

punishment.

The Bill of Rights has played a crucial role in the constitutional history of the United States by

safeguarding civil liberties and limiting government power. Over time, these rights have been

interpreted and expanded through landmark Supreme Court decisions.

Amendments and the Living Constitution

The U.S. Constitution is designed to be amendable, allowing it to adapt to new challenges and societal

changes. There have been 27 amendments in total, addressing a wide range of issues:

Abolition of Slavery (13th Amendment): Ended slavery in 1865 following the Civil War.

Voting Rights Expansion: Amendments like the 15th, 19th, and 26th extended voting rights to

African American men, women, and younger citizens respectively.

Prohibition and Repeal: The 18th Amendment introduced Prohibition, which was later repealed

by the 21st Amendment.

Each amendment reflects a significant moment in the nation’s ongoing constitutional story.



The Role of the Supreme Court in Shaping Constitutional

History

The Supreme Court has been a pivotal actor in interpreting the Constitution and defining its meaning in

practical terms. Through judicial review—a power established in Marbury v. Madison (1803)—the Court

can invalidate laws that conflict with the Constitution.

Landmark Supreme Court Cases

Several cases stand out for their impact on constitutional history:

Brown v. Board of Education (1954): Declared racial segregation in public schools

unconstitutional, advancing civil rights.

Miranda v. Arizona (1966): Established the requirement for police to inform suspects of their

rights, protecting the Fifth Amendment.

Obergefell v. Hodges (2015): Recognized same-sex marriage as a constitutional right under the

Fourteenth Amendment.

These decisions demonstrate how constitutional principles are applied to contemporary social issues.

Federalism and the Balance of Power

A unique feature of the United States Constitution is its division of power between the federal



government and the states—a concept known as federalism. This balance has shifted over time,

influenced by political, economic, and social factors.

Historical Shifts in Federal-State Relations

Early in the nation’s history, states held considerable autonomy. However, events like the Civil War

and the New Deal era expanded federal authority significantly. Today, debates continue over the

proper roles of state and federal governments in areas like healthcare, education, and environmental

regulation.

Understanding the Constitutional History of the United States

Today

Studying the constitutional history of the United States helps us appreciate the complexities and

compromises that underpin the nation’s governance. It reminds us that the Constitution is not a static

relic but a dynamic framework shaped by the people and the times.

For anyone interested in American history, law, or politics, exploring this history offers rich context for

current debates about rights, government powers, and democracy itself. Whether you are a student, a

citizen, or a curious learner, understanding how the Constitution came to be and how it has evolved

can deepen your appreciation for the freedoms and responsibilities we all share.

The journey of the constitutional history of the United States is ongoing, inviting each generation to

participate in its interpretation and evolution.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Constitutional Convention of 1787 in

U.S. history?

The Constitutional Convention of 1787 was significant because it led to the drafting of the United

States Constitution, replacing the Articles of Confederation and establishing a stronger federal

government with a system of checks and balances.

How did the Federalist and Anti-Federalist debates shape the U.S.

Constitution?

The Federalist and Anti-Federalist debates influenced the inclusion of the Bill of Rights and clarified

the balance of power between the federal government and the states, ensuring protection of individual

liberties.

What role did the Bill of Rights play in the constitutional history of the

United States?

The Bill of Rights, ratified in 1791, comprises the first ten amendments to the Constitution and

guarantees fundamental civil liberties and rights, addressing concerns about government overreach.

How has the interpretation of the U.S. Constitution evolved over time?

The interpretation of the Constitution has evolved through landmark Supreme Court cases,

constitutional amendments, and shifts in political and social contexts, allowing it to adapt to changing

circumstances while maintaining its core principles.

What were the major compromises made during the drafting of the U.S.



Constitution?

Major compromises included the Great Compromise, which established a bicameral legislature; the

Three-Fifths Compromise, which determined how slaves would be counted for representation; and the

Commerce Compromise, which regulated trade.

How did the U.S. Constitution address the issue of federalism?

The Constitution established a federal system of government dividing powers between the national

government and the states, outlining specific enumerated powers for the federal government while

reserving others to the states.

Additional Resources

Constitutional History of the United States: An Analytical Review

Constitutional history of the united states offers a profound insight into the nation’s foundational legal

framework and the evolving principles that have shaped American governance. This history is marked

by pivotal moments, debates, and amendments that underscore the dynamic nature of constitutional

law in response to societal changes. Understanding this history is essential not only for legal scholars

but also for citizens seeking to grasp the complexities of federalism, civil liberties, and institutional

powers within the United States.

Foundations of the American Constitutional Framework

The constitutional history of the United States begins in the aftermath of independence from British

colonial rule, when the need for a unified political structure became paramount. The initial governing

document, the Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, reflected the colonies' wariness of centralized

authority. However, its limitations soon became evident, particularly its inability to levy taxes or

regulate commerce effectively, which led to economic instability and interstate conflicts.



From the Articles of Confederation to the Constitutional Convention

By 1787, it was clear that a stronger federal government was necessary, prompting the Constitutional

Convention in Philadelphia. Delegates from twelve states convened to draft a new constitution that

would balance authority between the states and a central government. The resulting United States

Constitution established a tripartite system consisting of the legislative, executive, and judicial

branches, designed to implement a system of checks and balances.

This moment in constitutional history is notable for its intricate compromises, including the Great

Compromise, which resolved disputes between large and small states by creating a bicameral

legislature, and the Three-Fifths Compromise, which addressed the contentious issue of slave

representation. These decisions reveal early tensions between democratic ideals and political

pragmatism.

Ratification and the Bill of Rights

The process of ratifying the Constitution was contentious, sparking debates between Federalists, who

supported the new framework, and Anti-Federalists, who feared the concentration of power and the

absence of explicit protections for individual rights. The Federalist Papers, authored by Alexander

Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, played a critical role in articulating the rationale for the

Constitution and persuading states to ratify it.

To address concerns about civil liberties, the first ten amendments—collectively known as the Bill of

Rights—were ratified in 1791. These amendments enshrined fundamental protections such as freedom

of speech, religion, the right to bear arms, and protections against unreasonable searches and

seizures. The inclusion of the Bill of Rights marked a defining moment in the constitutional history of

the United States, emphasizing the balance between federal authority and individual freedoms.



Key Features of the Bill of Rights

First Amendment: Guarantees freedoms concerning religion, expression, assembly, and the right

to petition.

Second Amendment: Protects the right to keep and bear arms.

Fourth Amendment: Safeguards citizens against unreasonable searches and seizures.

Fifth Amendment: Ensures due process and protection against self-incrimination.

These provisions have continuously influenced American jurisprudence and civil rights discourse,

serving as a cornerstone for both legal protections and ongoing debates.

Evolution Through Amendments and Judicial Interpretation

The constitutional history of the United States is characterized by significant amendments that

responded to social upheavals and shifting political landscapes. The Reconstruction Amendments

(13th, 14th, and 15th), ratified in the aftermath of the Civil War, exemplify this evolution by abolishing

slavery, establishing citizenship rights, and protecting voting rights for African American men.

The Role of the Supreme Court in Shaping Constitutional Law

Supreme Court decisions have played an indispensable role in interpreting and expanding

constitutional principles. Landmark cases such as Marbury v. Madison (1803) established the principle



of judicial review, empowering the Court to invalidate laws that conflict with the Constitution. This

judicial authority has been instrumental in addressing issues from civil rights to federalism.

Cases like Brown v. Board of Education (1954) overturned the “separate but equal” doctrine, marking

a constitutional turning point in the fight against racial segregation. More recently, decisions on issues

such as same-sex marriage and campaign finance reflect the Court’s ongoing influence in interpreting

constitutional provisions within contemporary contexts.

Federalism and the Balance of Power

An enduring theme in the constitutional history of the United States is the tension between state

sovereignty and federal authority. The Constitution’s division of powers has been tested through

periods such as the Civil War and the New Deal era, during which the scope of federal power was

significantly expanded.

Challenges to Federalism

Pre-Civil War: States’ rights debates culminated in secession and conflict, highlighting

constitutional ambiguities regarding union and sovereignty.

New Deal Era: The federal government’s intervention in economic recovery led to a redefinition

of federal power under the Commerce Clause.

Contemporary Issues: Debates over healthcare, immigration, and environmental regulation

continue to test the federal-state balance.



These challenges underscore the Constitution’s adaptability and the ongoing negotiation between

different layers of government authority.

The Impact of Social Movements on Constitutional Change

The constitutional history of the United States cannot be divorced from the social movements that

pressed for expanded rights and justice. The women’s suffrage movement culminated in the 19th

Amendment (1920), granting women the right to vote, while the civil rights movement of the 1950s and

1960s spurred critical legislation and constitutional interpretations aimed at dismantling systemic

discrimination.

Amendments Reflecting Social Progress

- The 19th Amendment stands as a testament to the constitutional system’s capacity to evolve in line

with changing societal values.

- The 24th Amendment (1964) abolished poll taxes, removing barriers to voting.

- The 26th Amendment (1971) lowered the voting age to 18, reflecting the argument that those eligible

for military service should have electoral participation.

These amendments highlight how the constitutional framework adapts through formal mechanisms to

accommodate shifts in public consensus and social justice.

Contemporary Reflections on Constitutional History

In recent decades, the constitutional history of the United States has been marked by debates over the

scope of executive power, the role of the judiciary, and the interpretation of rights in the digital age.

Issues such as privacy, free speech on social media, and electoral integrity have brought new



challenges to constitutional interpretation.

The ongoing dialogue between tradition and innovation in constitutional law exemplifies the living

nature of the United States Constitution. Scholars and practitioners continue to analyze how historical

precedents inform contemporary governance and legal thought.

The constitutional history of the United States reveals a complex narrative of compromise, conflict, and

change. From its origins in the 18th century to the present day, the Constitution has served as both a

stabilizing foundation and a flexible instrument, allowing the nation to confront evolving political, social,

and economic realities. This historical journey remains critical to understanding the principles that

govern American democracy and the challenges it faces moving forward.

Constitutional History Of The United States

  constitutional history of the united states: Liberty and Union Edgar McManus, Tara
Helfman, 2013-12-04 This, the second of two volumes of Liberty and Union, is a comprehensive
constitutional history of the United States from the Progressive Era of the early twentieth century to
the most recent decisions of the Supreme Court on contemporary constitutional issues. Written in a
clear and engaging narrative style, it successfully unites thorough chronological coverage with a
thematic approach, offering critical analysis of core constitutional history topics, set in the political,
social, and economic context that made them constitutional issues in the first place. Combining a
thoughtful and balanced narrative with an authoritative stance on key issues, the authors
deliberately explain the past in the light of the past, without imposing upon it the standards of later
generations. Authored by two experienced professors in the field, this textbook has been
thoughtfully constructed to offer an accessible alternative to dense scholarly works – avoiding
unnecessary technical jargon, defining legal terms and historical personalities where appropriate,
and making explicit connections between constitutional themes and historical events. For students
in an undergraduate or postgraduate constitutional history course, or anyone with a general interest
in constitutional developments, this book will be essential reading. Useful features include: Full
glossary of legal terminology Recommended reading A table of cases Extracts from primary
documents Companion website Useful documents provided: Declaration of Independence Articles of
Confederation Constitution of the United States of America Chronological list of Supreme Court
justices
  constitutional history of the united states: Liberty and Union Edgar J. McManus, Tara
Helfman, 2013-12-04 This, the first of two volumes of Liberty and Union, is a comprehensive
constitutional history of the United States from the Anglo-American origins of the Constitution
through the colonial and antebellum periods, to the Civil War and the consequent restructuring of
the nation. Written in a clear and engaging narrative style, it successfully unites thorough
chronological coverage with a thematic approach, offering critical analysis of core constitutional
history topics, set in the political, social, and economic context that made them constitutional issues
in the first place. Combining a thoughtful and balanced narrative with an authoritative stance on key
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issues, the authors explain the past in the light of the past, without imposing upon it the standards of
later generations. Authored by two experienced professors of History and Law this textbook has
been thoughtfully constructed to offer an accessible alternative to dense scholarly works – avoiding
unnecessary technical jargon, defining legal terms and historical personalities where appropriate,
and making explicit connections between constitutional themes and historical events. For students
in an undergraduate or postgraduate constitutional history course, or anyone with a general interest
in constitutional developments, this book will be essential reading. Useful features include: Full
glossary of legal terminology Recommended reading A table of cases Extensive supporting artwork
Companion website Useful documents provided: Declaration of Independence Articles of
Confederation Constitution of the United States of America Chronological list of Supreme Court
justices
  constitutional history of the united states: Outlines of the Constitutional History of the
United States Luther Henry Porter, 2024-03-01 Reprint of the original, first published in 1883.
  constitutional history of the united states: Constitutional History of the United States
as Seen in the Development of American Law University of Michigan. Political Science
Association, Thomas McIntyre Cooley, 1889
  constitutional history of the united states: The Constitutional History of the United
States, 1765-1895 Francis Newton Thorpe, 2007-12 Reprint of the sole edition. Originally
published: Chicago: Callaghan & Company, 1901. Useful for its early twentieth-century Northern
perspective, Volumes I and II relate the framing and adoption of the Constitution and the first ten
amendments. Volume III recounts the history of the Civil War amendments. Francis Newton Thorpe
[1857-1926] was a Professor of American Constitutional History at the University of Pennsylvania
and the author of numerous works including The Spoils of Empire (1903), The Civil War: The
National View (1906) and The Federal and State Constitutions, Colonial Charters, and Other Organic
Laws of the State, Territories, and Colonies Now or Heretofore Forming the United States of
America (1909). The account of the formation and adoption of the Constitution and the early
amendments is very complete. The votes in the Constitutional Convention are carefully recorded, the
debates there and in the ratifying conventions fully summarized, and the sources of each provision
noted. The same method is pursued with all the amendments. --H.L.B., Harvard Law Review 14
(1900-01) 553
  constitutional history of the united states: Constitutional History of the United States as
Seen in the Development of American Law University of Michigan. Political Science Association,
1890
  constitutional history of the united states: Constitutional History of the United States
Nelson Case, 1904
  constitutional history of the united states: United States Constitutional History and Law
(Classic Reprint) Albert H. Putney, 2017-09-16 United States Constitutional History and Law is a text
written by Albert Putney, who was an accomplished academic, a lawyer, and a lecturer at the Illinois
College of Law. This title presents a detailed overview of the American constitution. United States
Constitutional History and Law is a celebration of the creation of the supreme law that is the very
foundation of the United States of America. Putney presents the reader with a detailed history of the
establishment of the constitution as well as an analysis of the document's most notable principles.
After a brief introduction, the author begins the examination in earnest. Putney commences by
detailing the political and legal history of the thirteen colonies prior to the first constitutional
convention. The book then details the convention and its major outcomes, and includes a lengthy
discussion of the division of powers between the states and the country as a whole. The separate
departments of the federal government are profiled, and the Bill of Rights is described in depth. The
book concludes with a history, up until 1908, of the amendments made to the constitution. United
States Constitutional History and Law is an exhaustive and exceptional history book. Putney was a
brilliant academic, and his deep knowledge of the subject matter shines through on every page of
this work. If you are seeking a book about the United States Constitution, this text is unmissable.



About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We
do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain
are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
  constitutional history of the united states: Constitutional History of the United States from
Their Declaration of Independence to the Close of Their Civil War George Ticknor Curtis, 1895
  constitutional history of the united states: Constitutional History of the United States
from Their Declaration of Independence to the Close of Their Civil War George Ticknor
Curtis, 1897
  constitutional history of the united states: The Constitutional History of the United
States Francis Newton Thorpe, 1901
  constitutional history of the united states: The Constitutional History of the United States
...: 1776-1826 Homer Carey Hockett, 1939
  constitutional history of the united states: A March of Liberty Melvin I. Urofsky, Paul
Finkelman, 2002 A March of Liberty: A Constitutional History of the United States is a clearly
written, comprehensive overview of American constitutional development. Covering the country's
history from the founding of the English colonies up through the latest decisions of the Supreme
Court, this two-volume work presents the most complete discussion of American constitutional
history currently available. Reflecting the latest in contemporary scholarship, the authors
successfully blend cases and court doctrines into the larger fabric of American political, economic,
and social history. They discuss in detail the great cases handed down by the Supreme Court,
showing how these cases played out in society and how constitutional growth parallels changes in
American culture. In addition, this two-volume set examines lesser-known decisions that played
important roles in affecting change, and also contains in-depth analyses of the intellects and
personalities of the Supreme Court justices who made these influential decisions. This second
edition of A March of Liberty addresses recent scholarship on race and gender, covers both
constitutional and legal history, and examines federal, state, and private law. The text exemplifies
the current trends in American constitutional history through its holistic approach of integrating the
decisions of the state and lower federal courts with the decisions of the Supreme Court. Volume II
addresses Reconstruction to the present and covers key issues including police power, criminal law,
income tax, child labor, desegregation, school prayer, and foreign policy. It also examines control
over issuing legal tender and control of and limits on conducting commerce. A March of Liberty
features useful supplemental materials including the text of the Constitution, a chronological list of
Supreme Court justices, and a detailed list of suggested further readings. Gracefully written and
clearly explained, this popular two-volume set is indispensable for courses in American
constitutional history and law--The publisher's description.
  constitutional history of the united states: The Constitutional History of the United States,
by Francis Newton Thorpe ... 1765-1895 Francis Newton Thorpe, 1901
  constitutional history of the united states: A Constitutional History of the United States
Andrew Cunningham McLaughlin, 1935
  constitutional history of the united states: American Constitutional History Jack Fruchtman,
2022-01-12 Reveals how the Constitution has evolved over the past 235 years, featuring updated
coverage of the 2020 presidential election and constitutional changes made by the Supreme Court
up to June 2021 American Constitutional History: A Brief Introduction, Second Edition presents a
concise and accessible history of the 235-year development of the Constitution since its ratification.
The book is organized around five distinct periods in U.S. history—the New Republic, the Slave
Republic, the Free-Market Republic, the Social Welfare Republic, and the Contemporary
Republic—to demonstrate the evolution of the American republic and its founding document over



time. With an engaging narrative approach, author Jack Fruchtman describes how constitutional
changes have occurred through both formal amendments and informal decisions by the president,
Congress, and the Supreme Court. Updated to cover the period from 2015 to 2021, the second
edition examines the controversial presidential election of 2020 in which Donald Trump, despite
losing the electoral and popular vote, claimed victory and espoused charges of widespread election
fraud. New coverage of the addition of Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh, and Amy Coney Barrett to
the Supreme Court is complemented by discussion of important decisions made after 2015, including
affirming same-sex marriage, a woman's right to abortion under certain circumstances, the right to
own and carry a firearm, and the central place of religious liberty in American society. This book
also: Highlights the Constitution's evolution through government regulation of the economy,
individual and civil rights, and executive power Reflects the evolution of constitutional changes
made by the Supreme Court up to June 2021 Discusses topics such as the ideological origins of the
U.S Constitution, the Civil War and Reconstruction, the civil rights movement, and growth of
executive power Includes chapter overviews, summaries, and descriptions of formal constitutional
amendments ratified by the states American Constitutional History: A Brief Introduction, Second
Edition is an excellent introductory textbook for upper-level undergraduate and graduate courses in
American history and political science and a must-read for general readers seeking insights into the
origins and evolution of the U.S. Constitution.
  constitutional history of the united states: Constitutional History of the United States T.
M. Colley, 2015-06-27 Excerpt from Constitutional History of the United States: As Seen in the
Development of American Law, a Course of Lectures Before the Political Science Association of the
Univerisity of Michigan The following lectures on constitutional law were delivered under the
auspices of the Political Science Association of the University of Michigan, in the months of March
and April, 1889. The thought occurred to Henry C. Adams, Ph.D., the president of that association
and Professor of Political Economy and Finance, that it would be of advantage to the students in the
various departments of the University, to hear a course of lectures on the constitutional law of the
United States historically considered. In accordance with the thought thus conceived this course was
planned, and the interest manifested in it from the beginning was such as to lead to the belief that
the publication of the lectures in permanent form would meet, in part, the wants of students of law
and of political science throughout the country. The subject to which the lectures relate, the
constitutional law of the United States, is a branch of jurisprudence which Chief-Justice Sharswood
declared to be peculiarly the pride and glory of our country; and it has been said with entire
propriety to be the specially characterizing part of our legal system. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works.
  constitutional history of the united states: A Short Constitutional History of the United
States Francis Newton Thorpe, 2013-09 This historic book may have numerous typos and missing
text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: ... APPENDIX THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. We The People of the United States, in
Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquillity, provide for the
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. Chisholm v.
Georgia, 2 Dall., 419; McCjallo h._r-_State_ef_MarjIand et al., 4 Wh., 316; Brown et als. v. Maryland,
12 Wh., 419; Barron v. The Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, 7 Pet., 243; Lane County . Oregon,
7 Wall., 71; Texas v. White et al., 7 Wall., 700. ARTICLE I. Section I. All legislative Powers herein



granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and
House of Representatives. Hayburn's Case (notes), a Dall., 409. Section 2. The House of
Representatives shall becomposed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the
several States and the Electors in each State The original draft of the Constitution, engrossed on five
sheets of parchment and signed by the framers, is preserved in the Department of State,
Washington, in a fireproof safe. It is in the custody of the Librarian and Keeper of the Rolls. A
facsimile, somewhat reduced, is given in Carson's, 100th Anniversary of the Constitution of the
United States, vol. i. shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch
of the State Legislature. In re Green, 134 U. S., 377. 2 No Person shall be a Representative who shall
not have attained to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he...
  constitutional history of the united states: Constitutional History of the United States,
from Their Declaration of Independence to the Close of Their Civil War George Ticknor
Curtis, 1974 Vol. 1 is a revision of the author's History of the origin, formation, and adoption of the
Constitution of the United States, first published 1854-58.
  constitutional history of the united states: Constitutional History of the United States
Thomas McIntyre Cooley, 2017-12 Excerpt from Constitutional History of the United States: As Seen
in the Development of American Law, a Course of Lectures Before the Political Science Association
of the Univerisity of Michigan Since we began the career of written constitutions, the wisest, most
learned, and scientific heads in France, Holland. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
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