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Center for College Access and Success: Empowering Students for Higher
Education

center for college access and success plays a pivotal role in shaping the
educational journeys of countless students across the country. These centers
serve as vital hubs that bridge the gap between high school and higher
education, helping students navigate the often complex process of college
admissions, financial aid, and academic preparedness. In an era where college
enrollment decisions can be overwhelming, the center for college access and
success provides personalized guidance, resources, and support to ensure that
every student has the tools they need to pursue their academic dreams.

What Is a Center for College Access and
Success?

At its core, a center for college access and success is an organization or
program dedicated to increasing college enrollment and completion rates,
especially among underrepresented or first-generation college students. These
centers often partner with schools, community organizations, and colleges to
deliver services that demystify higher education pathways. Their mission goes
beyond simply encouraging students to apply to college; they focus on
ensuring that students gain admission, secure financial aid, and successfully
transition into college life.

Key Services Offered

The services provided by these centers are comprehensive and tailored to
individual student needs. They typically include:

College Counseling: Personalized advising to help students select
colleges that align with their interests, goals, and academic profiles.

Financial Aid Assistance: Guidance on filling out the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), locating scholarships, and
understanding loan options.

Test Preparation: Support for standardized tests like the SAT, ACT, or
placement exams through workshops or tutoring.

Workshops and Seminars: Sessions on writing personal statements,
preparing for interviews, and navigating college applications.



Mentorship Programs: Connecting students with mentors who have
successfully navigated college, providing encouragement and real-world
advice.

These multifaceted supports ensure students are not only prepared to apply
but are also equipped to thrive once they enter college.

The Importance of Access and Equity in Higher
Education

One of the driving forces behind the establishment of centers for college
access and success is the persistent inequality in higher education. Students
from low-income families, minority backgrounds, and rural areas often face
systemic barriers that limit their opportunities for college enrollment and
graduation.

Bridging the Opportunity Gap

By offering targeted resources, these centers address disparities in
educational attainment. For example, first-generation college students may
lack family experience with the admissions process, making the support from a
center invaluable. Additionally, centers often provide culturally responsive
counseling that resonates with diverse student populations.

Encouraging Persistence and Completion

Access to college is just the beginning. The center for college access and
success also focuses on student retention and degree completion. Through
academic advising and support services, these centers help students overcome
challenges that could otherwise derail their studies.

How Students Can Benefit from a Center for
College Access and Success

If you’re a high school student or a parent wondering how to make the college
journey smoother, tapping into the resources of a center for college access
and success can be a game-changer.



Customized Support Tailored to Individual Goals

Unlike generic online resources, these centers provide hands-on, personalized
attention. Advisors take the time to understand each student’s interests,
strengths, and limitations, then offer tailored advice that increases the
likelihood of acceptance and success.

Demystifying Financial Aid and Scholarships

One of the most intimidating hurdles for many students is understanding how
to pay for college. Centers help break down the complexities of financial
aid, making the process less daunting and more accessible.

Building Confidence Through Preparation

Confidence can be a major factor in a student’s success. Through workshops on
essay writing, interview skills, and test-taking strategies, students gain
the tools and self-assurance needed to present their best selves to colleges.

Examples of Successful Initiatives and Programs

Across the country, several centers for college access and success have
demonstrated significant impacts on student outcomes. These programs often
collaborate with schools and districts to create seamless pathways to
college.

Community Partnerships and Local Engagement

Many centers work closely with local high schools, community colleges, and
nonprofits to extend their reach. They may organize college fairs, campus
visits, and summer bridge programs that prepare students for the transition
to college life.

Using Data to Track Progress

Effective centers leverage data analytics to monitor student progress from
application to graduation. This approach helps identify students who may need
additional support and enables continuous improvement in program offerings.



Tips for Students and Families Seeking College
Access Support

If you’re interested in utilizing a center for college access and success,
here are some practical tips to maximize the benefits:

Start Early: Engage with college access services as early as possible,1.
ideally by 9th or 10th grade, to build a strong foundation.

Be Open and Honest: Share your academic and personal goals with advisors2.
to receive the best guidance.

Take Advantage of Workshops: Participate in every seminar or prep3.
session offered to improve your skills and knowledge.

Follow Up Regularly: Maintain communication with your counselor to stay4.
on track with deadlines and requirements.

Explore Financial Options: Ask about all possible scholarships, grants,5.
and aid opportunities to minimize debt.

The Future of Centers for College Access and
Success

As education landscapes evolve with technological advancements and shifting
demographics, centers for college access and success are poised to adapt and
innovate. Virtual counseling, AI-driven application assistance, and expanded
outreach to rural or underserved areas are just a few directions these
centers are exploring.

By continuing to prioritize equity, personalized support, and comprehensive
resources, these centers will remain essential in helping students from all
backgrounds unlock the doors to higher education and lifelong success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Center for College Access and Success
(CCAS)?
The Center for College Access and Success (CCAS) is an organization dedicated
to improving college access and increasing the success rates of students from



underrepresented and low-income backgrounds through research, policy
advocacy, and program development.

How does the Center for College Access and Success
support students?
CCAS supports students by providing resources, guidance, and programs aimed
at helping them navigate the college application process, secure financial
aid, and succeed academically once enrolled.

What types of programs does the Center for College
Access and Success offer?
The Center offers mentorship programs, college readiness workshops, financial
aid counseling, and partnerships with schools and communities to enhance
college access and success for disadvantaged students.

Why is the work of the Center for College Access and
Success important?
CCAS addresses educational inequities by ensuring that all students,
regardless of background, have the opportunity and support needed to pursue
higher education and complete their degrees, which contributes to social
mobility and economic growth.

Can schools partner with the Center for College
Access and Success?
Yes, schools and educational institutions can partner with CCAS to implement
programs, access research, and receive training aimed at improving college
access and completion rates among their students.

What research does the Center for College Access and
Success conduct?
CCAS conducts research on barriers to college enrollment and completion,
effective intervention strategies, financial aid impact, and policies that
promote equitable access to higher education.

How can students or families get in touch with the
Center for College Access and Success?
Students and families can contact CCAS through their official website, where
they can find resources, program information, and contact details to receive
support and guidance for college access and success.



Additional Resources
Center for College Access and Success: Bridging the Gap to Higher Education

Center for college access and success initiatives have become increasingly
pivotal in addressing the persistent challenges faced by underrepresented and
economically disadvantaged students in pursuing higher education. These
centers, often embedded within educational institutions or operating as
independent organizations, strive to dismantle barriers to college
enrollment, retention, and completion. By offering a comprehensive suite of
services, including academic advising, financial aid guidance, and
mentorship, they aim to create equitable opportunities that broaden pathways
to postsecondary success.

As higher education landscapes grow more complex, the role of centers
dedicated to college access and success has expanded, responding to both
systemic inequities and evolving student needs. Their work intersects with
policy frameworks, community engagement, and institutional practices, making
them critical players in the national dialogue on educational equity. This
article explores the multifaceted functions of these centers, evaluates their
impact, and considers best practices that enhance their effectiveness.

Understanding the Role of the Center for
College Access and Success

The primary mission of a center for college access and success is to
facilitate students’ transition from high school to college, ensuring not
only enrollment but sustained academic achievement. Unlike traditional
college counseling, these centers adopt a holistic approach, recognizing that
obstacles extend beyond academics to include financial constraints, socio-
emotional factors, and informational deficits.

Core Services and Programs

Centers typically offer a range of programs designed to address various
dimensions of college access:

College Readiness Workshops: These sessions equip students with
essential skills, such as test preparation, application essay writing,
and time management.

Financial Aid Counseling: Navigating scholarships, grants, and loan
applications is often a major hurdle; centers provide personalized
guidance to demystify this process.



Mentorship and Peer Support: Connecting students with mentors who have
successfully navigated college increases motivation and provides
relatable role models.

Academic Advising and Tutoring: Targeted support helps students meet
prerequisite requirements and excel in challenging courses.

Family Engagement Initiatives: Recognizing the influential role of
families, centers often involve parents in information sessions to
create a supportive home environment.

By integrating these components, centers not only improve immediate college
entry rates but also contribute to longer-term persistence and degree
completion.

Target Populations and Equity Impact

Most centers focus on serving first-generation college students, low-income
families, and minority groups who statistically face lower college enrollment
and graduation rates. According to the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES), approximately 37% of first-generation students complete a
bachelor’s degree within six years, compared to 60% of students with college-
educated parents. Centers for college access and success aim to close this
gap by providing tailored resources that compensate for disparities in social
capital and informational access.

Evaluating the Effectiveness of College Access
Centers

Quantifying the impact of centers for college access and success requires
analyzing multiple metrics, from enrollment rates to retention and graduation
statistics. Research indicates that participation in these programs
correlates with higher college matriculation rates, particularly among
underrepresented demographics.

Data-Driven Outcomes

Studies conducted by organizations such as the National College Access
Network (NCAN) reveal that students engaged with access centers are
approximately 20% more likely to enroll in postsecondary education
immediately after high school. Moreover, tailored interventions that continue
post-enrollment—often referred to as “college success” services—have shown
improved retention rates by up to 15%.



However, disparities in resource allocation across regions and institutions
can affect program quality and reach. Urban centers often have more
comprehensive offerings compared to rural or underfunded areas, which may
limit the scalability of successes.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite their benefits, centers for college access and success face several
challenges:

Funding Constraints: Many centers rely on grant funding or donations,
which can be unpredictable and limit long-term planning.

Scalability Issues: Personalized services require significant staffing
and resources, complicating efforts to expand programs widely.

Data Collection and Evaluation: Inconsistent tracking of student
outcomes hampers the ability to measure effectiveness rigorously.

Addressing Non-Academic Barriers: While centers provide some socio-
emotional support, broader systemic issues such as housing insecurity or
healthcare access remain obstacles beyond their scope.

Recognizing these challenges is essential for stakeholders aiming to optimize
the impact of college access and success initiatives.

Best Practices and Innovative Approaches

Successful centers distinguish themselves through strategic partnerships,
comprehensive programming, and continuous improvement based on data analysis.

Collaborations with Schools and Community
Organizations

Integrating efforts with high schools, nonprofit organizations, and local
governments enhances resource sharing and outreach. For example, partnerships
with public schools enable early identification of at-risk students, allowing
centers to intervene proactively.



Leveraging Technology for Accessibility

The adoption of digital platforms has expanded the reach of college access
services. Virtual workshops, online financial aid calculators, and mobile
apps facilitate continuous engagement, especially critical during the
COVID-19 pandemic when in-person interactions were limited.

Holistic Support Models

Centers that adopt a cradle-to-career approach provide ongoing support beyond
college entry, including career counseling and alumni networking. This
continuity addresses the full spectrum of student needs and fosters sustained
success.

The Future of Centers for College Access and
Success

As the demand for higher education grows alongside rising costs, the
importance of centers dedicated to promoting equitable access will likely
intensify. Innovations in data analytics, increased federal and state funding
initiatives, and growing awareness of educational inequities position these
centers to evolve into more robust support systems.

Moreover, the integration of mental health services and culturally responsive
programming could further enhance their effectiveness. Continued advocacy for
policy reforms that reduce structural barriers remains integral to their
mission.

In summary, the center for college access and success represents a vital
mechanism in the broader effort to democratize higher education. Through
targeted interventions, collaborative frameworks, and adaptive strategies,
these centers work to ensure that students from all backgrounds have the
opportunity not just to attend college, but to thrive within it.

Center For College Access And Success

  center for college access and success: The State of College Access and Completion Laura W.
Perna, Anthony Jones, 2013-07-18 Despite decades of substantial investments by the federal
government, state governments, colleges and universities, and private foundations, students from
low-income families as well as racial and ethnic minority groups continue to have substantially lower
levels of postsecondary educational attainment than individuals from other groups. The State of
College Access and Completion draws together leading researchers nationwide to summarize the
state of college access and success and to provide recommendations for how institutional leaders

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/center-for-college-access-and-success.pdf


and policymakers can effectively improve the entire spectrum of college access and completion.
Springboarding from a seminar series organized by the Advisory Committee on Student Financial
Assistance, chapter authors explore what is known and not known from existing research about how
to improve student success. This much-needed book calls explicit attention to the state of college
access and success not only for traditional college-age students, but also for the substantial and
growing number of nontraditional students. Describing trends in various outcomes along the
pathway from college access to completion, this volume documents persisting gaps in outcomes
based on students’ demographic characteristics and offers recommendations for strategies to raise
student attainment. Graduate students, scholars, and researchers in higher education will find The
State of College Access and Completion to be an important and timely resource.
  center for college access and success: College Access and Opportunity Guide 2011 ,
  center for college access and success: University Access and Success Merridy
Wilson-Strydom, 2015-02-11 The challenge of widening access and participation in higher education
in a manner that ensures students are successful in their studies is a major issue globally and a
significant research-focus within higher education studies and higher education policy. Similarly, the
challenge of under-preparedness of students entering higher education has become increasingly
pertinent as universities in both developed and developing countries struggle to improve their
throughput rates in a context in which schooling no longer seems to provide sufficient preparation
for entering university. In this book Merridy Wilson-Strydom applies the capabilities approach to
better understand university access and participation and draws on a rich case study from South
Africa to critically and innovatively explore the complex and contradictory terrain of access with
success. The book integrates quantitative and qualitative research with theory and practical
application to provide a new framework for considering and improving the transition from school to
university. University Access and Success will appeal to academics and researchers in the field of
higher education internationally. The book also contributes to the growing body of international and
comparative scholarship on the capabilities approach in higher education and will therefore be of
value to higher education practitioners, such as those working in the promotion of teaching and
learning, higher education quality assurance, institutional research and student affairs.
  center for college access and success: Decision Making for Student Success Benjamin L.
Castleman, Saul Schwartz, Sandy Baum, 2015-03-12 Each year, many students with affordable
college options and the academic skills needed to succeed do not enroll at all, enroll at institutions
where they are not well-positioned for success, or drop out of college before earning a credential.
Efforts to address these challenges have included changes in financial aid policy, increased
availability of information, and enhanced academic support. This volume argues that the efficacy of
these strategies can be improved by taking account of contemporary research on how students make
choices. In Decision Making for Student Success, scholars from the fields of behavioral economics,
education, and public policy explore contemporary research on decision-making and highlight
behavioral insights that can improve postsecondary access and success. This exciting volume will
provide scholars, researchers, and higher education administrators with valuable perspectives and
low-cost strategies that they can employ to improve outcomes for underserved populations.
  center for college access and success: A Problem of Fit Phillip B. Levine, 2022-04-22 A
critical examination of the complex system of college pricing—how it works, how it fails, and how
fixing it can help both students and universities. How much does it cost to attend college in the
United States today? The answer is more complex than many realize. College websites advertise a
sticker price, but uncovering the actual price—the one after incorporating financial aid—can be
difficult for students and families. This inherent uncertainty leads some students to forgo applying to
colleges that would be the best fit for them, or even not attend college at all. The result is that
millions of promising young people may lose out on one of society’s greatest opportunities for social
mobility. Colleges suffer too, losing prospective students and seeing lower enrollments and less
socioeconomic diversity. If markets require prices to function well, then the American
higher-education system—rife as it is with ambiguity in its pricing—amounts to a market failure. In A



Problem of Fit, economist Phillip B. Levine explains why institutions charge the prices they do and
discusses the role of financial aid systems in facilitating—and discouraging—access to college.
Affordability issues are real, but price transparency is also part of the problem. As Levine makes
clear, our conversations around affordability and free tuition miss a larger truth: that the opacity of
our current college-financing systems is a primary driver of inequities in education and society. In a
clear-eyed assessment of educational access and aid in a post-COVID-19 economy, A Problem of Fit
offers a trenchant new argument for educational reforms that are well within reach.
  center for college access and success: Pathways to College Access Katherine L. Hughes,
2006 This book looks at the ways that credit-based transition programs (CBTPs) may help middle-
and low-achieving students enter and succeed in college. It highlights promising practices used by
CBTPs to help students who might have been considered non-college-bound prepare for college
credit course work. The book also discusses the challenges that credit-based transition programs
face when trying to include such students.
  center for college access and success: Piecing Together the Student Success Puzzle:
Research, Propositions, and Recommendations George D. Kuh, Jillian Kinzie, Jennifer A. Buckley,
Brian K. Bridges, John C. Hayek, 2011-10-13 Creating the conditions that foster student success in
college has never been more important. As many as four-fifths of high school graduates need some
form of postsecondary education to be economically self-sufficient and manage the increasingly
complex social, political, and cultural issues of the 21st century. But about 40 percent of those who
start college fail to earn a degree within 6 or 8 years, an unacceptably low number. This report
examines the complicated array of social, economic, cultural and educational factors related to
student success in college, defined as academic achievement, engagement in educationally
purposeful activities, satisfaction, acquisition of desired knowledge, skills and competencies,
persistence, and attainment of educational objectives. Although the trajectory for academic success
in college is established long before students matriculate, most institutions can do more than they
are at present to shape how students prepared for college and they they engage in productive
activities after they arrive. This is the 5th issue of the 32nd volume of the Jossey-Bass series ASHE
Higher Education Report. Each monograph is the definitive analysis of a tough higher education
problem, based on thorough research of pertinent literature and institutional experiences. Topics
are identified by a national survey. Noted practitioners and scholars are then commissioned to write
the reports, with experts providing critical reviews of each manuscript before publication.
  center for college access and success: Sunk Cost Jillian Berman, 2025-04-08 Exposes the
forgotten origins of the student loan system, how politicians have attempted to fix it, and the
life-altering damage borrowers face. Student-loan horror stories are a dime a dozen. But students
today are faced with a seemingly insurmountable paradox: Research consistently shows that the
clearest viable option to financial stability is a college degree. But if and when Americans decide to
pursue diplomas, student loan payments quickly follow, and even after securing full-time
employment, many borrowers struggle to make ends meet for years. In Sunk Cost, journalist Jillian
Berman explores how the nation’s student loan program went from a well-intentioned initiative
aimed at helping low- and middle-income students afford college to one that traps borrowers in
long-term debt. Berman interviewed dozens of borrowers and policymakers and dug into the
archives to unearth the true causes of the student loan problem. A couple of generations ago, policy
makers generously subsidized Americans’ college educations because they knew it would be
advantageous for the entire country: a more educated population meant better quality of life for all.
But today, higher education is viewed as an individual goal, so students and their families are
expected to be on the hook for it themselves. Berman explains how this enormous shift happened,
which industries benefit from it, and what it means for college-going Americans today. She shares
real-life stories of college graduates who are being crushed under some of the harshest
consequences of the student loan system. These borrowers pursued higher education in hopes of a
better life and yet some have been trapped in debt for decades, making it difficult to put food on the
table, much less imagine a life beyond debt. By connecting personal accounts to the policy history of



student loans, Berman makes clear that if American society continues to push students toward
higher education, but fails to truly subsidize it, the financial strain will become unbearable for all but
the most privileged. The current system is broken, but Berman proposes that significant changes are
possible, and will require political will from state lawmakers and Congress, along with a
philosophical shift, to tackle one of the largest consumer finance challenges of our time.
  center for college access and success: Handbook of Research in Education Finance and
Policy Helen F. Ladd, Margaret E. Goertz, 2014-12-17 Sponsored by the Association for Education
Finance and Policy (AEFP), the second edition of this groundbreaking handbook assembles in one
place the existing research-based knowledge in education finance and policy, with particular
attention to elementary and secondary education. Chapters from the first edition have been fully
updated and revised to reflect current developments, new policies, and recent research. With new
chapters on teacher evaluation, alternatives to traditional public schooling, and cost-benefit analysis,
this volume provides a readily available current resource for anyone involved in education finance
and policy. The Handbook of Research in Education Finance and Policy traces the evolution of the
field from its initial focus on school inputs and revenue sources used to finance these inputs, to a
focus on educational outcomes and the larger policies used to achieve them. Chapters show how
decision making in school finance inevitably interacts with decisions about governance,
accountability, equity, privatization, and other areas of education policy. Because a full
understanding of important contemporary issues requires inputs from a variety of perspectives, the
Handbook draws on contributors from a number of disciplines. Although many of the chapters cover
complex, state-of-the-art empirical research, the authors explain key concepts in language that
non-specialists can understand. This comprehensive, balanced, and accessible resource provides a
wealth of factual information, data, and wisdom to help educators improve the quality of education
in the United States.
  center for college access and success: Recruiting, Retaining, and Engaging African-American
Males at Selective Public Research Universities Louis A. Castenel, Tarek C. Grantham, Billy J.
Hawkins, 2018-06-01 A problematic, yet uncommon, assumption among many higher education
researchers is that recruitment, retention, and engagement of African-American males is relatively
similar and stable across all majority White colleges and universities. In fact, the harsh reality is that
selective public research universities (SPRUs) have distinctive academic cultures that increase the
difficulty of diversifying their faculty and student populations. This book will discuss how traditions
and elitist assumptions make it very difficult to recruit, retain, and engage African-American males.
The authors will examine these issues from multiple perspectives in three sections that highlight
research, policies and practices impacting the experiences of African American males, including
Pre-Collegiate Preparation, African American Male Student Athletes, and Undergraduate and
Graduate Considerations for African American Male Initiatives.
  center for college access and success: What's Luck Got to Do with It? Edward D. Kleinbard,
2021-01-08 In What's Luck Got To Do With It? renowned law professor Edward D. Kleinbard argues
that government's proper role is addressing the unfairness and injustice of brute luck. Considering
government expenditure as social insurance, Kleinbard demonstrates how the path to greater
economic growth, and a more equal sharing of that growth, lies in stronger government spending
policies.
  center for college access and success: Health Promotion for Children and Adolescents
Maya Rom Korin, 2016-08-11 This timely volume surveys the broad spectrum of interventions used
in health promotion, and shows how they may be tailored to the developmental needs of children and
adolescents. Its multilevel lifespan approach reflects concepts of public health as inclusive,
empowering, and aimed at long- and short-term well-being. Coverage grounds readers in theoretical
and ecological perspectives, while special sections spotlight key issues in social and behavioral
wellness, dietary health, and children and teens in the health care system. And in keeping with best
practices in the field, the book emphasizes collaboration with stakeholders, especially with the
young clients themselves. Among the topics covered: Child mental health: recent developments with



respect to risk, resilience, and interventions Health-related concerns among children and
adolescents with ADD/ADHD Preventing risky sexual behavior in adolescents Violence affecting
youth: pervasive and preventable Childhood and adolescent obesity Well-being of children in the
foster care system Health Promotion for Children and Adolescents is a necessary text for graduate
or advanced undergraduate courses in public health, education, medicine, psychology, health
education, social work, curriculum, nutrition, and public affairs. It is also important reading for
public health professionals; researchers in child health, health education, and child psychology;
policymakers in education and public health; and teachers.
  center for college access and success: A Better Future Jacqueline Bhabha, Wenona Giles,
Faraaz Mahomed, 2020-09-17 Policy makers, advocates and scholars have long concentrated on the
importance of equal access to primary and secondary education as a foundation for a democratic and
just society. Despite the growing importance of higher and specialist education in an increasingly
technological and skill-focused global market, tertiary education has attracted much less attention.
And yet, universities and colleges are epicentres of egregious disparities in access, which impinge
on traditionally marginalized communities, such as racial minorities, migrants, indigenous
populations, and people with disabilities. By drawing attention to this issue and assembling first-rate
material from scholars and policy makers across the globe, this book performs an invaluable service
for those interested in understanding and fighting a highly significant violation of educational
opportunity and social justice.
  center for college access and success: P-20 Partnerships Elizabeth E. Smith, 2021-03-31
Tracing the historical development of partnerships between schools, universities, and communities,
P-20 Partnerships: A Critical Examination of the Past and Future provides educators and
policymakers with a framework for understanding how partnerships originated and their potential
for the future. This book connects Dewey's lab schools, Goodlad's ideas about simultaneous renewal,
and Professional Development Schools with today's next-generation P-20 partnerships and
Cradle-to-Career networks. After examining the history and development of P-20 partnerships, we
are able to categorize partnerships into three different types, depending on the purpose of their
outcomes: partnerships to improve P-12 schools, partnerships to improve access to post-secondary
opportunities, and Research-Practice Partnerships. Rather than categorizing partnerships by their
activities and curricula, this book proposes that their goals for their students are what should define
these school systems.
  center for college access and success: The Completion Agenda in Community Colleges
Chris Baldwin, 2017-06-13 This book is intended to improve understanding about the complex issues
surrounding the national college completion agenda. By highlighting the origins of this agenda and
the dilemmas and opportunities it creates for community colleges, The Completion Agenda in
Community Colleges: What It Is, Why It Matters, And Where It’s Going describes the many
innovations underway nationally. The book is an effort to bridge gaps between practice, policy, and
research to provide the reader with a holistic view of community college response to the completion
agenda. While this agenda is a positive development it also raises some critical questions. What is
the appropriate balance between open access and ensuring more students earn a credential? What
can policymakers do to incent innovation among institutions without jeopardizing the strengths of
community colleges? In an era of constrained resources, how can colleges improve outcomes when
so many students enroll academically unprepared? And perhaps most importantly, how can we
collectively increase these outcomes while also ensuring that the credentials attained are high
quality and with labor market value?
  center for college access and success: A Dream Defaulted Jason N. Houle, Fenaba R. Addo,
2022-08-16 A Dream Defaulted explores how the student loan crisis disproportionately affects Black
borrowers and why rising student debt is both a cause and consequence of social inequality in the
United States. Jason N. Houle and Fenaba R. Addo offer a deft analysis of the growing financial
crisis in education, examining its sources and its impacts. Based on more than five years of ongoing
qualitative and quantitative research, this incisive work illustrates how the student loan system has



not benefited all students equally. The authors tell the story of how first-generation college students,
low-income students, and students of color are disadvantaged in two opposing phases of the process:
debt accumulation and debt repayment. They further demonstrate that policies intended to mitigate
financial burden and prevent default have failed to assist the people who most need help. Houle and
Addo present these social and racial disparities within a broader context, tracing how centuries of
institutionalized racism have contributed to social and economic inequities, perpetuating the racial
wealth gap and leading to intergenerational inequality. Through interviews with borrowers, they
illuminate the ways in which racial disparities affect who has college access, how and why people
take on debt, and who has the ability to repay student loan debt after leaving college. Recognizing
that the affordability crisis cannot be solved by higher education reform alone, Houle and Addo
consider solutions. They argue that policy must extend beyond debt reduction and financial aid to
address entrenched patterns of racial inequality and racial discrimination, both inside and outside
institutions of higher education.
  center for college access and success: Using Educational Centers to Enhance Student
Access and Success , 2008
  center for college access and success: Making College Work Harry J. Holzer, Sandy Baum,
2017-08-15 Practical solutions for improving higher education opportunities for disadvantaged
students Too many disadvantaged college students in America do not complete their coursework or
receive any college credential, while others earn degrees or certificates with little labor market
value. Large numbers of these students also struggle to pay for college, and some incur debts that
they have difficulty repaying. The authors provide a new review of the causes of these problems and
offer promising policy solutions. The circumstances affecting disadvantaged students stem both from
issues on the individual side, such as weak academic preparation and financial pressures, and from
institutional failures. Low-income students disproportionately attend schools that are underfunded
and have weak performance incentives, contributing to unsatisfactory outcomes for many students.
Some solutions, including better financial aid or academic supports, target individual students.
Other solutions, such as stronger linkages between coursework and the labor market and more
structured paths through the curriculum, are aimed at institutional reforms. All students, and
particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds, also need better and varied pathways both to
college and directly to the job market, beginning in high school. We can improve college outcomes,
but must also acknowledge that we must make hard choices and face difficult tradeoffs in the
process. While no single policy is guaranteed to greatly improve college and career outcomes,
implementing a number of evidence-based policies and programs together has the potential to
improve these outcomes substantially.
  center for college access and success: Improving Teaching, Learning, Equity, and Success in
Gateway Courses Andrew K. Koch, 2018-01-22 As long as there have been U. S. colleges and
universities, there have been entry courses that pose difficulties for students – courses that have
served more as weeding-out rather than gearing-up experiences for undergraduates. This volume
makes the case that the weed-out dynamic is no longer acceptable – if it ever was. Contemporary
postsecondary education is characterized by vastly expanded access for historically underserved
populations of students, and this new level of access is coupled withincreased scrutiny of retention
and graduation outcomes. Chapters in this volume define and explore issues in gateway courses and
provide various examples of how to improve teaching, learning and outcomes in these foundational
components of the undergraduateexperience. This is the 180th volume of the Jossey-Bass quarterly
report series New Directions for Higher Education. Addressed to presidents, vice presidents, deans,
and other higher education decision makers on all kinds of campuses, it provides timely information
and authoritative advice about major issues and administrative problems confronting every
institution.
  center for college access and success: Power, Legal Education, and Law School Cultures
Meera Deo, Mindie Lazarus-Black, Elizabeth Mertz, 2019-10-10 There is a myth that lingers around
legal education in many democracies. That myth would have us believe that law students are



admitted and then succeed based on raw merit, and that law schools are neutral settings in which
professors (also selected and promoted based on merit) use their expertise to train those students to
become lawyers. Based on original, empirical research, this book investigates this myth from myriad
perspectives, diverse settings, and in different nations, revealing that hierarchies of power and
cultural norms shape and maintain inequities in legal education. Embedded within law school
cultures are assumptions that also stymie efforts at reform. The book examines hidden pedagogical
messages, showing how presumptions about theory’s relation to practice are refracted through the
obfuscating lens of curricula. The contributors also tackle questions of class and market as they
affect law training. Finally, this collection examines how structural barriers replicate injustice even
within institutions representing themselves as democratic and open, revealing common dynamics
across cultural and institutional forms. The chapters speak to similar issues and to one another
about the influence of context, images of law and lawyers, the political economy of legal education,
and the agency of students and faculty.
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