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Armed Struggle History of the IRA: A Deep Dive into Decades of Conflict

armed struggle history of the ira is a complex and often controversial topic
that has shaped the political and social landscape of Ireland and the United
Kingdom for much of the 20th century. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) is most
famously known for its long-running campaign to end British rule in Northern
Ireland and to unify Ireland as an independent republic. But understanding
the armed struggle history of the IRA requires delving into its origins,
motivations, key events, and the shifting strategies that defined its
decades-long conflict. This article aims to provide an engaging and
informative overview of this turbulent chapter in Irish history.

Origins and Early Years of the IRA

The roots of the IRA trace back to the early 20th century, particularly to
the Irish War of Independence (1919-1921). The original Irish Republican Army
emerged as the military wing of the Irish nationalist movement, fighting
against British forces to achieve Irish independence. This guerilla campaign
was marked by ambushes, sabotage, and hit-and-run tactics designed to wear
down British control.

The Split and the Birth of Modern IRA Factions

After the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921, which established the Irish Free State
but left Northern Ireland under British rule, the IRA fractured. The treaty
sparked a bitter civil war in Ireland between pro- and anti-treaty forces.
The anti-treaty IRA never fully accepted the partition of Ireland, and from
this division emerged various factions over the decades. The most prominent
among these was the Provisional IRA, which came to the fore in the late
1960s.

The Provisional IRA and the Troubles

The modern phase of the armed struggle history of the IRA is inseparable from
the period known as "The Troubles," a violent conflict that lasted from the
late 1960s until the late 1990s. The Provisional IRA (PIRA) was formed in
1969 as a response to growing sectarian violence and perceived discrimination
against the Catholic nationalist community in Northern Ireland.



Goals and Tactics

The Provisional IRA sought to end British presence in Northern Ireland and
achieve Irish reunification. Its armed campaign included bombings,
assassinations, and attacks on British military and security forces. The IRA
also targeted economic and political infrastructure, aiming to disrupt normal
life and pressure the British government to negotiate.

Key Events and Milestones

Several significant events marked the armed struggle history of the IRA
during The Troubles:

e The 1972 Bloody Sunday: British soldiers shot 26 unarmed civil rights
protesters in Derry, killing 14. This event intensified IRA recruitment
and support.

e The 1981 Hunger Strikes: IRA prisoners protested against the removal of
special category status, leading to the deaths of 10 hunger strikers,
including Bobby Sands, which drew international attention.

e The Brighton Hotel Bombing (1984): An assassination attempt on the
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and her cabinet, highlighting
the IRA’s reach into mainland Britain.

Political Dimensions and the Peace Process

While the IRA’s armed campaign dominated headlines for decades, its history
is also intertwined with political efforts to resolve the conflict. Sinn
Féin, the political party historically linked to the IRA, gradually moved
toward political engagement and away from violence.

Shift from Armed Struggle to Political Negotiations

By the late 1980s and early 1990s, it became clear that a purely military
approach was unsustainable. The IRA maintained ceasefires at various points,
allowing Sinn Féin to participate in peace talks. The culmination of these
efforts was the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, which established a power-sharing
government in Northern Ireland and set a framework for disarmament.



The Role of Disarmament

One of the most critical aspects of ending the armed struggle was the
decommissioning of IRA weapons. Independent international bodies verified the
process, which was essential in building trust among communities and
governments involved in the peace process.

Understanding the Legacy of the Armed Struggle

The armed struggle history of the IRA remains a deeply sensitive subject. For
many, it symbolizes a fight for national self-determination and resistance
against oppression. For others, it represents a period marked by violence,
loss, and division.

Impact on Northern Ireland and Beyond

The conflict left thousands dead and many more injured, creating scars that
still affect Northern Irish society. However, it also led to political and
social reforms that have paved the way for relative peace and cooperation
between communities.

Lessons from the IRA’s Armed Struggle

The IRA’s history offers valuable insights into the dynamics of insurgency,
the challenges of balancing military and political strategies, and the
importance of dialogue in resolving deeply rooted conflicts.

e Insurgency Tactics: The IRA demonstrated how guerrilla warfare could
challenge a stronger conventional military through targeted attacks and
community support.

* Political Engagement: The eventual shift toward political negotiation
underscores the necessity of inclusive dialogue in conflict resolution.

e Community Impact: Long-term conflicts deeply affect civilian
populations, emphasizing the need for reconciliation and healing.

The armed struggle history of the IRA is a testament to the complexities of
nationalist movements, the costs of conflict, and the possibilities for peace
when opposing sides commit to dialogue and compromise. While the guns have
largely fallen silent, the echoes of this struggle continue to influence
Ireland and the United Kingdom today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary goal of the IRA's armed
struggle?

The primary goal of the IRA's armed struggle was to end British rule in
Northern Ireland and to unify Ireland as a single independent republic.

When did the IRA's armed struggle, known as the
Troubles, predominantly take place?

The Troubles predominantly took place from the late 1960s until the Good
Friday Agreement in 1998.

What tactics did the IRA use during their armed
campaign?

The IRA used guerrilla warfare tactics including bombings, assassinations,
ambushes, and sabotage targeting British security forces and infrastructure.

How did the IRA's armed struggle impact Northern
Ireland's political landscape?

The IRA's armed struggle led to decades of violent conflict but also
eventually paved the way for political negotiations and the peace process
culminating in the Good Friday Agreement.

What was the significance of the Good Friday
Agreement for the IRA?

The Good Friday Agreement in 1998 marked a ceasefire and the beginning of the
IRA's decommissioning of weapons, signaling an end to their armed campaign
and a commitment to achieving goals through peaceful political means.

Additional Resources

Armed Struggle History of the IRA: An In-Depth Analysis of Conflict and
Ideology

armed struggle history of the ira encapsulates a complex and turbulent
chapter in Irish and British history, marked by decades of political unrest,
sectarian conflict, and strategic violence. The Irish Republican Army (IRA),
in its various forms, has been a central actor in the pursuit of Irish
republicanism—aiming for the end of British rule in Northern Ireland and the
reunification of Ireland. This article provides a detailed examination of the



armed struggle history of the IRA, exploring its origins, evolution, tactics,
and the broader socio-political context that shaped its campaigns.

Origins and Early Armed Campaigns of the IRA

The roots of the IRA trace back to the early 20th century, emerging from the
Irish Volunteers formed in 1913. This paramilitary group played a crucial
role in the 1916 Easter Rising against British rule. Following the Irish War
of Independence (1919-1921), the IRA was formally established as the military
wing of the Irish republican movement. However, the signing of the Anglo-
Irish Treaty in 1921, which partitioned Ireland and created Northern Ireland,
led to internal divisions and civil war.

During the early decades, the IRA engaged sporadically in armed actions aimed
at undermining British authority in Northern Ireland. The armed struggle
history of the IRA during this period was characterized by guerrilla tactics,
ambushes, and bombings, often targeting British forces and symbols of British
governance. The IRA’'s operations were constrained by limited resources,
fluctuating public support, and strong opposition from both British and Irish
governments.

The Post-War Period and the Border Campaign

In the late 1940s and 1950s, the IRA initiated the Border Campaign
(1956-1962), seeking to destabilize Northern Ireland through a series of
attacks on police barracks and infrastructure along the border. Despite some
initial successes, the campaign failed to gain widespread support and was
eventually called off. The armed struggle history of the IRA during this era
highlights the difficulties faced by paramilitary groups in maintaining
prolonged insurgencies without substantial political backing or international
recognition.

The Troubles: The Height of the IRA Armed
Campaign

The most significant and widely studied phase in the armed struggle history
of the IRA is undoubtedly the period known as the Troubles, spanning from the
late 1960s to 1998. This conflict erupted amid escalating sectarian tensions
between mostly Catholic nationalists/republicans and Protestant
unionists/loyalists in Northern Ireland.



The Provisional IRA Emerges

In 1969, amidst civil rights protests and violent clashes, the original IRA
split into the Official IRA and the Provisional IRA (PIRA). The Provisional
IRA adopted a more militant stance, committing to armed struggle as the
primary means to achieve Irish reunification. The PIRA’s campaign involved
bombings, assassinations, and ambushes against British security forces,
loyalist paramilitaries, and economic targets.

The armed struggle history of the IRA during the Troubles is marked by
numerous high-profile incidents, such as the Bloody Sunday massacre in 1972,
where British soldiers killed unarmed civil rights protesters, exacerbating
the conflict and bolstering IRA recruitment. The PIRA strategically used
urban guerrilla warfare, roadside bombs, and sniper attacks, alongside a
sophisticated propaganda campaign to sustain its cause.

Impact on Civilian Life and Society

The IRA’s armed campaign profoundly affected civilian populations on both
sides of the sectarian divide. Bombings in cities like Belfast and London led
to significant loss of life and widespread fear. The conflict caused deep
social fragmentation, economic disruption, and a heavy security presence,
including internment without trial and heavy surveillance.

While the IRA claimed to be fighting for the nationalist community’s rights
and freedom, many critics condemned the use of violence and the targeting of
civilians. This duality is a defining feature of the armed struggle history
of the IRA-simultaneously a liberation movement and a source of intense
controversy.

Shifts in Strategy and the Move Toward Peace

By the late 1980s and early 1990s, the political landscape surrounding the
IRA's armed struggle began to shift. The emergence of Sinn Féin, the
political wing associated with the IRA, as a key player in peace negotiations
signaled a significant strategic evolution.

The Role of Political Dialogue

While the Provisional IRA continued armed operations into the 1990s, there
was a growing recognition among its leadership that a military victory was
unlikely. The armed struggle history of the IRA during this phase is
characterized by a dual approach: sustained armed actions coupled with
increased political engagement.



This shift culminated in the 1994 IRA ceasefire, which paved the way for the
1998 Good Friday Agreement. The Agreement established a power-sharing
government in Northern Ireland and laid the foundation for the IRA’s
decommissioning of weapons—a critical step toward ending the armed conflict.

Decommissioning and the Legacy of Armed Struggle

The decommissioning process, verified by international observers, marked a
formal end to the IRA’s armed campaign. Yet, splinter groups such as the Real
IRA and Continuity IRA rejected the ceasefire, continuing militant activities
on a smaller scale. The legacy of the armed struggle history of the IRA
remains contentious, influencing ongoing political discourse and community
relations in Northern Ireland.

Analyzing the Armed Struggle: Tactics, Impact,
and Controversies

The IRA’s armed struggle history encompasses a variety of tactics, from
guerrilla warfare and bombings to political assassinations. The use of
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and urban warfare tactics demonstrated a
high level of operational sophistication. However, these tactics often
blurred the lines between combatants and civilians, raising ethical and legal
guestions.

e Pros of Armed Struggle: Mobilized nationalist sentiment, pressured
political actors, and drew international attention to the Irish
question.

e Cons of Armed Struggle: Loss of innocent lives, entrenchment of
sectarian divisions, and prolonged instability.

Comparatively, the IRA’s armed struggle can be situated alongside other
nationalist insurgencies worldwide, such as the Basque ETA or the Palestinian
Liberation Organization, sharing similarities in motivation, tactics, and
challenges.

International Influence and Media Coverage

The armed struggle history of the IRA was also shaped by international
dynamics. The United States, for example, became a significant source of
financial and political support for the republican cause. Moreover, global
media coverage played a pivotal role, influencing public opinion and



diplomatic pressure.

Continuing Relevance in Contemporary Northern
Ireland

Though the IRA officially ended its armed campaign decades ago, its history
continues to influence contemporary Northern Ireland. Issues of identity,
policing, and political representation remain deeply intertwined with the
legacy of the armed struggle.

Efforts at reconciliation and peacebuilding often confront the lingering
mistrust rooted in decades of conflict. Understanding the armed struggle
history of the IRA is therefore essential not only for historical scholarship
but also for navigating present and future challenges in the region.

The IRA’'s armed struggle remains a powerful lens through which to examine the
intersections of ideology, violence, and political change. Its history serves
as a reminder of the complexities inherent in conflicts driven by historical
grievances and competing nationalisms.

Armed Struggle History Of The Ira

armed struggle history of the ira: Armed Struggle Richard English, 2005 Looks at the history
of the Irish Republican Army, from the 1916 Easter Rising until the present day, discussing such
topics as the IRA's core beliefs and philosophy, the partition of Ireland, and the split of the IRA.

armed struggle history of the ira: The IRA and Armed Struggle Rogelio Alonso, 2007-03-12
The IRA is one of the oldest terrorist organizations in the world and conducted a ferociously violent
campaign for almost thirty years. Now deeply enmeshed in the Northern Ireland peace process,
Rogelio Alonso asks why one of the bloodiest terrorist movements of our time decide to swap
weapons for the ballot box? Based on over seventy interviews conducted with former and existing
members of the IRA, Alonso also provides a rigorous evaluation of the personal and political
consequences of the IRA’s campaign of violence. The analysis of these interviews radically
challenges the dominant academic analysis of Irish terrorism. This book includes a strong criticism
of the armed struggle constructed around the discourse of those who waged it and answers the
question faced by many armed revolutionary movements: ‘Was the war worth it?” Translated from
the critically acclaimed Matar por Irlanda and available in English for the first time, this is a
provocative and new approach to understanding the IRA. It is essential reading for readers and
researchers with an interest in Irish politics and history, terrorism and political violence.

armed struggle history of the ira: The IRA and Armed Struggle Rogelio Alonso, 2007 The IRA
is one of the oldest terrorist organizations in the world and conducted a ferociously violent campaign
for almost thirty years. Now deeply enmeshed in the Northern Ireland peace process, Rogelio Alonso
asks why one of the bloodiest terrorist movements of our time decide to swap weapons for the ballot
box? Based on over seventy interviews conducted with former and existing members of the IRA,
Alonso also provides a rigorous evaluation of the personal and political consequences of the IRA's
campaign of violence. The analysis of these interviews radically challenges the dominant academic
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analysis of Irish terrorism. This book includes a strong criticism of the armed struggle constructed
around the discourse of those who waged it and answers the question faced by many armed
revolutionary movements: ‘Was the war worth it?' Translated from the critically acclaimed Matar por
Irlanda and available in English for the first time, this is a provocative and new approach to
understanding the IRA. It is essential reading for readers and researchers with an interest in Irish
politics and history, terrorism and political violence.

armed struggle history of the ira: The IRA James C. Dingley, 2012-10-02 Authored by an
individual with 30 years of experience studying terrorism as well as access to the most senior
counter-terrorist army and police officers combating the IRA, this book provides the first complete
analysis of the world's premier terrorist group to explain them in ideological as well as operational
terms. The IRA: The Irish Republican Army begins by examining the historical background to the
development of the IRA, the group's basic ideology, and its aims and objectives. The second part of
the book concentrates on the IRA—specifically the Provisional IRA—as a contemporary phenomenon,
explaining its organization, how it operates, who joins the IRA, and why. The book explores how the
IRA was formed from a Romantic reaction against modernity, and is an expression of a vehement
rejection of the liberal, individualist, and scientific values of the Enlightenment. The IRA's
attachment to violence almost as an end in itself, its conflation of Catholicism with Irish-ness, its
rejection of big-business for peasant-proprietor economics, and its disregard for individual rights in
pursuit of group rights is explained in terms of the groups' scholastic Catholicism foundation. For
academic audiences in Irish studies, politics, sociology, history, and security and defense studies, as
well as professional security forces and interested general readers with an interest in current affairs,
this book supplies a wholly new perspective on both the IRA and terrorism in general.

armed struggle history of the ira: Routledge Companion to UK Counter Terrorism
Andrew Staniforth, 2013 The United Kingdom has long been an island under siege from terrorists
who believe they can advance their aims through acts of violence. Protecting the public from the
excesses of extremism remains the primary responsibility of government. For over a century Special
Branch, MI5 and MI6 have prevented terrorist atrocities and have pursued those who wish to
destroy the United Kingdom's free and democratic way of life. Yet, despite developing one of the
world’s most sophisticated security architectures, successful terrorist attacks have occurred with
alarming regularity. For the very first time, this new volume explores the evolution of
counter-terrorism practice in the United Kingdom, brought to life with dramatic case studies and
personal insider accounts provided by leading policy makers, prosecutors and counter-terrorism
practitioners who openly reveal the challenges and operational reality of countering contemporary
terrorist threats. From the troubles in Northern Ireland to the al Qa’ida inspired genre of
international terrorism, this volume plots the trajectory of counter-terrorism policy and practice
exploring the events that have served to change the course of civil protection. This unique title is
enriched by leading academic perspectives providing analysis of counter-terrorism responses and
identifies lessons to be learned from the past, the present, as well as exploring the terrorist threats
of the future to be tackled by the next generation of counter-terrorism practitioners. This accessible
and authoritative volume is required reading for all in authority and academia who are concerned
with national security, counter-terrorism and the law, as well as those with a vested interest in the
preservation of human rights, the protection of civil liberties and democracy itself.

armed struggle history of the ira: From Conflict to Peace. Rehabilitation Process in the Phase
of Transforming Conflict - The Case of Northern Ireland Yusuf Cinar, 2018-07-09 The problem of
Northern Ireland is a struggle for sharing power between the Catholics and the Protestants. The
structural and basic reasons of the problem have played a very important role in the evolution of it
towards civil war. The most important basic reason underlying it is mutual distrust between parties
in Northern Ireland. On this regard, some necessary steps are to be taken for the stability of the
peaceful environment established after the conflict. The normalization of the society and the making
of the relations between groups transparent, constitute the rehabilitation process itself.
Rehabilitation process ensures the continuation of confidence building in schools, helps with the



matter of winning future generations, and also plays an important role in ensuring confidence
building in institutions. In sum the subject of this study is addressing the contributions of the
rehabilitation as the protection of peace, to the social reconciliation process as formed by the
societies living in Northern Ireland; and its continuation by discussing the rehabilitation process
with reference to the example of Northern Ireland in the phase of transforming conflict. One of the
main research questions of this study is to present the contribution of the rehabilitation process on
peace within the context of conflict administration. In the first part of this book, the stage of
rehabilitation in the development process of conflict administration is discussed. In the second part
of this book, the structural reasons of conflict will be approached and Belfast Agreement, which can
be described as a reconciliation document of parties, will be analysed. The third part is focused on
how the results of the application of rehabilitation activities that are foreseen in the in the process of
transforming the problem of Northern Ireland are obtained.

armed struggle history of the ira: Official Irish Republicanism, 1962 to 1972 Sean Swan,
2007-06 A history of the Official Irish Republican movement, from the IRA's 1962 ceasefire to the
Official IRA's permanent ceasefire in 1972. The civil rights movement, the outbreak of violence in
August 1969, the links with the communist party, the Official IRA's campaign, the ceasefire, and
later developments towards 'Sinn Fein the Workers' Party', are explored. This book is the first
in-depth study of this crucial period in the history of Irish republicanism. Using his unprecedented
access to the internal documents of the movement and interviews with key participants Swan's work
will transform our understanding of this transformative period in the history of the movement.,
Henry Patterson, Author of 'The Politics of Illusion: A Political History of the IRA' and 'Ireland Since
1939'. There is much fascinating material ... and also much good sense., Richard English, Author of
'‘Armed Struggle, A History of the IRA' and 'Radicals and the Republic: Socialist Republicanism in the
Irish Free State'.

armed struggle history of the ira: 32 Counties Kieran Allen, 2021-04-20 'This is Irish history
seen anew, from below, bristling with practical lessons for working-class struggle today' - Eamonn
McCann The 32 counties of Ireland were divided through imperial terror and gerrymandering.
Partition was borne from a Tory strategy to defend the British Empire and has spawned a ‘carnival
of reaction’ in Irish politics ever since. Over the last 100 years, conservative forces have dominated
both states offering religious identity as a diversion from economic failures and inequality. Through
a sharp analysis of the history of partition, Kieran Allen rejects the view that the 'two cultures' of
Catholic and Protestant communities lock people into permanent antagonism. Instead, the sectarian
states have kept its citizens divided through political and economic measures like austerity,
competition for reduced services and low wages. Overturning conventional narratives, 32 Counties
evokes the tradition of James Connolly and calls for an Irish unity movement from below to unite the
North and the Republic into a secular, socialist and united Ireland.

armed struggle history of the ira: Political Ideology in Ireland Olivier Coquelin, Patrick
Galliou, Thierry Robin, 2020-10-27 First delivered as part of an international conference held at
Brest University in November 2007—under the aegis of the Centre de Recherche Bretonne et
Celtique (CRBC)—, this collection of essays essentially aims at interrogating history in order to
better understand the political and ideological complexity of early XXIst-century Ireland. This
complexity reflects, in many respects, Ireland’s uniqueness among the Western European nations.
Some of the multiple persuasions within the gamut of Irish political ideology, from the
Enlightenment to the present, are thus explored from diverse angles of approach—dialectical,
taxonomic, theoretical, practical, individual, collective—, and through a diverse range of
disciplines—human sciences, political science, social sciences, literature, philosophy and art
history—and themes—from Jonathan Swift’s rhetorical complexity to the evolution of Irish
republicanism after 9/11, including the reassessment of Daniel O’Connell’s political ideology,
Owenism in Ireland, Oscar Wilde’s socialistic ideology, the ideological development of the
Republican and Loyalist prisoners... This unique collection of essays, far from being a static
historiographical description, provides food for thought and sheds light on the fascinating




ambivalent dynamics lying at the heart of the building process of a modern nation resulting from the
aggregate of individual will, collective ideals and Zeitgeist. The impressive variety of issues raised by
authors of diverse origins (United States, Ireland, Britain, France), including leading experts in the
above-mentioned areas (Richard English, Robert Mahony, Jonathan Tonge, Kieran Allen, John Sloan,
Christopher Murray, Vincent Geoghegan...), therefore, widely contributes to the fact that the
present book will be intellectually stimulating and enlightening, at least as an introduction, for all
the students and scholars of Irish studies and other related disciplines.

armed struggle history of the ira: The Origins and Rise of Dissident Irish
Republicanism John F. Morrison, 2013-12-19 Throughout its history the Irish Republican
Movement has been beset by splits. The former paramilitary and author Brendan Behan famously
quipped that, 'The first thing on the agenda was always the split.' In this in-depth research Morrison
analyses the splits through his extensive range of interviews with leadership and rank and file
members of the political and paramilitary wings of the Movement. This timely analysis shows how
the splits have both aided the politicization of Sinn Fein and the Provisional IRA while in parallel
they have brought about the recent intensification of dissident Republican paramilitary activity. He
charts the rise of groups including the Real IRA, Continuity IRA and the newly emerging 'New IRA.'
By applying his unique process model of splits Morrison provides an insightful analysis of this
long-lasting terrorist movement.

armed struggle history of the ira: Roots of Counterterrorism Affiliated Researcher at the
Institute of Security and Global Affairs Faculty of Governance and Global Affairs Constant Willem
Hijzen, Constant Willem Hijzen, 2024-11-05 Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, much of the
counterterrorism literature has focused on costly and ineffective approaches, losing sight of
productive strategies from eras past. Roots of Counterterrorism revives the narratives from the
Dutch domestic security service Binnenlandse Veiligheidsdienst (BVD) from 1968-78, a period of
turbulence that lasted until the Dutch regained political stability. Using newly declassified primary
sources, Constant Willem Hijzen shows that a goal of large-scale prevention was not as effective as
focusing on suspected perpetrators of attacks. The book introduces a new way of analyzing the
dynamics of counterterrorism, shedding light on contemporary wisdom from Dutch intelligence
history.

armed struggle history of the ira: Use of Force in Countering Terrorism M. Ugur Ersen, C
Ozen, 2010 This is a valuable resource for all those interested in multinational efforts to combat the
threat of global terrorism --Book Jacket.

armed struggle history of the ira: John Hume and the revision of Irish nationalism P. ].
McLoughlin, 2013-01-18 The book, available at last in paperback, explores the politics of the most
important Irish nationalist leader of his generation, and one of the most influential figures of
twentieth-century Ireland: the Nobel Peace Prize winner, John Hume. Given his central role in the
reformulation of Irish nationalist ideology, and the vital part which he played in drawing violent
republicanism into democratic politics, the book shows Hume to be one of the chief architects of the
Northern Ireland peace process, and a key figure in the making of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement.
At the same time, it considers Hume'’s failure in what he stated to be his foremost political objective:
the conciliation of the two communities in Northern Ireland. The book is essential reading for
specialists on Irish history and politics, but will also be of interest to academics and practitioners
working in other regions of political and ethnic conflict. In addition, it will appeal to readers seeking
to understand the crucial role played by Hume in modernising Irish nationalist thinking, and
bringing peace to Northern Ireland.

armed struggle history of the ira: Transitional Justice and the ‘Disappeared’ of Northern
Ireland Lauren Dempster, 2019-06-11 This book employs a transitional justice lens to address the
‘disappearances’ that occurred during the Northern Ireland conflict - or “Troubles’ - and the
post-conflict response to these ‘disappearances.” Despite an extensive literature around ‘dealing
with the past’ in Northern Ireland, as well as a substantial body of scholarship on ‘disappearances’
in other national contexts, there has been little scholarly scrutiny of ‘disappearances’ in post-conflict



Northern Ireland. Although the Good Friday Agreement brought relative peace to Northern Ireland,
no provision was made for the establishment of some form of overarching truth and reconciliation
commission aimed at comprehensively addressing the legacy of violence. Nevertheless, a mechanism
to recover the remains of the ‘disappeared’ - the Independent Commission for the Location of
Victims’ Remains (ICLVR) - was established, and has in fact proven to be quite effective. As a result,
the reactions of key constituencies to the ‘disappearances’ can be used as a prism through which to
comprehensively explore issues of relevance to transitional justice scholars and practitioners.
Pursuing an interdisciplinary approach, and based on extensive empirical research, this book
provides a multifaceted exploration of the responses of these constituencies to the practice of
‘disappearing.’ It engages with transitional justice themes including silence, memory, truth,
acknowledgement, and apology. Key issues examined include the mobilisation efforts of families of
the ‘disappeared,’ efforts by a (former) non-state armed group to address its legacy of violence, the
utility of a limited immunity mechanism to incentivise information provision, and the interplay
between silence and memory in the shaping of a collective, societal understanding of the
‘disappeared.’

armed struggle history of the ira: Terrorist Financing and Resourcing ]. Vittori,
2011-02-14 A primer to terrorist financing and resourcing, this book examines what terrorist
organizations must acquire in order to survive and operate, and describes the various means used to
meet these needs. It also observes how terrorism financing and resourcing has evolved since the
beginning of the Age of Modern Terrorism.

armed struggle history of the ira: Psychosocial Stress in Immigrants and in Members of
Minority Groups as a Factor of Terrorist Behavior M. Finklestein, K. Dent-Brown, 2008-09-09
On one hand immigration is encouraged and on the other the rights and obligations of newcomers in
a country are not always clear. Creating a theoretical link between concepts and terms allied to
immigration and terrorism is based on worldwide evidence. This book helps in understanding the
etiology of terrorism and what to do to prevent it.

armed struggle history of the ira: Transforming Violent Political Movements Kevin E.
Grisham, 2014-03-21 This book explores the factors that influence violent rebellious political
organisations to transform into other entities, such as political parties, criminal organisations and
terrorist organisations. From the end of the Second World War until 1990, many events in the world
centred on the bipolar struggle between the United States and the USSR. Although there were
numerous civil wars occurring during the Cold War era, many of these conflicts went virtually
unnoticed unless they were linked to the Cold War struggle for ideological dominance. In the
aftermath of the fall of the Soviet Union, the number of intra-state conflicts was prevalent around
the globe. Along with the occurrence of civil wars, a variety of violent political movements also
developed. Examining cases from Latin America, Africa, Europe, and Asia, this book addresses how
violent political movements transform during and after conflict into new types of organisations using
the collective political violence transformative (CPVT) model. The study uses a combination of
pre-existing literature from the fields of sociology and political science, archival research, and
interviews with movement members (former and active) conducted by the author. In studying the
Provisional IRA and Sinn Féin, the Spear of the Nation (MK) and the African National Congress
(ANC), the Abu Sayyaf Group and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP),
Transforming Violent Political Movements paints a picture of organisations that have to respond to
their environments to survive. This book will be of much interest to students of political violence,
terrorism, war and conflict studies, security studies and IR.

armed struggle history of the ira: Kilmichael Eve Morrison, 2022-04-26 The Kilmichael
Ambush of 28 November 1920 was and remains one of the most famous, successful - and uniquely
controversial - IRA attacks of the Irish War of Independence. This book is the first comprehensive
account of both the ambush and the intense debates that followed. It explores the events, memory
and historiography of the ambush, from 1920 to the present day, within a wider framework of
interwar European events, global ‘memory wars’ and current scholarship relating to Irish, British,



oral and military history. Kilmichael: The Life and Afterlife of an Ambush features extensive archival
research, including the late Peter Hart’s papers, as well as many other new sources from British and
Irish archives, and previously unavailable oral history interviews with Kilmichael veterans. There has
always been more than one version of Kilmichael. Tom Barry’s account certainly became the
dominant one after the publication of Guerilla Days in Ireland in 1949, but it was always shadowed
and contested by others, and in this book, Eve Morrison meticulously reconstructs both ‘British’ and
‘Irish’ perspectives on this momentous and much-debated attack.

armed struggle history of the ira: The Northern Ireland Troubles in Britain Graham
Dawson, Jo Dover, Stephen Hopkins, 2016-11-28 This ground-breaking book provides the first
comprehensive investigation of the history and memory of the Northern Ireland Troubles in Britain.
It examines the impacts of the conflict upon individual lives, political and social relationships,
communities and culture in Britain, and explores how the people of Britain (including its Irish
communities) have responded to, and engaged with the conflict, in the context of contested political
narratives produced by the State and its opponents. Setting an agenda for further research and
public debate, the book demonstrates that ‘unfinished business' from the conflicted past persists
unaddressed in Britain, and advocates the importance of acknowledging legacies, understanding
histories and engaging with memories in the context of peace-building and reconciliation.

armed struggle history of the ira: The Routledge Handbook of the Northern Ireland
Conflict and Peace Laura McAtackney, Mairtin O Cathain, 2023-11-13 The Routledge Handbook of
the Northern Ireland Conflict and Peace is the first multi-authored volume to specifically address the
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