achebe no longer at ease

Achebe No Longer at Ease: Exploring the Complexities of Chinua Achebe’s Novel

achebe no longer at ease immediately calls to mind Chinua Achebe’s iconic
novel, *No Longer at Ease*, a profound exploration of post-colonial Nigeria
and the internal conflicts faced by its protagonist, Obi Okonkwo. This
literary work, often studied alongside Achebe’s *Things Fall Apart* and
*Arrow of God*, delves deep into the moral dilemmas, cultural tensions, and
societal changes that characterized Nigeria’'s transition from colonial rule
to independence. In this article, we will journey through the themes,
characters, and significance of *No Longer at Ease* while weaving in insights
about Achebe’s narrative style and the broader implications of his work.

Understanding Achebe No Longer at Ease: An
Overview

Chinua Achebe’s *No Longer at Ease* was published in 1960 and is often
regarded as a sequel to *Things Fall Apart*. While the earlier novel focuses
on the clash between traditional Igbo society and British colonial forces,
*No Longer at Ease* shifts the focus to a new generation, grappling with the
legacy of colonialism amid a rapidly modernizing Nigeria. The title itself
suggests a sense of discomfort and alienation—a feeling that resonates
throughout the novel.

The story centers on Obi Okonkwo, a young, educated Nigerian man who returns
home after studying in England. Obi’s experience abroad has exposed him to
Western ideals and education, but upon his return, he finds himself caught
between two worlds: the expectations of his traditional family and community,
and the realities of a bureaucratic, often corrupt post-colonial government.
Achebe uses 0Obi’s journey to highlight the challenges of reconciling
modernity with cultural heritage.

The Plot in Brief

Obi Okonkwo'’s story is one of promise and disappointment. Armed with a
scholarship, he is expected to contribute positively to Nigerian society.
However, as he takes up a government job, he encounters systemic corruption
and societal pressures that test his moral compass. His internal conflict
culminates in a scandal involving bribery, forcing readers to confront the
pervasive nature of corruption and the complexities of personal integrity in
a changing society.



Themes Explored in Achebe No Longer at Ease

Chinua Achebe’s novel is rich with themes that provide insight into the
socio-political landscape of post-colonial Africa. Understanding these themes
is essential to appreciating the depth of *No Longer at Ease*.

1. Cultural Conflict and Identity Crisis

One of the most compelling aspects of *No Longer at Ease* is its exploration
of cultural identity. Obi embodies the tension between traditional Nigerian
values and Western influences. This conflict is not just personal but
symbolic of a nation struggling to define itself after colonialism. Achebe
deftly portrays how Obi’s Western education alienates him from his community
yet leaves him ill-prepared for the realities at home.

2. Corruption and Moral Ambiguity

Corruption is a central theme that Achebe tackles head-on. Obi’s descent into
bribery is portrayed with nuance, showing how systemic corruption can
entangle even those with strong ethical convictions. This theme remains
profoundly relevant today, as many post-colonial societies continue to battle
corruption within public institutions. Achebe’s narrative encourages readers
to consider the societal pressures that drive individuals toward compromise.

3. The Burden of Tradition

Throughout the novel, traditional customs and family expectations weigh
heavily on Obi. The pressure to marry according to tradition, respect elders,
and maintain family honor creates a backdrop against which Obi’s struggles
unfold. Achebe highlights how tradition can be both a source of strength and
a constraint, especially when it clashes with modern aspirations.

Character Analysis: Obi Okonkwo and His World

To fully grasp the intricacies of *No Longer at Ease*, it’s important to
understand its protagonist and the supporting characters who shape his
journey.

Obi Okonkwo: A Man Torn Between Worlds



Obi is a complex character, embodying hope and frustration. His Western
education represents progress and opportunity, but his inability to navigate
the entrenched corruption and familial expectations leads to his downfall.
Achebe portrays Obi’s flaws with empathy, illustrating the human cost of
societal transitions.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

- **Clara Okeke**: Obi’s love interest, whose own struggles with tradition
and societal norms reflect the broader themes of the novel.

- **Mr., Green**: A British colonial officer who symbolizes the lingering
influence of colonial power structures.

- **Qbi’'s Parents and Family**: Represent traditional values and the
expectations placed upon Obi, adding emotional depth and cultural context to
the story.

The Significance of Achebe No Longer at Ease in
Nigerian Literature

*No Longer at Ease* holds a crucial place in African literature, marking a
shift from colonial narratives to indigenous voices telling their own
stories. Achebe’s work is celebrated for its authentic portrayal of Nigerian
society and its critique of post-colonial challenges.

Impact on Post-Colonial Discourse

Achebe’s novel offers a candid look at the costs of colonialism beyond
political independence, emphasizing how neo-colonial influences and internal
corruption continue to shape African nations. This perspective has influenced
generations of writers, scholars, and activists.

Educational Importance

The novel is frequently taught in schools and universities worldwide, serving
as a gateway to understanding African history, culture, and literature. Its
relatable themes and accessible storytelling make it an enduring piece of
literary study.

Exploring Literary Techniques in Achebe No



Longer at Ease

Achebe’s mastery of storytelling shines through in his use of language,
symbolism, and narrative structure.

Language and Dialogue

Achebe incorporates Igbo proverbs and dialogue, lending authenticity to the
characters and setting. This linguistic blending enriches the narrative and
invites readers into the cultural fabric of Nigeria.

Symbolism and Motifs

n

The novel is rich with symbols such as the titular “ease,” representing
comfort and alienation, and the recurring motif of corruption as a pervasive
force. These elements deepen the thematic resonance of the story.

Lessons from Achebe No Longer at Ease for
Today'’s Readers

Though set in 1960s Nigeria, the novel'’s themes continue to resonate
globally, offering valuable lessons on integrity, cultural identity, and the
complexities of modernization.

e Understanding Corruption: The novel provides insight into how systemic
issues can compromise individual ethics, encouraging readers to reflect
on accountability in their own societies.

e Navigating Cultural Change: 0Obi’s struggles mirror the challenges many
face in balancing tradition and modernity—an ongoing conversation in a
globalized world.

e Empathy for Transitional Societies: Achebe’s nuanced characters foster
empathy for those living through societal upheaval, reminding us of the
human dimension in political and social change.

Exploring *No Longer at Ease* can also inspire critical thinking about how
education and opportunity intersect with social responsibility, especially in
contexts marked by inequality and historical legacies.



Chinua Achebe’s *No Longer at Ease* remains a vital work that eloquently
captures the tensions of a society in flux. Through its compelling
characters, rich themes, and insightful social commentary, the novel invites
readers not only to understand a particular moment in Nigerian history but
also to consider broader questions about identity, morality, and progress.
Engaging with Achebe’s work enriches our appreciation of African literature
and offers timeless reflections on the human condition in the face of change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Chinua Achebe's 'No Longer
at Ease'?

The main theme of 'No Longer at Ease' is the conflict between traditional
Nigerian values and Western influences, particularly focusing on issues of
corruption and moral dilemmas faced by the protagonist, Obi Okonkwo.

Who is the protagonist in 'No Longer at Ease' and
what challenges does he face?

The protagonist is 0Obi Okonkwo, a young Nigerian man educated in England, who
struggles to balance his traditional heritage with the expectations of modern
Nigerian society, facing corruption and personal moral conflicts.

How does 'No Longer at Ease' relate to Achebe's
earlier novel 'Things Fall Apart'?

‘No Longer at Ease' is a sequel to 'Things Fall Apart' and follows the story
of Obi Okonkwo, the grandson of Okonkwo from 'Things Fall Apart', exploring
the post-colonial Nigerian society and its challenges.

What role does corruption play in the plot of 'No
Longer at Ease'?

Corruption is a central issue in the novel, as Obi is tempted and eventually
succumbs to bribery, highlighting the pervasive moral decay and challenges in
post-colonial Nigerian society.

How does Achebe portray the cultural conflict in 'No
Longer at Ease'?

Achebe portrays cultural conflict through Obi's struggle between his Western
education and his traditional Igbo roots, illustrating the tension between
modernity and tradition in post-colonial Nigeria.



What is the significance of the title 'No Longer at
Ease'?

The title signifies Obi's internal struggle and discomfort as he navigates
the complexities of a society that is neither fully traditional nor fully
Western, reflecting a loss of innocence and identity.

How does Achebe use language and narrative style in
"No Longer at Ease'?

Achebe employs a straightforward narrative style with elements of Igbo
proverbs and expressions, blending English with Nigerian cultural references
to authentically depict the protagonist's world and conflicts.

What is the ending of 'No Longer at Ease' and its
impact on the novel's message?

The novel ends tragically with Obi being arrested for accepting a bribe,
underscoring the pervasive corruption and the difficulties faced by
individuals trying to maintain integrity in a flawed system.

Additional Resources

Achebe No Longer at Ease: A Critical Examination of Postcolonial
Disillusionment

achebe no longer at ease captures a profound sense of unrest and moral
conflict that resonates through Chinua Achebe’s novel *No Longer at Ease*. As
a literary work, it serves as a critical exploration of the postcolonial
African identity, grappling with the complexities of tradition, modernity,
and the pervasive challenges of corruption in a newly independent Nigeria.
More than just a narrative, the phrase symbolizes the uneasy transition from
colonial subjugation to self-governance and the ethical dilemmas faced by
individuals caught between contrasting worlds.

Contextualizing Achebe’s *No Longer at Ease*
within Postcolonial Literature

Chinua Achebe, often heralded as the father of modern African literature,
wrote *No Longer at Ease* as a sequel to his landmark novel *Things Fall
Apart*. Published in 1960, the novel is set against the backdrop of Nigeria’s
independence and delves into the life of Obi Okonkwo, the grandson of
Okonkwo, the protagonist of *Things Fall Apart*. This continuity provides a
unique lens to analyze the evolving socio-political landscape of Nigeria.



Achebe’s narrative meticulously unpacks the contradictions inherent in
postcolonial society. Obi, educated in England and returning to Nigeria to
serve as a civil servant, embodies the tension between Western ideals and
indigenous cultural expectations. The title itself—*No Longer at
Ease*—reflects this internal and societal conflict, emphasizing a state of
discomfort that arises from navigating these divergent value systems.

Exploring the Theme of Moral Ambiguity and
Corruption

One of the most salient themes in *No Longer at Ease* is the pervasive issue
of corruption, which Achebe portrays not merely as a political or social ill
but as a personal and moral crisis. Obi’s journey illustrates the nuanced
pressures faced by postcolonial elites who, despite their education and
aspirations, find themselves complicit in systemic corruption.

This moral ambiguity is central to understanding the novel’s critique. Obi’s
initial resistance to bribery and unethical conduct gradually erodes under
familial expectations, economic hardship, and the pervasive corruption
endemic to the bureaucracy. Achebe does not present corruption as a
simplistic villainy but as a complex social phenomenon intertwined with
tradition, loyalty, and survival.

Comparative Analysis: Tradition vs. Modernity

Achebe’s *No Longer at Ease* masterfully contrasts the traditional Igbo
values with the modern, Westernized lifestyle that Obi adopts. This
juxtaposition is significant in illustrating the broader societal shifts
occurring in post-independence Nigeria. Where *Things Fall Apart* depicted
the collision between indigenous culture and colonial imposition, *No Longer
at Ease* focuses on the internal conflicts within individuals as they attempt
to reconcile these disparate identities.

The novel portrays traditional customs, such as respect for elders and
communal responsibility, alongside the allure and challenges of Western
education and bureaucracy. 0Obi’s predicament—torn between his heritage and
his modern aspirations—mirrors the collective struggle of a society striving
to redefine itself.

Significance of Achebe’s Narrative Style and
Character Development

Achebe’s prose in *No Longer at Ease* is characterized by a blend of
straightforward narrative and rich cultural detail, which enables readers to



engage deeply with the protagonist’s psychological and ethical struggles. The
narrative structure is linear but imbued with flashbacks and cultural
references that provide context and depth.

Obi Okonkwo’s character development is pivotal to the novel’s impact. His
trajectory from an idealistic young man to a disillusioned figure is
portrayed with nuance, avoiding reductionist judgments. Achebe’s empathetic
yet critical approach invites readers to contemplate the complexities of
postcolonial identity and the societal constraints that shape individual
choices.

LSI Keywords Integration: Postcolonial Nigeria,
African Literature, Corruption in Nigeria, Cultural
Conflict

The exploration of postcolonial Nigeria within *No Longer at Ease* is
essential to understanding the broader themes of the novel. As one of the
seminal works in African literature, Achebe’s narrative addresses the endemic
corruption that has historically affected Nigeria’s civil service and
governance. This corruption is not only a political concern but also a
reflection of cultural conflict, where traditional values clash with the
demands of modern statehood and bureaucratic efficiency.

Achebe’s portrayal of these issues offers insights into the challenges facing
many African nations during the post-independence era, highlighting the
tension between inherited colonial structures and indigenous cultural
frameworks.

Implications of *No Longer at Ease* for
Contemporary Discourse

Though set in the mid-20th century, *No Longer at Ease* remains relevant for
contemporary discussions on governance, ethics, and cultural identity in
Africa. The novel’s themes echo in ongoing debates about corruption, the role
of education, and the balance between tradition and modernization.

For scholars and readers interested in African studies, Achebe’s work
provides a foundational text that bridges historical context with personal
narrative. The ethical dilemmas faced by Obi resonate in modern contexts
where individuals and societies continue to negotiate complex identities and
systemic challenges.



Pros and Cons of Achebe’s Approach in *No Longer at
Ease*

e Pros: Achebe’s nuanced characterizations and balanced portrayal of
social issues avoid simplistic moralizing, fostering a deeper
understanding of postcolonial dynamics.

e Cons: Some critics argue that the novel’s focus on individual failure
may overshadow broader structural critiques, potentially limiting the
scope of its social commentary.

The Legacy of *No Longer at Ease* in African
Literary Canon

Achebe’s *No Longer at Ease* holds an enduring place in African literary
history as a pivotal narrative that bridges the colonial past and the
postcolonial present. Its exploration of identity, corruption, and moral
complexity continues to influence writers and academics globally. The novel’s
impact extends beyond literature into political science, ethics, and cultural
studies, making it a multidisciplinary touchstone.

In conclusion, the phrase achebe no longer at ease encapsulates a rich
tapestry of postcolonial realities, individual and societal tensions, and the
enduring quest for integrity amidst adversity. Achebe’s novel remains an
essential read for those seeking to understand the intricate fabric of
African postcolonial experience and the universal challenges of cultural
transition.

Achebe No Longer At Ease

achebe no longer at ease: No Longer at Ease Chinua Achebe, 2013-04-25 Obi Okonkwo is an
idealistic young man who, thanks to the privileges of an education in Britain, has now returned to
Nigeria for a job in the civil service. However in his new role he finds that the way of government
seems to be backhanders and corruption. Obi manages to resist the bribes that are offered to him,
but when he falls in love with an unsuitable girl - to the disapproval of his parents - he sinks further
into emotional and financial turmoil. The lure of easy money becomes harder to refuse, and Obi
becomes caught in a trap he cannot escape. Showing a man lost in cultural limbo, and a Nigeria
entering a new age of disillusionment, No Longer at Ease concludes Achebe's remarkable trilogy
charting three generations of an African community under the impact of colonialism, the first two
volumes of which are Things Fall Apart and Arrow of God.

achebe no longer at ease: A Study Guide for Chinua Achebe's "No Longer at Ease" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Chinua Achebe's No Longer at Ease, excerpted


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/achebe-no-longer-at-ease.pdf

from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.

achebe no longer at ease: No Longer at Ease Chinua Achebe, 1961 Obi, som efter
studietiden i England vender hjem til Nigeria og far ansaettelse i administrationen, anklages for
korruption og feres for retten

achebe no longer at ease: Emerging Perspectives on Chinua Achebe Ernest Emenyonu,
2004 This compendium of 37 essays provides global perspectives of Achebe as an artist with a
proper sense of history and an imaginative writer with an inviolable sense of cultural mission and
political commitment.

achebe no longer at ease: Postcolonial Literatures Michael Parker, Roger Starkey, 1995
This collection of essays reflects the intensified debate world-wide in literary theories, especially
since 1968, and the growth of post-colonial literatures in English, which together have prompted
significant re-readings of cultural histories in Africa, India, the Caribbean, as well as in America and
Europe. Post-Colonial Literatures scrutinises the work of four writers: Achebe, Ngugi, Desai and
Walcott, and their attempts to find new languages and new narratives to engage with the complex
histories of their 'homelands'.

achebe no longer at ease: No Longer at Ease (SparkNotes Literature Guide) SparkNotes,
2014-08-12 No Longer at Ease (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Chinua Achebe Making the reading
experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new breed of
study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students need to know, SparkNotes
provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols *A review
quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying and
writing papers

achebe no longer at ease: The Fiction of Chinua Achebe Jago Morrison, 2009-07-23 Since
the emergence of Things Fall Apart in 1958, Chinua Achebe has come to be regarded by many as the
'Godfather' of modern African writing. Over 150 full length studies of his work have been published,
together with many hundreds of scholarly articles. This Reader's Guide enables students to navigate
the rich and bewildering field of Achebe criticism, setting out the key areas of critical debate, the
most influential alternative approaches to his work and the controversies that have so often
surrounded it. The Guide examines Achebe's key novels - with the main focus on Things Fall Apart -
and also discusses his less well-known short fiction. Including discussion of important Nigerian
scholarship that is often inaccessible, this is an invaluable introduction to the work of one of Africa's
most important and popular writers.

achebe no longer at ease: Let's Work with English Hazel Simmons-McDonald, 2000
Appendices to Book 1 provide a useful reminder of grammar terms, literary terms, general language
terms and punctuation.

achebe no longer at ease: Notes on Peter Abrahams' Mine Boy Rodney Nesbitt, 1997

achebe no longer at ease: Imagined States Katherine Isobel Baxter, 2019-11-01 Imagined
States examines representations of the law in British and Nigerian high-brow, middle-brow and
popular fiction and journalism. It reads works by Chinua Achebe, Joyce Cary, Cyprian Ekwensi and
Edgar Wallace, together with a range of Nigerian market literature and journalism.

achebe no longer at ease: The Chinua Achebe Encyclopedia M. Keith Booker, 2003-12-30
Several hundred A-Z entries cover Achebe's major works, important characters and settings, key
concepts and issues, and more. Though best known as a novelist, Achebe is also a critic, activist, and
spokesman for African culture. This reference is a comprehensive and authoritative guide to his life
and writings. Included are several hundred alphabetically arranged entries. Some of these are
substantive summary discussions of Achebe's major works of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Entries
are written by expert contributors and close with brief bibliographies. The volume also provides a
general bibliography and chronology. Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe is widely regarded as the most




important of the numerous African novelists who gained global attention in the second half of the
20th century. Achebe is certainly the African writer best known in the West, and his first novel,
Things Fall Apart, is a founding text of postcolonial African literature and regarded as one of the
central works of world literature of the last 50 years. Though best known as a novelist, Achebe is
also a critic, activist, and spokesman for African culture. This reference is a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to his life and writings. Included are several hundred alphabetically arranged
entries. Some of these are substantive summary discussions of Achebe's major works of fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry. Other topics include all of his major fictional characters and settings,
important concepts and issues central to his writings, historical persons, places, and events relevant
to his works, and influential texts by other writers. Entries are written by expert contributors and
close with brief bibliographies. The volume also provides a general bibliography and chronology.

achebe no longer at ease: Nigerian Literary Imagination and the Nationhood Project
Toyin Falola, 2022-07-14 This book explores how modern Nigerian fiction is rooted in writers’
understanding of their identity and perception of Nigeria as a country and home. Surveying a broad
range of authors and texts, the book shows how these fictionalized representations of Nigeria reveal
authentic perceptions of Nigeria’s history and culture today. Many of the lessons in these works of
literature provide cautionary tales and critiques of Nigeria, as well as an examination of the lasting
impact of colonialism. Furthermore, the book presents the nation as both the framework and subject
of its narrative. By conducting literary analyses of Nigerian fiction with historical reference points,
this work demonstrates how Nigerian literature can convey profound themes and knowledge that
resonates with audiences, teaching Nigerians and non-Nigerians about the colonial and postcolonial
experience. The chapters cover topics on nationhood, women'’s writing, postcolonial modernity, and
Nigerian literature in the digital age.

achebe no longer at ease: The Cambridge Companion to the African Novel F. Abiola Irele,
2009-07-23 Africa's strong tradition of storytelling has long been an expression of an oral narrative
culture. African writers such as Amos Tutuola, Naguib Mahfouz, Wole Soyinka and ]J. M. Coetzee
have adapted these older forms to develop and enhance the genre of the novel, in a shift from the
oral mode to print. Comprehensive in scope, these new essays cover the fiction in the European
languages from North Africa and Africa south of the Sahara, as well as in Arabic. They highlight the
themes and styles of the African novel through an examination of the works that have either attained
canonical status - an entire chapter is devoted to the work of Chinua Achebe - or can be expected to
do so. Including a guide to further reading and a chronology, this is the ideal starting-point for
students of African and world literatures.

achebe no longer at ease: Legacies of Slavery and Contemporary Resistance David W. Bulla,
Karen E. Bravo, Judith N. Onwubiko, Kremena Dimitrova, 2023-06-02 Slavery and the past are
interconnected; there is a tension between a former time of human subjugation and the time after
when that captivity can still be remembered. In a sense, this volume probes this seeming
contradiction, the glory of freedom’s release and the tension with a past when freedom was denied.
It also argues that the existence of slavery, in modern forms, today offers continuing evidence of
man’s inhumanity to man—and the resulting absence of freedom for millions of people.

achebe no longer at ease: The Writer, Resistance, and Anticipation of Freedom Hassan
Yosimbom, 2024-03-09 Drawing on the ever contentious and antagonistic relationship between the
writer and the state, especially in the postcolony, the chapters assembled in this collection delineate
Bill F. Ndi, the poet and playwright’s arduous and sometimes dangerous role as a custodian or
guardian of the socioeconomics and politico-cultures of the Cameroonian postcolony and Africa at
large. The chapters insist that granted The Cameroons’ quadruple experience of colonialism
(through the Germans, the French, the British and La République du Cameroun), Cameroun and
British Southern Cameroons’ history needs to purge itself of the epistemic and ontological violence
of Francophonecentric historiography. “Bill F. Ndi possesses a unique and powerful voice within the
Cameroonian literary scene and this apposite volume of critical essays attempts not only to situate
him properly within that domain but also to significantly augment his already considerable stature.”




Sanya Osha, University of Cape Town, South Africa “Bill F. Ndi is an unapologetic and committed
firebrand writer with a position that refuses to seek validation from the same who oppress and
blackball black writing. Hassan Yosimbom'’s book is a testimony to Ndi’s resolve to resist anything
that stands in the way of his people’s freedom.” Koua Viviane, PhD. (Comparative literature,
Limoges: France), College of Liberal Arts, Auburn University, Auburn Alabama. “This book is a work
of the utmost importance to understand the subtleties and complexities of the anglophone
Cameroonian crisis and ongoing civil war in the Cameroons.” Professor Aghi Bahi, Université Félix
Houphouét-Boigny, Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire “In this book, Yosimbom delves into the intricate impact of
imperialism by examining the works of Bill F. Ndi, a modern postcolonial writer of British Southern
Cameroons extraction. The book is a compelling analysis of the relationship between writers and the
state. It stresses the need to challenge Francophone-centric views and empower the marginalized
and oppressed Anglophones in the Cameroons. Brought to the limelight is the rootedness of this
historical imbalance and its perpetuation by Francophone-dominated regimes and the complicit
panhandling Anglophone elites. Addressed are the themes of peace, identity, autonomy, resilience,
and resistance...” Maimo Mary Mah, Development Communication Specialist/Consultant Drawing on
the ever contentious and antagonistic relationship between the writer and the state, especially in the
postcolony, the chapters assembled in this collection delineate Bill F. Ndi, the poet and playwright’s
arduous and sometimes dangerous role as a custodian or guardian of the socioeconomics and
politico-cultures of the Cameroonian postcolony and Africa at large. The chapters insist that granted
The Cameroons’ quadruple experience of colonialism (through the Germans, the French, the British
and La République du Cameroun), Cameroun and British Southern Cameroons’ history needs to
purge itself of the epistemic and ontological violence of Francophonecentric historiography. “Bill F.
Ndi possesses a unique and powerful voice within the Cameroonian literary scene and this apposite
volume of critical essays attempts not only to situate him properly within that domain but also to
significantly augment his already considerable stature.” Sanya Osha, University of Cape Town, South
Africa “Bill F. Ndi is an unapologetic and committed firebrand writer with a position that refuses to
seek validation from the same who oppress and blackball black writing. Hassan Yosimbom's book is
a testimony to Ndi’s resolve to resist anything that stands in the way of his people’s freedom.” Koua
Viviane, PhD. (Comparative literature, Limoges: France), College of Liberal Arts, Auburn University,
Auburn Alabama. “This book is a work of the utmost importance to understand the subtleties and
complexities of the anglophone Cameroonian crisis and ongoing civil war in the Cameroons.”
Professor Aghi Bahi, Université Félix Houphouét-Boigny, Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire “In this book,
Yosimbom delves into the intricate impact of imperialism by examining the works of Bill F. Ndi, a
modern postcolonial writer of British Southern Cameroons extraction. The book is a compelling
analysis of the relationship between writers and the state. It stresses the need to challenge
Francophone-centric views and empower the marginalized and oppressed Anglophones in the
Cameroons. Brought to the limelight is the rootedness of this historical imbalance and its
perpetuation by Francophone-dominated regimes and the complicit panhandling Anglophone elites.
Addressed are the themes of peace, identity, autonomy, resilience, and resistance...” Maimo Mary
Mah, Development Communication Specialist/Consultant

achebe no longer at ease: Yearning for (Dis)Connections Hassan Yosimbom, 2023-09-30 In a
nuanced consideration of the Cameroonian experience, Yearning for (Dis) Connections makes critical
interventions into debates about coexistence, citizenship, identity formation and performance,
democracy and modernity in Cameroon. The essays in the book ranges across Francophone and
Anglophone Cameroons to provide a challenging assessment of the common ways of writing and
thinking for and of and about the Cameroonian world. The book criticises the blinders of Cameroon's
Francophonecentred leadership, analysing its failure to heed Anglophone Cameroon's ontological
and epistemological critiques of Cameroon's ongoing exclusions masked by pretences of a
Francophone universalism. Yosimbom uses the works of Nyamnjoh, Ndi, Besong and Takwi to
explore how Cameroonian worlds are on the move of and for identity negotiations. He also explores
how the uneven development of those Cameroonian worlds has been creating growing gaps within



and among regions while at the same time Francophonising Anglophones and Anglophonising
Francophones through four-fold processes of complementarities, continuity and discontinuity,
diachrony and synchrony. The book demonstrates that persistent Francophone hegemony and
resurgent Anglophone nationalism often fail to realise that all Cameroonians have been shuffled like
a pack of cards; that cultures are formed through complex dialogues and interactions with other
cultures; that the boundaries of cultures are fluid, porous and contested; that identities are multiple
and layered in complex, pluralist democratic societies; and that there is need for public recognition
of cultural and identity specificities in ways that do not deny their fluidity, nimbleness and
incompleteness.

achebe no longer at ease: Intertextuality in Contemporary African Literature Ode Ogede,
2011-09-16 Intellectual exchange among African creative writers is the subject of this highly
innovative and wide-ranging look at several forms of intertextuality on the continent. Focusing on
the issue of the availability of old canonical texts of African literature as a creative resource, this
study throws light on how African authors adapt, reinterpret, and redeploy existing texts in the
formulation of new ones. Contemporary African writers are taking advantage of and extending the
resources available in the existing native literary tradition. But the field of inter-ethnic/trans-national
African literary inter-textual studies is a novel one in itself as the theme of African writers' debt to
Euro-American authors has been the critical commonplace in African literature. Detailing the echoes
and reverberations the voices of the past have generated, and the distinctive uses to which the
writers are putting one another's works, the book demonstrates that the influence of local stock is
significant: it is pervasive and widespread, and manifests itself in ways both random and systematic,
but it is a ubiquitous presence in the African literary imagination.

achebe no longer at ease: Tradition and Change in Contemporary West and East African
Fiction Ogaga Okuyade, 2014-08-15 The essays in this volume capture the exciting energy of the
emergent novel in East and West Africa, drawing on diffe—rent theoretical insights to offer fresh and
engaging perspectives on what has been variously termed the ‘new wave’, ‘emer—gent generation’,
and ‘third generation’. Subjects addressed include the politics of identity, especially when
(re)constructed outside the homeland or when African indigenous values are eroded by
globaliz—ation, transnationalism, and the exilic condition or the self undergoes fragmen-—tation.
Other essays examine once-taboo concerns, including gendered accounts of same-sex sexualities.
Most of the essays deal with shifting perceptions by African women of their social condition in
patriarchy in relation to such issues as polygamy, adultery, male domination, and the woman’s quest
for fulfilment and respect through access to quality education and full economic and socio-political
participation. Themes taken up by other novels examined in—clude the sexual exploitation of women
and criminality generally and the ex—posure of children to violence. Likewise examined is the
contemporary textual—izing of orality (the trickster figure). Writers discussed include Chima—manda
Ngozi Adichie, Okey Ndibe, Helon Habila, Ike Oguine, Chris Abani, Tanure Ojaide, Maik Nwosu,
Unoma Azuah, Jude Dibia, Lola Shoneyin, Mary Karooro Okurut, Violet Barungi, Adaobi Tricia
Nwaubani, Abidemi Sanusi, Akachi Ezeigbo, Sefi Atta, Kaine Agary, Kojo Laing, Ahmadou Kourouma,
Uwen Akpan, and Alobwed’Epie Ogaga Okuyade teaches popular/folk culture, African literature and
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achebe no longer at ease: Private and Public Corruption William C. Heffernan, John
Kleinig, 2004-10-27 The various essays in this volume explore the development of ideas of
corruption, employing a range of disciplinary approaches. Although we are accustomed to think of
corruption as the misuse of public office for private gain, corruption has its deeper roots in the idea
of a standard that has been eroded. That standard, however, need not be construed idealistically:
much of what is asserted to be corruption takes the form of a departure from conventional
standards. In inveighing against corruption, therefore, it is necessary first to examine the



presumptions that underlie its imputation. As well as exploring the ethical issues that must be
confronted in identifying corruption, the authors also address some of the ethical issues that
challenge attempts to root out corruption.

achebe no longer at ease: Postcolonial Identities and West African Literature Anwesha
Das, 2022-11-29 Anchored in postcolonial theory, this book highlights the concept of “postcolonial
soliloquies” as an original idea in analyzing West African literature. It uses the political theory of
“dialogue” to broaden the reader’s understanding of history, culture, identity and indigenous
memories. The book shows how the novels of T. Obinkaram Echewa plunge into the known territory
of colonial history with new boundaries.
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