14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING

*%¥ 714 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING: AN INSIGHT INTO HANDWRITING EDUCATION® ¥

14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING IN THEIR SCHOOL CURRICULUMS ARE STANDING FIRM ON THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS
TRADITIONAL SKILL IN TODAY’S DIGITAL AGE. WHILE MANY EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS HAVE SHIFTED FOCUS TOWARDS TYPING
AND DIGITAL LITERACY, THESE STATES RECOGNIZE THE UNIQUE BENEFITS THAT CURSIVE HANDWRITING OFFERS STUDENTS—NOT
ONLY IN TERMS OF FINE MOTOR SKILLS BUT ALSO COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT, LITERACY, AND HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING. IF
YOU’VE EVER WONDERED WHICH STATES STILL MANDATE CURSIVE INSTRUCTION OR WHY IT’S CONSIDERED VALUABLE, THIS
ARTICLE WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE DETAILS AND PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE LOOK AT CURSIVE WRITING EDUCATION
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.

UNDERSTANDING WHY CURrSIVE WRITING MATTERS

BEFORE DIVING INTO WHICH STATES REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING, IT’S WORTH EXPLORING WHY CURSIVE CONTINUES TO HOLD A
PLACE IN EDUCATION. CURSIVE WRITING ISN’T JUST ABOUT PENMANSHIP; IT’S DEEPLY CONNECTED TO SEVERAL LEARNING AND
DEVELOPMENTAL ADVANTAGES.

BENEFITS OF LEARNING CURSIVE

- ¥*ENHANCED MOTOR SKILLS:** \W/RITING IN CURSIVE ENGAGES DIFFERENT MUSCLES THAN PRINT WRITING, HELPING DEVELOP
HAND-EYE COORDINATION AND FINE MOTOR SKILLS.

- **|MPROVED READING AND W/RITING FLUENCY:** THE CONNECTED LETTERS CAN HELP STUDENTS RECOGNIZE WORD PATTERNS,
BOOSTING READING FLUENCY AND SPELLING RETENTION.

- ¥*CoGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT: ¥ * LEARNING CURSIVE ACTIVATES DIFFERENT AREAS OF THE BRAIN, POTENTIALLY IMPROVING
MEMORY, FOCUS, AND COMPREHENSION.

- **HisTorICAL LITERACY:¥* MANY HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS ARE WRITTEN IN CURSIVE, SO KNOWING HOW TO READ IT
UNLOCKS DIRECT ACCESS TO PRIMARY SOURCES.

- ¥*¥SIGNATURE AND LEGAL IMPORTANCE:** BEING ABLE TO SIGN DOCUMENTS IN CURSIVE REMAINS AN ESSENTIAL LIFE SKILL.

DESPITE THESE ADVANTAGES, CURSIVE WRITING HAS SEEN A DECLINE IN EMPHASIS NATIONWIDE AS SCHOOLS PRIORITIZE
KEYBOARD SKILLS. HO\X/EVER, THE 14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING INSIST ON ITS CONTINUED INCLUSION FOR THESE
COMPELLING REASONS.

WHIcH ARe THE 14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING?

THESE STATES HAVE ENACTED LAWS OR EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS MANDATING THAT STUDENTS LEARN CURSIVE HANDWRITING
DURING THEIR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL YEARS. THE LIST INCLUDES:

. ALABAMA

. ARKANSAS

. CALIFORNIA

. CoLorADO

. FLorIDA

. GEORGIA

. IpAHO

. INDIANA

. LouisiANA

10. MASSACHUSETTS
11. MississIppPI

12. NorTH CAROLINA
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13. SouTH CAROLINA
14. TENNESSEE

EACH STATE HAS ITS OWN GUIDELINES ON WHEN AND HOW CURSIVE WRITING SHOULD BE TAUGHT, BUT THE COMMON THREAD IS
ITS REQUIRED PRESENCE IN THE CURRICULUM.

STATE-BY-STATE OVERVIEW

- ¥*¥CALIFORNIA:¥* IN 2016, CALIFORNIA PASSED A LAW REQUIRING CURSIVE HANDWRITING INSTRUCTION IN GRADES 2
THROUGH &, AIMING TO PRESERVE THIS TRADITIONAL SKILL.

- ¥*FLorIDA:®** FLORIDA’S DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION INCLUDES CURSIVE AS PART OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
STANDARDS, EMPHASIZING ITS IMPORTANCE ALONGSIDE PRINT WRITING.

- ¥¥MASSACHUSETTS: ¥ * KNOWN FOR ITS RIGOROUS EDUCATION STANDARDS, MASSACHUSETTS REQUIRES STUDENTS TO
LEARN CURSIVE BY THIRD GRADE.

- ¥¥|NDIANA:* ¥ INDIANA MANDATES CURSIVE INSTRUCTION FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS TO ENSURE PROFICIENCY BY THE END OF
THIRD GRADE.

OTHER STATES ON THE LIST HAVE SIMILAR POLICIES, OFTEN EMBEDDING CURSIVE LEARNING WITHIN BROADER HANDWRITING OR
LITERACY STANDARDS.

How CURrsIVE WRITING IS TAUGHT IN ScHooLs

THE APPROACH TO TEACHING CURSIVE VARIES BUT TYPICALLY FOLLOWS A PROGRESSION FROM BASIC LETTER FORMATION TO
FLUENT WRITING.

PHASES oF CURSIVE INSTRUCTION

1. *¥INTRODUCTION TO LETTER SHAPES:** STUDENTS FIRST LEARN HOW TO FORM INDIVIDUAL CURSIVE LETTERS, OFTEN
STARTING WITH LOWERCASE.

2. **CoNNECTING LETTERS:** NEXT, THEY PRACTICE LINKING LETTERS TO FORM WORDS SMOOTHLY.

3. ¥¥SENTENCE PRACTICE:¥* AT THIS STAGE, STUDENTS WRITE FULL SENTENCES, FOCUSING ON LEGIBILITY AND SPEED.

4. %% APPLICATION AND SIGNATURE:** FINALLY, STUDENTS USE CURSIVE IN PRACTICAL CONTEXTS, SUCH AS SIGNING THEIR
NAMES OR WRITING NOTES.

TEACHERS EMPLOY VARIOUS TOOLS LIKE WORKBOOKS, HANDWRITING APPS, AND EVEN CALLIGRAPHY EXERCISES TO MAKE
LEARNING CURSIVE ENGAGING.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

ONE COMMON CHALLENGE IS THAT SOME STUDENTS FIND CURSIVE DIFFICULT OR LESS RELEVANT IN THE DIGITAL ERA. T O ADDRESS
THIS, EDUCATORS INTEGRATE CURSIVE WITH STORYTELLING, JOURNALING, AND HISTORY LESSONS TO DEMONSTRATE ITS
PRACTICAL AND CULTURAL VALUE. ADDITIONALLY/ BLENDING TECHNOLOGY WITH HANDWRITING, SUCH AS USING TABLETS WITH
STYLUSES, CAN HELP MAINTAIN STUDENT INTEREST.

THE RoLE oF TeEcHNoLOGY AND CURSIVE IN MODERN EDUCATION

WITH TYPING SKILLS BECOMING INCREASINGLY VITAL, SOME QUESTION WHETHER CURSIVE WRITING STILL DESERVES MANDATORY
STATUS. THE 14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING OFTEN ARGUE THAT TECHNOLOGY AND HANDWRITING SKILLS ARE



COMPLEMENTARY RATHER THAN MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE.

BALANCING KEYBOARDING AND HANDWRITING

W/HILE KEYBOARD PROFICIENCY IS ESSENTIAL, MANY EDUCATORS STRESS THAT THE BRAIN ENGAGES DIFFERENTLY WHEN WRITING
BY HAND VERSUS TYPING. STUDIES INDICATE THAT HANDWRITING—ESPECIALLY CURSIVE—CAN IMPROVE MEMORY RETENTION
AND IDEA GENERATION. THEREFORE, THESE STATES ADVOCATE FOR A BALANCED APPROACH THAT NURTURES BOTH DIGITAL AND
TRADITIONAL WRITING SKILLS.

DiGITAL TooLs SurPPORTING CURSIVE LEARNING

MODERN CLASSROOMS INCORPORATE TECHNOLOGY TO SUPPORT CURSIVE EDUCATION. FOR EXAMPLE:

- INTERACTIVE APPS THAT TEACH CURSIVE LETTER FORMATION.
- DIGITAL WORKSHEETS THAT ADAPT TO INDIVIDUAL PROGRESS.
- ONLINE TUTORIALS FEATURING ENGAGING ANIMATIONS.

THESE TOOLS HELP BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN TECHNOLOGY AND HANDWRITING, MAKING CURSIVE LEARNING MORE ACCESSIBLE AND
ENJOYABLE.

TiPs FOR PARENTS AND EDUCATORS SUPPORTING CURSIVE WRITING

IF YOU’RE A PARENT OR TEACHER IN ONE OF THE 14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING, HERE ARE SOME PRACTICAL TIPS
TO HELP STUDENTS SUCCEED:

- ¥ ¥PRACTICE REGULARLY:** CONSISTENCY IS KEY TO MASTERING CURSIVE. ENCOURAGE DAILY PRACTICE, EVEN IF JUST FOR A
FEW MINUTES.

- ¥¥Use MULTISENSORY TECHNIQUES:** COMBINE VISUAL, AUDITORY, AND KINESTHETIC LEARNING METHODS. FOR EXAMPLE,
TRACING LETTERS IN SAND OR USING FINGER PAINTS.

- ¥ ¥|NCORPORATE REAL-LIFE WRITING:** HAVE CHILDREN WRITE LETTERS, INVITATIONS, OR JOURNALS IN CURSIVE TO SEE ITS
PRACTICAL USE.

- **CELEBRATE PROGRESS: ¥ ¥ POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT BOOSTS CONFIDENCE AND MOTIVATION.

- ¥¥Be PATIENT: ¥ ¥ SOME STUDENTS MAY TAKE LONGER TO DEVELOP FLUENCY; FOCUS ON GRADUAL IMPROVEMENT RATHER
THAN PERFECTION.

BY FOSTERING A SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT, ADULTS CAN HELP CHILDREN APPRECIATE THE VALUE OF CURSIVE HANDWRITING
BEYOND THE CLASSROOM.

WHY SoME STATES CHOSE NoT To REQUIRE CURSIVE

WHILE 14 STATES MAINTAIN CURSIVE MANDATES, MANY OTHERS HAVE RELAXED OR ELIMINATED THE REQUIREMENT. THESE
DECISIONS OFTEN STEM FROM SHIFTING EDUCATIONAL PRIORITIES AND BUDGET CONSTRAINTS.

ReAasons FOR REMOVING CURSIVE REQUIREMENTS

- ¥*¥FEocus oN DIGITAL LITERACY:** PREPARING STUDENTS FOR A TECH-DRIVEN WORLD MEANS EMPHASIZING KEYBOARDING
OVER HANDWRITING.
- ¥*¥CURrrRICULUM OVERLOAD:** SCHOOLS STRUGGLE TO FIT ALL SUBJECTS INTO LIMITED INSTRUCTIONAL TIME, LEADING TO



CUTS IN HANDWRITING LESSONS.
- **PERCEIVED IRRELEVANCE:** SOME EDUCATORS ARGUE THAT CURSIVE IS OUTDATED AND UNNECESSARY FOR MOST MODERN
COMMUNICATION.

HO\X/EVER/ THE ONGOING DEBATE HIGHLIGHTS THE TENSION BETWEEN TRADITION AND INNOVATION IN EDUCATION, WITH THE 14
STATES REQUIRING CURSIVE SERVING AS ADVOCATES FOR PRESERVING THIS CLASSIC SKILL.

LookING AHEAD: THE FUTURE ofF CURSIVE WRITING IN EDUCATION

THE INCLUSION OF CURSIVE WRITING IN SCHOOL CURRICULUMS WILL LIKELY CONTINUE TO EVOLVE. AS TECHNOLOGY ADVANCES,
EDUCATIONAL PRIORITIES SHIFT, BUT THE BENEFITS OF CURSIVE REMAIN CLEAR TO MANY EDUCATORS AND POLICYMAKERS.

THE STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING PROVIDE A VALUABLE CASE STUDY IN BALANCING HISTORICAL SKILLS WITH
MODERN DEMANDS. THEIR COMMITMENT DEMONSTRATES THAT CURSIVE HANDWRITING IS MORE THAN JUST AN ART FORM; ITS A
CRITICAL COMPONENT OF LITERACY AND COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT.

For PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND STUDENTS IN THESE STATES, EMBRACING CURSIVE WRITING CAN OPEN DOORS TO LEARNING AND
CREATIVITY THAT EXTEND WELL BEYOND THE CLASSROOM WALLS. WHETHER IT’S SIGNING A NAME, READING HISTORICAL
LETTERS, OR SIMPLY ENJOYING THE FLOW OF CONNECTED LETTERS ON PAPER, CURSIVE WRITING HOLDS A TIMELESS APPEAL
\WORTH PRESERVING.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHICH 14 STATES IN THE US CURRENTLY REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING IN THEIR SCHOOL
CURRICULUMP

THE 14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING INSTRUCTION TYPICALLY INCLUDE ALABAMA, ARKANSAS, CALIFORNIA,
GEORGIA, IDAHO, LoUISIANA, MASSACHUSETTS, MississIPPI, NORTH CAROLINA, OKLAHOMA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TENNESSEE,
TeEXAS, AND VIRGINIA.

\WHY DO SOME STATES STILL REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING IN SCHOOLS?

SOME STATES REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING TO HELP STUDENTS DEVELOP FINE MOTOR SKILLS, IMPROVE LITERACY AND READING
COMPREHENSION, AND PRESERVE THE ABILITY TO READ HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS WRITTEN IN CURSIVE.

ARE THERE ANY BENEFITS TO LEARNING CURSIVE WRITING AS MANDATED BY THESE
STATES?

YES, BENEFITS INCLUDE ENHANCED BRAIN DEVELOPMENT, IMPROVED HAND-EYE COORDINATION, BETTER RETENTION AND
UNDERSTANDING OF MATERIAL, AND THE ABILITY TO READ AND WRITE SIGNATURES AND HISTORICAL TEXTS.

How IS CURSIVE WRITING INSTRUCTION TYPICALLY INTEGRATED INTO THE CURRICULUM
IN THESE 14 STATES?

CURSIVE WRITING IS USUALLY INTRODUCED IN ELEMENT ARY SCHOOL, OFTEN STARTING IN THIRD GRADE, WITH DEDICATED
INSTRUCTION TIME AND PRACTICE TO ENSURE STUDENTS CAN WRITE AND READ CURSIVE BY THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.

HAS THE REQUIREMENT FOR CURSIVE WRITING BEEN CHALLENGED OR CHANGED RECENTLY



IN THESE STATES?

YES, SOME STATES HAVE DEBATED OR MODIFIED THEIR CURSIVE WRITING REQUIREMENTS DUE TO THE RISE OF DIGITAL
COMMUNICATION, BUT MANY MAINTAIN IT TO SUPPORT HANDWRITING SKILLS AND CULTURAL LITERACY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

14 STtaTES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING: AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE RESURGENCE OF PENMANSHIP IN AMERICAN
EbucaTION

14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING IN THEIR SCHOOL CURRICULA REPRESENT A NOTABLE TREND IN THE EVOLVING
LANDSCAPE OF AMERICAN EDUCATION. IN AN ERA DOMINATED BY DIGITAL COMMUNICATION AND KEYBOARD PROFICIENCY, THE
DECISION BY THESE STATES TO MANDATE CURSIVE INSTRUCTION SIGNALS A RENEWED EMPHASIS ON TRADITIONAL HANDWRITING
SKILLS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE REASONS BEHIND THIS LEGISLATIVE CHOICE, EXPLORES WHICH STATES HAVE EMBRACED

THIS REQUIREMENT, AND EXAMINES THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, AND THE EDUCATION SYSTEM AT
LARGE.

THE RevivAaL oF CURSIVE WRITING IN MODERN EDUCATION

DESPITE THE WIDESPREAD ADOPTION OF TECHNOLOGY IN CLASSROOMS, CURSIVE WRITING HAS EXPERIENCED A SURPRISING
RESURGENCE. FOR DECADES, SCHOOLS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES HAVE DEBATED THE RELEVANCE OF TEACHING CURSIVE,
ESPECIALLY AS DIGITAL LITERACY HAS BECOME PARAMOUNT. HO\X/EVER, A GROWING NUMBER OF STATES ARE REAFFIRMING THE
IMPORTANCE OF CURSIVE HANDWRITING, OFTEN CITING COGNITIVE, DEVELOPMENTAL, AND CULTURAL REASONS.

CURSIVE WRITING IS NOT MERELY ABOUT AESTHETICS OR TRADITION; IT IS LINKED TO FINE MOTOR SKILL DEVELOPMENT, BRAIN
ACTIVITY, AND EVEN LITERACY. RESEARCH SUGGESTS THAT LEARNING CURSIVE CAN IMPROVE A STUDENT’S ABILITY TO RETAIN
INFORMATION AND DEVELOP BETTER READING AND WRITING FLUENCY. CONSEQUENTLY, THE 14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE

WRITING ARE ATTEMPTING TO BALANCE THE DEMANDS OF THE DIGITAL AGE WITH FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS THAT SUPPORT
OVERALL EDUCATION.

WHIcH 14 STATES REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING?

THE 14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING INSTRUCTION SPAN VARIOUS REGIONS, REFLECTING DIVERSE EDUCATIONAL
PHILOSOPHIES AND LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES. W/HILE EDUCATIONAL POLICIES CAN CHANGE, AS OF RECENT DATA, THESE STATES
HAVE SPECIFIC MANDATES OR STANDARDS FOR TEACHING CURSIVE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS:

e ALABAMA

® ARKANSAS

o CALIFORNIA

* FLORIDA

o (GEORGIA

* |NDIANA

o KENTUCKY

e L ouISIANA



MISSISSIPPI

NorTH CAROLINA

e OHIO
o TENNESSEE
e TEXAS

* VIRGINIA

EACH STATE APPROACHES CURSIVE WRITING INSTRUCTION DIFFERENTLY, WITH VARIATIONS IN THE GRADE LEVEL AT WHICH
CURSIVE IS INTRODUCED AND THE EXTENT TO WHICH PROFICIENCY IS EMPHASIZED.

EpucATION STANDARDS AND CURSIVE MANDATES

MANY OF THESE STATES INCORPORATE CURSIVE WRITING REQUIREMENTS INTO THEIR STATE STANDARDS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ARTS (ELA). For exampLE, CALIFORNIA’S CoMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS ORIGINALLY DID NOT MANDATE CURSIVE, BUT
STATE LEGISLATION LATER REINSTATED THE REQUIREMENT, EMPHASIZING INSTRUCTION BY THIRD GRADE. SIMILARLY, TEXAS
REQUIRES STUDENTS TO LEARN AND DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY IN CURSIVE BY THE END OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.

IN CONTRAST, SOME STATES LIKE FLORIDA AND VIRGINIA HAVE MADE CURSIVE INSTRUCTION A HIGH PRIORITY BUT ALLOW
FLEXIBILITY IN HOW SCHOOLS IMPLEMENT THE CURRICULUM. THIS VARIABILITY OFTEN REFLECTS LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
AUTONOMY, TEACHER EXPERTISE, AND AVAILABLE RESOURCES.

ReEASONS BEHIND THE LEGISLATIVE PUsH FOrR CURSIVE WRITING

THE MOVEMENT TO REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING IS DRIVEN BY MULTIPLE FACTORS, RANGING FROM COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT TO
CULTURAL PRESERVATION. UNDERSTANDING THESE MOTIVATIONS SHEDS LIGHT ON WHY 14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE
WRITING REMAIN STEADFAST IN THEIR POLICIES DESPITE THE DIGITAL SHIFT.

CoGNITIVE AND DEVELOPMENTAL BENEFITS

STUDIES HAVE SHOWN THAT LEARNING CURSIVE ENHANCES FINE MOTOR SKILLS AND ENGAGES BRAIN REGIONS ASSOCIATED WITH
MEMORY, LITERACY, AND COORDINATION. UNLIKE TYPING, CURSIVE WRITING REQUIRES CONTINUOUS MOTION, WHICH CAN HELP
STUDENTS DEVELOP HAND-EYE COORDINATION AND REINFORCE NEURAL PATHWAYS INVOLVED IN LANGUAGE PROCESSING.

MOREOVER, CURSIVE WRITING OFTEN IMPROVES STUDENTS' SPELLING AND READING ABILITIES BECAUSE IT ENCOURAGES THEM TO

RECOGNIZE LETTER PATTERNS AND WORD SHAPES. ADVOCATES ARGUE THAT THESE BENEFITS JUSTIFY THE CONTINUED INCLUSION
OF CURSIVE IN EARLY EDUCATION.

PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL LITERACY

ANOTHER COMPELLING ARGUMENT FOR CURSIVE INSTRUCTION IS ITS ROLE IN MAINTAINING CULTURAL HERITAGE. HISTORICAL
DOCUMENTS SUCH AS THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND NUMEROUS PERSONAL LETTERS ARE WRITTEN IN CURSIVE.
W/ ITHOUT THE ABILITY TO READ CURSIVE, FUTURE GENERATIONS MAY LOSE DIRECT ACCESS TO THESE PRIMARY SOURCES.

BY ENSURING THAT STUDENTS LEARN CURSIVE, STATES AIM TO PRESERVE A CONNECTION TO HISTORY AND ENABLE STUDENTS



TO ENGAGE WITH ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS, FOSTERING A DEEPER APPRECIATION OF THEIR CULTURAL ROOTS.

PRACTICALITY AND REAL-\WORLD APPLICATION

BEYOND CULTURAL AND COGNITIVE RATIONALES, PROPONENTS OF CURSIVE EDUCATION HIGHLIGHT ITS PRACTICALITY.
SIGNATURES, FOR EXAMPLE, ARE TYPICALLY WRITTEN IN CURSIVE AND REMAIN LEGALLY BINDING IN MANY CONTEXTS. STUDENTS
WHO LACK CURSIVE SKILLS MAY FACE CHALLENGES IN SIGNING DOCUMENTS OR PERSONALIZING THEIR WRITING.

ADDITIONALLY, SOME EDUCATORS ARGUE THAT CURSIVE CAN BE FASTER AND MORE EFFICIENT THAN PRINT WRITING FOR NOTE-
TAKING, POTENTIALLY AIDING STUDENTS IN ACADEMIC SETTINGS.

CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS oF CURSIVE MANDATES

WHILE 14 STATES REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING, THE MANDATE IS NOT WITHOUT CONTROVERSY. CRITICS QUESTION THE
RELEVANCE OF CURSIVE IN A DIGITAL WORLD AND RAISE CONCERNS ABOUT INSTRUCTIONAL TIME AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION.

COoMPETING EDUCATIONAL PRIORITIES

EDUCATION BUDGETS AND CLASSROOM TIME ARE LIMITED RESOURCES. CRITICS ARGUE THAT TIME SPENT TEACHING CURSIVE
COULD BE BETTER INVESTED IN STRENGTHENING DIGITAL LITERACY, CODING SKILLS, OR OTHER CONTEMPORARY COMPETENCIES
THAT STUDENTS WILL NEED IN THE W ORKFORCE.

IN DISTRICTS WHERE STANDARDIZED TESTING DOMINATES, CURSIVE INSTRUCTION MAY BE DEPRIORITIZED, LEADING TO
INCONSISTENT IMPLEMENTATION EVEN WHEN STATE MANDATES EXIST.

TeACHER PRePAREDNESS AND CURRICULUM INTEGRATION

ANOTHER CHALLENGE LIES IN ENSURING THAT TEACHERS ARE ADEQUATELY TRAINED TO TEACH CURSIVE EFFECTIVELY. NOT ALL
EDUCATORS FEEL CONFIDENT OR EQUIPPED TO INSTRUCT STUDENTS IN CURSIVE HANDWRITING, ESPECIALLY IF THEY THEMSELVES
DID NOT LEARN IT EXTENSIVELY.

FURTHERMORE, INTEGRATING CURSIVE INTO A CROWDED CURRICULUM REQUIRES THOUGHTFUL PLANNING. W/ ITHOUT CLEAR
GUIDELINES AND SUPPORT, SCHOOLS MAY STRUGGLE TO BALANCE CURSIVE INSTRUCTION WITH OTHER ACADEMIC DEMANDS.

CoMPARING CURSIVE EDUCATION ACROSS STATES

THE 14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING DIFFER IN THEIR APPROACHES, TIMELINES, AND ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS. For
EXAMPLE:

o CALIFORNIA: CURSIVE IS TAUGHT BY THIRD GRADE, WITH STANDARDS EMPHASIZING LEGIBILITY AND FLUENCY.

® |NDIANA: SCHOOLS MUST PROVIDE CURSIVE INSTRUCTION BUT CAN TAILOR METHODS TO THEIR STUDENTS’ NEEDS.

o TexAS: CURSIVE IS A TESTED SKILL, WITH STUDENTS REQUIRED TO DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY BY FIFTH GRADE.



THESE VARIED APPROACHES REFLECT THE BALANCE EACH STATE ATTEMPTS TO STRIKE BETWEEN TRADITION AND INNOVATION.

IMPACT ON STUDENT OUTCOMES

\W/HILE DEFINITIVE DATA ON THE IMPACT OF CURSIVE MANDATES ON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IS LIMITED, ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE
SUGGESTS THAT STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE CURSIVE INSTRUCTION OFTEN DEMONSTRATE STRONGER HANDWRITING SKILLS AND MAY
BENEFIT FROM THE COGNITIVE ADVANTAGES ASSOCIATED WITH WRITING BY HAND.

HO\X/EVER, THE RISE OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGIES AND VOICE-TO-TEXT SOFTWARE PRESENTS NEW DYNAMICS THAT MAY
INFLUENCE FUTURE POLICY DECISIONS REGARDING HANDWRITING EDUCATION.

THe FUTURE oF CURrRSIVE WRITING IN AMERICAN ScHooLS

AS TECHNOLOGY CONTINUES TO PERMEATE EDUCATION, THE PLACE OF CURSIVE WRITING REMAINS A SUBJECT OF DEBATE. THE
14 STATES THAT REQUIRE CURSIVE WRITING REPRESENT A COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING A SKILL THAT MANY EDUCATORS AND
POLICYMAKERS VIEW AS FOUNDATIONAL. THESE STATES SERVE AS LABORATORIES FOR BALANCING TRADITIONAL EDUCATIONAL
VALUES WITH CONTEMPORARY REALITIES.

IN THE YEARS AHEAD, THE CONVERSATION SURROUNDING CURSIVE INSTRUCTION WILL LIKELY EVOLVE, INFLUENCED BY
EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, AND CULTURAL PRIORITIES. \W/HETHER MORE STATES WILL FOLLOW
SUIT OR MOVE AWAY FROM CURSIVE MANDATES REMAINS TO BE SEEN. FOR NOW, THE CONTINUED EMPHASIS BY THESE 14
STATES UNDERSCORES THE ENDURING RELEVANCE OF PENMANSHIP IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD.

14 States That Require Cursive Writing

14 states that require cursive writing: Writing Systems and Their Use Dimitrios Meletis,
Christa Durscheid, 2022-06-21 Grapholinguistics, the multifaceted study of writing systems, is
growing increasingly popular, yet to date no coherent account covering and connecting its major
branches exists. This book now gives an overview of the core theoretical and empirical questions of
this field. A treatment of the structure of writing systems—their relation to speech and language,
their material features, linguistic functions, and norms, as well as the different types in which they
come—is complemented by perspectives centring on the use of writing, incorporating
psycholinguistic and sociolinguistic issues such as reading processes or orthographic variation as
social action. Examples stem from a variety of diverse systems such as Chinese, English, Japanese,
Arabic, Thai, German, and Korean, which allows defining concepts in a broadly applicable way and
thereby constructing a comparative grapholinguistic framework that provides readers with
important tools for studying any writing system. The book emphasizes that grapholinguistics is a
discipline in its own right, inviting discussion and further research in this up-and-coming field as
well as an overdue integration of writing into general linguistic discussion.

14 states that require cursive writing: Huber and Headrick's Handwriting Identification
Heidi H. Harralson, Larry S. Miller, 2017-12-14 Forensic document examination is the study of
physical evidence and physical evidence cannot lie. Only its interpretation can err. Only the failure
to find it, or to hear its true testimony can deprive it of its value.—Roy Huber This is a
comprehensive update of Huber and Headrick's seminal work on handwriting examination. New
coverage includes a review of forensic handwriting examination research, handwriting analysis
training and proficiency, revised methods and procedures, an updated listing and clarification of
terminology and electronic signatures, the analysis of digitized handwriting, and other related



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-179/14-states-that-require-cursive-writing.pdf

technological advances. The book includes updated photographs, several added illustrations, and
advances in techniques based on the scientific research conducted in the area over the last 20 years.
Features of the new edition include: The latest on electronic signatures, digital handwriting,
automated handwriting verification, and the many advances in technology and research over the last
two decades An overview of the fundamentals of handwriting examination with updated discussion
of the intrinsic and extrinsic variables associated with handwriting identification A review of the
criticism of handwriting expert opinions and methodology, addressing both the strengths and
scientific limitations of the area Fully revised while remaining true to the spirit and approach of
original authors Roy Huber and A. M. Headrick Addition of nearly 200 new references and new
glossary terms representing advances in research and methods. With extensive photographs to help
clearly illustrate concepts, Huber and Headrick’s Handwriting Identification: Facts and
Fundamentals, Second Edition serves as an invaluable reference to law libraries, practicing
document examiners, forensic and criminal justice students, and every lawyer handling cases in
which the authenticity of handwriting and documents might be disputed.

14 states that require cursive writing: Touching Grass Conrad Riker, 101-01-01 Did you
grow up feeling like the world made sense... until it didn’t? Did you once believe in honor, hard
work, and real relationships — only to be mocked, betrayed, or discarded? Have you watched
everything good — school, dating, friendship, even walking outside — get ruined by screens, lies,
and women who act like mercenaries? - This book isn’t about dating tips or “self-improvement” while
the system burns. - It’s about the war between nature and nonsense — and why you're losing by
playing fair. - It exposes how schools became daycare for degeneracy and obedience training for
slaves. - It names the biological truth behind female hypergamy and why modern dating is a rigged
casino. - It reveals why going outside, alone, with a purpose, is now the most radical act a man can
commit. - It proves social media didn’t connect us — it lobotomized a generation and sold the corpse
to advertisers. - It shows how leftist ideology weaponizes emotion to destroy logic, and why
sentimentality is the enemy of truth. - And it gives you back the lost spirit of Western man — not as a
victim, but as a warrior of reality. If you want to reclaim your mind, your time, and your life from the
frauds and fraudsters who stole them — buy this book today.

14 states that require cursive writing: Teaching Handwriting Dan W. Andersen, 1968

14 states that require cursive writing: Hidden Markov Models: Applications In
Computer Vision Horst Bunke, Terry Michael Caelli, 2001-06-04 Hidden Markov models (HMMs)
originally emerged in the domain of speech recognition. In recent years, they have attracted growing
interest in the area of computer vision as well. This book is a collection of articles on new
developments in the theory of HMMs and their application in computer vision. It addresses topics
such as handwriting recognition, shape recognition, face and gesture recognition, tracking, and
image database retrieval.This book is also published as a special issue of the International Journal of
Pattern Recognition and Artificial Intelligence (February 2001).

14 states that require cursive writing: Leading, Teaching, and Learning the Common Core
Standards Rosemarye T. Taylor, Rebecca Watson, Joyce Nutta, 2014-07-09 Leading, Teaching, and
Learning is a resource for teachers taking action on Common Core State Standards to enhance
student learning. Each chapter addresses various disciplines and grade levels with concrete
examples. Chapters focus on research-based instruction, academic language development, thinking
and complexity, English learners, non-proficient readers, rigor, and collaboration for ongoing
professional capacity building.

14 states that require cursive writing: State Educational Records and Report Series
1970

14 states that require cursive writing: Standard Terminology for Curriculum and
Instruction in Local and State School Systems Willard Dale Chismore, 1970 Thesaurus and
guide to terminology to be used in the collection, maintenance and reporting of educational
information concerning curriculum and training programmes at the local level, state, and national
level in the USA.



14 states that require cursive writing: Resources in Education , 1995

14 states that require cursive writing: Introductory Phonetics and Phonology Linda I.
House, 2013-02-01 Success in mastering any language requires knowledge in speaking, reading, and
writing the language. The speaking component requires the understanding and use of correct
pronunciation, emphasis, and syntactic patterns. The written component requires mastery of the
alphabet, spelling, and the ability to write, print, or type the pattern. Very early in the learning
process, speakers of the English language become keenly aware of the language's lack of sound to
symbol correspondence. To help speech/language researchers, media personnel, individuals learning
English as a second language, and others interested in correct pronunciation, the International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) was devised. Extensively class tested, this book offers a practical
understanding approach to phonetics and the IPA in a workbook format. It will be welcomed by
professionals, students, and trainees in the fields of communication science, communication
disorders, speech pathology, and linguistics.

14 states that require cursive writing: Handwriting Identification Roy A. Huber, A.M.
Headrick, 1999-04-15 Forensic document examination is the study of physical evidence and physical
evidence cannot lie. Only its interpretation can err. Only the failure to find it, or to hear its true
testimony can deprive it of its value. - Roy Huber, author A definitive review of handwriting
identification, this book presents, in a general manner, how to approach document examination and
then, in particular, how to apply handwriting identification to the document. Types of handwriting
are discussed in detail. For the first time in the field of questioned document examination,
Handwriting Identification: Facts and Fundamentals consolidates the pertinent information from
published and unpublished sources respecting writing, that is essential to the expansion of a
practitioner's general knowledge of handwriting identification and to the proper education of
novices. Written in a question and answer format, the book suggests some of the questions that one
might ask of an examiner and provides the answers that knowledgeable and competent examiners
should be expected to give. This book is a valuable addition to law libraries and to every practicing
document examiner, as well as every lawyer handling cases in which the authenticity of handwriting
might be disputed.

14 states that require cursive writing: Memory 101 James Michael Lampinen, Denise R.
Beike, 2014-11-25 Contemporary research has found that memory is much more than the process for
recalling information that has been learned and retainedoit is a rich, nuanced process that is an
important part of every human activity. This highly readable foundational text provides an overview
of the theories and research on human memory from a psychological perspective. Grounded in the
premise that all psychological processes depend on memory, and that memory is shaped by the
functions it serves, the authors look at a wide range of memory processes and discuss the major
theories that have been developed to explain how it functions. This book describes the major
structural and functional theories that guide our understanding of memory. The authors then focus
on everyday functions of memory, including memorizing things, remembering to do things
(prospective memory), and recalling how to do things, such as skills, procedures, and navigation.
Disorders of memory including Alzheimer's and amnesia are examined along with exceptional
memory skills, such as the phenomenon of individuals with highly superior autobiographical
memory. The book also addresses the intriguing and controversial topics of repressed and recovered
memories, the validity of memory in courtroom testimony, and the effects of remembering traumatic
events. Illustrative examples, metaphors, and humor make for a text that is engaging and
entertaining, resulting in a valuable, concise introduction for students. Key Features: Provides a
concise, easy-to-read, yet scientifically based survey of theory and current research on memory
Grounded in the concept that memory is foundational to all psychological processes and human
experience Covers controversial and intriguing topics including repressed and recovered memories,
memory in legal testimony, amnesia, and the phenomenon of super memory Explores the myths and
realities surrounding memory loss The Psych 101 Series Short, reader-friendly introductions to
cutting-edge topics in psychology. With key concepts, controversial topics, and fascinating accounts



of up-to-the-minute research, The Psych 101 Series is a valuable resource for all students of
psychology and anyone interested in the field.

14 states that require cursive writing: Chinese Materials in the Jesuit Archives in Rome,
14th-20th Centuries Albert Chan, 2015-07-17 The Jesuit Archives in Rome (Archium Romanum
Societatus lesu) contains books and manuscripts from the Ming (1369-1644) and Ching (1644-1911)
dynasties on Chinese history, Chinese and Western philosophy, astronomy and other sciences;
volumes by Westerners introducing Christian thought to the Chinese; and works by Chinese
Christians comparing what they were taught by the Jesuits with the Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucian
traditions. Many works deal with the famous Chinese rites controversy. There are also volumes that
treat other religious groups such as the Muslims and the Jews. The archive has a collection of some
of the first Chinese-Western dictionaries. Some of the works include marginal annotations by the
emperors of China, famous Chinese scholars, and Jesuit missionaries and much, much more. This
catalogue consists of careful descriptions of all these archival items with bibliographical sources
pertaining to them. English is the main language, but Latin, other European languages, and Chinese
(with characters) are also abundant.

14 states that require cursive writing: Handwriting in America Tamara Plakins Thornton,
1996-01-01 In this engaging history, the author demonstrates handwriting in America from colonial
times to the present. Exploring such subjects as penmanship, pedagogy, handwriting analysis,
autograph collecting, and calligraphy revivals, Thornton investigates the shifting functions and
meanings of handwriting. 57 illustrations.

14 states that require cursive writing: Stretch Karie Willyerd, Barbara Mistick, 2016-01-26
You know you can do more with your career. And the future is going to demand more of you. The
problem is you are so busy keeping up with the day-to-day that you can't prepare for tomorrow.
Stretch: How to Future Proof Yourself for Tomorrow's Workplace gives you the confidence and
knowledge you need to achieve your goals in an ever-changing world. Karie Willyerd and Barbara
Mistick—established experts and the collective winners of dozens of awards in the field of personal
development and learning—offer evidence-based guidance on obtaining the skills you will need to
thrive in tomorrow's workplace. Built on solid, global research and dozens of personal interviews
with people who have achieved new and inspiring goals, Stretch offers advice, valuable insights,
anecdotes, and recommendations to make achieving your goals practical and within reach. If you are
like other professionals, your biggest worry is becoming obsolete at work. Shifting technologies,
fierce competition among corporations, and recruitment occurring on a global level would give
anyone concern. To remain relevant in spite of change, you need to know how to: Learn in any
situation Open your thinking to a world beyond where you are now Connect to the people who can
help you make your future happen Seek experiences that will prepare you for tomorrow Stay
motivated through the ups and downs of a career so you can bounce forward Stretch: How to Future
Proof Yourself for Tomorrow's Workplace offers five practices to help you start, enhance, and
lengthen your career by anticipating the needs of tomorrow's work environment. Don't become
obsolete. Instead, stretch to achieve your potential.

14 states that require cursive writing: Bulletin of the Public Library of the City of Boston
Boston Public Library, 1916

14 states that require cursive writing: Bulletin [1908-23] Boston Public Library, 1916

14 states that require cursive writing: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Handwriting
Analysis Sheila R. Lowe, 1999 Explains how to use handwriting analysis to understand character,
personal values, love issues, and career ambitions

14 states that require cursive writing: Teachers College Record , 1929

14 states that require cursive writing: The Encyclopeedia Britannica , 1893
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