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worksheets on main idea and supporting details are powerful tools in helping
students grasp essential reading comprehension skills. Understanding the main
idea of a passage and identifying supporting details is foundational for
learners of all ages, from early elementary students to those in middle
school and beyond. These worksheets serve as practical exercises that guide
students through the process of analyzing texts, improving their ability to
summarize, infer, and critically engage with what they read.

Whether you’re a teacher searching for effective classroom resources or a
parent looking to support your child’s literacy development at home,
worksheets on main idea and supporting details offer structured opportunities
to practice these skills. They often include a range of activities—from
identifying the central thought of a paragraph to distinguishing between key
facts and minor information—making them versatile and adaptable to different
learning levels.

Why Focus on Main Idea and Supporting Details?

Reading comprehension isn’t just about recognizing words; it’s about making
meaning from texts. The main idea represents the core message or the “big
picture” of a passage, while supporting details provide evidence, examples,
or explanations that reinforce that message. Developing the ability to
pinpoint these elements helps readers:

- Summarize content effectively
- Organize information logically
- Improve critical thinking and analytical skills
- Prepare for standardized tests that test reading comprehension
- Build confidence in reading a variety of texts

Through targeted practice, students become more proficient at extracting
important information and distinguishing it from less relevant details, a
skill that translates across subjects and real-world reading situations.

How Worksheets on Main Idea and Supporting
Details Enhance Learning



Worksheets designed around main idea and supporting details aid learning by
breaking down reading passages into manageable parts. Here’s how they
contribute to comprehension growth:

Structured Practice with Varied Texts

Many worksheets incorporate diverse reading materials—stories, informational
texts, poems, and articles—offering students exposure to different genres.
This variety helps learners recognize main ideas and details in multiple
contexts, boosting adaptability.

Step-by-Step Guidance

Often, these worksheets guide students through a systematic approach: first
identifying the topic, then the main idea, followed by supporting details.
This scaffolding builds confidence and ensures understanding at each stage.

Interactive and Engaging Formats

To keep students motivated, worksheets may include graphic organizers like
webs, charts, or tables. Visual tools help learners visually separate main
ideas from supporting elements, making abstract concepts more concrete.

Self-Assessment Opportunities

Some worksheets provide answer keys or prompts for reflection, enabling
students to check their work and develop self-monitoring skills. This
feedback loop encourages independent learning and growth.

Types of Worksheets on Main Idea and Supporting
Details

Depending on the learner’s level and objectives, worksheets can vary widely.
Here are some common types you might encounter or want to use:

Identifying the Main Idea

These worksheets present a passage or paragraph and ask students to choose or
write the main idea. They often include multiple-choice questions or fill-in-



the-blank formats to hone this specific skill.

Distinguishing Supporting Details

Students practice spotting facts, examples, or descriptions that reinforce
the main idea. Activities may involve highlighting or underlining details or
matching statements to the main idea.

Sorting Activities

In sorting worksheets, students categorize sentences or phrases into “main
idea” and “supporting details” columns. This hands-on approach clarifies the
relationship between these components.

Graphic Organizers

Visual learners benefit greatly from worksheets featuring concept maps, idea
webs, or charts allowing them to organize thoughts and see the connections
between main ideas and supporting points.

Summarizing Exercises

Some worksheets culminate in asking students to write a summary based on the
main idea and supporting details they have identified, reinforcing
comprehension and synthesis skills.

Tips for Using Worksheets Effectively

While worksheets are valuable, how they’re used can make a big difference in
their impact. Consider the following strategies for maximizing their
effectiveness:

Pre-Reading Discussions

Before handing out worksheets, engage students in conversations about the
topic. Activating prior knowledge sets the stage for better comprehension and
makes the task more meaningful.



Model the Process

Demonstrate how to identify a main idea and supporting details using a sample
text. Think aloud as you work through the passage so students can follow your
reasoning.

Encourage Group Work

Collaborative activities, where students discuss and decide on main ideas
together, promote deeper understanding and allow peer learning.

Differentiate Based on Skill Level

Tailor worksheet difficulty to the student’s reading ability. For beginners,
shorter passages with clear main ideas are best, while advanced learners can
tackle more nuanced texts.

Incorporate Technology

Digital worksheets or interactive platforms can add variety and immediate
feedback, keeping students engaged and motivated.

Integrating Worksheets into a Broader Literacy
Curriculum

Worksheets on main idea and supporting details shouldn’t stand alone; they
work best as part of a comprehensive approach to literacy development.
Pairing these exercises with other reading strategies, such as vocabulary
building, inference making, and text structure analysis, offers a well-
rounded skill set.

For example, after completing a worksheet, students might:

- Discuss how the main idea relates to the author’s purpose
- Relate supporting details to their own experiences or prior knowledge
- Compare main ideas across different texts on similar topics
- Write their own paragraphs focusing on clear main ideas and adequate
supporting details

This integration deepens comprehension and encourages students to think
critically and creatively about texts.



Resources and Where to Find Quality Worksheets

Finding high-quality worksheets on main idea and supporting details is easier
than ever with numerous online educational platforms available. Many websites
offer free printable resources tailored to various grade levels.
Additionally, teachers can create customized worksheets using templates that
align with specific classroom goals.

When selecting worksheets, look for:

- Clear instructions and examples
- Age-appropriate reading passages
- A variety of question types (multiple choice, short answer, sorting)
- Inclusion of answer keys or guidance notes

Popular educational sites, teacher blogs, and digital learning marketplaces
provide a wealth of options to suit different teaching styles and student
needs.

---

Incorporating worksheets on main idea and supporting details into reading
instruction supports learners in becoming confident, thoughtful readers. By
practicing these critical skills regularly, students gain the ability to
navigate complex texts, enhance their academic performance, and develop a
lifelong appreciation for reading.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are worksheets on main idea and supporting
details?
Worksheets on main idea and supporting details are educational materials
designed to help students identify the central concept of a passage and the
facts or examples that support it.

Why are main idea and supporting details worksheets
important?
They help students improve reading comprehension by teaching them how to
distinguish the primary message of a text from the details that explain or
support it.

At what grade levels are main idea and supporting



details worksheets commonly used?
These worksheets are commonly used from 2nd grade through middle school, with
complexity increasing as students advance.

What types of activities are included in main idea
and supporting details worksheets?
Activities often include reading passages followed by questions asking
students to identify the main idea, list supporting details, and
differentiate between relevant and irrelevant information.

How can teachers use worksheets on main idea and
supporting details effectively?
Teachers can use these worksheets to provide practice, assess student
understanding, and reinforce lessons on identifying key concepts in texts.

Can worksheets on main idea and supporting details
be adapted for different subjects?
Yes, these worksheets can be tailored for subjects like science, social
studies, or literature to enhance content comprehension across disciplines.

Are there digital versions of main idea and
supporting details worksheets available?
Yes, many educational websites offer printable and interactive digital
worksheets to engage students in identifying main ideas and supporting
details.

How do worksheets on main idea and supporting
details support developing critical thinking skills?
They encourage students to analyze texts carefully, distinguish important
information from minor details, and summarize content effectively.

What strategies do worksheets on main idea and
supporting details typically teach?
They teach strategies such as summarizing paragraphs, identifying topic
sentences, and recognizing supporting facts or examples within a text.

Where can I find free worksheets on main idea and



supporting details?
Free worksheets can be found on educational websites like Teachers Pay
Teachers, Education.com, and Scholastic, as well as through school resource
portals.

Additional Resources
Worksheets on Main Idea and Supporting Details: Enhancing Reading
Comprehension Skills

Worksheets on main idea and supporting details have become an essential tool
in the landscape of literacy education. These resources are designed to help
students identify the core message of a passage while distinguishing the
evidence or examples that reinforce that central thought. In an age where
reading comprehension is increasingly critical—not only for academic success
but also for everyday information processing—educators and parents alike seek
effective methods to strengthen these skills. Worksheets focusing on this
area offer a structured approach that blends clarity with engagement, making
them indispensable in classrooms and homeschooling environments.

The Role of Worksheets on Main Idea and
Supporting Details in Literacy Development

Understanding the main idea and supporting details is a foundational aspect
of reading comprehension. The main idea represents the primary point or
concept that the author wishes to convey, while supporting details provide
the necessary context, evidence, or explanation that solidifies that idea.
Worksheets targeting these specific components facilitate a focused learning
experience, allowing students to practice discerning between essential and
supplementary information.

Recent educational studies suggest that explicit instruction combined with
targeted practice significantly improves students’ abilities to analyze texts
critically. In this context, worksheets serve as a practical medium for
embedding repeated exposure and reinforcement. Unlike passive reading, these
exercises require active engagement, challenging learners to think
analytically about the structure and content of passages.

Key Features of Effective Worksheets on Main Idea
and Supporting Details

Not all worksheets are created equal. The effectiveness of worksheets on main
idea and supporting details depends on several key design elements:



Varied Text Types: Incorporating both fictional and informational texts
helps students apply skills across different genres.

Progressive Difficulty: Worksheets that gradually increase in complexity
support learner confidence and skill development.

Clear Instructions: Explicit directions guide students to understand
what is expected, reducing confusion and promoting accuracy.

Interactive Components: Activities such as identifying, underlining, or
matching main ideas to supporting details encourage active
participation.

Feedback Opportunities: Some worksheets include answer keys or self-
check sections, enabling students to assess their understanding.

These features are crucial in crafting materials that not only educate but
also engage, fostering a deeper comprehension of reading content.

Integrating Worksheets into Classroom and Home
Learning

Worksheets on main idea and supporting details are versatile and can be
seamlessly integrated into various educational settings. In classrooms, they
often serve as supplementary exercises following direct instruction or as
formative assessments to gauge student progress. Teachers appreciate the ease
of customization and the ability to target specific comprehension skills.

At home, parents and tutors utilize these worksheets to reinforce learning
outside school hours. The structured format provides a clear focus that can
help struggling readers develop confidence. Additionally, many online
platforms offer printable or digital worksheets, broadening access and
allowing for flexible usage tailored to individual learning paces.

Comparative Insights: Digital vs. Printable
Worksheets

With the rise of digital education tools, worksheets on main idea and
supporting details now come in both printable and interactive digital
formats. Each has its advantages and limitations.

Printable Worksheets: These traditional formats are straightforward,



requiring no electronic devices. They are beneficial for tactile
learners who benefit from writing and highlighting. However, they lack
immediate feedback unless paired with guided instruction.

Digital Worksheets: Interactive digital worksheets often feature instant
feedback and adaptive difficulty, enhancing engagement. They can
incorporate multimedia elements, such as audio or video passages,
catering to diverse learning styles. On the downside, they require
reliable technology access, which may not be available to all learners.

Educators often blend both formats to maximize reach and effectiveness,
adapting to the context and resources at hand.

Addressing Challenges in Teaching Main Idea and
Supporting Details

Despite the availability of worksheets and instructional materials, teaching
students to accurately identify main ideas and supporting details presents
several challenges:

Abstract Thinking Required: Younger students or those with limited1.
vocabulary may struggle to grasp abstract concepts embedded in texts.

Overemphasis on Recall: Some worksheets focus narrowly on rote2.
identification rather than encouraging deeper analytical thinking.

Diverse Text Complexity: Texts that are too complex or too simplistic3.
can either overwhelm or bore students, impeding skill acquisition.

Lack of Contextual Understanding: Without background knowledge, students4.
may misinterpret supporting details or fail to connect them to the main
idea.

To mitigate these issues, educators often supplement worksheets with
discussions, modeling, and scaffolded reading sessions.

Optimizing Worksheets for SEO and Educational
Relevance

In the digital age, the accessibility of worksheets on main idea and
supporting details depends heavily on SEO strategies implemented by
educational content creators. Effective optimization includes the integration



of relevant LSI (Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords such as “reading
comprehension exercises,” “identifying key points in a passage,” “main idea
practice worksheets,” and “supporting details activities for students.” These
phrases naturally enhance discoverability while maintaining content quality.

Moreover, high-ranking worksheets typically offer:

Engaging titles and clear learning objectives

Age-appropriate language and content

Downloadable formats with user-friendly layouts

Alignment with educational standards such as Common Core

By focusing on these aspects, providers ensure that their resources meet both
educational needs and search engine visibility requirements.

The Impact of Worksheets on Student Outcomes

Empirical evidence supports the positive impact of structured worksheets on
main idea and supporting detail recognition. In controlled studies, students
using targeted worksheets showed a marked improvement in reading
comprehension assessments compared to peers who received unstructured reading
practice. These gains were especially notable among early elementary learners
and those with learning difficulties.

Furthermore, worksheets promote independent learning by empowering students
to self-assess and recognize patterns in text structure. This autonomy is a
critical step toward lifelong literacy and critical thinking skills.

Exploring the nuances of worksheets on main idea and supporting details
reveals their multifaceted role in literacy education. By enabling learners
to pinpoint central concepts and corroborating evidence, these tools not only
enhance reading comprehension but also prepare students for more complex
analytical tasks across disciplines. As educational methodologies evolve, the
continued refinement and application of such worksheets remain a cornerstone
in fostering effective reading strategies.

Worksheets On Main Idea And Supporting Details

  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Worksheets Don't Grow Dendrites
Marcia L. Tate, 2010-02-18 What could be more frustrating for teachers than teaching an important
lesson and then having students unable to recall the content just 24 hours later? In this new edition

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-178/worksheets-on-main-idea-and-supporting-details.pdf


of Marcia Tate′s best-selling Worksheets Don′t Grow Dendrites, her 20 field-tested, brain-compatible
instructional strategies that maximize memory and minimize forgetting are supported by new
classroom applications and research throughout. Each short chapter is devoted to one of the
strategies and includes: the brain research and learning style theory undergirding the strategy,
sample classroom activities utilizing the strategy, and reflection/action planning steps. As Tate′s
many workshop participants worldwide can attest, using these strategies will not only help students
retain content and increase motivation but will also improve the classroom environment.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: The Complete Learning Disabilities
Handbook Joan M. Harwell, Rebecca Williams Jackson, 2014-03-20 The third edition of this classic
resource is a comprehensive source of information, strategies, and activities for working with
learning disabled students. The book offers special educators, classroom teachers, and parents a
wealth of new and proven suggestions and ready-to-use materials for helping LD students of all ages
learn and perform at their fullest potential.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Reading and Language Arts Worksheets
Don′t Grow Dendrites Marcia L. Tate, 2013-11-05 Brain-based strategies turn reluctant readers into
motivated and engaged learners! Experts say that when students engage in learning, comprehension
is more likely to occur. Building on Marcia Tate’s 20 successful dendrite-growing teaching
strategies, Reading and Language Arts Worksheets Don’t Grow Dendrites, based on the very latest
research, contains more than 200 activities for delivering brain-based literacy instruction. Now in a
new, reader-friendly format and consistent with the Common Core State Standards, this classroom
companion is dedicated to improving the way students learn to read and read to learn. You’ll
discover hands-on techniques grouped by grade level and standard to help teach reading in relevant
ways. Activities cover essential categories of literacy and language arts instruction, including
Phonemic and phonological awareness Fluency and vocabulary instruction Text comprehension
Writing Speaking and listening Language Cross-curricular instruction Reading literacture and
information text When teachers understand how to plan and execute great lessons and when
students are involved and engaged, true learning occurs. Start today! Praise for the previous edition:
I thoroughly enjoyed reading this user-friendly book and plan to share the activities with teachers
working with struggling readers. —Catherine Duffy, English Chairperson Three Village Central
School District, East Setauket, NY
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Writing Worksheets Delores Boufford,
1998-09-01 Give your students an opportunity to get their creative juices flowing while learning
important skills! This packet contains worksheets and activities that introduce the basics of writing
and addressing a personal and business letter, writing a book report, creating an outline, and
constructing a bibliography. Answer key is included.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Reading Comprehension: Using Graphic
Organizers to Identify Main Ideas Brenda Rollins, 2013-05-01 **This is the chapter slice Using
Graphic Organizers to Identify Main Ideas from the full lesson plan Reading Comprehension** A
child’s ability to read and comprehend the written word is his touchstone to success in school and in
life. The primary object of our Reading Comprehension guide is to teach the reading skills that are
basic to reading fluency and understanding in all subject areas and situations. Reading is the most
essential communication skill in our society. For this reason, the author has given emphasis to many
of the primary building blocks of reading acquisition, such as using context clues, determining main
idea, and understanding inferences. “Reading Comprehension” emphasize important concepts and
appear throughout this series. Definitions of important terms and many opportunities to practice the
skills being taught also make this book user-friendly and easy to understand. In addition, the
objectives used in this book are structured using Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning to ensure
educational appropriateness. All of our content meets the Common Core State Standards and are
written to Bloom's Taxonomy.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Exploring Ecology Patricia Warren, Janet
Galle, 2005 Designed specifically for easy use, Exploring Ecology combines content with activities,



all in one place, and organized into four clear sections. Although the book is targeted to teachers of
science in grades 4-8, many activities have been adapted for students ranging from first grade to
high school.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Successful Strategies for Reading in
the Content Areas: Secondary Sarah K. Clark, Sharon Coan, 2007-06 Three books containing a
variety of reading strategies that will help increase comprehension. Some strategies include purpose
questions, predicting, previewing, anticipation guides, webbing, writing before reading, etc.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: McGraw-Hill's TABE Level A: Test of Adult
Basic Education Phyllis Dutwin, Carol J. Altreuter, Kathleen A. Peno, 2003-05-22 An invaluable guide
to the pre-GED qualification test Covering the highest level tested by the Test of Adult Basic
Education--readers with skill levels of grades 9-12--TABE offers comprehensive, direct instruction;
test previews; and study skills material designed to be easily accessible by adult learners outside the
classroom setting. Basic reading, writing, and math skills are taught by means of familiar, everyday
items. Developed to help adults realize both learning and career goals, this book contains: Helpful
charts and tables Practice exercises Pretests, posttests, and skills analysis charts Reading passages
taken from real-life experiences And much more
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Bookmarking Alicia E. Vandenbroek,
2012-07-16 With easy-to-follow tutorial guides, this book is your one-stop-shop for implementing
creative activities for all ages on social bookmarking tools. Focusing on ways social bookmarking can
impact academic and public libraries and increase collaborations with both patrons and faculty,
Bookmarking: Beyond the Basics introduces a variety of social bookmarking websites with helpful
tutorials and activities for a wide range of users. It addresses social bookmarking sites such as
Delicious/Avos, LaterThis, Jog the Web, Sqworl, LiveBinders, Diigo, and covers shared bookmarking
with QR codes. The description of each website is accompanied by practical information on how to
use this bookmarking tool in the classroom, school library, or public library to create personal
learning networks and provide resources for patrons. The book describes ways classroom teachers
can work collaboratively with librarians to incorporate social bookmarking into the classroom.
Included activities are developmentally appropriate for primary grade students up to adult patrons.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: La R‚daction de Textes R. Solski,
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: The Art of Teaching Creative Writing Priti
Gala, 2024-06-05 Ever wondered how to transform your classroom into a hub of creativity and
self-expression? The Art of Teaching Creative Writing is your go-to guide for inspiring young writers
and bringing the joy of Creative Writing to life! Packed with lesson plans, writing prompts, and
innovative teaching techniques, this book takes you on an interactive journey through the world of
creative writing. You'll learn how to spark students' imaginations, nurture their voices, and create a
supportive, engaging atmosphere in your classroom. From vocabulary enhancement to descriptive
writing to narrative arcs and stories, this book covers it all. Whether you're a seasoned educator or
just starting out, The Art of Teaching Creative Writing will help you unlock your students' potential
and watch their stories come to life!
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Formative Assessment Leadership Karen
L. Sanzo, Steve Myran, John Caggiano, 2014-09-23 This exciting new book is for school leaders who
are interested in transforming their school and district practices. Discussing issues that impact
students, teachers within their classrooms, and the larger school community, Formative Assessment
Leadership explores how leaders can implement effective professional development and positive
change in their schools. Breaking down formative assessment into manageable, understandable
parts, the authors provide: An exploration of what formative data-based decision making looks like
Scaffolding that enables school leaders to effectively integrate processes into their own school
structure Discussion of potential barriers to success and how to overcome these challenges Practical
examples that help ground the formative assessment leadership concepts A range of worksheets and
templates to help implement formative assessment leadership in your schools
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: The Write Genre Lori Jamison Rog, 2004



Discover a balanced approach to writing workshop that is organized around writing genres and uses
specific writing skills to help students write creative, effective fiction and nonfiction.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Successful Strategies for Reading in
the Content Areas Sara Connolly, 2007-07-31 Three books containing a variety of reading
strategies that will help increase comprehension. Some strategies include purpose questions,
predicting, previewing, anticipation guides, webbing, writing before reading, etc.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Reading Comprehension: Using
Graphic Organizers to Make Inferences Brenda Rollins, 2013-05-01 **This is the chapter slice
Using Graphic Organizers to Make Inferences from the full lesson plan Reading Comprehension** A
child’s ability to read and comprehend the written word is his touchstone to success in school and in
life. The primary object of our Reading Comprehension guide is to teach the reading skills that are
basic to reading fluency and understanding in all subject areas and situations. Reading is the most
essential communication skill in our society. For this reason, the author has given emphasis to many
of the primary building blocks of reading acquisition, such as using context clues, determining main
idea, and understanding inferences. “Reading Comprehension” emphasize important concepts and
appear throughout this series. Definitions of important terms and many opportunities to practice the
skills being taught also make this book user-friendly and easy to understand. In addition, the
objectives used in this book are structured using Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning to ensure
educational appropriateness. All of our content meets the Common Core State Standards and are
written to Bloom's Taxonomy.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Reading Comprehension: Using
Graphic Organizers to Draw Conclusions Brenda Rollins, 2013-05-01 **This is the chapter slice
Using Graphic Organizers to Draw Conclusions from the full lesson plan Reading Comprehension**
A child’s ability to read and comprehend the written word is his touchstone to success in school and
in life. The primary object of our Reading Comprehension guide is to teach the reading skills that are
basic to reading fluency and understanding in all subject areas and situations. Reading is the most
essential communication skill in our society. For this reason, the author has given emphasis to many
of the primary building blocks of reading acquisition, such as using context clues, determining main
idea, and understanding inferences. “Reading Comprehension” emphasize important concepts and
appear throughout this series. Definitions of important terms and many opportunities to practice the
skills being taught also make this book user-friendly and easy to understand. In addition, the
objectives used in this book are structured using Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning to ensure
educational appropriateness. All of our content meets the Common Core State Standards and are
written to Bloom's Taxonomy.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Wrap Te, the Office Mary Ellen Oliverio,
William Robert Pasewark, White, 2006-04 This book is a comprehensive office procedures text for
high school students, which provides essential skills for success in today's business world. The text
is designed to teach knowledge and skills that are needed in a variety of careers where workers
communicate, manage information, use technology, handle records, work with others, and solve
problems in an office setting. The activities in the text are task-oriented, requiring students to apply
knowledge and skills learned to complete an assignment or solve a problem. The text has three types
of feature boxes in each chapter: Online Resources, providing information on our product Web site
that relates to the chapter and professional organizations such as ARMA; Workplace Connections
provide comments from fictional business employees related to material presented in the chapter;
and Focus On ... offering information on current topics of special interest. - Publisher.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Strategies for Teaching Science, Levels
6-12 Barbara Houtz, 2011-06-01 Developed for grades 6-12, this rich resource provides teachers
with practical strategies to enhance science instruction. Strategies and model lessons are provided
in each of the following overarching topics: inquiry and exploration, critical thinking and
questioning, real-world applications, integrating the content areas and technology, and assessment.
Research-based information and management techniques are also provided to support teachers as



they implement the strategies within this resource. This resource supports core concepts of STEM
instruction.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Reading Comprehension Gr. 5-8
Brenda Rollins, 2009-09-01 A child’s ability to read and comprehend the written word is his
touchstone to success in school and in life. Designed to teach the reading skills that are basic to
reading fluency, our resource emphasizes the primary building blocks of reading acquisition. Start
off by identifying the main idea of a passage. Find out how details will point to the most important
part of a story. Then, use graphic organizers to help identify context clues. Find out what questions
to ask before drawing conclusions. Gather all the facts and prior knowledge to help. Learn all about
making inferences, and how clues from the text and your own knowledge and experiences will tell
you what the author is trying to say. Discover the differences between facts and opinions. Learning
to read between the lines will help with comprehension. Finally, discover transition words as you
learn about sequencing. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy,
reproducible writing tasks, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included.
  worksheets on main idea and supporting details: Theory and Practice of Writing William
Grabe, Robert B. Kaplan, 2014-09-25 This book undertakes a general framework within which to
consider the complex nature of the writing task in English, both as a first, and as a second language.
The volume explores varieties of writing, different purposes for learning to write extended text, and
cross-cultural variation among second-language writers. The volume overviews textlinguistic
research, explores process approaches to writing, discusses writing for professional purposes, and
contrastive rhetoric. It proposes a model for text construction as well as a framework for a more
general theory of writing. Later chapters, organised around seventy-five themes for writing
instruction are devoted to the teaching of writing at the beginning, intermediate, and advanced
levels. Writing assessment and other means for responding to writing are also discussed. William
Grabe and Robert Kaplan summarise various theoretical strands that have been recently explored by
applied linguists and other writing researchers, and draw these strands together into a coherent
overview of the nature of written text. Finally they suggest methods for the teaching of writing
consistent with the nature, processes and social context of writing.
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