
william hurt a history of violence
William Hurt A History of Violence: Exploring the Actor's Role in a Cinematic Masterpiece

william hurt a history of violence is a phrase that resonates deeply not only with fans of
the acclaimed actor but also with cinephiles who appreciate the artistry and complexity
behind the film "A History of Violence." William Hurt, a venerable figure in Hollywood,
brought a unique gravitas to many roles throughout his career, and although he did not
star in the titular role of this particular film, his connection through the era and genre
invites an interesting exploration of his contributions to similar narratives and the
cinematic landscape surrounding "A History of Violence."

In this article, we'll dive into the nuances of William Hurt’s career, his association with
crime and drama films, and the thematic intersections with David Cronenberg’s “A History
of Violence.” We will also explore how Hurt’s acting style and film choices complement the
themes of violence, identity, and morality that are central to the movie. For anyone
interested in the intricate tapestry of Hollywood’s portrayal of violence and the actors who
embody these stories, this piece offers a thoughtful perspective.

William Hurt’s Career: A Brief Overview

William Hurt was one of the most respected actors of his generation, known for his intense
performances and ability to convey complex emotions. Starting his film career in the late
1970s, Hurt quickly garnered attention with his breakout role in "Kiss of the Spider
Woman" (1985), which earned him an Academy Award for Best Actor. Over the years, Hurt
became synonymous with roles that demanded a subtle yet powerful presence, often
portraying characters grappling with inner turmoil or moral ambiguity.

His body of work includes a wide variety of films, from romantic dramas like "The Big
Chill" to political thrillers such as "The Queen." Although he didn’t star in "A History of
Violence" (2005), Hurt’s filmography shares thematic overlaps with the movie’s
exploration of violence and identity.

Understanding “A History of Violence”

Directed by David Cronenberg, “A History of Violence” is a gripping crime thriller that
delves into the life of Tom Stall, played by Viggo Mortensen, a man whose violent past
resurfaces unexpectedly. The film examines how violence shapes identity and the
consequences of trying to escape one’s history. It is a profound narrative about family,
secrets, and the thin line between civility and savagery.

The movie is praised for its restrained direction, powerful performances, and thought-
provoking script. It engages viewers in a moral dilemma, asking whether violence can ever
be justified or truly left behind.



Thematic Parallels with William Hurt’s Roles

While William Hurt was not part of the cast, many of his roles in films with similar dark,
psychological, and moral themes make the phrase “william hurt a history of violence” a
fascinating point of discussion. Hurt’s performances in movies like "The Killer Inside Me"
(2010) and "The Big Chill" (1983) show his ability to navigate complex narratives about
human nature, much like “A History of Violence.”

Both Hurt’s characters and Cronenberg’s film focus on the duality of man—the struggle
between civility and primal instincts. This thematic overlap underscores Hurt’s
significance in the genre of psychological and violent drama, even if indirectly related to
the movie.

William Hurt’s Impact on Crime and Drama
Genres

William Hurt’s legacy in crime and drama films is substantial. His nuanced portrayals
often bring a layered perspective to characters who exist in morally gray areas. This
makes his work particularly relevant when discussing films like “A History of Violence,”
which challenge viewers to question the nature of good and evil.

Notable Films That Reflect Similar Themes

The Killer Inside Me (2010): Hurt plays a role in this dark psychological thriller
that explores violent impulses beneath a calm exterior.

A History of Violence (2005): While Hurt is not in this film, the narrative’s focus on
concealed pasts and violent identity echoes themes Hurt often explored.

The Big Chill (1983): A drama about friendship and confronting past choices,
showing Hurt’s versatility in handling deep emotional material.

Children of a Lesser God (1986): Showcasing Hurt’s ability to portray sensitive and
challenging roles, though less violent, it adds to his dramatic range.

These films collectively highlight Hurt’s affinity for stories that dissect human nature and
the consequences of actions, often stepping into the territory of violence, whether physical
or emotional.



The Art of Portraying Violence: William Hurt’s
Approach

William Hurt was known for his subtle and introspective acting style, which allowed him to
portray violent or troubled characters without resorting to overt aggression. His
performances often emphasized internal conflict, making the violence in his roles feel
more psychological than physical. This approach contrasts with the more explicit violence
depicted in "A History of Violence" but complements the film’s exploration of the internal
struggle within violent individuals.

Why This Matters in Film

Portraying violence on screen is a delicate art. Too much can desensitize viewers; too little
can fail to convey the gravity of the situation. Hurt’s ability to suggest violence through
emotional depth and restrained acting adds a layer of realism and complexity. This method
invites audiences to engage more deeply with the character’s motives and struggles,
fostering empathy rather than mere shock.

In “A History of Violence,” Cronenberg employs a similar technique—using sudden bursts
of violence amid quieter, tense moments to highlight the dual nature of the protagonist.
Understanding Hurt’s style helps viewers appreciate the various ways violence can be
portrayed to serve a narrative’s psychological depth.

Legacy and Influence: William Hurt and Modern
Cinema

William Hurt’s influence extends beyond his filmography. His commitment to complex
storytelling and character-driven narratives paved the way for many contemporary actors
and filmmakers. His work encourages a more thoughtful examination of themes like
violence, identity, and morality, all of which are central to “A History of Violence.”

Lessons for Actors and Filmmakers

Embrace complexity: Hurt’s roles show that characters are rarely black-and-white;
understanding their motivations enriches the story.

Balance restraint and intensity: Violence on screen is most impactful when paired
with subtlety and emotional depth.

Explore moral ambiguity: Films like “A History of Violence” thrive on questions
rather than answers, a technique evident in Hurt’s best performances.



These insights help current and future creators craft stories that resonate deeply, avoiding
clichés and superficial portrayals.

Where to Watch and Appreciate the Nuances

For those interested in experiencing the interplay of William Hurt’s acting style with the
themes of “A History of Violence,” watching both his films and Cronenberg’s movie back-
to-back can be enlightening. Streaming platforms often offer a rich catalog of Hurt’s work
alongside “A History of Violence,” providing a convenient way to explore these thematic
connections.

Whether through Hurt’s emotionally charged performances or the stark realism of
Cronenberg’s direction, viewers gain a richer understanding of how cinema tackles the
complexities of violence and identity.

---

Exploring William Hurt’s career alongside “A History of Violence” reveals much about the
art of portraying violence on screen. While Hurt may not have starred in the film, his
influence and thematic resonance remain significant. His ability to convey inner conflict
and moral complexity enriches the conversation about how violence shapes characters and
narratives in modern cinema, making this exploration both timely and meaningful.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is William Hurt in the movie 'A History of
Violence'?
William Hurt plays the character Richie Cusack, a local mobster who becomes a key
antagonist in the film 'A History of Violence.'

What role does William Hurt's character play in 'A
History of Violence'?
In 'A History of Violence,' William Hurt's character, Richie Cusack, is a ruthless gangster
who seeks revenge and challenges the protagonist's attempt to escape his violent past.

How was William Hurt's performance received in 'A
History of Violence'?
William Hurt's performance in 'A History of Violence' was praised for its intensity and
depth, effectively portraying a menacing and complex villain.



Did William Hurt receive any awards or nominations for
'A History of Violence'?
While 'A History of Violence' received critical acclaim, William Hurt did not receive major
award nominations specifically for his role in the film.

What is the significance of William Hurt's character in
the plot of 'A History of Violence'?
William Hurt's character, Richie Cusack, drives much of the conflict in the story as his
pursuit forces the protagonist to confront his hidden violent past.

How does William Hurt's character interact with the
main character in 'A History of Violence'?
Richie Cusack, played by William Hurt, confronts Tom Stall, the protagonist, revealing the
darker history behind Tom's peaceful life and escalating the film's central tension.

Is William Hurt's portrayal in 'A History of Violence'
different from his other roles?
Yes, William Hurt's role as Richie Cusack in 'A History of Violence' showcases a darker,
more menacing side compared to many of his previous, often more subdued or heroic
roles.

Additional Resources
William Hurt: A History of Violence Explored

william hurt a history of violence stands as a compelling intersection of a distinguished
actor’s nuanced performance and a film that delves deep into the human psyche’s darker
corridors. In David Cronenberg’s 2005 psychological thriller “A History of Violence,”
William Hurt’s portrayal of a conflicted character contributes significantly to the film’s
layered narrative. This article investigates Hurt’s involvement in the movie, the themes
the film explores, and how his performance fits into the broader context of his career.

The Role of William Hurt in “A History of
Violence”

While the movie primarily centers around Viggo Mortensen’s character, Tom Stall, William
Hurt plays the pivotal role of Richie Cusack, a menacing crime boss who surfaces from the
shadows to reclaim a violent past that the protagonist seeks to escape. Hurt’s Richie is a
figure of latent menace, embodying the threat of a buried, brutal history erupting into the
present.



Hurt brings a chilling subtlety to the role. Unlike overt villains who rely on exaggerated
menace, his interpretation of Richie is restrained yet palpably threatening. This nuanced
villainy enriches the film’s tension and adds complexity to the narrative’s exploration of
identity and violence.

William Hurt’s Characterization of Richie Cusack

Richie Cusack functions as more than just an antagonist; he symbolizes the inescapable
nature of one’s history. Hurt’s performance conveys a man who is both ruthless and
strangely charismatic. His interactions with Mortensen’s character oscillate between cold
intimidation and a warped sense of camaraderie, reflecting the complicated ties of shared
pasts.

The actor’s ability to embody this duality—simultaneously human and monstrous—elevates
the film’s psychological depth. Hurt’s calm demeanor juxtaposed with sudden bursts of
violence creates a palpable unease that permeates the film's atmosphere.

“A History of Violence”: Themes and Context

David Cronenberg’s direction is known for exploring the human body and mind under
duress, and “A History of Violence” is no exception. The film probes the consequences of
violence on personal identity and family dynamics. It asks whether one can truly escape a
violent past or if it is inevitably inscribed within.

William Hurt’s role as Richie Cusack is central to this inquiry. His character’s pursuit of
Tom Stall reintroduces the specter of violence, forcing the protagonist and his family to
confront buried truths. The film’s narrative structure, moving between quiet domestic
scenes and sudden violent outbursts, mirrors the instability of peace when shadowed by
past brutality.

Comparisons to Other Performances by William Hurt

William Hurt’s career is marked by diverse and complex roles, many of which engage with
themes of moral ambiguity and psychological tension. His work in “The Big Chill” (1983),
“Kiss of the Spider Woman” (1985), and “The Accidental Tourist” (1988) showcase his
versatility in portraying emotionally layered characters.

In “A History of Violence,” Hurt channels a darker, more menacing energy that contrasts
with some of his earlier, more vulnerable performances. This role underscores his ability
to adapt and deliver performances that are contextually rich and emotionally resonant.



Impact and Reception of William Hurt’s
Performance

Critics and audiences alike have noted Hurt’s chilling yet understated portrayal of Richie
Cusack as a highlight of the film. His presence imbues the story with an ominous weight
that complements Mortensen’s protagonist and Cronenberg’s directorial vision.

Many reviews emphasize how Hurt’s performance enhances the film’s exploration of
violence as an inherited and inescapable force. His ability to maintain a quiet menace,
rather than resorting to overt villainy, has been praised for adding psychological
complexity.

Pros and Cons of Hurt’s Interpretation

Pros: Nuanced portrayal; strong screen presence; conveys complexity; enhances
tension.

Cons: Limited screen time compared to lead; some viewers may find his subtlety less
immediately impactful.

These factors make Hurt’s performance memorable, even if it is less dominant in terms of
screen time. It serves as a critical counterpoint to the protagonist’s journey.

Legacy and Influence

“A History of Violence” remains one of the standout films in William Hurt’s later career,
evidencing his continued relevance and adaptability as an actor. The film’s exploration of
violence and identity ties into broader cinematic conversations about the nature of human
aggression and the possibility of redemption.

Hurt’s involvement in the film adds a layer of gravitas, linking his established reputation
for compelling character work with a story that interrogates moral complexity. For fans
and film scholars, his performance invites deeper consideration of how actors embody the
psychological underpinnings of their characters.

William Hurt’s role in “A History of Violence” exemplifies his capacity to infuse a character
with subtle menace and emotional depth, reinforcing the film’s thematic concerns with the
persistence of violence and the struggle for personal transformation. Through this
performance, Hurt contributes meaningfully to one of the more psychologically intricate
thrillers of the 2000s, leaving an indelible mark on the film’s enduring legacy.



William Hurt A History Of Violence

  william hurt a history of violence: David Cronenberg's A History of Violence Bart Beaty,
2008-01-01 David Cronenberg's A History of Violence - the lead title in the new Canadian Cinema
series - presents readers with a lively study of some of the filmmaker's favourite themes: violence,
concealment, transformation, sex, and guilt.
  william hurt a history of violence: And the Loser is: A History of Oscar Oversights [2nd
Edition] Aubrey Malone, 2020-10-06 This is the first book of its kind. Aubrey Malone has gone back
to the start of the Oscar ceremonies and discovered that mistakes have been made every year in the
choice of what has been deemed “best” in the categories of acting, directing, producing and the
subsidiary awards. He has identified all the great stars (Garbo, Montgomery Clift, Peter O’Toole,
Barbara Stanwyck, etc.) who never held Oscars in their hands, and also iconic directors like Stanley
Kubrick who were never thus honored. Why were some people over-rewarded by the Academy and
why did others fall below the radar? The author outlines all of the extraneous factors leading to
voting choices, and how Oscar pariahs have often been subsequently (or even posthumously)
awarded for the wrong films to make up for omissions in a given year. With both wit and wisdom he
has written an “alternative” history of the Oscars that will be required reading for both academics
and film buffs alike. It tells the story behind the story. “If there were Oscars for research, Aubrey
Malone would be right up there with the best of them.” (Film Ireland)
  william hurt a history of violence: The Time of the City Michael Shapiro, 2010-06-17
Engaging with critical theory, poststructuralist perspectives, cultural studies, film theory and urban
studies, the book provides stunning insights into the micropolitics of ethnicity, identity, security,
subjectivity and sovereignty.
  william hurt a history of violence: Encyclopedia of Film Noir Geoff Mayer, Brian McDonnell,
2007-06-30 When viewers think of film noir, they often picture actors like Humphrey Bogart playing
characters like Sam Spade in The Maltese Falcon, the film based on the book by Dashiell Hammett.
Yet film noir is a genre much richer. The authors first examine the debate surrounding the
parameters of the genre and the many different ways it is defined. They discuss the Noir City, its
setting and backdrop, and also the cultural (WWII) and institutional (the House UnAmerican
Activities Committee, and the Production Code Administration) influences on the subgenres. An
analysis of the low budget and series film noirs provides information on those cult classics. With over
200 entries on films, directors, and actors, the Encyclopedia of Film Noir is the most complete
resource for film fans, students, and scholars.
  william hurt a history of violence: Film After Film J. Hoberman, 2013-11-05 One of the
world's most erudite and entertaining film critics on the state of cinema in the post-digital-and
post-9/11-age. This witty and allusive book, in the style of classic film theorists/critics like Andr
Bazin and Siegfried Kracauer, includes considerations of global cinema's most important figures and
films, from Lars von Trier and Jia Zhangke to WALL-E, Avatar and Inception.
  william hurt a history of violence: Ultimate Book of Gangster Movies George Anastasia,
Glen Macnow, 2011-09-27 The gangster movie is one of the most popular genres in film. From the
Italian, Irish, and Russian families in America to similarly sinister groups in Europe, Japan, and
beyond, the cinema has never shied away from portraying the evil exploits of these brutal outfits. In
this highly entertaining and informative book, two accomplished and apropos authors put the genre
in perspective like no other author or documentarian has done before. The Ultimate Book of
Gangster Movies provides extensive reviews of the Top 100 gangster films of all time, including
sidebars like Reality Check, Hit and Miss, I Know That Guy, Body Count, and other fun and
informative features. Also included are over a dozen stand-alone chapters such as Sleeper Hits,
Fugazi Flops, Guilty Pleasures, Lost Treasures, Q&A Interviews with top actors and directors
(including Chazz Palinteri, Michael Madsen, Joe Mantagna, and more), plus over 50 compelling
photographs. Foreword by Joe Pistone, the FBI agent and mob infiltrator who wrote the bestselling
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book and acclaimed movie, Donnie Brasco.
  william hurt a history of violence: The Village Voice Film Guide Village Voice, 2010-12-15
For decades the Village Voice set the benchmark for passionate, critical, and unique film coverage.
Including reviews by some of America’s most respected critics, The Village Voice Film Guide
compiles spirited landmark reviews of the Voice’s selection of the 150 greatest films ever made.
Collecting some of the best writing on film ever put on paper, this is a perfect book for film buffs.
  william hurt a history of violence: Hidden History of Ashland, Oregon Joe Peterson,
2020-08-03 Famous for the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Ashland has a deep history that goes far
beyond the stage. From a 160-year-old unsolved murder to a newcomer whose healing hands drew
people from all over the country, the town has attracted its fair share of unique characters. Vladimir
Nabokov came to pursue his favorite hobby, butterfly collecting, while writing his famously
controversial novel, Lolita, and an actor turned entrepreneur became one of the foremost recyclers
long before it was mainstream. Discover the story behind Ashland's golf course cemetery and the
gloveless baseball team of 1884. Join local historian Joe Peterson as he explores the fascinating past
of this colorful town.
  william hurt a history of violence: Screenwriters Advice Andrew Zinnes, Genevieve Jolliffe,
2023-11-30 This book looks at the most important part of the filmmaking process from the point of
view of those who grind away at a keyboard or notepad trying to bring new ideas and perspectives to
an increasingly diversified world. Using The Guerilla Film Makers Handbook's tried and true Q&A
style, with selected screenwriters, creating an engaging and easily digestible conversational feel,
this book chronicles story theory, formatting, business issues and the creative process itself.
Whether you're a seasoned scribe or an inexperienced writer, this book will give you perspectives
and tips to get your creative juices flowing and make your story happen.
  william hurt a history of violence: Physical Evidence Kent Jones, 2007-09-28 The first
collection from this distinguished American movie critic
  william hurt a history of violence: Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007 Roger Ebert,
2013-02-05 The most-trusted film critic in America. --USA Today Roger Ebert actually likes movies.
It's a refreshing trait in a critic, and not as prevalent as you'd expect. --Mick LaSalle, San Francisco
Chronicle America's favorite movie critic assesses the year's films from Brokeback Mountain to
Wallace and Gromit: The Curse of the Were-Rabbit. Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007 is perfect
for film aficionados the world over. Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007 includes every review by
Ebert written in the 30 months from January 2004 through June 2006-about 650 in all. Also included
in the Yearbook, which is about 65 percent new every year, are: * Interviews with newsmakers such
as Philip Seymour Hoffman, Terrence Howard, Stephen Spielberg, Ang Lee, and Heath Ledger,
Nicolas Cage, and more. * All the new questions and answers from his Questions for the Movie
Answer Man columns. * Daily film festival coverage from Cannes, Toronto, Sundance, and Telluride.
*Essays on film issues and tributes to actors and directors who died during the year.
  william hurt a history of violence: Oscar's Favorite Actors Roger Leslie, 2017-07-07 Just as
the Academy Awards have an impact upon stars and their careers, their filmic achievements
influence the Academy and contribute to the rich history of the Oscars. Upset wins, jarring losses
and glaring oversights have helped define the careers of Hollywood icons, while unknown actors
have proven that timing sometimes beats notoriety or even talent. With detailed discussion of their
performances and Awards night results, this book describes how 108 actors earned the Academy's
favor--and how 129 others were overlooked.
  william hurt a history of violence: The New Biographical Dictionary of Film David Thomson,
2010-10-26 For almost thirty years, David Thomson’s Biographical Dictionary of Film has been not
merely “the finest reference book ever written about movies” (Graham Fuller, Interview), not merely
the “desert island book” of art critic David Sylvester, not merely “a great, crazy masterpiece” (Geoff
Dyer, The Guardian), but also “fiendishly seductive” (Greil Marcus, Rolling Stone). This new edition
updates the older entries and adds 30 new ones: Darren Aronofsky, Emmanuelle Beart, Jerry
Bruckheimer, Larry Clark, Jennifer Connelly, Chris Cooper, Sofia Coppola, Alfonso Cuaron, Richard



Curtis, Sir Richard Eyre, Sir Michael Gambon, Christopher Guest, Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu, Spike
Jonze, Wong Kar-Wai, Laura Linney, Tobey Maguire, Michael Moore, Samantha Morton, Mike Myers,
Christopher Nolan, Dennis Price, Adam Sandler, Kevin Smith, Kiefer Sutherland, Charlize Theron,
Larry Wachowski and Andy Wachowski, Lew Wasserman, Naomi Watts, and Ray Winstone. In all, the
book includes more than 1300 entries, some of them just a pungent paragraph, some of them several
thousand words long. In addition to the new “musts,” Thomson has added key figures from film
history–lively anatomies of Graham Greene, Eddie Cantor, Pauline Kael, Abbott and Costello, Noël
Coward, Hoagy Carmichael, Dorothy Gish, Rin Tin Tin, and more. Here is a great, rare book, one
that encompasses the chaos of art, entertainment, money, vulgarity, and nonsense that we call the
movies. Personal, opinionated, funny, daring, provocative, and passionate, it is the one book that
every filmmaker and film buff must own. Time Out named it one of the ten best books of the 1990s.
Gavin Lambert recognized it as “a work of imagination in its own right.” Now better than ever–a
masterwork by the man playwright David Hare called “the most stimulating and thoughtful film
critic now writing.”
  william hurt a history of violence: Motion Picture Almanac , 2007
  william hurt a history of violence: Cinema & Counter-History Marcia Landy, 2015-04-15
Despite claims about the end of history and the death of cinema, visual media continue to contribute
to our understanding of history and history-making. In this book, Marcia Landy argues that
rethinking history and memory must take into account shifting conceptions of visual and aural
technologies. With the assistance of thinkers such as Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, Cinema and
Counter-History examines writings and films that challenge prevailing notions of history in order to
explore the philosophic, aesthetic, and political stakes of activating the past. Marshaling evidence
across European, African, and Asian cinema, Landy engages in a counter-historical project that calls
into question the certainty of visual representations and unmoors notions of a history firmly
anchored in truth.
  william hurt a history of violence: Film Review , 2006
  william hurt a history of violence: Historical Dictionary of Contemporary American Theater
James Fisher, 2021-07-15 Historical Dictionary of Contemporary American Theater. Second Edition
covers theatrical practice and practitioners as well as the dramatic literature of the United States of
America from 1930 to the present. The 90 years covered by this volume features the triumph of
Broadway as the center of American drama from 1930 to the early 1960s through a Golden Age
exemplified by the plays of Eugene O’Neill, Elmer Rice, Thornton Wilder, Lillian Hellman, Tennessee
Williams, Arthur Miller, William Inge, Lorraine Hansberry, and Edward Albee, among others. The
impact of the previous modernist era contributed greatly to this period of prodigious creativity on
American stages. This volume will continue through an exploration of the decline of Broadway as the
center of U.S. theater in the 1960s and the evolution of regional theaters, as well as fringe and
university theaters that spawned a second Golden Age at the millennium that produced another –
and significantly more diverse – generation of significant dramatists including such figures as Sam
Shepard, David Mamet, Maria Irené Fornes, Beth Henley, Terrence McNally, Tony Kushner, Paula
Vogel, Lynn Nottage, Suzan-Lori Parks, Sarah Ruhl, and numerous others. The impact of the Great
Depression and World War II profoundly influenced the development of the American stage, as did
the conformist 1950s and the revolutionary 1960s on in to the complex times in which we currently
live. Historical Dictionary of the Contemporary American Theater, Second Edition contains a
chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than
1.000 cross-referenced entries on plays, playwrights, directors, designers, actors, critics, producers,
theaters, and terminology. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about American theater.
  william hurt a history of violence: The Hollywood Reporter , 2006
  william hurt a history of violence: May Contain Graphic Material M. Keith Booker,
2007-10-30 Since the first Superman film came to the screen in 1978, films adapted from comics
have become increasingly important as a film form. Since that time, advances in computer-generated



special effects have significantly improved the ability of film to capture the style and action of
comics, producing film such as X-men and Spider-man.
  william hurt a history of violence: Postmodern Hollywood M. Keith Booker, 2007-07-30
Postmodernism is essential to American culture today. We can see its manifestations on billboards
and on television; we can hear its tone on the radio and in everyday conversation; and we can even
sense its outlook in how we live our lives. This volume presents an accessible and brief summary of
postmodernism, especially as it pertains to American cinema-one of the central players and leading
lights in the development of this cultural attitude. Four distinct sections investigate postmodernist
fragmentation, musical use, and pastiches of previous television shows and cinematic genres in such
films as Quentin Tarantino's Pulp Fiction, David Lynch's Mulholland Drive, and Sofia Coppola's
Marie Antoinette. Discussions of the phenomenon of postmodernism have established certain
characteristics that are typical of postmodernist culture. These characteristics include formal
fragmentation, a tendency toward a particular kind of nostalgia, and the use of materials and styles
borrowed from previous films and other cultural products. This volume presents a brief summary of
the characteristics that have typically been associated with postmodernism, especially as they
pertain to film. It illustrates those characteristics with discussions of a wide variety of American
films of the past thirty years, noting how those films participate in the phenomenon of
postmodernism. Emphasis is on popular, commercial films, rather than the more esoteric,
experimental products that have sometimes been associated with postmodern film. Booker's work
contains detailed discussions of a wide variety of American films—including classics like Sullivan's
Travels and The Last Picture Show, and recent successes such as Scream, Natural Born Killers,
Memento, Moulin Rouge, and Fight Club—noting how these films participate in the phenomenon of
postmodernism, and how they have helped to shape its current form.
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