
the replacements let it be
The Replacements Let It Be: A Deep Dive into the Iconic Album and Its
Enduring Legacy

the replacements let it be stands as one of the most influential albums in
alternative rock history, capturing the raw energy and emotional complexity
of a band on the cusp of breaking through. Released in 1984, this record
marked a turning point for The Replacements, showcasing their unique blend of
punk rock grit and heartfelt songwriting. For fans and newcomers alike,
understanding the nuances and stories behind "Let It Be" provides a richer
appreciation of its place in music history.

The Context Behind The Replacements Let It Be

The Replacements emerged from Minneapolis in the early 1980s, quickly gaining
attention for their unpolished sound and rebellious spirit. By the time they
recorded "Let It Be," the band had already built a reputation for chaotic
live shows and a refusal to conform to the mainstream music industry. This
album encapsulated that ethos, serving as a snapshot of youthful angst and
the struggle to find identity.

The Band’s Evolution Leading Up to Let It Be

Before "Let It Be," The Replacements had released two albums: "Sorry Ma,
Forgot to Take Out the Trash" and "Hootenanny." While these records
established their punk credentials, "Let It Be" was where they began to
expand their musical range, incorporating more melodic elements and
introspective lyrics. This shift hinted at the band’s potential to transcend
punk and influence the broader alternative rock movement.

Recording and Production Insights

The recording sessions for "Let It Be" were famously turbulent, reflecting
the band’s unpredictable nature. Produced by Tommy Ramone, formerly of The
Ramones, the album retained a rawness that many punk purists admired. The
choice to keep imperfections and spontaneous moments in the final mix gave
the record an authentic, live feel that resonated with listeners seeking
sincerity over polish.



Musical Style and Themes in The Replacements
Let It Be

"Let It Be" blends various musical styles, from punk and rock to hints of
folk and country. This diversity helped the album stand out at a time when
many bands were pigeonholed into specific genres.

Lyrics That Capture Youthful Disillusionment

One of the defining features of "Let It Be" is its lyrical content. Songs
like “I Will Dare,” “Unsatisfied,” and “Answering Machine” explore themes of
longing, frustration, and the search for meaning. Lead singer Paul
Westerberg’s songwriting is notably poetic yet relatable, offering listeners
a glimpse into the complexities of growing up and struggling with personal
demons.

The Band’s Sonic Experimentation

Musically, The Replacements experimented with tempo changes, dynamic shifts,
and unconventional song structures. This approach made "Let It Be"
unpredictable and engaging, with each track offering something fresh. The
blend of jangly guitars, driving rhythms, and Westerberg’s gritty vocals
created a sound that was both accessible and edgy.

Impact and Legacy of The Replacements Let It Be

Since its release, "Let It Be" has influenced countless musicians and bands
across various genres. Its impact is evident in the way it helped shape
alternative rock and indie music scenes that blossomed in the late ‘80s and
‘90s.

Influence on Future Artists

Many contemporary artists cite "Let It Be" as a key inspiration. Bands like
Nirvana, Uncle Tupelo, and The Goo Goo Dolls have acknowledged The
Replacements’ role in paving the way for more emotionally honest and
musically adventurous rock. The album’s blend of punk attitude with melodic
sensibility set a blueprint for alternative music’s evolution.



The Cult Following and Critical Acclaim

Though not a commercial blockbuster at first, "Let It Be" garnered critical
acclaim and developed a devoted fan base. Over time, it has been lauded in
numerous “greatest albums” lists, praised for its authenticity and emotional
depth. The Replacements’ legacy, largely built on this album, continues to
attract new listeners who discover its timeless appeal.

Tips for New Listeners Exploring The
Replacements Let It Be

If you’re new to The Replacements or "Let It Be," approaching the album with
an open mind can enhance your listening experience. Here are some tips to get
the most out of this classic record:

Listen to the album in full: The sequencing of tracks tells a story and
sets a mood that’s best appreciated in one sitting.

Focus on the lyrics: Paul Westerberg’s songwriting is rich with emotion
and storytelling, so paying attention to the words adds layers of
meaning.

Explore live performances: The Replacements’ live shows were legendary;
watching or listening to live versions can reveal different facets of
the songs.

Compare with earlier and later albums: Understanding where "Let It Be"
fits in the band’s discography provides context for their artistic
growth.

The Replacements Let It Be in the Broader Music
Landscape

"Let It Be" arrived at a time when underground music scenes were thriving but
still largely separate from mainstream success. The album’s release helped
bridge that gap, introducing a more introspective and musically diverse punk
sound to wider audiences.



Alternative Rock’s Rise and the Album’s Role

The Replacements played a crucial role in the rise of alternative rock, a
genre defined by its rejection of commercial formulas and embrace of
individuality. "Let It Be" exemplifies this spirit, influencing bands that
would later dominate the ‘90s music scene, such as R.E.M. and Pearl Jam.

Enduring Appeal in Modern Times

Decades after its release, "Let It Be" continues to resonate with listeners.
Its themes of vulnerability, rebellion, and self-exploration remain relevant,
making it a favorite among new generations discovering the roots of
alternative and indie rock.

The story of "Let It Be" is not just about an album; it’s about a band that
dared to be imperfect and honest, creating music that still speaks to the
restless hearts of music lovers worldwide. Whether you’re a longtime fan or
just beginning to explore The Replacements’ catalog, "Let It Be" offers a
powerful snapshot of rock history that refuses to fade away.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Let It Be' by The Replacements about?
"Let It Be" by The Replacements is a song that reflects themes of acceptance
and moving on from difficult situations, embodying the band's signature blend
of punk rock and heartfelt lyrics.

When was 'Let It Be' by The Replacements released?
"Let It Be" was released in 1984 as the title track of The Replacements'
third studio album.

Which album features 'Let It Be' by The
Replacements?
The song 'Let It Be' is featured on The Replacements' 1984 album also titled
'Let It Be.'

How did 'Let It Be' influence alternative rock
music?
"Let It Be" is considered a pioneering album in alternative rock, influencing
many bands with its raw sound and emotional honesty, marking a shift away



from polished mainstream rock of the time.

Who were the members of The Replacements when 'Let
It Be' was recorded?
The lineup included Paul Westerberg (vocals, guitar), Bob Stinson (guitar),
Tommy Stinson (bass), and Chris Mars (drums).

What genre best describes 'Let It Be' by The
Replacements?
The song and album are best described as alternative rock, with elements of
punk rock and college rock.

Are there any notable covers of 'Let It Be' by The
Replacements?
While 'Let It Be' itself hasn’t been widely covered, many songs from the
album have been influential and occasionally covered by various alternative
rock artists.

What is the legacy of The Replacements' 'Let It Be'
album?
The 'Let It Be' album is hailed as a classic in alternative rock, praised for
its emotional depth and musical innovation, influencing countless bands in
the indie and punk scenes.

Where can I listen to 'Let It Be' by The
Replacements?
You can listen to 'Let It Be' on major streaming platforms like Spotify,
Apple Music, YouTube, and purchase it through online music stores like iTunes
and Amazon.

How did critics respond to The Replacements' 'Let It
Be'?
Critics widely acclaimed 'Let It Be' upon release, noting its raw energy and
lyrical sincerity, and it continues to be regarded as one of the band's best
works.

Additional Resources
The Replacements Let It Be: A Deep Dive into the Iconic Album’s Legacy and



Influence

the replacements let it be stands as one of the most pivotal albums in
alternative rock history. Released in 1984, this record by The Replacements
marked a seismic shift in the band’s trajectory and the broader music
landscape of the 1980s. As an influential blend of punk energy, raw emotion,
and melodic sensibility, Let It Be has earned critical acclaim and a devoted
following over the decades. This article investigates the album’s making, its
artistic nuances, and the enduring impact that cements its place in rock
canon.

The Context Behind The Replacements Let It Be

To understand the significance of the replacements let it be, it's essential
to consider the musical and cultural environment of the early 1980s. Emerging
from Minneapolis, The Replacements were part of a burgeoning independent
music scene that challenged mainstream conventions. Prior to Let It Be, the
band’s sound was heavily rooted in punk rock, characterized by frenetic
performances and a rough-hewn style.

However, Let It Be represented a conscious evolution. The album showcased a
broader sonic palette, integrating melodic hooks with the band’s trademark
rawness. Produced by Tommy Ramone, former drummer of The Ramones, the record
balanced polished production with an unvarnished authenticity, reflecting the
band’s dual desire to mature artistically while retaining their rebellious
spirit.

Recording and Production Insights

The replacements let it be was recorded over several months in 1984, with
sessions that captured both the band’s energy and vulnerability. Notably, the
album’s production embraced imperfection, a deliberate choice to preserve the
emotional immediacy of the performances. This approach contrasted sharply
with the highly polished mainstream albums of the era, positioning Let It Be
as a refreshingly honest statement.

Tommy Ramone’s influence is palpable in the tight arrangements and rhythmic
clarity, yet the album never feels overproduced. Instead, the production
highlights the interplay between Paul Westerberg’s introspective lyrics and
the band’s dynamic instrumentation. The result is a cohesive work that
balances accessibility and underground credibility.

Musical and Lyrical Analysis of Let It Be

The replacements let it be is a nuanced collection of tracks that oscillate



between exuberant rockers and poignant ballads. The album’s diversity is a
testament to The Replacements’ songwriting maturity and their ability to
convey complex emotional landscapes.

Key Tracks and Their Impact

"I Will Dare" – Opening with an infectious guitar riff and confident
vocals, this track set the tone for the album’s gutsy yet melodic style.
It became an anthem for the band’s newfound self-assurance.

"Bastards of Young" – Often cited as a defining song of the 1980s
alternative scene, it captures the frustrations and hopes of youth with
raw honesty. Its anthemic chorus and driving rhythm underscore the
band’s ability to craft memorable hooks.

"Unsatisfied" – A stark contrast to the more raucous songs, this ballad
resonates with themes of longing and disillusionment. Westerberg’s vocal
delivery is both vulnerable and compelling, making it a standout
emotional centerpiece.

These tracks, among others, exemplify the album’s range and the band’s skill
in blending punk’s urgency with melodic craftsmanship.

The Replacements Let It Be’s Lyrical Themes

Paul Westerberg’s songwriting on Let It Be delves into personal and social
themes with poetic clarity. The lyrics often grapple with identity,
alienation, and the search for meaning in a rapidly changing world. Unlike
many punk contemporaries who favored confrontational or political content,
The Replacements’ approach is introspective and nuanced.

This lyrical depth contributed to the album’s lasting relevance, as listeners
found resonance in its honest portrayal of vulnerability and resilience. The
fusion of candid storytelling with compelling music set a template that would
influence countless alternative and indie rock artists.

The Legacy and Influence of The Replacements
Let It Be

Over three decades since its release, the replacements let it be continues to
be a touchstone for musicians and fans alike. Its influence can be traced
through the evolution of alternative rock, college radio, and independent



music scenes.

Comparative Impact in the 1980s Music Scene

During the mid-1980s, mainstream rock was dominated by arena bands and
heavily produced pop acts. In this context, Let It Be was a countercultural
milestone. It bridged the gap between punk’s raw energy and more melodic,
emotionally rich songwriting. Bands like R.E.M., Nirvana, and The Goo Goo
Dolls have acknowledged The Replacements’ influence, with Let It Be often
cited as a key inspiration.

The album’s enduring appeal lies in its authenticity and emotional
breadth—qualities that have made it a favored album for new generations
discovering the roots of alternative music.

Pros and Cons of Let It Be in Retrospect

Pros:

Timeless songwriting combining punk energy with melodic
sensibility.

Production that captures an authentic, unpolished sound.

Lyrical depth exploring themes of youth, dissatisfaction, and hope.

Influential in shaping alternative and indie rock genres.

Cons:

Some tracks may feel uneven due to the band’s experimental
approach.

The raw production might not appeal to listeners who prefer a more
polished sound.

Limited commercial success at release, which delayed wider
recognition.

Despite these minor criticisms, Let It Be’s strengths have proven to outweigh
its drawbacks, especially in the long term.



Reissues, Remasters, and Continued Relevance

The replacements let it be has seen several reissues and remastered editions,
each reaffirming its status as a landmark album. These releases often include
bonus tracks, demos, and live recordings that provide additional insight into
the band’s creative process.

Digital streaming platforms have introduced the album to younger audiences,
ensuring its cultural transmission continues. Music critics and historians
frequently reference Let It Be when discussing the evolution of alternative
rock and the importance of authenticity in music.

The album’s themes of youthful unrest and personal struggle remain relevant,
allowing it to resonate across different eras and demographics.

The replacements let it be remains more than just an album; it is a symbol of
musical evolution and emotional honesty. Its blend of punk roots with melodic
innovation helped redefine the boundaries of rock music in the 1980s and
beyond. As new listeners discover its tracks and seasoned fans revisit its
depths, Let It Be’s legacy continues to shine as a beacon of genuine artistic
expression.

The Replacements Let It Be

  the replacements let it be: The Replacements' Let It Be Colin Meloy, 2004-08-10 The frontman
for the band The Decemberists discusses his experience as a young man discovering The
Replacement's album Let it Be for the first time.
  the replacements let it be: The Replacements' Let It Be Colin Meloy, 2004-08-10 One of the
greatest moments of College Rock in the 1980s, Let It Be had a huge impact on the fans who fell
under its spell. For Colin Meloy, growing up in Montana - a state that's strangely missing from the
tour itineraries of almost every band - the album was a lifeline and an inspiration. In this disarming
memoir, Meloy lovingly recreates those feverish first years when rock music grips you and never lets
go.
  the replacements let it be: The Replacements Jim Walsh, 2009-11-30 Formed in a
Minneapolis basement in 1979, the Replacements were a notorious rock ’n’ roll circus, renowned for
self-sabotage, cartoon shtick, stubborn contrarianism, stage-fright, Dionysian benders,
heart-on-sleeve songwriting, and—ultimately—critical and popular acclaim. While rock then and now
is lousy with superficial stars and glossy entertainment, the Replacements were as warts-and-all
“real” as it got. In the first book to take on the jumble of facts, fictions, and contradictions behind
the Replacements, veteran Minneapolis music journalist Jim Walsh distills hundreds of hours of
interviews with band members, their friends, families, fellow musicians, and fans into an absorbing
oral history worthy of the scruffy quartet that many have branded the most influential band to
emerge from the ’80s. Former manager Peter Jesperson, Paul Stark and Dave Ayers of Twin/Tone
Records, Bob Mould and Grant Hart of rivals Hüsker Dü, the legendary Curtiss A, Soul Asylum’s Dan
Murphy, Lori Barbero of Babes in Toyland, R.E.M.’s Peter Buck, power-pop hero Alex Chilton, Craig
Finn of The Hold Steady, and replacement Replacements Slim Dunlap and Steve Foley: all have
something to say about the scene that spawned the band. These and dozens of others offer insights

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-178/the-replacements-let-it-be.pdf


into the Replacement’s workings--and the band’s continuing influence more than fifteen years after
their breakup. Illustrated with both rarely seen and classic photos, this, finally, is the rollicking story
behind the turbulent and celebrated band that came on fast and furious and finally flamed out,
chronicled by one eyewitness who was always at the periphery of the storm, and often at its eye.
“[T]his consistently engaging and poignant work . . . . [is a] loving, appropriately ramshackle tribute
to one of the most beloved rock-and-roll bands of the 1980s. . . . The band's story is an archetype of
the joys and pitfalls of underground success.”--Publishers Weekly “The Replacements were
superheroes: They rescued a whole planet from ’80s music. Jim Walsh’s loving, engrossing oral
history is the book they deserve.”—Nick Hornby, author of High Fidelity
  the replacements let it be: All Music Guide Vladimir Bogdanov, Chris Woodstra, Stephen
Thomas Erlewine, 2001-11 Arranged in sixteen musical categories, provides entries for twenty
thousand releases from four thousand artists, and includes a history of each musical genre.
  the replacements let it be: 33 1/3 Greatest Hits David Barker, 2006-09-12 A collection of
reviews of individual albums, c2003-2006.
  the replacements let it be: 1,000 Recordings to Hear Before You Die Tom Moon, 2008-08-28
The musical adventure of a lifetime. The most exciting book on music in years. A book of treasure, a
book of discovery, a book to open your ears to new worlds of pleasure. Doing for music what Patricia
Schultz—author of the phenomenal 1,000 Places to See Before You Die—does for travel, Tom Moon
recommends 1,000 recordings guaranteed to give listeners the joy, the mystery, the revelation, the
sheer fun of great music. This is a book both broad and deep, drawing from the diverse worlds of
classical, jazz, rock, pop, blues, country, folk, musicals, hip-hop, world, opera, soundtracks, and
more. It's arranged alphabetically by artist to create the kind of unexpected juxtapositions that
break down genre bias and broaden listeners’ horizons— it makes every listener a seeker, actively
pursuing new artists and new sounds, and reconfirming the greatness of the classics. Flanking J. S.
Bach and his six entries, for example, are the little-known R&B singer Baby Huey and the '80s
Rastafarian hard-core punk band Bad Brains. Farther down the list: The Band, Samuel Barber,
Cecelia Bartoli, Count Basie, and Afropop star Waldemer Bastos. Each entry is passionately written,
with expert listening notes, fascinating anecdotes, and the occasional perfect quote—Your collection
could be filled with nothing but music from Ray Charles, said Tom Waits, and you'd have a
completely balanced diet. Every entry identifies key tracks, additional works by the artist, and where
to go next. And in the back, indexes and playlists for different moods and occasions.
  the replacements let it be: Best Music Writing 2009 Greil Marcus, 2025-05-01 Best Music
Writing has faithfully collected the year's most compelling writing on music for a decade now, so it's
appropriate this special edition be guest-edited by one of the best-known writers on music and
popular culture, Greil Marcus, author of Lipstick Traces, Mystery Train, Like a Rolling Stone, and
other groundbreaking excursions into the very fabric of music, America, and beyond. As always,
Series Editor Daphne Carr has culled an impressively wide range of essays, profiles, news articles,
interviews, creative non-fiction, fiction, book reviews, long-format reviews, blog posts, and journal
articles on music and music culture, from rock and hip-hop to R&B and jazz to pop, blues, and more.
Writers who have been published in Best Music Writing include Alex Ross, Jonathan Lethem, Ann
Powers, Dave Eggers, Susan Orlean, and more.
  the replacements let it be: More, Now, Again Elizabeth Wurtzel, 2007-11-01 Elizabeth Wurtzel
published her memoir of depression, Prozac Nation, to astonishing literary acclaim. A cultural
phenomenon by age twenty-six, she had fame, money, respect—everything she had always wanted
except that one, true thing: happiness. For all of her professional success, Wurtzel felt like a failure.
She had lost friends and lovers, every magazine job she'd held, and way too much weight. She
couldn't write, and her second book was past due. But when her doctor prescribed Ritalin to help
her focus-and boost the effects of her antidepressants—Wurtzel was spared. The Ritalin worked. And
worked. The pills became her sugar...the sweetness in the days that have none. Soon she began
grinding up the Ritalin and snorting it. Then came the cocaine, then more Ritalin, then more
cocaine. Then I need more. I always need more. For all of my life I have needed more... More, Now,



Again is the brutally honest, often painful account of Wurtzel's descent into drug addiction. It is also
a survival story: How Wurtzel managed to break free of her relationship with Ritalin and learned to
love life, and herself, is at the heart of this ultimately uplifting memoir that no reader will soon
forget.
  the replacements let it be: The Routledge Companion to Popular Music and Humor
Thomas M. Kitts, Nick Baxter-Moore, 2019-04-25 An essential part of human expression, humor
plays a role in all forms of art, and humorous and comedic aspects have always been part of popular
music. For the first time, The Routledge Companion to Popular Music and Humor draws together
scholarship exploring how the element of humor interacts with the artistic and social aspects of the
musical experience. Discussing humor in popular music across eras from Tin Pan Alley to the
present, and examining the role of humor in different musical genres, case studies of artists, and
media forms, this volume is a groundbreaking collection that provides a go-to reference for scholars
in music, popular culture, and media studies. While most scholars, when considering humor’s place
in popular music, tend to focus on more literate forms, the contributors in this collection seek to fill
in the gaps by surveying all kinds of humor, critical theories, and popular musics. Across eight parts,
the essays in this collection explore topics both highbrow and low, including: Parody and satire
Humor in rock and global music Gender, sexuality, and politics The music mockumentary Novelty
songs Humor has long been a fixture of the popular music soundscape, whether on stage, in
performance, on record, or on film. The Routledge Companion to Popular Music and Humor covers it
all, presenting itself as the most comprehensive treatment of the topic to date.
  the replacements let it be: CMJ New Music Monthly , 2002-05 CMJ New Music Monthly, the
first consumer magazine to include a bound-in CD sampler, is the leading publication for the
emerging music enthusiast. NMM is a monthly magazine with interviews, reviews, and special
features. Each magazine comes with a CD of 15-24 songs by well-established bands, unsigned bands
and everything in between. It is published by CMJ Network, Inc.
  the replacements let it be: OS X Mavericks Lynn Beighley, 2013-11-20 Place of publication
transcribed from publisher's web site.
  the replacements let it be: Dissonant Identities Barry Shank, 1994 A fascinating analysis of
the music scene in Austin, Texas.
  the replacements let it be: SPIN , 2007-09 From the concert stage to the dressing room, from
the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN
pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's
next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  the replacements let it be: The Hopefuls Paul V. Allen, 2018-10-01 Songwriters, performers
and producers Erik Appelwick, Eric Fawcett, John Hermanson and Darren Jackson were important
players in an early 2000s musical collective. This collective included genres such as folk, power pop,
R & B, electro-funk and indie rock. Well-known bands Storyhill, Spymob, Alva Star, Kid Dakota,
Vicious Vicious, Tapes 'n Tapes, Olympic Hopefuls and others were part of this movement. These
four men worked for their rock 'n' roll dreams, producing well-crafted albums and exciting live
performances along the way. Their shared biography draws from dozens of new interviews and
hundreds of articles to document their intersecting musical journeys--from playing air guitar to KISS
records to rocking gyms in high school cover bands to touring the world with some of pop music's
biggest names. Equal parts celebration and cautionary tale, this book discusses both the rewards
and difficulties of life as an independent musician.
  the replacements let it be: SPIN , 1997-12 From the concert stage to the dressing room, from
the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN
pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's



next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  the replacements let it be: SPIN , 2008-05 From the concert stage to the dressing room, from
the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN
pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's
next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  the replacements let it be: SPIN , 1989-04 From the concert stage to the dressing room, from
the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN
pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's
next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  the replacements let it be: CMJ New Music Monthly , 1998-07 CMJ New Music Monthly, the
first consumer magazine to include a bound-in CD sampler, is the leading publication for the
emerging music enthusiast. NMM is a monthly magazine with interviews, reviews, and special
features. Each magazine comes with a CD of 15-24 songs by well-established bands, unsigned bands
and everything in between. It is published by CMJ Network, Inc.
  the replacements let it be: Grown Up All Wrong Robert Christgau, 1998-11-15 Two
generations of American music lovers have grown up listening with Robert Christgau, attuned to his
inimitable blend of judgment, acuity, passion, erudition, wit, and caveat emptor. His writings,
collected here, constitute a virtual encyclopedia of popular music over the past fifty years. Whether
honoring the originators of rock and roll, celebrating established artists, or spreading the word
about newer ones, the book is pure enjoyment, a pleasure that takes its cues from the sounds it
chronicles. A critical compendium of points of interest in American popular music and its far-flung
diaspora, this book ranges from the 1950s singer-songwriter tradition through hip-hop, alternative,
and beyond. With unfailing style and grace, Christgau negotiates the straits of great music and
thorny politics, as in the cases of Public Enemy, blackface artist Emmett Miller, KRS-One, the
Beastie Boys, and Lynyrd Skynyrd. He illuminates legends from pop music and the beginnings of
rock and roll—George Gershwin, Nat King Cole, B. B. King, Chuck Berry, and Elvis Presley—and
looks at the subtle transition to just plain “rock” in the music of Janis Joplin, the Rolling Stones, Eric
Clapton, Aretha Franklin, James Brown, and others. He praises the endless vitality of Al Green,
George Clinton, and Neil Young. And from the Rolling Stones to Sonic Youth to Nirvana, from Bette
Midler to Michael Jackson to DJ Shadow, he shows how money calls the tune in careers that aren’t
necessarily compromised by their intercourse with commerce. Rock and punk and hip-hop, pop and
world beat: this is the music of the second half of the twentieth century, skillfully framed in the work
of a writer whose reach, insight, and perfect pitch make him one of the major cultural critics of our
time.
  the replacements let it be: It Still Moves Amanda Petrusich, 2008-08-19 In “a terrific piece of
travel writing” a music journalist and New Yorker staff writer “takes us on a tour through the roots
of American rural music” (The Guardian). “Where lies the boundary between meaning and
sentiment? Between memory and nostalgia? America and Americana? What is and what was? Does it
move?” —Donovon Hohn, “A Romance of Rust” Part travelogue, part cultural criticism, part music
appreciation, It Still Moves does for today’s avant folk scene what Greil Marcus did for Dylan and
The Basement Tapes. Amanda Petrusich outlines the sounds of the new, weird America—honoring
the rich tradition of gospel, bluegrass, country, folk, and rock that feeds it, while simultaneously
exploring the American character as personified in all of these genres historically. Through
interviews, road stories, geographical and sociological interpretations, and detailed music criticism,
Petrusich traces the rise of Americana music from its gospel origins through its new and compelling
incarnations (as evidenced in bands and artists from Elvis to Iron and Wine, the Carter Family to
Animal Collective, Johnny Cash to Will Oldham) and explores how the genre is adapting to the



twenty-first century. Ultimately the book is an examination of all things American: guitars, cars,
kids, motion, passion, enterprise, and change, in a fervent attempt to reconcile the American past
with the American present, using only dusty records and highway maps as guides. “Like a smart,
genial Persephone, Amanda Petrusich wanders the underworld of American roots music and reports
back her insights with an open mind and an open heart.” —Anthony DeCurtis, Rolling Stone “Sharply
observed, intensely felt.” —Simon Reynolds, author of Rip It Up and Start Again: Postpunk 1978–84
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