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Rowley vs Board of Education: Understanding the Landmark Special Education Case

rowley vs board of education stands as one of the most pivotal cases in the history of
special education law in the United States. Its outcome has shaped the way schools serve
children with disabilities, setting important legal precedents about the rights of students to
receive a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). If you've ever wondered how special
education services are legally defined or what standards schools must meet, the Rowley
case is fundamental to understanding these concepts.

Background of Rowley vs Board of Education

The story of Rowley vs Board of Education begins with Amy Rowley, a young deaf student in
New York. Amy’s parents wanted her to have a sign language interpreter in the classroom,
arguing that this would provide her with an equal opportunity to learn alongside her peers.
However, the school district disagreed, stating that Amy was performing well without an
interpreter, and therefore, her education was appropriate as it was.

This disagreement led to a lawsuit that ultimately reached the United States Supreme Court
in 1982. At its core, the case questioned what level of educational benefit schools are
required to provide students with disabilities under the Education for All Handicapped
Children Act of 1975 (now known as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or IDEA).

The Legal Question: What Does "Free Appropriate
Public Education” Mean?

The phrase Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) is central to special education law and
was at the heart of the Rowley case. But what does it really mean?

The Supreme Court's Interpretation

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the Board of Education, establishing that schools are
not required to maximize the potential of students with disabilities, but rather to provide
access to personalized instruction and services that are reasonably calculated to enable the
child to receive educational benefits.

In simpler terms, this decision clarified that the law requires schools to provide an
education that is “adequate” or “basic” rather than “optimal” or “maximized.” The Court
held that Amy Rowley was receiving sufficient educational benefit through the methods and
services provided, even without a sign language interpreter.



Impact on Special Education Services

The ruling set a standard that schools must provide some educational benefit, but are not
obligated to provide every possible service that might help a student excel. This
interpretation has influenced how Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) are developed,
focusing on reasonable accommodations rather than exhaustive or ideal measures.

Understanding the Rowley Standard and Its
Application

The Rowley decision introduced what is commonly referred to as the “Rowley standard” for
FAPE, which remains influential today. Here’s how it plays out in practical terms.

Reasonable Educational Benefit

The key takeaway is that schools must provide an education tailored to the student's
individual needs that confers “some educational benefit.” However, the benefit doesn’t
have to be the best possible or maximize the child’s potential.

Implications for Parents and Educators

For parents advocating for their child’s education, the Rowley standard means that while
schools must provide appropriate instruction and services, they are not required to provide
every requested accommodation if the child is already making progress. Educators, on the
other hand, are guided to design IEPs that meet the student’s unique needs without
necessarily going beyond what is reasonable or necessary.

Critiques and Developments Post-Rowley

Although Rowley set an important benchmark, it has not been without controversy. Many
advocates argue that the “some benefit” standard doesn’t go far enough in ensuring
equitable educational opportunities for students with disabilities.

The Push for Higher Standards

In later years, some courts and policymakers have called for a higher standard of
educational benefit, arguing that students deserve more than minimal progress. This has
led to ongoing debates about how to balance school resources with the rights of students to
a meaningful education.



Modern Interpretations and IDEA Amendments

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act has undergone amendments since the
Rowley decision, sometimes reflecting shifts in how FAPE is understood. For example, the
1997 and 2004 IDEA amendments emphasize the importance of providing access to the
general education curriculum and measurable goals, which can be seen as attempts to
raise the bar beyond the original Rowley standard.

What Rowley vs Board of Education Means for
Today’s Families

If you're a parent navigating the special education system, understanding the Rowley case
can empower you in advocating for your child. Knowing that the law guarantees a Free
Appropriate Public Education, but not necessarily a perfect one, helps set realistic
expectations when working with schools.

Tips for Advocating Within the Rowley Framework

Know your child’s rights: Familiarize yourself with FAPE and IDEA regulations to
understand what the school must provide.

Work collaboratively: Engage in the IEP process proactively, sharing your child’s
strengths and challenges to develop effective accommodations.

¢ Focus on educational benefit: Document your child’s progress and work with
educators to ensure that goals are reasonable and measurable.

Seek expert advice: Don’t hesitate to consult special education advocates or legal
professionals if you believe your child’s needs are not being met.

Schools’ Responsibilities Today

Schools must still meet the Rowley standard by providing instruction and services tailored
to the student’s unique needs. However, many districts strive to exceed this baseline,
recognizing the importance of inclusive education and striving to help students reach their
full potential.



Rowley’s Enduring Legacy in Special Education
Law

Decades after the Supreme Court’s decision, Rowley vs Board of Education continues to
influence how we think about education for children with disabilities. It helped clarify the
legal expectations for schools and set a foundation upon which further advancements in
special education law have been built.

The case serves as a reminder that while the law provides important protections, the
ultimate goal is to support students in meaningful ways that foster learning and growth.
Understanding the principles established in Rowley can help families, educators, and
policymakers work together to create educational environments where all students have
the opportunity to succeed.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Rowley v. Board of
Education?

Rowley v. Board of Education is a landmark 1982 Supreme Court case that clarified the
standard for what constitutes a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

What was the main issue in Rowley v. Board of
Education?

The main issue was whether the school was required to provide Amy Rowley, a deaf
student, with a sign language interpreter to ensure she received an appropriate education.

How did the Supreme Court rule in Rowley v. Board of
Education?

The Supreme Court ruled that schools are required to provide personalized instruction and
support to enable meaningful educational progress, but not necessarily the best possible
education or all requested services.

What standard did Rowley v. Board of Education
establish for FAPE?

The case established that schools must provide an education that is reasonably calculated
to enable a child to receive educational benefits, rather than maximizing the child's
potential.



How did Rowley v. Board of Education impact special
education law?

It set a precedent limiting the scope of services that schools must provide, emphasizing
adequacy over optimal outcomes in special education under the IDEA.

What was Amy Rowley's condition and educational need
in the case?

Amy Rowley was a deaf student who used residual hearing and lip-reading, and her parents
requested a sign language interpreter to help her access the curriculum.

Does Rowley v. Board of Education require schools to
provide all requested accommodations?

No, the ruling clarified that schools are not required to provide every accommodation
requested, only those necessary to provide a basic floor of opportunity for educational
benefit.

How is Rowley v. Board of Education relevant today?

It remains a foundational legal standard guiding the provision of special education services
and helps determine the adequacy of Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) nationwide.

Additional Resources

Rowley vs Board of Education: Defining the Standards for Special Education in the United
States

rowley vs board of education stands as a landmark Supreme Court case that
fundamentally shaped the landscape of special education law in the United States. Decided
in 1982, this case addressed the extent to which public schools must accommodate
students with disabilities, setting legal precedents that continue to influence educational
policies and practices today. Understanding the implications of Rowley vs Board of
Education is essential for educators, policymakers, parents, and legal professionals involved
in the provision of special education services.

Background and Context of Rowley vs Board of
Education

The case originated when Amy Rowley, a deaf student in New York, was denied a sign
language interpreter by her school. Amy’s parents argued that without an interpreter, their
daughter was not receiving a “free appropriate public education” (FAPE) as mandated by
the Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975, now known as the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The school contended that Amy was performing well



academically and did not require a sign language interpreter to benefit from her education.

This dispute led to a legal battle that culminated at the U.S. Supreme Court, which had to
interpret the meaning of FAPE and determine the level of educational support schools must
provide to students with disabilities.

The Supreme Court’s Decision and Its Legal
Significance

In an 1982 ruling, the Supreme Court sided with the Board of Education, establishing a
standard that public schools are required to provide “some educational benefit” to students
with disabilities, but not necessarily the best possible or maximized education. The Court
clarified that the IDEA does not guarantee a “potential-maximizing” education, but rather
an education that is “reasonably calculated to enable the child to receive educational
benefits.”

This interpretation set a practical threshold for educational programs under IDEA,
emphasizing adequacy over excellence. The Court reasoned that requiring schools to
provide the best possible education would be an unrealistic burden on public education
systems.

Key Legal Principles from Rowley vs Board of Education

* Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE): Schools must provide access to
educational benefits tailored to the individual needs of students with disabilities.

e Educational Benefit Standard: The benefit must be more than trivial but does not
require maximizing the student’s potential.

¢ Individualized Education Program (IEP): The IEP must be reasonably calculated to
confer educational benefit and be developed according to IDEA’s procedural
safeguards.

Impact on Special Education Policy and Practice

The Rowley decision has had far-reaching effects on how schools implement special
education programs. By defining the standard of “some educational benefit,” the ruling
provided clarity but also left room for interpretation about what constitutes appropriate
services.



Comparison with Later Legal Developments

Subsequent cases have revisited and refined the standards set in Rowley, reflecting
evolving perspectives on disability rights and educational equity:

e Endrew F. v. Douglas County School District (2017): This case raised the bar
from “some educational benefit” to one that is “appropriately ambitious” in light of
the child’s circumstances, signaling a shift toward higher expectations for student
progress.

e Board of Education v. Rowley vs Board of Education: While Rowley remains
foundational, the Endrew decision reflects a modernized understanding that IDEA
requires meaningful progress rather than minimal benefit.

Challenges in Implementation

Despite the clarity offered by Rowley vs Board of Education, school districts often face
challenges in determining what constitutes an adequate educational benefit. Factors
influencing implementation include:

* Resource limitations: Budget constraints can limit the availability of specialized
services.

e Variability in interpretation: Different districts and courts may interpret
“appropriate” differently, leading to inconsistent services.

e Parental advocacy: Families play a crucial role in negotiating and challenging IEPs
to ensure compliance with Rowley standards.

The Role of the Individualized Education Program
(IEP) Post-Rowley

A critical element reinforced by Rowley vs Board of Education is the importance of the IEP
as the central mechanism for delivering FAPE. The IEP must be individualized and
developed collaboratively by educators, parents, and specialists.

Components of an Effective IEP



e Clear goals and objectives: The IEP should set measurable and attainable goals
aligned with the student’s abilities.

e Appropriate accommodations and modifications: Tailored supports must address
specific disabilities.

e Regular review and revision: The IEP must be periodically reviewed to reflect the
student’s evolving needs.

Rowley underscored that procedural compliance with IDEA’s requirements is necessary but
insufficient unless the education provided also confers substantive benefits.

Rowley vs Board of Education in Contemporary
Context

Today, the principles established in Rowley vs Board of Education continue to resonate in
debates about educational equity and disability rights. The ruling remains a cornerstone for
interpreting FAPE but also invites ongoing discussion about how to best serve students with
disabilities.

Implications for Educators and Policymakers

Educators must balance legal requirements with practical realities, striving to design
programs that meet or exceed the Rowley standard. Policymakers, meanwhile, use the case
as a benchmark when developing regulations and funding models to support special
education.

Advocacy and Legal Precedents

For advocates, Rowley vs Board of Education provides a framework for legal challenges and
negotiations, emphasizing the necessity of educational benefit rather than perfection.
However, the evolving case law, including more recent decisions, encourages continuous
improvement toward more ambitious educational outcomes.

Rowley vs Board of Education remains a pivotal reference point in special education law,
illustrating the delicate balance between legal mandates, educational possibilities, and the
rights of students with disabilities to receive an education tailored to their unique needs.
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rowley vs board of education: Board of Education of the Hendrick Hudson Central
School District, Westchester County, Et Al. V. Rowley, by Her Parents, Rowley Et Ux United
States. Supreme Court, Amy Rowley, Board of Education of the Hendrick Hudson Central School
District (Westchester County, N.Y.), 1982

rowley vs board of education: Current Trends and Legal Issues in Special Education
David F. Bateman, Mitchell L. Yell, 2019-04-25 Building and supporting effective special education
programs School leaders and special educators are expected to be experts on all levels and types of
special education law and services, types of disability, and aspects of academic and functional
programming. With the increasing demands of the job and the ever-changing legal and educational
climate, few feel adequately prepared to meet the demands. Trends and Legal Issues in Special
Education helps you build and support timely, legally sound, and effective special education services
and programs. Readers will find: the most up-to-date information on how to effectively implement
special education programs, processes, and procedures examination of a wide variety of issues, from
developing and implementing individual education programs (IEPs) that confer a free appropriate
public education, Section 504, least restrictive environment (LRE), and successfully collaborating
with parents, to issues regarding accountability, staffing, bullying, early childhood special education,
multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS), evidence-based practices, transition, discipline, and the
school-to-prison pipeline extensive references and resources

rowley vs board of education: Between the Lines R. Shep Melnick, 2010-12-01 Judicial
interpretation of federal statutes has often been at the center of political controversy in recent
years. In fact, it would be difficult to find a major domestic policy area in which statutory
interpretation by the federal courts has not played a significant role in shaping the activities of
government. In most important cases, judges base their interpretation not on the letter of the law,
but on their reading of its history, purpose, and spirit. What judges discover between the lines of
statutes often has major policy consequences. This book examines how statutory interpretation has
affected the development of three programs: Aid to Families with Dependent Children, education for
the handicapped, and food stamps. It explores how these decisions have changed state and national
policies and how other institutions—especially Congress—have reacted to them. Although these
three programs differ in several important ways, in each instance court action has expanded
program benefits and increased federal control over state and local governments. R. Shep Melnick
ties trends in statutory interpretation to broader policy developments, including the expansion of the
agenda of national government, the persistence of divided government, and the resurgence and
decentralization of Congress. He demonstrates that Congress frequently modifies or overturns court
rulings, and he explains why statutory interpretation became so controversial in the 1980s. Between
the Lines also explores the understanding of welfare rights that has guided the development of
welfare policy over the past fifty years. What basic beliefs about the welfare state underlie court
decisions interpreting these statutes? To what extent do members of Congress share these views?
How have the assumptions of judges and members of Congress changed over time? These are some
of the questions addressed in this detailed study of American welfare policy.

rowley vs board of education: California. Court of Appeal (1st Appellate District).
Records and Briefs California (State).,

rowley vs board of education: Clearinghouse Review , 1981

rowley vs board of education: Democratic Education Amy Gutmann, 1999-04-18 A
groundbreaking classic that lays out and defends a democratic theory of education Who should have
the authority to shape the education of citizens in a democracy? This is the central question posed
by Amy Gutmann in the first book-length study of the democratic theory of education. The author
tackles a wide range of issues, from the democratic case against book banning to the role of
teachers' unions in education, as well as the vexed questions of public support for private schools
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and affirmative action in college admissions.

rowley vs board of education: Dyslexia Advocate! Second Edition Kelli Sandman-Hurley,
2023-02-21 This updated edition of this bestselling, straightforward guide provides the essential
information for parents and advocates to understand US law and get the right educational
entitlements for a dyslexic child. Using case studies and examples, this book demonstrates clearly
how to apply the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to the unique requirements of a
dyslexic child. It offers simple, intelligible help for parents on how to coordinate successfully with
their child's school and achieve the right services and support for their dyslexic child; up to and
beyond getting an effective Individual Education Plan (IEP). Dyslexia Advocate! is an invaluable tool
for parents trying to negotiate a complex legal system to get the best outcome for their child. With
brand new chapters on the structure of special education services in the US and current state laws,
this guide is fundamental to understanding and advocating for your dyslexic child.

rowley vs board of education: Reports of Cases Determined in the Supreme Court of the State
of California California. Supreme Court, 1906

rowley vs board of education: The Child Richard A. Shweder, Thomas R. Bidell, Anne C.
Dailey, Suzanne D. Dixon, Peggy J. Miller, John Modell, 2009-09-15 The Child: An Encyclopedic
Companion offers both parents and professionals access to the best scholarship from all areas of
child studies in a remarkable one-volume reference. Bringing together contemporary research on
children and childhood from pediatrics, child psychology, childhood studies, education, sociology,
history, law, anthropology, and other related areas, The Child contains more than 500 articles—all
written by experts in their fields and overseen by a panel of distinguished editors led by
anthropologist Richard A. Shweder. Each entry provides a concise and accessible synopsis of the
topic at hand. For example, the entry “Adoption” begins with a general definition, followed by a
detailed look at adoption in different cultures and at different times, a summary of the associated
mental and developmental issues that can arise, and an overview of applicable legal and public
policy. While presenting certain universal facts about children’s development from birth through
adolescence, the entries also address the many worlds of childhood both within the United States
and around the globe. They consider the ways that in which race, ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic
status, and cultural traditions of child rearing can affect children’s experiences of physical and
mental health, education, and family. Alongside the topical entries, The Child includes more than
forty “Imagining Each Other” essays, which focus on the particular experiences of children in
different cultures. In “Work before Play for Yucatec Maya Children,” for example, readers learn of
the work responsibilities of some modern-day Mexican children, while in “A Hindu Brahman Boy Is
Born Again,” they witness a coming-of-age ritual in contemporary India. Compiled by some of the
most distinguished child development researchers in the world, The Child will broaden the current
scope of knowledge on children and childhood. It is an unparalleled resource for parents, social
workers, researchers, educators, and others who work with children.

rowley vs board of education: Equality Under the Constitution Judith A. Baer, 1983 No
detailed description available for Equality under the Constitution.

rowley vs board of education: Is There A Desk With My Name On It? Roger Slee, 2003-12-16
The satisfactory inclusion of children with disabilities in regular schools and classrooms provides a
basis for debate from all corners of the world. This internationl collection looks at and analyzes the
implications of policy for teachers, parents and students.; The views and experiences of exclusion
and frustration are voiced by parents and students; this detail giving immediacy with theory
developed in earlier chapters. Additionally, the experience of the integration of teachers is
highlighted to provide examples of programmes, pedagogy and school organization, conducive to the
inclusion of all students in the regular classroom.; This book is intended for use by post graduate
and undergraduate students of education, teachers, researchers in special and regular education,
counselling courses at student and teacher level.

rowley vs board of education: Educating the Disabled George R. Taylor, Frances Taylor
Harrington, 2003 Many school districts are moving away from segregation to the integration of



children with disabilities in the regular classroom. This book details strategies for the inclusion of
disabled students in the mainstream.

rowley vs board of education: Monticello School District No. 25 V. George L. , 1996

rowley vs board of education: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie Gertz, Patrick
Boudreault, 2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection of articles
defining the current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical and
intersectional lens encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges and
universities and the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf
History, Deaf Culture, Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served
to expand the activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has
experienced a major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s.
The field has been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and
politics worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with
cell phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus
away from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be
“fixed” in order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.

rowley vs board of education: Education Law Charles J. Russo, Ralph D. Mawdsley, 2002
Education Law provides insightful analysis and case law citations on such topics as: school
governance; finance and procurement; employment issues, including tenure, dismissal and more.

rowley vs board of education: The School Psychologist's Guide for the Praxis Exam,
Third Edition Peter Thompson, 2017-02-01 Print version of the book includes free access to the app
(web, i0S, and Android), which offers interactive Q&A review plus the entire text of the print book!
Please note the app is included with print purchase only. Written by an award-winning practicing
school psychologist, this thoroughly updated edition reflects the 2015 version of the Praxis Exam in
School Psychology. Noted for its concise and efficient outline style with visual keys that indicate
what is most important and what needs extra study time, this guide has already helped thousands
pass the exam. The bulleted key concepts and lists versus long, drawn-out paragraphs present
information in easily digestible segments without sacrificing key information needed to pass the
exam. Invaluable study suggestions better prepare readers and build their confidence prior to exam
time. Highlights of the new edition include: Reorganized to conform to the four major content areas
of the updated 2015 exam Two new practice exams with 280 reworked sample questions and
detailed answers that are similar in style and content to the actual items found in the Praxis exam to
maximize success Covers school neuropsychology and traumatic brain injury, two topics that are not
major domains on the current test, but which provide critical information to help strengthen success
rate New Concepts to Remember lists at the end of each content chapter summarize the key points
and review additional concepts that are especially helpful to review 2 weeks prior to exam time New
Study and Test-Tasking Strategies and Insider Tips boxes based on feedback from recent test takers
provide tips for studying for and passing the exam from all levels of test-takers Updated information
on threat and risk assessment, pediatric brain injury and school supports, the DSM-5, school
neuropsychological practices and policies New key at the beginning of the answer section that links
the categories referenced in the answer to the appropriate content chapter for ease of use Aligns
with best practices and recommendations from the National Association of School Psychologists
(NASP) With a proven track record of success that has already helped thousands pass the exam, Dr.
Thompson was named Colorado School Psychologist of the Year in 2013 Anyone planning to take the
Praxis exam including master’s or doctoral school psychology students and practicing professionals
will benefit by studying for this critical exam using this book.

rowley vs board of education: Mental Retardation in the Year 2000 Louis Rowitz, 2012-12-06




When you look at the advances in the field of mental retardation over the past 30 years, it is hard to
imagine that more change is inevitable. Yet, I think back to the time when, early in his presidency,
President Kennedy called together the brightest scientists, researchers, doctors, and educators to
develop a comprehensive plan for the nation to effectively care for, treat, educate, and house
persons with mental retardation. In the early 1960s the call for new research into the causes and the
amelioration of mental retardation, the development of community-based programs, and the
development of family care for appropriate education, vocational training, and jobs were seen as
revolutionary. But, in the 30 years since then, we have seen time and time again that it is persons
with mental retardation themselves who have led the way. When the schools were opened to them,
they learned more than any one ever thought possible; when vocational training was provided, they
learned skills that led to jobs; when employment became available, they proved to be good steady
workers who earned money and paid taxes. When the playing fields were made available to them
through programs such as Special Olympics, they showed the world they could train and compete
and WIN in the sports of the Olympics. When communities welcomed them, they became our
neighbors. They have earned the right to play on any field, to study in any school, to hold a paying
job, and to be anyone's neighbor.

rowley vs board of education: Ethics and Mental Retardation ]J.C. Moskop, L.M. Kopelman,
2013-04-17 This volume offers a collection of writings on ethical issues regarding retarded persons.
Because this important subject has been generally omitted from formal discussions of ethics, there is
a great deal which needs to be addressed in a theoretical and critical way. Of course, many people
have been very concerned with practical matters concerning the care of retarded persons such as
what liberties, entitlements or advocacy they should have. Interestingly, because so much practical
attention has been given to issues which are not discussed by ethical theorists, they offer a rare
opportunity to evaluate ethical theories themselves. That is, certain theories which appear
convincing on other subjects seem implausible when they are applied to reasoned and com pelling
views we hold concerning retarded individuals. Our subject, then, has both practical and conceptual
dimensions. More over, because it is one where pertinent information comes from many sources,
contributors to this volume represent many fields, including philosophy, religion, history, law and
medicine. We regret that it was not possible to include more points of view, like those of
psychologists, sociologists, nurses and families. There is however, a good and longstanding
literature on mental retardation from these perspectives.

rowley vs board of education: Handicapped Children's Protection Act United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Select Education, 1985

rowley vs board of education: Special Education Law Steven S. Goldberg, 2012-12-06 To any
professional concerned with exceptional children, it would be the greatest understatement to say
that the courts and legislatures have had a tremendous impact on the field of speeial education.
Especially in the last decade, a flood of litigation filed to develop and define the right to education of
previously unserved handicapped children has left no special education teacher, school adminis
trator, nurse, educational psychologist, or pediatrician unaffected-either be cause these
professionals are daily called upon to help children, or because they may come forward as witnesses
on behalf of children who are the subjects of special education meetings, individualized education
programs, placement hear ings, or judicial proceedings. Thus, for these people, questions regarding
a student's legal rights are immediate and pervasive. This book developed out of the need to provide
nonlegal professionals with a lawyer's view of the huge body of court cases and federal laws and
regulations that affect their practice as well as their students and clients. An introductory chapter
provides the historical basis of the current interface between law and special education. The
Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975 and Sec tion 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, and their regulations promulgated in 1977, are the major national laws in the field ~nd are
therefore described in Chapters 2 and 3.
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