oxford english dictionary first edition

Oxford English Dictionary First Edition: A Landmark in Lexicography

oxford english dictionary first edition holds a special place in the history of the English language. It
represents not just a comprehensive collection of words, but a monumental scholarly achievement that
shaped the way English speakers understand the evolution and depth of their language. The first edition of
the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) was more than a dictionary—it was a cultural milestone that reflected

the richness and complexity of English vocabulary in an unprecedented way.

The Origins of the Oxford English Dictionary First Edition

The journey to the Oxford English Dictionary first edition began in the mid-19th century, a time when
English was rapidly evolving due to industrialization, colonial expansion, and scientific progress. Earlier
dictionaries existed, but none captured the historical development and varied usage of words over time.
The idea for a new, exhaustive dictionary was proposed by the Philological Society of London in 1857,

recognizing the need for a reference that would document the etymology and history of English words

comprehensively.

James Murray and the Editorial Vision

James Murray, appointed as the primary editor in 1879, became the driving force behind the OED’s
creation. His vision was to compile not just definitions but detailed historical citations showing how each
word had been used through the centuries. This approach was revolutionary. Instead of a static word list,
the dictionary would be a dynamic record of English language development, tracing the roots of words

from Old English to the present day.

Murray’s editorial team enlisted thousands of volunteer readers who scoured books, newspapers, and
manuscripts to submit quotations illustrating word usage. This crowdsourced effort was one of the earliest

examples of collaborative scholarship on such a massive scale.

The Publication of the First Edition

The Oxford English Dictionary first edition was not published all at once but in installments called fascicles.
The first fascicle appeared in 1884, covering words from A to Ant, and the entire work was completed in

1928. This staggered release allowed scholars and readers to access the dictionary as it grew, creating



excitement and anticipation.

Scope and Scale of the First Edition

The first edition of the OED was colossal in scope. It contained approximately 414,825 words, with detailed
etymologies, definitions, and over a million quotations sourced from a wide array of English literature. The

dictionary spanned 12 volumes and weighed over 20 kilograms in total.

This edition set unprecedented standards for lexicography by:

¢ Documenting the historical development of words with precise citations.
¢ Including variant spellings and obsolete terms.

¢ Providing definitions that reflected changes in meaning over time.

Such a comprehensive approach made the OED invaluable for linguists, historians, writers, and anyone

interested in the English language’s richness.

Impact on English Language and Scholarship

The Oxford English Dictionary first edition transformed the study and understanding of English. For the
first time, people had access to a resource that not only defined words but told their stories—where they

came from, how their meanings shifted, and how they connected with other words.

Influence on Literature and Education

Authors and poets found the OED an indispensable tool for exploring the English language’s nuances. Its
detailed entries inspired creative uses of words and revived interest in archaic or seldom-used vocabulary.
Educational institutions incorporated the dictionary into their curricula, promoting a deeper appreciation of

language history.



Setting a Standard for Future Dictionaries

The first edition’s methodology influenced lexicographers worldwide. Its historical and descriptive
approach contrasted with prescriptive dictionaries that simply told users how to use words. The OED

showed that language is living and evolving—a reflection of cultural and societal changes.

Collecting and Preserving the Oxford English Dictionary First
Edition

Today, owning a copy of the Oxford English Dictionary first edition is a prized possession for collectors and

institutions alike. Its rarity, historical importance, and sheer physical presence make it a fascinating artifact.

Tips for Collectors

¢ Condition Matters: Due to its age, finding copies in excellent condition can be challenging. Look for

volumes with intact bindings and minimal foxing.

¢ Provenance: Copies with documented history or those signed by notable figures involved in the

dictionary’s creation can be especially valuable.

¢ Complete Sets: The full 12-volume set is rare and commands higher prices compared to individual

fascicles or incomplete collections.

Libraries and universities often maintain the first edition for research and preservation, sometimes

digitizing the volumes to ensure their content remains accessible for future generations.

Modern Legacy of the Oxford English Dictionary First Edition

While the first edition was groundbreaking, the OED has continued to evolve. Revised editions and digital
versions have expanded and updated the dictionary to include contemporary vocabulary and new linguistic

research. However, the foundation laid by the first edition remains central to the dictionary’s authority.



The Digital Transformation

In the 21st century, the OED embraced digital technology, making its vast resources searchable online. This
has democratized access to the dictionary’s rich historical data, allowing anyone with internet access to

explore word histories in depth.

Continued Scholarship

Lexicographers today still draw inspiration from the first edition’s meticulous research methods. The
tradition of documenting words through historical quotations continues, ensuring that the OED remains a

living record of the English language.

The Oxford English Dictionary first edition is more than just a reference book; it is a testament to human
curiosity, collaboration, and the love of language. Its pages capture centuries of English expression, and its
legacy continues to influence how we understand and appreciate words today. Whether you are a linguist,
a historian, or simply a lover of words, exploring the first edition of the OED offers a unique window into

the soul of English.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary published?

The first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary was published between 1884 and 1928 in multiple

volumes.

How many volumes were in the first edition of the Oxford English
Dictionary?

The first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary consisted of 12 volumes.

‘Who was the primary editor of the first edition of the Oxford English
Dictionary?

James Murray was the primary editor of the first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary.



What was the original title of the Oxford English Dictionary first edition?

The original title was "A New English Dictionary on Historical Principles," which later became known as

the Oxford English Dictionary.

How long did it take to complete the first edition of the Oxford English
Dictionary?

It took approximately 44 years to complete the first edition, from the initial work in the 1870s to its

completion in 1928.

What was unique about the compilation process of the first edition of the
Oxford English Dictionary?

The first edition was compiled through contributions from thousands of volunteer readers who submitted

quotations to illustrate word usage.

Is the first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary still used today?

While it is primarily of historical interest today, the first edition is still referenced by linguists and scholars

for its comprehensive historical entries.

How much did the first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary cost
when it was published?

The complete set of the first edition was very expensive at the time, costing around £150, which was a

significant sum in the early 20th century.

Where can one find copies of the first edition of the Oxford English
Dictionary today?

Copies of the first edition can be found in major libraries, universities, and some rare book collections, and

digital versions are also available online.

Additional Resources

Oxford English Dictionary First Edition: A Landmark in Lexicography

oxford english dictionary first edition stands as a monumental achievement in the history of English

language scholarship. More than a mere dictionary, it represents an ambitious endeavor to chart the



evolution of English vocabulary, tracing the intricate lineage of words from their earliest recorded uses to
contemporary meanings. Released in the late 19th century, this first edition set a new standard for
dictionary compilation and remains a cornerstone reference for linguists, historians, and literary scholars to

this day.

The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) first edition was not simply a vocabulary list; it was a comprehensive
historical record of English. Its publication marked a turning point in lexicographical practice, with editors
prioritizing the origins and development of words alongside their definitions. This approach distinguished
the OED from other dictionaries of its time, which typically focused on contemporary usage without
extensive historical context. Understanding the origins and editorial process behind the first edition gives

deeper insight into its enduring significance.

The Origins and Development of the Oxford English Dictionary
First Edition

The genesis of the Oxford English Dictionary first edition can be traced back to the mid-19th century.

Initial efforts to compile a comprehensive English dictionary began in 1857 under the Philological Society
of London. Dissatisfied with the limitations of existing dictionaries such as Samuel Johnson’s 18th-century
work, scholars sought to create a lexicon that documented every word in the English language, complete

with quotations illustrating usage through time.

The project officially commenced in 1879, with James Murray appointed as the primary editor—a role he
held until his death in 1915. Murray’s editorial vision was revolutionary; he insisted on collecting vast
quantities of evidence from printed texts, thereby grounding each entry in historical usage. The scale of
this undertaking was unprecedented, requiring thousands of volunteers to read texts and submit quotation

slips. This crowdsourced approach exemplified the democratic spirit of Victorian scholarship.

Publication Timeline and Structure

The first edition was released incrementally, starting with individual fascicles in 1884. It took nearly 50
years for the complete work to be published, culminating in a 10-volume set in 1928. This phased
publication allowed scholars and the public to access the dictionary progressively, reflecting the immense

scope of the project.

The volumes were organized alphabetically, with every entry containing:

e Word origin and etymology



¢ Historical definitions arranged chronologically
e Illustrative quotations from literary and official sources

¢ Pronunciation guides and variant spellings where applicable

This structure enabled users not only to understand what a word meant but also how its meaning evolved,

lending a dynamic and diachronic perspective absent from competing dictionaries.

Comparative Analysis: OED First Edition vs. Contemporary

Dictionaries

When compared with contemporaneous dictionaries such as Webster’s American Dictionary or the Century
Dictionary, the Oxford English Dictionary first edition distinguished itself through its unparalleled depth
and scholarly rigor. While others focused on current definitions or prescriptive usage, the OED was

descriptive and historical, cataloging obsolete and archaic words alongside modern ones.

Furthermore, the OED’s reliance on primary textual evidence set new standards for lexicography. The
inclusion of dated quotations allowed users to see the contextual evolution of language, rather than relying
solely on editor interpretations. This method anticipated modern corpus linguistics, making the OED a

pioneer in linguistic research methodology.

However, the sheer size and complexity of the first edition also posed challenges. The extensive volumes
were expensive and bulky, limiting accessibility to academic institutions and affluent individuals.
Additionally, the slow pace of publication meant that some entries were outdated by the time the final

volumes appeared, necessitating future revisions.

Editorial Challenges and Innovations

James Murray and his team faced numerous obstacles during compilation, from coordinating thousands of
volunteer readers to establishing consistent editorial guidelines. One innovative solution was the creation of

a centralized reading room in Oxford, where slips of quotations were cataloged and organized meticulously.

The editorial team also introduced a rigorous system for evaluating source reliability and quotation
relevance, ensuring that each entry was supported by verifiable evidence. This painstaking process

contributed to the dictionary’s authority but required immense time investment.



The Impact and Legacy of the Oxford English Dictionary First
Edition

The first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary had a profound influence on the study and appreciation
of the English language. By framing English vocabulary as a living historical record, it inspired subsequent

lexicographers and established a model for future dictionary projects worldwide.

Its exhaustive nature made it an indispensable tool for scholars engaged in literary analysis, historical
linguistics, and etymology. Beyond academia, the OED first edition fostered greater public interest in the

origins and nuances of English, contributing to the cultural prestige of the language.

In the decades following its completion, the OED underwent multiple revisions and expansions, reflecting
the dynamic nature of English. These updates have been facilitated by advances in technology, including

digitization and online access, which have vastly increased the dictionary’s reach and usability.

Influence on Modern Lexicography and Digital Transformation

Modern dictionary projects owe much to the pioneering work of the Oxford English Dictionary first
edition. Its emphasis on historical evidence and linguistic precision remains a benchmark for quality. The
digitization of the OED has further democratized access, allowing users worldwide to explore the evolving

tapestry of English words with unprecedented ease.

Moreover, the first edition’s archival value is unparalleled. For digital humanities researchers, it serves as a
snapshot of English lexicon scholarship at the turn of the 20th century, providing insights into both

language and the cultural context of its compilation.

Set new standards for historical lexicography

Demonstrated effective crowdsourcing for scholarly projects

Influenced dictionary compilation methodologies globally

Created a foundational resource for English language research

The Oxford English Dictionary first edition remains a testament to scholarly dedication, blending
meticulous research with a passion for the English language. Its continued relevance underscores the
importance of historical context in understanding vocabulary and serves as a reminder of the immense

labor behind every dictionary entry.



Oxford English Dictionary First Edition

oxford english dictionary first edition: The Concise Oxford Dictionary H. W. Fowler, F. G.
Fowler, David Crystal, 2011-08-18 The classic original edition of the Concise Oxford English
Dictionary, first published in 1911 in a beautifully reproduced facsimile edition with a new
introductory essay by David Crystal.

oxford english dictionary first edition: A Guide to the Oxford English Dictionary Donna
Lee Berg, 1993 A handy roadmap to the greatest dictionary ever compiled, the Oxford English
Dictionary (OED). This lively volume is the first to provide an in-depth account of the structure of the
OED. Includes a bibliography, chronology, listing of key facts and figures about the OED, and more.
90 OED extracts.

oxford english dictionary first edition: English Dictionaries for Foreign Learners
Anthony Paul Cowie, 2002 This is the first history of dictionaries of English for foreign learners from
their origins in Japan and East Asa in the 1920s, to the computerized compilations of the present.
Monolingual dictionaries for foreign speakers were a revolutionary development at their outset, and
now represent a coming-together of intellectual, technological, and commercial forces almost
unequalled in book publishing. As the author shows, the early history of EFL dictionaries was
research-driven, arising directly from research in linguistic theory and language pedagogy; now it is
user-driven, determined by what users require or are thought to require. The pioneering dictionaries
were the work of individuals. Current dictionaries are the products of huge databases manipulated
by sophisticated processing, as publishers strive to share an immense and ever growing global
market.The book has both a thematic and a chronological structure. Three chapters describe the
historical sequence over a period of some sixty years. These alternate with chapters dealing with
phraseology, computers and corpus linguistics, and research into dictionary users and uses -- three
subjects central to the development of ELT dictionaries over the last thirty years. Anthony Cowie
examines the way in which availability of massive computing power has transformed the recording
and analysis of current speech, and shows how the growth of research into the users and uses of
dictionaries has led to developments both in ELT lexicography and method.This readable and
non-technical account is directed at professionals in applied linguistics and English language
teaching, and at lexicographers, but it will fascinate everyone concerned with the analysis of English
and faced with the challenge of recording the subtleties of its grammar and meaning.

oxford english dictionary first edition: The Bloomsbury Handbook of Lexicography
Howard Jackson, 2022-02-24 A definitive guide to the long tradition of lexicography, this handbook
is a rigorous and systematic overview of the field and its recent developments. Featuring key topics,
research areas, new directions and a manageable guide to beginning and developing research in the
field, this one-volume reference provides both a survey of current research and more practical
guidance for advanced study. Fully updated and revised to take account of recent developments, in
particular innovations in digital technology and online lexicography, this second edition features: - 6
new chapters, covering metalexicography, lexicography for Asian languages, lexicography for
endangered and minority languages, onomasiological lexicography, collaborative lexicography, and
internet dictionaries - Thoroughly revised chapters on learner dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries and
future directions, alongside a significantly updated third part on 'New Directions in Lexicography’,
accounting for innovations in digital lexicography - An expanded glossary of key terms and an
updated annotated bibliography Identifying and describing the central concepts associated with
lexicography and its main branches of study, The Bloomsbury Handbook of Lexicography
demonstrates the direct influence of linguistics on the development of the field and is an essential
resource for anyone interested in this area.

oxford english dictionary first edition: Shorter Oxford English Dictionary on Historical


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-178/oxford-english-dictionary-first-edition.pdf

Principles: N-Z William R. Trumble, 2002 A major new edition to the world's most comprehensive
guide to the English language, this volume is updated with more than 3,000 new words and
meanings in a new open layout.

oxford english dictionary first edition: English in the World Philip Seargeant, Joan Swann,
2013-03-01 English in the World: History, Diversity, Change examines the English language as it has
developed through history and is used across the globe today. The first half of the book outlines the
history of the language from its fifth-century roots through its development as a national, a colonial,
and now a global language. In the second half, the focus shifts to the diversity of the language today.
The book explores varieties of English across the English-speaking world, as well as English-related
varieties such as pidgins and creoles. It also examines complex processes of variation, hybridity and
change in English, and in the shifting styles of individual speakers. Throughout, the focus is on the
international nature of English and its use alongside other languages in a diverse range of
communities. Drawing on the latest research and The Open University’s wide experience of writing
accessible and innovative texts, this book: explains basic concepts and assumes no previous study of
English or linguistics contains a range of source material and commissioned readings to supplement
chapters includes contributions from leading experts in their fields including Joan Beal, Suresh
Canagarajah, David Crystal, Jonathan Hope, Kay McCormick, Miriam Meyerhoff, Rajend Mesthrie,
Robert Podesva and Jennifer Smith has a truly international scope, encompassing examples and case
studies from the UK and North America, Australia and New Zealand, Europe, Asia, and Africa is
illustrated in full colour to bring the fascinating study of the English language alive includes a
comprehensive index as well as useful appendices showing the historical timeline of English and a
brief introduction to the description of linguistic features English in the World: History, Diversity,
Change is essential reading for all students of English language studies.

oxford english dictionary first edition: Mind and Hand Julius Adams Stratton, Loretta H.
Mannix, 2005 The intellectual heritage of MIT: an account of the flow of ideas about science and
education that shaped the Institute as it emerged and that inspires it today. The motto on the seal of
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Mens et Manus -- mind and hand -- signals the Institute's
dedication to what MIT founder William Barton Rogers called the most earnest cooperation of
intelligent culture with industrial pursuits. Mind and Hand traces the ideas about science and
education that have shaped MIT and defined its mission -- from the new science of the
Enlightenment era and the ideals of representative democracy spurred by the Industrial Revolution
to new theories on the nature and role of higher education in nineteenth-century America. MIT
emerged in mid-century as an experiment in scientific and technical education, with its origins in the
tension between these old and new ideas. Mind and Hand was undertaken by Julius Stratton after
his retirement from the presidency of MIT and continued by Loretta Mannix after his death; Philip N.
Alexander, of the MIT Program in Writing and Humanistic Studies, stepped in to complete the
project. The combined efforts of these three authors have given us what Julius Stratton envisioned --
a coherent account of the flow of ideas from which MIT emerged.

oxford english dictionary first edition: Lexicon Grammaticorum Harro Stammerjohann,
2009-06-02 Lexicon Grammaticorum is a biographical and bibliographical reference work on the
history of all the world's traditions of linguistics. Each article consists of a short definition, details of
the life, work and influence of the subject and a primary and secondary bibliography. The authors
include some of the most renowned linguistic scholars alive today. For the second edition, twenty
co-editors were commissioned to propose articles and authors for their areas of expertise. Thus this
edition contains some 500 new articles by more than 400 authors from 25 countries in addition to
the completely revised 1.500 articles from the first edition. Attention has been paid to making the
articles more reader-friendly, in particular by resolving abbreviations in the textual sections. Key
features: essential reference book for linguists worldwide 500 new articles over 400 contributors of
25 countries

oxford english dictionary first edition: The Earliest English Chris Mccully, Sharon Hilles,
2016-01-28 The Earliest English provides a student-friendly introduction to Old English and the



earliest periods of the history of the English Language as it evolved before 1215. Using
non-technical language, the book covers basic terminology, the linguistic and cultural backgrounds
to the emergence and development of OE, and the OE vocabulary that students studying this phase
of the English language need to know. In eight carefully structured units, the authors show how the
vocabulary of Old English contains many items familiar to us today; how its characteristic poetic
form is based on a beautiful and intricate simplicity; how its patterns of word building and
inflectional structure are paralleled in several present day languages and how and why the English
language and its literature continued to change so that by the mid-12th century the English
language looks more like the 'English' that we are familiar with in the 21st century. Features of the
book include: the provision of accessible guides to some important 'problem topics' of classical OE
stimulating cross-linguistic comparisons, e.g. the pronoun system of OE as compared with the
pronoun system of present day Dutch cleverly laid out translation exercises, with structural help in
the form of selective glossaries careful division into eight units, designed for both classroom use and
self-study Written in a clear and accessible manner, The Earliest English provides a comprehensive
introduction to the evolution of Old English language and literature, and will be an invaluable
textbook for students of English Language and Linguistics.

oxford english dictionary first edition: A Companion to the History of the English
Language Haruko Momma, Michael Matto, 2011-05-06 A Companion to the History of the English
Language addresses the linguistic, cultural, social, and literary approaches to language study. The
first text to offer a complete survey of the field, this volume provides the most up-to-date insights of
leading international scholars. An accessible reference to the history of the English language
Comprises more than sixty essays written by leading international scholars Aids literature students
in incorporating language study into their work Includes an historical survey of the English
language, from its Germanic and Indo- European beginnings to modern British and American
English Enriched with maps, diagrams, and illustrations from historical publications Introduces the
latest scholarship in the field

oxford english dictionary first edition: Kick the Bucket and Swing the Cat Alex Games,
2011-01-31 Kick the Bucket and Swing the Cat takes a humorous tour through the fascinating,
sometimes tragic, and often surprising history of the English language and its etymology. Author,
humorist and word-sleuth Alex Games uncovers the trends, innovations and scandals that have
shaped the meanings of our most popular words and expressions, from Chaucer to Internet jargon
and Ancient Greek to American slang. Who was the original Jack the Lad, Gordon Bennett or Bloody
Mary? Where do dodgy geezers and hooligans come from? What are skeldering, dithering and
sabre-rattling? This amusing but rigorously researched account of English words and their origins
combines the findings of the major BBC TV series and the nationwide Wordhunt, and is an
entertaining treasure trove for English-language lovers everywhere.

oxford english dictionary first edition: Language and Communication in the Digital Age
Marinela Burada, Oana Tatu, Raluca Sinu, 2023-09-22 The digital age has exercised considerable
influence not only on language use but also on research and teaching in this field. The present
volume showcases some aspects of language-related investigation that reflect the interests,
experiences, and challenges of theorists, practitioners, and language instructors today. Drawing on
the linguistic corpus, parallel texts in different languages and a variety of approaches and
methodologies, the book features three main lines of inquiry: L1 syntactic structure, L1-L2 contact
and transfer, and L2 pedagogy. The use of case-studies and authentic data makes Language and
Communication in the Digital Age a valuable source of insights into some linguistic peculiarities of
Romanian and English, and highlights new research avenues for specialists in language and
communication.

oxford english dictionary first edition: Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World ,
2010-04-06 Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World is an authoritative single-volume
reference resource comprehensively describing the major languages and language families of the
world. It will provide full descriptions of the phonology, semantics, morphology, and syntax of the



world's major languages, giving insights into their structure, history and development, sounds,
meaning, structure, and language family, thereby both highlighting their diversity for comparative
study, and contextualizing them according to their genetic relationships and regional
distribution.Based on the highly acclaimed and award-winning Encyclopedia of Language and
Linguistics, this volume will provide an edited collection of almost 400 articles throughout which a
representative subset of the world's major languages are unfolded and explained in up-to-date
terminology and authoritative interpretation, by the leading scholars in linguistics. In highlighting
the diversity of the world's languages — from the thriving to the endangered and extinct — this work
will be the first point of call to any language expert interested in this huge area. No other single
volume will match the extent of language coverage or the authority of the contributors of Concise
Encyclopedia of Languages of the World. - Extraordinary breadth of coverage: a comprehensive
selection of just under 400 articles covering the world's major languages, language families, and
classification structures, issues and dispute - Peerless quality: based on 20 years of academic
development on two editions of the leading reference resource in linguistics, Encyclopedia of
Language and Linguistics - Unique authorship: 350 of the world's leading experts brought together
for one purpose - Exceptional editorial selection, review and validation process: Keith Brown and
Sarah Ogilvie act as first-tier guarantors for article quality and coverage - Compact and affordable:
one-volume format makes this suitable for personal study at any institution interested in areal,
descriptive, or comparative language study - and at a fraction of the cost of the full encyclopedia

oxford english dictionary first edition: Blue in Old English C.P. Biggam, 2022-06-08 Blue in
Old English represents the first thorough investigation of an area of the colour semantics of Old
English, and the methodology developed for this study is believed to be appropriate for researching
the colour semantics of any language which survives only in recorded texts. By means of a collection
of in-depth word-studies, which suggest new interpretations of many well-known passages, an
understanding of how blueness was described in Old English is developed. The approach is
interdisciplinary, using evidence from subjects such as botany, manuscript illustration, etymology,
early technologies, and others. The conclusion contradicts certain previously held views on Old
English colour, and presents a hitherto obscured sociolinguistic picture of differing language use
among various groups of Old English speakers.

oxford english dictionary first edition: Histories of the Borneo Environment Reed L.
Wadley, 2022-07-04 In light of the tremendous changes that have come to the island of Borneo in
recent decades, this volume takes a detailed historical look at the Borneo environment from native,
colonial and national perspectives. It examines change and continuity in the economic, political and
social dimensions of human-environment interactions. Reflecting the increasingly multidisciplinary
nature of environmental history, the book brings together an international group of historians,
anthropologists, geographers and social foresters, all looking through a historical lens at the
environment in the Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak, and the Indonesian province of
Kalimantan and Brunei. Drawing on extensive archival research and fieldwork, these ten original
contributions encompass eleven centuries of history on Borneo, examining interrelated topics that
include long-distance trade, conservation, land tenure, resource access, property rights, perceptions
of the environment, migration, and development policy and practice. The chapters in this volume are
extensively revised versions of selected papers presented at an international seminar on
Environmental change in native and colonial histories of Borneo: Lessons from the past, prospects
for the future held in Leiden under the auspices of the International Institute for Asian Studies.

oxford english dictionary first edition: Balderdash & Piffle Alex Games, 2010-12-15
Discover the fascinating stories behind the words and phrases we use every day. English is now the
worlds most popular second language, understood by over 700 million people across the globe. Its
use is amazingly broad: not only is it the language of Chaucer and Shakespeare, but also of hip-hop,
international business and the internet (over 80% of home pages are in English). So where exactly
do English words come from? They come from everywhere. English is a vast, rambling
conglomeration of words and phrases from a huge variety of times and places, and every word has



its own intriguing history. Balderdash & Piffle is a guidebook an entertaining look at what falls out of
the chaotic family tree of English words when you uproot it and give it a damn good shake. Shaking
the tree is writer, humourist and word-sleuth Alex Games. If youve ever wondered who first used
cuppa in print, what language gave us shampoo, when we started saying window, where minging
comes from, what Shakespeare had to say about geeks and why berk is really, really rude, youll find
it all (and much more) inside. Youll also have the chance to do your own word-sleuthing, through the
BBC Wordhunt appeal. Who knows if you have written evidence of a bouncy castle from before 1986,
you could even re-write history

oxford english dictionary first edition: Words, Meaning and Vocabulary Howard Jackson,
Etienne Zé Amvela, 2007-03-15 Words, Meaning and Vocabulary: An Introduction to Modern English
Lexicography is a systematic and accessible introduction to the lexicology of modern English.
Lexicology is the branch of linguistics that studies all aspects of the vocabulary of a particular
language. The book provides an account of the sources of modern English words and studies the
development of vocabulary over time. It examines: What are words? Where do English words come
from? How are words made up? How do words 'mean'? How are words used? How can words be
investigated? This new edition of the best-selling textbook has been revised and updated throughout.
This second edition features: - Updated chapters on dictionaries and corpus linguistics - Summaries
of content at the beginning of each chapter - A revised list of suggestions for further reading - A new
glossary Words, Meaning and Vocabulary is an essential introduction to lexicology for
undergraduate students.

oxford english dictionary first edition: Language Change and Nineteenth-Century Science
Catherine Watts, 2023-06-05 Have you ever looked at a word and thought: ‘I wonder where that
came from’? You might well find the answer in this book, which considers the origin and formation of
some of the many thousands of new words that were coined in English during the nineteenth century
in the broad field of ‘science’. Changes in society are often accompanied by the need to find names
for such changes which, in turn, has an impact on how the language develops as a result. The British
Industrial Revolution ushered in a new era of language change, which led to many new coinages in
the English language reflecting scientific knowledge as it developed. Many of these neologisms
belong to specialist vocabulary, but others do not, and it is these lay coinages which form the focus
of this book and are located within their social, cultural and historical backgrounds. Aimed at
postgraduate students of the English language and all those interested in the history of the English
language, this work explores new worlds and offers an original and fascinating etymological journey
through nineteenth-century science in its broadest sense.

oxford english dictionary first edition: The Voice of England in the East Steven
Richmond, 2014-06-06 In the time of the 'Great Powers', Stratford Canning served as British
ambassador to the Ottoman Empire during several long missions throughout the first half of the
nineteenth century. Drafted into diplomacy by his older cousin and mentor, the statesman George
Canning, Stratford arrived in the Ottoman capital at the age of 22 in January 1809, at the height of
the Napoleonic Wars. He concluded his final mission there in October 1858, more than two years
after the end of the Crimean War. His name became synonymous across Europe with the so-called
Eastern Question, the imperial contest between the Powers for leverage in the Levant. Canning was
a prominent figure in major diplomatic episoes of the period, including the crucial peace-treaty
reached by the Ottomans and Russians in late May 1812, only weeks before Napoleon's invasion of
Russia; the war of Greek independence in the 1820s and the negotiation of an independent Greek
state in 1832; and the preliminaries of the Crimean War in 1853. He witnessed and documented
dramatic moments of Ottoman politics, such as the Vaka-i Hayriye or 'Auspicious Event'- the
elimination of the ancient elite palace guards, the Janissaries, by Sultan Mahmud II in June 1826.
For decades Canning supported the Ottoman reform movement, and he played a role in
developments preceding Sultan Abdulmecit's abolition of capital punishment for apostasy from Islam
in March 1844. In The Voice of England in the East, Steven Richmond reconstructs the imperial
objectives and diplomatic pratices of the period; and depicts the characters, customs and scenes of



Konstantniyye, Ottoman Constantinople. Based upon Canning's personal archive, British and
Ottoman diplomatic records, newspaper accounts, correspondence and memoirs, the result is an
original study of East-West relations and a novel portrait of empire at the dawn of the industrial era.
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