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NYS Notary Public Exam: Your Guide to Becoming a New York Notary

nys notary public exam might sound intimidating at first, but with the right
approach and information, it becomes one of the most straightforward steps
toward becoming a commissioned Notary Public in New York State. Whether
you're looking to expand your professional credentials or simply interested
in offering valuable services like document notarization, understanding the
ins and outs of the NYS notary public exam and the overall commissioning
process is essential.

In this article, we'll explore everything you need to know about the NYS
notary public exam, including eligibility requirements, exam content,
preparation tips, and what life looks like after you pass. If you've been
wondering how to become a notary in New York, keep reading to get a clear
picture and practical advice.

Understanding the NYS Notary Public Exam

Unlike some states, New York does not require applicants to pass a
traditional written exam to become a notary public. However, there is an
application process administered by the New York Department of State that
includes a background check and an oath of office, which you must complete
before your commission is granted. So, when people refer to the "NYS notary
public exam," they often mean the knowledge and understanding you must have
to fulfill the duties of a notary effectively.

What Does the NYS Notary Public Exam Entail?

While there is no formal exam, applicants must have a solid grasp of New
York’s notary laws, rules, and procedures. This knowledge is crucial because
a notary’s role involves verifying identities, witnessing signatures, and
preventing fraud in official documents. Mistakes can lead to legal trouble or
the invalidation of important papers.

Many aspiring notaries prepare by reviewing state guidelines, studying the
Notary Public License Law, and sometimes taking online courses or practice
tests offered by various training providers. These materials simulate exam
conditions and cover topics like:

- Eligibility criteria for becoming a notary
- Proper notarization procedures
- Types of notarizations allowed in New York
- Record-keeping responsibilities



- Handling special situations such as refusals or conflicts of interest

Eligibility and Application Process for NYS
Notary Public

Before diving into any study materials or training, it’s important to confirm
that you meet the eligibility requirements set by the New York Department of
State.

Who Can Apply?

To become a notary public in New York, you must:

Be at least 18 years old

Be a resident of New York State or have a place of business in the state

Not have been convicted of a felony or certain misdemeanors involving
dishonesty or false statements

If you meet these requirements, you can proceed to fill out the notary
application form available on the New York Department of State’s website.

Steps to Apply for Your Notary Commission

The application process is straightforward but requires attention to detail:

Complete the official application form with accurate personal1.
information.

Obtain the necessary signature and seal for notarization on your2.
application.

Submit the application along with the $60 filing fee to the Department3.
of State.

Take the oath of office, which can be done at the Department of State, a4.
county clerk's office, or another authorized location.

Wait for your commission certificate to arrive by mail, usually within a5.
few weeks.



Preparing for Your Role Beyond the NYS Notary
Public Exam

Since there isn’t a formal exam, preparation focuses on becoming well-versed
with your responsibilities as a notary. Many find it helpful to enroll in a
notary training course that covers the practical aspects of the job.

Key Areas to Study

- **Notary Public Laws in New York:** The Notary Public License Law outlines
your powers, duties, and limitations.
- **Proper Use of the Notary Seal and Journal:** While New York does not
require a journal, many notaries choose to keep one as a best practice.
- **Types of Notarial Acts:** This includes acknowledgments, jurats, oaths,
and affirmations.
- **Common Situations and Challenges:** Such as refusing to notarize
documents when the signer is not present or is under duress.

Helpful Resources and Practice Tests

Several online platforms offer free or paid practice quizzes and simulated
exams to test your understanding. These resources reinforce your knowledge
and help you feel confident when performing notarizations.

After Passing the Exam: What’s Next?

Once your application is approved and you receive your notary commission
certificate, you’re officially authorized to perform notarizations within New
York State. However, your journey as a notary is just beginning.

Obtaining Your Notary Supplies

To conduct notarizations, you’ll need:

A notary seal or stamp that meets New York’s requirements

A notary journal to record your acts (recommended for legal protection)



A reliable method for verifying signer identities, such as government-
issued photo IDs

Maintaining Your Commission and Staying Compliant

New York notary commissions last for four years. To maintain your status:

- Renew your commission before it expires by submitting a new application and
fee.
- Stay updated on any law changes or procedural updates.
- Always adhere to ethical standards to avoid penalties or commission
revocation.

Tips for Success in Your Notary Public Role

Although the NYS notary public exam isn’t a formal test, excelling in your
duties requires care, attention, and professionalism. Here are some tips to
help you thrive:

- **Double-Check Signer Identification:** Never notarize a document unless
you have personally verified the signer’s identity.
- **Keep Detailed Records:** Even if not legally required, maintaining a
journal protects you against future disputes.
- **Understand When to Refuse:** Notarizing under inappropriate circumstances
can lead to legal consequences.
- **Stay Educated:** Laws and regulations can change, so consider refresher
courses or updates from the Department of State.
- **Use Reliable Supplies:** Invest in a permanent, professional notary seal
and secure storage for your materials.

Why Becoming a Notary in New York Is Worth It

Becoming a New York notary public opens many doors. It’s a valuable
credential for professionals in real estate, law, banking, and many other
fields. Notaries provide an essential service by adding trust and
authenticity to important documents, from mortgages to affidavits.

Moreover, having notary credentials can enhance your resume and increase your
earning potential, especially for those who offer mobile notary services or
work in legal support roles.

---



Navigating the path to becoming a notary in New York might seem complex at
first glance, but understanding the process and what to expect from the NYS
notary public exam makes it much easier. With proper preparation and a
commitment to ethical practice, you’ll be well on your way to contributing
valuable services in your community. Whether you’re notarizing wills,
contracts, or acknowledgments, your role is a key part of keeping business
and legal affairs running smoothly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the New York State Notary Public Exam?
The New York State Notary Public Exam is a test administered by the New York
Department of State to evaluate an applicant's knowledge of the duties,
responsibilities, and laws governing notaries public in New York State.

Is the New York State Notary Public Exam mandatory
to become a notary?
Yes, passing the New York State Notary Public Exam is mandatory for
applicants before they can be commissioned as a notary public in New York
State.

How can I register for the New York State Notary
Public Exam?
You can register for the New York State Notary Public Exam through the New
York Department of State's website or by submitting an application form along
with the required fee.

What topics are covered in the New York State Notary
Public Exam?
The exam covers topics such as the powers and duties of a notary, proper
notarization procedures, the types of documents notaries can handle, and
relevant New York State laws and regulations.

What is the passing score for the New York State
Notary Public Exam?
Applicants must score at least 70% on the New York State Notary Public Exam
to pass and qualify for the notary commission.



How often can I retake the New York State Notary
Public Exam if I fail?
If you fail the exam, you can retake it; however, you must wait at least 30
days before retaking the New York State Notary Public Exam.

Additional Resources
NYs Notary Public Exam: A Detailed Professional Overview

nys notary public exam serves as a critical gateway for individuals aspiring
to become authorized notaries within New York State. This examination, while
not always mandatory in the traditional sense, encapsulates the essential
knowledge one must possess to execute the duties of a notary public
effectively and lawfully. Navigating the requirements and expectations
surrounding the NYS notary public exam demands a clear understanding of both
the legal framework and the practical skills involved in notarization.

Understanding the NYS Notary Public Exam and
Its Relevance

Unlike many states that require a formal, standardized test, New York State
does not currently mandate an official notary public exam administered by a
state agency. However, prospective notaries must still meet specific
eligibility criteria and demonstrate familiarity with the laws and procedures
governing notarization. Often, third-party courses or self-assessment tools
labeled as “NYS notary public exam” are utilized by candidates to prepare for
the application process and the responsibilities that come with the role.

The phrase “NYS notary public exam” is frequently associated with preparatory
materials designed to cover topics such as the Notary Public License Law and
Notary Public License Law Regulations. These materials focus on understanding
the scope of authority, types of notarizations permitted, record-keeping
requirements, and the ethical considerations that underpin the profession.

Eligibility and Application: The First Steps

To qualify for a notary public commission in New York, applicants must be
residents of the state or have a place of business within New York.
Candidates must be at least 18 years old and must not have any felony
convictions or any other disqualifying criminal records. The application
process requires submitting a formal application to the Department of State
along with a non-refundable fee.



While there is no official exam, the application itself includes affirmations
that applicants understand the duties and responsibilities of a notary.
Therefore, many candidates opt for preparatory courses or self-study guides
to ensure compliance with state laws and to avoid common pitfalls.

Key Content Areas Covered in NYS Notary Public
Preparation

Whether through formal coursework or self-study, prospective notaries
preparing for the so-called NYS notary public exam will encounter several
critical topics:

Notarial Acts and Jurisdiction: Understanding the types of notarizations
allowed, such as acknowledgments, oaths, affirmations, and jurats, as
well as the proper procedures for each.

Identification Requirements: Learning the acceptable forms of
identification to verify the signer’s identity, an essential safeguard
against fraud.

Record Keeping and Journal Entries: Familiarity with New York’s
requirements for maintaining a notary journal, including what details
must be recorded and the retention period.

Legal Restrictions and Prohibited Acts: Recognizing actions that could
invalidate a notarization or lead to disciplinary measures, such as
notarizing documents in which the notary has a financial interest.

Ethical and Professional Responsibilities: Emphasizing impartiality,
confidentiality, and adherence to the highest standards of conduct.

The Importance of Practical Knowledge

The notary public profession hinges not only on theoretical knowledge but
also on the practical application of laws and procedures. For example,
understanding how to handle situations where a signer appears hesitant or
refuses to swear an oath is as crucial as memorizing statutes. This practical
orientation is often where preparatory programs focus, simulating real-world
scenarios to test readiness.



Comparing New York’s Approach to Notary
Certification

When compared to other states, New York’s lack of a mandatory formal
examination presents both advantages and challenges. States like California
and Texas require applicants to pass a state-administered notary exam,
ensuring a standardized baseline of knowledge. This approach can reduce
errors and improve public trust but may also create higher barriers to entry.

In contrast, New York’s model offers faster access to commissions and relies
on applicants’ self-preparation and ethical commitment. However, this
approach places a greater onus on individuals to seek out proper training and
to stay updated with evolving laws and regulations. As a result, many private
organizations offer comprehensive courses and practice exams branded under
the "NYS notary public exam" terminology to fill this educational gap.

Pros and Cons of the Current NYS System

Pros:

Lower initial barriers for applicants due to the absence of a
mandatory exam.

Flexibility in how candidates prepare, allowing access to a range
of study materials and courses.

Streamlined application process through the Department of State.

Cons:

Potential inconsistency in applicants’ understanding of notarial
laws and procedures.

Greater risk of errors and misapplication of duties without formal
testing.

Reliance on third-party providers for exam preparation, which may
vary in quality.



Preparing Effectively for the NYS Notary Public
Exam

Given that the NYS notary public exam is more accurately described as
preparatory self-assessment, candidates should focus on comprehensive study
of relevant laws and practical skills. Several strategies can enhance
readiness:

Review Official State Resources: The New York Department of State1.
provides the Notary Public License Law and helpful guidelines that form
the foundation of notarial knowledge.

Enroll in Accredited Courses: Many providers offer online or in-person2.
training that includes practice questions and simulated exam
environments.

Use Practice Exams: Taking practice tests helps identify knowledge gaps3.
and builds confidence in handling common notarial scenarios.

Stay Updated: Notary laws can evolve, so continuous education is4.
essential for maintaining compliance throughout one’s commission period.

Technology and Resources Enhancing Preparation

Modern technology has transformed how prospective notaries prepare for their
roles. Interactive online modules, video tutorials, and mobile apps provide
opportunities for flexible learning. Additionally, forums and professional
groups can offer peer support and insights into frequently encountered
challenges. These resources contribute to more thorough preparation than was
historically available.

As New York contemplates potential reforms, including the possible
introduction of a formal examination or enhanced training requirements, the
landscape of notary public certification may evolve. For now, the emphasis
remains on self-discipline, ethical practice, and thorough understanding of
state laws to serve the public with integrity.

The pathway to becoming a New York State notary public is therefore a journey
of both legal comprehension and practical application. While the “NYS notary
public exam” may not be a mandatory test in the traditional sense, the
preparation it symbolizes is indispensable for anyone committed to performing
notarial duties competently and responsibly.
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  nys notary public exam: NYS Notary Exam Study Guide 2025 Alexandra M. Bennett, 2025
  nys notary public exam: New York Notary Public Exam Review Guide Seth S. Patton,
2013-10-07 The New York Notary Public Exam Review Guide gives you everything you need to
prepare to ace the Notary Pubic Exam. This how to manual contains two full length practice exams,
a solid glossary of legal terms, and insider tips about the exam site and exam content.
  nys notary public exam: New York Notary Public Exam Donald Bond, 2024-12-13 � ENHANCE
YOUR STUDY EXPERIENCE WITH BONUS CONTENT: • � ONLINE TRAINING COURSE: Access an
in-depth, interactive course to reinforce your understanding. • � MOBILE APPS: Study on-the-go
with our convenient mobile applications. • �️ PRINTABLE FLASH CARDS: Utilize easy-to-print flash
cards for quick review sessions. Ready to conquer the New York Notary Public Exam on your first
try, but unsure where to begin? Looking for a clear and concise guide to demystify complex
bureaucratic procedures? Want proven strategies to streamline your study process and maximize
your test score? ✅ If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, you're in the right place to level
up your preparation. Countless aspiring notaries face the daunting task of navigating the intricacies
of the New York Notary Public Exam. It can be overwhelming to sift through dense regulations,
memorize complex terms, and apply them effectively under exam conditions. � Fortunately, there's a
better way to approach your preparation. Now, you can confidently say goodbye to common study
obstacles such as: • ⛔ Information overload and confusion from complex legal jargon • ⛔ Lack of
clarity on essential exam topics • ⛔ Inefficient study methods that waste time and energy • ⛔
Uncertainty about the type of questions you'll encounter on the exam • ⛔ Limited understanding of
practical notary procedures and liabilities With my comprehensive guide, you'll streamline your
study process using an innovative approach designed for rapid learning and retention. Gain
confidence through two full-length practice tests that closely mirror the actual exam, complete with
detailed solutions to resolve any uncertainties. Effortlessly understand terminology and
requirements with clear, straightforward explanations. Additionally, you'll master the role of a
notary public with in-depth coverage of responsibilities, procedures, and best practices. Inside, you'll
explore: • � TO BE A COMMISSIONED NOTARY PUBLIC IN NEW YORK STATE: Learn the essential
steps and requirements to obtain your commission. • � THE BASICS OF A NOTARY PUBLIC:
Understand the core responsibilities and legal boundaries of a notary public. • � PRACTICE TESTS I
& II: Test your knowledge with realistic practice exams and detailed solutions. Elevate your
preparation and turn exam stress into exam success. It's time to make your study journey not only
easier but also more efficient and effective. ✅ Ready for a successful career as a New York Notary
Public? � Click Buy Now and embark on a path to exam mastery and a new professional horizon! �
  nys notary public exam: Pass the New York Notary Public Exam Third Edition Angelo Tropea,
2020-08-28 This book prepares you pass the notary public exam and become a more professional
practicing notary public! The following are eight reasons why you should use this book to prepare
for the exam: The author and his team are experts at preparing candidates for civil service exams,
with more than 30 years experience. The book utilizes the flash card method of subject presentation
and studying which has a long history of success. Highlights of the laws which simplify legal
terminology are included. The book also provides edited sections of the laws on the scope of the
notary exam - for a deeper understanding. Quick Questions in flash card format help you memorize
important facts. Multiple Choice Questions help you to connect important aspects of the law. Four
FULL practice exams help you to further sharpen up for both the format and subject matter of the
notary exam. 100+ BONUS Questions are included. Prepare for success! Use this book now - and
during your notary public career.
  nys notary public exam: Pass the New York Notary Public Exam Questions and Answers
Angelo Tropea, 2010-01 225 Questions and Answers in flash card format to help you pass the New
York State Notary Public Exam. This book helps you pass the notary public exam and become a more

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-178/nys-notary-public-exam.pdf


professional practicing notary public. The author is a recognized expert at preparing candidates for
civil service exams, with more than 25 years experience. The book utilizes the flash card method of
subject presentation and studying which has a long history of success. Quick Questions in flash card
format help you memorize important facts. Prepare for success! Use this book now - and during your
notary public career.
  nys notary public exam: New York Notary Public Reference Guide Angelo Tropea, 2014-07-13
This reference guide provides a handy and inexpensive supplement to the official NYS Department of
State, Division of Licensing Services publication. It expresses the highlights of the law in clear and
simple English and provides other tools for the practicing notary public.Among the sections in this
book are:1. Edited sections of NYS Notary Public Law.2. Law highlights to stress and clarify legal
facts and areas that are most relevant to practicing notaries public.3. Legal terms most useful to
notaries.4. Fees charged by New York State notaries.5. Complete list and contact numbers and
addresses of county clerks in all New York State counties.6. Other useful information and resources,
including websites addresses.7. Space for recording notes after each major section of the book.8.
Current notary application procedures and suggested notary exam preparation publications. 8. A
comprehensive index.
  nys notary public exam: Prepare and Pass the New York State Notary Exam Gerrie
Pierre-Fleurimond, 2009-01-01
  nys notary public exam: New York Notary Public Exam Bill Robinson, 2023-01-03 Take the
New York Notary Public Exam with Confidence! Do you want to be your own boss and make an
excellent income with almost zero overhead? Are you curious about the laws and regulations
surrounding the office of a Notary Public? Ready to learn all the tips and tricks to master the Notary
Public exam? Nowadays more and more individuals are setting out to become a Notary Public and
wanting to diversify their income by adding it to their existing services. But what exactly does it take
to become a Notary and is it really worth it? In this book, we provide you with the necessary
information to get your Notary License and start your Notary service with confidence. This book
covers: Obtaining the Commission: Learn the steps to get your Notary Commission and get started
with confidence. Notary Essentials: Understand the role and responsibilities of being a Notary Public
and why it matters. Setting Up Your Notary Business: Learn how to organize and structure your
business to maximum efficiency and success. Preparing for the Notary Exam: Get inside tips on how
to study and pass the New York Notary Public Exam. Questions and Answers: Review questions and
answers from previous exams, understand the exam format and get valuable guidance from real-life
experiences. Fees and Income: Understand the basics of your fees and the different ways to
monetize your licensing. Law Notes: Get a general overview of the State laws and regulations that
govern the practice of a Notary. By the time you finish this book, you will be equipped with all the
knowledge and know-how you need to become a successful Notary. So what are you waiting for? Get
Your Copy Today!
  nys notary public exam: Pass the New York Notary Public Exam Second Edition Angelo
Tropea, 2014-05-02 This book prepares you pass the notary public exam and become a more
professional practicing notary public! The following are seven reasons why you should use this book
to prepare for the exam: The author and his team are experts at preparing candidates for civil
service exams, with more than 30 years experience. The book utilizes the flash card method of
subject presentation and studying which has a long history of success. Highlights of the laws which
simplify legal terminology are included. The book also provides edited sections of the laws on the
scope of the notary exam - for a deeper understanding. Quick Questions in flash card format help
you memorize important facts. Multiple Choice Questions help you to connect important aspects of
the law. Two full practice exams help you to further sharpen up for both the format and subject
matter of the notary exam. Prepare for success! Use this book now - and during your notary public
career.
  nys notary public exam: New York Notary Public Exam Speed-Study Guide! Angelo Tropea,
2014-04-24 Ace the New York Notary Public Exam!This book is designed for Speed-Study and



contains what you need to know to ace the New York Notary Public Exam.This speed-guide
includes:1. plain English Highlights of Notary Public Law.2. Many Quick-Questions to reinforce
memory3. Legal terms you need to know4. Links for exam application and Notary Public Law5. Two
full practice tests!Use this book - and prepare for success!
  nys notary public exam: 200 Question Notary Public Exam Prep Traditional & Electronic
NYS Notary Laws Dina Diroma, 2024-04-06 200 Question includes Traditional and Electronic New
York State Notary Laws. Prepare for the New York State Notary Public Exam. Test your knowledge
of legal terms, case scenarios and trick questions. Gain a thorough insight of how New York State
exam questions are worded and the content involved. This is an extremely intense review of your
knowledge to help make test day a breeze. Includes Answer Key in a Multiple Choice format.
  nys notary public exam: New York Notary Public Exam Donald Bond, 2022-05-31 Are you
looking for a practical pocket guide to prepare you for the New York notary exam?Are you looking
for New York notary exam tests with attached solutions explained in detail? If you answered Yes to
any of these questions, this guide is right for you. Many people say that the exam to become a notary
is very difficult and takes years of preparation. I have been there myself, and I will demonstrate the
critical knowledge and essential tricks to pass this test with this book successfully. There is no need
to learn quantities of notions or numbers of laws that you will never use. The goal here is to get you
to the result by aiming straight for the destination with only the essential knowledge. This book
contains: A complete explanation of the figure of the notary public The basic terminology you need
to know The requirements needed to be able to obtain this role The knowledge that the notary must
acquire The key strategies to best prepare for and pass the exam The FAQs in the tests for this
profession 2 tests very similar to those you might find in the exam BONUS: all test solutions are
commented on in detail to take away any doubts you may have. Scroll up and click the Buy Now
button to successfully start your preparation!
  nys notary public exam: Notary Public Exam Prep New York Angelo Tropea, 2020-09-16
NEW! FAST and EASY - Prepare for the New York Notary Exam by using this valuable question and
answer method! This book includes: Easy to understand notes on all sections of law on the scope of
the exam. Questions and answers for each section of the notary public law. Descriptions and
examples of essential legal terms. Hundreds of questions to help you retain facts and concepts.
FOUR FULL practice tests! 100+ BONUS Questions are included. Prepare for success! Use this book
to learn FAST and score HIGH!
  nys notary public exam: New York State Notary Public Prep Test - 1st Edition Dina Diroma,
2021-03 Notary Public Prep Test Includes: 100 Challenging Test Questions & Answers accompanied
by a Complete and thorough Review with Explanations.
  nys notary public exam: Records & Briefs New York State Appellate Division , 1969
  nys notary public exam: New York City Sanitation Worker Exam Review Lewis Morris,
Becoming a Sanitation Worker for The City of New York poses many challenges and offers great
rewards. The DSNY has no age limitation for qualified candidates. The number of candidates taking
the exam has increased dramatically in recent years, reflecting the desirability of the profession. In
order to succeed against this increased competition, the candidate must be prepared to tackle the
unique question types found on the exam. This book contains the most up to date and accurate
information to help you prepare for the 2020 NYC Sanitation Worker Exam. Written using lessons
learned from the last exam, this manual squarely prepares the reader for the question types found
on the upcoming exam.
  nys notary public exam: New York Supreme Court , 1866
  nys notary public exam: New York Notary Public Study Guide with 5 Practice Exams Bolton
Prep, 2024-02-28 New 2024 - 2025 Edition Contains recently added important Electronic
Notarization sections, which is now a large part of the exam! At Bolton Prep, we understand the
challenge of mastering complex notary public laws and legal terminology. That's why we've
transformed these intricate topics into easily digestible summaries. With our guide, you'll swiftly
grasp the entire New York notary public handbook without hours of tedious study. Inside Bolton



Prep's comprehensive study guide, you'll find: - Thorough coverage of New York Notary Public Laws
- Clarity on Legal Terms and Rules - Invaluable Test-taking Tips and Strategies - 5 Full Practice
Tests with Answers - Plus, over 50 Bonus True/False Statements to further enhance your readiness
Whether you're on your journey to becoming a notary public or aiming to renew your certification,
this guide is your roadmap to success. Get ready to conquer the New York Notary Exam with
confidence!
  nys notary public exam: Records and Briefs New York State Appellate Division ,
  nys notary public exam: New York Court of Appeals. Records and Briefs. New York
(State). Court of Appeals., 1949 Volume contains: (Salvatore Tosto v Marra Bros. Inc) (Hollywood
Plays, Inc,et al v Columbia Pictures Corp) (Hollywood Plays, Inc,et al v Columbia Pictures Corp)
(Hollywood Plays, Inc,et al v Columbia Pictures Corp) (Hollywood Plays, Inc,et al v Columbia
Pictures Corp) (Hollywood Plays, Inc,et al v Columbia Pictures Corp) (Hollywood Plays, Inc,et al v
Columbia Pictures Corp) (Homix Products, Inc v Henry Pape, Inc) (Homix Products, Inc v Henry
Pape, Inc) (Homix Products, Inc v Henry Pape, Inc) (Homix Products, Inc v Henry Pape, Inc)
(Florence Horn v Pals & Solow & The State Insurance Fund) (Florence Horn v Pals & Solow & The
State Insurance Fund) (Florence Horn v Pals & Solow & The State Insurance Fund)
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