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Lose Your Mother Saidiya Hartman: Exploring Loss, History, and Identity

lose your mother saidiya hartman is more than just a phrase; it encapsulates a profound journey through loss,
memory, and the haunting legacies of history. Saidiya Hartman’s work, particularly her book *Lose Your
Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic Slave Route*, invites readers into a deeply personal and historical
exploration of the African diaspora and the enduring impact of slavery. If you’re curious about how Hartman
approaches themes of loss—both personal and collective—and the ways in which history shapes identity, this
article will offer insights into her narrative, its significance, and what it means to “lose your mother” in such
a complex context.

Understanding "Lose Your Mother" by Saidiya Hartman

At its core, *Lose Your Mother* is a memoir and historical investigation. Saidiya Hartman retraces the
transatlantic slave trade’s path from Ghana to the Americas, confronting the erasure of African histories and
the scars left by slavery. But the title itself, “lose your mother,” is laden with meaning. It refers not only to
the literal severance from one’s mother due to the slave trade but also to the broader loss of culture,
language, and identity.

The Personal and Historical Intertwined

Hartman’s narrative blurs the lines between personal history and collective memory. Her journey is both an
attempt to uncover her heritage and a meditation on the violence inflicted by slavery. This duality makes *Lose
Your Mother* compelling: it is an intimate story of searching for belonging and a scholarly exploration of
historical trauma.

By weaving personal anecdote with archival research, Hartman challenges readers to consider how the past
continues to shape the present. The loss of a mother here symbolizes the severing of roots, an experience shared
by countless descendants of enslaved Africans.

The Significance of Loss in Hartman’s Work

Loss is a central theme in Saidiya Hartman’s writing, and understanding its layers helps us appreciate the
emotional and intellectual depth of *Lose Your Mother*.

Loss of Family and Connection

The forced separation from mothers, families, and communities during the slave trade is one of history’s most
brutal aspects. Hartman’s reflections highlight how this loss reverberates through generations. The anguish of
losing a mother resonates as a metaphor for the broader disconnection from ancestral lands and cultural
heritage.

Loss of History and Voice

Beyond the familial, Hartman examines the erasure of African histories and identities caused by colonialism and
slavery. The slave trade not only uprooted people but also silenced their stories. *Lose Your Mother* is an



act of reclamation—recovering voices that history sought to bury.

This theme is critical in conversations about postcolonial studies and African diaspora literature, where
recovering lost histories is essential for understanding identity and resistance.

How Saidiya Hartman’s Journey Inspires Contemporary Readers

Reading *Lose Your Mother* offers more than historical knowledge; it invites us to reflect on our own
relationships with loss, memory, and identity.

Engaging with Ancestral Roots

For many readers, especially those connected to the African diaspora, Hartman’s journey can inspire a personal
reckoning with their heritage. It encourages exploring family histories, even when those histories have been
fragmented or obscured by trauma.

Understanding the Legacy of Slavery in Modern Times

Hartman’s work also sheds light on how the past informs present inequalities. The systemic effects of slavery
continue to influence social, economic, and cultural realities. Recognizing this helps foster empathy and a deeper
understanding of ongoing struggles for justice.

Key Themes Explored in Lose Your Mother Saidiya Hartman

Memory and Silence

One of the most poignant themes in Hartman’s narrative is the tension between memory and silence. How do you
remember what was deliberately forgotten or erased? Hartman confronts this question through her
exploration of sites along the slave trade route and through her engagement with oral histories and archival
materials.

The Body as a Site of History

Hartman often references the body as a living archive of trauma and history. The physical and psychological
scars carried by descendants of enslaved people symbolize the enduring impact of violence and displacement.

The Concept of Home and Displacement

The search for “home” is a recurring motif. For Hartman, and many others who have experienced displacement,
home is fragmented or lost. This emotional and geographical dislocation is central to the experience of
diasporic identity.



Tips for Readers Approaching Lose Your Mother by Saidiya Hartman

If you’re planning to dive into *Lose Your Mother*, here are some tips to enrich your reading experience:

1. **Approach with Openness**: Hartman’s writing can be emotionally intense. Be prepared for a narrative
that combines personal reflection with historical critique.
2. **Consider the Historical Context**: Familiarizing yourself with the transatlantic slave trade and
African diaspora history can provide useful background.
3. **Reflect on Your Own History**: Use Hartman’s journey as a springboard to think about your own family
stories and cultural heritage.
4. **Engage with Supplementary Materials**: Explore interviews, lectures, and articles by Hartman to gain
deeper insight into her methodology and themes.
5. **Join Discussions**: Look for book clubs or online forums focused on African diaspora literature to share
and explore different perspectives.

The Impact of Saidiya Hartman’s Work on Literature and
Scholarship

Hartman’s *Lose Your Mother* has had a significant influence on how scholars and readers understand the
legacy of slavery. Her blending of memoir, historical research, and critical theory has opened new pathways in
African American studies and postcolonial literature.

Her work challenges traditional historical narratives by centering the experiences of those who were
marginalized or silenced. In doing so, she broadens the scope of historical inquiry to include emotional and
embodied knowledge.

Reflecting on the Emotional Dimensions of Losing a Mother

While Hartman’s book deals with the historical loss of mothers through slavery, the emotional resonance
extends universally. The figure of the mother often symbolizes safety, nurturing, and identity formation. Losing
a mother—whether literally or symbolically—shakes the foundations of self-understanding.

Hartman’s exploration prompts us to consider how loss shapes identity, resilience, and the human spirit. It
reminds us that history is not just a record of events but a lived experience that affects individuals and
communities deeply.

---

Exploring *lose your mother saidiya hartman* leads us into a rich and challenging narrative about history,
memory, and identity. Saidiya Hartman’s work is a crucial contribution to understanding the complex legacies
of slavery and the ongoing quest for belonging and recognition. Whether you approach her writing as a
student, scholar, or simply a curious reader, you’re likely to come away with a deeper appreciation of how the
past continues to shape who we are today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Saidiya Hartman?

Saidiya Hartman is a renowned scholar and author known for her work in African American studies, history,
and literature, particularly focusing on the experiences of enslaved and marginalized people.



What is 'Lose Your Mother' by Saidiya Hartman about?

'Lose Your Mother' is a book by Saidiya Hartman that explores the history and legacy of the transatlantic
slave trade by tracing her own journey to Ghana, examining the impact of slavery on identity and memory.

Why is 'Lose Your Mother' considered an important work?

The book is important because it combines personal narrative with historical research, providing a poignant and
critical examination of the African diaspora, slavery, and the complexities of returning to ancestral lands.

What themes are explored in 'Lose Your Mother'?

Themes in the book include displacement, memory, identity, the legacy of slavery, and the relationship between
Africans and the African diaspora.

How does Saidiya Hartman approach the topic of slavery in 'Lose Your
Mother'?

Hartman approaches slavery through a blend of historical analysis and personal reflection, highlighting the
emotional and psychological effects of slavery and its enduring consequences.

What is the significance of the title 'Lose Your Mother'?

The title refers to the traumatic loss and disconnection from origins experienced by enslaved Africans,
symbolizing the severing of ties to homeland, family, and identity.

Has 'Lose Your Mother' received critical acclaim?

Yes, 'Lose Your Mother' has been widely praised for its innovative storytelling and insightful critique of
history, contributing significantly to discussions on race, memory, and identity.

Can 'Lose Your Mother' be used in academic settings?

Absolutely, the book is frequently used in university courses related to African American studies, history,
literature, and cultural studies due to its interdisciplinary approach.

Where can I find 'Lose Your Mother' by Saidiya Hartman?

The book is available in most major bookstores, online retailers such as Amazon, and public or university
libraries.

Additional Resources
Lose Your Mother Saidiya Hartman: A Profound Exploration of Displacement and Identity

lose your mother saidiya hartman is more than a phrase; it encapsulates the core themes of Saidiya Hartman’s
critically acclaimed book, *Lose Your Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic Slave Route*. Hartman, a
renowned scholar and writer, embarks on a deeply personal and historical journey that interrogates the
legacies of the transatlantic slave trade. With a professional and investigative approach, this article delves
into the multifaceted aspects of *Lose Your Mother*, highlighting its significance in contemporary discussions
about memory, displacement, and identity.



Understanding the Context of Lose Your Mother Saidiya Hartman

Saidiya Hartman’s *Lose Your Mother* is a hybrid work blending memoir, historical inquiry, and travelogue.
The book follows Hartman’s journey to Ghana, tracing the Atlantic slave route and exploring sites of memory
such as the infamous slave castles. The title itself—the imperative to “lose your mother”—captures the
brutal rupture of familial bonds caused by slavery, but it also gestures toward the complex process of
reclaiming lost histories and identities.

Hartman’s narrative is grounded in rigorous historical research, yet it is deeply subjective. This duality
allows her to explore not only the facts of history but also the emotional and psychological aftermath of
slavery for both descendants and the broader African diaspora.

Historical and Personal Dimensions Intertwined

At the heart of *Lose Your Mother* is a tension between historical documentation and personal memory.
Hartman interrogates how history is recorded and remembered, emphasizing the silences and erasures in dominant
narratives about slavery. Through her travels, she confronts the physical spaces where history unfolded,
such as the Cape Coast Castle, and reflects on their lasting impact.

The personal dimension emerges as Hartman grapples with her own identity as an African American woman
tracing her roots. This journey is not merely geographical but existential, raising questions about what it
means to “lose your mother” in a historical sense and how to reconstruct a fractured lineage.

Critical Analysis of Themes in Lose Your Mother

Several themes permeate *Lose Your Mother*, each contributing to its depth and scholarly importance:

Displacement and Diaspora

Central to Hartman’s work is the theme of displacement. The forced migration of millions through the
transatlantic slave trade created a diaspora characterized by loss and dislocation. Hartman investigates
how this displacement continues to shape identity and memory. Her journey to Ghana symbolizes an attempt to
bridge the gap between Africa and its descendants in the Americas, challenging the notion of irreparable
severance.

Memory and Historical Erasure

Hartman’s narrative critically examines the politics of memory. The book exposes how histories of slavery are
often sanitized or overlooked, leading to collective amnesia. By recounting her experiences and observations,
Hartman contributes to a counternarrative that emphasizes the violence of erasure and the necessity of
remembrance.

Identity and Reclamation

*Lose Your Mother* resonates with readers seeking to understand the complexities of identity formation in the
African diaspora. Hartman’s reflections illustrate how reclaiming history is integral to reclaiming selfhood.
The journey becomes a metaphor for the search for roots and a confrontation with the past’s unresolved



traumas.

The Literary and Scholarly Impact of Lose Your Mother Saidiya
Hartman

From a literary perspective, *Lose Your Mother* stands out for its innovative form and poignant prose.
Hartman’s writing blurs genres, combining academic rigor with evocative storytelling. This approach has
influenced scholars and readers alike, encouraging interdisciplinary explorations of history, memory, and
identity.

In academic circles, the book is often cited for its contributions to African American studies, diaspora studies,
and trauma theory. Hartman’s use of “critical fabulation”—a method that blends archival research with
imaginative reconstruction—offers a new lens for understanding histories that traditional archives
marginalize.

Comparisons to Other Works on Slavery and Diaspora

When compared to other seminal works such as Toni Morrison’s *Beloved* or Paul Gilroy’s *The Black
Atlantic*, *Lose Your Mother* occupies a unique space. Unlike fictional narratives or purely theoretical
texts, Hartman’s book combines personal memoir with historical investigation, providing a tangible connection
to the past.

This hybrid quality makes *Lose Your Mother* accessible to a wider audience, including those interested in
travel writing, history, and cultural studies. It serves as a bridge between academic discourse and public
engagement with the legacy of slavery.

Pros and Cons of Lose Your Mother from a Reader’s Perspective

Pros

Engaging and Thought-Provoking: The blend of personal narrative and historical research makes the book
compelling and reflective.

Innovative Methodology: Hartman’s critical fabulation opens new avenues for historical storytelling.

Deep Emotional Resonance: Readers connect with the human dimension of displacement and loss.

Educational Value: Provides nuanced insights into the transatlantic slave trade and its aftermath.

Cons

Complex Narrative Structure: The nonlinear and hybrid form may challenge readers expecting a
traditional historical account.

Emotional Intensity: The book’s raw engagement with trauma might be difficult for some readers.



Limited Geographic Focus: Concentration on Ghana may leave some readers wanting a broader
exploration of the slave route.

Why Lose Your Mother Saidiya Hartman Remains Relevant Today

In an era marked by global conversations on race, identity, and historical justice, *Lose Your Mother* holds
enduring relevance. Hartman’s work foregrounds the importance of confronting painful histories to understand
present realities. It challenges readers to rethink narratives about ancestry and displacement, encouraging a
more empathetic and critical engagement with the past.

Furthermore, the book’s focus on memory politics resonates with contemporary movements advocating for
reparations and historical reckoning. By illuminating the lived experience of loss and the quest for belonging,
Hartman contributes meaningfully to ongoing dialogues about racial justice and cultural identity.

Ultimately, *Lose Your Mother* by Saidiya Hartman is both an intimate memoir and a scholarly investigation
that enriches our understanding of the African diaspora’s complex legacy. Its nuanced exploration of
displacement, memory, and identity continues to inspire reflection and research, making it a vital work for
readers and academics alike.

Lose Your Mother Saidiya Hartman

  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Lose Your Mother Saidiya Hartman, 2007-01-09 In Lose
Your Mother, Saidiya Hartman journeys along a slave route in Ghana, following the trail of captives
from the hinterland to the Atlantic coast. She retraces the history of the Atlantic slave trade from the
fifteenth to the twentieth century and reckons with the blank slate of her own genealogy. There were
no survivors of Hartman's lineage, nor far-flung relatives in Ghana of whom she had come in search.
She traveled to Ghana in search of strangers. The most universal definition of the slave is a
stranger--torn from kin and country. To lose your mother is to suffer the loss of kin, to forget your
past, and to inhabit the world as a stranger. As both the offspring of slaves and an American in
Africa, Hartman, too, was a stranger. Her reflections on history and memory unfold as an intimate
encounter with places--a holding cell, a slave market, a walled town built to repel slave raiders--and
with people: an Akan prince who granted the Portuguese permission to build the first permanent
trading fort in West Africa; an adolescent boy who was kidnapped while playing; a fourteen-year-old
girl who was murdered aboard a slave ship. Eloquent, thoughtful, and deeply affecting, Lose Your
Mother is a powerful meditation on history, memory, and the Atlantic slave trade.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Unruly Visions Gayatri Gopinath, 2018-10-25 In Unruly
Visions Gayatri Gopinath brings queer studies to bear on investigations of diaspora and visuality,
tracing the interrelation of affect, archive, region, and aesthetics through an examination of a wide
range of contemporary queer visual culture. Spanning film, fine art, poetry, and photography, these
cultural forms—which Gopinath conceptualizes as aesthetic practices of queer diaspora—reveal the
intimacies of seemingly disparate histories of (post)colonial dwelling and displacement and are a
product of diasporic trajectories. Countering standard formulations of diaspora that inevitably
foreground the nation-state, as well as familiar formulations of queerness that ignore regional
gender and sexual formations, she stages unexpected encounters between works by South Asian,
Middle Eastern, African, Australian, and Latinx artists such as Tracey Moffatt, Akram Zaatari, and
Allan deSouza. Gopinath shows how their art functions as regional queer archives that express
alternative understandings of time, space, and relationality. The queer optics produced by these
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visual practices creates South-to-South, region-to-region, and diaspora-to-region cartographies that
profoundly challenge disciplinary and area studies rubrics. Gopinath thereby provides new critical
perspectives on settler colonialism, empire, military occupation, racialization, and diasporic
dislocation as they indelibly mark both bodies and landscapes.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Inside the invisible Celeste-Marie Bernier, Alan Rice,
Lubaina Himid CBE, Hannah Durkin, 2019-11-19 Inside the Invisible investigates the life and works
of Turner Prize-winning Black British artist and curator Lubaina Himid (CBE) to provide the first
study of her lifelong determination to do justice to the hidden histories and untold stories of Black
women, children, and men bought and sold into transatlantic slavery.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Subjects That Matter Namita Goswami, 2019-09-01
Argues for postcoloniality as a model for philosophical practice. In this ambitious book, Namita
Goswami draws on continental philosophy, postcolonial criticism, critical race theory, and African
American and postcolonial feminisms to offer postcoloniality as a model for philosophical practice.
Moving among and between texts, traditions, and frameworks, including the work of Gayatri Spivak,
Theodor Adorno, Barbara Christian, Paul Gilroy, Neil Lazarus, and Hortense Spillers, among others,
she charts a journey that takes us beyond Eurocentrism by understanding postcoloniality as the
pursuit of heterogeneity, that is, of a non-antagonistic understanding of difference. Recognizing that
philosophy, feminism, and postcolonial theory share a common concern with the concept of
heterogeneity, Goswami shows how postcoloniality empowers us to engage more productively the
relationships between these disciplines. Subjects That Matter confronts the ways Eurocentrism, an
identity politics that considers difference as inherently oppositional, relegates minority traditions to
a diagnostic and/or corrective standpoint to prevent their general implications from playing a critical
and transformative role in how we understand subjectivity and agency. Through unexpected, often
surprising, and thought-provoking analytic connections and continuities, this book’s interdisciplinary
approach reveals a postcolonial pluralism that expands philosophical resources, confounds and
limits our habitual disciplinary lexicons, and opens up new areas of inquiry. “This is a
groundbreaking contribution to a number of distinct but intersecting fields.” — Amy Allen, author of
The End of Progress: Decolonizing the Normative Foundations of Critical Theory
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Africa in Stereo Tsitsi Ella Jaji, 2014-01-10 Africa in
Stereo analyzes how Africans have engaged with African American music and its representations in
the long twentieth century (1890-2011) to offer a new cultural history attesting to pan-Africanism's
ongoing and open theoretical potential. Tsitsi Jaji argues that African American popular music
appealed to continental Africans as a unit of cultural prestige, a site of pleasure, and most
importantly, an expressive form already encoded with strategies of creative resistance to racial
hegemony. Ghana, Senegal and South Africa are considered as three distinctive sites where
longstanding pan-African political and cultural affiliations gave expression to transnational black
solidarity. The book shows how such transnational ties fostered what Jaji terms stereomodernism.
Attending to the specificity of various media through which music was transmitted and
interpreted-poetry, novels, films, recordings, festivals, live performances and
websites-stereomodernism accounts for the role of cultural practice in the emergence of solidarity,
tapping music's capacity to refresh our understanding of twentieth-century black transnational ties.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Reclaiming Time Tanya Ann Kennedy, 2023-11-01 The
post-2016 election era in the United States is commonly presumed to be an era of crisis. Reclaiming
Time argues that the narratives used to make this crisis a meaningful national story (e.g., Hillbilly
Elegy, Strangers in Their Own Land) are not only gendered and racialized but also give a thin
account of time, one so superficial as to make the future unimaginable. Examining the work of
feminist theorists, performance artists, writers, and activists—from Octavia Butler and Jesmyn Ward
to the Combahee River Collective and Congresswoman Maxine Waters—Tanya Ann Kennedy shows
how their work disturbs dominant temporal frames; rearticulates the relations between past,
present, and future; and offers models for doing the future as reparation. Reclaiming Time thus
builds on while also critiquing feminist literary critical practices of reparative reading. Kennedy



further aligns the method of reparative reading with the theories and aims of reparative justice,
making the case for more fully engaging with social movement activism.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: The Breaks Julietta Singh, 2021-09-07 A profound
meditation on race, inheritance, and queer mothering at the end of the world. In a letter to her
six-year-old daughter, Julietta Singh ventures toward a tender vision of the future, lifting up
children’s radical embrace of possibility as a model for how we might live. If we wish to survive
looming political and ecological disasters, Singh urges, we must break from the conventions we have
inherited and orient ourselves toward revolutionary paths that might yet set us free. The Breaks is
amazing—I read the whole thing through in one sitting. It’s got the heft and staying power of
Baldwin’s 'A Letter to My Nephew.' —Lauren Berlant, author of Cruel Optimism “If a book can be a
hole cut in the side of an existence in order to escape it, or to find a way through what is otherwise
impassable, then this is that kind of book … How will we live in the new space that we keep making,
through refusal but also adjustment, the necessary accommodations to the ‘nowhere and nothing’
that this space also is? The Breaks leads us through such moments, questions, and scenes, with
tenderness. And deep care.” —Bhanu Kapil, author of How to Wash a Heart “This is a lens-shifting
book, an immeasurable gift. With poignant, aching, beautiful, and deeply loving prose, Singh brings
Brown girls into the sun, and makes you want to change the ways of the world for our young people
and for us all.” —Imani Perry, author of Breathe: A Letter to My Sons “Julietta Singh is exactly the
kind of company I want for the ride, to bear witness to the pains and pleasures of our being here, in
these bodies, in these times.” —Maggie Nelson, author of The Argonauts, on No Archive Will Restore
You
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: The Queer Art of Failure Jack Halberstam, Judith
Halberstam, 2011-09-19 Prominent queer theorist offers a low theory of culture knowledge drawn
from popular texts and films.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: The Black Shoals Tiffany Lethabo King, 2019-09-27 In
The Black Shoals Tiffany Lethabo King uses the shoal—an offshore geologic formation that is neither
land nor sea—as metaphor, mode of critique, and methodology to theorize the encounter between
Black studies and Native studies. King conceptualizes the shoal as a space where Black and Native
literary traditions, politics, theory, critique, and art meet in productive, shifting, and contentious
ways. These interactions, which often foreground Black and Native discourses of conquest and
critiques of humanism, offer alternative insights into understanding how slavery, anti-Blackness, and
Indigenous genocide structure white supremacy. Among texts and topics, King examines
eighteenth-century British mappings of humanness, Nativeness, and Blackness; Black feminist
depictions of Black and Native erotics; Black fungibility as a critique of discourses of labor
exploitation; and Black art that rewrites conceptions of the human. In outlining the convergences
and disjunctions between Black and Native thought and aesthetics, King identifies the potential to
create new epistemologies, lines of critical inquiry, and creative practices.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: White Innocence Gloria Wekker, 2016-04-07 In White
Innocence Gloria Wekker explores a central paradox of Dutch culture: the passionate denial of racial
discrimination and colonial violence coexisting alongside aggressive racism and xenophobia.
Accessing a cultural archive built over 400 years of Dutch colonial rule, Wekker fundamentally
challenges Dutch racial exceptionalism by undermining the dominant narrative of the Netherlands
as a gentle and ethical nation. Wekker analyzes the Dutch media's portrayal of black women and
men, the failure to grasp race in the Dutch academy, contemporary conservative politics (including
gay politicians espousing anti-immigrant rhetoric), and the controversy surrounding the folkloric
character Black Pete, showing how the denial of racism and the expression of innocence safeguards
white privilege. Wekker uncovers the postcolonial legacy of race and its role in shaping the white
Dutch self, presenting the contested, persistent legacy of racism in the country.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: African Hosts & Their Guests W. E. A. van Beek,
Annette M. Schmidt, 2012 Africa is a 'theme park' for Western tourists to experience untouched
wilderness, untamed nature, and truly 'authentic' cultures, where the hosts, too, are part of a



discourse about the 'other' and ourselves, about wildness, danger and roots. Tourism is important
for Africa: international tourist arrivals to Africa continue to grow, income from tourism is crucial to
national economies, and tourism investments are considered among the most profitable. This edited
volumedeals with the interaction of local communities with tourists coming into their areas and
villages. Based upon a common theoretical approach, fourteen cases of African tourism are
discussed which involve direct contact between 'hosts' and 'guests'. The viewpoint throughout is
from the side of the locals, establishing how the processes of interaction shape each small scale
destination. Crucial in Africa is the fact that the large majority of tourism is game oriented and the
interaction between locals and visitors is very much 'tainted' by this fact. Central is the notion of the
tourist bubble - the infrastructure that is generated locally (and internationally) for hosting tourists,
as it is this institutional interface that tends to impact on the local society and culture, not the
tourists themselves directly. The examples come from all over Africa, from the Sahara to the Eastern
Cape, and from Kenyato Ghana. All contributions are based upon original fieldwork. Walter van Beek
is professor of anthropology at Tilburg University and Senior Researcher at the African Studies
Centre, Leiden; Annette Schmidt is curatorof the African department at the National Museum of
Ethnology in Leiden, and is an archaeologist with a long experience in cultural management
projects.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Libidinal Economies of Crisis Times Ben Gook,
2024-10-30 What is a libidinal economy? How are we psychically hooked into the circuits of the
capitalist economy? The contributors to this book question the relevance of a concept that began
reappearing in critiques and analyses of capitalist societies since the financial crisis of 2007. The
chapters stretch from its philosophical pre-history – including Marx, Spinoza, Cavendish and Ibn
Sina – to the term's introduction with Freud and on, via Lyotard, to how online platforms put our
psyches to work. Libidinal Economies of Crisis Times is a collection of essays by leading scholars
about the connections among economies, pleasures, and desires.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Africa and the Diaspora Jamaine M. Abidogun, Sterling
Recker, 2021-05-27 This edited volume presents intersectionality in its various configurations and
interconnections across the African continent and around the world as a concept. These chapters
identify and discuss intersectionalities of identity and their interplay within precolonial, colonial, and
neo-colonial constructs that develop unique and often conflicting interconnections. Scholars in this
book address issues in cultural, feminist, Pan African, and postcolonial studies from interdisciplinary
and traditional disciplines, including the Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. While
Intersectionality as a framework for race, gender, and class is often applied in African-American
studies, there is a dearth of work in its application to Africa and the Diaspora. This book presents a
diverse set of chapters that compare, contrast, and complicate identity constructions within Africa
and the Diaspora utilizing the social sciences, the arts in film and fashion, and political economies to
analyze and highlight often invisible distinctions of African identity and the resulting lived
experiences. These chapters provide a discussion of intersectionality’s role in understanding Africa
and the Diaspora and the intricate interconnections across its people, places, history, present, and
future.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Medicine and Healing in the Age of Slavery Sean Morey
Smith, Christopher Willoughby, 2021-12-08 CONTENTS: Foreword, Vanessa Northington Gamble
“Introduction: Healing and the History of Medicine in the Atlantic World,” Sean Morey Smith and
Christopher D. E. Willoughby “Zemis and Zombies: Amerindian Healing Legacies on Hispaniola,”
Lauren Derby “Poisoned Relations: Medical Choices and Poison Accusations within Enslaved
Communities,” Chelsea Berry “Blood and Hair: Barbers, Sangradores, and the West African
Corporeal Imagination in Salvador da Bahia, 1793–1843,” Mary E. Hicks “Examining Antebellum
Medicine through Haptic Studies,” Deirdre Cooper Owens “Unbelievable Suffering: Rethinking
Feigned Illness in Slavery and the Slave Trade,” Elise A. Mitchell “Medicalizing Manumission:
Slavery, Disability, and Medical Testimony in Late Colonial Colombia,” Brandi M. Waters “A Case
Study in Charleston: Impressions of the Early National Slave Hospital,” Rana A. Hogarth “From Skin



to Blood: Interpreting Racial Immunity to Yellow Fever,” Timothy James Lockley “Black Bodies,
Medical Science, and the Age of Emancipation,” Leslie A. Schwalm “Epilogue: Black Atlantic Healing
in the Wake,” Sharla M. Fett
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Caribbean Literature in Transition, 1800–1920:
Volume 1 Evelyn O'Callaghan, Tim Watson, 2021-01-14 This volume examines what Caribbean
literature looked like before 1920 by surveying the print culture of the period. The emphasis is on
narrative, including an enormous range of genres, in varying venues, and in multiple languages of
the Caribbean. Essays examine lesser-known authors and writing previously marginalized as
nonliterary: popular writing in newspapers and pamphlets; fiction and poetry such as romances,
sentimental novels, and ballads; non-elite memoirs and letters, such as the narratives of the enslaved
or the working classes, especially women. Many contributions are comparative, multilingual, and
regional. Some infer the cultural presence of subaltern groups within the texts of the dominant
classes. Almost all of the chapters move easily between time periods, linking texts, writers, and
literary movements in ways that expand traditional notions of literary influence and canon
formation. Using literary, cultural, and historical analyses, this book provides a complete
re-examination of early Caribbean literature.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Black Patience Julius B. Fleming Jr., 2022-03-29
Honorable Mention, 2024 Callaway Prize for the Best Book on Drama, Theatre, and Performance
Studies (New York University) 2024 College Language Association Book Award Winner 2023 Hooks
National Book Award Winner (Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for Social Change) Honorable Mention,
Association for the Study of the Arts of the Present 2023 Book Prize Honorable Mention, 2023 John
W. Frick Book Award (American Theatre and Drama Society) Finalist, 2022 George Freedley
Memorial Award of the Theatre Library Association. Finalist, Barnard Hewitt Award for Outstanding
Research in Theatre History (ASTR) Finalist, ATHE Outstanding Book Award A bold rethinking of the
Civil Rights Movement through the lens of Black theater “Freedom, Now!” This rallying cry became
the most iconic phrase of the Civil Rights Movement, challenging the persistent command that Black
people wait—in the holds of slave ships and on auction blocks, in segregated bus stops and
schoolyards—for their long-deferred liberation. In Black Patience, Julius B. Fleming Jr. argues that,
during the Civil Rights Movement, Black artists and activists used theater to energize this radical
refusal to wait. Participating in a vibrant culture of embodied political performance that ranged from
marches and sit-ins to jail-ins and speeches, these artists turned to theater to unsettle a violent
racial project that Fleming refers to as “Black patience.” Inviting the likes of James Baldwin,
Lorraine Hansberry, Alice Childress, Douglas Turner Ward, Duke Ellington, and Oscar Brown Jr. to
the stage, Black Patience illuminates how Black artists and activists of the Civil Rights era used
theater to expose, critique, and repurpose structures of white supremacy. In this bold rethinking of
the Civil Rights Movement, Fleming contends that Black theatrical performance was a vital
technology of civil rights activism, and a crucial site of Black artistic and cultural production.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: The Limits of Autobiography Leigh Gilmore,
2023-07-15 In The Limits of Autobiography, Leigh Gilmore analyzes texts that depict trauma by
combining elements of autobiography, fiction, biography, history, and theory in ways that challenge
the constraints of autobiography. Astute and compelling readings of works by Michel Foucault, Louis
Althusser, Dorothy Allison, Mikal Gilmore, Jamaica Kincaid, and Jeanette Winterson explore how
each poses the questions How have I lived? and How will I live? in relation to the social and psychic
forms within which trauma emerges. First published in 2001, this new edition of one of the
foundational texts in trauma studies includes a new preface by the author that assesses the
gravitational pull between life writing and trauma in the twenty-first century, a tension that
continues to produce innovative and artful means of confronting kinship, violence, and
self-representation.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Review of Biblical Literature, 2023 Alicia J. Batten,
2024-01-30 The annual Review of Biblical Literature presents a selection of reviews of the most
recent books in biblical studies and related fields, including topical monographs, multi-author



volumes, reference works, commentaries, and dictionaries. RBL reviews German, French, Italian,
and English books and offers reviews in those languages.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Liner Notes for the Revolution Daphne A. Brooks,
2021-02-23 Winner of the Ralph J. Gleason Music Book Award, Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Winner of
the American Book Award, Before Columbus Foundation Winner of the PEN Oakland–Josephine
Miles Award Winner of the MAAH Stone Book Award A Pitchfork Best Music Book of the Year A
Rolling Stone Best Music Book of the Year “Brooks traces all kinds of lines, finding unexpected
points of connection...inviting voices to talk to one another, seeing what different perspectives can
offer, opening up new ways of looking and listening by tracing lineages and calling for more space.”
—New York Times An award-winning Black feminist music critic takes us on an epic journey through
radical sound from Bessie Smith to Beyoncé. Daphne A. Brooks explores more than a century of
music archives to examine the critics, collectors, and listeners who have determined perceptions of
Black women on stage and in the recording studio. How is it possible, she asks, that iconic artists
such as Aretha Franklin and Beyoncé exist simultaneously at the center and on the fringe of the
culture industry? Liner Notes for the Revolution offers a startling new perspective on these
acclaimed figures—a perspective informed by the overlooked contributions of other Black women
concerned with the work of their musical peers. Zora Neale Hurston appears as a sound archivist
and a performer, Lorraine Hansberry as a queer Black feminist critic of modern culture, and Pauline
Hopkins as America’s first Black female cultural commentator. Brooks tackles the complicated racial
politics of blues music recording, song collecting, and rock and roll criticism. She makes lyrical
forays into the blues pioneers Bessie Smith and Mamie Smith, as well as fans who became critics,
like the record-label entrepreneur and writer Rosetta Reitz. In the twenty-first century, pop
superstar Janelle Monae’s liner notes are recognized for their innovations, while celebrated singers
Cécile McLorin Salvant, Rhiannon Giddens, and Valerie June take their place as cultural historians.
With an innovative perspective on the story of Black women in popular music—and who should
rightly tell it—Liner Notes for the Revolution pioneers a long overdue recognition and celebration of
Black women musicians as radical intellectuals.
  lose your mother saidiya hartman: Hortense J. Spillers Tendayi Sithole, 2024-11-12 This
book aims to show, in unique ways, in keeping with Spillers’s innovative thinking, how not to treat
subject, abject, and insurgent in a typological fashion, or teleology, but to account for ways in which,
in their distinctive forms, also related to one another as they confront and combat
dehumanization.Hortense J. Spillers: Subject, Abject, and Insurgent Black Radical Thought bears
witness to the poetics of black radical thought in this right moment when black thought insists on its
demands to have the world fundamentally changed.
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