how the other half lives

How the Other Half Lives: Exploring Lives Beyond Our Own

how the other half lives is a phrase that invites us to look beyond our immediate surroundings and
experiences to understand the realities faced by those who live differently from us. It’s a concept
that has fascinated thinkers, writers, and social reformers for centuries, urging us to develop
empathy and awareness of the social, economic, and cultural divides that shape human existence.
But what does it really mean to see how the other half lives, and why is this understanding so vital in
today’s interconnected world?

The Origins of “How the Other Half Lives”

The phrase “how the other half lives” was popularized by Jacob Riis, a Danish-American social
reformer and journalist, through his pioneering work in the late 19th century. Riis documented the
harsh living conditions of impoverished New Yorkers in tenement housing, combining photography
and writing to reveal the struggles hidden from the more affluent classes. His work brought public
attention to poverty, overcrowding, and unsanitary conditions, sparking social reforms.

The Impact of Social Documentary

Riis’s approach was groundbreaking because it used visual storytelling to humanize those often
ignored by society. This method set a precedent for future journalists and filmmakers who seek to
expose inequalities and give voice to marginalized communities. Today, documentaries,
photojournalism, and immersive storytelling continue this tradition, helping us understand how the
other half lives in diverse contexts around the globe.

Understanding Social and Economic Divides

To truly grasp how the other half lives, it’s essential to explore the social and economic disparities
that define different groups’ experiences. These disparities manifest in various ways—from income
inequality and housing conditions to education access and healthcare availability.

Income Inequality and Its Effects

Income inequality creates distinct living standards, determining access to basic needs and
opportunities. Those in low-income brackets often struggle with job insecurity, limited healthcare,
and inadequate education, which perpetuate cycles of poverty. Recognizing these challenges helps
us appreciate the resilience and ingenuity of people living under such constraints, while also
highlighting the importance of policies aimed at reducing wealth gaps.



The Role of Housing and Neighborhoods

Where people live dramatically influences how the other half lives. Neighborhoods with limited
resources often face higher crime rates, fewer recreational facilities, and poor infrastructure.
Conversely, affluent areas boast better schools, parks, and healthcare facilities. Urban planning and
affordable housing initiatives play a critical role in bridging these divides and improving quality of
life.

Experiencing Different Cultures and Perspectives

How the other half lives isn’t just about economic status—it also encompasses cultural and lifestyle
differences that enrich our global tapestry. Engaging with diverse communities broadens our
horizons, challenging stereotypes and fostering mutual respect.

The Value of Cross-Cultural Understanding

Immersing oneself in different cultures—whether through travel, literature, or community
engagement—reveals the myriad ways people find joy, cope with hardship, and build meaningful
lives. This cultural empathy is essential for creating inclusive societies where differences are
celebrated rather than feared.

Urban vs. Rural Perspectives

The divide between urban and rural living is another dimension of how the other half lives. Urban
centers often provide more economic opportunities but come with challenges like congestion and
pollution. In contrast, rural areas may offer tranquility and close-knit communities but face issues
such as limited access to healthcare and education. Understanding these contrasts helps us
appreciate the diversity of human experiences.

Why It Matters: The Benefits of Seeing How the Other
Half Lives

Engaging with the realities of others doesn’t just satisfy curiosity—it has profound implications for
personal growth and social progress.

Building Empathy and Compassion

When we understand the struggles and triumphs of different populations, we develop empathy. This
emotional connection motivates us to support equitable policies and community initiatives, fostering



a more just society.

Inspiring Innovation and Solutions

Learning about the challenges faced by others often sparks innovative ideas to address systemic
issues. For example, social entrepreneurs design affordable technologies tailored to underserved
communities, improving lives while creating sustainable businesses.

Encouraging Personal Reflection

Reflecting on how the other half lives encourages humility and gratitude. It reminds us that our
circumstances are often influenced by factors beyond individual control, and that privilege carries
responsibilities.

How to Explore and Understand How the Other Half
Lives

If you're inspired to deepen your understanding, there are practical ways to engage meaningfully
without appropriating or oversimplifying others’ experiences.

Volunteer and Community Involvement

Participating in local outreach programs or volunteering with organizations that serve marginalized
groups provides firsthand insight into their lives. This involvement fosters genuine connections and
helps break down social barriers.

Educate Yourself Through Media and Literature

Books, documentaries, podcasts, and articles offer valuable perspectives on social issues and diverse
cultures. Choose sources that prioritize authentic voices and nuanced storytelling.

Travel with an Open Mind

Traveling beyond tourist hotspots and interacting respectfully with local communities can reveal
different ways of living. Approach these experiences with curiosity and humility, focusing on
learning rather than judging.



Support Advocacy and Policy Change

Advocating for policies that address inequality and promote social justice is a powerful way to
contribute. Stay informed about local and global issues, and consider supporting organizations
working toward systemic change.

Reflections on Bridging the Divide

The phrase how the other half lives invites continual reflection on our place within society’s fabric.
Recognizing the interconnectedness of lives across economic, cultural, and geographic lines
encourages us to dismantle barriers and build bridges. Whether through storytelling, activism, or
personal relationships, exploring how the other half lives enriches our understanding of humanity
and empowers us to create a more equitable world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'How the Other Half Lives' by Jacob
Riis?

The main theme is the harsh living conditions of the poor in New York City during the late 19th
century, highlighting issues like overcrowding, poverty, and unsanitary environments.

Who was Jacob Riis and why did he write 'How the Other Half
Lives'?

Jacob Riis was a journalist and social reformer who wrote 'How the Other Half Lives' to expose the
dire living conditions of the urban poor and to advocate for social reform.

How did 'How the Other Half Lives' impact social reform in the
United States?

'How the Other Half Lives' raised public awareness about poverty and led to significant reforms in
housing, sanitation, and labor laws in New York City and beyond.

What methods did Jacob Riis use to document the conditions
in 'How the Other Half Lives'?

Riis used investigative journalism combined with pioneering flash photography to capture and
document the living conditions of the poor in tenement housing.



Why is 'How the Other Half Lives' still relevant today?

It remains relevant as it sheds light on urban poverty, social inequality, and the importance of
advocacy and reform, issues that continue to persist in many societies.

What role did photography play in ‘How the Other Half Lives'?

Photography was crucial; Riis’s images provided compelling visual evidence of poverty, making the
plight of the poor more tangible and harder for the public to ignore.

Did 'How the Other Half Lives' focus only on New York City?

Yes, the book primarily focused on the slums and tenements of New York City, particularly areas
with large immigrant populations.

What were some criticisms of 'How the Other Half Lives'?

Some critics argue that Riis’s work sometimes portrayed the poor in a stereotypical or paternalistic
manner, and that it reflected the biases of his time.

Additional Resources

How the Other Half Lives: An Investigative Look into Socioeconomic Divides

how the other half lives is a phrase that has transcended its original context to become a profound
inquiry into socioeconomic disparities worldwide. Originating from Jacob Riis’s groundbreaking
1890 work documenting the harsh living conditions in New York City’s tenements, this phrase still
resonates today as societies grapple with economic inequality, housing crises, and social justice.
Understanding how the other half lives involves more than just a glimpse into poverty; it requires a
comprehensive examination of systemic factors, cultural divides, and the human stories behind
statistics.

Historical Context and Modern Relevance

The phrase “how the other half lives” was coined by Jacob Riis, a Danish-American social reformer
and journalist who used pioneering photojournalism to expose the squalid conditions of immigrants
and the urban poor in late 19th century New York. His work not only shocked the middle and upper
classes but also spurred reforms in housing laws and public health. Today, this investigative lens
remains crucial as urban centers worldwide face similar issues, albeit in different forms.

In modern settings, the phrase encapsulates the ongoing gap between affluent populations and
marginalized groups. It prompts questions about access to quality education, healthcare, housing,
and employment opportunities. In many developed countries, urban ghettos, homeless
encampments, and food deserts are contemporary manifestations of the divide Riis once
documented.



Understanding Socioeconomic Disparities Today

Socioeconomic disparity is a multifaceted problem with roots in historical policies, economic shifts,
and cultural dynamics. When exploring how the other half lives, it is essential to consider both
quantitative data and qualitative narratives to grasp the full scope of inequality.

Income Inequality and Its Impact

Income inequality remains one of the most glaring indicators of how the other half lives. According
to the OECD, the income gap between the richest 10% and the poorest 10% in many countries has
widened significantly over the past few decades. This disparity affects access to basic needs and
opportunities:

e Housing: Rising property prices and rental costs have pushed low-income families into
overcrowded or substandard housing conditions.

¢ Education: Wealthier families can afford better schooling options, extracurricular activities,
and college preparation, perpetuating cycles of privilege.

e Healthcare: Disparities in insurance coverage and healthcare access lead to poorer health
outcomes among disadvantaged groups.

The effect of income inequality goes beyond material deprivation, often resulting in social exclusion,
reduced life expectancy, and diminished political influence for the underprivileged.

Urban vs. Rural Living Conditions

Another dimension of how the other half lives can be seen in the contrast between urban and rural
populations. While urban poverty is often characterized by overcrowded housing and limited access
to green spaces, rural poverty frequently involves challenges like geographic isolation, fewer job
opportunities, and inadequate public services.

A 2022 report by the World Bank highlighted that rural residents in many developing countries are
twice as likely to live below the poverty line compared to their urban counterparts. However, urban
poor populations may face harsher environmental conditions, including pollution and higher crime
rates, illustrating that socioeconomic hardship manifests differently across contexts.

The Human Stories Behind the Statistics

Numbers and charts provide a framework for understanding how the other half lives, but the lived
experiences of individuals offer deeper insights. Journalistic investigations, ethnographic studies,



and documentary projects continue to shed light on these personal narratives.

Case Studies of Resilience and Struggle

In cities like Mumbai, Nairobi, and Sao Paulo, sprawling informal settlements reveal both the
severity of poverty and the resilience of communities. Despite lacking formal infrastructure, many
residents create vibrant social networks and informal economies to survive.

Similarly, in Western countries, stories of homelessness expose the fragility of social safety nets.
Investigations reveal that mental health issues, systemic racism, and economic downturns often
intersect to trap individuals in cycles of deprivation. These stories challenge simplistic stereotypes
and highlight the need for nuanced policy approaches.

The Role of Media and Technology

Media has played a pivotal role in bringing attention to how the other half lives. From Riis’s
pioneering photojournalism to today’s digital storytelling platforms, visual and narrative tools help
bridge the empathy gap between social classes.

Social media and mobile technology have also empowered marginalized voices, enabling grassroots
advocacy and community organizing. However, the digital divide remains a barrier, with many in
impoverished areas lacking reliable internet access, thereby limiting their ability to participate fully
in the digital economy and social discourse.

Policy Responses and Social Reform

Addressing how the other half lives requires multifaceted strategies encompassing economic, social,
and political reforms. Governments and NGOs worldwide have implemented various programs aimed
at reducing poverty and enhancing social mobility.

Housing and Urban Development Initiatives

Affordable housing projects, rent control measures, and urban renewal programs are common tools
used to improve living conditions for the economically disadvantaged. For example, cities like Vienna
and Singapore have gained international attention for their extensive public housing systems, which
provide quality, affordable homes to a large portion of the population.

However, such initiatives often face challenges including funding limitations, political opposition,
and unintended consequences like gentrification, which can displace long-term residents.



Education and Workforce Development

Improving access to quality education remains a cornerstone in efforts to narrow socioeconomic
gaps. Scholarship programs, vocational training, and early childhood education initiatives target the
root causes of inequality by equipping individuals with skills necessary for upward mobility.

Additionally, policies promoting minimum wage increases and labor protections aim to ensure that
work provides a living wage, reducing in-work poverty and enhancing economic security.

Healthcare Access and Social Safety Nets

Universal healthcare models and expanded social welfare programs have demonstrated effectiveness
in mitigating the effects of poverty on health outcomes. Countries with comprehensive social safety
nets typically report lower levels of extreme poverty and better overall public health indicators.

Nevertheless, debates around funding, eligibility, and program design continue to shape the
landscape of social protection, reflecting the complex nature of how societies care for their most
vulnerable members.

Reflecting on the Ongoing Divide

Exploring how the other half lives is not merely an academic exercise—it is a call to awareness and
action. While progress has been made since the days of Jacob Riis, economic inequality persists as a
defining challenge of our time. By examining the causes, manifestations, and responses to this
divide, policymakers, activists, and citizens can better address the systemic barriers that keep half
the population marginalized.

Ultimately, understanding how the other half lives involves recognizing the interconnectedness of

economic systems, social structures, and human dignity. It invites a continuous conversation about
fairness, opportunity, and the kind of society we aspire to build.

How The Other Half Lives

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Jacob August Riis, 1918

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Jacob A. Riis, 2011 Jacob Riis's famed
1890 photo-text addressed the problems of tenement housing, immigration, and urban life and work
at the beginning of the Progressive era. David Leviatin edited this complete edition of How the Other
Half Lives to be as faithful to Riis's original text and photography as possible. Uncropped prints of
Riis's original photographs replace the faded halftones and drawings from photographs that were
included in the 1890 edition. Related documents added to the second edition include a stenographic
report of one of Riis's lantern-slide lectures that demonstrates Riis's melodramatic techniques and
the reaction of his audience, and five drawings that reveal the subtle but important ways Riis's
photographs were edited when they were reinterpreted as illustrations in the 1890 edition. The


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-178/how-the-other-half-lives.pdf

book's provocative introduction now addresses Riis's ethnic and racial stereotyping and includes a
map of New York's Lower East Side in the 1890s. A new list of illustrations and expanded
chronology, questions for consideration, and selected bibliography provide additional support.

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Jacob Riis, 2011

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Jacob Riis, Perfect Library, 2015-12-29
How the Other Half Lives from Jacob Riis. Danish-American muckraker journalist, photographer, and
social reformer (1849-1914).

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives: Studies Among the Tenements of New
York Jacob A. Riis, 2019-11-19 Jacob A. Riis' groundbreaking work, 'How the Other Half Lives:
Studies Among the Tenements of New York,' provides a harrowing and eye-opening exploration into
the living conditions of impoverished immigrants in late 19th century New York City. Riis employs a
mix of investigative journalism and photography to vividly depict the squalid tenement buildings and
the struggles faced by those living in them. His writing style is both informative and empathetic,
shedding light on the harsh realities of urban poverty during this time period. This book serves as a
seminal piece of social reform literature, calling attention to the need for improved housing and
living conditions for the underprivileged. Riis' meticulous research and firsthand accounts make this
book a must-read for anyone interested in the history of social welfare and urban development in
America. It is a poignant reminder of the inequalities that plagued society in the past and continue
to be relevant today.

how the other half lives: How The Other Half Lives Jacob August Riis, 2023-07-18 Published in
1890, How the Other Half Lives is a landmark work of photojournalism that exposed the squalid
living conditions of New York City's poorest residents. Through a combination of powerful images
and vivid descriptions, author Jacob Riis documented the disease, crime, and desperation that
characterized life in the city's slums. His book helped to galvanize the reform movement and
sparked public outrage that led to significant improvements in housing and labor conditions. This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives (Illustrated) Jacob Riis, 2019-11-13 AN
HISTORICAL CLASSIC How the Other Half Lives is an overview of the terrible living conditions in
New York City at the end of the 19th century. It is cited as an influence of later muckracking
journalism. DETAILS: Includes the Original Illustrations

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Jacob A. Riss, 2019-05-19 In How the Other
Half Lives, New Yorkers read with horror that three-quarters of the residents of their city were
housed in tenements and that in those tenements rents were substantially higher than in better
sections of the city. In his book Riis gave a full and detailed picture of what life in those slums was
like, how the slums were created, how and why they remained as they were, who was forced to live
there, and offered suggestions for easing the lot of the poor.

how the other half lives: How the other half lives Samuel Burgum, Katie Higgins,
2022-03-22 We are, all of us, intimately familiar with inequalities. Whether finding somewhere to
live, walking in the street, following the news, negotiating international travel, or in our working and
personal lives, subtle and crude hierarchies shape our lived experience. How the other half lives
contributes detailed, multidisciplinary, and qualitative explorations of the everyday social and spatial
realities of inequality, drawing new lines from Manchester to Milan, from Brighton to Bologna.
Uniquely structured as a series of oppositions between peaks and troughs, with each chapter
focusing on a specific subject, including: housing, urban design, place-making, the state, cultures of
inequality, and transnational mobility. This book is a resource to navigate an unequal world, oriented



around three key understandings of inequality as contingent, intersectional, and interrelated. This
book is relevant to United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 10, Reduced inequalities

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Jacob A. Riis, 1981-04 This famous
journalistic record of the filth and degradation of New York's slums at the turn of the century is a
classic in social thought and of early American photography. Over 100& photographs.

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Studies Among the Tenements of
New York Jacob A. Riis, 2022-05-10 How the Other Half Lives: Studies among the Tenements of
New York explained the living conditions in New York slums as well as the sweatshops in some
tenements, which paid workers only a few cents per day. The book explains the plight of working
children; they would work in factories and at other jobs.

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Jacob A. Riis, 2018-01-04 How The Other
Half Lives

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives, New York (Annotated) Jacob a Riis,
2020-06-30 Differentiated book- It has a historical context with research of the time-The purpose of
realizing this historical context is to approach the understanding of a historical epoch from the
elements provided by the text. Hence the importance of placing the document in context. It is
necessary to unravel what its author or authors have said, how it has been said, when, why and
where, always relating it to its historical moment.How the Other Half Lives: Studies Between New
York's Neighborhood Houses (Original title in English How the Other Half Lives: Studies Among the
Tenements of New York) was one of the pioneering works of photojournalism by Jacob Riis in 1888.
The Originally illustrated with halftones and engravings based on his photographs, the book
denounces the living conditions in the working-class neighborhoods of New York City in the 1980s; it
was a model of the way in which journalism and, in particular, photo journalism, could echo marginal
situations that occurred in the middle and upper classes of a society.During the 80s of that century,
the city's middle and upper classes ignored the difficult and dangerous conditions of marginalization
of poor immigrants.

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Laughs Jean Lee Cole, 2020-01-27 2021
Honorable Mention Recipient of the Charles Hatfield Book Prize from the Comics Studies Society
Taking up the role of laughter in society, How the Other Half Laughs: The Comic Sensibility in
American Culture, 1895-1920 examines an era in which the US population was becoming
increasingly multiethnic and multiracial. Comic artists and writers, hoping to create works that
would appeal to a diverse audience, had to formulate a method for making the “other half” laugh. In
magazine fiction, vaudeville, and the comic strip, the oppressive conditions of the poor and the
marginalized were portrayed unflinchingly, yet with a distinctly comic sensibility that grew out of
caricature and ethnic humor. Author Jean Lee Cole analyzes Progressive Era popular culture,
providing a critical angle to approach visual and literary humor about ethnicity—how avenues of
comedy serve as expressions of solidarity, commiseration, and empowerment. Cole’s argument
centers on the comic sensibility, which she defines as a performative act that fosters feelings of
solidarity and community among the marginalized. Cole stresses the connections between the
worlds of art, journalism, and literature and the people who produced them—including George
Herriman, R. F. Outcault, Rudolph Dirks, Jimmy Swinnerton, George Luks, and William
Glackens—and traces the form’s emergence in the pages of Joseph Pulitzer’'s New York World and
William Randolph Hearst’s Journal-American and how it influenced popular fiction, illustration, and
art. How the Other Half Laughs restores the newspaper comic strip to its rightful place as a
transformative element of American culture at the turn into the twentieth century.

how the other half lives: HOW THE OTHER HALF LIVES JACOB A. RIIS, 2018

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives , Presents the full text, in HTML format,
of the book How the Other Half Lives: Studies Among the Tenements of New York, written by Jacob
A. Riis and published in 1890. Notes that the book is presented with illustrations from the original
print edition. Offers access to each chapter of the book via hypertext links.

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives; Studies Among the Tenements of




New York, by Jacob A. Riis; With Illustrations Chiefly from Photographs Taken by the
Author. Jacob A. Riis, 2006-09-01

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Jacob A. Jacob A. Riis, 2021-03-12 Jacob
A. RiisDuring the 1980s, the city's middle and upper classes were unaware of the difficult and
dangerous conditions of marginalization of poor immigrants. Jacob Riis, himself an immigrant who
was initially unable to find employment, hoped to expose the misery of the lower Manhattan
neighborhoods. After a successful career as a police reporter, he decided to publish this photo
documentary on this social reality using graphic descriptions, sketches, photographs and statistics.
Riis criticized the apathy of those who, having money to improve conditions in the suburbs of New
York, did nothing and the lack of awareness of ordinary people who did not undertake any initiative
to solve the problem.The book not only examines the living conditions of the suburbs of New York,
but also points out the labor exploitation to which the working poor are subjected. It also denounces
the problem of child workers in sweatshops. Some children work in textile companies and as press
spokespersons. In conclusion, Riis gives an idea of the life of the less fortunate in the New York of
his time.

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives Jacob Riis, 2017-06-15 Originally published
in 1890, How the Other Half Lives: Studies among the Tenements of New York is an early
publication of photojournalism by Jacob Riis, documenting squalid living conditions in New York City
slums in the 1880s. It served as a basis for future muckraking journalism by exposing the slums to
New York City's upper and middle classes. This work inspired many reforms of working-class
housing, both immediately after publication as well as making a lasting impact in today's society.
Table of Contents PREFACE. INTRODUCTION. CHAPTER 1. GENESIS OF THE TENEMENT.
CHAPTER II. THE AWAKENING. CHAPTER III. THE MIXED CROWD. CHAPTER IV. THE DOWN
TOWN BACK-ALLEYS. CHAPTER V. THE ITALIAN IN NEW YORK. CHAPTER VI. THE BEND.
CHAPTER VII. A RAID ON THE STALE-BEER DIVES. CHAPTER VIII. THE CHEAP
LODGING-HOUSES. CHAPTER IX. CHINATOWN. CHAPTER X. JEWTOWN. CHAPTER XI. THE
SWEATERS OF JEWTOWN. CHAPTER XII. THE BOHEMIANS-TENEMENT-HOUSE CIGARMAKING.
CHAPTER XIII. THE COLOR LINE IN NEW YORK. CHAPTER XIV. THE COMMON HERD. CHAPTER
XV. THE PROBLEM OF THE CHILDREN. CHAPTER XVI. WAIFS OF THE CITY'S SLUMS. CHAPTER
XVII. THE STREET ARAB. CHAPTER XVIII. THE REIGN OF RUM. CHAPTER XIX. THE HARVEST OF
TARES. CHAPTER XX. THE WORKING GIRLS OF NEW YORK. CHAPTER XXI. PAUPERISM IN THE
TENEMENTS. CHAPTER XXII. THE WRECKS AND THE WASTE. CHAPTER XXIII. THE MAN WITH
THE KNIFE. CHAPTER XXIV. WHAT HAS BEEN DONE. CHAPTER XXV. HOW THE CASE STANDS.
APPENDIX. STATISTICS BEARING ON THE TENEMENT PROBLEM. Footnotes

how the other half lives: How the Other Half Lives (Annotated) Jacob A. Riis, 2018-02-18
This is an annotated version of the book1. contains an updated biography of the author at the end of
the book for a better understanding of the text.2. This book has been checked and corrected for
spelling errorsLong ago it was said that one half of the world does not know how theother half lives.
That was true then. It did not know because it didnot care. The half that was on top cared little for
the struggles,and less for the fate of those who were underneath, so long as it wasable to hold them
there and keep its own seat. There came a time whenthe discomfort and crowding below were so
great, and the consequentupheavals so violent, that it was no longer an easy thing to do, andthen the
upper half fell to inquiring what was the matter. Informationon the subject has been accumulating
rapidly since, and the whole worldhas had its hands full answering for its old ignorance.In New York,
the youngest of the world's great cities, that time camelater than elsewhere, because the crowding
had not been so great. Therewere those who believed that it would never come; but their hopes
werevain. Greed and reckless selfishness wrought like results here as inthe cities of older lands.
When the great riot occurred in 1863, soreads the testimony of the Secretary of the Prison
Association of NewYork before a legislative committee appointed to investigate causesof the
increase of crime in the State twenty-five years ago, everyhiding-place and nursery of crime
discovered itself by immediate andactive participation in the operations of the mob. Those very



placesand domiciles, and all that are like them, are to-day nurseries ofcrime, and of the vices and
disorderly courses which lead to crime.By far the largest part--eighty per cent. at least--of crimes
againstproperty and against the person are perpetrated by individuals whohave either lost
connection with home life, or never had any, or whose homes had ceased to be sufficiently separate,
decent, and desirable toafford what are regarded as ordinary wholesome influences of home
andfamily .... The younger criminals seem to come almost exclusively fromthe worst tenement house
districts, that is, when traced back to thevery places where they had their homes in the city here. Of
one thingNew York made sure at that early stage of the inquiry: the boundaryline of the Other Half
lies through the tenements.It is ten years and over, now, since that line divided New
York'spopulation evenly. To-day three-fourths of its people live in thetenements, and the nineteenth
century drift of the population to thecities is sending ever-increasing multitudes to crowd them. The
fifteenthousand tenant houses that were the despair of the sanitarian in thepast generation have
swelled into thirty-seven thousand, and more thantwelve hundred thousand persons call them home.
The one way out hesaw--rapid transit to the suburbs--has brought no relief. We know nowthat there
is no way out; that the system that was the evil offspringof public neglect and private greed has
come to stay, a storm-centreforever of our civilization. Nothing is left but to make the best of abad
bargain.What the tenements are and how they grow to what they are, we shallsee hereafter. The
story is dark enough, drawn from the plain publicrecords, to send a chill to any heart. If it shall
appear that thesufferings and the sins of the other half, and the evil theybreed, are but as a just
punishment upon the community that gave itno other choice, it will be because that is the truth. The
boundaryline lies there because, while the forces for good on one side vastlyoutweigh the bad--it
were not well otherwise--in the tenements allthe influences make for evil; because they are the
hot-beds of theepidemics that carry death to rich and poor alike; the nurseries ofpauperism and
crime that fill our jails and police courts;
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