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history of the international hotel in las vegas is a fascinating journey through one of the city’s
most iconic landmarks. Today known as the Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino, the International
Hotel was once the largest hotel in the world and played a crucial role in shaping the entertainment
and hospitality scene on the Las Vegas Strip. Its story is not just about bricks and mortar but about
the evolution of Las Vegas itself—from a desert gambling town to a global entertainment capital.

The Birth of a Vegas Giant

The International Hotel first opened its doors in July 1969, at a time when Las Vegas was rapidly
expanding but had yet to reach the massive scale we see today. Developed by Kirk Kerkorian, a
visionary businessman who already owned the famous MGM Grand Hotel, the International Hotel
was built to compete with the big names on the Strip. It was a colossal project, boasting over 1,500
rooms initially, making it the largest hotel in the world at that time.

Design and Vision

The International Hotel was designed with grandeur in mind. Its modernist architecture and
sprawling layout reflected the optimism and ambition of Las Vegas in the late 1960s. One of the key
features was its enormous showroom, which was intended to attract top entertainers and large
audiences. The hotel’s design was not just about luxury accommodations but also about creating a
hub for world-class entertainment, a vision that would soon be realized.

Entertainment Milestones

The history of the International Hotel in Las Vegas is deeply intertwined with the rise of legendary
performers who helped cement Las Vegas as the entertainment capital of the world. Perhaps the
most famous moment in the hotel’s history came in 1969 when Elvis Presley signed a
groundbreaking contract to perform there.

Elvis Presley’s Residency

Elvis’s debut at the International Hotel in July 1969 was a pivotal event in both his career and the
hotel’s reputation. His sold-out shows drew massive crowds and put the hotel on the map as the
place to see live entertainment. The residency lasted for several years, during which Elvis performed
hundreds of shows, solidifying Las Vegas as a prime destination for major entertainers. This
residency is often credited with starting the trend of long-term performer engagements in Vegas
hotels.



Other Legendary Performers

Following Elvis’s success, the International Hotel became a magnet for other notable names. Frank
Sinatra, Barbra Streisand, and Liberace all graced its stages, contributing to its reputation as a
premier entertainment venue. The hotel’s showroom could hold thousands of fans, making it a
coveted venue for artists seeking to reach large audiences in an intimate setting.

The Evolution of the Hotel

As time passed, the International Hotel underwent several expansions and renovations to keep up
with the growing demand and changing tastes of visitors. By the mid-1970s, the hotel had doubled
its room capacity, adding a towering new wing that dramatically altered the Las Vegas skyline.

Rebranding and Ownership Changes

In 1971, just two years after opening, the International Hotel was renamed the Las Vegas Hilton
after Hilton Hotels purchased the property. This change marked a new chapter in the hotel’s history,
as it became part of one of the largest hotel chains in the world. Under the Hilton brand, the hotel
continued to expand and modernize, adding amenities like a convention center and a large casino
floor, catering to both tourists and business travelers.

Technological and Cultural Shifts

The decades that followed saw the Las Vegas Hilton adapt to new trends in hospitality and
technology. The rise of mega-resorts in the 1990s presented stiff competition, but the Hilton
remained a staple thanks to its prime location and rich history. It embraced innovations such as
enhanced gaming options, updated entertainment technology, and expanded dining choices to
attract a diverse clientele.

The International Hotel’s Role in Las Vegas’
Development

The history of the international hotel in las vegas is more than just a story about a building; it
reflects the broader development of the city as a premier tourist destination. The hotel’s success
demonstrated the viability of large-scale resorts that combined gaming, entertainment, and luxury
accommodations under one roof—a model that many other properties would emulate.

Impact on the Las Vegas Strip



Situated at the north end of the Strip, the International Hotel helped extend the reach of Las Vegas
beyond its traditional center. Its massive size and high-profile entertainment offerings attracted
visitors who might have otherwise stayed downtown, encouraging further development along the
Strip. This helped pave the way for the explosive growth of Las Vegas as a whole.

Legacy in Entertainment and Hospitality

Many of the practices pioneered at the International Hotel—long performer residencies, large-scale
showroom productions, and integrated resort experiences—are now standard in Las Vegas and
around the world. The hotel’s success proved that Las Vegas could be more than just a gambling
town; it was a place where entertainment and luxury hospitality could thrive together.

Recent Years and Modern Status

Today, the hotel operates as the Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino, retaining much of its original
charm while integrating modern features. Although newer mega-resorts have surpassed it in size
and extravagance, the Westgate still honors its storied past, often hosting events and exhibits that
celebrate its entertainment legacy.

Preserving the Past

The Westgate maintains a strong connection to its heritage, particularly its association with Elvis
Presley. Fans can visit exhibits dedicated to the King of Rock ’n’ Roll, and the hotel occasionally
hosts tribute shows and special events that hark back to the glory days of the International Hotel.

Adapting to Today’s Market

While many Las Vegas resorts focus on ultra-modern aesthetics and flashy attractions, the Westgate
leverages its history as a unique selling point. It appeals to visitors who appreciate a blend of classic
Vegas ambiance and contemporary amenities, including a large casino, multiple dining options, and
a convention center.

What Makes the History of the International Hotel in
Las Vegas So Compelling?

Understanding the history of the international hotel in las vegas offers insights into the
transformation of a city and an industry. It’s a story of ambition, entertainment innovation, and
resilience in a competitive market. The hotel’s role in launching the era of superstar residencies, its
influence on resort design, and its ability to evolve with changing times all contribute to its lasting
significance.



For those interested in Las Vegas history, the International Hotel represents a landmark moment
when the city began to define itself as a place of grand spectacle and unforgettable experiences.
Whether you’re a history buff, a fan of classic Vegas entertainment, or simply curious about how one
hotel helped shape an entire city, the story of the International Hotel is a captivating chapter in the
Las Vegas saga.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the International Hotel in Las Vegas originally
opened?
The International Hotel in Las Vegas originally opened on July 2, 1969.

Who was the original owner of the International Hotel in Las
Vegas?
The International Hotel was originally owned by Kirk Kerkorian, a prominent Las Vegas real estate
developer.

What was significant about the International Hotel's opening
in Las Vegas?
At the time of its opening, the International Hotel was the largest hotel in the world and featured a
massive showroom that attracted top entertainers.

Which famous entertainer had a landmark residency at the
International Hotel?
Elvis Presley had a landmark residency at the International Hotel, performing there from 1969 to
1976.

What was the International Hotel renamed to in the 1980s?
In 1981, the International Hotel was renamed the Las Vegas Hilton.

What role did the International Hotel play in Las Vegas
entertainment history?
The International Hotel helped establish Las Vegas as a premier entertainment destination by
hosting legendary performers and large-scale shows.

How did the International Hotel contribute to Las Vegas



tourism?
By offering luxury accommodations and world-class entertainment, the International Hotel attracted
millions of tourists and helped boost the city's economy.

What eventually happened to the International Hotel building?
The International Hotel building was rebranded several times, becoming the Las Vegas Hilton, then
the LVH, and was eventually sold and demolished in 2018 to make way for new developments.

Are there any notable events associated with the International
Hotel in Las Vegas?
Yes, the International Hotel was the site of Elvis Presley's iconic performances and also hosted the
first World Series of Poker tournaments in the 1970s.

Additional Resources
History of the International Hotel in Las Vegas: A Chronicle of Transformation and Impact

history of the international hotel in las vegas traces the evolution of one of the most iconic
establishments on the Las Vegas Strip. Known initially as a symbol of mid-20th century luxury and
entertainment innovation, the International Hotel played a pivotal role in shaping the city’s
hospitality and casino industry. Its story is not only a reflection of Las Vegas's rapid growth but also
a testament to changing trends in entertainment, architecture, and tourism.

The Genesis of the International Hotel

The International Hotel opened its doors in 1969, a period marked by booming tourism and an
expanding casino culture in Las Vegas. Conceived by entrepreneur Kirk Kerkorian, the hotel was
designed to cater to a growing clientele seeking a blend of luxury accommodations and high-profile
entertainment. At the time of its inauguration, the International Hotel was the largest hotel in the
world, boasting over 1,500 rooms and a capacity to host thousands of guests simultaneously.

The design philosophy behind the International Hotel was groundbreaking. Unlike earlier casinos
that often had a more compact layout, the International featured a sprawling complex with a
modernist architectural style. Its towering presence and lavish interiors set new standards for
comfort and grandeur, symbolizing a shift towards mega-resorts on the Strip.

Entertainment and Cultural Significance



Elvis Presley’s Residency and Star Power

One of the most defining chapters in the history of the International Hotel in Las Vegas was the
residency of Elvis Presley. In 1969, Presley’s performances at the hotel marked his return to live
concerts after years focused on film. These shows were not only commercially successful but also
culturally significant, helping to cement Las Vegas’s reputation as the premier entertainment
capital.

Elvis’s residency attracted massive crowds and media attention, contributing to a broader trend of
celebrity-driven entertainment in the city. The International Hotel became synonymous with high-
profile performances and helped pave the way for other entertainers to establish long-term shows, a
model that remains prevalent in Las Vegas today.

Other Entertainment Milestones

Beyond Elvis, the International Hotel hosted a variety of renowned performers and events. Its
showroom was a sought-after venue for entertainers across genres, from pop and rock to comedy
and magic. This diverse programming helped the hotel maintain a competitive edge in the
increasingly saturated market of Las Vegas resorts.

Architectural and Operational Innovations

The International Hotel’s scale necessitated several logistical and architectural innovations. Its vast
room inventory was supported by advanced infrastructure for the time, including state-of-the-art
elevators, centralized air conditioning, and extensive security measures. These features contributed
to a seamless guest experience, setting new benchmarks in hotel operations.

Moreover, the hotel pioneered integrated resort concepts, combining gaming, lodging, dining, and
entertainment within a single complex. This approach enhanced guest retention and revenue
streams, influencing subsequent hotel developments in the city.

Expansion and Renovations

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, the International Hotel underwent multiple expansions and
renovations to keep pace with evolving consumer expectations and competitive pressures. These
included adding new towers, upgrading casino floors, and enhancing amenities such as swimming
pools and restaurants.

The hotel’s ability to adapt was crucial in maintaining its status amid the rapid proliferation of
themed resorts and mega-casinos later dominating the Strip. However, this also meant balancing
modernization with preserving the brand identity that had initially attracted guests.



Transition and Rebranding

In the late 1980s, the International Hotel underwent a significant transformation. It was rebranded
as the Las Vegas Hilton, reflecting changes in ownership and strategic repositioning. This
rebranding marked a new era, with a renewed focus on luxury and diversification of entertainment
options.

The Las Vegas Hilton continued to host major events, including boxing matches and conventions,
further cementing its role as a multifaceted venue. Nevertheless, the legacy of the International
Hotel remained embedded in the cultural memory of Las Vegas as a pioneering establishment.

Comparisons with Contemporary Resorts

When compared with its contemporaries, the International Hotel stood out for its sheer size and
entertainment offerings. While other casinos like Caesars Palace and The Mirage focused on
thematic experiences, the International emphasized scale and star-studded performances. This
contrast highlighted different strategic approaches within the competitive landscape of Las Vegas
hospitality.

Legacy and Influence on Modern Las Vegas

The history of the International Hotel in Las Vegas is integral to understanding the city’s
transformation from a gambling hub to a global entertainment destination. Its innovations in hotel
management, entertainment residencies, and integrated resort design have influenced countless
developments along the Strip.

Today, while the original International Hotel no longer exists under that name, its spirit endures in
the continued emphasis on large-scale productions and luxury accommodations. The hotel’s
pioneering efforts also contributed to shaping Las Vegas’s reputation as a city where innovation in
hospitality and entertainment converge.

Impact on Tourism and Economy

The International Hotel’s success helped drive tourism growth during its operational peak. By
attracting international visitors and high-profile events, it contributed significantly to the local
economy. The model it established for combining lodging, gaming, and entertainment became a
blueprint for sustainable revenue generation in the Las Vegas market.

Challenges and Decline

Despite its early prominence, the International Hotel faced challenges in later decades, including
intensified competition and changing consumer preferences. The rise of newer mega-resorts with



themed experiences and cutting-edge amenities gradually overshadowed the more traditional
approach of the International.

Operational costs, market saturation, and shifts in entertainment trends pressured the hotel to
continuously reinvent itself, culminating in rebranding and eventual redevelopment efforts in the
21st century.

Conclusion: A Pillar of Las Vegas History

Exploring the history of the International Hotel in Las Vegas reveals more than just the timeline of a
building—it uncovers a narrative about innovation, cultural shifts, and the evolution of one of the
world’s most dynamic cities. The hotel’s early ambition and later transformations mirror the broader
trajectory of Las Vegas itself, from a modest gambling town to a sprawling entertainment
metropolis.

As Las Vegas continues to evolve, the legacy of the International Hotel remains a touchstone for
industry professionals, historians, and visitors alike, illustrating the enduring impact of visionary
hospitality and entertainment ventures on the city’s identity.

History Of The International Hotel In Las Vegas

  history of the international hotel in las vegas: A Short History of Las Vegas Barbara
Land, Myrick Land, 2004-03-01 Today’s Las Vegas welcomes 35 million visitors a year and reigns as
the world’s premier gaming mecca. But it is much more than a gambling paradise. In A Short
History of Las Vegas, Barbara and Myrick Land reveal a fascinating history beyond the mobsters,
casinos, and showgirls. The authors present a complete story, beginning with southern Nevada’s
indigenous peoples and the earliest explorers to the first pioneers to settle in the area; from the
importance of the railroad and the construction of Hoover Dam to the arrival of the Mob after World
War II; from the first isolated resorts to appear in the dusty desert to the upscale, extravagant theme
resorts of today. Las Vegas—and its history—is full of surprises. The second edition of this lively
history includes details of the latest developments and describes the growing anticipation
surrounding the Las Vegas centennial celebration in 2005. New chapters focus on the recent
implosions of famous old structures and the construction of glamorous new developments,
headline-making mergers and multibillion-dollar deals involving famous Strip properties, and a
concluding look at what life is like for the nearly two million residents who call Las Vegas home.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Explorer's Guide Las Vegas: A Great
Destination Crystal Wood, Leah Koepp, 2011-09-14 Where can you see the Eiffel Tower, Caesar's
centurions, the Sphinx, and an active volcano all on the same boulevard? Las Vegas, of course! This
iconic city attracts more than 40 million visitors each year, and this definitive guide covers every
aspect of its appeal. With a checkered history and a passion for fun, Las Vegas changes more rapidly
than any other city in the United States, and it draws business and pleasure travelers from all over
the world, offering them every luxury and amusement imaginable. The authors, longtime Las Vegas
residents, strive to make sure every visitor has the vacation experience he or she is looking for. In
their comprehensive guide you’ll get the insider’s scoop on the best restaurants and clubs; what to
see and do both on and off the Strip; an overview of popular shows along with tips on booking
tickets; and valuable info on the area’s many outdoor recreation options.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-178/history-of-the-international-hotel-in-las-vegas.pdf


  history of the international hotel in las vegas: 50 of the Best Las Vegas Hotels of 2024
Dan Willsingtone, 2024-01-22 Embark on an unparalleled journey through the shimmering heart of
the desert with Luxury Oasis: Unveiling the Best Las Vegas Hotels of 2024. This captivating guide
invites you to discover the epitome of opulence, extravagance, and world-class hospitality that
defines the finest hotels in the entertainment capital of the world. In this meticulously researched
book, we explore the crests of modern luxury, where the dazzling lights of the Las Vegas Strip meet
architectural marvels and unparalleled service. From the iconic Bellagio, where the dancing
fountains mesmerize visitors, to the sophisticated Aria Resort & Casino, each chapter delves into the
unique features that set these establishments apart. Get ready to explore the palatial suites,
cutting-edge amenities, and gourmet dining experiences that define the Las Vegas hospitality scene
in 2024. Whether you're seeking the timeless elegance of Caesars Palace, the contemporary allure of
The Cosmopolitan, or the Venetian's meticulous recreation of Venetian charm, this book is your
passport to the most luxurious accommodations in the city. Uncover the secrets behind the allure of
these magnificent establishments, from the exclusive offerings of the Wynn Las Vegas to the
trendsetting design of the Park MGM. Each hotel is a destination in itself, offering a fusion of
entertainment, fine dining, and unparalleled service that elevates the Las Vegas experience to new
heights. In addition to unveiling the grandeur of these hotels, the book provides insights into their
cultural impact, sustainability initiatives, and contributions to the ever-evolving landscape of the Las
Vegas hospitality industry. Discover the stories behind the facades, from the iconic Welcome to
Fabulous Las Vegas sign to the meticulously designed interiors that transport guests into worlds of
luxury and fantasy. Whether you're a seasoned traveler planning your next visit to Las Vegas or an
armchair explorer dreaming of the city's glamour, Luxury Oasis is your comprehensive guide to the
best hotels in 2024. Immerse yourself in the vivid descriptions, stunning visuals, and expert insights
that bring each hotel to life, showcasing the epitome of luxury that awaits you on the legendary Las
Vegas Strip. Luxury Oasis is not just a guidebook; it's an invitation to experience the height of
sophistication, hospitality, and indulgence. Join us on this enchanting journey through the Best Las
Vegas Hotels of 2024, where every page unfolds a new chapter in the story of luxury in the desert
oasis.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Summary of Hourly History's Elvis
Presley Everest Media,, 2022-07-30T23:00:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the
original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 Elvis Presley, the man who would be known as the King of
Rock and Roll, was born a relative pauper in Tupelo, Mississippi, on January 8, 1935. His mother
Gladys was unable to bear any more children after the complications of the twin delivery, and so
Elvis was left as an only child. #2 Elvis’s mother enlisted the new pastor in town, Frank Smith, to
give Elvis some basic guitar lessons. But the tenacious Elvis wasn’t going to sit around and wait for
someone to teach him, he was already learning on his own. He had acquired a book on finger charts
and guitar chords, and he had studied them extensively.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Suburban Xanadu David G. Schwartz, 2003
Institution. Remarkably detailed and entertaining, Suburban Xanadu tells us a great deal about
popular leisure in America, and why the suburban ideal has become so dominant in our social life.
Book jacket.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Paul S. Endy Jr. Las Vegas Casino Gaming
Legend Eric P. Endy MBA, 2022-07-14 There isn’t a person who had anything to do with the gaming
industry in Las Vegas—or the world for that matter—that doesn’t recognize the company name of
Paul-Son Dice. But how many know the name of the man behind Paul-Son, Paul S. Endy Jr.? He was
known by many names, including Mr. Paulson, the old man, a mover and a shaker, a bull in a china
shop, and Mr. Endy. But to me he was known as my father, and I would like to share the story of his
life and the legacy to the gaming industry he left behind. Dear Eric, I went to work at the El Cortez
in 1965. By 1967, I became the Casino Manager and started doing business with your dad. I became
his oldest and largest customer. Over the years, through several more hotels, I gave Paul-Son Dice
and Cards over 90% of my business --- gaming tables, dice, chips, etc. Your father was a true pioneer



in the gaming supply business. He, myself and my father, Jackie Gaughan, are all in the Gambling
Hall of Fame. Your brother, Tom, and I were close friends and my son, John, worked one summer for
your company. Eric, best of luck on this endeavor. I am sure if your father were still alive today, he
would be proud of you. Michael Gaughan South Point Hotel Dear Eric, As a Las Vegas resident since
1964 and Mayor for 12 years, I had the pleasure of knowing your father Paul Endy Jr. both
personally and professionally. I remember having breakfast with him and the other “movers and
shakers” at Papa Gars which was right around the corner and across the railroad tracks from
Paul-Son Dice and Card Company. Your dad reminded me of a “Bull in a China Shop” and was able
to get things done today, not yesterday and sealed with a handshake. I consider him as a gaming
legend and one of the “good old boys” whose fundraising efforts for both UNLV baseball and
Westcare were commendable. Thank You for continuing his gaming legacy. Mayor Oscar Goodman
Mayor of Las Vegas from 1999-2011 Eric, Your Dad was a real Casino Gaming Legend and a great
human being! I remember when your father was inducted into the gaming Hall of Fame in 1996, an
honor very well deserved. I will always cherish the time your Dad and I spent together and the
commitment we both had to fundraising for charitable causes. I am so proud that you are continuing
his legacy by writing his biography. Wayne Newton Mr. Las Vegas
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Fodor's 25 Best Las Vegas Jackie Staddon,
Hilary Weston, 2012-03-06 Top25 Must-See Sights Best bets for dining, lodging, sightseeing. Plus a
full-color pullout map. Everything you need to experience Las Vegas. • Top lodging and dining picks
for every budget • The hottest hotel-casinos all along the Strip • Sophisticated bistros, celebrity-chef
outposts, steakhouses, and buffets • Dazzling shows, live comedy, lounges, and trendy dance clubs •
Glam resort boutiques, outlet malls, must-have kitschy souvenirs • Kid-friendly attractions, from
Shark Reef to King Tut's Tomb • Beyond the neon: the Grand Canyon, Hoover Dam, and Red Rock
Insider tips • Expert Advice The authors: Jackie Staddon and Hilary Weston are passionate about
travel writing and have contributed to many guides covering destinations in Europe and the United
States.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Billboard , 2005-07-02 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: The Glitzy Glamour of Fortune Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-08-10 Prepare to be captivated by the glittering allure and enigmatic underbelly of Las
Vegas in this comprehensive guide to the iconic city of fortune and fame. Within the pages of The
Glitzy Glamour of Fortune, you will embark on a journey through the heart of Las Vegas, exploring
its iconic landmarks, legendary casinos, and vibrant entertainment scene. Discover the stories
behind the city's most famous hotels, from the opulent Bellagio to the grandeur of the Venetian.
Learn about the legendary performers who have graced the stages of Las Vegas, from Frank Sinatra
to Elvis Presley. But beyond the glitz and glamour, The Glitzy Glamour of Fortune unveils the hidden
world of Las Vegas, a city of contradictions where dreams are made and lost, and fortunes are won
and squandered. Explore the seedy underbelly of organized crime, prostitution, and drug addiction
that lurks beneath the dazzling facade. Uncover the stories of those who have succumbed to the
temptations of Las Vegas, losing everything in their pursuit of wealth and pleasure. The Glitzy
Glamour of Fortune is more than just a travel guide; it is a deep dive into the captivating history,
culture, and characters that have shaped Las Vegas into the city it is today. Through vivid
descriptions and captivating anecdotes, you will gain a deeper understanding of the forces that have
driven the city's growth and the challenges it has faced over the years. Whether you are a seasoned
Las Vegas aficionado or a first-time visitor, The Glitzy Glamour of Fortune will provide you with a
fresh perspective on this enigmatic city. Discover the iconic landmarks, the hidden gems, and the
untold stories that make Las Vegas a truly unforgettable destination. Immerse yourself in the
glittering glamour and dark underbelly of Las Vegas with The Glitzy Glamour of Fortune. A



captivating guide that will leave you both entertained and enlightened, it is the perfect companion
for anyone seeking to truly experience the City of Lights. If you like this book, write a review!
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Oral History, Community, and Work in
the American West Jessie L. Embry, 2013-10-03 Nurses, show girls, housewives, farm workers,
casino managers, and government inspectors—together these hard-working members of society
contributed to the development of towns across the West. The essays in this volume show how oral
history increases understanding of work and community in the twentieth century American West. In
many cases occupations brought people together in myriad ways. The Latino workers who picked
lemons together in Southern California report that it was baseball and Cinco de Mayo Queen
contests that united them. Mormons in Fort Collins, Colorado, say that building a church together
bonded them together. In separate essays, African Americans and women describe how they
fostered a sense of community in Las Vegas. Native Americans detail the “Indian economy” in
Northern California. As these essays demonstrate, the history of the American West is the story of
small towns and big cities, places both isolated and heavily populated. It includes groups whose
history has often been neglected. Sometimes, western history has mirrored the history of the nation;
at other times, it has diverged in unique ways. Oral history adds a dimension that has often been
missing in writing a comprehensive history of the West. Here an array of oral historians—including
folklorists, librarians, and public historians—record what they have learned from people who have,
in their own ways, made history.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Colonel Tom Parker James Dickerson,
2003-01-21 Based on unprecedented research and interviews, this authoritative biography of Colonel
Tom Parker (1909-1997) includes new revelations and insights into rock music's most renowned and
notorious manager.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Darker Than the Sun Matthew Field, Ajay
Chowdhury, 2025-11-11 A guide to the iconic missions of Agent 007 meticulously charted on an epic
worldwide journey With over 200 stunning photographs, exclusive new interviews with the Bond
filmmakers and detailed maps, Darker than the Sun will transport you to the very places where the
action unfolds. Immerse yourself in the allure of the settings, with images capturing both the
real-life locations and behind-the-scenes shots from the film sets. Each movie is accompanied by a
global locator map charting Bond’s mission and a detailed feature map that brings key 007
destinations to life. This is not just a book; it’s a cinematic journey, an atlas of adventure and a
treasure trove of Bondian lore.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Compass American Guides: Las Vegas
Deke Castleman, 1993 Created by local writers and photographers, Compass American Guides are
the ultimate insider's guides, providing in-depth coverage of the history, culture and character of
America's most spectacular destinations. Covering everything there is to see and do as well as
choice lodging and dining, these gorgeous full-color guides are perfect for new and longtime
residents as well as vacationers who want a deep understanding of the region they're visiting.
Outstanding color photography, plus a wealth of archival images Topical essays and literary extracts
Detailed color maps Great ideas for things to see and do Capsule reviews of hotels and restaurants
About the Author Las Vegas is Deke Castleman's middle name. He's been covering the boomtown
since 1987, when he researched the first edition of Moon Publications' Nevada Handbook. He has
also contributed to Las Vegas Access, Fodor's USA, Great American Vacations, and Great American
Vacations for Travelers With Disabilities. He has edited two guides to Las Vegas for Huntington
Press, and he is the managing editor of the Las Vegas Advisor, a monthly newsletter for Las Vegas
visitors and locals. Castleman is also the author of Las Vegas 2040, a novel about the future of Las
Vegas. About the Photographers Michael Yamashita has been shooting pictures for National
Geographic books and magazines since 1979. He has participated in five Day in the Life projects,
and has recieved awards from the National Press Photographers Association and the New York Art
Directors Club, among others. His work has been exhibited at the National Gallery of Art, the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, and Kodak's Professional Photographer's Showcase at EPCOT



Center. Mr. Yamashita's images are also featured in Compass Sanfrancisco and Compass Manhattan.
Kerrick James is well known for his photography of the Southwest. In addition to appearing in
Compass Arizona, San Francisco, and The American Southwest, his work is featured prequently in
Hemispheres and National Geographic Traveler, as well as several Smithsonian guidebooks and
school textbooks. He lives in Mesa, Arizona, with his wife and two sons.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Sin City Revelations Pasquale De Marco,
2025-05-01 Prepare to be captivated by the allure of Sin City as we delve into the vibrant past,
glittering present, and uncertain future of Las Vegas in Sin City Revelations. This comprehensive
guide takes you beyond the well-trodden tourist path, revealing the hidden depths of this enigmatic
metropolis. Through the eyes of its colorful characters, from high-rolling gamblers to struggling
performers, you'll gain a glimpse into the heart and soul of Las Vegas. Explore the rise and fall of
legendary casino moguls, witness the birth of iconic shows and performances, and uncover the
often-turbulent social and cultural history of the city. Sin City Revelations unveils the true nature of
Sin City, venturing beyond the dazzling facade to explore its dark underbelly, where crime and
corruption thrive. Discover the hidden gems that make Las Vegas a truly unique and unforgettable
destination, from secret speakeasies to off-the-beaten-path attractions. Whether you're a first-time
visitor or a seasoned Las Vegas regular, this book offers a fresh perspective on the city that never
sleeps. Prepare to be captivated by the stories of those who have lived, loved, and lost in Sin City,
and gain a newfound understanding of this enigmatic metropolis. In Sin City Revelations, you'll
uncover the secrets, unravel the mysteries, and experience the true essence of Las Vegas. It's a
journey through a city of contradictions, where dreams are made and shattered in equal measure,
and where anything is possible. Sin City Revelations is the definitive guide to Las Vegas, offering an
insider's look at the city's rich tapestry of history, culture, and entertainment. Prepare to be amazed
by the hidden depths of Sin City, and discover why it continues to fascinate and intrigue people from
all walks of life. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Above Them All: The Story of the Landmark
Hotel & Casino Marc Wagner, 2018-11-20 The Landmark Hotel & Casino was considered by many to
be an eyesore and a failure before it was even completed. Developer Frank Caroll's dream struggled
to become reality through seven years of stop-and-go construction. Money problems and legal
disputes plagued the Landmark throughout its construction as well as its entire operational life. A
string of owners, including the eccentric Howard Hughes, struggled to make the Las Vegas property
a success but fate refused to roll the dice in their favor. Filled with rare photos, interviews with
employees, and backed by over a decade of research. From its development and construction,
through its operational life, to its twilight years of abandonment and eventual destruction to make
room for a parking lot, this is the story of the tower above them all in Las Vegas.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Gangsters to Governors David Clary,
2017-10-30 Winner of the 2018 Current Events/Social Change Book Award from the Next Generation
Indie Book Awards Winner of the 2018 Bronze Current Events Book Award from the Independent
Publisher Book Awards Generations ago, gambling in America was an illicit activity, dominated by
gangsters like Benny Binion and Bugsy Siegel. Today, forty-eight out of fifty states permit some form
of legal gambling, and America’s governors sit at the head of the gaming table. But have states
become addicted to the revenue gambling can bring? And does the potential of increased revenue
lead them to place risky bets on new casinos, lotteries, and online games? In Gangsters to
Governors, journalist David Clary investigates the pros and cons of the shift toward state-run
gambling. Unearthing the sordid history of America’s gaming underground, he demonstrates the
problems with prohibiting gambling while revealing how today’s governors, all competing for a piece
of the action, promise their citizens payouts that are rarely delivered. Clary introduces us to a
rogue’s gallery of colorful characters, from John “Old Smoke” Morrissey, the Irish-born gangster
who built Saratoga into a gambling haven in the nineteenth century, to Sheldon Adelson, the
billionaire casino magnate who has furiously lobbied against online betting. By exploring the
controversial histories of legal and illegal gambling in America, he offers a fresh perspective on



current controversies, including bans on sports and online betting. Entertaining and
thought-provoking, Gangsters to Governors considers the past, present, and future of our gambling
nation. Author's website (http://www.davidclaryauthor.com)
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Las Vegas USA Travel Guide * Viva Las
Vegas: Splendor, Glamour, and Gambling * Travel tips eBook * Nevada Baktash Vafaei, Las
Vegas, the dazzling oasis in the Nevada desert, is globally renowned for its radiant splendor,
exclusive entertainment, and the constant pulse of life. Often referred to as the adult playground,
the city has transformed from a humble railroad station in the mid-19th century into one of the
world's most visited tourist attractions. The history of Las Vegas is marked by glamour, glitz, and, of
course, gambling. The origin of Las Vegas can be traced back to the mid-19th century when the city
was a modest trading post. The pivotal turning point came in 1931 when the state of Nevada
legalized gambling, ushering in an era of growth and innovation. The first casinos, such as El Rancho
Vegas, opened their doors, laying the foundation for the famous Las Vegas Strip. The Strip, a
6.8-kilometer stretch, is the epicenter of gambling and entertainment. Casinos along the Strip
compete not only for the favor of players but also for the most innovative gaming concepts and
breathtaking shows. From the iconic lights of Luxor to the replica of the Eiffel Tower outside the
Paris Las Vegas Hotel, the Strip is a stunning backdrop of neon lights, massive LED screens, and
captivating architecture. Yet, Las Vegas is more than just glitz and glamour. The city has its own
soul, shaped by a fascinating blend of cultures and people. The residents, affectionately called Las
Vegans, contribute to making the city not only a place of pleasure but also a community. The magic
of Las Vegas also lies in the diversity of its visitors. People from all corners of the world flock to the
city to experience the unparalleled feeling of freedom, fun, and adventure. The casinos are a melting
pot of cultures, a place where people of different backgrounds and lifestyles come together to
succumb to the thrill of gambling. A captivating aspect of Las Vegas is its ability to constantly
reinvent itself. The city, once known for its classic casinos, has evolved into a place where innovation
and creativity flow. The introduction of themed hotels, breathtaking shows, and extravagant events
has turned Las Vegas into a perpetually changing phenomenon. However, amidst all the glitter and
glamour, it's crucial to emphasize that Las Vegas is not solely defined by gambling. The city offers a
rich cultural scene, from top-notch museums and galleries to renowned restaurants serving
international cuisine. Las Vegas has become a destination that caters to every taste and interest.
Viva Las Vegas – not just a song title but also the guiding principle of this fascinating city. It
translates to Live Las Vegas and embodies the vibrant energy that makes the city so unique. Las
Vegas is more than a collection of casinos; it is a lively, breathing metropolis in the desert that
embodies the dreams and desires of millions of people from around the world.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Elvis's Best: A Comprehensive Guide to the
King of Rock and Roll Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-27 In the annals of popular music, few names
shine as brightly as Elvis Presley, the King of Rock and Roll. His unique blend of rhythm and blues,
country, and gospel music, coupled with his charismatic stage presence and rebellious persona,
shattered musical and cultural boundaries, leaving an indelible mark on the world. **Elvis's Best: A
Comprehensive Guide to the King of Rock and Roll** is the ultimate tribute to this iconic figure.
Delving deep into Elvis's life and career, this book offers a comprehensive exploration of his music,
films, and cultural impact. From his humble beginnings in Tupelo, Mississippi, to his meteoric rise to
fame in the 1950s, we trace Elvis's journey from a shy, young truck driver to a global superstar. We
examine the influences that shaped his music, from the gospel sounds of his childhood to the rhythm
and blues of Beale Street. We also explore his innovative approach to songwriting and his
unparalleled stage presence, which captivated audiences around the world. Beyond his music, Elvis's
impact on popular culture was immense. His films, such as 'Jailhouse Rock' and 'Viva Las Vegas,'
were groundbreaking for their time, and his fashion sense and rebellious attitude made him a
cultural icon. We explore Elvis's role in the Civil Rights Movement, his influence on fashion and
popular culture, and his enduring legacy as a symbol of American identity. **Elvis's Best** also
features a detailed analysis of Elvis's music, including his early Sun Records recordings, his



Hollywood soundtracks, and his later Las Vegas years. We examine his unique vocal style, his
innovative use of backing vocals and instrumentation, and his ability to blend different musical
genres into a cohesive and captivating sound. This comprehensive guide to Elvis Presley is a
must-have for fans of the King of Rock and Roll. With its in-depth analysis of his music, films, and
cultural impact, **Elvis's Best** offers a deeper understanding of this iconic figure and his enduring
legacy. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Tourism: Principles and Practice John
Fletcher, Alan Fyall, David Gilbert, Stephen Wanhill, 2017-11-02 Thanks to its engaging writing style
and accessible structure, Fletcher has become the ultimate one-stop text for any student studying
Tourism. Its broad appeal and popularity increases with each new edition, making it excellent value
for any student who wants to understand and explore the principles of the subject. Well-liked by
students and lecturers alike, Tourism: Principles and Practice is the ultimate reference text for
anyone wishing to understand the complex and varied issues involved with such a diverse and
constantly changing subject.
  history of the international hotel in las vegas: Hotel Employees & Restaurant Employees
International Union United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Governmental Affairs.
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 1984
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