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Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Full: A Deep Dive into the Story, Themes, and Adaptations

extremely loud and incredibly close full is more than just a phrase—it's the title of a poignant novel by
Jonathan Safran Foer that has touched the hearts of many readers worldwide. Exploring grief, memory,
and the quest for closure, this story invites readers on an emotional journey through the eyes of a young
boy named Oskar Schell. In this article, we’ll delve into the full scope of *Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close*, examining its narrative depth, thematic richness, and cinematic adaptation, while sprinkling in
insights and related keywords such as 9/11 novel, post-9/11 fiction, and emotional storytelling.

The Story Behind Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Full

At its core, *Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close* is a novel set in the aftermath of the September 11
terrorist attacks. The story revolves around Oskar Schell, a precocious and sensitive nine-year-old boy who
embarks on a quest to find the lock that fits a mysterious key left behind by his father, who perished in the
World Trade Center collapse. This journey propels Oskar through the streets of New York City, where he
encounters a variety of characters, each with their own stories of loss and survival.

What makes the book stand out is the unique perspective of a child grappling with grief. The narrative is
interwoven with Oskar’s inventive mind, his eccentric inventions, and his vivid imagination. It’s a
powerful portrayal of how trauma and tragedy affect not only individuals but also the relationships that
bind families together.

Jonathan Safran Foer’s Writing Style

Foer’s writing is distinctive, blending minimalist prose with experimental elements such as illustrations,
photographs, and typographical playfulness. These creative choices enhance the reading experience by
providing a multi-sensory approach to the story’s themes. The result is a narrative that feels both intimate
and universal, allowing readers to connect deeply with Oskar’s emotional landscape.

The use of first-person narration from a child’s point of view offers a raw and honest look at how innocence
confronts tragedy. This aspect makes *Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close full* an important work in
contemporary literature, especially in the context of post-9/11 fiction.



Exploring the Themes in Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
Full

One of the reasons *Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close full* continues to resonate is its exploration of
complex themes that are both timeless and timely. Let’s take a closer look at some of the major themes
found within the novel.

Grief and Healing

The heart of the novel lies in its portrayal of grief—not just as sorrow, but as a messy, non-linear process
that affects people differently. Oskar’s quest is as much about finding the lock as it is about coming to terms
with his father’s death. Through his interactions and discoveries, the book reveals that healing requires
confronting pain head-on and embracing vulnerability.

Communication and Isolation

Oskar’s difficulty in expressing his feelings highlights the broader theme of communication barriers. The
novel delves into how people often isolate themselves after trauma, sometimes unintentionally pushing
loved ones away. The characters’ struggles underscore the importance of empathy and understanding in
bridging emotional gaps.

The Impact of 9/11 on Personal Lives

While many books address the political or historical implications of 9/11, *Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close full* zooms in on its personal toll. The attack serves as a backdrop that shapes the lives of the
characters, illustrating how a single event can ripple through individual experiences, altering relationships
and perspectives.

The Film Adaptation of Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
Full

In 2011, *Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close* was adapted into a feature film directed by Stephen
Daldry, starring Tom Hanks and Thomas Horn as Oskar. The movie brought the novel’s emotional depth
and visual storytelling to a wider audience, though it also sparked discussions about the challenges of



translating such a nuanced narrative to the screen.

Differences Between the Book and the Movie

Adaptations often require condensing or altering elements to fit the cinematic format, and this film was no
exception. Some readers felt that the movie’s portrayal of Oskar’s inner world was less intimate than the
book’s narrative style. However, the film succeeded in capturing the essence of loss and hope, aided by
compelling performances and evocative cinematography.

Why Watch the Movie?

For those who appreciate emotional dramas and stories rooted in real-world tragedy, the movie offers a
visually engaging experience that complements the novel. It can also serve as an accessible entry point for
viewers who may later want to explore the original text’s deeper layers.

Understanding the Emotional Impact of Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close Full

What truly sets *Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close full* apart is its ability to evoke profound empathy.
The novel’s portrayal of a child’s perspective on grief invites readers to revisit their own experiences with
loss and resilience.

How the Story Resonates Today

Even years after its publication, the book remains relevant as it addresses universal human emotions and
the search for meaning in the face of tragedy. It encourages readers to consider the ways in which trauma
shapes identity and relationships, making it a valuable read for anyone interested in emotional storytelling
or novels centered around the 9/11 attacks.

Tips for Reading Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Full

If you’re planning to read the book or watch the film, here are some helpful suggestions to enhance your
experience:



Take your time: The narrative is layered and symbolic, so a slow, thoughtful pace allows for deeper
reflection.

Pay attention to details: The novel’s unique formatting and illustrations add meaning beyond the
text.

Reflect on themes: Consider how grief and communication play out in your own life or in society.

Engage in discussions: Sharing your thoughts with others can enrich your understanding of the
story’s impact.

Related Works and Further Reading

If you found *Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close full* compelling, you might also explore other books
and films that tackle similar themes of trauma, memory, and healing:

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien – a powerful exploration of war and memory.

Falling Man by Don DeLillo – a novel centered on 9/11’s aftermath.

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close* (film) – for a visual interpretation of the novel.

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold – dealing with loss and the impact on family.

These works provide different perspectives on similar emotional landscapes, deepening your appreciation
of trauma literature.

---

Whether you approach *Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close full* as a novel or a film, it remains a
moving and thought-provoking exploration of human resilience. Its unique blend of narrative innovation
and heartfelt storytelling continues to inspire readers and viewers to look beyond tragedy toward
understanding and connection.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Full' about?
'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' is a novel by Jonathan Safran Foer that follows a young boy named
Oskar Schell as he searches New York City for the lock that matches a mysterious key left by his father,
who died in the 9/11 attacks.

Is 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Full' a movie or a book?
'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' is originally a novel published in 2005, which was later adapted into
a full-length feature film released in 2011.

Who wrote 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Full'?
The novel 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' was written by Jonathan Safran Foer.

Where can I find the full version of 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close'?
You can find the full version of 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' at bookstores, libraries, or online
retailers like Amazon and Audible for both the book and audiobook formats.

What themes are explored in 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
Full'?
The story explores themes of grief, trauma, family relationships, and the impact of the September 11 attacks
on individuals and society.

Is 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Full' appropriate for children?
The novel deals with mature themes such as loss and trauma, so it is generally recommended for young
adults and older readers rather than young children.

How does the full story of 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' end?
In the end, Oskar discovers that the key does not unlock anything physical but symbolizes his journey
through grief, helping him come to terms with his father's death.



Are there any special editions of 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
Full'?
Yes, there are special editions of the novel that include additional content such as author notes, illustrations,
and companion essays.

Who stars in the 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close' full-length film
adaptation?
The film stars Thomas Horn as Oskar Schell, with supporting roles by Tom Hanks and Sandra Bullock.

What inspired Jonathan Safran Foer to write 'Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close Full'?
Foer was inspired by his own experiences with loss and the impact of the September 11 attacks, aiming to
explore grief through the perspective of a young boy.

Additional Resources
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Full: A Detailed Exploration of the Novel and Its Adaptation

extremely loud and incredibly close full refers primarily to the complete narrative of Jonathan Safran
Foer's 2005 novel, a poignant literary work that delves into the aftermath of tragedy through the eyes of a
young boy. The phrase also encompasses the full cinematic adaptation released in 2011, directed by Stephen
Daldry. This article investigates both the novel and film versions, analyzing their thematic depth, narrative
techniques, critical reception, and cultural significance. By examining the “extremely loud and incredibly
close full” spectrum—from book to screen—we gain insight into how stories of trauma and healing can be
conveyed across different media.

Understanding the Narrative Core of Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close

At its heart, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close centers on Oskar Schell, a precocious nine-year-old boy
navigating the loss of his father in the September 11 terrorist attacks. The “full” story unfolds through
Oskar’s quest across New York City to find the lock that matches a mysterious key left by his father. This
journey is not merely physical but metaphorical, representing a child's attempt to piece together
fragmented memories and emotions.



The novel’s unique narrative style is characterized by unconventional typography, illustrations, and the
interspersing of letters and photographs, which enrich the storytelling. This complexity often divides
readers and critics alike, some praising its innovation while others find it distracting. The “extremely loud
and incredibly close full” experience, therefore, is not only about the plot but also about how the story is
told.

Themes and Symbolism in the Full Narrative

One of the most prominent themes in the extremely loud and incredibly close full narrative is grief and its
multifaceted impact on individuals and families. Oskar’s journey symbolizes the universal struggle to find
meaning after loss. The key he carries becomes a symbol of hope, mystery, and connection.

Additionally, the novel tackles the theme of communication, or the lack thereof, within families affected by
trauma. Oskar’s interactions with various characters—including the enigmatic “Black” and his
grandparents—highlight different coping mechanisms and perspectives on sorrow.

The “extremely loud and incredibly close full” story also subtly critiques post-9/11 American society,
exploring the collective mourning and the personal stories often overshadowed by media narratives.

The Film Adaptation: Capturing the Full Essence on Screen

The 2011 film adaptation of Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close attempts to translate the novel’s complex
structure into a visual medium. Starring Thomas Horn as Oskar and Tom Hanks as his father in flashbacks,
the film seeks to preserve the emotional depth while streamlining the story for a broader audience.

However, adapting the extremely loud and incredibly close full story to film presents significant
challenges. The novel’s experimental layout and internal monologues do not easily convert to cinema. The
film compensates by emphasizing visual storytelling, using flashbacks, montage sequences, and symbolic
imagery to convey Oskar’s mental and emotional state.

Critical Reception and Comparative Analysis

Critics have been divided on the film’s success in encapsulating the extremely loud and incredibly close full
narrative. Some praise the performances, particularly Horn's portrayal of Oskar, for bringing authenticity
and emotional resonance. The cinematography and score also receive commendation for enhancing the
mood.

Conversely, many reviewers argue that the film lacks the novel’s nuanced complexity. The internal depth



and experimental narrative devices are largely absent, resulting in a more conventional drama. Some critics
feel that the film’s tone oscillates awkwardly between childlike innocence and heavy tragedy, which can
alienate viewers.

When comparing the novel and film, it is evident that while the book offers a richer, more layered
experience of the extremely loud and incredibly close full story, the film provides accessibility and
emotional immediacy, albeit at the expense of some subtlety.

Exploring the Impact and Legacy of Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close Full

The enduring interest in extremely loud and incredibly close full—both as a literary and cinematic
work—reflects its significance in cultural conversations about trauma, memory, and resilience. The novel
has been used in educational settings to discuss grief and the human response to disaster, while the film has
sparked debates on how sensitive historical events should be depicted in popular media.

Educational and Therapeutic Applications

The extremely loud and incredibly close full narrative's exploration of loss and recovery makes it a
valuable resource for educators and therapists. Schools incorporate the novel into curricula to help students
grapple with complex emotions surrounding tragedy. Therapists sometimes use the story to facilitate
discussions with young clients dealing with grief, as Oskar’s perspective offers a relatable and empathetic
entry point.

Controversies and Criticisms

Despite its acclaim, the extremely loud and incredibly close full story has faced criticism regarding the
portrayal of 9/11. Some argue that the novel and film risk trivializing or exploiting the event for emotional
effect. Others debate whether the child protagonist's perspective oversimplifies the broader socio-political
ramifications.

These critiques highlight the delicate balance required when fictionalizing real-world tragedies. The
extremely loud and incredibly close full works prompt ongoing dialogue about artistic responsibility and
the ethics of representation.



Key Features and Elements of Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close Full

To better understand the comprehensive nature of extremely loud and incredibly close full, it is useful to
consider its defining features:

Narrative Style: The novel’s mixed media approach with visual elements contrasts with the film’s
reliance on cinematic techniques.

Characterization: Oskar’s multifaceted character drives the story, with secondary characters enriching
the emotional landscape.

Thematic Depth: Exploration of grief, communication, memory, and healing.

Emotional Tone: A blend of innocence, sorrow, hope, and resilience.

Cultural Context: Situated within the post-9/11 American experience.

Pros and Cons of the Novel and Film

Novel Pros: Innovative narrative, deep emotional insight, multilayered symbolism.1.

Novel Cons: Can be challenging due to unconventional structure, polarizing stylistic choices.2.

Film Pros: Accessible storytelling, strong performances, effective use of visuals and music.3.

Film Cons: Simplification of complex themes, mixed critical reception, potential tonal inconsistencies.4.

The extremely loud and incredibly close full versions each offer distinct experiences that reflect their
mediums’ strengths and limitations.

The exploration of extremely loud and incredibly close full, from its literary origins to its cinematic
interpretation, reveals a profound engagement with human vulnerability and the search for meaning after
loss. Whether encountered through the written word or on screen, the story remains a poignant reminder
of the enduring power of narrative to illuminate the complexities of grief and hope.



Extremely Loud And Incredibly Close Full

  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close Jonathan
Safran Foer, 2005 Oskar Schell, the nine-year-old son of a man killed in the World Trade Center
attacks, searches the five boroughs of New York City for a lock that fits a black key his father left
behind.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Extremely loud & Incredibly close / Жутко
громко и запредельно близко. Книга для чтения на английском языке Джонатан
Сафран Фоер, 2020-08-26 Трогательная история рассказана от лица 9-летнего мальчика, отец
которого погиб во время теракта 11 сентября 2001 года в одной из башен-близнецов. В ней есть
и интрига, и почти что детективный сюжет, и неожиданная развязка. Атмосферная,
оригинальная, по-детски непосредственная и по-взрослому глубокая книга найдет отклик в
сердце каждого, кто её прочтёт.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Metamedia Alexander Starre, 2015-08-15 Does
literature need the book? With electronic texts and reading devices growing increasingly popular,
the codex is no longer the default format of fiction. Yet as Alexander Starre shows in Metamedia,
American literature has rediscovered the book as an artistic medium after the first e-book hype in
the late 1990s. By fusing narrative and design, a number of “bibliographic” writers have created
reflexive fictions—metamedia—that invite us to read printed formats in new ways. Their work
challenges ingrained theories and beliefs about literary communication and its connections to
technology and materiality. Metamedia explores the book as a medium that matters and introduces
innovative critical concepts to better grasp its narrative significance. Combining sustained textual
analysis with impulses from the fields of book history, media studies, and systems theory, Starre
explains the aesthetics and the cultural work of complex material fictions, such as Mark
Z.Danielewski’s House of Leaves (2000), Chip Kidd’s The Cheese Monkeys (2001), Salvador
Plascencia’s The People of Paper (2005), Reif Larsen’s The Selected Works of T. S. Spivet (2009),
and Jonathan Safran Foer’s Tree of Codes (2010). He also broadens his analysis beyond the genre of
the novel in an extensive account of the influential literary magazine McSweeney’s Quarterly
Concern and its founder, Dave Eggers. For this millennial generation of writers and publishers, the
computer was never a threat to print culture, but a powerful tool to make better books. In careful
close readings, Starre puts typefaces, layouts, and cover designs on the map of literary criticism. At
the same time, the book steers clear of bibliophile nostalgia and technological euphoria as it follows
writers, designers, and publishers in the process of shaping the surprising history of literary
bookmaking after digitization.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Handbook of the American Novel of the
Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries Timo Müller, 2017-01-11 Increasing specialization within
the discipline of English and American Studies has shifted the focus of scholarly discussion toward
theoretical reflection and cultural contexts. These developments have benefitted the discipline in
more ways than one, but they have also resulted in a certain neglect of close reading. As a result,
students and researchers interested in such material are forced to turn to scholarship from the
1960s and 1970s, much of which relies on dated methodological and ideological presuppositions.
The handbook aims to fill this gap by providing new readings of texts that figure prominently in the
literature classroom and in scholarly debate − from James’s The Ambassadors to McCarthy’s The
Road. These readings do not revert naively to a time “before theory.” Instead, they distil the insights
of literary and cultural theory into concise introductions to the historical background, the themes,
the formal strategies, and the reception of influential literary texts, and they do so in a jargon-free
language accessible to readers on all levels of qualification.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Fictive Fathers in the Contemporary American

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-178/extremely-loud-and-incredibly-close-full.pdf


Novel Debra Shostak, 2020-02-20 Fictive Fathers in the Contemporary American Novel explores the
unstable construction of heteronormative white masculinity in the contemporary United States by
focusing on relationships between fathers and their children. Debra Shostak reads the novels of 18
North American writers publishing in the late 20th and early 21st centuries as allegories of cultural
conflict and change within the nuclear family; the authors considered include Paul Auster, Don
DeLillo, Jeffrey Eugenides, Jonathan Safran Foer, Jonathan Franzen, John Irving, Jonathan Lethem,
Carole Maso, Bobbie Ann Mason, Cormac McCarthy, Claire Messud, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Tim
O'Brien, Marilynne Robinson, Philip Roth, Mona Simpson, Jane Smiley, and Anne Tyler. These
novelists portray father figures who, often literally or figuratively absent from the family scene,
disrupt the familial order and their family members' identities. Shostak's close readings illuminate
unexpectedly conservative, even subversive, ideological positions at the heart of these fictions.
Fictive Fathers traces the eroding myth of paternal authority that sustained a patriarchal model
within real American families and their literary representations.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Imagining Autism Sonya Freeman Loftis,
2015-12-01 A disorder that is only just beginning to find a place in disability studies and activism,
autism remains in large part a mystery, giving rise to both fear and fascination. Sonya Freeman
Loftis's groundbreaking study examines literary representations of autism or autistic behavior to
discover what impact they have had on cultural stereotypes, autistic culture, and the identity politics
of autism. Imagining Autism looks at fictional characters (and an author or two) widely understood
as autistic, ranging from Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes and Harper Lee's Boo Radley to Mark
Haddon's boy detective Christopher Boone and Steig Larsson's Lisbeth Salander. The silent figure
trapped inside himself, the savant made famous by his other-worldly intellect, the brilliant detective
linked to the criminal mastermind by their common neurology—these characters become protean
symbols, stand-ins for the chaotic forces of inspiration, contagion, and disorder. They are also part of
the imagined lives of the autistic, argues Loftis, sometimes for good, sometimes threatening to
undermine self-identity and the activism of the autistic community.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Apocalyptic Visions in 21st Century Films Elizabeth
A. Ford, Deborah C. Mitchell, 2018-07-02 The apocalypse on the big screen has expanded beyond
the familiar end-of-the-world movies. Romantic comedies, teen adventures and even children's films
frequently feature apocalyptic imagery--disintegrating cities, extreme weather events, extinctions,
rogue military forces, epidemics, zombie armies and worlds colliding. Using sophisticated CGI
effects, filmmakers are depicting the end of the world ever more stunningly. The authors explore the
phenomenon of the cinematic apocalypse and its origins in both our anxieties and our real-world
events, and they identify some flashes of hope in the desolate landscape.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: 9/11: Culture, Catastrophe and the Critique of
Singularity Diana Gonçalves, 2016-10-24 Even though much has been said and written about 9/11,
the work developed on this subject has mostly explored it as an unparalleled event, a turning point
in history. This book wishes to look instead at how disruptive events promote a network of
associations and how people resort to comparison as a means to make sense of the unknown, i.e. to
comprehend what seems incomprehensible. In order to effectively discuss the complexity of 9/11,
this book articulates different fields of knowledge and perspectives such as visual culture, media
studies, performance studies, critical theory, memory studies and literary studies to shed some light
on 9/11 and analyze how the event has impacted on American social and cultural fabric and how the
American society has come to terms with such a devastating event. A more in-depth study of Don
DeLillo’s Falling Man and Jonathan Safran Foer’s Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close draws
attention to the cultural construction of catastrophe and the plethora of cultural products 9/11 has
inspired. It demonstrates how the event has been integrated into American culture and exemplifies
what makes up the 9/11 imaginary.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: The City Since 9/11 Keith Wilhite, 2016-03-04
Charting the intersection of aesthetic representation and the material conditions of urban space, The
City Since 9/11 posits that the contemporary metropolis provides a significant context for



reassessing theoretical concerns related to narrative, identity, home, and personal precarity. In the
years since the September 11 attacks, writers and filmmakers have explored urban spaces as
contested sites—shaped by the prevailing discourses of neoliberalism, homeland security, and the
war on terror, but also haunted by an absence in the landscape that registers loss and prefigures
future menace. In works of literature, film, and television, the city emerges as a paradoxical space of
permanence and vulnerability and a convergence point for anxieties about globalization, structural
inequality, and apocalyptic violence. Building on previous scholarship addressing trauma and the
spectacle of terror, the contributors also draw upon works of philosophy, urban studies, and
postmodern geography to theorize how literary and visual representations expose the persistent
conflicts that arise as cities rebuild in the shadow of past ruins. Their essays advance new lines of
argument that clarify art’s role in contemporary debates about spatial practices, gentrification,
cosmopolitanism, memory and history, nostalgia, the uncanny and the abject, postmodern virtuality,
the politics of realism, and the economic and social life of cities. The book offers fresh readings of
familiar post-9/11 novels, such as Jonathan Safran Foer’s Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, but it
also considers works by Teju Cole, Joseph O’Neill, Silver Krieger, Colum McCann, Ronald Sukenick,
Jonathan Lethem, Thomas Pynchon, Colson Whitehead, Paul Auster, William Gibson, Amitav Ghosh,
and Katherine Boo. In addition, The City Since 9/11 includes essays on the films Children of Men,
Hugo, and the adaptation of Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, chapters on the television series
The Bridge, The Killing, and The Wire, and an analysis of Michael Arad’s Reflecting Absence and the
9/11 Memorial.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: At the Movies with Trilbee - A Year in Film William
"Trilbee" Carlisle, 2013 Trilbee is an amateur online film critic. He may love the medium, but that
doesn't mean he's easy to impress. His first book 'At the Movies with Trilbee: A Year in Film' has
Trilbee review more than 70 movies from 2012. Including: Avengers Assemble, Skyfall, The Dark
Knight Rises, The Amazing Spider-Man, Chronicle, Twilight: Breaking Dawn Part 2, The Hobbit, The
Hunger Games, Ice Age 4, Brave, Ted, Men in Black 3, The Imposter, Dredd, Prometheus, Life of Pi,
Looper and many many more! All these reviews offer in-depth, insightful and honest analysis and
gives the reader a comprehensive guide for what movies to watch (and avoid) from one of the
biggest years in movie history! Featuring artwork by Jack Evans - http:
//moonmen.wix.com/flippedhyenacartoo
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Seven Modes of Uncertainty C. Namwali Serpell,
2014-04-30 Literature is uncertain. Literature is good for us. These two ideas are often taken for
granted. But what is the relationship between literature’s capacity to perplex and its ethical value?
Seven Modes of Uncertainty contends that literary uncertainty is crucial to ethics because it pushes
us beyond the limits of our experience.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Islands in Geography, Law, and Literature
Chiara Battisti, Sidia Fiorato, Matteo Nicolini, Thomas Perrin, 2022-04-04 This collection explores
the heterogeneous places we have traditionally been taught to term ‘islands.’ It stages a
conversation on the very idea of ‘island-ness’, thus contributing to a new field of research at the
crossroads of law, geography, literature, urban planning, politics, arts, and cultural studies. The
contributions to this volume discuss the notion of island-ness as a device triggering the imagination,
triggering narratives and representations in different creative fields; they explore the interactions
between legal, socio-political, and fictional approaches to remoteness and the ‘state of insularity,’
policy responses to both remoteness and boundaries on different scales, and the insular legal
framing of geographical remoteness. The product of a cross-disciplinary exchange on islands, this
edited volume will be of great interest to those working in the fields of Island Studies, as well as
literary studies scholars, geographers, and legal scholars.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: 9/11 Culture Jeffrey Melnick, 2011-09-15 9/11
Culture serves as a timely and accessible introduction to the complexities of American culture in the
wake of the 9/11 attacks. Gives balanced examinations of a broad catalogue of artifacts from film,
music, photography, literary fiction, and other popular arts Investigates the ways that 9/11 has



exerted a shaping force on a wide range of practices, from the politics of femininity to the poetics of
redemption Includes pedagogical material to assist understanding and teaching, including film and
discographies, and a useful teachers' preface
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Affect and American Literature in the Age of
Neoliberalism Rachel Greenwald Smith, 2015-04-20 Rachel Greenwald Smith's Affect and American
Literature in the Age of Neoliberalism examines the relationship between contemporary American
literature and politics. Through readings of works by Paul Auster, Karen Tei Yamashita, and others,
Smith challenges the neoliberal notion that emotions are the property of the self.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Morning, Noon, and Night Arnold Weinstein,
2011-02-15 From Homer and Shakespeare to Toni Morrison and Jonathan Safran Foer, major works
of literature have a great deal to teach us about two of life’s most significant stages—growing up and
growing old. Distinguised scholar Arnold Weinstein’s provocative and engaging new book, Morning,
Noon, and Night, explores classic writing’s insights into coming-of-age and surrendering to time,
and considers the impact of these revelations upon our lives. With wisdom, humor, and moving
personal observations, Weinstein leads us to look deep inside ourselves and these great books, to
see how we can use art as both mirror and guide. He offers incisive readings of seminal novels about
childhood—Huck Finn’s empathy for the runaway slave Jim illuminates a child’s moral education;
Catherine and Heathcliff’s struggle with obsessive passion in Wuthering Heights is hauntingly
familiar to many young lovers; Dickens’s Pip, in Great Expectations, must grapple with a world that
wishes him harm; and in Marjane Satrapi’s autobiographical Persepolis, little Marjane faces a
different kind of struggle—growing into adolescence as her country moves through the pain of the
Iranian Revolution. In turn, great writers also ponder the lessons learned in life’s twilight years:
both King Lear and Willy Loman suffer as their patriarchal authority collapses and death creeps up;
Brecht’s Mother Courage displays the inspiring indomitability of an aging woman who has “borne
every possible blow. . . but is still standing, still moving.” And older love can sometimes be funny
(Rip Van Winkle conveniently sleeps right through his marriage) and sometimes tragic (as J. M.
Coetzee’s David Lurie learns the hard way, in Disgrace). Tapping into the hearts and minds of
memorable characters, from Sophocles’ Oedipus to Artie in Art Spiegelman’s Maus, Morning, Noon,
and Night makes an eloquent and powerful case for the role of great literature as a knowing window
into our lives and times. Its intelligence, passion, and genuine appreciation for the written word
remind us just how crucial books are to the business of being human.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: The 9/11 Novel Arin Keeble, 2014-06-04 This is a
comprehensive study of the first decade of literary representations of 9/11, moving from Art
Spiegelman's In the Shadow of No Towers (2003) to Amy Waldman's The Submission (2012). It
traces the way literature has dealt with an event that continues to shape world conflict and resonate
prominently in the American imagination, and argues that the corpus of literary fiction discussing
9/11 is characterized by a fundamental sense of conflictedness related to the tensions between
trauma or mourning and political imperatives. The work offers in-depth analyses of texts that have
historicized 9/11 and shaped the way we understand this key moment in American and world history.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Liminality and the City in Contemporary New York
Fiction Alina Stocklöv, 2025-04-16 This book explores liminal spaces and states in New York City
literature after 2000. The concept of “liminality” refers to a transitional state where people, places,
or ideas exist between two clearly defined conditions. In this ambiguous “in-between state”,
uncertainty, indeterminacy, and change prevail, temporarily suspending traditional norms and
allowing for complex identity formation and social reordering. Liminality offers a multifaceted,
interdisciplinary approach to urban literature, as the city itself is defined by both temporal and
spatial thresholds. The study examines the interplay between liminality, the city, and
postmodernism, as well as the literary representation and narrative depiction of these relations.
Drawing on key anthropological works by Arnold van Gennep and Victor Turner, and engaging with
the writings of Jacques Derrida, Henri Lefebvre, Carl Gustav Jung, Michel Foucault, Walter
Benjamin, and Homi K. Bhabha, this study investigates the development of the concept of liminality



in the humanities. It then proceeds with comparative literary analysis of selected texts by canonical
authors such as Don DeLillo, Jonathan Safran Foer, Joseph O'Neill, and Teju Cole, focusing on urban
mobility, liminal spaces, and New York as a place of memory and trauma in the post-9/11 literary
landscape.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: 9/11 Gothic Danel Olson, 2021-09-21 Published to
coincide with the twentieth anniversary of the World Trade Center attacks, 9/11 Gothic: Decrypting
Ghosts and Trauma in New York City’s Terrorism Novels returns to the ruins and anguish of 9/11 to
pose a question not yet addressed by scholarship. Two time World Fantasy Award-winning writer
Danel Olson asks how, why, and where New York City novels capture the terror of the Al-Qaeda
mass murders through a supernatural lens. This book explores ghostly presences from the world’s
largest crime scene in novels by Don DeLillo, Jonathan Safran Foer, Lynne Sharon Schwartz, Griffin
Hansbury, and Patrick McGrath—all of whom have been called writers of Gotham. Arguing how
theories on trauma and the Gothic can combine to explain ghostly encounters civilian survivors
experience in fiction, Olson shares what those eerie meetings express about grief, guilt, love,
memory, sex, and suicidal urges. This book also explores why and how paths to recovery open for
these ghost-visited survivors in the fiction of catastrophe from the early twenty-first century.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Dot Dot Dot 18 Stuart Bailey, 2009-12-15 Dot Dot
Dot mingles texts on art, design, architecture, and music with literary efforts and linguistic musings
into a coherent package replete with equal parts of mirth and seriousness. BOMB After seventeen
issues, Dot Dot Dot remains the must-read journal on every designers desk. By steering clear of both
commercial portfolio presentations and impenetrable academic theory, it has become the premier
venue for creative journalism on diverse subjectsmusic, art, literature, and architecturethat affect
the way we think about and make design. Dot Dot Dot 18 presents the latest fieldwork of a
multidisciplinary group ofcontributors investigating the web of influences shaping contemporary
culture. Smart, passionate, and imaginativelydesigned, Dot Dot Dot is for graphic designers and
anyone interested in the visual arts.
  extremely loud and incredibly close full: Terror and the Postcolonial Elleke Boehmer,
Stephen Morton, 2015-10-09 Terror and the Postcolonial is a major comparative study of terrorism
and its representations in postcolonial theory, literature, and culture. A ground-breaking study
addressing and theorizing the relationship between postcolonial studies, colonial history, and
terrorism through a series of contemporary and historical case studies from various postcolonial
contexts Critically analyzes the figuration of terrorism in a variety of postcolonial literary texts from
South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East Raises the subject of terror as both an expression of
globalization and a postcolonial product Features key essays by well-known theorists, such as Robert
J. C. Young, Derek Gregory, and Achille Mbembe, and Vron Ware
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