everyday use short story by alice
walker

Everyday Use Short Story by Alice Walker: A Deep Dive into Heritage and
Identity

everyday use short story by alice walker stands as a profound piece of
literature that explores themes of heritage, identity, and the differing
perceptions of culture within a family. This powerful narrative delves into
the complexities of African American heritage through the lens of a mother
and her two daughters, inviting readers to reflect on what it means to truly
honor one’s roots. If you’ve ever wondered about the significance of cultural
legacy or the varying ways people interpret their past, Alice Walker's story
offers rich insights wrapped in a seemingly simple tale.

Understanding the Context of Everyday Use Short
Story by Alice Walker

To fully appreciate the depth of the story, it’s helpful to consider the
historical and cultural backdrop that Alice Walker brings to life. Written in
the early 1970s, "Everyday Use" captures the African American experience
during a time when cultural identity was being reexamined amid the civil
rights movement and a growing Black consciousness. The story is set in the
rural South, emphasizing the contrast between traditional rural life and a
more modern, perhaps academic, approach to heritage.

Walker herself is a celebrated African American writer and activist, known
not only for her literary contributions but also for her work in social
justice. Her personal experiences and observations deeply inform the
narrative, making the story both authentic and emotionally resonant.

The Plot in Brief

At its core, "Everyday Use" revolves around a mother and her two daughters,
Maggie and Dee (who later renames herself Wangero). Dee returns home after
years away, bringing with her a new identity and a renewed interest in her
African heritage. However, the way she chooses to express this interest
clashes with her mother and sister’s more practical, lived experience of
their cultural heritage.

The tension escalates around a set of handmade quilts, heirlooms passed down
through generations. Dee wants to take the quilts as symbols of her heritage
to display them, while the mother believes Maggie, who plans to use them

daily, is the rightful heir. This conflict serves as the story’s focal point,



symbolizing larger debates about heritage and authenticity.

Key Themes Explored in Everyday Use Short Story
by Alice Walker

Alice Walker’s storytelling is rich with themes that encourage readers to
think critically about culture and identity.

Heritage and Its Meaning

One of the most prominent themes is the meaning of heritage. Dee’s approach
to heritage is aesthetic and symbolic; she wants artifacts that represent her
culture to showcase them and assert her new identity. On the other hand,
Maggie and her mother embody heritage as a lived experience — something
practical, intertwined with daily life rather than displayed for admiration.

This contrast poses an important question: Is heritage something to be
preserved and shown off, or is it something to be integrated into one’s
everyday life? Walker suggests the latter, highlighting the importance of
understanding and appreciating heritage in a way that honors its origins and
utility.

Identity and Self-Perception

Dee'’s change of name to Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo is a powerful symbol of her
attempt to reclaim an African identity. However, this act also highlights a
tension — between embracing one’s roots and rejecting the immediate family
and environment that shaped one’s life. The story explores how identity can
be complex and sometimes contradictory, shaped both by personal choices and
communal ties.

Family Dynamics and Generational Differences

The story also captures the generational gap between the mother and her
daughters. The mother’s pragmatic, grounded perspective contrasts sharply
with Dee’s more intellectual and outwardly expressive attitude. Maggie, shy
and scarred from a house fire, represents a connection to the past that is
quiet but strong. These differing viewpoints create rich interpersonal
conflict that drives the narrative.



Symbolism and Literary Devices in Everyday Use
Short Story by Alice Walker

Walker’s use of symbolism and literary techniques deepens the story’s impact,
making it a favorite for analysis in academic settings.

The Quilts as a Symbol

The quilts in the story are much more than just household items. They
symbolize the family’s heritage, crafted from scraps of clothing worn by
ancestors. For Maggie and her mother, the quilts represent continuity and the
practical preservation of family history. For Dee, the quilts become objects
of cultural capital — symbols to be admired and preserved rather than used.

Characterization and Point of View

The story is narrated from the mother’s first-person perspective, which
allows readers to see the narrative through her eyes. This narrative choice
creates intimacy and invites empathy for her viewpoint. The storytelling
style is straightforward but loaded with subtle emotional undercurrents,
making the characters’ struggles feel very real.

Contrast and Conflict

Walker skillfully uses contrast between characters to highlight broader
social and cultural conflicts. Dee’s polished, confident demeanor contrasts
with Maggie’s quiet, self-conscious nature. Their mother’s practical wisdom
stands as a bridge between these extremes. This conflict is not just personal
but symbolic of wider debates about cultural identity in the African American
community.

Why Everyday Use Short Story by Alice Walker
Remains Relevant Today

Despite being written decades ago, the themes and conflicts in "Everyday Use"
continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about identity, culture, and
family.



Modern Conversations About Cultural Appropriation
and Authenticity

In today’'s world, debates about cultural appropriation and authenticity are
widespread. Walker’s story anticipates these discussions by showing how
cultural symbols can be interpreted differently depending on one’s connection
to them. Dee’s desire to display heritage items contrasts with Maggie’s
intention to use them in her daily life, reminding us that honoring culture
is not always about outward appearances.

Generational Perspectives on Heritage

The generational differences portrayed in the story mirror ongoing tensions
within families and communities about how traditions are maintained or
changed over time. Many readers find themselves relating to the mother’s
grounded perspective or to Dee’s quest for self-definition. This dynamic
continues to be a source of rich dialogue in families navigating cultural
identity.

Educational Importance in Literature Curricula

"Everyday Use" is widely taught in schools and universities because it
provides accessible yet profound material for exploring complex themes. Its
clear narrative, memorable characters, and rich symbolism make it ideal for
teaching students about cultural heritage, narrative technique, and thematic
development.

Tips for Analyzing Everyday Use Short Story by
Alice Walker

If you’re reading the story for a class or simply for your own understanding,
here are some helpful tips to deepen your analysis:

e Pay attention to the narrator’s voice: The mother’s perspective shapes
the entire story. Consider how her tone and attitudes influence your
interpretation.

e Reflect on the symbolism: Think about the significance of objects like
the quilts and how they relate to the characters’ identities.

e Explore character motivations: Why does Dee adopt a new name? What does
Maggie’'s shyness tell us about her relationship with her heritage?



e Consider historical context: Understanding the era in which Walker wrote
the story can provide insight into the cultural tensions depicted.

e Look for contrasts: Identify the contrasts between the sisters and their
mother, and what these reveal about different attitudes toward culture.

Engaging with these aspects will enrich your reading experience and provide a
fuller appreciation of Walker’s artistry.

Exploring Alice Walker’'s Broader Impact Through
Everyday Use

While "Everyday Use" is a standout short story, it also fits within Alice
Walker’s larger body of work that addresses issues of race, gender, and
social justice. Her writing often centers on strong Black female characters
who confront societal challenges while embracing their cultural identities.

Reading "Everyday Use" can serve as an entry point into Walker’s novels and
essays, many of which continue to inspire discussions about empowerment and
cultural pride. The story’s focus on everyday objects and family life also
highlights how the personal is political — a hallmark of Walker’'s style.

Through the lens of a family dispute over quilts, Alice Walker’s everyday use
short story by Alice Walker opens a window into larger questions about how we
connect with our past and express our identities. Its enduring relevance and
emotional depth make it a must-read for anyone interested in culture,
heritage, and the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Everyday Use' by Alice
Walker?

The central theme of 'Everyday Use' is the conflict between traditional and
modern values, particularly in relation to heritage and identity.

How do the characters Dee and Maggie differ in
'Everyday Use'?

Dee is confident, educated, and embraces a new, more modern identity, while
Maggie is shy, physically scarred, and represents a connection to traditional



ways and family heritage.

What role do the quilts play in the story 'Everyday
Use'?

The quilts symbolize family heritage and the importance of understanding and
valuing one's roots, serving as a point of conflict between Dee and Maggie.

How does the narrator's perspective influence the
story in 'Everyday Use'?

The story is narrated from the mother's perspective, which provides insight
into her values, feelings, and the familial tension, emphasizing the theme of
heritage.

Why does Dee want the quilts in 'Everyday Use' and
how does this reflect her character?

Dee wants the quilts as cultural artifacts to display and assert her new
identity, reflecting her more superficial and external appreciation of
heritage compared to Maggie's practical and lived connection.

What message does Alice Walker convey about cultural
heritage through 'Everyday Use'?

Alice Walker conveys that cultural heritage should be understood, respected,
and integrated into everyday life, rather than treated as mere decoration or
status symbols.

Additional Resources

Everyday Use Short Story by Alice Walker: A Deep Dive into Heritage and
Identity

everyday use short story by alice walker stands as a seminal work in American
literature that intricately explores themes of heritage, identity, and the
varying perceptions of cultural legacy within a single African American
family. Published in 1973, this short story remains a vital text in both
academic and literary circles due to its profound commentary on the complex
relationship between past and present, tradition and modernity. Alice
Walker’s narrative deftly captures the tension between characters who embody
different attitudes toward their cultural heritage, making it ripe for
analysis in the context of African American history, feminism, and cultural
identity.



In-Depth Analysis of Everyday Use Short Story
by Alice Walker

At its core, everyday use short story by alice walker examines the divergent
ways individuals appreciate and interpret their heritage. The story revolves
around a mother and her two daughters, Dee and Maggie, whose contrasting
personalities and worldviews illuminate the central conflict. Walker uses the
domestic setting as a microcosm to explore broader societal issues, such as
the reclaiming of African roots during the Black Power movement and the
evolution of identity in a post-Civil Rights America.

The narrative is presented through the perspective of the mother, often
referred to simply as Mama, whose grounded and pragmatic approach to life
contrasts sharply with Dee’s more flamboyant and outwardly intellectual
stance. Dee returns home after some years away, adorned with new cultural
aesthetics and a desire to adopt her African heritage in a manner that seems
performative to Mama and Maggie. This juxtaposition highlights the ongoing
discourse on the authenticity of cultural expression and the commodification
of heritage in contemporary society.

Thematic Exploration: Heritage and Identity

One of the most compelling aspects of everyday use short story by alice
walker is its exploration of heritage, not as a static relic but as a living,
breathing part of everyday life. The story challenges the notion that
heritage is merely for aesthetic appreciation or symbolic display. Instead,
Walker advocates for a more intimate and functional understanding of cultural
legacy, as embodied by Mama and Maggie, who use family heirlooms such as
quilts in their daily lives.

The quilts, central symbols within the story, serve as metaphors for the
family’s history and the continuum of tradition. These handcrafted quilts,
pieced together from scraps of clothing worn by ancestors, represent a
tangible connection to the past. While Dee wishes to hang the quilts as art,
signifying a preservationist or museum-like view of heritage, Mama ultimately
decides to give them to Maggie, who will continue the tradition of everyday
use. This decision underscores the story’s message about the importance of
valuing practical heritage over superficial or external displays.

Character Dynamics and Symbolism

Walker’s characters are richly developed and serve as vessels for contrasting
ideologies. Mama’s characterization as a strong, hardworking woman who takes
pride in her roots offers a grounded counterpoint to Dee’s more radical and
sometimes alienated self-presentation. Dee’s new name, “Wangero Leewanika
Kemanjo,” symbolizes her effort to reclaim African identity, yet it also



creates a distance between her and her immediate family, suggesting a
disconnect that speaks to debates around cultural authenticity.

Maggie, often overshadowed by her sister, represents humility and continuity.
Scarred and shy, Maggie embodies the quiet resilience of those who live their
heritage rather than display it. Mama’s narrative voice, filled with
colloquial language and straightforwardness, adds an authentic texture to the
story, making the cultural tensions and familial bonds palpable.

Literary Techniques and Narrative Style

Alice Walker'’'s storytelling in everyday use short story by alice walker is
marked by its simplicity and accessibility, which belies the complexity of
the themes she addresses. The first-person narrative provides an intimate
glimpse into Mama’s worldview, blending warmth with subtle critique. This
perspective invites readers to engage directly with the emotional stakes of
the conflict without the distancing effect of a neutral narrator.

Walker's use of symbolism, particularly through objects like the quilts, the
butter churn, and even the house itself, enriches the narrative’s layers.
These objects move beyond mere props to become repositories of memory and
identity. Furthermore, the story’s dialogue captures the nuances of African
American vernacular speech, adding authenticity and depth to character
interactions.

Contextual Relevance and Cultural Impact

Understanding everyday use short story by alice walker within its historical
and cultural context enhances appreciation for its enduring relevance.
Written during a period of heightened awareness of African American identity
and cultural reclamation in the 1970s, the story reflects tensions between
assimilation and cultural pride. Dee’s character can be seen as embodying the
Black Power movement'’s emphasis on reconnecting with African roots, while
Mama and Maggie represent a more traditional, perhaps conservative, approach
to heritage.

This clash remains pertinent today, as debates about cultural appropriation,
identity politics, and the commercialization of heritage continue to evolve.
Walker’s narrative encourages readers to consider how heritage is honored and
who gets to define its meaning, raising questions about the intersection of
personal experience and collective history.

Practical Insights for Literature Students and



Educators

For students and educators, everyday use short story by alice walker offers a
fertile ground for discussion and analysis. The story’'s concise length and
layered themes make it an ideal text for exploring literary devices such as
symbolism, characterization, and narrative perspective. It also opens
pathways into interdisciplinary studies involving African American studies,
feminist theory, and cultural anthropology.

When teaching the story, it is useful to focus on:

e The significance of the quilts as a symbol of heritage.

e The contrasting attitudes toward cultural identity represented by Dee
and Maggie.

e The narrative voice and how Mama’'s perspective shapes the reader’s
understanding.

e The historical context of the 1970s African American cultural movements.

e The story’s relevance to contemporary discussions about race, identity,
and cultural preservation.

Engaging students in debates about the appropriation versus appreciation of
culture can further deepen their critical thinking and empathy.

Comparative Perspectives: Everyday Use and
Other Works by Alice Walker

Placing everyday use short story by alice walker alongside other works by the
author reveals consistent thematic preoccupations, such as the exploration of
womanhood, resilience, and cultural roots. For example, Walker’s novel The
Color Purple also delves into the lived experiences of African American
women, emphasizing empowerment and self-discovery. However, everyday use 1is
notable for its focus on intergenerational dynamics and the negotiation of
heritage within a family unit.

n

Comparatively, other short stories by Walker, such as “The Flowers,” also
utilize symbolism and a strong narrative voice to address themes of
innocence, trauma, and racial identity. This thematic cohesion across her
oeuvre underscores Walker’s commitment to portraying nuanced African American

experiences with honesty and empathy.



SE0 Keywords and Phrases Naturally Integrated

Throughout this article, key phrases such as “everyday use short story by
alice walker,” “themes in Everyday Use,” “Alice Walker heritage story,”
“African American cultural identity,” and “symbolism in Everyday Use” have
been naturally woven into the analysis to enhance SEO without disrupting
readability. These keywords help capture the interest of students, educators,
and literary enthusiasts searching for insightful commentary on this classic
work.

In examining the multifaceted layers of everyday use short story by alice
walker, it becomes clear that the story’s power lies in its ability to
provoke reflection on how we honor our past and define ourselves in the
present. Walker’s nuanced portrayal of a family grappling with identity and
heritage continues to inspire dialogue and understanding across generations
and cultures.

Everyday Use Short Story By Alice Walker

everyday use short story by alice walker: Everyday Use Alice Walker, 1994 Presents the text
of Alice Walker's story Everyday Use; contains background essays that provide insight into the story;
and features a selection of critical response. Includes a chronology and an interview with the author.

everyday use short story by alice walker: A Study Guide to Alice Walker's Everyday Use
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide to Alice Walker's Everyday Use, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students series. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your
research needs.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Alice Walker's Short Story Everyday Use Martin
Eder, 2014-09-22 Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject English - Pedagogy, Didactics,
Literature Studies, grade: 2,0, University of Passau, language: English, abstract: This term paper
provides the concept of a teaching unit concerning the short story Everyday Use by Alice Walker.
Apart from the different analyses there should also be given an overview of recommendations and
possibilities that could be used for creating a teaching unit. Everyday Use was published in 1973 and
is basically about a black mother and her two daughters. Whereas one daughter, Dee, had the
possibility to go to school and visit college, Maggie, the younger daughter, still lives with her mother
and did not enjoy higher education. One day, Dee, who is accompanied by her boyfriend, visits her
mother and her sister at her old home. As the story continues it becomes clear that obvious
differences have developed between the opinions of Dee and her mother alternatively her sister.

everyday use short story by alice walker: The Quilt in the Short Story "Everyday Use" by
Alice Walker as a Symbol for the Appreciation of the Heritage of African-American People
Nina Schiitze, 2018-08-27 Essay from the year 2017 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: -, Bielefeld University (Fakultat fur Linguistik und
Literaturwissenschaft), language: English, abstract: This essay deals with the short story “Everyday
Use” by Alice Walker, which was first published in 1973 as a part of the short story collection In
Love and Trouble. The short story contains many symbols, one of them a handmade quilt, which the
two sisters Maggie and Dee (or “Wangero”, as she calls herself) both want to have, but for different


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-178/everyday-use-short-story-by-alice-walker.pdf

reasons. In this essay I am going to show that the handmade quilt as a family heritage both
symbolises the appreciation of the history of the family and the history of the African-American
people. I will also argue that the two sisters, who both want to have the quilt, represent different
ideas of how to appreciate the family’s heritage and their origin: While Maggie sees the quilt as an
everyday object and wants to maintain the traditions, Dee wants to keep it as a piece of art to depict
it as an artefact of a past life, which is no longer reality for her and the African-American people.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Fiction Laurie G. Kirszner, 1993-09-23 Includes the
fiction section from Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing 2/e with three student papers and works
by women, minority, non-Western and contemporary authors.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Handbook of the American Short Story Erik
Redling, Oliver Scheiding, 2022-01-19 The American short story has always been characterized by
exciting aesthetic innovations and an immense range of topics. This handbook offers students and
researchers a comprehensive introduction to the multifaceted genre with a special focus on recent
developments due to the rise of new media. Part I provides systematic overviews of significant
contexts ranging from historical-political backgrounds, short story theories developed by writers,
print and digital culture, to current theoretical approaches and canon formation. Part II consists of
35 paired readings of representative short stories by eminent authors, charting major steps in the
evolution of the American short story from its beginnings as an art form in the early nineteenth
century up to the digital age. The handbook examines historically, methodologically, and
theoretically the coming together of the enduring narrative practice of compression and concision in
American literature. It offers fresh and original readings relevant to studying the American short
story and shows how the genre performs American culture.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Between Mothers and Daughters Susan
Koppelman, 1987 In this poignant multicultural collection of short stories by American women
writers, mothers and daughters describe their conflicts and consolations, their trusts and mistrusts,
their loves and hates. Including stories written between the 1840s and the 1990s, Between Mothers
and Daughters explores the maternal and filial bonds between women and investigates the practice
of family, exposing the complicated, bittersweet truths of women's intergenerational relationships.
Newly revised and updated, this edition of the classic anthology includes several new stories and an
expanded introduction that revisits this ancient relationship with fresh vision and insight. Book
jacket.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Alice Walker Gerri Bates, 2005-10-30 Alice Walker,
born in Eatonton, Georgia in 1944, overcame a disadvantaged sharecropping background, blindness
in one eye, and the tense times of the Civil Rights Movement to become one of the world's most
respected African American writers. While attending both Spelman and Sarah Lawrence Colleges,
Walker began to draw on both her personal tragedies and those of her community to write poetry,
essays, short stories, and novels that would tell the virtually untold stories of oppressed African and
African American women, providing readers with hope and inspiring activisim. Perhaps best known
for her novel The Color Purple (1982), which won the Pulitzer Prize in 1983 and became a
controversial film three years later, Walker has introduced and developed womanist theory, criticism
and practice, and continues to champion the causes of women of color by encouraging their strength
and liberation in her life and her writings. Literary works analyzed in this volume: The Third Life of
Grange Copeland, Meridian, The Color Purple, The Temple of My Familiar, Possessing the Secret of
Joy, By the Light of My Father's Smile, The Way Forward Is With a Broken Heart, Now is the Time to
Open Your Heart.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Alice Walker Sterling Professor of Humanities
Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a selection of criticism devoted to the fiction of African American
author Alice Walker.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Reading and Interpreting the Works of Alice
Walker Lisa A. Crayton, 2016-12-15 Growing up poor in a small town in Georgia, Alice Walker
became aware of the effects of prejudice and segregation at a young age. She would later call on



these early experiences when writing her most famous novel, The Color Purple. But the themes of
Walker{]s prose and poetry extend far beyond race, including women([]s issues, religion,
relationships, and culture. This text explores the many themes of her work, as well as her use of
characterization, literary devices, and plot. Through biographical information, quotes from the
author, excerpts from texts, and critical analysis, readers will obtain a strong appreciation for the
life and works of this controversial and esteemed author.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Understanding Alice Walker Thadious M. Davis,
2021-08-20 Understanding Alice Walker serves both as an introduction to the Pulitzer Prize and
National Book Award winner's large body of work and as a critical analysis of her multifaceted
canon. Thadious M. Davis begins with Walker's biography and her formative experiences in the
South and then presents ways of accessing and reading Walker's complex, interconnected, and
sociopolitically invested career in writing fiction, poetry, critical essays, and meditations. Although
best known for her novel The Color Purple and her landmark essays In Search of Our Mothers'
Gardens: Womanist Prose, Walker began her career with Once: Poems, The Third Life of Grange
Copeland, and In Love and Trouble: Stories of Black Women. She has remained committed not
merely to writing in multiple genres but also to conveying narratives of the hope and transformation
possible within the human condition and as visualized through the lens of race and gender. Davis
traces Walker's literary voice as it emerges from the civil rights and feminist movements to
encourage an individual and collective search for justice and joy and then evolves into forceful
advocacy for world peace, spiritual liberation, and environmental conservancy. Her writing, a rich
amalgamation of the cutting-edge and popular, the new-age and difficult, continues to be paradigm
shifting and among the most important produced in the last half of the twentieth century and among
the most consistently prophetic in the first part of the twenty-first century.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Study Guide to The Color Purple and Other Works
by Alice Walker Intelligent Education, 2020-06-28 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth
explanation, essay, and test prep for selected works by Alice Walker, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for
Fiction and the National Book Award in 1983. Titles in this study guide include The Color Purple,
You Can’t Keep a Good Woman Down, The Third Life of Grange, Revolutionary Petunias, Once,
Meridian, and In Love & Trouble: Stories of Black Women, Good Night Willie Lee, and I'll See You in
the Morning. As a world renowned author of African American literature, Walker established her
reputation in poetry, short stories, essays, novels, and even children's stories. Moreover, she coined
the term “womanist” to describe feminist women of color, first exemplified in The Color Purple. This
Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and history of Walker’s classic work, helping students
to thoroughly explore the reasons they have stood the literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study
Guide contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides -
Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series
offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of literature, exploring characters, critical
commentary, historical background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides encourages readers
to dig deeper in their understanding by including essay questions and answers as well as topics for
further research.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Feminist Literature as Everyday Use Beatriz
Revelles-Benavente, 2025-01-23 What can feminist literature actually do? How can it affect the
world? Does it have the power to change the oppressive structures that it opposes? Drawing on
three of the fundamental wellsprings of feminist theory [] genealogies, methodologies, and politics []
Feminist Literature in the Making argues that it can. A new, materialist perspective, brought to bear
on figures like Woolf, Morrison and Atwood, demonstrates how feminist literature can provide a
methodology for social transformation. Through techniques like diffractive reading, queering time,
and using 'bits and pieces' to break through grand narratives, this book offers a wealth of
opportunities to put its methods of literary critique into practice. In defiance of the edificial
insistence of the Western canon, these practices of these methods reveal new ways of reading as a
practice of continual textual construction, understanding how texts are created and then how to




recreate them. With this concept, literary artifacts can become everyday artifacts [] not only
entanglements between theory, methodology and politics, but tools for feminist interventions and
social transformation.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Alice Walker Caroline Evensen Lazo, 2000-01-01
Discusses the personal life and literary career of the African American woman who won the Pulitzer
Prize for her novel, The Color Purple.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Dress Culture in Late Victorian Women's
Fiction Christine Bayles Kortsch, 2016-05-13 In her immensely readable and richly documented
book, Christine Bayles Kortsch asks us to shift our understanding of late Victorian literary culture by
examining its inextricable relationship with the material culture of dress and sewing. Even as the
Education Acts of 1870, 1880, and 1891 extended the privilege of print literacy to greater numbers
of the populace, stitching samplers continued to be a way of acculturating girls in both print literacy
and what Kortsch terms dress culture. Kortsch explores nineteenth-century women's education,
sewing and needlework, mainstream fashion, alternative dress movements, working-class labor in
the textile industry, and forms of social activism, showing how dual literacy in dress and print
cultures linked women writers with their readers. Focusing on Victorian novels written between
1870 and 1900, Kortsch examines fiction by writers such as Olive Schreiner, Ella Hepworth Dixon,
Margaret Oliphant, Sarah Grand, and Gertrude Dix, with attention to influential predecessors like
Elizabeth Gaskell, Charlotte Bronte, and George Eliot. Periodicals, with their juxtaposition of
journalism, fiction, and articles on dress and sewing are particularly fertile sites for exploring the
close linkages between print and dress cultures. Informed by her examinations of costume
collections in British and American museums, Kortsch's book broadens our view of New Woman
fiction and its relationship both to dress culture and to contemporary women's fiction.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Home Is Where Your Politics Are Jessica A.
Scott, 2024-06-14 Home Is Where Your Politics Are is a transnational consideration of queer and
trans activism in the US South and South Africa. Through ethnographic exploration of queer and
trans activist work in both places, Jessica Scott paints a vibrant picture of what life is like in relation
to a narrative that says that queer life is harder, if not impossible, in rural areas and on the African
continent. The book asks questions like, what do activists in these places care about and how do
stories about where they live get in the way of the life they envision for the queer and trans people
for whom they advocate? Answers to these questions provide insight that only these activists have,
into the complexity of locally based advocacy strategies in a globalized world.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Writing about Literature with 2009 MLA
Update Diana Hacker, 2009-06-03

everyday use short story by alice walker: “My Soul Is A Witness” Carol Henderson,
2021-03-29 This special collection assembles some of the most pre-eminent scholars in the field in
African, African American, and American Studies to explore the ways writers reclaim the Black
female body in African American literature using the theoretical, social, cultural, and religious
frameworks of spirituality and religion. Central to these discussions is Black women'’s agency within
these realms—their uncanny ability to invent and reinvent themselves within individual and
communal spaces that frame them as both outsider and insider, unworthy and worthy, deviant and
sacred, excess and minimal. Scholars have sought to discuss these tensions, acknowledged and
affirmed in prose, poetry, music, essays, speeches, written plays, or short stories. Forgiveness,
healing, redemption, and reclamation provide entry into these vibrant explorations of self-discovery,
passion, and self-creation that interrogate traditional views of what is spiritual and what is religious.
Discussed writers include Toni Morrison, Phillis Wheatley, James Baldwin, Tina McElroy Ansa, Toni
Cade Bambara, and Thomas Dorsey.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Granny Midwives and Black Women Writers
Valerie Lee, 1996 Midwives, women healers and root workers have been central figures in the
African American folk traditions. Particularly in Black communities in the rural south, these women
served vital social, cultural and political functions. It was believed that they possessed magical



powers: they negotiated the barrier between life and death and were often regarded as the knower
in a community. Today even as medical science has discredited or superseded their power, granny
midwives have resurfaced as pivotal characters in the narratives of contemporary African American
literature. GrannyMidwives and Black Women Writersexamines the lives of realgranny midwives and
other healers--through oral narratives, ethnographic research and documentation--and considers
them in tandem with their fictional counterparts in the work of Toni Morrison, Gloria Naylor, Alice
Walker and others.

everyday use short story by alice walker: Where God Comes From Ira Livingston, 2012-10-26
What happens when language and thought come face-to-face with their maker: the self-organizing
processes out of which they emerge?,
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'‘Everyday' vs. 'Every Day': Explaining Which to Use | Merriam When used to modify another
word, everyday is written as a single word (“an everyday occurrence,” “ everyday clothes,
everyday life”). When you want to indicate that something
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