desire love stories in western culture

Desire Love Stories in Western Culture: Exploring Passion and Romance Across
Time

desire love stories in western culture have long captured the imagination of
audiences, weaving tales of passion, longing, and emotional intensity that
resonate deeply across generations. From ancient myths and Shakespearean
dramas to contemporary novels and films, these stories reflect the
complexities of human attraction and the powerful force of desire in shaping
relationships. But what makes desire so central to Western narratives of
love, and how has its portrayal evolved over time? Let’s dive into the rich
tapestry of desire love stories in Western culture, exploring their origins,
themes, and enduring appeal.

The Roots of Desire in Western Love Stories

Desire as an element of love stories is not unique to Western culture, but
its expression has distinctive characteristics shaped by historical,
philosophical, and artistic influences. Ancient Greek mythology and
literature laid the groundwork by intertwining desire with fate and the
divine. Characters like Aphrodite, the goddess of love and desire, symbolize
the irresistible pull of attraction, often leading to both ecstasy and
tragedy.

In Rome, poets such as Ovid explored desire through works like
"Metamorphoses," where transformations fueled by love and longing reveal the
fluid and sometimes dangerous nature of desire. These early narratives set a
precedent for Western literature to treat desire not just as a physical
impulse but as a profound emotional and psychological experience.

Medieval and Renaissance Interpretations

Moving into the Medieval period, desire in love stories took on a more
chivalric and spiritual dimension. The ideals of courtly love, popularized by
troubadours and poets, framed desire as an ennobling force that inspired
knights to perform great deeds for their beloved. This era’s stories often
portrayed desire as both pure and unattainable, emphasizing longing over
fulfillment.

The Renaissance brought a shift towards humanism, celebrating desire as part
of human nature. Shakespeare’s plays, such as "Romeo and Juliet" and "Antony
and Cleopatra," capture the intensity and often tragic consequences of
desire. His characters embody the tension between social constraints and
personal passion—an enduring theme in Western desire love stories.



Themes and Motifs in Desire Love Stories

Desire love stories in Western culture often revolve around several core
themes and motifs that make these narratives compelling and relatable.

Forbidden Love and Social Barriers

One of the most prevalent themes is forbidden love, where desire clashes with
societal norms, family expectations, or moral codes. This tension heightens
the emotional stakes and often leads to dramatic conflict. Classic examples
include "Romeo and Juliet," where family feuds create an insurmountable
obstacle, and more modern tales like "The Great Gatsby," where social class
and personal ambition complicate romantic desire.

The Pursuit of the Ideal Lover

Many stories explore the quest for an idealized beloved, a figure who
embodies perfection in beauty, virtue, or allure. This pursuit can be both
inspiring and destructive, as characters grapple with their own desires and
illusions. The archetype of the femme fatale or the unattainable muse often
appears in these narratives, symbolizing desire’s elusive nature.

Transformation Through Desire

Desire is frequently depicted as a transformative force. Characters may
change physically, emotionally, or morally as a result of their longing. This
motif is evident in fairy tales and myths where love’s desire triggers
magical or spiritual metamorphosis—think of "Beauty and the Beast" or the
myth of Psyche and Eros. In Western culture, such stories emphasize desire’s
power to awaken self-awareness and growth.

Desire Love Stories in Contemporary Western
Media

While the classics laid the foundation, modern Western culture continues to
reinvent desire love stories to reflect changing social attitudes and
complexities of modern relationships.



Romantic Novels and Desire

Contemporary romance novels often focus on the nuanced portrayal of desire,
blending emotional intimacy with physical attraction. Authors explore
consent, communication, and the psychological dimensions of desire, moving
beyond the simplistic "love at first sight" trope. Series like Nora Roberts’
or Nicholas Sparks’ works illustrate how desire can be both a source of joy
and conflict in relationships.

Film and Television

Hollywood and Western television have been instrumental in popularizing
desire love stories globally. Films like "Titanic" and TV shows Llike
"Outlander" showcase desire as a powerful narrative engine, driving
characters to defy odds and challenge conventions. These stories often
highlight the tension between individual passion and external pressures, a
theme that resonates with audiences navigating the complexities of modern
love.

The Role of Desire in LGBTQ+ Narratives

Recent decades have seen a significant expansion in the portrayal of desire
within LGBTQ+ love stories in Western culture. These narratives challenge
traditional heteronormative frameworks, offering fresh perspectives on
desire’s expression and obstacles. From groundbreaking films like "Call Me by
Your Name" to diverse television series, the exploration of desire in queer
contexts enriches the broader cultural understanding of love and passion.

Why Desire Love Stories Remain Enduringly
Popular

There’s something universally compelling about desire love stories in Western
culture that keeps them relevant and beloved. Here are a few reasons why they
continue to captivate:

e Emotional Intensity: Desire taps into deep-seated emotions, making
stories more engaging and impactful.

e Relatability: Everyone experiences desire in some form, making these
narratives resonate on a personal level.

e Conflict and Drama: Desire often introduces tension and obstacles,
essential ingredients for compelling storytelling.



e Exploration of Identity: Through desire, characters confront who they
are and what they truly want.

e Cultural Reflection: These stories mirror societal attitudes toward
love, sex, and relationships, evolving alongside cultural shifts.

Tips for Appreciating Desire Love Stories

If you’re looking to deepen your appreciation for desire love stories in
Western culture, consider these approaches:

=

. Understand the Historical Context: Knowing the era and societal norms
can enrich your interpretation of the story’s themes.

2. Look Beyond the Surface: Desire isn't just physical attraction; it often
represents deeper emotional or existential yearnings.

3. Notice the Symbolism: Pay attention to metaphors and motifs that reveal
the story’s underlying messages about desire.

4. Explore Diverse Narratives: Seek out stories from different time
periods, genres, and perspectives to see how desire is portrayed
uniquely.

Desire love stories in Western culture continue to evolve, reflecting the
changing ways people understand love, attraction, and human connection.
Whether in the pages of a classic novel, the scenes of a blockbuster film, or
the episodes of a streaming series, the power of desire remains a compelling
force that invites us to explore what it truly means to love and be loved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common themes in desire love stories 1n
Western culture?

Common themes include forbidden love, unrequited desire, passionate romance,
conflict between societal expectations and personal feelings, and the
transformative power of love.

How has the portrayal of desire in love stories



evolved in Western culture?

Portrayals have shifted from idealized, often chaste depictions to more
complex and realistic explorations of passion, consent, and emotional
intimacy, reflecting changing social attitudes.

Which famous Western love stories focus on the theme
of desire?

Notable examples include Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet," Emily Bronté's
“Wuthering Heights," and more contemporary works like "The Great Gatsby" by
F. Scott Fitzgerald.

How does desire influence character development in
Western love stories?

Desire often acts as a catalyst for growth, conflict, and transformation,
pushing characters to confront their values, make difficult choices, and
evolve emotionally.

What role does societal constraint play in desire
love stories in Western culture?

Societal constraints such as class, religion, and gender roles frequently
create obstacles that heighten the tension and drama in desire-driven love
stories.

Are desire love stories in Western culture typically
portrayed positively or negatively?

They are portrayed with nuance; desire can lead to profound connection and
fulfillment but also to conflict, heartbreak, and moral dilemmas.

How do Western desire love stories handle the
balance between physical attraction and emotional
connection?

Many stories explore the interplay between physical desire and emotional
intimacy, often emphasizing that true love requires both elements.

What impact have desire love stories had on Western
cultural norms about romance?

They have shaped ideas about romantic ideals, the acceptability of passion,
and the importance of personal choice in love, influencing social attitudes
and media portrayals.



How are gender roles typically depicted in desire
love stories in Western culture?

Traditionally, gender roles often reinforced stereotypes of male pursuit and
female passivity, but modern stories increasingly challenge and diversify
these roles.

Can desire love stories in Western culture be linked
to specific historical periods or movements?

Yes, for example, Romanticism emphasized intense emotional desire, while the
sexual revolution of the 1960s led to more open and varied portrayals of
desire in love stories.

Additional Resources

Desire Love Stories in Western Culture: An Exploration of Passion and
Identity

desire love stories in western culture have long captivated audiences,
reflecting deep-seated emotions and societal norms surrounding intimacy,
romance, and personal identity. From Shakespearean dramas to contemporary
cinema, these narratives reveal the evolving discourse on desire, power
dynamics, and cultural values within Western societies. This article delves
into the historical roots, thematic elements, and cultural significance of
desire-driven love stories, while examining how they continue to shape and
mirror Western cultural identities.

The Historical Context of Desire in Western
Love Narratives

Desire as a central theme in Western love stories can be traced back to
classical antiquity, where Greek and Roman myths explored the complexities of
passion and longing. Stories such as the tragic romance of Orpheus and
Eurydice or the intense love of Antony and Cleopatra illustrated desire’s
power to both uplift and destroy. These early narratives set a precedent for
exploring love as a multifaceted emotion involving both physical attraction
and profound emotional connection.

During the medieval period, courtly love emerged as a dominant motif in
Western literature, emphasizing noble and often unattainable desire. The
chivalric codes idealized the lover’s devotion, frequently focusing on a
knight’s pursuit of a lady’s affection, which was both a spiritual and a
sensual longing. This period’s literature, including the works of troubadours
and poets like Dante Alighieri, framed desire as a transformative force with
moral and ethical dimensions.



The Renaissance and Enlightenment eras saw a shift toward more
individualistic and psychological interpretations of desire. Shakespeare’s
plays, for instance, dissect desire’s role in human relationships, portraying
it as a potent and sometimes destructive force. The complexity of characters
like Romeo and Juliet or Othello reflects a nuanced understanding of desire,
encompassing jealousy, obsession, and idealization.

Modern Portrayals of Desire in Western Love
Stories

Romanticism and the Celebration of Passion

The 19th-century Romantic movement intensified the portrayal of desire as an
overwhelming and often uncontrollable passion. Writers such as the Bronté
sisters and Lord Byron encapsulated this through protagonists driven by
strong emotional and physical longing. In novels like "Wuthering Heights,"
desire transcended social conventions, highlighting tension between societal
expectations and individual feelings.

Romanticism’s focus on nature and emotion positioned desire as a fundamental
human experience, often linked to existential themes of freedom and
authenticity. This era's love stories underscored the conflict between
personal longing and external constraints, a motif that persists in Western
cultural narratives.

Contemporary Depictions: Complexity and Diversity

In the 20th and 21st centuries, desire love stories in Western culture have
become increasingly complex, reflecting broader social changes, including the
rise of feminism, LGBTQ+ rights, and evolving attitudes toward sexuality.
Contemporary literature and film frequently challenge traditional
heteronormative frameworks, exploring diverse expressions of desire and
identity.

For example, novels like Jeanette Winterson'’s "Oranges Are Not the Only
Fruit" and films such as "Call Me by Your Name" present desire as a fluid and
multifaceted experience, emphasizing personal discovery and societal
negotiation. These narratives often confront taboos and question established
moralities, illustrating the shifting landscape of love and desire.

Moreover, psychological realism has become a hallmark of recent desire love
stories. Characters are portrayed with greater emotional depth, exploring
internal conflicts and motivations. This approach allows for a more authentic
representation of human relationships, acknowledging the ambiguities and



contradictions inherent in desire.

Thematic Elements in Desire Love Stories

Desire love stories in Western culture consistently engage with several key
themes that resonate across time and medium:

e Forbidden Love: Whether due to social class, race, or gender, forbidden
love remains a potent narrative device, underscoring desire’s capacity
to challenge societal norms.

e Power and Control: Desire often intertwines with power dynamics,
revealing how attraction can be both empowering and oppressive.

e Identity and Self-Discovery: Love stories frequently serve as a journey
toward understanding one’s true self, with desire acting as a catalyst
for transformation.

e Transience and Mortality: The fleeting nature of desire and love
confronts characters with existential questions, reflecting Western
philosophical traditions.

These themes illustrate the multifaceted nature of desire, which is not
simply an emotion but a complex social and psychological phenomenon
interwoven with cultural values.

The Role of Gender and Sexuality

A critical aspect of desire love stories in Western culture is the evolving
portrayal of gender roles and sexual identities. Historically, narratives
often reinforced traditional patriarchal structures, with male desire
dominating and female desire being marginalized or idealized. However,
feminist critiques and queer theory have prompted a reevaluation of these
portrayals.

Contemporary stories increasingly depict female desire in its own right,
acknowledging women’s agency and sexual autonomy. Similarly, LGBTQ+
narratives have gained prominence, challenging binary conceptions of desire
and broadening the cultural understanding of love. This shift contributes to
a more inclusive and realistic representation of human experiences in Western
literature and media.



Desire in Western Popular Culture and Media

The influence of desire love stories extends beyond literature into film,
television, and music, where they play a significant role in shaping public
perceptions of romance.

Film and Television

Hollywood and European cinema have long capitalized on desire narratives,
from classic romantic dramas to modern romantic comedies and erotica. Films
like "Casablanca" and "Gone with the Wind" depict desire entwined with
historical and political upheavals, illustrating how love stories can reflect
larger cultural anxieties.

In recent decades, television series have offered nuanced explorations of
desire, often through serialized storytelling that allows for character
development over time. Shows such as "Outlander" and "Normal People" delve
into the complexities of relationships, intimacy, and emotional
vulnerability, resonating with contemporary audiences seeking authenticity.

Music and Desire

Music, especially within Western pop and rock traditions, frequently channels
desire’s emotional intensity. Lyrics and performances express longing,
heartbreak, and ecstasy, contributing to the cultural imagination of love.
Artists like Adele, The Weeknd, and Beyoncé have crafted songs that explore
desire’s many facets, influencing societal attitudes and personal experiences
of love.

The Cultural Impact and Critiques of Desire
Love Stories

While desire love stories are celebrated for their emotional depth and
artistic merit, they are not without criticism. Some scholars argue that
these narratives perpetuate unrealistic expectations about romance,
idealizing passion to the detriment of healthy relationships. The trope of
“love at first sight” or the glorification of obsessive desire may contribute
to misunderstandings about consent and emotional boundaries.

Conversely, proponents highlight how these stories provide valuable insights
into human psychology and social dynamics, fostering empathy and cultural
dialogue. The ongoing reinterpretation of desire narratives in Western
culture signals a collective effort to reconcile tradition with contemporary



values.
As society continues to evolve, desire love stories remain a vital medium

through which Western culture examines and expresses the complexities of
human connection, reflecting both timeless emotions and changing realities.

Desire Love Stories In Western Culture

desire love stories in western culture: Desire Catherine Belsey, 1994-12-05 In the light of
poststructuralist theory, and with reference to the work of Lacan and Derrida in particular,
Catherine Belsey argues that fiction - including poetry, drama and film - is paradoxically the most
serious location of writing about desire in Western cultura. Beginning with the celebration of true
love in contemporary popular romance, and the reluctant scepticism of postmodern novels, she goes
on to explore past representation of passion by Chretien de Troyes, Malory, Spenser, Donne, Keats,
Edgar Allan Poe, Tennyson and Bram Stoker. Belsey also discusses the role of desire in the utopian
writings of Plato, More and William Morris, as well as its treatment by a range of speculative
feminists, from Charlotte perkins Gilman to Marge Piercy.

desire love stories in western culture: The Cambridge History of Literary Criticism: Volume
9, Twentieth-Century Historical, Philosophical and Psychological Perspectives George Alexander
Kennedy, Christa Knellwolf, 1989 This ninth volume in The Cambridge History of Literary Criticism
presents a wide-ranging survey of developments in literary criticism and theory during the last
century. Drawing on the combined expertise of a large team of specialist scholars, it offers an
authoritative account of the various movements of thought that have made the late twentieth
century such a richly productive period in the history of criticism. The aim has been to cover
developments which have had greatest impact on the academic study of literature, along with
background chapters that place those movements in a broader, intellectual, national and
socio-cultural perspective. In comparison with Volumes Seven and Eight, also devoted to
twentieth-century developments, there is marked emphasis on the rethinking of historical and
philosophical approaches, which have emerged, especially during the past two decades, as among
the most challenging areas of debate.

desire love stories in western culture: La Reine Margot Julianne Pidduck, 2005 Julianne
Pidduck's Cine-File does justice to this film, examining it as part of an influential recent cycle of
French historical 'super-productions' including Cyrano de Bergerac and Germinal and exploring its
social and political contexts, in particular how La Reine Margot's depiction of Renaissance religious
intolerance offers a haunting allegory for twentieth-century French and European
experience.--Jacket.

desire love stories in western culture: Women, Writing, and the Theater in the Early Modern
Period Annette Kreis-Schinck, 2001 The previous revolutionary period in England had changed the
nation enough for women's participation in all areas of society, politics, and religion to become
feasible and visible. This emergent visibility gave them a chance to become actresses after 1661, and
sparked their desire to offer contributions to the public stage after 1669.--BOOK JACKET.

desire love stories in western culture: Desert Passions Hsu-Ming Teo, 2012-11-15 The
Sheik—E. M. Hull’s best-selling novel that became a wildly popular film starring Rudolph
Valentino—kindled “sheik fever” across the Western world in the 1920s. A craze for all things
romantically “Oriental” swept through fashion, film, and literature, spawning imitations and
parodies without number. While that fervor has largely subsided, tales of passion between Western
women and Arab men continue to enthrall readers of today’s mass-market romance novels. In this
groundbreaking cultural history, Hsu-Ming Teo traces the literary lineage of these desert romances
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and historical bodice rippers from the twelfth to the twenty-first century and explores the gendered
cultural and political purposes that they have served at various historical moments. Drawing on
“high” literature, erotica, and popular romance fiction and films, Teo examines the changing
meanings of Orientalist tropes such as crusades and conversion, abduction by Barbary pirates,
sexual slavery, the fear of renegades, the Oriental despot and his harem, the figure of the powerful
Western concubine, and fantasies of escape from the harem. She analyzes the impact of imperialism,
decolonization, sexual liberation, feminism, and American involvement in the Middle East on
women’s Orientalist fiction. Teo suggests that the rise of female-authored romance novels
dramatically transformed the nature of Orientalism because it feminized the discourse; made white
women central as producers, consumers, and imagined actors; and revised, reversed, or collapsed
the binaries inherent in traditional analyses of Orientalism.

desire love stories in western culture: Perilous Passions: Ethics and Emotion in Early
Modern Spain Hilaire Kallendorf,

desire love stories in western culture: Unwrapping Transcultural Romantic Love
Relationships Claude-Hélene Mayer, 2023-06-01 This research study explores the interlinkages of
three major themes, namely transcultural romantic love relationships (TRLRs), sense of coherence
(SOC), and identity development (ID) in individuals who are presently involved in romantic love
relationships (RLR) with partners from different cultural or ethnic backgrounds. The study uses a
qualitative research design within the hermeneutical interpretative research paradigm, aiming to
understand the interlinkages of TRLR, SOC, and ID. Based on purposive and snowball sampling
techniques, the study includes 22 participants (12 female and 10 male) between 23 and 68 years of
age, from 14 different (self-defined) cultural backgrounds. At the time of the interview, participants
had been in TRLRs for at least 6 months to a maximum of 26 years. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews and analysed through content analysis. Qualitative quality criteria and
ethical considerations were applied. The findings show that TRLRs are firmly based on relationship
qualities, strong feelings, common actions, spirituality, and future orientation. Further, the findings
present clear interlinkages between TRLR and SOC, contributing positively to meaningfulness,
manageability, and comprehensibility. Finally, TRLRs support SOC on intrapersonal, cultural, and
interpersonal levels. In addition, they influence the development of identity awareness, actions,
feelings, and sexual SOC. Conclusions, limitations, and recommendations for theory and practice are
provided.

desire love stories in western culture: Oral Discourse and Education Bronwyn Davies, P.
Corson, 2013-11-01 Oral Discourse and Education examines spoken language as a field of study,
looking at the various ways in which we can both theorise the place of talk in education, and
examine the way talk is actually done in educational settings. Given the centrality of literacy-based
practices in schools, a book focusing on talk brings quite different and important perspectives to the
study of education. Talk is something that has all too often been devalued and taken for granted.
What becomes evident throughout the papers included in this volume is that talk is of central
importance in establishing identities and the cultures in which those identities are located. However,
because we are unused to reflexively examining the way we talk, there is a serious disjuncture
between what we believe talk should achieve and what can be seen to be achieved in actual talk in
educational settings. Anyone interested in teaching should read this book. Becoming more aware of
the centrality of talk and what it achieves is important both for enabling us to find ways to bring our
ideals more in line with our practices and for being able to recognise and reflect on the ways our
talk can be achieving things quite other than what we intend. This book is relevant to teachers at
primary, secondary and tertiary levels and for researchers interested in spoken language in
educational contexts.

desire love stories in western culture: Canadian Literature Faye Hammill, 2007-09-13 An
important critical study of Canadian literature, placing internationally successful anglophone
Canadian authors in the context of their national literary history. While the focus of the book is on
twentieth-century and contemporary writing, it also charts the historical development of Canadian



literature and discusses important eighteenth- and nineteenth-century authors. The chapters focus
on four central topics in Canadian culture: Ethnicity, Race, Colonisation; Wildernesses, Cities,
Regions; Desire; and Histories and Stories. Each chapter combines case studies of five key texts with
a broad discussion of concepts and approaches, including postcolonial and postmodern reading
strategies and theories of space, place and desire. Authors chosen for close analysis include
Margaret Atwood, Michael Ondaatje, Alice Munro, Leonard Cohen, Thomas King and Carol Shields.

desire love stories in western culture: Tragedy John Drakakis, Naomi Conn Liebler,
2014-05-12 This wide-ranging and unique collection of documents on one of the most enduring of
literary genres, Tragedy, offers a radical revaluation of its significance in the light of the critical
attention that it has received during the past one-hundred and fifty years. The foundations of much
contemporary thinking about Tragedy are to be found in the writings of Hegel, Nietzsche, and
Kierkegaard; in addition, the dialectical tradition emanating from Marxism, and the
psycho-analytical writings of Freud, have extended significantly the horizons of the subject. With the
explosion of interest in the areas of post-structuralism, sociology of culture, social anthropology,
feminism, deconstruction, and the study of ritual, new questions are being asked about this
persistent artistic exploration of human experience. This book seeks to represent a full selection of
these divergent interests, in a series of substantial extracts which display the continuing richness of
the debate about a genre which has provoked, and challenged categorical discussion since the
appearance of Aristotle's Poetics.

desire love stories in western culture: Edward Said Debjani Ganguly, Ned Curthoys,
2015-03-25 This collection is an enterprise of discovery and critical inquiry into the legacy of one of
late modernity's greatest public intellectuals, Edward Said. Noted contributors, including Bill
Ashcroft, John Docker, Lisa Lowe, Hsu-ming Teo and Patrick Wolfe, address an array of intellectual,
political and cultural issues in their engagement with Said's oeuvre. Exciting new scholarship
highlights the ways in which humanities in the twenty-first century can engage with Said's legacy,
which includes his imbrications of culture and imperialism, his cosmopolitan critique of the idea of
'clash of civilisations', and his belief that the intellectual needs to maintain 'intellectual
performances' on many fronts. The individual chapters achieve a sense of balance between the two
poles of Said's persona: the brilliant and intimidating literary and music critic who invested deeply in
an inclusive and democratic vision of humanism and the outspoken public intellectual who kept alive
the truth of Palestine and the dangers of a settler colonial ethos.

desire love stories in western culture: Geographies of Love Christian Lenz, 2016-04-15
»Geographies of Love« is the first study to explore the cultural lifeworlds of British, Australian and
Indian chick- and ladlit characters. Offering unique case studies including »Bridget Jones's Diaryx,
»About a Boy« and »Almost Single«, the book explores how women and men search for love and how
they commit themselves to romances in specific spaces and places: the home and the office as well
as shops, clubs and bars. This cross-disciplinary study provides scholars, students and keen readers
with multiple points of access and easily-relatable situations. It applies the complex phenomenon of
cultural geographies within the field of literary studies and sheds new light on a most passionate
feeling.

desire love stories in western culture: The Form of Love James Kuzner, 2021-08-03 Can
poetry articulate something about love that philosophy cannot? The Form of Love argues that it can.
In close readings of seven “metaphysical” poems, the book shows how poets of the early modern
period and beyond use poetic form to turn philosophy to other ends, in order not to represent the
truth about love but to create a virtual experience of love, in all its guises. The Form of Love shows
how verse creates love that can’t exist without poetry’s specific affordances, and how poems can, in
their impossibility, prompt love’s radical re-imagining. Like the philosophies on which they draw,
metaphysical poems imagine love as an intense form of non-sovereignty, of giving up control. They
even imagine love as a liberating bondage—to a friend, a beloved, a saint, a God, or a garden. Yet
these poems create strange, striking versions of such love, made in, rather than through, the
devices, structures, and forces where love appears. Tracing how poems think, Kuzner argues,



requires an intimate form of reading: close—even too close—attention to and thinking with the text.
Showing how poetry thinks of love otherwise than other fields, the book reveals how poetry and
philosophy can nevertheless enter into a relation that is itself like love.

desire love stories in western culture: Education in Popular Culture Roy Fisher, Ann Harris,
Christine Jarvis, 2008-05-06 Education in Popular Culture explores what makes schools, colleges,
teachers and students an enduring focus for a wide range of contemporary media. What is it about
the school experience that makes us wish to relive it again and again? The book provides an
overview of education as it is represented in popular culture, together with a framework through
which educators can interpret these representations in relation to their own professional values and
development. The analyses are contextualised within contemporary, historical and ideological
frameworks, and make connections between popular representations and professional and political
discourses about education. Through its examination of film, television, popular lyrics and fiction,
this book tackles educational themes that recur in popular culture, and demonstrates how they
intersect with debates concerning teacher performance, the curriculum and young people’s
behaviour and morality. Chapters explore how experiences of education are both reflected and
constructed in ways that sometimes reinforce official and professional educational perspectives, and
sometimes resist and oppose them. Education in Popular Culture will stimulate critical reflection on
the popular myths and professional discourses that surround teachers and teaching. It will serve to
deepen analyses of teaching and learning and their associated institutional and societal contexts in a
creative and challenging way.

desire love stories in western culture: The Older Woman in Recent Fiction Zoe Brennan,
2014-12-09 This critical study explores late twentieth century novels by women writers--including
Doris Lessing, May Sarton and Barbara Pym--that feature female protagonists over the age of sixty.
These novels' discourses on aging contrast with those largely pejorative ones that dominate Western
society. They break the silence that normally surrounds the lives of the aged, and this book
investigates how older female protagonists are represented in relation to areas such as sexuality,
dependence and everyday life. Beginning with an investigation of popular opinions about aging and
a survey of hypotheses from disciplines including gerontology, psychology and feminism, the text
reviews literary critical attitudes toward fictions of aging; analyzes representations of physically
dependent characters, whose anger over their failing bodies is often eased by relationships with
their female friends; discusses how paradigms of female sexuality exclude the possibility of older
women being sexually desirable; examines characters that live a contented life, finding a more
polemical side to them than is noted in more conventional literary critiques; and analyzes the aged
sleuth in classical detective fiction.

desire love stories in western culture: The ~AErotics of Talk Carla Kaplan, 1996-12-12 Is
feminism in crisis? With many feminists now questioning identification and focusing on differences
between women, what is the fate of feminist criticism's traditional imperative to rescue women's
stories and make their voices heard? In this provocative rereading of the classic texts of the feminist
literary canon, Carla Kaplan takes a hard look at the legacy of feminist criticism and argues that
important features of feminism's own canon have been overlooked in the rush to rescue and identify
texts. African-American women's texts, she demonstrates, often dramatize their distrust of their
readers, their lack of faith in the cultural conversation, through strategies of self-silencing and
self-talk. At the same time, she argues, the homoerotics of women's writing has too often gone
unremarked. Not only does longing for an ideal listener draw women's texts into a romance with the
reader, but there is an erotic excess which is part of feminist critical recuperation itself. Drawing on
a wide range of resources, from sociolinguistics and anthropology to literary theory, Kaplan's highly
readable study proposes a new model for understanding and representing talk. She supplies fresh
readings of such feminist classics as Jane Eyre, The Yellow Wallpaper, Incidents in the Life of a Slave
Girl, Their Eyes Were Watching God, and The Color Purple, revealing how their erotics of talk works
as a rich political allegory and form of social critique.

desire love stories in western culture: Lanyer: A Renaissance Woman Poet Susanne Woods,



1999-08-05 Aemilia Bassano Lanyer published poetry to and for women in 1611, at the height of the
largely misogynistic reign of James I. Her verse complements and extends our view of her
contemporaries, such as Spenser, Shakespeare, Jonson, and Donne, whose work in turn provides a
context for her unique and engaging voice. This book situates Lanyer within the rich tradition of
Jacobean poetry.

desire love stories in western culture: The Literature of Love Mary Ward, 2009-05-14
Critical introductions to a range of literary topics and genres. The Literature of Love is designed to
introduce students to one of the central themes in literature. Focusing first on different types and
aspects of love - physical, emotional, spiritual - it then offers a chronological coverage, aiming to
illustrate ways in which attitudes to the representation of love in literature have evolved from
Chaucer to the present time. Other sections of the book examine particular genres such as the love
sonnet, the love letter and 'romantic' fiction; and the differing reception of this literature over time
is also considered. The book includes extracts from a range of authors.

desire love stories in western culture: Connected Worlds Ann Curthoys, Marilyn Lake,
2006-03-01 This volume brings together historians of imperialism and race, travel and modernity,
Islam and India, the Pacific and the Atlantic to show how a 'transnational’ approach to history offers
fresh insights into the past. Transnational history is a form of scholarship that has been
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