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Cicero Political Philosophy: The Foundations of Roman Thought and Republican Ideals

cicero political philosophy stands as one of the most influential bodies of thought in the history of
Western political theory. Marcus Tullius Cicero, a Roman statesman, orator, and philosopher who
lived during the tumultuous final years of the Roman Republic, crafted ideas that not only shaped
Roman governance but also left an indelible mark on later political thinkers. His reflections on
justice, natural law, the role of the state, and the balance of power continue to resonate in modern
discussions about democracy, republicanism, and civic duty.

Exploring Cicero’s political philosophy offers a fascinating window into how ancient Roman values
blended with Stoic principles and practical politics, laying groundwork for concepts like the rule of
law and the mixed constitution. In this article, we’ll delve into the core elements of Cicero’s political
thought, uncover his views on the ideal government, natural law, and the responsibilities of citizens
and leaders alike.

The Historical Context of Cicero’s Political Philosophy

Understanding Cicero’s political philosophy requires a glance at the period in which he lived. The
late Roman Republic was marked by intense political strife, social upheaval, and the gradual erosion
of republican institutions. Cicero’s career unfolded amidst power struggles between influential
generals, the rise of populist politics, and the eventual collapse of the Republic into imperial rule.

As a senator and orator, Cicero was deeply invested in preserving the Republic’s ideals. His
philosophy reflects a yearning to uphold justice, civic virtue, and the rule of law in an era of chaos.
This context shaped his political writings and speeches, giving them a practical urgency alongside
their philosophical depth.

Core Principles of Cicero Political Philosophy

Natural Law and Universal Justice

One of the cornerstones of Cicero’s political thought is his concept of natural law. Drawing heavily
from Stoicism, Cicero believed that certain laws exist inherently in nature and reason, transcending
human-made legislation. These natural laws provide the foundation for justice and moral
governance.

For Cicero, natural law is universal and immutable, binding all people regardless of time or place. It
serves as a moral compass for lawmakers and rulers, ensuring that political decisions align with
virtue and fairness. This idea influenced later legal and political theories, including Enlightenment
thinkers who advocated for human rights and constitutional government.



The Ideal Government: Mixed Constitution and Republicanism

Cicero was a passionate advocate for the Roman Republic’s mixed constitution, which balanced
elements of monarchy (consuls), aristocracy (Senate), and democracy (popular assemblies). He
argued that this blend was essential to prevent tyranny and safeguard liberty.

In his work *De Re Publica*, Cicero praised this balance as the best way to achieve stability and
justice. He warned against the dangers of concentrating power in any single individual or group,
emphasizing the importance of checks and balances. This early endorsement of separation of powers
influenced later political systems, including the framers of the United States Constitution.

The Role of the Statesman and Civic Virtue

For Cicero, political philosophy was not merely theoretical but deeply practical. He believed that a
true statesman must embody wisdom, justice, courage, and temperance—qualities that enable
effective and moral leadership.

Civic virtue was central to Cicero’s vision. Citizens and leaders alike had duties to the common good,
subordinating personal interests to the welfare of the state. He saw active participation in
governance as a moral obligation, highlighting the importance of education and ethical integrity in
public life.

Key Works and Ideas in Cicero’s Political Thought

De Re Publica (On the Republic)

In *De Re Publica*, Cicero lays out his vision of an ideal state governed by justice and reason. He
explores the nature of law, the structure of government, and the qualities necessary for leadership.
This dialogue draws on earlier Greek political philosophy while adapting it to Roman realities.

The work’s discussion of the mixed constitution and the concept of the *res publica* (public affair)
underscores Cicero’s commitment to a system where power is balanced and public welfare is
paramount.

De Legibus (On the Laws)

*De Legibus* complements *De Re Publica* by focusing specifically on law’s role in society. Cicero
argues that laws must reflect natural law and serve the purpose of promoting justice. He criticizes
laws that are unjust or oppressive, insisting that true law is “right reason in agreement with nature.”

This text reinforces Cicero’s belief that law is not merely a human construct but a moral framework
essential for the health of the state.



Philosophy and Politics: The Stoic Influence

Cicero was heavily influenced by Stoicism, which advocated living according to reason and virtue.
His political philosophy integrates Stoic ethics, emphasizing that rulers and citizens alike must act in
harmony with natural law and universal reason.

This philosophical backdrop gave Cicero’s political ideas a moral seriousness and an appeal that
extended beyond his lifetime, inspiring Renaissance humanists and Enlightenment philosophers.

Legacy and Influence of Cicero’s Political Philosophy

The impact of Cicero political philosophy stretches far beyond the Roman era. His ideas on natural
law, mixed government, and civic virtue shaped medieval scholastic thought and Renaissance
political theory. During the Enlightenment, thinkers such as John Locke and Montesquieu drew upon
Cicero’s concepts to develop modern liberal democracy and constitutionalism.

Even today, Cicero’s reflections on justice, the rule of law, and the responsibilities of citizenship
remain relevant. His insistence on moral leadership and balanced governance continues to inform
debates on political ethics and democratic institutions.

Lessons from Cicero for Modern Politics

- **The Importance of Balance in Government:** Cicero’s advocacy for a mixed constitution reminds
us that concentrating power can lead to corruption and tyranny. Modern democracies benefit from
systems that distribute authority and provide checks and balances.

- **Natural Law as a Guide for Justice:** The principle that laws should align with universal moral
standards encourages legislators and judges to consider ethics alongside legality.

- **Civic Engagement and Virtue:** Cicero’s call for active, virtuous citizenship highlights the role
individuals play in sustaining democratic societies—not just by voting but by participating
thoughtfully and ethically.

- **Leadership with Integrity:** The ideal statesman, according to Cicero, leads through wisdom and
justice rather than force or self-interest, a timeless ideal for political leaders worldwide.

Challenges and Critiques of Cicero’s Political
Philosophy

While Cicero’s philosophy has been celebrated, it is not without criticism. Some scholars note that
his idealism sometimes clashed with the political realities of his time, limiting the practical
application of his ideas. His emphasis on virtue and moral leadership, while inspiring, may seem
idealistic compared to the complex, pluralistic societies of today.



Moreover, Cicero’s commitment to the Roman Republic’s aristocratic elements has been viewed as
less inclusive by modern democratic standards. His vision, while advocating for popular
participation, still privileged the educated elite.

Nonetheless, these critiques open meaningful discussions about adapting classical political
philosophy to contemporary challenges.

---

Cicero political philosophy remains a foundational chapter in the story of political thought. Its rich
blend of practical wisdom, ethical rigor, and commitment to justice offers enduring insights.
Whether you’re a student of political theory, a history enthusiast, or simply curious about the roots
of republican ideals, Cicero’s work invites ongoing reflection on how societies can balance power,
uphold law, and cultivate virtue for the common good.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Cicero's contribution to political philosophy?
Cicero contributed significantly to political philosophy by emphasizing natural law, justice, and the
importance of a mixed government that balances monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy.

How did Cicero view the concept of natural law?
Cicero believed that natural law is a universal moral order inherent in nature, discoverable through
reason, and that it should guide human laws and governance.

What role does justice play in Cicero's political philosophy?
Justice is central in Cicero's philosophy; he saw it as the principle that ensures fairness and the
proper ordering of society, serving as the foundation for law and political stability.

How did Cicero influence later political thinkers?
Cicero influenced Renaissance humanists, Enlightenment philosophers, and modern political theory
by reviving classical ideas about republicanism, natural law, and civic duty.

What is Cicero's ideal form of government?
Cicero advocated for a mixed constitution combining elements of monarchy, aristocracy, and
democracy to achieve balance and prevent tyranny.

How does Cicero define the role of the statesman?
Cicero viewed the statesman as a wise and virtuous leader committed to the common good, guided
by reason and moral integrity.



What is the relationship between law and morality in Cicero's
philosophy?
Cicero held that true law is rooted in morality and reason; laws that contradict natural law are
unjust and lack legitimacy.

How does Cicero address the issue of tyranny?
Cicero condemned tyranny as a corrupt form of government that violates natural law, advocates for
resistance against tyrants, and supports constitutional checks.

What is Cicero's view on citizenship and civic duty?
Cicero emphasized active participation in public life as a moral duty of citizens to preserve the
republic and promote justice.

How did Cicero's political philosophy reflect the Roman
Republic's values?
Cicero's philosophy mirrored Roman ideals of duty, justice, and mixed government, aiming to protect
the republic from corruption and promote the common good.

Additional Resources
Cicero Political Philosophy: Foundations and Legacy in Western Thought

cicero political philosophy occupies a pivotal role in the development of Western political theory,
bridging the classical traditions of Greek philosophy and the emerging Roman political order.
Marcus Tullius Cicero, a statesman, orator, and philosopher of the late Roman Republic, articulated
a vision of politics that combined practical governance with a profound moral and ethical
framework. His works continue to resonate in discussions of natural law, republicanism, and the role
of the individual within the state.

Exploring Cicero's political philosophy reveals not only the historical context of the late Republic but
also enduring questions about law, justice, and civic duty. His writings, ranging from treatises like
"De Re Publica" and "De Legibus" to his extensive correspondence, provide a comprehensive
examination of political authority, the nature of justice, and the ideal constitution. This article delves
into the core tenets of Cicero's political thought, its influences, and its impact on later political
theory.

The Foundations of Cicero’s Political Thought

Cicero’s political philosophy is deeply rooted in the classical tradition, particularly the works of Plato
and Aristotle, yet it adapts these ideas to the Roman context and his own republican ideals. Central
to Cicero’s thought is the concept of *natural law*—a universal, rational order that governs human
conduct and underpins just political systems.



Unlike legal positivism, which sees law as a creation of the state, Cicero argued that true law aligns
with nature and reason. In his view, laws that contradict natural law lose their legitimacy. This
perspective positioned Cicero as a moral philosopher as much as a political realist, advocating for
laws and governance that reflect ethical principles.

The Concept of Natural Law

Natural law in Cicero’s philosophy serves as a standard by which human laws and government
actions should be judged. He posited that this law is eternal and unchanging, discoverable through
reason, and binding on all people regardless of local customs or political arrangements. This idea
was revolutionary for its time, providing a framework for critiquing tyrannical rule and unjust
legislation.

Cicero’s emphasis on natural law influenced the development of later legal and political doctrines,
including the Enlightenment thinkers who championed human rights and constitutional governance.
His articulation of justice as conformity with natural law helped establish a moral foundation for
political authority.

Republicanism and the Mixed Constitution

Cicero was an ardent supporter of the Roman Republic and its system of checks and balances. He
believed that a stable government required a *mixed constitution*, combining elements of monarchy
(consuls), aristocracy (Senate), and democracy (popular assemblies). This model aimed to prevent
the concentration of power and maintain the common good.

His vision of republicanism emphasized civic virtue, where citizens actively participate in
governance and place the welfare of the state above personal interests. For Cicero, the health of the
republic depended on virtuous leaders and an engaged populace committed to justice and
lawfulness.

Key Themes in Cicero’s Political Philosophy

The Role of Justice and Morality

Justice is central in Cicero’s political theory, viewed as the highest virtue that should guide rulers
and citizens alike. He defined justice as giving each individual their due and maintaining harmony
within society. Moral considerations are inseparable from political life, reflecting Cicero’s belief that
good laws must be rooted in ethical principles.

This moral dimension contrasts with more pragmatic or power-centered approaches to politics.
Cicero argued that without justice, political power is illegitimate and ultimately self-destructive.



Natural Rights and the Individual

Though Cicero’s political philosophy is primarily focused on the state and collective good, he
acknowledged the importance of individual rights grounded in natural law. Every person, by virtue
of their rational nature, possesses inherent dignity and rights that rulers must respect.

This recognition laid early groundwork for later notions of individual liberty and legal protections,
influencing debates about sovereignty and the limits of government authority.

Practical Governance and Political Stability

Cicero’s experience as a statesman informed his understanding of practical politics. He recognized
the complexities of maintaining order in a diverse and often fractious society. His political writings
advocate for moderation, compromise, and respect for established institutions as means to achieve
long-term stability.

At the same time, Cicero warned against demagoguery and tyranny, emphasizing the dangers posed
by leaders who exploit popular passions or ignore legal constraints.

Comparisons with Contemporary Political Philosophers

Cicero’s political philosophy shares common ground with Greek predecessors such as Aristotle, who
also championed the mixed constitution and the role of virtue in politics. However, Cicero’s
integration of Roman legal traditions and his stress on natural law distinguished his approach.

Unlike Plato’s idealism, Cicero adopted a more pragmatic stance, seeking to reconcile ideal
principles with real-world political institutions. His emphasis on natural law also set him apart from
more relativistic or pragmatic schools of thought prevalent in Roman politics.

Furthermore, Cicero’s influence echoes in the works of Enlightenment philosophers such as John
Locke and Montesquieu, who drew on his ideas of natural rights and separation of powers. His
writings served as a bridge from classical republicanism to modern liberal democracy.

Pros and Cons of Cicero’s Political Philosophy

Pros:

Provides a moral foundation for law and politics through natural law.

Advocates for a balanced government structure to prevent tyranny.

Emphasizes civic virtue and active citizen participation.



Influential in shaping modern concepts of justice and rights.

Cons:

Its idealism may overlook political realities and power struggles.

Relies heavily on a shared sense of virtue, which may be difficult to maintain in
pluralistic societies.

Limited attention to social and economic inequalities.

The Legacy and Modern Relevance of Cicero Political
Philosophy

The enduring legacy of Cicero’s political philosophy is evident in its influence on the formation of
Western legal and political systems. The concept of natural law remains foundational in international
law and human rights discourse. His advocacy for a mixed constitution and the balance of powers
resonates in the structure of many modern democracies.

In contemporary political theory, Cicero’s emphasis on the moral responsibilities of leaders and
citizens challenges purely technocratic or authoritarian models of governance. His insights into the
importance of justice and lawfulness provide valuable guidance amid ongoing debates about
governance, legitimacy, and the rule of law.

Moreover, Cicero’s works continue to be studied not only for their historical significance but also for
their practical wisdom in navigating the intersection of ethics and politics. As societies grapple with
issues of justice, rights, and political stability, Cicero’s political philosophy offers a rich resource for
reflection and critique.

Cicero’s vision of a republic founded on law, virtue, and reason remains a touchstone in the ongoing
conversation about the nature of political authority and the role of citizens in shaping just societies.

Cicero Political Philosophy

  cicero political philosophy: Cicero: On the Commonwealth and On the Laws Marcus
Tullius Cicero, 1999-12-09 James Zetzel presents a masterly translation of two central works of
ancient philosophy.
  cicero political philosophy: Cicero Malcolm Schofield, 2021 The Founders of Modern Political
and Social Thought series presents critical examinations of the work of major political philosophers
and social theorists, assessing both their initial contribution and continuing relevance to politics and
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society. Each volume provides a clear, accessible, historically informed account of each thinker's
work, focusing on a reassessment of their central ideas and arguments. The series encourages
scholars and students to link their study of classic texts to current debates in political philosophy
and social theory. Book jacket.
  cicero political philosophy: Cicero: On the Commonwealth and On the Laws Marcus Tullius
Cicero, 2017-05-27 Cicero's On the Commonwealth and On the Laws were his first and most
substantial attempts to adapt Greek theories of political life to the circumstances of the Roman
Republic. They represent Cicero's understanding of government and remain his most important
works of political philosophy. On the Commonwealth survives only in part, and On the Laws was
never completed. The new edition of this volume has been revised throughout to take account of
recent scholarship, and features a new introduction, a new bibliography, a chronological table and a
biographical index. James E. G. Zetzel offers a scholarly reconstruction of the fragments of On the
Commonwealth and a masterly translation of both dialogues. The texts are further supported by
notes and synopsis, designed to assist students in politics, philosophy, ancient history, law and
classics.
  cicero political philosophy: "On the Republic" and "On the Laws" Marcus Tullius Cicero,
2014-01-15 Cicero's On the Republic and On the Laws are his major works of political philosophy.
They offer his fullest treatment of fundamental political questions: Why should educated people have
any concern for politics? Is the best form of government simple, or is it a combination of elements
from such simple forms as monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy? Can politics be free of injustice?
The two works also help us to think about natural law, which many people have considered since
ancient times to provide a foundation of unchanging, universal principles of justice.On the Republic
features a defense of politics against those who advocated abstinence from public affairs. It defends
a mixed constitution, the actual arrangement of offices in the Roman Republic, against simple forms
of government. The Republic also supplies material for students of Roman history—as does On the
Laws. The Laws, moreover, presents the results of Cicero's reflections as to how the republic needed
to change in order not only to survive but also to promote justiceDavid Fott’s vigorous yet elegant
English translation is faithful to the originals. It is the first to appear since publication of the latest
critical edition of the Latin texts. This book contains an introduction that both places Cicero in his
historical context and explicates the timeless philosophical issues that he treats. The volume also
provides a chronology of Cicero’s life, outlines of the two works, and indexes of personal names and
important terms.
  cicero political philosophy: Cicero’s Practical Philosophy Walter Nicgorski, 2012-04-15
Cicero’s Practical Philosophy marks a revival over the last two generations of serious scholarly
interest in Cicero’s political thought. Its nine original essays by a multidisciplinary group of
distinguished international scholars manifest close study of Cicero’s philosophical writings and great
appreciation for him as a creative thinker, one from whom we can continue to learn. This collection
focuses initially on Cicero’s major work of political theory, his De Re Publica, and the key moral
virtues that shape his ethics, but the contributors attend to all of Cicero’s primary writings on
political community, law, the ultimate good, and moral duties. Room is also made for Cicero’s
extensive writings on the art of rhetoric, which he explicitly draws into the orbit of his philosophical
writings. Cicero’s concern with the divine, with epistemological issues, and with competing analyses
of the human soul are among the matters necessarily encountered in pursuing, with Cicero, the
large questions of moral and political philosophy, namely, what is the good and genuinely happy life
and how are our communities to be rightly ordered. The volume also reprints Walter Nicgorski’s
classic essay “Cicero and the Rebirth of Political Philosophy,” which helped spark the current revival
of interest in Cicero the philosopher. Contributors: Walter Nicgorski, J. G. F. Powell, Malcolm
Schofield, Carlos Lévy, Catherine Tracy, Margaret Graver, Harald Thorsrud, David Fott, Xavier
Márquez, and J. Jackson Barlow.
  cicero political philosophy: Cicero’s Skepticism and His Recovery of Political
Philosophy Walter Nicgorski, 2016-08-11 This book explores Cicero’s moral and political philosophy



with great attention to his life and thought as a whole. The author “thinks through” Cicero with a
close reading of his most important philosophical writings. Nicgorski often resolves apparent
tensions in Cicero’s thought that have posed obstacles to the appreciation of his practical
philosophy. Some of the major tensions confronted are those between his Academic skepticism and
apparent Stoicism, between his commitment to philosophy and to politics, rhetoric and oratory, and
between his attachment to Greek philosophy and his profound engagement in Roman culture.
Moreover, the key theme within Cicero’s writings is his intended recovery, within his Roman
context, of both the Socratic focus on great questions of practical philosophy and Socratic
skepticism. Cicero’s recovery of Socratic political philosophy in Roman garb is then the basis for
recovery of Cicero as a notable political thinker relevant to our time and its problems.
  cicero political philosophy: Cicero on Politics and the Limits of Reason Jed W. Atkins,
2013 A prolific philosopher who also held Rome's highest political office, Cicero was uniquely
qualified to write on political philosophy. In this book Professor Atkins provides a fresh
interpretation of Cicero's central political dialogues - the Republic and Laws. Devoting careful
attention to form as well as philosophy, Atkins argues that these dialogues together probe the limits
of reason in political affairs and explore the resources available to the statesman given these
limitations. He shows how Cicero appropriated and transformed Plato's thought to forge original and
important works of political philosophy. The book demonstrates that Cicero's Republic and Laws are
critical for understanding the history of the concepts of rights, the mixed constitution and natural
law. It concludes by comparing Cicero's thought to the modern conservative tradition and argues
that Cicero provides a perspective on utopia frequently absent from current philosophical
treatments--
  cicero political philosophy: Cicero Robert T. Radford, 2002 This book presents Cicero's
natural law theory, including valuable definitions of the state, the ideal state, the ideal ruler, and the
laws for the ideal state. Explanations are offered of the Greek sources of Cicero's republican
philosophy, his influence on the Principate of Augustus, and his role in the development of modern
political philosophy. As all the ages of the world have not produced a greater statesman and
philosopher united than Cicero, his authority should have great weight (John Adams, 1787).
  cicero political philosophy: The republic of Cicero Marcus Tullius Cicero, 2019-11-20 In The
Republic of Cicero, the eminent Roman statesman and philosopher Marcus Tullius Cicero intricately
weaves together themes of justice, governance, and the role of the individual within the state.
Written in a poignant dialogic style reminiscent of Plato, Cicero's work offers a compelling vision of
an ideal republic founded on virtue and moral integrity. The text reflects the turbulent political
landscape of late Republican Rome, engaging with contemporary philosophical thought and
democratic ideals, while critiquing the decline of civic responsibility among his peers. Through the
dialogues of various figures, Cicero articulates his vision of an ethical and balanced governance that
prioritizes the common good, making it an essential exploration of political philosophy. Cicero's
extensive background as a lawyer, orator, and consul deeply informs his treatise. His experiences
navigating the treacherous waters of Roman politics, particularly during periods of civil strife,
provide him with a unique perspective on the responsibilities of leadership and the vital role of civic
virtue. This interplay of personal conviction and political necessity reveals Cicero'Äôs desire to offer
a guiding framework amidst Rome's chaos, marking him as a pivotal figure in the development of
Western political thought. For readers keen on understanding the foundations of modern political
theory, The Republic of Cicero is indispensable. Its rich narrative and philosophical insights
encourage a critical evaluation of contemporary governance and ethics. This work not only
stimulates thoughtful discourse but also provides historical insights that resonate with today'Äôs
political landscape, making it a must-read for scholars and lay readers alike.
  cicero political philosophy: The Republic and The Laws Marcus Tullius Cicero, 2008-08-14
Drawing on Greek political theory, Cicero's 'The Republic' embodies the mature reflections of a
Roman ex-consul on the nature of political organization, justice in society, and the qualities needed
in a statesman.



  cicero political philosophy: Cicero's Social and Political Thought Neal Wood, 1991-02-20 In
this close examination of the social and political thought of Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 B.C.),
Neal Wood focuses on Cicero's conceptions of state and government, showing that he is the father of
constitutionalism, the archetype of the politically conservative mind, and the first to reflect
extensively on politics as an activity.
  cicero political philosophy: Cicero: On Duties Marcus Tullius Cicero, 1991-02-21 De Officiis
(On Duties) was Cicero's last philosophical work. In it he made use of Greek thought to formulate the
political and ethical values of Roman Republican society as he saw them, revealing incidentally a
great deal about actual practice. Writing at a time of political crisis after the assassination of Julius
Caesar in 44BC, when it was not clear how much of the old Republican order would survive, Cicero
here handed on the insights of an elder statesman, adept at political theory and practice, to his son,
and through him, to the younger generation in general. De Officiis has often been treated merely as
a key to the lost Greek works that Cicero used. This volume aims to render De Officiis, which was
such an important influence on later masterpieces of Western political thought, more intelligible by
explaining its relation to its own time and place. A wholly new translation is accompanied by a lucid
introduction and all the standard features of Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought,
including a chronology, select bibliography, and notes on the vocabulary and significant individuals
mentioned in the text.
  cicero political philosophy: Cicero's Ideal Statesman in Theory and Practice Jonathan Zarecki,
2014-04-10 The resurgence of interest in Cicero's political philosophy in the last twenty years
demands a re-evaluation of Cicero's ideal statesman and its relationship not only to Cicero's political
theory but also to his practical politics. Jonathan Zarecki proposes three original arguments: firstly,
that by the publication of his De Republica in 51 BC Cicero accepted that some sort of return to
monarchy was inevitable. Secondly, that Cicero created his model of the ideal statesman as part of
an attempt to reconcile the mixed constitution of Rome's past with his belief in the inevitable return
of sole-person rule. Thirdly, that the ideal statesman was the primary construct against which Cicero
viewed the political and military activities of Pompey, Caesar and Antony, and himself.
  cicero political philosophy: The Republic of Cicero Marcus Tullius Cicero, 2018-06-09 The
Republic of Cicero by Marcus Tullius Cicero. The imperfect manuscript, a translation of which is now
presented to the public, was discovered in the Library of the Vatican, by Professor Angelo Mai; a
person of singular ingenuity in the detection of those Palimpsests whose contents were written upon
ancient writings partially erased. A fac simile of part of the MSS. accompanies this work. The
Republic of Cicero was greatly cherished by those who lived in and near his times; of which
occasional evidences are found in the writings of antiquity. But the tyranny of the emperors bridled
the Romans so soon after its appearance, that Horace, Virgil, Seneca, Quintilian, Pliny, and even
Tacitus, have not dared to praise it, lest they should bring down vengeance upon themselves. It is
remarkable that while despotism was rapidly extinguishing philosophy and letters, and the very
existence of these precious monuments of better times was scarcely thought of; the Christian
religion was gradually raising up amidst the persecutions of the primitive church, new champions for
truth and justice; to whose works we are indebted for many valuable fragments of the best writers of
antiquity, and for almost all the passages of Cicero's Republic which we were acquainted with, until
the late discovery of professor Mai.
  cicero political philosophy: Cicero W. Lucas Collins, 2019-11-29 W. Lucas Collins's 'Cicero'
offers a profound exploration of the life and legacy of one of Ancient Rome's most influential figures.
Through a blend of biographical narrative and critical analysis, Collins captures Cicero's
multifaceted contributions to philosophy, rhetoric, and politics during a tumultuous period in Roman
history. The author's meticulous attention to detail brings to life Cicero's public and private
struggles, while his eloquent prose and scholarly tone invite readers to reflect on the broader
implications of Cicero's ideas in contemporary society. Set against the backdrop of Roman civil
strife, the book elucidates how Cicero'Äôs writings shaped the use of language in political discourse,
making it a pivotal resource for understanding Roman culture and its enduring impact on Western



thought. W. Lucas Collins is a distinguished classicist and scholar whose academic career has
focused on the interplay between rhetoric and morality in ancient texts. His deep familiarity with the
societal and political contexts of the late Roman Republic informs this work, as he deftly argues for
Cicero'Äôs relevance not only as a historical figure but also as a luminary whose thoughts resonate
in modern democratic principles. Collins's extensive research is evident as he weaves together
Cicero's philosophical musings and practical politics, drawing insightful parallels to contemporary
issues. Highly recommended for both scholars and general readers alike, 'Cicero' serves as an
essential text for those interested in classical literature, philosophy, and the foundations of political
thought. Collins'Äôs engaging narrative and critical insights make this book an invaluable addition
to the libraries of anyone seeking to understand the complexities of leadership, rhetoric, and ethical
considerations in governance, inviting readers to appreciate the wisdom of Cicero for generations to
come.
  cicero political philosophy: The Republic and The Laws Cicero, 1998-04-02 `However one
defines Man, the same definition applies to us all. This is sufficient proof that there is no essential
difference within mankind.' (Laws l.29-30) Cicero's The Republic is an impassioned plea for
responsible governement written just before the civil war that ended the Roman Republic in a
dialogue following Plato. Drawing on Greek political theory, the work embodies the mature
reflections of a Roman ex-consul on the nature of political organization, on justice in society, and on
the qualities needed in a statesman. Its sequel, The Laws, expounds the influential doctrine of
Natural Law, which applies to all mankind, and sets out an ideal code for a reformed Roman
Republic, already half in the realm of utopia. This is the first complete English translation of both
works for over sixty years and features a lucid Introduction, a Table of Dates, notes on the Roman
constitution, and an Index of Names.
  cicero political philosophy: Political Philosophy and the Republican Future Gregory
Bruce Smith, 2018-07-25 Are we moving inevitably into an irreversible era of postnationalism and
globalism? In Political Philosophy and the Republican Future, Gregory Bruce Smith asks, if
participation in self-government is not central to citizens’ vision of the political good, is despotism
inevitable? Smith's study evolves around reconciling the early republican tradition in Greece and
Rome as set out by authors such as Aristotle and Cicero, and a more recent tradition shaped by
thinkers such as Machiavelli, Locke, Montesquieu, Adam Smith, Madison, and Rousseau. Gregory
Smith adds a further layer of complexity by analyzing how the republican and the larger
philosophical tradition have been called into question by the critiques of Nietzsche, Heidegger, and
their various followers. For Smith, the republican future rests on the future of the tradition of
political philosophy. In this book he explores the nature of political philosophy and the assumptions
under which that tradition can be an ongoing tradition rather than one that is finished. He concludes
that political philosophy must recover its phenomenological roots and attempt to transcend the
self-legislating constructivism of modern philosophy. Forgetting our past traditions, he asserts, will
only lead to despotism, the true enemy of all permutations of republicanism. Cicero's thought is
presented as a classic example of the phenomenological approach to political philosophy. A return to
the architectonic understanding of political philosophy exemplified by Cicero is, Smith argues, the
key to the republican future.
  cicero political philosophy: A Written Republic Yelena Baraz, 2012-04-29 Baraz examines
the rhetorical battle that Cicero stages in his philosophical prefaces - a battle between the forces
that would oppose or support his project. He presents his philosophy as intimately connected to the
new political circumstances and his exclusion from politics.
  cicero political philosophy: The Cambridge Companion to Cicero's Philosophy Jed W. Atkins,
Thomas Bénatouïl, 2021-12-16 Introduces Cicero's philosophy and demonstrates its relevance to
many fundamental epistemological, ethical, and political issues.
  cicero political philosophy: When Kings Become Philosophers Gregory Douglas Smay,
2016 Abstract When Kings Become Philosophers: The Late Republican Origins of Cicero's Political
Philosophy by Gregory Douglas Smay Doctor of Philosophy in Ancient History and Mediterranean



Archaeology University of California, Berkeley Professor Erich S. Gruen, Chair This dissertation
argues that Cicero's de Republica is both a reflection of, and a commentary on, the era in which it
was written to a degree not previously recognized in Ciceronian scholarship. Contra readings which
treat the work primarily as a theoretical tract in the tradition of late Hellenistic philosophy, this
study situates the work within its historical context in Late Republican Rome, and in particular
within the personal experience of its author during this tumultuous period. This approach yields new
insights into both the meaning and significance of the work and the outlook of the individual who is
our single most important witness to the history of the last decades of the Roman Republic.
Specifically, the dissertation argues that Cicero provides clues preserved in the extant portions of
the de Republica, overlooked by modern students in the past bur clearly recognizable to readers in
his own day, indicating that it was meant to be read as a work with important contemporary political
resonances. Among those which are still traceable in the mangled palimpsest which is our only
source for the majority of the treatise are comments on the proper apportionment of authority and
governmental responsibility among senate, magistrates and populus that grew out of Cicero's
handling of the Catilinarian conspiracy and its aftermath, and reflections on the importance of
political engagement, even under the adverse circumstances of the First Triumvirate, which were
heavily influenced by Cicero's own political travails in the late 60s and 50s B.C. As such, the de
Republica represents a novel kind of literature within the Roman tradition. Living in an elite culture
that privileged political action, yet unable to act politically in traditional ways under the constraints
imposed by his enforced alliance with the triumvirs, Cicero attempted to forge a new kind of
statesmanship, one carried out through the medium of the written word. The de Republica is thus
written as a political act, a thoughtful response to contemporary conditions written by an intelligent
commentator who, unable any longer to steer the ship of state by conventional means, was seeking a
new way of exerting an influence on the course of events.
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