
bring me the rhinoceros
Bring Me the Rhinoceros: Exploring the Story, Symbolism, and Significance

bring me the rhinoceros might sound like an unusual request at first, but it opens the
door to a fascinating world of storytelling, artistic expression, and cultural symbolism.
Whether you’ve come across this phrase in literature, theater, or perhaps as a metaphor in
conversation, there’s much more beneath those words than just the literal idea of
procuring a massive, horned beast. Let’s dive into the origins, meanings, and enduring
impact of “bring me the rhinoceros” and see how it continues to capture imaginations
today.

The Origins of "Bring Me the Rhinoceros"

The phrase “bring me the rhinoceros” is not just a quirky demand—it’s rooted in historical
anecdotes and artistic works that have immortalized the rhinoceros as a symbol. One of
the most famous references comes from the 16th century, when explorers in Asia and
Africa first documented rhinoceroses. These accounts ignited curiosity and awe in Europe,
where rhinoceroses were almost mythical creatures.

The Rhinoceros in Early Exploration

During the Age of Discovery, European explorers encountered rhinoceroses in their
travels to the East Indies and Africa. These animals were unlike anything seen
before—massive, armored, and with a formidable horn. Stories about them spread quickly,
and even kings and emperors wanted to see or own one. The phrase “bring me the
rhinoceros” could easily have been uttered by a ruler eager to possess such an exotic
marvel.

The Artistic Legacy: Dürer’s Rhinoceros

One of the most iconic depictions of the rhinoceros is Albrecht Dürer’s 1515 woodcut.
Although Dürer never saw the animal himself and based his work on secondhand
descriptions and sketches, his rhinoceros became the definitive image for centuries. The
woodcut shows the rhinoceros armored and almost mythical, which added to its allure.
The demand to “bring me the rhinoceros” can be linked metaphorically to the desire to
capture and understand the unknown through art and exploration.

The Rhinoceros as a Cultural Symbol

Beyond its literal meaning, “bring me the rhinoceros” carries symbolic weight. Across



cultures, the rhinoceros has been a figure representing strength, resilience, and mystery.
Let’s explore how this powerful creature has influenced culture, language, and even
modern narratives.

Strength and Resilience

Rhinoceroses are known for their tough skin and formidable presence. As a result, they
often symbolize strength and protection in various cultures. When someone says “bring
me the rhinoceros,” it might imply a call to summon strength or to confront a challenge
head-on.

Rhinoceroses in Modern Storytelling

The phrase has also found its way into contemporary literature and theater. For example,
Eugène Ionesco’s absurdist play *Rhinoceros* uses the animal as a metaphor for
conformity and the loss of individuality. In this context, “bring me the rhinoceros” could be
interpreted as an invitation to examine societal pressures and the human condition.

Why the Rhinoceros Fascinates Us

If you pause and think about it, few animals evoke as much fascination and intrigue as the
rhinoceros. Its prehistoric appearance, endangered status, and cultural significance
combine to make it a subject worthy of attention.

The Prehistoric Aura

Rhinoceroses have existed for millions of years, with ancestors roaming the Earth
alongside dinosaurs. This ancient lineage often makes them appear almost otherworldly.
When people say “bring me the rhinoceros,” it’s as if they’re asking to connect with a
living relic from a forgotten era.

Conservation and the Fight to Save Rhinoceroses

In modern times, the rhinoceros also symbolizes the urgent need for wildlife conservation.
Poaching and habitat loss have pushed several species to the brink of extinction.
Advocates and conservationists might use “bring me the rhinoceros” as a rallying cry to
raise awareness or to inspire action to protect these majestic creatures.



How "Bring Me the Rhinoceros" Inspires
Creativity and Imagination

The phrase’s evocative nature has inspired artists, writers, and creators across different
mediums. It conjures images of adventure, mystery, and the extraordinary, making it a
perfect muse for creative expression.

In Literature and Poetry

Writers often use the rhinoceros as a symbol to explore complex themes such as identity,
power, and transformation. The demand to “bring me the rhinoceros” can serve as a
metaphorical prompt, encouraging readers to seek out the unexpected or to challenge
norms.

Visual Arts and Performance

Beyond Dürer, many artists have portrayed rhinoceroses to comment on society or nature.
Theatrical productions like Ionesco’s *Rhinoceros* use the animal to provoke thought and
reflection. Similarly, in visual arts, the rhinoceros’s imposing figure captures attention and
invites interpretation.

Tips for Incorporating "Bring Me the Rhinoceros"
in Writing and Conversation

If you’re a writer, blogger, or speaker looking to use the phrase “bring me the rhinoceros,”
here are some tips to do so effectively and naturally:

Use it metaphorically: The phrase can symbolize a call to face challenges boldly or
to seek something rare and extraordinary.

Connect it to themes of strength: Rhinoceroses represent resilience, so use the
phrase when discussing overcoming adversity.

Invoke curiosity: Because the phrase is unusual, it can be a great hook to engage
readers or listeners.

Reference cultural or historical contexts: Mentioning Dürer’s woodcut or
Ionesco’s play can add depth and credibility.

Use it in storytelling: Whether in fiction or non-fiction, the phrase can add a layer
of intrigue or symbolism.



Final Thoughts on the Enduring Appeal of "Bring
Me the Rhinoceros"

“Bring me the rhinoceros” is more than just an odd phrase—it’s a gateway to exploring
history, art, culture, and the natural world. It reminds us of humanity’s timeless
fascination with the unknown, the exotic, and the powerful. Whether encountered in a
dusty history book, a dramatic play, or a spirited conversation, it invites us to imagine, to
question, and sometimes to dare.

So next time you hear “bring me the rhinoceros,” remember there’s a rich tapestry of
meaning woven into those words. It’s an invitation to embark on a journey—not just to find
a creature, but to uncover stories, symbolism, and inspiration that have captivated people
for centuries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Bring Me the Rhinoceros' about?
'Bring Me the Rhinoceros' is a satirical play by Eugène Ionesco that explores themes of
absurdity, conformity, and the nature of human behavior through a surreal narrative
where people gradually turn into rhinoceroses.

Who wrote 'Bring Me the Rhinoceros'?
The play 'Bring Me the Rhinoceros' was written by Eugène Ionesco, a Romanian-French
playwright known for his contributions to the Theatre of the Absurd.

What are the main themes in 'Bring Me the
Rhinoceros'?
The main themes of the play include absurdity, societal conformity, the loss of
individuality, and the critique of totalitarianism and mass movements.

When was 'Bring Me the Rhinoceros' first performed?
'Bring Me the Rhinoceros' was first performed in 1956, during the height of Ionesco's
career as a leading figure in absurdist theatre.

How does 'Bring Me the Rhinoceros' reflect the Theatre
of the Absurd?
The play reflects the Theatre of the Absurd through its illogical plot, nonsensical dialogue,
and exploration of existential themes, highlighting the absurdity of human existence.



What is the significance of the rhinoceros in the play?
The rhinoceros symbolizes the spread of conformity and the loss of personal identity, as
characters transform into rhinoceroses representing the rise of mass ideology and herd
mentality.

Where can I watch or read 'Bring Me the Rhinoceros'?
'Bring Me the Rhinoceros' can be found in collections of Eugène Ionesco's works in
bookstores or online. Performances may be available in theatres specializing in classic or
absurdist plays, and some productions can be found online through streaming platforms or
theatre archives.

Additional Resources
Bring Me the Rhinoceros: An In-Depth Exploration of Eugène Ionesco’s Iconic Play

bring me the rhinoceros is not just a command within a theatrical script; it is a gateway
into the absurdist realm crafted by Eugène Ionesco, a prominent figure in 20th-century
drama. This phrase, emblematic of Ionesco's signature style, encapsulates the surreal and
often bewildering narrative that challenges audiences to confront the nature of
conformity, identity, and societal pressures. "Bring Me the Rhinoceros" is frequently
associated with Ionesco’s groundbreaking play *Rhinocéros*, which remains a cornerstone
of absurdist theater.

This article delves into the multifaceted layers of *Rhinocéros*, examining its thematic
concerns, literary significance, and enduring cultural impact. By analyzing the play’s
narrative structure, character development, and symbolic use of the rhinoceros motif, we
aim to provide a comprehensive understanding of why the phrase "bring me the
rhinoceros" resonates beyond the stage, influencing discourse on human behavior and
social dynamics.

The Genesis and Context of *Rhinocéros*

Eugène Ionesco penned *Rhinocéros* in the late 1950s, a period marked by existential
uncertainty and political upheaval in Europe. The play premiered in 1959 and quickly
distinguished itself as a seminal work of the Theatre of the Absurd—a genre characterized
by its exploration of existentialist themes through illogical, nonsensical dialogue and
situations.

The phrase "bring me the rhinoceros" is emblematic of the escalating chaos in the play,
where the sudden appearance of rhinoceroses in a small town symbolizes the spread of
totalitarian ideologies and mass conformity. Ionesco’s use of this surreal image serves as a
metaphor for the loss of individuality amid social and political pressure.



Absurdism and Its Reflection in the Play

Absurdism, as a philosophical and artistic movement, interrogates the meaninglessness of
human existence and the breakdown of communication. *Rhinocéros* exemplifies these
themes through its narrative arc, where ordinary citizens gradually transform into
rhinoceroses, shedding their humanity in favor of herd mentality.

The command "bring me the rhinoceros" echoes throughout the play, underscoring the
tension between the individual and the collective. It represents both an acceptance and a
demand for the monstrous change overtaking society, illustrating how people acquiesce to
destructive ideologies when confronted with fear or uncertainty.

Symbolism and Thematic Exploration

At the heart of *Rhinocéros* lies the rhinoceros itself—a potent symbol with multiple
interpretative layers. The animal's unexpected intrusion into human society disrupts the
status quo, embodying themes of transformation, dehumanization, and ideological
conformity.

The Rhinoceros as a Metaphor for Totalitarianism

Critics frequently interpret the rhinoceros as a metaphor for the rise of totalitarian
regimes, particularly Nazism and Fascism. The play was written in the shadow of World
War II and the Cold War, periods when authoritarianism threatened the freedom of
thought and individuality.

The phrase "bring me the rhinoceros" thus carries a chilling implication: the call to
summon or embrace the oppressive force overtaking society. It reflects how individuals
can become complicit in tyranny by surrendering their autonomy and adopting the
dominant ideology.

Individualism vs. Conformity

Ionesco’s protagonist, Berenger, embodies the struggle to maintain individuality in a
world succumbing to conformity. His resistance to turning into a rhinoceros contrasts
sharply with the townspeople’s transformations, illustrating the tension between personal
integrity and societal pressure.

This dynamic is crucial to understanding the phrase "bring me the rhinoceros," which
functions as both a literal and figurative summons for conformity. The play questions
whether resistance is possible or futile when the collective movement gains momentum.



Literary Style and Dramaturgical Techniques

Ionesco employs distinctive dramaturgical techniques that amplify the impact of
*Rhinocéros*. His use of absurdist dialogue, repetition, and illogical scenarios destabilizes
audience expectations and heightens the sense of disorientation.

Language and Repetition

The phrase "bring me the rhinoceros" is an example of Ionesco’s strategic use of repetition
to evoke urgency and absurdity. Recurrent references to the rhinoceros create a mounting
tension that mirrors the psychological transformation of characters.

This linguistic pattern disrupts conventional narrative flow, compelling viewers to grapple
with the underlying themes rather than merely following plot progression.

Stagecraft and Visual Symbolism

Staging *Rhinocéros* requires imaginative set design and direction to convey the surreal
presence of rhinoceroses. The physical embodiment of the rhinoceros on stage—whether
through costumes, props, or abstract representation—reinforces the play’s message about
the invasive nature of oppressive ideologies.

The phrase "bring me the rhinoceros" often cues pivotal moments, signaling the
encroachment of these forces into the characters’ lives and the broader social fabric.

Cultural Impact and Contemporary Relevance

Decades after its debut, *Rhinocéros* and the phrase "bring me the rhinoceros" continue
to hold relevance in discussions about social psychology, political conformity, and
resistance.

Adaptations and Interpretations

The play has been adapted into various media, including film, radio, and modern theater
interpretations, each emphasizing aspects of the rhinoceros metaphor relevant to their
times. Directors have leveraged "bring me the rhinoceros" as a thematic anchor to explore
issues like peer pressure, ideological extremism, and the erosion of democratic values.

Resonance in Modern Discourse



In contemporary contexts, "bring me the rhinoceros" can be seen as a metaphor for the
proliferation of misinformation, groupthink, and authoritarian tendencies in digital and
political spheres. As societies grapple with polarization and identity crises, Ionesco’s work
provides a prescient commentary on the dangers of uncritical conformity.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Perspectives

Since its premiere, *Rhinocéros* has elicited diverse critical responses, ranging from
praise for its incisive social critique to debates about its accessibility and stylistic choices.

Strengths Highlighted by Critics

- **Innovative Use of Absurdism:** Critics laud Ionesco for pushing dramatic boundaries
and using absurdist elements to probe serious societal issues.
- **Universal Themes:** The play’s exploration of conformity and identity transcends its
historical context, resonating with audiences worldwide.
- **Memorable Imagery:** The rhinoceros symbol and the phrase "bring me the
rhinoceros" are recognized as powerful devices that encapsulate complex ideas succinctly.

Challenges and Critiques

- **Ambiguity:** Some reviewers find the play’s abstract nature challenging, potentially
alienating audiences unfamiliar with absurdist traditions.
- **Pacing:** The repetitive dialogue and surreal scenarios may test the patience of
viewers expecting conventional storytelling.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of "Bring Me the
Rhinoceros"

The phrase "bring me the rhinoceros," embedded within Eugène Ionesco’s *Rhinocéros*,
encapsulates a profound exploration of human nature and societal dynamics. Through its
absurdist lens, the play interrogates the perilous allure of conformity and the resilience of
individuality in oppressive environments.

Its linguistic and symbolic potency continues to inspire artistic interpretations and
scholarly analysis, confirming its place as a vital work of modern theater. As contemporary
societies face new forms of ideological pressure and cultural homogenization, the call to
"bring me the rhinoceros" serves as both a warning and a challenge—urging vigilance
against the forces that threaten to diminish human diversity and freedom.



Bring Me The Rhinoceros

  bring me the rhinoceros: Bring Me the Rhinoceros John Tarrant, 2008-11-11 A provocative
and playful exploration of the Zen koan tradition that reveals how everyday paradoxes are an
integral part of our spiritual journey Bring Me the Rhinoceros is an unusual guide to happiness and a
can opener for your thinking. For fifteen hundred years, Zen koans have been passed down through
generations of masters, usually in private encounters between teacher and student. This book deftly
retells more than a dozen traditional koans, which are partly paradoxical questions dangerous to
your beliefs and partly treasure boxes of ancient wisdom. Koans show that you don’t have to impress
people or change into an improved, more polished version of yourself. Instead you can find
happiness by unbuilding, unmaking, throwing overboard, and generally subverting unhappiness.
Author and Zen teacher John Tarrant brings the heart of the koan tradition out into the open,
reminding us that the old wisdom remains as vital as ever, a deep resource available to anyone in
any place or time.
  bring me the rhinoceros: The Intimate Way of Zen James Ishmael Ford, 2024-07-23 An
intimate mystery encompasses you and tugs upon your heart—what does it mean to follow that tug
across the arc of a spiritual life? Reflecting out of more than fifty years of practice in Zen Buddhism,
Unitarian Universalism, and other contemplative traditions, James Ishmael Ford invites us into a
journey through life's mysteries and the stages of spiritual development. Lightly structured by the
archetypal Buddhist oxherding images, Ford’s exploration is rooted in the Zen way while being
deeply enriched by various strains of world mysticism. The book, sprinkled with insights and quotes
from Buddhist, Daoist, and Christian traditions, serves as a map and a companion to spiritual
seekers or pilgrims—whether within one religious tradition or cobbling together a way of one’s own.
“Here is the most natural of all natural experiences,” writes Ford. “In the midst of our suffering, our
longing, our desperation, we capture a glimpse. Something touches us. And with that, if we are lucky
and really notice some movement of some spirit within us, we turn our attention to the intimate
way.”
  bring me the rhinoceros: The Book of Equanimity Gerry Shishin Wick, 2005-03-15 A
thought-provoking collection of Zen koans culls the wisdom of thisnfluencial brand of Buddhism to
present a series of teaching stories thatresent spiritual wisdom in interesting ways. Original.
  bring me the rhinoceros: Know Yourself, Forget Yourself Marc Lesser, 2013-01-04 Our
brains seek order and resist the unexpected, inconsistent, and counterintuitive. But life is more often
paradoxical than predictable — which is why formulas for fulfillment and success often fail. Instead
of fighting the tide of contradiction and confusion, Marc Lesser asserts, we can learn to understand
and even embrace them using the simple tools he presents in these pages. Readers learn to master
five core competencies: Know Yourself, Forget Yourself; Be Confident, Question Everything; Fight
for Change, Accept What Is; Embrace Emotion, Embody Equanimity; and Benefit Others, Benefit
Yourself. The result is balance, a version of Buddhism’s “middle way,” which prompts understanding
of what is required in any given moment and actions through which we skillfully “dance” with
paradox in enriching and joyful ways. Bolstered by the latest in neuroscience, this guide is nuanced
and direct, profound and practical.
  bring me the rhinoceros: The Little Book of Zen David Schiller, 2021-08-31 A taste of Zen for
the seeker and the curious alike. This small but wise book collects Eastern and Western sayings,
haiku, poetry, and inspiring quotations from ancient and modern thinkers. Its aim is not to define
Zen or answer its famous koan—What is the sound of one hand clapping?—but rather to point to a
fresh way of looking at the world: with mindfulness, clarity, and joy. “Do not seek to follow in the
footsteps of the wise. Seek what they sought” —Bashō New material is taken from contemporary
spiritual leaders, writers, meditation teachers, and others with an emphasis on the practice of
mindfulness—on the heart, rather than the head. Pen and ink illustrations from the author bring an
additional layer of feeling and beauty.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-178/bring-me-the-rhinoceros.pdf


  bring me the rhinoceros: A Fire Runs through All Things Susan Murphy, 2023-11-28 PubWest
2023 Book Design Award (Silver) At a time of climate emergency, Zen koans show us how crisis
itself can reveal the regenerative openness of life, mind, and being. Zen koans are a tradition of
holistic inquiry based on “encounter stories” from East Asia’s most radical Buddhist tradition.
Turning this form of inquiry toward the climate crisis, Susan Murphy contends that koans can help
us enter the mind of not-knowing, from which acceptance and possibility freely emerge. Koans
reveal intimate, mythic, artful, playful, provocative, humorous, and fierce ways to engage the work
of protecting and healing our world. The koans point firstly at ourselves—at the very nature of self.
Until we hold “self” as a live question rather than its own unquestioned answer, we’re stuck looking
on from the “outside,” hoping to engineer change upon a problem called “climate crisis,” all the time
oblivious to the fact that we’re swimming in a reality with no outside to it, an ocean of
transformative energy. Do we dare relinquish our wish for absolute control and fearlessly surf the
intensity of our feelings about the suffering earth? In addition to her use of dozens of traditional and
new koans, Murphy illuminates the little-known Zen resonance with the oldest continuous body of
indigenous wisdom on earth, summed up in the subtle Australian Aboriginal word Country. Murphy
draws from her study and coteaching with Uncle Max (Dulumunmun) Harrison, a distinguished Yuin
Elder, to show how this millennia-deep taproot of intelligence confirms the aliveness of the earth and
the kinship of all beings.
  bring me the rhinoceros: Taking the Path of Zen Robert Aitken, 2015-12-15 There is a fine
art to presenting complex ideas with simplicity and insight, in a manner that both guides and
inspires. In Taking the Path of Zen Robert Aitken presents the practice, lifestyle, rationale, and
ideology of Zen Buddhism with remarkable clarity. The foundation of Zen is the practice of zazen, or
mediation, and Aitken Roshi insists that everything flows from the center. He discusses correct
breathing, posture, routine, teacher-student relations, and koan study, as well as common problems
and milestones encountered in the process. Throughout the book the author returns to zazen,
offering further advice and more advanced techniques. The orientation extends to various religious
attitudes and includes detailed discussions of the Three Treasures and the Ten Precepts of Zen
Buddhism. Taking the Path of Zen will serve as orientation and guide for anyone who is drawn to the
ways of Zen, from the simply curious to the serious Zen student.
  bring me the rhinoceros: The Zen of Therapy Mark Epstein, M.D., 2023-01-10 “A warm,
profound and cleareyed memoir. . . this wise and sympathetic book’s lingering effect is as a
reminder that a deeper and more companionable way of life lurks behind our self-serious
stories.—Oliver Burkeman, New York Times Book Review Drawing on decades of personal and
professional experience, Dr. Mark Epstein considers how his practice of psychotherapy and
meditation can be used in tandem to lead his patients, and himself, to greater awareness and
fulfillment. For much of his career, Dr. Mark Epstein kept his beliefs as a Buddhist separate from his
work as a psychiatrist. But as he became more forthcoming with his patients about his personal
spiritual leanings, he was surprised to find how many of them were eager to learn more. The
divisions between the psychological, emotional, and the spiritual, he soon realized, were not as
distinct as one might think. In The Zen of Therapy, Dr. Epstein reflects on a year’s worth of selected
sessions with his patients and observes how, in a given hour, his Buddhist background influences his
work. He emphasizes how Western therapy can be considered a two-person meditation, and how
mindfulness, much like a good therapist, can “hold” awareness, creating the necessary conditions
for inner peace. Throughout this deeply personal and wise inquiry, Dr. Epstein illuminates the
therapy relationship as a spiritual friendship, and reveals how a therapist can help us realize that
there is something magical running through our fraught lives. For when we understand how readily
we have misinterpreted ourselves, when we touch the ground of our own being, we come home.
  bring me the rhinoceros: Zen's Chinese Heritage Andrew Ferguson, 2011-02-22 An
indispensable reference. Ferguson has given us an impeccable and very readable translation.---John
Daido Loori --
  bring me the rhinoceros: Playing in Emptiness Carl Olson, 2024-10-15 The purpose of Playing



in Emptiness is to expose readers to the notion of play in Zen/Chan Buddhism and its manifestation
in emptiness, language, strange teaching methods, the erotic, comic, the fine arts, and the martial
arts with the goal of shedding new light on the religious tradition.
  bring me the rhinoceros: The Best Buddhist Writing 2008 Melvin McLeod, 2008 Features a
collection of Buddhist-inspired writings on a wide range of issues by talented contributors, including
the Dalai Lama, Pema Chödrön, and Thich Nhat Hanh.
  bring me the rhinoceros: Hooked! Stephanie Kaza, 2005-02-08 At one time or another, most of
us have experienced an all-consuming desire for a material object, a desire so strong that it seems
like we couldn't possibly be happy without buying this thing. Yet, when we give in to this impulse, we
often find ourselves feeling frustrated and empty. Advertisers, of course, aim to hook us in this way,
and, from a global perspective, our tendency to get hooked fuels the rampant over-consumption that
is having a devastating impact on the world's stability and on the environment. According to the
contributors to this unique anthology, Buddhism can shed valuable light on our compulsions to
consume. Craving and attachment—how they arise and how to free ourselves of them—are central
themes of Buddhist thought. The writings in this volume, most of which have never been previously
published, offer fresh perspectives and much-needed correctives to our society's tendency to believe
that having more will make us happier. Hooked! includes a range of writings on how to apply
Buddhist thought and ethics to understand and combat the problem of over-consumption as
individuals and collectively. Contributors include popular Western teachers, Asian masters, scholars,
and practitioners such as: • Pema Chödrön—on what is actually happening at the moment we're
hooked, and how to get beyond that. • Joseph Goldstein—on how mindfulness training can help us
stop wanting to want. • Bhikshuni Thubten Chödrön—on how consumer mentality influences
spiritual practice. • Judith Simmer-Brown—on how cultivating spiritually based activism and
compassionate action can help us address the negative effects of consumerism. • Rita Gross—on
how understanding moderation can curb overconsumption. • Santikaro Bhikkhu—on practicing
generosity in a consumer world.
  bring me the rhinoceros: The Great Spring Natalie Goldberg, 2016-02-02 From the beloved
writing teacher behind Writing Down the Bones comes a treasury of personal stories reflecting a life
filled with journeys—inner and outer—zigzagging around the world and home again Here, Natalie
Goldberg shares those vivid moments that have wakened her to new ways of being. We follow
alongside her mapless meanderings in the New Mexican desert and her pilgrimages to Bob Dylan’s
birthplace and to Larry McMurtry’s dusty Texas ghost town of rare books. We feel her deep hunger
while she sits zazen in a monastery in Japan, and her profound loss when she hears of the passing of
a dear friend while teaching in the French countryside. Through it all, she remains grounded in a life
informed by two constants: the practices of writing and of Zen. With humor and insight, Natalie
encircles around the essential questions these paths compel her toward: Where does this life lead?
Who are we? This is a book to be relished one awakening at a time. Each story is a reminder that no
matter how hard the situation or desolate you may feel, spring will come again, breaking through a
cold winter, bringing early yellow forsythia flowers. And the Great Spring of enlightenment—that
sudden rush of acceptance, pain cracking open, obstructions shattering—will also burst forth.
  bring me the rhinoceros: Collaborative Literacy Susan E. Israel, Dorothy A. Sisk, Cathy
Collins Block, 2007 Use these gifted and higher level thinking strategies for all students! Developed
for reading educators, this rich resource incorporates higher level thinking and reading strategies
that promote academic achievement for both gifted learners and struggling students. Susan E.
Israel, Dorothy A. Sisk, and Cathy Collins Block, recognized leaders in the fields of reading and
literacy, provide teachers with tools to create collaborative literacy classrooms where students can
generate ideas independently, discuss them, and then develop new concepts within a group
environment. Collaboration boosts critical thinking skills and helps develop and enrich reading,
writing, speaking, and thinking experiences not just for gifted readers, but for all learners! You′ll
gain important insights on: Understanding how collaborative literacy affects gifted students and
your entire classroom Building collaborative literacy using specific resources such as adaptable



lessons and activities Creating an enriched collaborative literacy environment for all students
Involving parents in collaborative literacy learning Stimulating creativity to increase critical thinking
and develop richer comprehension Develop higher level thinking and reading strategies to help your
students become independent researchers, writers, and readers!
  bring me the rhinoceros: Two Zen Classics , 2005-09-13 A new translation of The Gateless
Gate and The Blue Cliff Records, two classic collections of Zen koans—or guiding ‘riddles’—used in
the study of Zen Buddhism The strange verbal paradoxes called koans have been used traditionally
in Zen training to help students attain a direct realization of truths inexpressible in words. The two
works translated in this book, Mumonkan (The Gateless Gate) and Hekiganroku (The Blue Cliff
Records), both compiled during the Song dynasty in China, are the best known and most frequently
studied koan collections, and are classics of Zen literature. They are still used today in a variety of
practice lineages, from traditional zendos to modern Zen centers. In a completely new translation,
together with original commentaries, the well-known Zen teacher Katsuki Sekida brings to these
works the same fresh and pragmatic approach that made his Zen Training so successful. The
insights of a lifetime of Zen practice and his familiarity with both Eastern and Western ways of
thinking make him an ideal interpreter of these texts.
  bring me the rhinoceros: Close to the Ground Geri Larkin, 2016-08-01 After the bliss and
emptiness we might be lucky enough to experience along our spiritual path, what’s left are the
karmic knots of conditioning that still need to be undone if we are going to be of any genuine help to
anybody. Untying them is the work of spiritual warriors: that is, all of us. The seven factors of
enlightenment are a means to loosen these knots, all the while keeping us upright in our efforts. The
seven factors include mindfulness, investigation of phenomena, energetic effort, ease, joy,
concentration, and equanimity. In Close to the Ground, longtime Buddhist teacher Geri Larkin tells
stories from her own life to illuminate some of the gifts that these factors bring. Because she refuses
to be anything special, Larkin's stories are all of our stories—her humor, all of our humor, her
heartbreaks, all of our heartbreaks. In reading this book, you may discover that you have many more
tools that can help with this work of life and death than you thought.
  bring me the rhinoceros: Book of Serenity Xingxiu, 1998 An important collection of 100
classic Zen Buddhist koans with commentaries. A companion to Thomas Cleary's well-respected
translation of THE BLUE CLIFF RECORD, this book is the other, equally revered classic collection of
koans--the paradoxical teaching devices that have been closely associated with Zen study and
practice since the tenth century.
  bring me the rhinoceros: The Best Buddhist Writing 2006 Melvin McLeod, 2006 Presents
an eclectic collection of Buddhist-inspired writings on a wide range of issues.
  bring me the rhinoceros: Two Zen Classics Katsuki Sekida, A. V. Grimstone, 1977 The strange
verbal paradoxes called koans have been used in Zen training to help students attain a direct
realization of truths inexpressible in words. The two works translated in this book, Mumonkan
(Gateless Gate) and Hekiganroku (Blue Cliff Record), both compiled during the Song dynasty in
China, are the best known and most frequently studied koan collections, and are classics of Zen
literature. In a completely new translation, together with original commentaries, Katsuki Sekida
brings to these works the same fresh and pragmatic approach that made his Zen Training so
successful. The insights of a lifetime of Zen practice and his familiarity with Western as well as
Eastern ways of thinking make him an ideal interpreter of these texts
  bring me the rhinoceros: Keep Me in Your Heart a While Dosho Port, 2009-01-06 One of
the great pioneers of Zen in America, Dainin Katagiri had a teaching style that was at once powerful,
gentle, and sometimes even casual. For his student, Dosho Mike Port, some of Katagiri's most
profound teachings came in the simple moments of everyday interactions. Keep Me in Your Heart a
While is built around a series of these vivid, truth-revealing incidents that evoke the feel of ancient
Zen koans. Each chapter starts with an encounter with Katagiri and unfolds from there, touching on
subjects such as the nature and the purpose of Zen, the dynamic and working of realization, and the
evolving relationship between teacher and student. In sharing what it was like to train with one of



the first generation of American Zen teachers, Dosho Mike Port preserves and revitalizes this
incredible path, making it available to the next generation of seekers.
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