the encyclopedia of heavy metal

The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal: A Deep Dive into the Genre's Rich History and Culture

the encyclopedia of heavy metal serves as a vital resource for fans, musicians, and scholars who want to
explore one of the most influential and enduring genres of music. Heavy metal isn't just about loud guitars
and powerful vocals; it's a complex tapestry of subgenres, cultural movements, iconic bands, and passionate
communities. This comprehensive guide will take you through the essential elements that make up the
encyclopedia of heavy metal, offering insights into its history, major players, stylistic developments, and

the impact it has had on both music and society.

Understanding the Scope of the Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal

The term "heavy metal" often conjures images of leather jackets, roaring crowds, and thunderous riffs.
However, an encyclopedia dedicated to this genre goes far beyond the surface. It documents the evolution
of heavy metal from its roots in the late 1960s and early 1970s to the sprawling array of subgenres that exist

today.

The Origins and Evolution of Heavy Metal

Heavy metal emerged from the hard rock and blues rock scenes, with pioneering bands like Black Sabbath,
Led Zeppelin, and Deep Purple laying the groundwork. The encyclopedia of heavy metal traces this
evolution, highlighting how these early influences shaped the sound characterized by distorted guitars,

emphatic rhythms, and powerful vocals.
As metal progressed, it fractured into numerous subgenres, each with its own distinctive style and fan base.
For instance:

e Thrash Metal: Known for its speed and aggression, exemplified by bands like Metallica and Slayer.

e Death Metal: Featuring guttural vocals and complex rhythms, with bands such as Death and Cannibal
Corpse.

¢ Black Metal: Emphasizing atmosphere and dark themes, pioneered by groups like Mayhem and

Emperor.

e Power Metal: Characterized by melodic hooks and fantasy themes, represented by bands like Blind



Guardian and Helloween.

e Doom Metal: Slower tempos and melancholic tones, with acts like Candlemass and Saint Vitus.

Documenting these variations and their cultural significance is a fundamental aspect of any encyclopedia

dedicated to heavy metal.

Key Bands and Influential Albums

No encyclopedia of heavy metal can be complete without detailed profiles of the genre’s most influential
artists and landmark albums. These entries often include biographical information, discographies, notable

achievements, and the impact the band or album had on the genre.

For example, Metallica’s “Master of Puppets” is frequently cited not only for its technical mastery but also
for its role in bringing thrash metal to a wider audience. Similarly, Black Sabbath's self-titled album is

credited with defining the dark, heavy sound that became the foundation of heavy metal.

The Cultural Impact of Heavy Metal Explored

Heavy metal is more than just music; it’s a cultural phenomenon. The encyclopedia of heavy metal
explores this aspect by delving into the lifestyle, fashion, and fan communities that have grown around the

genre.

The Heavy Metal Community

Metal fans, often referred to as "metalheads," share a deep sense of identity and camaraderie. This
subculture is characterized by its distinctive style—leather, band patches, long hair—and a shared passion for

the genre’s thematic elements, which often include rebellion, fantasy, mythology, and social issues.

The encyclopedia often highlights how metal festivals like Wacken Open Air in Germany or Download
Festival in the UK have become pilgrimage sites, bringing together fans from around the world to

celebrate their shared love of metal music.



Heavy Metal’s Influence Beyond Music

Heavy metal has inspired movies, literature, fashion, and even video games. Films like “This Is Spinal Tap”
parody the genre while celebrating its quirks. Literature and graphic novels often draw upon metal’s dark
and fantastical themes. Moreover, the genre’s influence on fashion is evident in everything from high

fashion runways incorporating metal-inspired motifs to streetwear brands targeting younger audiences.

Using the Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal for Research and

Discovery

Whether you are a lifelong fan or a newcomer eager to explore the genre, the encyclopedia of heavy

metal functions as an invaluable tool for discovery and education.

Finding New Music and Subgenres

One of the best ways to use the encyclopedia is as a roadmap to explore new bands and subgenres. For
instance, if you primarily listen to classic heavy metal, you might dive into the sections on progressive

metal or groove metal to broaden your musical horizons.

Understanding Lyrics and Themes

Heavy metal lyrics often tackle complex and sometimes controversial topics—ranging from mythology and
politics to personal struggles and existential themes. The encyclopedia provides context and explanations

that help listeners appreciate the depth and nuances behind the lyrics.

Learning About Gear and Production Techniques

For musicians looking to emulate the heavy metal sound, the encyclopedia often includes insights into the
equipment and recording methods used by iconic bands. Understanding how guitarists achieve their
signature tones or how producers create the powerful drum sounds typical of metal can be incredibly

useful for aspiring artists.



Digital and Print Versions: Accessibility of the Encyclopedia of
Heavy Metal

The encyclopedia of heavy metal exists in various formats, from comprehensive printed volumes to

interactive websites and apps. Each format offers unique advantages.

Print Encyclopedias: Tangible Archives

Traditional printed encyclopedias offer a tactile experience and often feature high-quality photographs,

detailed artwork, and curated essays. Many collectors value these editions for their permanence and design.

Online Encyclopedias and Databases

Digital versions provide convenience and up-to-date content, including user-generated reviews, audio
samples, and video interviews. Websites like Metal Archives (Encyclopaedia Metallum) have become
indispensable resources for fans and researchers alike, offering extensive catalogs of bands, albums, and

genre classifications.

The Role of the Encyclopedia in Preserving Heavy Metal’s
Legacy

Heavy metal’s rich history spans decades, and the encyclopedia plays a critical role in preserving that
legacy for future generations. By documenting the genre’s origins, key figures, and cultural milestones, it

ensures that the contributions of countless musicians and fans are not lost to time.

This preservation effort also supports academic study, as more universities and scholars recognize heavy
metal as a legitimate field of cultural and musical inquiry. The encyclopedia thus bridges the gap between

popular culture and scholarly research, validating heavy metal’s importance on the world stage.

Exploring the encyclopedia of heavy metal reveals a vibrant, diverse, and ever-evolving world that
continues to inspire and challenge listeners across the globe. Whether you are tracing the roots of the genre
or discovering the latest underground acts, this comprehensive resource offers a gateway into one of

music’s most passionate and enduring communities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal' about?

The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal is a comprehensive reference book that details the history, bands,

subgenres, and key figures of heavy metal music from its origins to the present.

‘Who is the author of "The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal'?

The book was written by Daniel Bukszpan, a music journalist known for his extensive coverage of rock

and metal music.

When was "'The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal' first published?

The first edition of The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal was published in 2003.

Does "The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal' cover all subgenres of heavy
metal?

Yes, the encyclopedia covers a wide range of heavy metal subgenres including thrash, death, black, power,

doom, and more, providing detailed entries on bands and styles within each.

Is 'The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal' updated regularly?

‘While the original book had editions released over time, there is no fixed schedule for updates; however,

newer editions aim to include recent developments in the heavy metal scene.

Where can I purchase or access 'The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal'?

The book is available for purchase through major online retailers like Amazon and Barnes & Noble, as well

as in some bookstores and libraries.

Additional Resources

The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal: A Definitive Guide to the Genre’s Legacy

the encyclopedia of heavy metal stands as an indispensable resource for enthusiasts, scholars, and casual
listeners alike who seek to delve deep into the multifaceted world of heavy metal music. As a genre
characterized by its intensity, diverse subgenres, and rich history, heavy metal demands a comprehensive
reference to fully appreciate its evolution, cultural impact, and artistic innovation. This encyclopedia aims to

fulfill that need by meticulously cataloging bands, albums, stylistic shifts, and pivotal moments that have



shaped heavy metal from its inception to the present day.

In-Depth Analysis of the Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal

To understand the value of the encyclopedia of heavy metal, one must first acknowledge the complexity of
the genre itself. Heavy metal is not a monolithic style; it encompasses a vast array of subgenres such as
thrash metal, black metal, doom metal, power metal, and progressive metal, each with distinct sonic
qualities and thematic concerns. The encyclopedia provides detailed entries that contextualize these
subgenres, offering readers a nuanced understanding of how each movement emerged in response to

cultural, social, and musical trends.

Moreover, the encyclopedia excels in its chronological approach, tracing the genre’s roots back to the late
1960s and early 1970s, when pioneering bands like Black Sabbath, Led Zeppelin, and Deep Purple laid the
groundwork. This historical perspective is crucial for appreciating how heavy metal evolved in the face of
changing musical landscapes, including the rise of punk, the advent of digital recording, and the

globalization of metal scenes.

Comprehensive Band and Artist Profiles

One of the most significant features of the encyclopedia of heavy metal is its extensive catalog of band

biographies and discographies. Each entry typically includes:

Band origin and lineup changes

Stylistic evolution across albums

Influential releases and landmark performances

e Cultural and critical reception

This detailed profiling helps readers identify key figures in the genre, from iconic acts like Metallica and
Iron Maiden to underground pioneers such as Celtic Frost and Bathory. Importantly, the encyclopedia does
not limit itself to Western bands but also highlights influential metal scenes from Japan, Brazil, Scandinavia,

and beyond, reflecting the global reach of heavy metal.



Exploration of Subgenres and Musical Styles

The encyclopedia’s treatment of heavy metal subgenres is particularly valuable for those seeking to

understand the subtle yet significant differences within the genre. Each subgenre entry includes:

Origins and defining musical characteristics

Notable bands and albums representative of the style

Key lyrical themes and aesthetic elements

Evolutionary trajectory and contemporary relevance

For example, the section on black metal thoroughly examines its raw sound, lo-fi production, and
controversial imagery, while the power metal entry highlights melodic hooks, fantasy-themed lyrics, and
virtuosic instrumentation. This analytical approach allows readers to appreciate not just the sound but the

cultural narratives that underpin each metal substyle.

Historical Context and Cultural Impact

Beyond mere cataloging, the encyclopedia of heavy metal situates the genre within broader cultural and
historical frameworks. It addresses how heavy metal has often been a site of countercultural expression,
resistance, and identity formation. Entries discuss the genre’s engagement with themes such as rebellion,
mythology, politics, and existential dread, situating metal as a reflective mirror of societal anxieties and

aspirations.

The encyclopedia also explores the role of festivals, fanzines, and fan communities in sustaining metal
culture. It highlights how events like Wacken Open Air and Hellfest have become cultural phenomena,
cementing heavy metal’s social significance. This dimension provides readers with a holistic view that

transcends musicology, encompassing sociology and anthropology.

Features and Usability of the Encyclopedia

From a practical standpoint, the encyclopedia of heavy metal is designed for accessibility and ease of
navigation. Whether presented in print, digital, or online formats, it typically offers a user-friendly index,

cross-references, and multimedia integration such as audio samples and archival photographs. Such features



enhance the learning experience by engaging multiple senses and providing immediate context.

Comparative Advantage over Other Music Encyclopedias

‘While many general music encyclopedias include sections on rock and metal, few delve as deeply into
heavy metal as this specialized encyclopedia. Its focused scope allows for a more thorough investigation of
niche topics and emerging trends that broader references often overlook. For instance, the detailed analysis
of underground subgenres like sludge metal or post-metal represents a level of granularity seldom found

elsewhere.

Potential Limitations and Areas for Growth

Despite its comprehensive nature, the encyclopedia of heavy metal faces challenges in capturing a
constantly evolving genre. The rapid proliferation of new bands and subgenres, particularly in the digital
age, means that maintaining up-to-date content requires ongoing revision. Additionally, balancing academic
rigor with accessibility remains a delicate task, as overly technical language might alienate casual readers,

while too much simplification risks glossing over important complexities.

Impact on Heavy Metal Scholarship and Fandom

The encyclopedia of heavy metal serves as a cornerstone for academic research and fan-based exploration
alike. Scholars cite it as a foundational text in musicology, cultural studies, and ethnomusicology, using its
detailed entries to support analyses of heavy metal’s aesthetic and social dimensions. For fans, it functions as
both a discovery tool and a validation of their passion, offering a structured way to navigate a genre that can

otherwise seem overwhelming in scope.

Collectors and archivists also benefit from the encyclopedia’s meticulous documentation of rare releases,
limited editions, and historical artifacts. Its role in preserving heavy metal’s heritage cannot be overstated,
especially as physical media become less common and digital sources proliferate with varying degrees of

reliability.

Integration with Digital Platforms and Communities

In recent years, the encyclopedia of heavy metal has increasingly embraced digital platforms, integrating
with online databases, streaming services, and social media communities. This digital evolution enhances

interactivity, allowing users to contribute updates, share insights, and connect with like-minded enthusiasts



globally. Such collaboration ensures the encyclopedia remains a living document, reflecting the dynamic

nature of heavy metal culture.

SEO Considerations and Keyword Integration

For those seeking information online, the encyclopedia of heavy metal appears prominently in search
results due to its authoritative content and optimized structure. Natural incorporation of relevant keywords

» «

such as “heavy metal bands,” “metal subgenres,” “history of heavy metal music,” and “heavy metal
discography” improves visibility. Additionally, the inclusion of long-tail keywords like “evolution of thrash

metal” or “influential black metal albums” caters to specific queries, enhancing user engagement.

By avoiding keyword stuffing and maintaining a professional tone, the encyclopedia balances readability

with SEO best practices, ensuring that content remains both informative and discoverable.

The encyclopedia of heavy metal is more than a reference work; it is a testament to the enduring power
and complexity of a genre that continues to captivate millions worldwide. Its comprehensive scope,
analytical depth, and cultural sensitivity make it an essential tool for anyone seeking to understand the

multifarious world of heavy metal music.

The Encyclopedia Of Heavy Metal

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal Daniel Bukszpan, 2003
Headbangers rejoice, because this fantastically illustrated encyclopedia includes all things Metal,
from influential bands such as Led Zeppelin, Blue Cheer, Iron Butterfly, Kiss, and Queen, to M@tley
Crue, Black Sabbath (before Ozzy became a family sitcom star), Deep Purple, Twisted Sister, and
Aerosmith, right up to Jane's Addiction, Las Cruces, Limp Bizkit, and today's most extreme death
metal bands. Not a single sub-genre or band goes uncovered. Well-researched and fact-filled, the
witty text befits the raucous bands that push musical-and all other-boundaries. From obscure groups
like Armored Saint and Norway's Mayhem to pioneers Grand Funk Railroad and Iron Maiden to
megastars like Ozzy Osbourne, Alice Cooper, Lita Ford, Van Halen, Joan Jett, and Marilyn Manson,
each entry contains vital statistics: a description of the band's history and sound; an essential
discography; the most current, comprehensive, popular compilations; and much more. Special
features cover such important details as Metal Fashion and the various metal genres. Def Leppard,
Faith No More, Guns n' Roses, Judas Priest, Metallica, AC/DC, Nine-Inch Nails, Poison, Rage Against
the Machine, and Japan's Loudness: all of the favorite (and not so favorite) adrenaline-pumped,
bizarre bands that make heavy metal the unique form it is appear in all their glory.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal Music William Phillips, Brian
Cogan, 2009-03-20 It has been reviled, dismissed, attacked, and occasionally been the subject of
Congressional hearings, but still, the genre of music known as heavy metal maintains not only its
market share in the recording and downloading industry, but also as a cultural force that has united
millions of young and old fans across the globe. Characterized by blaring distorted guitars, drum
solos, and dramatic vibrato, the heavy metal movement headbanged its way to the popular culture
landscape with bands like Led Zeppelin and Black Sabbath the 1970s. Motley Crue and Metallica


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-177/the-encyclopedia-of-heavy-metal.pdf

made metal a music phenomenon in the 1980s. Heavy metal continues to evolve today with bands
like Mastodon and Lamb of God. Providing an extensive overview of the music, fashion, films, and
philosophies behind the movement, this inclusive encyclopedia chronicles the history and
development of heavy metal, including sub-movements such as death metal, speed metal, grindcore,
and hair metal. Essential and highly entertaining reading for high school and undergraduate courses
in popular music studies, communications, media studies, and cultural studies, the Encyclopedia of
Heavy Metal Music and Culture offers a guide to the ultimate underground music, exploring its rich
cultural diversity, resilience, and adaptability. Entries for musicians include a discography for those
wanting to start or develop their music collections.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal Hit Parader, 2007

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: The International Encyclopedia of Hard Rock & Heavy
Metal , 1983

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: The International Encyclopedia of Hard Rock & Heavy
Metal Tony Jasper, 1985 The first complete authoritative guide to this controversial genre - a book
sure to be the prime source of information for all fans of hard rock and heavy metal. It offers a
remarkably wide range of facts and lore, with nearly 1500 entries on hard rock and heavy metal
groups throughout the world.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: The Encyclopedia of Swedish Hard Rock and Heavy
Metal Janne Stark, 1996

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Encyclopaedia of Australian Heavy Metal Brian Giffin,
2015-05-04 The Encyclopaedia of Australian Metal presents pictures, biographies and discographical
information on more than 2000 metal and heavy rock bands from all parts of Australia - from the
early 70s pioneers like AC/DC, Buffalo and Rose Tattoo to the current breed: Psycroptic, Parkway
Drive, Ne Obliviscaris and more.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Heavy Metal Music in Britain Gerd Bayer, 2016-04-22
Heavy metal has developed from a British fringe genre of rock music in the late 1960s to a global
mass market consumer good in the early twenty-first century. Early proponents of the musical style,
such as Black Sabbath, Deep Purple, Judas Priest, Saxon, Uriah Heep and Iron Maiden, were mostly
seeking to reach a young male audience. Songs were often filled with violent, sexist and nationalistic
themes but were also speaking to the growing sense of deterioration in social and professional life.
At the same time, however, heavy metal was seriously indebted to the legacies of blues and classical
music as well as to larger literary and cultural themes. The genre also produced mythological
concept albums and rewritings of classical poems. In other words, heavy metal tried from the
beginning to locate itself in a liminal space between pedestrian mass culture and a rather elitist
adherence to complexity and musical craftsmanship, speaking from a subaltern position against the
hegemonic discourse. This collection of essays provides a comprehensive and multi-disciplinary look
at British heavy metal from its beginning through The New Wave of British Heavy Metal up to the
increasing internationalization and widespread acceptance in the late 1980s. The individual chapter
authors approach British heavy metal from a textual perspective, providing critical analyses of the
politics and ideology behind the lyrics, images and performances. Rather than focus on individual
bands or songs, the essays collected here argue with the larger system of heavy metal music in
mind, providing comprehensive analyses that relate directly to the larger context of British life and
culture. The wide range of approaches should provide readers from various disciplines with new and
original ideas about the study of this phenomenon of popular culture.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: The Heaviest Encyclopedia of Swedish Hard Rock and
Heavy Metal Ever! Janne Stark, 2013 This is, by far, the biggest encyclopaedia of Swedish hard
rock and heavy metal - EVER! Readers will find information on over 3600 bands, ranging from the
fluffiest AOR to the blackest of metal and anything in-between, starting way back in 1970 until
today. Detailed biographies, discographies, members information, hometowns, geographical index
with a map and a members index including over 11700 names, all of it topped off with
never-before-published band photos and over 4700 record covers.




the encyclopedia of heavy metal: HM, A-Z Paul Suter, 1985

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal Music William Phillips,
Brian Cogan, Ph.D., 2009-03-20 Providing an extensive overview of the music, fashion, films, and
philosophies behind the movement, this encyclopedia chronicles the history and development of
heavy metal, including sub-movements such as death metal, speed metal, grindcore, and hair metal.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Heavy Metal Deena Weinstein, 2000-04-07 The definitive
study of heavy metal culture that does for metal what Greil Marcus's Lipstick Traces did for the Sex
Pistols (-Chicago Sun-Times).

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Sounds of Origin in Heavy Metal Music Toni-Matti
Karjalainen, 2018-10-19 This book originates from the 2017 edition of the multidisciplinary Modern
Heavy Metal Conference, organised in Helsinki, Finland. This collection of seven scholarly essays
explores local scenes and identities within heavy metal music from multiple angles, covering a
variety of different countries and metal sub-genres from Finland to Indonesia, and from black metal
to metalcore. The essays here lay various theoretical perspectives and incorporate vivid examples
with metal bands and scenes from all over the world. By exploring themes and discourses that are
central to both research and practice, this book appeals to a versatile global readership. It serves
the wide academic communities of metal music and popular music studies as well as of many other
streams within cultural and social studies. This book also provides the large and active global
community of heavy metal fans with a highly interesting package of genre information and country
perspectives.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Metal the Definitive Guide Garry Sharp Young, 2006-10-01
Heavy Metal is a comprehensive illustrated reference book about one of the most enduringly popular
forms of music. It is made up of detailed profiles and discographies for all the major heavy metal
artists, and a huge selection of other niche acts from around the world. This is definitive metal
encyclopedia.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Metaldata Sonia Archer-Capuzzo, Guy Capuzzo,
2021-06-25 Metaldata: A Bibliography of Heavy Metal Resources is the first book-length
bibliography of resources about heavy metal. From its beginnings in the late 1960s and early 1970s,
heavy metal has emerged as one of the most consistently popular and commercially successful music
styles. Over the decades the style has changed and diversified, drawing attention from fans, critics,
and scholars alike. Scholars, journalists, and musicians have generated a body of writing, films, and
instructional materials that is substantial in quantity, diverse in approach, and intended for many
types of audiences, resulting in a wealth of information about heavy metal. Metaldata provides a
current and comprehensive bibliographic resource for researchers and fans of metal. This book also
serves as a guide for librarians in their collection development decisions. Chapters focus on
performers, musical instruction, discographies, metal subgenres, metal in specific places, and
research relating metal to the humanities and sciences, and encompass archives, books, articles,
videos, websites, and other resources by scholars, journalists, musicians, and fans of this vibrant
musical style.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Heavy Metal Islam Mark LeVine, 2022-09-13 This updated
reissue of Mark LeVine’s acclaimed, revolutionary book on sub- and countercultural music in the
Middle East brings this groundbreaking portrait of the region’s youth cultures to a new generation.
Featuring a new preface by the author in conversation with the band The Kominas about the
problematic connections between extreme music and Islam. An eighteen-year-old Moroccan who
loves Black Sabbath. A twenty-two-year-old rapper from the Gaza Strip. A young Lebanese singer
who quotes Bob Marley’s “Redemption Song.” Heavy metal, punk, hip-hop, and reggae are each the
music of protest, and are considered immoral by many in the Muslim world. As the young people and
subcultures featured in Mark LeVine’'s Heavy Metal Islam so presciently predicted, this music turned
out to be the soundtrack of countercultures, uprisings, and even revolutions from Morocco to
Pakistan. In Heavy Metal Islam, originally published in 2008, Mark LeVine explores the influence of
Western music on the Middle East and North Africa through interviews with musicians and fans,



introducing us to young people struggling to reconcile their religion with a passion for music and a
thirst for change. The result is a revealing tour de force of contemporary cultures across the Muslim
majority world through the region’s evolving music scenes that only a musician, scholar, and activist
with LeVine’s unique breadth of experience could narrate. A New York Times Editor’s Pick when it
was first published, Heavy Metal Islam is a surprising, wildly entertaining foray into a historically
authoritarian region where music reveals itself to be a true democratizing force—and a
groundbreaking work of scholarship that pioneered new forms of research in the region.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Australian Metal Music Catherine Hoad, Rosemary Lucy
Hill, Keith Kahn-Harris, 2019-06-28 This book explores heavy metal music in Australia, engaging
with the nuanced ways in which metal music, scenes and cultures are experienced. Leading metal
scholars and active scene members examine the diversity of practices, histories and identities within
Australian metal music, and question what it means to be Australian in the context of metal.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: The 100 Greatest Bands of All Time David V. Moskowitz,
2015-11-10 This one-of-a-kind reference investigates the music and the musicians that set the
popular trends of the last half century in America. Many rock fans have, at one time or another,
ranked their favorite artists in order of talent, charisma, and musical influence on the world as they
see it. In this same spirit, author and music historian David V. Moskowitz expands on the concept of
top ten lists to provide a lineup of the best 100 musical groups from the past 60 years. Since the
chosen bands are based on the author's personal taste, this two-volume set provokes discussion of
which performers are included and why, offering insights into the surprising influences behind them.
From the Everly Brothers, to the Ramones, to Public Enemy, the work covers a wide variety of styles
and genres, clearly illustrating the connections between them. Entries focus on the group's history,
touring, membership, major releases, selected discography, bibliography, and influence.
Contributions from leading scholars in popular music shed light on derivative artists and underscore
the overall impact of the performers on the music industry.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Historical Dictionary of Popular Music Norman Abjorensen,
2017-05-25 This book seeks to trace the rise of popular music, identify its key figures and track the
origins and development of its multiple genres and styles, all the while seeking to establish historical
context. It is, fundamentally, a ready reference guide to the broad field of popular music over the
past two centuries. It has become a truism that popular music, so pervasive in the modern world,
constitutes a soundtrack to our lives - a constant though changing presence as we cross thresholds
and grow from children to teenagers to adults. But it has become more than a soundtrack; it has
become a narrative. Not just an accompaniment to our daily lives but incorporating our lives, our
sense of identity, our lived experiences, into it. We have become part of the music just as the music
has become part of us. The Historical Dictionary of Popular Music contains a chronology, an
introduction, an appendix, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 1000
cross-referenced entries on major figures across genres, definitions of genres, technical innovations
and surveys of countries and regions. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers,
and anyone wanting to know more about popular music.

the encyclopedia of heavy metal: Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of Popular Music of the World
John Shepherd, 2015
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