sufism ap world history

Sufism AP World History: Exploring the Mystical Path in Global Context

sufism ap world history is a fascinating topic that bridges religion, culture, and history in the study
of the Islamic world and beyond. As students prepare for the AP World History exam, understanding
Sufism's role not only deepens knowledge of Islamic spiritual traditions but also highlights its enduring
impact on societies from the Middle Ages to modern times. This article will guide you through the
essential aspects of Sufism within the scope of AP World History, unraveling its origins, practices, and
significance in shaping historical developments.

What is Sufism? A Spiritual Dimension of Islam

At its core, Sufism represents the mystical and inner dimension of Islam. Unlike the more formal and
legalistic aspects of the religion, Sufism emphasizes a direct, personal experience of the divine.
Rooted in the desire to purify the self and seek closeness to God (Allah), Sufism flourished as a
movement that combined devotional practices, poetry, music, and philosophy.

Sufis often follow spiritual guides known as sheikhs or murshids and participate in rituals such as
dhikr (remembrance of God), which involve repetitive chanting or meditation. This spiritual discipline
aims to transcend the ego and worldly attachments, leading to spiritual enlightenment.

Sufism in the Context of AP World History

Studying Sufism in AP World History provides valuable insight into the cultural and religious dynamics
of the Islamic world, especially during the medieval period. It also helps explain the spread of Islam
and its adaptation to diverse societies across Asia, Africa, and Europe.

Historical Origins and Spread

Sufism emerged in the early centuries of Islam, around the 8th and 9th centuries, as a response to
growing materialism and political power within the Muslim community. Early Sufi mystics like Hasan
al-Basri and Rabi'a al-Adawiyya emphasized asceticism and divine love, laying the foundation for later
Sufi orders.

By the 12th and 13th centuries, Sufism had developed into organized brotherhoods or tarigas, such as
the Qadiriyya, Chishti, and Nagshbandi orders. These groups played a pivotal role in spreading Islam
to regions like South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa, adapting religious practices to local cultures and
fostering social cohesion.



Sufism’s Influence on Art, Literature, and Culture

One cannot overlook the profound cultural contributions of Sufism in world history. From the poetic
masterpieces of Jalal al-Din Rumi and Hafez to the mesmerizing whirling dances of the Mevlevi order,
Sufism enriched Islamic civilization with a unique artistic and intellectual heritage.

In many regions, Sufi shrines became centers of learning and pilgrimage, attracting diverse
populations. These spiritual hubs facilitated cross-cultural interactions and promoted ideas of
tolerance and universal love, often bridging the gaps between different ethnic and religious
communities.

Sufism’s Role in Political and Social History

While primarily spiritual, Sufism also intersected with politics and society in significant ways.

Social Reform and Community Building

Sufi leaders often acted as mediators and community organizers, especially in frontier or rural areas
where central governments had limited control. Their emphasis on charity, humility, and service
helped alleviate social tensions and provided a sense of belonging.

For example, in the Indian subcontinent, Sufi saints played a crucial role in spreading Islam through
non-coercive means, fostering syncretism and peaceful coexistence with Hindu communities. This
approach contrasted with more militant expansions seen elsewhere.

Political Influence and Controversies

At times, Sufism’s close ties with rulers created tensions. Some rulers patronized Sufi orders to
legitimize their authority, while others viewed certain Sufi practices as heterodox or threatening to
orthodox Islamic law.

In the Ottoman Empire, Sufi orders enjoyed royal patronage but also had to navigate complex
religious politics. Conversely, in some regions, reformist movements criticized Sufism for perceived
deviations from Islamic law, leading to internal debates within Muslim societies.

Key Sufi Concepts and Practices Relevant to AP World
History

Understanding some foundational ideas helps clarify why Sufism resonated widely and endured
through centuries.



e Tawhid: The concept of divine unity, central to Islam and emphasized in Sufi contemplation as
the oneness of God.

e Fana and Baqa: Terms describing the annihilation of the self (ego) and subsistence in God,
highlighting the mystical experience.

e Dhikr: Ritual remembrance of God through repetitive chanting, prayer, and meditation—a core
Sufi practice.

» Mystical Poetry: Using allegory and metaphor, Sufi poets expressed complex spiritual truths
and divine love.

These concepts not only shaped personal spirituality but influenced broader cultural expressions and
social behaviors.

Why Sufism Matters in AP World History Today

In the AP World History curriculum, Sufism serves as a critical example of how religious ideas can
transcend doctrinal boundaries and impact societies in diverse ways. It challenges simplistic
narratives that portray Islam as monolithic and highlights the religion’s rich internal diversity.

Moreover, Sufism’s emphasis on tolerance, cultural exchange, and spiritual depth offers students a
nuanced perspective on historical interactions between civilizations. It demonstrates how faith can be
both a personal journey and a powerful social force.

For students aiming to excel, connecting Sufism to larger themes—such as the spread of world

religions, cultural syncretism, and the role of religion in empire-building—can deepen understanding
and enrich essay responses.

Tips for Studying Sufism in AP World History

Engaging with Sufism as part of AP World History requires more than memorizing facts; it calls for
appreciating its complexity and context. Here are some helpful tips:

1. Focus on the broader impact: Look beyond mystical practices to see how Sufism influenced
politics, culture, and social structures.

2. Connect with primary sources: Reading excerpts from Sufi poetry or writings can bring the
subject to life and deepen your grasp of its spiritual themes.

3. Compare and contrast: Consider how Sufism differs from or aligns with other religious
traditions studied in AP World History, such as Buddhism or Christianity.

4. Use timelines: Mapping the spread of Sufism alongside major historical events helps



contextualize its development and significance.

5. Incorporate Sufism into essays: When discussing Islamic empires, trade networks, or
cultural exchanges, mention Sufism’s role to enrich your argument.

Tracing Sufism’s Legacy in the Modern World

Even today, Sufism continues to influence societies worldwide. Modern Sufi orders have adapted to
contemporary contexts, promoting peace and interfaith dialogue. Their music, poetry, and rituals
attract global audiences, illustrating the timeless appeal of spiritual mysticism.

In some regions, Sufism faces challenges from political movements that view it as a threat to
orthodox religious authority. Nevertheless, its resilience testifies to its deep roots in Islamic
civilization and its capacity to inspire individuals across cultures.

Exploring Sufism within AP World History not only enriches historical knowledge but also invites
reflection on spirituality’s enduring role in human societies. Understanding this mystical tradition
offers a window into the diverse ways people seek meaning, community, and connection through
history’s vast tapestry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Sufism and how did it influence Islamic civilization
during the AP World History period?

Sufism is a mystical Islamic belief system that emphasizes the inward search for God and shuns
materialism. During the AP World History period, Sufism influenced Islamic civilization by promoting
spiritual practices, poetry, and missionary work, which helped spread Islam in regions like South Asia
and Africa.

How did Sufism contribute to the spread of Islam in South
Asia?

Sufism contributed to the spread of Islam in South Asia through the efforts of Sufi saints and
missionaries who emphasized tolerance, spiritual devotion, and accommodation of local traditions.

Their inclusive approach attracted many converts and facilitated the blending of Islamic and local
cultural practices.

In what ways did Sufi orders impact political and social
structures in the Islamic world?

Sufi orders often acted as social and political intermediaries, providing community leadership and
fostering social cohesion. Their networks sometimes supported rulers or challenged authorities,



influencing governance and social order in various Islamic societies.

Who were some prominent Sufi figures mentioned in AP World
History, and what were their contributions?

Prominent Sufi figures include Jalal al-Din Rumi, known for his poetic works promoting spiritual love
and unity, and Ibn Arabi, who contributed to Islamic philosophy and mysticism. These figures shaped
Islamic cultural and religious thought during the medieval period.

How did Sufism differ from orthodox Islam in the context of
AP World History?

Sufism differed from orthodox Islam by emphasizing personal, mystical experience of God rather than
strict adherence to legalistic practices. While orthodox Islam focused on Sharia law and communal
rituals, Sufism prioritized meditation, asceticism, and spiritual closeness to God.

What role did Sufi poetry and literature play in the cultural
history of the Muslim world?

Sufi poetry and literature played a crucial role in expressing mystical ideas and spiritual teachings.
Works by poets like Rumi and Hafiz became integral to Islamic culture, inspiring devotion and
influencing art, music, and literature across the Muslim world.

How did Sufism interact with other religious traditions during
the period covered in AP World History?

Sufism often engaged in interfaith dialogue and syncretism, adopting and adapting elements from
local religious traditions such as Hinduism and Buddhism, especially in South Asia. This interaction
facilitated peaceful coexistence and cultural exchange between Muslims and non-Muslims.

Additional Resources
**The Role of Sufism in AP World History: An Analytical Overview**

sufism ap world history represents a critical theme in understanding the spiritual, cultural, and
social dynamics of the Islamic world and its global interactions. As a mystical dimension of Islam,
Sufism influenced not only religious thought but also political structures, literature, and cross-cultural
exchanges throughout history. For AP World History students, grasping the complexities of Sufism
provides essential insight into broader historical trends such as the spread of Islam, the development
of empires, and the blending of cultural traditions across Eurasia and Africa.

Understanding Sufism: Origins and Core Principles

Sufism, often described as Islamic mysticism, emerged in the early centuries of Islam, roughly



between the 8th and 10th centuries CE. It focuses on the inward search for God and emphasizes
spiritual closeness to the Divine through practices like meditation, chanting (dhikr), poetry, and
asceticism. The term “Sufi” likely derives from the Arabic word *suf*, meaning “wool,” referencing the
simple woolen garments worn by early practitioners as a symbol of renunciation.

At its core, Sufism promotes values such as love, tolerance, and self-discipline, setting it apart from
more doctrinal or legalistic interpretations of Islam. Its teachings often highlight the importance of
personal experience with God over strict adherence to ritual, which allowed Sufism to resonate widely
across diverse social groups. This flexibility contributed to its spread across regions including the
Middle East, North Africa, South Asia, and parts of sub-Saharan Africa.

Sufism’s Place in Islamic Civilization and Political Structures

Throughout the Islamic empires, Sufism played a multifaceted role. It was not only a spiritual path but
also a social and political force. Sufi orders, or *tarigas*, became influential institutions that helped
consolidate power and spread Islamic culture. For example, during the Abbasid Caliphate, Sufi mystics
gained followers among both elites and commoners, bridging social divides.

In South Asia, the arrival of Sufi saints significantly influenced the spread of Islam. Their emphasis on
love and devotion appealed to a population steeped in Hindu traditions, facilitating a syncretic
cultural exchange. The Chishti and Suhrawardi orders in India were instrumental in this process,
blending spiritual teachings with local customs, which helped establish Islam in the Indian
subcontinent peacefully.

Moreover, many Sufi leaders acted as mediators between rulers and subjects. Their spiritual authority
often translated into political leverage, with some Sufi shrines becoming centers of both religious
pilgrimage and political power. This dual role demonstrates how Sufism was deeply embedded in the
socio-political fabric of various Islamic empires, including the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal
dynasties.

Sufism in the Context of AP World History Themes

The AP World History curriculum highlights key themes such as the development of belief systems,
cultural interactions, and state-building processes. Sufism intersects significantly with these themes,
making it an indispensable topic for students aiming to understand the global historical narrative.

Religious and Cultural Syncretism

One of the most fascinating aspects of Sufism is its adaptability and incorporation of local traditions.
This intercultural synthesis is a prime example of religious syncretism, a phenomenon frequently
examined in AP World History. Sufi practices often absorbed elements from indigenous religions,
whether in the form of music, poetry, or ritual practices, facilitating the acceptance of Islam in regions
with established spiritual traditions.

For instance, the use of music and dance in Sufi rituals, such as the whirling dervishes of the Mevlevi



order in Anatolia, demonstrates a departure from orthodox Islamic practices, yet these rituals remain
deeply spiritual and influential. This cultural blending helped Sufism become a powerful vector for
Islam’s spread, especially in regions resistant to more orthodox approaches.

Trade, Travel, and the Spread of Sufism

The expansion of trade networks and the movement of people across Afro-Eurasia contributed
significantly to the diffusion of Sufism. The trans-Saharan trade routes, Silk Roads, and Indian Ocean
maritime networks served as conduits not only for goods but also for ideas and religious practices.

Sufi missionaries and merchants often traveled together, creating social networks that facilitated the
exchange of knowledge and spiritual teachings. This phenomenon highlights the interconnectedness
of economic and religious history, a key focus in AP World History. The spread of Sufi orders into West
Africa, for example, coincided with the rise of wealthy trading empires like Mali and Songhai, where
Sufi leaders became advisors and spiritual guides to rulers.

Literature and Intellectual Contributions

Sufism’s influence extends beyond spirituality into the realm of literature and philosophy. Famous Sufi
poets such as Rumi, Hafiz, and Al-Ghazali produced works that remain central to Islamic thought and
world literature. Their writings emphasize themes of divine love, existential reflection, and human
connection, resonating across cultures and centuries.

Al-Ghazali, in particular, stands out as a pivotal figure who reconciled Sufi mysticism with orthodox
Islam, helping to legitimize Sufism within mainstream religious discourse. His intellectual
contributions underscore the dynamic interplay between mysticism and theology, a nuanced aspect
of Islamic history that AP World History students must appreciate.

Challenges and Controversies Surrounding Sufism

Despite its widespread appeal, Sufism has faced criticism and resistance throughout history. Some
Islamic reform movements viewed Sufi practices as unorthodox or even heretical, leading to tensions
within the Muslim world.

Orthodoxy vs. Mysticism

Certain Islamic scholars and political leaders have challenged Sufism’s emphasis on personal mystical
experience, arguing that it undermines the authority of Sharia (Islamic law). This tension reflects
broader debates about religious authority and interpretation that have shaped Islamic history.

In some regions, Sufi shrines and rituals became targets during periods of Islamic reform or political
upheaval. The Wahhabi movement in the Arabian Peninsula, for instance, condemned many Sufi
practices and sought to eliminate what it considered idolatrous innovations. These conflicts illustrate



the complex relationship between mysticism and orthodoxy within Islamic societies.

Modern Relevance and Global Influence

Today, Sufism continues to have a presence in global Islam, often attracting followers who seek a
more personal and tolerant spirituality. However, its visibility varies widely depending on geopolitical
contexts, with some governments promoting Sufism as a counterbalance to extremist ideologies,
while others restrict Sufi activities.

In the context of AP World History, examining contemporary Sufism allows students to connect
historical patterns with current global religious dynamics. It also challenges simplistic narratives about
Islam by highlighting the religion’s diversity and adaptability.

Integrating Sufism into AP World History Studies

For educators and students, incorporating Sufism into the study of AP World History enriches
understanding of several key historical processes:

* Spread of Religions: Sufism exemplifies how religions evolve and adapt as they spread across
diverse cultures.

e Cross-Cultural Interactions: Its syncretic nature demonstrates the blending of cultural and
religious traditions.

e State and Religion: The political roles of Sufi orders reveal the intersection of spiritual
authority and governance.

e Economic Networks: The role of trade routes in disseminating Sufi ideas highlights the
importance of commerce in cultural exchange.

By analyzing Sufism through these lenses, students gain a nuanced perspective that goes beyond
simple chronologies or isolated facts, fostering critical thinking and comparative analysis skills
essential for the AP exam.

In sum, the study of sufism ap world history offers a valuable window into the complexities of
Islamic civilization and its global interactions. Whether through its spiritual teachings, cultural
syncretism, or political influence, Sufism remains a significant factor in shaping historical trajectories
across regions and eras. Understanding its multifaceted impact equips students and scholars alike
with a richer appreciation of the interconnectedness intrinsic to world history.



Sufism Ap World History

sufism ap world history: Sufism East and West Jamal Malik, Saeed Zarrabi-Zadeh, 2019-07-15
In Sufism East and West, the contributors investigate the redirection and dynamics of Sufism in the
modern era, specifically from the perspective of global cross-cultural exchange. Edited by Jamal
Malik and Saeed Zarrabi-Zadeh, the book explores the role of mystical Islam in the complex
interchange and fluidity in the resonance spaces of “East” and “West.” The volume challenges the
enduring Orientalist binary coding of East-versus-West and argues instead for a more mutual
process of cultural plaiting and shared tradition. By highlighting amendments, adaptations and
expansions of Sufi semantics during the last centuries, it also questions the persistent perception of
Sufism in its post-classical epoch as a corrupt imitation of the legacy of the great Sufis of the past.

sufism ap world history: Sufism Alexander Knysh, 2019-03-19 A pathbreaking history of
Sufism, from the earliest centuries of Islam to the present After centuries as the most important
ascetic-mystical strand of Islam, Sufism saw a sharp decline in the twentieth century, only to
experience a stunning revival in recent decades. In this comprehensive new history of Sufism from
the earliest centuries of Islam to today, Alexander Knysh, a leading expert on the subject, reveals the
tradition in all its richness. Knysh explores how Sufism has been viewed by both insiders and
outsiders since its inception. He examines the key aspects of Sufism, from definitions and discourses
to leadership, institutions, and practices. He devotes special attention to Sufi approaches to the
Qur’an, drawing parallels with similar uses of scripture in Judaism and Christianity. He traces how
Sufism grew from a set of simple moral-ethical precepts into a sophisticated tradition with
professional Sufi masters (shaykhs) who became powerful players in Muslim public life but whose
authority was challenged by those advocating the equality of all Muslims before God. Knysh also
examines the roots of the ongoing conflict between the Sufis and their fundamentalist critics, the
Salafis—a major fact of Muslim life today. Based on a wealth of primary and secondary sources,
Sufism is an indispensable account of a vital aspect of Islam.

sufism ap world history: Sufism Deepshikha Shahi, 2020-06-22 In an effort to attain a ‘global’
character, the contemporary academic discipline of International Relations (IR) increasingly seeks to
surpass its Eurocentric limits, thereby opening up pathways to incorporate non-Eurocentric
worldviews. Lately, many of the non-Eurocentric worldviews have emerged which either engender a
‘derivative’ discourse of the same Eurocentric IR theories, or construct an ‘exceptionalist’ discourse
which is particularly applicable to the narrow experiential realities of a native time-space zone: as
such, they fall short of the ambition to produce a genuinely ‘non-derivative’ and ‘non-exceptionalist’
Global IR theory. Against this backdrop, Sufism: A Theoretical Intervention in Global International
Relations performs a multidisciplinary research to explore how ‘Sufism’ - as an established
non-Western philosophy with a remarkable temporal-spatial spread across the globe - facilitates a
creative intervention in the theoretical understanding of Global IR.

sufism ap world history: AP World History Kirby Whitehead, 2012 The only study guide to
offer expert, customized study plans for every student's needs You've had a year to study...but also a
year to forget. As the AP test approaches, other guides reexamine the entire year of material. But
only one guide identifies your strengths and weaknesses, then points you directly to the review you
need most. My Max Score, a new concept developed by AP teachers and exam graders, offers
separate review materials for long-term prep and last-minute cram sessions--no matter when you
start studying, This is just what you need--plus strategies, sample essays, and full-length practice
tests to bring out your best on test day.

sufism ap world history: The Functions of Angels in Sufi Literature Louise Gallorini,
2025-03-27 This book is a literary study tracing the roles and functions of angels as characters in
Sufi literature, based on their functions outlined in the Qur’an. If you pick up any book discussing
Islam or islamic theology, you will probably find angels in it - one never thinks much about them, and
they often seem marginal. However, whether real or a simple literary device, what are the angels’
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real functions in a text? This study proposes to outline their functions, and more specifically what
classical Sufi literature (7th-12th century CE) makes of them.

sufism ap world history: A Culture of Sufism Dina Le Gall, 2013-01-03 A Culture of Sufism
opens a window to a new understanding of one of the most prolific and enduring of all the Sufi
brotherhoods, the Nagshbandiyya, as it spread from its birthplace in central Asia to Iran, Anatolia,
Arabia, and the Balkans between the fifteenth and seventeenth centuries. Drawing on original
sources and carefully aware of the power of modern paradigms to obscure, Le Gall portrays a
Nagshbandiyya that was devotionally sober yet not demysticized and rigorously orthodox without
being politically activist. She argues that the establishment of this brotherhood in Ottoman society
was not the product of political instrumentality. Instead the Nagshbandi dissemination is best
explained in reference to a series of little-appreciated organizational and cultural modes such as
proclivity to long-distance travel, independence from specialized Sufi institutions, linguistic
adaptability, commitment to writing and copying, and the practice of bequeathing spiritual authority
to non-kin.

sufism ap world history: Sufism in Central Asia , 2018-08-13 Sufism in Central Asia: New
Perspectives on Sufi Traditions, 15th-21st Centuries brings together ten original studies on
historical aspects of Sufism in this region. A central question, of ongoing significance, underlies each
contribution: what is the relationship between Sufism as it was manifested in this region prior to the
Russian conquest and the Soviet era, on the one hand, and the features of Islamic religious life in the
region during the Tsarist, Soviet, and post-Soviet eras on the other? The authors address multiple
aspects of Central Asian religious life rooted in Sufism, examining interpretative strategies,
realignments in Sufi communities and sources from the Russian to the post-Soviet period, and social,
political and economic perspectives on Sufi communities. Contributors include: Shahzad Bashir,
Devin DeWeese, Allen Frank, Jo-Ann Gross, Kawahara Yayoi, Robert McChesney, Ashirbek Muminov,
Maria Subtelny, Eren Tasar, and Waleed Ziad.

sufism ap world history: Sufism and Transcendentalism Elham Shayegh, 2020-03-09 The
rhetoric of cultural identity generally goes in two potential directions: One a universal line that
insists on an overall pattern of integration and harmony among all peoples regardless of their
differences, and the other a line which suggests that various cultures are so specific and different
that they will eventually enter into clash, violence and war. Drawing upon Derrida's concept of
differance, I will point out that such rhetoric as examples of current political discourses fail to open
the concept of cultural identity through redefining its relationship with otherness. This will be
accompanied by poetry of Rumi and Whitman to suggest that their literary language through its
non-dialectic characteristics is familiar with the problematic of identity and has the ability to form a
cross-cultural dialogue. Sufism And Transcendentalism envisages the possibility of dialogue against
the background of political conflict.

sufism ap world history: Words of Ecstasy in Sufism Carl W. Ernst, 1985-01-01 This is the first
in-depth study in English of the import and impact of ecstatic utterances (shathiyat) in classical
Islamic mysticism. It makes available an important body of mystical aphorisms and reveals not only
the significance of these sayings in the Sufi tradition, but also explains their controversial impact on
Islamic law and society. This study descrives the development and interpretation of shathiyat in
classical Sufism and analyzes the principal themes and rhetorical styles of these sayings, using as a
basis the authoritative Commentary on Ecstatic Sayings by Ruzbihan Baqli of Shiraz. The special
topic of mystical faith and infidelity receives particular emphasis as a type of ecstatic expression that
self-reflectively meditates on the inadequacy of language to describe mystical experience. The social
impact of ecstatic sayings is clarified by an analysis of the political causes of Sufi heresy trials (Nuri,
Hallaj, and 'Ayn al-Qudat) and the later elaboration of Sufi martyrologies. This study also examines
the attitudes of Islamic legal scholars toward shathiyat, and concludes with a comparison of Sufi
ecstatic expressions with other types of inspired speech.

sufism ap world history: The Journeys of a Taymiyyan Sufi Arjan Post, 2020-08-25 The
Journeys of a Taymiyyan Sufi explores the life and teachings of ‘Imad al-Din Ahmad al-Wasiti (d.




711/1311), a little-known Hanbali Sufi master from the circle of Ibn Taymiyya (d. 728/1328). The
first part of this book follows al-Wasiti’s physical journey in search of spiritual guidance through a
critical study of his autobiographical writings. This provides unique insights into the Rifa‘iyya, the
Shadhiliyya, and the school of Ibn ‘Arabi, several manifestations of Sufism that he encountered as he
travelled from Wasit to Baghdad, Alexandria, and Cairo. Part I closes with his final destination,
Damascus, where his membership of Ibn Taymiyya’s circle and his role as a Sufi teacher is closely
examined. The second part focuses on al-Wasit1’s spiritual journey through a study of his Sufi
writings, which convey the distinct type of traditionalist Sufism that he taught in early
eighth/fourteenth-century Damascus. Besides providing an overview of the spiritual path unto God
from beginning to end as he formulated it, this reveals an exceptional interplay between Sufi theory
and traditionalist theology.

sufism ap world history: Sufism and the Way of Blame Yannis Toussulis, 2012-12-19 Gold
Winner of the 2012 Benjamin Franklin Award and the 2012 Independent Publisher Book Award! This
is a definitive book on the Sufi “way of blame” that addresses the cultural life of Sufism in its
entirety. Originating in ninth-century Persia, the “way of blame” (Arab. malamatiyya) is a
little-known tradition within larger Sufism that focused on the psychology of egoism and engaged in
self-critique. Later, the term referred to those Sufis who shunned Islamic literalism and formalism,
thus being worthy of “blame.” Yannis Toussulis may be the first to explore the relation between this
controversial movement and the larger tradition of Sufism, as well as between Sufism and Islam
generally, throughout history to the present. Both a Western professor of the psychology of religion
and a Sufi practitioner, Toussulis has studied malamatiyya for over a decade. Explaining Sufism as a
lifelong practice to become a “perfect mirror in which God contemplates Himself,” he draws on and
critiques contemporary interpretations by G. I Gurdjieff, J. G. Bennett, and Idries Shah, as well as on
Frithjof Schuon, Martin Lings, and Seyyed Hossein Nasr. He also contributes personal research
conducted with one of the last living representatives of the way of blame in Turkey today, Mehmet
Selim Ozic.

sufism ap world history: Contextualization of Sufi Spirituality in Seventeenth- and
Eighteenth-Century China David Lee, 2016-07-28 Liu Zhi (c1662-c1730), a well-known Muslim
scholar writing in Chinese, published outstanding theological works, short treatises, and short
poems on Islam. While traditional Arabic and Persian Islamic texts used unfamiliar concepts to
explain Islam, Liu Zhi translated both text and concepts into Chinese culture. In this erudite volume,
David Lee examines how Liu Zhi integrated the basic religious living of the monotheistic Hui
Muslims into their pluralistic Chinese culture. Liu Zhi discussed the Prophet Muhammad in
Confucian terms, and his work served as a bridge between peoples. This book is an in-depth study of
Liu Zhi's contextualization of Islam within Chinese scholarship that argues his merging of the two
never deviated from the basic principles of Islamic belief.

sufism ap world history: Sufism Nile Green, 2012-02-20 Since their beginnings in the ninth
century, the shrines, brotherhoods and doctrines of the Sufis held vast influence in almost every
corner of the Muslim world. Offering the first truly global account of the history of Sufism, this
illuminating book traces the gradual spread and influence of Sufi Islam through the Middle East,
Asia, Africa, and ultimately into Europe and the United States. An ideal introduction to Sufism,
requiring no background knowledge of Islamic history or thought Offers the first history of Sufism as
a global phenomenon, exploring its movement and adaptation from the Middle East, through Asia
and Africa, to Europe and the United States of America Covers the entire historical period of Sufism,
from its ninth century origins to the end of the twentieth century Devotes equal coverage to the
political, cultural, and social dimensions of Sufism as it does to its theology and ritual Dismantles the
stereotypes of Sufis as otherworldly 'mystics', by anchoring Sufi Muslims in the real lives of their
communities Features the most up-to-date research on Sufism available

sufism ap world history: Sufi Martyrs of Love C. Ernst, B. Lawrence, 2016-04-30 Sufism is a
religion which emphasizes direct knowledge of the divine within each person, and meditation, music,
song, and dance are seen as crucial spiritual strides toward attaining unity with God. Sufi paths of




mysticism and devotion, motivated by Islamic ideals, are still chosen by men and women in countries
from Morocco to China, and there are nearly one hundred orders around the world, eighty of which
are present and thriving in the United States. The Chishti Sufi order has been the most widespread
and popular of all Sufi traditions since the twelfth-century. Sufi Martyrs of Love offers a critical
perspective on Western attitudes towards Islam and Sufism, clarifying its contemporary importance,
both in the West and in traditional Sufi homelands. Finally, it provides access to the voices of Sufi
authorities, through the translation of texts being offered in English for the first time.

sufism ap world history: A History of Sufism in India: From sixteenth century to modern
century Saiyid Athar Abbas Rizvi, 1978

sufism ap world history: Islam and World History Edmund Burke, Robert J. Mankin,
2018-11-05 Published in 1974, Marshall Hodgson’s The Venture of Islam was a watershed moment in
the study of Islam. By locating the history of Islamic societies in a global perspective, Hodgson
challenged the orientalist paradigms that had stunted the development of Islamic studies and
provided an alternative approach to world history. Edited by Edmund Burke III and Robert Mankin,
Islam and World History explores the complexity of Hodgson’s thought, the daring of his ideas, and
the global context of his world historical insights into, among other themes, Islam and world history,
gender in Islam, and the problem of Muslim universality. In our post-9/11 world, Hodgson’s
historical vision and moral engagement have never been more relevant. A towering achievement,
Islam and World History will prove to be the definitive statement on Hodgson’s relevance in the
twenty-first century and will introduce his influential work to a new generation of readers.

sufism ap world history: How to Prepare for the AP World History John McCannon,
2002-02-01 Two full-length model AP examinations with answer keys plus a chronological general
review of world history make up the greater part of this brand new Advanced Placement test prep
manual. Other helpful features include an overview of the exam, and strategies for success in
answering multiple-choice and document-based questions, as well as help in answering the
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upheavals which are brought about by prolonged political revolutions, associated with autocratic
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from the foundations of civilization circa. 600 B.C.E. to world cultures of the twenty-first century
Revised strategies for answering all question types Unit shortcut charts and key concepts at the
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